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John  Forfter,  ditto 

—  Falla,jun.  Gatefhead 
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John  Fo{ler,  tanner,  ditto 
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John  Gibfon,  efq.  Weft  Denton 
David  Gibfon,  Newcaftle 
John  Gallen,  Gatefhead 
Dennis  Graydon,  Wylam  Mill 


Nathaniel  Grace,  Bremton 

John  Gale,  Newcaftle 

George  Grcenwell,  cooper,  ditto 

George  GibfoiT,  ditto 

John  Gray,  ditto 

Mils  Mary  Ann  Gaevefon,  ditto 

Hedlor  Goodfellow,  Stamfordham 

Jonathan  Gray,  Gatefhead 

—  Glen,  founder,  ditto 
James  Green,  mafon,  ditto 

—  GuSf  Lemington 

—  Gretnwell,  North  Shields 

—  Green  well,  brewer,  ditto 
John  Gibfon,  Alnwick 
Alexander  Gleafon,  Durham 
Thomas  Graham,  Hexham 
Edward  Gough,  Lemington 

—  Greathead,  South  Shielda 

—  Goodfellow,  Oufcburn 
D.  Gibfon,  Newcaftle  • 
G.  Gibfon,  ditto 
Mrs.  Giles,  cooper,  ditto 
John  Gallon,  ditto 

—  Gooddrick,  furgeon,  ditto 
Peter  Green,  Darlington,  6  copies 
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Shafto  Hedley,  efq.  Newcaftle 
Walter  Heron,  efq.  ditto 

—  Hcwifon,  ditto 

—  Hutton,  patten-maker,  ditto 

—  Harrifun,  founder,  Gateftiead, 

—  Hervey,  raff  merchant,  ditto 
W.  Horflcy,  butcher,  Newcaftle 
Ifaac  Henzdl,  painter,  ditto 

—  Hunter,  engraver,  ditto 
Robert  Hedley,  efq.  ditto 
John  Hodgfon,  efq.  Elfwick 
Thomas  Hcndcrfon,  Ben  well 

—  Harlc,  ditto 
Matthew  Hall,  CheHcr-le  ftrcct 
William  Hodgfon,  Newcaftle 
William  Hunter,  Mi)rpcth 
Thomas  Hobkirk,  ditto 
John  Humphreys,  ditto 
Thomas  Hunter,  ditto 
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Michael  HindmaW)i»  Alnwick 
R.  Hood»  innkeeper,  Ncwcaftle 
J.  Henry*  innkeeper^  ditto,  3  cops 
Robert  Hardf ,  ditto 

—  Hill,  innkeeper,  ditto 

— « Harbittle,  com  merchant,  ditto 
«—  Hilton»  merchant,  ditto 
-—  HodgfoD,  clothier*  dinta 
~  Hall,  hatter,  ditto 
John  Hall,  ditto 

—  Head,  raff  merchant,  ditto 
Mrs.  Jane  Hopper,  Tinmouth 
Jeremiah  Hotehinfon,  N.   Shields 
John  Hall,  Corbridge 
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-—  Hunter,  reedfrnan,  Hcxhatn. 
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•—  Hoare,  ditto 
W.  HarriCun,  South  Shields 

—  Handcock,  furgeon,  ditto 

—  Hobfon,  Wearmouth, 
Michael  Hodgfon,  ditto 
-r-Hepple,  flour-deakr,  Oufebum 
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—  Harrifon,  baker,  Gatefhead 

—  Hand,  FelLni^  Shore 
Robert  Hurft,  Winlaton 
George  Heppell,  Swalwell 
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John-  Hugget,  ditto 

R-  Hodgfon,  baker,  Sunderland, 
•^  Hndfon,  fitter,  ditto 
Thomas  HorOey,  painter,  ditto    * 

—  Harrifon,  ditto,  ditto 
Thomas  Hardy,  ditto 
William  Hudfon,  ditto 

I  • 

Jan»e«  Johnfton,  Ncwcaftle 

—  In  His,  ditto 

-*  Johnfton,  carTer  and  gtldet,  do. 
John  Johnflon,  joiner,  ditto 
MelTrs.  Jobiin  and  Kirfop,  ditto 
«—  JohKn,  viewer,  Bcowdl 


Jofeph  Johnfon,  Newcaftlc 

—  Jamiefon,  fmith,  ditto 

—  Joyce,  gardener,  Gatcflietd 
Mrs.  James,  tobacconiil,  Newcaftle 

—  Jowfey,  druggid,  North  Shields 
M.  Jaraefon,  Berwick 

R.  Jefferfon,  Hexham 
Anthony  Jamefon,  Yann 
Robert  Jurdifon,  North  Shields 

—  Jackfon,  grocer,  Sunderland 

—  Jobling,  jun.  Gatefliead 

—  Johnfon,  tanner,  Newcaftlc 
Jofeph  Jobh'ng,  Winlatoa 
Gt:orge  Johnfon,  Duaflal 

G.  Innis,  hair-dreffer,  Sunderland 
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Edward  Kentifh,  M;  D.  Newcaftle 
John  Kirkley,  Gatefhead       * 

—  Kavcrs,  WalKend 

—  Kent,  linen  draper^  Ncwcaftle 

—  Kay,  fchoolmafter,  ditto 

J.  Kay,  glafsmaker,  2  copies,  do. 
Jolin  Knotman,  2  copies,  ditto 
-I*  KemUe,  merchant,  ditto 
Captain  Kirton,  ditto 

—  Kirkley,  flour-dealer,  ditto 
— >  KeU,  grocer.  North  Shields 

—  KeU,  Fellon  Sho« 

G.  Kirfop,  orgaiiift,  Durham 
Samuel  Kidd,  ditto 
George  Kell,  South  Shields 
Rev.  Mr.  Knipe,  Wearmouth 
Edward  Kipling,  ^oemaker,  ditto 
William 'Kirkley,  Sunderland 

L 
Samuel  Lawton,  efq.  Newcaftle 
Devergy  Lifle,  ditto 
Thomas  Lifle,  ditto 
James  I«amb,  ditto 
A.  Lake,  furgeon,  ditto 
William  Lloyd,  ditto 
Lewis  Lcgg,  ditto 
Mrs.  Logan,  Durham 
Gavin  Landells,  Akmouth 

—  Laidler,*£glingham 
C.  F.  Lindfay,  AJinwick 
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Mn.  Lamb*  midwife,  Newcaftle 

—  Lamlcy.  ftone-cutter,  ditto 
George  Lenard,  ditto 
— -  LubbreiH  ditto 
•*•  Littlefare,  inokeeper,  ditto 
— -  LeightoDy  innkccpert  ditto 

—  Liddell,  ditto 

—  LiddfUy  Egypt,  ditto 
James  Lyon,  North  Shields 
George  JLyam,  hair-drcfTer,  ditto 

—  Lamb,  baker,  Sunderland 
Robert  XJeighton,  butcher,  ditto 
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"William  Maxwell*  Swalwell 
William  Marley,  NewcalUc 
R.  ManH^  fchoolmaftcr,  do,  a  cop. 
John  MorrifoAt  fmith,  ditto 
Rev.  .William  Moifes 
George  Marihall,  Gate(head, 
J.  Mdcafter,  Laagley  Mill 
Rev.  Mr.  McfTenger*  Staningtoa 
Robert  Moody,  Alnwick 

—  Morton,  clerk,  Newcaille 
R.  Miller,  innkeeper,  ditto 
James  Mofiat,  founder,  ditto 

—  MoSat»  butcher,  ditto  ^ 
MrsL  Mofiat,  Saodgate,  ditto 
— *  Manyham,  Kenton 
~  Mdvio,  Gateihead  Fell 
J.  Marihdl,  bookfeller,  Gateihead 

—  Milbum,  North  Shields 
•—McLean,  brewer,  ditto 
William  Mttcalf,  Corbridge 
Ambrofe  Maddifoo,  Hexham 
Jofeph  Meggiron,  Durham 
Thomas  Myers,  Sunderland 

—  Mills,  grocer,  ditto 
— M'Lcod,  brewer,  Gateihead 
B.  Lumley,  High  Team 
Thomas  Lawfon,  dkto 
M.  M.ir(hal],  Ncwcaftfe 
H.  Moulter,  ditto 
John  Mitchifon,  Bellas  Qofc 
John  Moraley,  Swalwell 
William  Maxwell,  ditto 
->   Maao,  Wall&nd 


!  Georgre  Metcalf,  Sunderland 

I —  Middleton,  boat-builder,  ditt» 

—  Middleton,  Wear  mouth 
Robert  Mavon,  Oufebuin 
James  Maillard,  NewcalUe 
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Jofeph  Nixon,  NewcalUe 
-^  Nefhit,  Grocer,  ditto 
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—  Nixon,  ditto  . 
peorge  NelfoB,  Morpeth 
John  Nelfon»  Corbndge 
William  Nixon,  Somh  Shields 

—  Natros,  butcher,  Sonderlaod 
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Robert  Oliver,  Newcaftlc 
Thomas  Orn(by,  ditto 
R.  Ormdon,  ditto 

—  Ofwald,  ditto 
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William  Potter,  brewer,  Ncweaftk 
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—  Purvis,  ditto 
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William  Preftoo,  printer  ditta 
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John  Pettigrcw,  ditto 
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William  Pringle,  ditto 
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John  Petre,  ditto 

—  Prodor,  blether  ditto 

—  Price,  ditto 

—  Pattiion,  ditto 

—  Porter,  clerk,  ditto 

—  Petre,  New-Road,  ditto 

—  Pearion,  North  Shields 

—  Pattifon,  cudoms,  ditto 
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—  Parker,  Whitekad  Faaory 
i  White  PatterfMi,  NewcacHe 
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—  Pattcrfon,  VSTallfend 
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Lady  Ridley,  ditto 
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William  Robinfon,  ditto 
Amos  Richardfon,  Ellington 
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ADDRESS  to  the  PUBLIC. 


A  HE  inquisitive  mind,  assisted  by 
history,  explores  the  transactions  of  ages 
past,  and,  by  analogy,  forms  conjectures  of 
what  probably  is,  in  future,  to  be  achieved 
on  the  busy  scenes  of  humati  affairs.  It  is 
obvious  that  faithful  history  is  highly  useful 
and  of  the  utmost  importance.  Indeed,  With- 
out it,  ages  would  revolve,  and  events  great 
and  consequential  take  place;  but,  if  not 
recorded  in  the  historic  page,  they  would  all 
be  carried  down  the  ^treaift  of  time,  into  the 
dark  abyss  of  oblivion,  forgotten  and  un- 
known. The  honest  historian,  therefore,  un- 
Warped  by  prejudice,  and  superior  to  cifcurii- 
stances  df  locality^  who  considers  the  world 
as  his  country,  and  all  men  his  brethren,  is  a 
friend  to  huipan  kind.     Hence,  when  Hero- 

DOtUS,  TttUCYDlDES,    t)tODORUS   SiCULUS,  Ll- 

VI us,  and  other  renowned  names,  recited  their 
imiiiortal  compositions,  in  the  Forum  and 
public  places,  before  their  enlightened  and 
exulting  countrymen,  the  honours  paid  flieni 
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Were  next  to  divine,  and  their  works  and 
statues  were  placed  in  the  highest  niches  of 
fame.  Thus,  had  not  their  noble  and  en- 
chanting  works  been  handed  down,  ages  past 
would  have  befen  to  us  a  chaos  of  inexplicable 
confusion,  of  loose  conjecture,  and  fantastic 
reverie.  But  by  the  pictures  of  these  grand 
efforts  of  genius,  held  up  by  the  hand  of  his- 
tory, a  noble  ambition  is  kindled ;  and  the 
philosopher,  the  statesman,  the  warrior,  and 
the  artist,  are  filled  with  a  generous  ardour, 
if  not  to  emulate,  at  least  to  imitate,  such  il- 
lustrious examples. 

But  universal  history  is,  like  universal  mo- 
narchy, a  subject  too  vast  for  the  human 
mind.  The  narrative,  even  of  all  the  trans- 
actions which  have  happened  in  a  single  na* 
tion,  such  as  our  own,  must  be  defective  and 
incomplete.  Topographical  history,  therefore, 
as  the  learned  Dr.  Whitaker,  in  his  history  of 
Manchester,  justly  observes,  must  make  the 
nearest  approaches  to  historical  perfection. 

The  account,  which  we  presume  to  offer  to 
the  public,  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  and  its 
environs,  is  of  this  species.  The  subject  is 
of  high  importance,  as  it  embraces  a  period  of 
above  a  thousand  years,  during  which  many 
transactions  and  events  took  place,  interesting 
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at  those  remote  periods,  and  whose  influence 
extends,  to  the  aggrandizement  and  felicity 
of  this  opulent  and  flourishing  mart  of  trade^ 
to  the  present  times.  It  is  true,  the  history 
of  this  very  important  place  has  been  at- 
tempted by  others ;  and  candour  must  ac- 
knowledge, that  the  authors  are  far  from  be- 
ing destitute  of  merit.  The  reverend  Messrs, 
Bourne  and  Brano  have  each  published  a 
history  of  Newcastle ;  but  it  has  been  a  ge- 
neral complaint,  that  most  authors  unhappily 
fall  into  one  of  these  extremes,  either  of  ob- 
scure, uninforming  brevity,  or  minute,  tedi- 
ous, and  unimportant  details.  How  justly  the 
latter  of  these  gentlemen  merited  the  censure 
of  the  learned  Reviewers,  on  account  of  this 
historical  defect,  is  not  for  us  to  decide.  De- 
preciation is  not  only  the  offspring  of  an  un- 
disceming  head,  but  is  also  the  sure  criterion 
of  a  malevolent  hearti  Nor  shall  we,  by 
dwelling  on  the  defects  found  in  the  works  of 
others,  thereby  wish  to  anticipate  ih^  pai'- 
tiality  of  the  public  in  favour  of  our  own ;  but 
we  are,  however,  responsible  to  the  public  for 
the  reasons  and  motives  which  have  induced 
ws  to  the  present  undertaking.  They  arc 
simply  these : — To  obviate  the  obscurities  ; 
%o  retrench  the  tedious  and  irksome  details  to 
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be  found  in  other  histories  of  this  interesting 
town-and  county,  and  carefully  excluding  co-^ 
jries  of  old,  mu^y  grants,  written  in  uncouth, 
unclassical  Latin,  which,  indeed,  occupy 
many  pages  of  Mr.  Brand's  work,  and  use- 
ful only  to  few  readers. 

Another  motive  for  our  holding  out  to  the 
public  a  history  in  the  present  form,  is,  that 
as  we  live  in  times  when  oeconomy  becomes  a 
virtue,  so  peculiarly  necessary,  we  would^ 
therefore,  tvish  to  condense  the  subject  into 
as  small  a  compass  as  we  can  with  propriety^ 
and  so  make  brevity  and  precision  the  basia^ 
of  our  work.  Two  guineas  for  the  history  of 
a  single  town,  to  the  greater  number  of 
people,  has  the  appearance  of  extravagance  j 
but  we  hope  to  afford  equally  gratifying  histo-* 
rical  entertainment  for  a  fourth  part  of  that 
sum. 

Another  powerful  incentive,  is,  the  vast  in-* 
crease  of  trade,  manufactories,  iron-founderies, 
new  streets,  and  magnificent  buildings,  by 
which  Newcastle  is  enriched  and  adorned,  all 
since  Mr  Brand  published  his  history  in  1788. 

It  would  have  crowned  our  wishes,  had  it 
been  put  in  our  power  to  have  added,  that  a 
particular  description  is  subjoined  of  the 
Canal  which,  from  Newcastle  to  the  western 
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shores,  divides  the  island,  and  joins  the  Gex^ 
man  Sea  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  But,  v^ith  a 
sigh,  we  presume  only  to  hope,  that,  upon 
the  return  pf  a  general  peace,  this  truly  nobie, 
patriotic,  and  incalculably  beneficial  design, 
will  be  resumed. 

A  circumstance  highly  favourable  for  throw- 
ing light  upcqi  a  principal  division  of  our  work, 
is,  that  by  the  recent  digging  up  of  the  vast 
fossa,  or  ditch,  of  the  Roman  wall,  from  near 
Byker  to  Wallsend,  curious  discoveries  have 
been  made  of  arms,  altars,  bones  of  sacrificed 
animajs,  and  other  pieces  of  antiquity.  Two 
gentlemen,  the  Messrs.  Buodle,  at  Wallsend, 
whose  house  is  upon  the  very  site  of  the 
ancient  Roman  castrum,  luve  generously  fa- 
voured us  with  their  discoveries.  And  we 
feel  ourselves  highly  gratified  and  encou-* 
raged  by  a  variety  of  curious  and  interesting 
observations  communicated  to  us  by  several 
other  ingenious  and  learned  gentlemen,  to 
whom  we  offer  our  most  grateful  respects. 

In  fine,  in  the  execution  of  the  work,  we 
claim  no  indulgence  from  the  candid  public 
on  the  stale  pretence,  that  it  was  a  hasty  com- 
pilation, indigestedly  put  together,  the  off- 
spring of  occasional  vacant  time. — No ;  we 
mean  not  in  this  manner  to  insult  the  good 
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sense  of  an  enlightened  public ;  but,  on  the 
contrary^  to  assure  them,  that  to  render  the 
production  worthy  of  their  attention  and  pa- 
tronage, the  talents,  learning,  and  assistance, 
of  several  literary  gentlemen  have  been  em- 
ployed. 

As  we  hereby  candidly  acknowledge,  that 
we  have  made  free  with  such  sentiments  in 
the  works  of  Messrs.  Bourne,  Brand,  and 
others  who  have  written  upon  this  town,  as 
to  us  appeared  useful ;  we  will  not,  therefore, 
trouble  our  readers  with  references  to  the 
pages,  &c.  of  these  gentlemen's  works. 

To  command  success,  in  any  undertaking, 
is  not  the  lot  of  humanity ;  but  the  editors, 
by  diligence,  and  employing  their  most  stre- 
nuous endeavours,  humbly  hope,  at  least, 
to  deserve  it. 


HISTORY 
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THE  hiftory  of  the  town  and  county  of  New- 
caftle  upon  Tyne,  on  account  of  its  relative 
confequence  and  advantage  to  fociety,  is  highly  in- 
tereftxng.  Previous,  however,  to  our  entering  upon 
this  agreeable,  but  arduous  undertaking,  it  will  be 
necefiary  to  remark,  that  the  richeft  domains  of  the 
three  then  known  quarters  of  the  globe  were  indebt- 
ed to  the  Romans  for  their  civilization  and  improve^* 
ments  in  the  arts  of  life.  It  is  true,  that  mighty 
people  were  as  boundlefs  in  their  ambition,  as  they 
were  irreliftible  in  their  arms;  and  not  contented 
with  the  faireft  and  moft  fertile  provinces  of  the 
world,  they  extended  their  vail  empire  from  the 
banks  of  the  Tygris  to  the  froien  ihores  of  the  Ca^ 
ledonian  fea.  And  £6,  by  either  finding  or  making 
all  nations  hoftile  to  their  arrogant  claims,  they,  by 
policy,  difcipline,  and  valour,  in  the  courfe  of  fix 
centuries,  fubdued  Afia,  Africa,  and  Europe  to 
their  dominion.  It  was  from  this  love  of  conqueft, 
BaLtal  to  the  repofe  and  independence  of  nations  who 
had  not  before  heard  of  the  Roman  name,  that  a 
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large  proportion  of  the  human  kind  were  fubjugated 
or  deftroyed.  It  was  peculiarly  fo  with  our  ifland  of 
Britain,  with  the  hiftory  of  which  we  are  bell  ac- 
quainted, and  in  which  we  are  moft  immediately  in- 
terefted.  Thus  realifing  the  defcriptive  lines  of  the 
poet : 

Of  rougher  front*  a  mighty  people  came  I 
A  race  of  heroes !  in  thofe  virtuous  times 
Which  knew  no  ftain,  fave  that  with  partial  flame 
Their  deareft  country,  they  too  fondly  lov'd. 

Thomson's  winter* 

But,  as  a  late  enlightened  hiftorian  obferves,  the 
Romans,  after  having  fubdued,  or  exterminated,  the 
nations^  and  given  mankind  time  to  breathe,  fet 
about  civilizing  the  countries  they  had  conquered ; 
and,  by  indruding  them  in  their  language,  laws, 
^rts^  and  arms,  they  made  fome  atonement  for  the 
fanguinary  excefles  to  which  their  infatiable  ambi- 
tion had  impelled  them-f-. 

But  that  warlike  people,  intending  their  empire 
ihould  run  on  in  the  long  line  of  ages  coeval  with 
lime  itfelf,  have  accordingly  left,  to  the  admiration 
of  mankind,  the  moft  ftupendous  monuments  of 
their  unrivalled  power  and  profound  policy.  And 
in  no  country,  in  the  etteniive  bounds  of  their  once 
mighty  empire,  are  left,  to  the  inveftigation  of  the 
antiquary  and  the  hiftorian,  more  ftriking  remains 
of  their  priftine  greatnefs  than  in  Britain;  nor  in 
any  part  of  the  country,  greater  or  more  noble  thaa 
thofe  in  Newcaftle  and  its  vicinity,  as  will  fully 
appear  when  we  prefent  our  readers  with  a  detailed 
delineatbn  of  this  town. 

The 
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The  uniform  teftimony  of  ancient  hiftory  informs 
us^  that  Julius  Caefar  was  the  firft  Roman  ge^neral 
who  invaded  Britain  ;  nor  was  the  undertaking  un- 
worthy of  the  greateft  hero,  and  the  moll  accomplilh- 
cd  warrior.  This  event  happened  in  his  third  con- 
fulate,  and  about  fifty- two  years  previous  to  the 
Chriftian  atra.  Caefar  having  fubdued  all  antienr 
Graul,  or  modern  France,  and  having  tranfported  his 
viiflorious  legions  over  the  Rhine  by  forming  a  bridge 
of  ftupendous  ftrudture,  He,  the  firll  of  the  Roman 
name,  invaded  the  warlike  nations  of  Germany,  and 
having  overthrown  them  in  many  bloody  battles, 
broke  their  power,  almoft  exterminated  many  of  their 
mod  powerful  nations,  and  brought  them  under  the 
domination  of  Rome. 

Having  achieved  thefc  warlike  and  mighty  enter- 
prizes,  he  refolved  to  invade  Britain.  We  are  told 
that  bis  motive  for  this  invafion  was  the  hopes  which 
he  entertained  of  obtaining  pearls  of  vaft  fize  and 
beauty.*  And  although  this  intrepid  commander 
made  good  his  landing,  by  two  fucceffive  invalions, 
yet  he  foon  perceived  that  he  owed  his  fuccefs  over 
thcfe  fierce  barbarians  more  to  his  difciplinc  and 
arms,  than  to  any  fuperiority  in  point  of  courage 
and  refolution.  Caefar,  finding  his  legions  thinned 
with  fo  many  bloody  engagements  with  Germans, 
Gauh,  and  Britons,  fired  with  ambition  to  be  at  the 
head  of  the  world,  overthrew  his  rival  Pompey  in  the 
plains  of  Phaifalia,  and,  affuming  abfolute  power, 
tras  afl&ffinated  in  the  fenate-houfe  by  the  chief  men 
of  that  iHuttrious  body.  Auguftus,  his  fucceflbr, 
feems  to  have  paid  little  attentton  to  Britain ;  and 
more  than  a  century  revolved  from  its  firft  invafion 
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by  Caefar,  before  it  was  further  difquieted  by  the  hof- 
tile  arms  of  Rome.  It  was  then,  however,  ferioufly 
invaded,  in  feveral  parts  at  once,  by  the  Roman  le- 
gions ;  fo  that  a  large  portion  of  the  ifland,  extend- 
ing from  the  Humber  to  the  Tyne,  and  now  known 
by  the  name  of  the  counties  of  York,  Durham, 
Lancailer,  Weftmoreland^  and  Cumberland,  after 
many  bloody  battles,  was  obliged  to  yield  to  the 
fuperior  difcipline  of  the  Roman  arms.  It  was 
during  this  period,  in  the  reign  of  Claudius,  that 
Caradacus,  generaliilimo  of  the  Britons,  and  queea 
Boadicea,  difplayed  fuch  heroifm  and  love  of  inde- 
pendence. At  laft,  under  Vefpaiian,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  country  of  the  Brigantes,  pofleflbrs  of  the 
counties  mentioned  above,  was  over-run  and  con- 
quered by  the  vidtorious  Romans;  and  the  complete 
conqueft  of  that  warlike  people  was  achieved  under 
the  reign  of  Titus  :  Julius  Agricola,  one  of  the  moft 
enterprifing  and  fuccefsful  leaders  of  antiquity,  com- 
manded the  legions  under  that  emperor,  and  led 
his  vidlorious  troops  from  the  Tyne  through  Nor- 
thumberland, and  the  molt  fertile  parts  of  North  Bri- 
tain, till  they  encamped  on  the  heights  of  Aberne- 
thy  which  overlook  the  river  Tay,  about  five  miles 
fouth  eaft  from  Perth.  It  is  faid  by  the  beft  informed 
Scotch  hiftorians,  that  when  the  Roman  legions^ 
from  the  elevated  fituation  of  their  camp,  beheld  the 
windings  of  that  beautiful  river,  the  enchanting 
plains  on  its  banks,  and  the  rude  grandeur  of  the 
Grampian  hills  at  a  diftance,  they  were  ftruck  with 
pleafant  aftonifhment,  and  cried  out  in  ecftacy, 
''EcceTyberr    behold  the  Tyber ! 
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The  political  and  fagacious  Romans,  beginning  to 
difcem  how  important  the  province  of  Britain  might 
prove  to*  their  empire,  fet  about  fecuring  the  con- 
quells  which  they  had  made  in  this  ifland.  For  this 
purpofe,  Agricola  drew  a  ftrong  line  of  garrifoas 
acrofs  the  ifthmus  which  runs  between  the  rivers 
Forth  and  Clyde ;  and,  as  Tacitus  informs  us,  the 
Romans  were  thus  lords  of  incomparably  the  beft 
and  moft  fertile  parts  of  the  country ;  while  the  abo^ 
rigines^  or  natives,  were  confined  by  woods,  rocks, 
and  hills,  as  it  were,  within  another  ifland.;!; 

The  reillefs  Caledonians,  impatient  of  the  galling 
reftraints  of  their  cruel  matters,  gave  them  no  repofc, 
but  by  frequent  incurfions  into  the  Roman  provinces* 
rendered  another,  and  flronger,  rampart  neceifary. 
This  was  effefSted  in  the  year  117  of  the  chriftian 
aera.     We  are  informed  by  Spartian,  that  they  drew 
a  wall  of  eighty  miles  in  length,  and  completely  di- 
vided the  Romans  from  the  barbarians.     The  vef- 
txges  of  this  once  mighty  mound  aie  ftill  viiible,  at 
Calender-houfe,  near  Falkirk,  where  it  terminated  a 
little  to  the  eaftward,  and  from  the  Carron  to  the 
Clyde  it  eaftended  from  fea  to  fea.     The  vulgar  affix 
to  that  rampart  the  appellation  of  **  Graham's  Dyke^ 
But  upon  the  recal  of  Agricola,  and  the  command  of 
the  Roman  legions  being  committed  to  lefs  Ikilful 
hands,  the  Caledonians  eafily  burtt  over  the  barrier, 
conftru£led  only  of  earth  and  pallifadoes,  faced  up 
with  done  ;  and,  pouring  their  hordes  of  fierce  war« 
riors  into  the  fertile  plains  of  the  Lothians,  and  ftom 
thence  croffing  the  Tweed,  they  over-ran  Northum- 
berland, and  continued  their  vidlorious  career  to  the 
Humber,  and  the  confines  of  the  city  of  York. 

But 
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But  Severus,  acquiring  the  imperial  purple,  put 
a  flop  to  their  defolating  incurfions.  This  emperor 
was  juftly  termed  one  of  the  greateft  of  the  Romans; 
if  thofe  talents  which  form  the  accomplifhed  warrior 
and  profound  ftatefman  merit  that  title.  He  was, 
however,  of  unbounded  ambitton,  which  he  fup- 
portcd  by  a6ts  of  the  mod  atrocious  cruelty,  and  re- 
lentlefs  hatred,  againft  fuch  as  gave  him  the  fmalleft 
offence.*  He  carried  his  arms  alraoft  to  the  fliores 
of  the  Indus  in  the  eaft,  and  the  moft  diftant  na- 
tions of  the  north  felt  their  powet.  The  Caledonians 
revolted  under  his  government,  and,  as  has  been 
obferved,  drove  the  Romans  beyond  Adrian's  Wall, 
filling  the  whole  province  with  terror  and  confufion. 
Severn?,  who  could  brook  no  oppofition,  coUedled  a 
mighty  army,  which  he  brought  in  tranfports  to  Bri- 
tain, and,  after  many  bloody  battles^  over-ran  the 
whole  ifland,  obliging  the  Caledonians  to  furrender 
to  him  the  moft  fertile  parts  of  their  country,  parti- 
cularly the  lowlands,  on  the  fouth  of  the  river 
forth. 

But,  well  knowing  the  reftlefs  turn  of  that  war- 
like people,  he  refolved  to  fecure  his  conqueft  by 
fome  ftrong  rampart,  that  fliould  effedlually  prevent 
their  incurfions  for  the  future.  For  this  purpofe, 
from  about  the  year  197  to  207,  by  the  labours 
of  his  foldiers,  and  affiftance  of  the  well-affefted  na- 
tives,  he  built  a  ftrong  barrier,  confifting  of  a  ftone- 
wall,  of  great  height  and  thicknefs,  while  another, 
at  about  twenty  yards  diftance,  of  earth  faced  with 
ftone,  ran  parallel  with  it,  from  the  fliores  of  the 
Irifh  fea  acrofs  the  whole  ifland,  terminating  at 
Wallfend,   a  little  village,  about  three  miles  eaft 
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from  Newcaftle.*  The  former  of  thefe  was  built  by 
Severus;  the  latter  by  Adrian;  but  this  having 
been  often,  in  many  parts,  thrown  down,  occafioned 
the  rearing  of  that  wall  by  Severus,  to  proted  his 
civilized  fubjeds  in  their  pofTeffions,  and  alfo,  by 
fuch  a  mighty  undertaking,  to  perpetuate  his  name 
and  renown  through  fucceeding  ages. 

This  ftupendous  work  ran  through  Newcaftlc; 
and  as  that  of  Severus  formed  part  of  the  town- 
wall,  which  we  (hall  (hew  when  treating  more  cir«^ 
cumftantially  of  the  public  edifices,  we  claim  the 
indulgence  of  our  readers,  in  making  fome  fur- 
ther obfervations  on  this  auguft  monument  of  the 
Roman  power  and  greatnefs.  ••  During  my  refi- 
••  dence  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,'^  fays  Mr.  Brand 
in  his  hiftory,  **  prompted  by  an  ardour  of  curiofity 

bordering  on  enthufiarm,  I  occafionally  made  feve- 

ral  excurfions,  to  examine  the  Hill  remaining  vef- 
**  tiges  of  thofe  ftupendous  works,  raifed  here,  by  a 
"  people  who  were  juftly  ftyled  the  conquerors  of 
**  the  world."  We  fliall  therefore  avail  ourfelves 
of  the  privilege  of  prefenting  our  readers  with 
the  -fubftance  of  fome  of  the  obfervations  of  that 
author. 

Agricola  appears  to  have  fuggefted  the  firfl  idea 
of  building  thefe,  by  erefting,  A.  D.  79,  a  row  of 
forts  acrofs  the  ifland,  from  Tyn mouth,  on  the 
German  ocean,  to  the  Irifli  fea. 

To  connedl  thefe,  and  to  condenfe  their  ftrength, 
the  emperor  Adrian,  firft  in  the  year  120,  and  af- 
terwards Severus,  A.  D.  207,  raifed  their  feparate 
walls,  along  the  fame  trad  of  country,  running  from 
jflation  to  flation,  till  an  unfordable  frith  on  one  fide, 

and 


M 


•.B^A^^-^M 


*  Camden's  Britannia. 


i6  3ftnpartial  ^ittorp  of 

and  a  broad  and  deep  river  on  the  other,  rendered 
it  unneceflliry  to  extend  them  any  further. 

We  fhall  not  fervilely  copy  or  tranfcribe  the  lefs 
interefting  obfervations  in  Mr.  Brand's  hiftory,  but 
fhall  avail  ourfelves  of  fome  of  his  more  curious  re- 
marks, as  well  as  of  other  antiquarians,  who  have  em- 
ployed their  inveftigations  in  tracing  and  defcribing 
the  ancient  remains  of  Roman  grandeur.  All  confent 
that  Wallfend  derives  its  etymology  from  its  being 
the  eaftern  termination  of  Severus's  wall,  and 

SEGEDUNUAT 

lecms  to  have  been  the  firft  ftation  of  the  Roman 
troops,  appointed  to  guard,  and  to  garrifon  the 
wall.  It  was,  perhaps,  the  ftation  of  the  firft  cohort 
of  the  Lergi,  and  ftood  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
prefent  village  of  Wallfend,  and  a  little  to  the  eaft 
of  a  gentleman^s  honfe,  now  called  Carville.  The 
houfe  built  for  the  viewer  of  the  colliery  ftands  pa- 
rallel to  the  weft  rampart  of  the  ftation^  and  near 
the  fouth-weft  angle. 

The  fire-engine  ftands  about  fix  yards  to  the 
north  of  the  wall,  the  foundations  of  which  were 
found  here  fix  feet  beneath  the  level  of  the  ground. 
^  In  1783,"  fays  Mr.  Brand,  '*  I  faw  part  of  a  wall 
"  compofed  of  Roman  bricks,  cemented  clofe  toge* 
^  ther  with  lime.  I  found  a  fibula,  fome  Roman 
^^  tegula  and  coins,  a  ring,  &c.  Immenfe  quantU 
^  ties  of  bones,  horns,  and  teeth  of  animals,  that  had 
^  been  facrificed,  are  continually  turning  up.  Alfa 
**  two  Roman  querns,  or  hand-mills,  by  which  the 
^  foldiers  ground  their  corn,  were  found  in  this  fta- 
**  tion."  To  this  may  be  added  the  obfervations  of 
that  ingenious  gentleman^  Mr»  Buddie,  viewer  of 

Wallf. 


Wallfcnd  collier^,  wlio  Jwliteiy  obliged  us  with  d 
fi^ht  of  feverftl  very  gteat  curiofities,  which  he  and 
his  foh  have  colleded,  and  preferved  wJth  great  t:are. 
ITie  firft  object  iti  this  coUedlion,  which  ftruck  us, 
Was  t  detr^sJ  or  buck's  horn,  of  large  dimeniion^y 
cjttitetfiely  Md  and  weighty.  Its  length  is  two  feet 
and  a  half,  with  a  fpace  of^flftee^^inchtfs  betwixt  the 
extreiHe  points  of  the  antlers,  and  indicates  the 
animal  to  have  been  of  great  file  and  ftifength. 
This  horn  is  diffetent  from  t'hofe  of  the  tame  fpe- 
cies  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  and  probably  of 
one  of  thofe  kinds'  fo  frequently  mentioned  by  th6 
arrcients,  which  are  exterminated  in  thisf  part  of  thd 
Hknd,  but  ftill  exift  in  many  places  of  the  High* 
lands.  The  place  where  tfci»  haftural  curiofity  wad 
difcovered,  was  a  kind  of  pit,  near  Mr.  Buddle'd 
houfe^  like  an  inverted  cone,  artfully  conftru(9ted, 
of  nine  feet  diameter  at  the  top,  nine  feet  in  depth, 
and  two  feet  diameter  at  the  bottom.  It  is  probable, 
that  this  animal  had  been  facrificed  in  fome  of  the 
religious  rites  of  the  army  encamped  here. 

The  next  article  we  vieU^ed  was-  the  fkeleton  of  a 
cow*8  head,  which  has  loft  the  maxilla  inferior,  and 
th6  frontal  bone  only  remains  entire,  With  a  fmall 
part  of  the  mai!illa  ifupetior.  The  conftryftion  of  this 
ikeleton,  however,  is  fo  finfgulat,  and  fo  different  from 
that  of  atiy  of  the  domerticated  kitxd  of  the  prefent 
time,  that  it  is  highly  probable  it  may  be  the  remfaixii 
of  one  of  a  fpecies  that  ufed  to  run  wild,  in  ancient 
times.  Of  this  kind,  there  is  perhaps  none  to  be 
found,  at  leaft  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  ifland^ 
but  in  Chillingham  Pat^,  in  Nonhtimberland,  be« 
longing  to  the  earl  of  Tanketville.  And  a^  many, 
prompted  by  curiofity,  come  from  st  great  diltance, 
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to  £ee  this  fingular  fpecies  of  cattle,  we  hope  a 
ihort  defcription  of  them  will  not  be  unacceptable  to 
our  readers ;  efpecially  as  they  have  frequented  that 
part  of  the  country  from  time  immemorial,  and  pro- 
bably were  that  very  fpecies  which  the  Romans  ufed 
for  religious  oblations,  as  well  as  for  domeftic  pur- 
pofes,  in  their  encampments* 

Their  colour  (fays  Dr.  Fuller  in  his  hiftory  of  Ber. 
wick)  is  invariably  white^  muzzle  black ;  the  whole 
of  the  infide  of  the  ear,  and  about  one-third  of  the 
outiide,  from  the  tip  downwards,  red.  Horns  white, 
with  black  tips,  very  fine^  and  bent  upwards.  Some 
of  the  bulls  have  a  thin,  upright  mane,  about  two 
inches  long.  The  weight  of  the  oxen  is  from  thirty- 
five  to  forty-five  ftone,  the  whole  carcafe.  The  beef 
is  finely  marbled,  and  of  exquifite  flavour.  They 
never  are  very  fat,  from  the  nature  of  their  pafture, 
and  the  frequent  agitations  they  are  put  into,  by  the 
curiofity  of  ftrangers. 

At  the  firft  appearance  of  any  perfon,  they  fet  off 
in  full  gallop,  and,  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three 
hundred  yards,  make  a  wheel  round,  and  come 
boldly  up  again,  toffing  their  heads  in  a  menacing 
manner.  On  a  fudden  they  make  a  full  flop,  at  the 
diftance  of  forty  or  fifty  yards,  looking  wildly  at  the 
object  of  their  furprife ;  and,  upon  the  leaft  motion 
being  made,  they  all  turn  round  again,  and  gallop 
pS  with  equal  fpeed,  but  not  to  the  fame  diftance  ; 
forming  a  ftiorter  circle,  and.  again  returning  with  a 
bolder  and  more  threatening  afped,  they  approach 
much  nearer,  about  thirty  yards,  and  once  more 
gallop  ofil  Tbefe  circuitous  motions  are  repeated^ 
till  they  come  wirhui  a  few  yards,  when  the  fpefta- 
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tors  think  it  highly  prudent  ro  decamp,  ahd  to  leave 
them  mailers  of  the  field. 

If  any  perfon  happens  to  come  near  their  calves, 
they  clap  their  heads  clofe  to  the  ground,  and  lie 
like  a  hare,  to  hide  themfelves.  The  Dodor  adds, 
that  he  himfelf,  traverfing  the  park,  found  one  of 
their  calves,  which,  although  weak,  inftantly  got 
up,  and  bolted  at  him  with  all  its  force,  and  bellow- 
ing aloud,  alarmed  the  whole  herd,  who,  ruihing 
with  impetuofity  againft  the  fuppofed  aggrefTor, 
obliged  the  fon  of  JEfculapius  to  make  a  precipitate 
retreat. 

It  is  remarkable  of  thefip  gregarious  and  highly 
focial  animals,  that  when  any  one  happens  to  be 
wounded  with  the  fhpts  of  the  huntfman,  or  has  be- 
come weak  through  age  or  ficknefs,  the  reft  of  the 
herd  fet  upon  it,  apd  gore  it  to  death  !^— Porpoifes, 
and  various  other  creatures,  do  the  fame  to  their 
wounded  aflbciates. 

The  jaw-bone,  feemingly  of  a  cow,  or  ox,  of  vaft 
fixe  and  folidity,  is  among  Mr.  Buddie's  natural  cu- 
riofities,  and  was  found  deep  in  the  fite  of  the  Ro« 
man  camp,  or  caftrum.  He  has  likewife  a  fheep's  or 
goat's  ikull,  of  very  Angular  ihape  and  dimeniion ; 

alfo  urns  of  pottery,  very  curious,  of  red,  yellow, 
and  dark  brown  colours.  One  is  beautifully  adorned 
with  figures,  in  different  compartments,  like  females 
carrying  bafkets  of  flowers,  fruits,  &c.  on  their  heads. 
Many  handles  of  urns,  Sicc.  but  much  fiiattered  and 
mutilated.  A  ftone,  about  fix  inches  fquare,  perfo- 
rated with  round  holes,  with  curious  devices,  appa* 
rently  ufed  for  colours,  fome  of  which  arc  yet  per- 
fedly  vifible. 

C  2  Mfiflh^. 


no  lmiiarti«l  l^ttla^  of 


■■■■riHl 


Meflh.  Buddie  informed  us,  that  in  digging  a 
foundation  for  their  dwelling-houfe,  out-houfes,  and 
garden,  fcarccly  a  fpade  or  mattock  turned  up  the 
foil,  but  along  with  it  bones,  horns,  fragments  of  vef- 
fds,  arms,  &c.  appeared. 

What  was  particularly  interefting,  among  other 
pieces  of  information,  thefe  gentlemen  told  us,  that, 
in  turning  up  the  foil,  about  eighteen  months  ago, 
ihey  difcovered  a  caufeway  leading  to*  a  wharf,  on 
the  bank  rfthe  river,  perfeftlyvifible  and  diftinft. 

As  the  Roman  wall  ternninated  here,  the  Ibuth 
and  eafl  fides  of  the  fort,  or  caltrum,  were  traced, 
^hile  the  foflk,  on  the  eaft  fide,  was  quite  eaSly  dif- 
cemed. 

About  fixty  or  ^hty  yards  to  the  fouth-weft  of 
Mr.  BuddleV  houfe,  on  digging  deep  for  clay  to 
make  bricks,  many  foundations  of  buildings  were 
difcovered ;  and  falling  among  fome  deep  trenches, 
or  ditches,  numbers  of  human  bones  and  ikeletons 
W6re  found. 

This  probably  was  th«  eameterium^  or  burying- 
pkce,  belonging  to  the  camp,  which  feems  to  have 
been  very  extenfive  at  this  place,  and  where  they 
depofited  the  bodies  of  their  deceafed  friends,  either 
by  inhumating  the  corpCes,  or  fele&ing  their  boaes 
from  the  funeral  piles,  and  putting  them  in  urns, 
placed  them  in  this  recefs  of  filence,  and  of  death ! 

Coins,  of  di&rent  dinmnfions,  have  likewife  been 
found;  but  their  legends  aj»  utterly  defaced  by 
time. 

All  writers  on  Homaa  antiquities,  Ptolemy,  Gro* 
aoyitts,  Lipfius,  Kennet,  Denjpfter,  and  others,  uni^ 
formly  obferve,  that  thofe  martial  people,  in  their 
encampments,  always  chofe  a  declivity,  or  fome 
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cmiaenge,  floping  down  towards  a  river,  or  running 
w^ter :  and  Dr.  Hoilley  fays,  that  the  Romans,  in 
cboofing  the  fituation  for  the  vaft  undertaking  now 
under  review,  fixed  ''  the  flation  at  Wallfend  with 
**  its  fouth^rn  rampart  facing  the  fun,  and  floping 
**  quite  down  to  the  river  Tyne.'* 

The  next  was,  where  Bees-^hou&s  ftood,  now 
called  Store^houfes,  near  Walker,  where  the  veftiges 
of  SiCirerus'  wall  were  perfedly  difcernable ;  but,  by  a 
late  refolution  of  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  througk 
which  the  wall  had  its  dire&ion,  the  fo£&,  and  the 
whole  fite  of  the  wall,  are  dug  up,  and  converted 
into  valuable  arable  land,  from  Wallfend  to  Byker- 
bill.  The  antiquary  views  thefe  devaftations  of  the 
labours  of  ancient  times  with  a  figh,  while  the  huf* 
bandiPan  drives  his  plow-fliare  with  unconcern  thro' 
thofe  ditches  and  mounds,  where  once  gleamed  hof«* 
tile  arms.  Thefe  former  fcenes  of  death  are  now 
covered  with  the  yeUow  harveil.-— A  transformatioii 
iurely  infinitely  better  for  the  felicity  of  mankind ! 

But,  in  tracing  the  diredion  of  the  Roman  wall^ 
we  find  that  it  ran  quite  through  Newcaftle«  Cam- 
den, in  his  Britannia,  makes  no  doubt  of  this  having 
been  the  cafe,  and  fays,  **  It  is  moft  certain,  that 
*•  the  rampart,  and  afterwards  the  wall  of  Sevenis, 
<*  pafled  through  this  town,  viz.  Newcaftle ;  and 
''  at  Pamp£Oon,  or  Pandon-gatb,  there  (till  remains, 
•*  as  it's  thought,  one  of  the  little  turrets  of  that 
••  very  wall/*  There  was,  indeed,  a  turret  of  finga- 
lar  ftrudure  over  the  gate  at  Pandon  ;  the  ma&nry 
of  which  was  quite  different  from  that  of  the  town 
wall.  That  it  was  ancient  to  a  proverb,  is  well 
known  among  the  commonalty  of  Newcaftle ;  no- 
tbteg  being  more  general  than,  when  they  would 
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defcribe  the  great  antiquity  of  any  thing,  to  fay, 
*'  i/V  as  old  as  Pandon-gate.^  This  venerable  re- 
main of  antiquity,  forming  part  of  Sevcrus*  wall, 
was  taken  down  by  an  order  of  the  magiftrates  of 
Newcaftle,  to  widen  the  paflage,  in  the  year  1 796. 

Near  where  this  turret  ftood  is  the  Wall  Knoll,  a 
very  ancient  place ;  which,  Mr.  Grey  pofitively  fays, 
was  part  of  the  Roman  wall.  The  name  itfelf  feems 
to  indicate  as  much ;  for  the  wall  upon  the  knoll^  or 
eminence^  can  only  be  underilood  of  the  Roman 
wall;  becaufe  it  had  this  name  from  very  ancient 
times,  fays  Bourne,  long  before  the  building  of  the 
town  wall,  to  which  it  lies  quite  contiguous. 

A  little  above  Pandon,  on  the  height,  ftands  the 
Carpenters'  Tower.  This  too,  fays  the  fame  author, 
was  one  of  the  Roman  towers,  as  could  eafily  be  dis- 
cerned before  the  taking  down  of  the  turrets,  which 
was  done  to  build  a  commodious  room  for  the  com- 
pany of  Shipwrights,  or  Carpenters. 

Ancient  tradition  fays,  that  the  Roman  wall  went 
through  the  Weil  Gate,  and  the  vicar's  garden, 
along  that  ground  where  St.  Nicholas'  church  now 
ftands,  by  the  Wall  Knoll,  Sally-port,  and  fo  on  to 
WaUfend. 

This  is  extremely  probable,  as  it  may  ftill  be  in 
the  recoUedlion  of  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  New- 
caftle,  that  from  the  weft  end  of  the  narrow  ftreet 
called  the  Low-bridge,  to  the  eaft  end  of  St.  Nicho- 
las' church-yard,  a  bridge,  conftrudted  of  large  and 
maffive  ftones,  of  vaft  heighth,  and  evidently  of  Ro* 
man  architedure,  was  thrown  over  a  frightful  dean, 
now  a  fpacious  and  beautiful  ftreet,  full  of  fplendid 
(hops  and  dwelling-houfes. 

Hoi- 
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HoUingfhead,  in  tracing  the  courfe  of  the  Roman 
-veall,  in  his  defcription  of  Britain,  fays,  that  its  mod 
weftern  extent  was  at  Bolnefs  upon  Burgh,  and  fol- 
lowing the  refpeftive  ftations  for  the  cohorts,  he 
brings  it  to  Rutchefter ;  it  then  paffes  to  Heddon, 
Walbottle,  Denton,  and  from  thence  to  Newcaftle, 

In  a  manufcript  of  the  late  John  Milbank,  Efq.  and 
communicated  to  Mr.  Bourne,  there  is  given  a  fliort 
and  circumftantial  account  of  this  celebrated  monu- 
ment of  ancient  Roman  grcatnefs.  "  Adrian,"  fays 
this  gentleman, ''  built  a  wall  of  turf  or  fods,  from 
V  the  fea-fide,  beyond  Carlifle,  unto  Tynemouth.  It 
•'  was  overthrown  by  the  inroads  of  the  northern 
•*  nations,  after  the  emperor  had  left  the  ifland ;  but 
"  Severus  built,  near  the  fame  fite,  another  wall  of 
**  flone,  and  ereded  towers  and  other  places  for 
watching  at  every  mile's  end,  and  a  pafTage  ran 
through  the  whole  extent  of  the  wall,  by  which, 
"  with  a  horn,  or  fome  hollow  inftrument,  they  could 
give  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
from  ftation  to  ftation,  almoft  in  an  inftant,  for  the 
courfe  of  eighty  miles.  I  myfelf,"  adds  Mr.  Mil- 
bank,  ''  have  feen  the  wall,  at  Thirlwall,  and  it  takes 
*•  its  diredlion  by  Portgate,  near  Stagfliawbank,  by 
'*  Halton,  near  the  Long  Lane,  where  both  the  walls 
**  are  apparent ;  as  alfo  at  Denton,  over  Benwell- 
"  hill,  down  to  the  Weft  Gate,  in  Newcaftle,'*  And 
he  concludes  by  obferving,  "  You  may  fee  it  down 
*•  the  hill,  by  Mr.  Leonard  Carr's  houfe,  (in  Pilgrim- 
**  ftrcet,  near  where  Mr.  Robfon*s  inn  now  ftands) 
"  and  over  Walker  Moor  to  Wallfend." 

As  it  docs  not  fall  within  the  plan  of  our  work, 
which  is  principally  confined  to  a  defcriptive  and 
fuccind  account  of  Newcaftle,  we  ftiall  not  trefpafs 
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much  farther,  by  following  and  defcrlbing  the  vari- 
ous Roman  (lations  that  were  all  along  contigttous  to 
this  ancient  and  ftupendous  work.  We  ihall  only 
obferve,  from  Bcde,  the  venerable  hiftorian  of  Jar- 
row,  that,  upon  Severus'  wall  being  broke  down 
in  feveral  places  by  the  barbarians,  anothcfr  was 
built,  with  turrets  at  intervening  diftances,  by  the 
Romans,  to  defend  the  feeble  and  enervated  inha- 
bitants of  their  provinces.  And  as  the  empire  Wad 
convulfed  through  the  competition  of  feveral  rivals 
at  once  for  the  fupreme  power,  the  Roman  troops 
took  leave  of  the  ifland,  about  four  hundred  andf 
feventy-eight  years  from  its  being  firft  invaded  by 
Julius  Caefar.  Tweilty  years  afterwards,  the  Britons, 
finding  the  Scots  and  Pifts  too  powerful  for  them, 
folicited  the  Romans  to  come  to  Britain  to  affift 
them  ;  but  they  never  returned. 

This  laft  wall  is  faid  by  Bede  to  have  been  eight 
feet  broad,  and  twelve  high,  and  was  ereded  on  the 
very  fite  of  the  walls  of  Adrian  and  of  Severus.  It 
had  a  great  number  of  towers,  or  little  caftles,  a  mile 
from  each  other,  now  called  cq/lle-fteeds ;  and  on 
the  infide,  fortified  little  towns  or  cainps,  called 
chejlers.  The  inhabitants  tell  you,  that  there  was 
alfo  a  brazen  trumpet,  or  pipe,  of  which  they  now 
and  then  found  pieces,  fo  artificially  laid  in  the  wall, 
between  each  caftle  and  tower,  that  upon  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  danger,  at  any  fingle  place,  by  the 
founding  of  it,  notice  might  be  given  to  the  next 
tower,  and  fo  on  through  the  whole  breadth  of  the 
iiland. Vtde  Bede, .  as  quoted  by  Caitiden. 

Mr.  Brand,  who,  accompanied  by  the  ingenious 
Mr.  R.  Beilby,  in  the  year  1783,  traced  the  whole 
extent  of  the  Roman  wall,  has  minutely  recorded, 
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in  the  appendix  to  his  hiftory  of  Newcaftle,  his  dis- 
coveries of  fragments  of  adtars,  urns,  coins,  &c.  and 
fums  up  the  whole  of  his  obfervations  with  giving  us 
the  names  of  the  various  Rations  along  the  wall,  viz. 


iQ  Northumberland, 
in  Newcaftle. 


,  in  Northumberland. 


1.  Walker,  or  Wallfend, 

2.  WaU  Knoll, 

3.  Bcnwell,   alias  Benwall, 

4.  WallBotde, 

5.  Heddon  on  the  Wall, 

6.  Wall  Houfcs, 

7.  Wall  FeU,  near  ByweU, 

8.  Wall  Side, 

9.  Wall. 

0.  Walwick-Chefters, 

1.  Walwick-Grange, 

2.  Walwick, 

3.  Walwick  New  Honfes, 

4.  Wan-Shids, 

5.  Walton-Mill,  , 

6.  Wall-Town, 

7.  ThirlwaU-CalUe, 

8.  Bumt-WalU 

9.  Wallboursp 

20.  Walhome^ 

21.  Wall, 

22.  Wall-Town, 
'    23.  Wsdton-Rid^i     . 

24.  Old  WaU, 

25.  Wall-Head» 

26.  Wallby, 

27.  Wall-Houfc, 

28.  Wall-Know, 

Upoa  viewing  the  ruins  of  the(e  once  mighty 
efforts  of  human  art,  to  fee  the  broken  fragments  of 
caftles,  temples,  palaces,  and  lofty  ftruftures,  the 
mind  is  ftruck  with  ftrong  emotions  of  a  kind  of 
melancholy  fympathy ;  and  it  canies  our  reflections 
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forward  to  the  confummation  of  all  thingSt  as  de- 
fcribed  by  the  unrivalled  Shakefpeare. 

<*  The  clottd-capt  towers^  the  gorgeous  palaces^ 
TTie  forexiin  temples,  the  great  globe  itfelf. 
Yea,  all  that  it  inherit^  fball  diffolve  I 
And,  like  the  bafelefs  fabric  of  a  vifion. 
Leave  not  a  wreck  behind !" 

But  our  fenfations  are  relieved,  when  we  fee 
beautiful  and  fertile  fields,  covered  with  golden  har- 
vefts,  where  once  flood  the  rampart  of  huge  ftones 
cramped  with  iron ;  and  where  fierce  warriors  con- 
Aided  in  mortal  combat,  now  the  fcenes  of  harmlefs 
bleating  flocks,  and  of  fportive  lambs,  gambolling  in 
wanton  play,  along  the  venerable  ruins  of  camps 
and  entrenchments;  as  finely  pidured  by  a  great 
poet  of  nature. . 

—  "  And  leads  me  to  the  mountain's  broW, 
Where  fits  the  (hepherd  on  the  graiTf  turf. 
Inhaling,  healthful,  the  defcending  fua ; 
Around  him  feeds  his  many  bleating  flock, 
Of  various  cadence ;  and  his  fportive  lambs. 
This  way  and  that  convolved,  in  frifkful  glee. 
Their  frolics  play ;  and  now  the  fprightly  race 
Invites  them  forth ;  when  fwtft  the  figaal  given. 
They  ftart  away,  and  fweep  the  moify  mound, 
That  runs  around  the  h31 ;  the  rampart  once 
Of  iron  war,  in  ancient  barbarous  times. 
When  difunited  BHtain  ever  bled. 
Loft  in  eternal  broil :  ere  yet  (he  grew 
To  this  deep  laid  indiflbluble  ftate. 
Where  wealth  and  comnuree  lift  their  golden  head ; 
And  o'er  our  labours  &^erty  and  law. 
Impartial  watch ;  the  wonder  of  a  world !" 

Thomson's  sPRiNp. 
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SITUATION  AND  EXTENT. 

This  town,  which  has  made,  for  ages,  a  confpico* 
ous  figure  among  the  commercial  marts  for  trade^ 
manufadiures,  and  buiinefs  of  various  kinds,  does 
not  imprefs  the  flranger,  who  approaches  it  from 
any  diredion,  with  ideas  prepoflefling  in  its  favour. 
A  very  ingenious  corr^fpondent  of  the  editors  of  the 
Monthly  Magazine^  in  his  account  of  it,  fays : 

"  The  fituation  of  modern  Newcaftle  has  probably 
been  determined  by  its  bridge,  which,  having  been 
originally  built  by  the  Romans  at  this  termination 
of  their  great  north-eaftern  road,  has  been,  from 
time  to  time,  renewed  upon  the  fame  file,  Thi^ 
warlike  people  feem  to  have  preferred  pafling  over 
the  tops  of  hills,  probably  for  the  fake  of  ftations, 
from  which  to  overlook  and  keep  in  devotion  the 
furrounding  country.  But  the  objcds  to  be  an- 
fwered  by  a  military  nation  are  very  different  from 
thofe  of  a  commercial  one,  which  are  beft  promoted 
by  the  eafe  and  expedition  with  which  goods  and 
paiTengers  can  be  conveyed  from  one  part  of  a  coun- 
try to  another.  The  great  obftruAion  to  this  free 
communication,  and  the  enormous  needlefs  wade  of 
the  powers  of  that  noble  animal  on  whofe  exertions 
we  chiefly  depend  in  thefe  refpefts,  occafioned  by 
the  fervility  with  which  we  ftiU  continue  to  follow 
the  track  of  our  predeceflbrs  over  the  elevated  bar- 
ren ridge  of  Gatefliead  Fell,  is  a  fource  of  daily  mor- 
tification to  the  travellers  upon  this  road.  More 
efpecially  when  the  view  of  that  Angular  edifice 
lately  built  for  a  patent-fliot  tower  at  the  white-lead 
works,  a  few  hundred  yards  above  the  bridge,  which 
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prefents  itfelf  to  the  paflenger  about  two  miles  north 
of  Cheiler^Ie^ftreec,  cailtict  fail  to  conymce  him  of 
the  cafe  with  which  a  perfedly  level  road  might  be 
carried  in  a  ftraight  line  from  that  point  to  the  weft- 
ern  extremity  of  the  town.  The  noble  profpeft  up 
the  vale  of  Tyne,  which  regales  the  eye  of  the  tra- 
veller as  he  defcends  towards  the  town  from  the 
fummit  of  the  ridge,  may  perhaps  be  pleaded  as 
ibme  compenfation  for  the  trouble  of  its  afcent. 

*•  After  the  Romans  had  retired  from  Britain,  h 
appears  that  the  works  which  they  had  here  con- 
ftrudled  were  at  leaft  fo  far  maintained  as  to  conti- 
nue it  a  place  of  confiderable  ftrength ;  and  that 
many  religious  fraternities  in  the  later  Saxon  times 
had  found  in  it  a  fecure  fhelter. 

"  But  whatever  caufes  may  have  determined  the 
fituation  of  Newcaftle,  and  however  well  chofen  it 
may  once  have  been  for  the  purpofes  of  fecurity,  it 
mud  be  acknowledged  to  be  fidgularly  ill  adapted  to 
anfwer  thofc  of  neatnefs  or  convenience.  To  thd 
llranger  who  arrives  from  the  fouth,  after  he  has 
been  aftonifhed,  and  in  fome  degree  terrified,  by  his 
rapid  defcent  through  Gatelhead,  (now  indeed  confi. 
derably  mitigated  by  the  circuitous  direftion  of  the 
new  ftreet),  immediately  on  his  turning  upon  the 
bridge,  a  precipitous  eminence  prefentfi  itfelf,  which 
extends  along  the  river  weftward  to  the  extremity  of 
the  town,  leaving  only  room  for  a  narrow  ftreet,  very 
properly  denominated  The  Clofe ;  but  cluttered  all 
the  way  to  the  very  fummit  of  its  almoft  perpendi- 
cular banks,  with  houfes  built  during  the  turbulent 
times  which  preceded  the  union  of  the  crowns,  when 
the  inhabitants  naturally  crowded  as  clofe  as  poifibl6 
under  the  proteAion  of  the  Cattle.    Amidft  thefe 
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houfes  an  afceiit  is  gained  to  the  Caftle-yard  and  its 
precioAs  by  fcveral  lofty  flights  of  ftairs.  This 
eminence  terminates  exadly  in  front  of  the  bridge, 
which  was  formerly  defended  by  a  half- moon  bat. 
teiy,  an  outwork  from  the  Caftle,  placed  upon  its 
fummit ;  but  this  is  now  loaded  with  an  Unfightly 
mafs  of  miferable  tenements,  five  ftories  high,  which 
feems  to  threaten  deflrudfon  to  the  houfej.  and  ftreet 
below.  The  eaftem  and  north-eaftem  fides  of  the 
Ca{Ue  Mount  are  in  like  manner  crowded  with  build- 
ings, which  being  all  the  way  ftuck  clofe  one  above 
another  to  the  very  gate  of  the  Caftle,  have  ob*. 
tained,  fo>m  this  circumftaiic^,  the  appropriate  name 
of  rbe  Side. 

**  The  eaftem  parts  of  the  town  were  feparated 
from  the  Clofe  and  Side  by  a  deep  ravine,  formed 
by  a  fmall  brook  or  rivulet,  which  falls  into  the 
river  a  little  below  the  bridge.  The  lower  part  of 
this  dean  or  bum  (for  both  thefe  provincial  terms  are 
applied  to  it)  muft  have  been  arched  over  for  feveral 
centuries,  at  leaft  as  long  fince  as  the  open  market- 
place, called  the  Sand-hill,  has  been  embanked  from 
the  river,  and  enclofed  with  buildings.  The  upper 
part  was  left  in  its  original  ftate  till  about  fifteen 
years  ago,  when  the  courfc  of  its  channel  was  judi- 
cioufly  chofen  tp  form  a  pafiage  through  the  town« 
on  which  pafiengers  ftiould  not  be  liable  to  the  in- 
convenience of  afcending  either  the  weftern  bank, 
through  a  narrow  winding  paflage  in  the  Side,  or  the 
eaftern  (fliortly  to  be  mentioned)  by  a  fimilar  ftrait 
and  fteep  approach.  If  the  ingenious  projeftor  had 
been  allowed  to  begin  his  plan  a  little  lower,  thp 
alcent  would  have  been  more  gradual,  and  the  im« 

provement  more  complete. 
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**  Oppofite  to  the  Caflle  Mount,  but  at  a  greater 
diftance  from  the  river,  the  eaftern  ridge  terminates 
with  the  handfome  modern  edifice  of  All  Saints' 
church ;  and  along  the  back  of  it,  which  runs  nearly 
north,  is  built  (within  and  without  the  walls)  the 
longeil  and  mod  regular  llreet  in  the  town.  Farther 
eaftward,  another  deep  ravine  is  formed  by  a  fome* 
what  more  confiderable  brook,  which,  after  running 
for  fome  time,  enters  the  town  for  a  (hort  fpace, 
though  it  nearly  feparates  the  whole  of  Newcaftle, 
properly  fo  called,  from  its  extenfive  eaftern  fub- 
urb5» 

*'  The  whole  of  the  level  trad  within  the  walls, 
between  All  Saints'  church  and  the  river,  is,  per« 
haps,  more  clofely  crowded  with  buildings  than  any 
equal  fpace  of  ground  in  bis  majefty's  dominions.  It 
is  occupied  by  no  lefs  than  twenty-one  wynds  or 
alleys  (here  called  chares*)^  only  one  of  which, 
called,  by  pre-eminence,  the  £ro^-chare,  will  ad- 
mit the  paflage  of  carts.  All  the  reft  may  eafily  be 
reached  acrois  by  the  extended  arms  of  a  middle^ 
fized  man,  and  many  even  with  a  fingle  arm.  In 
feveral  of  them,  however,  are  fome  of  (till  lately) 
the  beft  houfes  in  the  town,  which  in  the  laft  age 
were  inhabited  by  the  more  opulent  merchants; 
particularly  thofe  engaged  in  the  coal-trade.  One 
of  thefe  chares  can  boaft  of  being  the  birth-place 
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*  A  laughable  mifunderdanding  happened  at  our  afllzes  ibme 
years  ago,  when  one  of  the  witnefTes  in  a  criminal  trial  fwore, 
that  *«  he /aw  three  men  come  out  of  the  foot  of  a  chare  T* — **  Gcndc- 
men  of  the  Jury,"  ezcbumed  the  learned  judge,  "  you  muft  pay 
no  regard  to  that  man's  evidence ;  he  muft  be  infane."  But  the 
foreman,  fmiling,  affured  the  judge,  that  they  underftood  him 
yery  well ;  and  that  he  fjpoke  the  words  of  truth  and  fobcmefs. 
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of  the  prefent  Lord  Chancellor,  and  his  able  bro- 
ther. Sir  William  Scott.  But,  of  late  years,  the 
fuburbs  have  been  widely  extended  in  all  diredlions, 
particularly  to  the  north  and  eaft ;  and  the  buildings 
in  the  chares  are  every  day  faft  converting  into 
offices,  warehoufes,  breweries,  &c.  Many  of  them 
are  ftill  inhabited  by  thofe  more  immediately  en- 
gaged in  the  bufinefs  on  the  quay,  as  well  as  by 
failors,  keelmen,  and  carpenters ;  thofe  latter  clalTes 
chiefly  dwell  in  the  eaftern  fuburbs. 

"The  town  may  fairly  be  reckoned  to  extend 
along  the  banks  of  the  river  (from  the  Skinner  Burn 
to  St.  Peter's  Quay)  at  leaft  two  miles  from  eaft  to 
weft :  about  one  half  of  this  may  be  taken  for  the 
bafe  of  a  triangle,  the  northernmoft  point  of  which 
is  near  a  mile  from  the  bridge ;  within  which,  tho' 
with  feveral  irregularities  and  vacant  fpaces,  the 
great  body  of  the  town  may  be  conceived  to  be 
comprehended.  The  ftreets  in  the  upper  part,  at  a 
diftance  from  the  river,  are  fpacious  and  well  built ; 
particularly  Weftgate,  Pilgrim,  and  Northumber'- 
land-ftreets,  and  the  rows  and  fquares  which  adjoin 
them.  The  grey  colour,  however,  of  the  bricks,  and 
the  general  (though  not  now  univerfal)  covering  of 
bright  red  pantile  roofs,  certainly  take  oflf  much 
from  their  appearance.  The  pavements  are  in  ge- 
neral very  good,  and  there  are  excellent  accommo- 
dations for  foot  pallengers ;  but  it  mud  be  acknow* 
ledged,  that  too  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  en- 
forcement of  the  regulations  eftablilhed  by  aft  of 
parliament  for  keeping  them  clean  and  neat.  Nor 
can  it  be  faid  that  it  is  well  lighted ;  the  few  lamps 
fcattered  here  and  there  ferving,  as  has  been  well 
obferved,  only  to  make  •*  darknefs  vifible.'* 

It 
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It  is  certain,  that,  from  its  fite,  which  rifeg  gra<» 
dually,  and  in  fome  places  more  boldly,  from  the 
Tyne,  the  regularity  of  the  buildings  is  in  a  great 
meafure  rendered  impracticable. 

GEOGRAPHICAL  SITUATION. 

Grey,  in  his  Chorographia,  page  27,  tells  us,  that 
Camden  makes  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  22  degrees 
30  minutes  longitude,  and  54  degrees  57  minutes 
latitude.  But,  by  Dr.  Button's  plan  of  Newcaftle, 
it  is  placed  precifely  in  55  degrees  north  latitude, 
and  about  i  degree  1 7  minutes  longitude,  weft  from 
London. 

NAME. 

About  the  year  445  of  the  Chriftian  aera,  this 
town  occurs  under  the  appellation  of  Pons  jMU^  a 
Roman  fiation,  where  a  cohort  of  the  Cornovii  was 
then  in  garrifon.  This  name  is  evidently  ^derived 
from  that  of  ^ius  Hadrianus^  the  founder  of  the 
firft  wall,  which  that  warlike  prince  affixed  fre- 
quently to  his  works. 

After  a  filence  of  near  two  hundred  years,  men- 
tion (fays  Mr.  Brand)  again  occurs  of  this  place  un^ 
der  the  new  appellation  of  Ad  Murum  (at  the  Wall), 
and  the  refidence  of  a  Northumbrian  king.  It  is 
probable,  that,  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  it  con- 
hfted  only  of  a  few  ftraggling  houfes  on  the  banks 
of  the  Tyne,  and  before  the  difcovery  of  the  coal- 
mines,  and  other  minerals,  the  principal  employ* 
nient  of  the  inhabitants  might  be  fifhing.  But, 
upon  the  Romans  quitting  the  ifland,  the  weak  and 
feeble  natives  (who,  under  the  protedion  of  their 

matters^ 
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mailers,  enjoyed  pofleffion  of  the  more  fertile  pro- 
vinces, but  were,  by  their  cruel  policy;  deprived  of 
the  ufe  of  arm$)  eafily  became  a  prey  to  foreign 
invaders,  and  to  none  more  than  the  Saxons  and 
Danes.  The  Chriftian  religion  had  been  for  a  long 
feries  of  years  introduced  into  the  ifland  ;  but  in  the 
fifth  and  fixth  centuries,  had  aflUmed  the  gloomy 
form  of  folitude  and  retirement,  from  the  bufy  and 
civil  haunts  of  man,  to  caves  and  deferts,  and  its 
inoft  rigid  votaries  aflumed  the  name  of  Monacbi^  or 
Monks.  The  town  we  are  now  defcribing,  from  the 
windhHyof  the  Tyne,  whofe  banks  were  covered 
with  waBds,  drew  a  number  of  thefe  reclufes  to  the 
place,  and  from  this  circumftance,  and  its  vicinity 
to  the  Roman  wall,  all  antiquaries  agree  that  it  got 
the  name  of  Monkcbejier. 

It  was  not  (fays  Mr.  Bourne)  till  after  the  >depar- 
ture  of  the  Romans,  that  the  town  got  the  name  of 
Monkchefter,  as  being  a  place  of  ttrength "  or  garri- 
foned  fort,  during  the  invafions  of  the  Danes  and 
Saxons.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  once  for  all,  that  the 
names  of  all  towns  or  places  ending  with  chejler  got 
that  appellation  from  being  a  Roman  encampment, 
cqfirum^  or  ccfira^  being  the  Latin  words  from 
whence  chejler  is  derived.  He  adds,  that  this  name 
it  retained,  till  after  the  conqueft  by  William  the 

Norman. 

An  ecclefiaftical  hiftorian,  (Eachard)  in  his  hif- 
tory  of  England,  fays,  that  Monkcbejier  was  fo  called 
from  certain  monks,  who  lived  in  great  aufterity 
there.  And  the  Monailicon  gives  us  the  following 
account :  **  In  the  year  1074,  a  certain  monk,  named 
Aldwin,  a  prior  from  the  province  of  the  Mercians, 

preferring  a  voluntary  poverty  and  contempt  of  the 

E  world 
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world  to  all  its  riches  and  grandeur,  hearing,  from 
the  hiftory  of  the  Northumbers,  that  their  country 
was  inhabited  by  vaft  numbers  of  monks  and  reli- 
gious men,  defired  greatly  to  vifit  the  monafteries  of 
thofe  places,  (though  he  knew  that,  by  the  ravages 
of  the  pagan  Danes  and  Saxons,  they  were  forfaken 
and  left  defolate)  and  there,  in  imitation  of  thofe 
pious  men,  to  lead  a  life  of  poverty  and  retirement. 
Coming  with  this  defign,  as  far  as  the  monaftery  of 
Eveiham,  he  made  known  his  purpoCe  to  certain  of 
the  brethren ;  upon  which,  two  of  them  alTociated 
With  him,  one  named  Elfwie,  a  deacon,  the  other 
Reoifrid ;  but  he  was  quite  unacquaihted  with  any 
part  of  literature.  Having  obtained  leave  from 
their  abbot  to.,  accompany  Aldwin  in  his  pious 
expedition,  the  care  of  the  other  two  being  com- 
mitted to  him,  they  fet  out  on  foot,  having  an  afs 
to  carry  their  books,  ikcerdotal  veflments,  and  all 
other  neceflaries.  At  length  they  came  to  York, 
requeuing  of  Hugh,  fon  of  Baldrick,  then  fherifF, 
that  he  would  procure  them  a  guide  to  Monk- 
chefter,  that  is,  the  city  of  monks ;  whither  being 
brought  by  their  guides,  they  ftaid  a  while,  but 
found  no  ren^ins  of  its  former  fandity^  no  footfteps 
of  the  religious  people,  who  had  formerly  dwelt 
there.  Walcher^  biihop  of  Durham,  hearing  of  this, 
fent  for  them,  and  gave  them  the  monattery  of  Jar- 
ray,  or  Jarrow,  which  at  that  time  was  unroofed, 
and  had  fcarce  any  thing  remaining  of  its  ancient 
grandeur.** 

HoUingfliead  tells  us,  that  '•  the  Danes,  having  to- 
tally laid  wafte  the  northern  provinces  with  fire  and 
fword,  burned  down  almoft  all  the  churches  and 

mona- 
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monaileries,  and  exterminated  the  priefts  and  de« 
voices  for  the  fpace  of  two  hundred  years ;  fo  that 
the  people,  who  furvived  thefe  frightful  ravages,  be- 
came So  ignorant  of  religion,  that  they  did  not 
know  what  the  name  of  monk  meant ;  and  if  they 
faw  any,  they  wondered  at  the  ftrangenefs  of  tte 
fight."  He  goes  on  :  "  One  place  there  was  in  this 
country,  famous  for  the  habitation  of  tnonks^  from 
whence  it  was  called  Monkcheiler,  but  that  alfo  was 
fo  ruinated  and  deftroyed,  that  when  tl^  monks  of 
Mercia  (the  monks  before  mentioned)  came  to  it, 
they  found  no  token  or  remnant  of  any  religious  per- 
fons,  who  had  had  an  habitation  there ;  all  was  de- 
faced, and  gone." — Mag.  Brit.  Nov.  i^  Antiq.  ex 
Holl. 

Mr*  Bourne  adds,  that,  "  with  refped  to  Monk- 
cheiler, this  feems  to  be  pundlually  true.  It  was 
two  hundred  years  from  the  ruin  of  the  monafteries, 
to  this  time,  after  the  conqueft ;  and  in  the  fourth 
year  of  the  reign  of  king  Alfred,  the  Danes,  after 
invading  the  country,  divided  their  hordes  of  de- 
ftroyers.  King  Haldon,  in  the  year  875,  with  a 
large  divifion,  went  to  Northumberland,  and  lay  in 
the  winter  feafon  near  the  Tyne,  where  he  divided 
the  country  among  his  followers,  making  not  only 
the  whole  a  defolation,  but  by  frequent  incurfions 
into  the  countries  of  the  Scots  and  Pidts,  obtained 
from  them  alfo  abuinlance  of  plunder/* 

Thus  it  appears  from  this  ancient  record,  that  the 
monafleries  of  Monkcheiler  had  been  in  ruins  about 
two  hundred  years,  vhi.  from  the  year  875  to  the 
year  1074,  ^^^*  ^'"^^  ^^  ^^  coming  of  the  Mercian 
monk* 

E  2  This 
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This  may  Hflitt  our  enquiries  in  forming  a  conjec-r 
ture  when  Newcaftlc  firft  got  the  name  of  Monkchef- 
ter.  The  above  mentioned  hiftorian  thinks  that  it 
vras  firft  fo  named  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  fe- 
venth  century.  It  was  at  this  period  that  the  Tno* 
nq/iic  life  was  introduced  among  the  Northumbers 
by  Aidan,  who  was  that  year  made  bifliop  of  Nor- 
thumberland, and  had  his  feat  at  Lindisfern.  The 
bifliop  ojf  Hexham,  £ata,  mightily  promoted  this 
pious  work,  and  the  country  feemed  filled  with  rio« 
nafteries,  particularly  the  kingdom  of  Northumber- 
land. 

•  Bourne  adds,  that  when  the  work  of  religion  went 
on  fo  brilkly  throughout  the  whole  country,  it  is 
natural  to  fuppofe  that  this  place  (Newcaftle),  as  it 
was  convenient  for  the  monaftic  life,  on  account  of 
its  retirement,  fo  it  was  no  lef3  eligible  on  accoiuit 
of  its  rtrength  and  fortifications.  Cotemporary  hif- 
torians  fpeak  with  enthufiafm  of  the  numbers,  fanc- 
tity,  and  devotion  of  the  monks  who  inhabited  New- 
caftle and  Gateshead;  and  on  thefe  accounts,  it 
became  fo  famous  as  to  change  its  n^me  to  Monk* 
chefter.  Indeed,  the  prodigious  number  of  the  re- 
mains of  monafteries,  apd  other  religious  edifices,  to 
be  found  at  this  day  in  the  town,  feems  to  juftify 
the  conjedure  of  Bourne,  that  it  was  from  this  it 
had,  for  feveral  centuries,  the  name  of  Monkchefter. 
Very  trivial  and  accidental  circumftances  have  given 
rife  to  great  events,  and,  not  feldom,  to  the  names 
of  countries  and  cities.     ; 

Hiftory,  however,  informs  us,  that  this  place  re- 
tained the  name  of  Monkchefter  till  the  building  of 
the  caftle,  when  it  again  got  another  appellation, 
vit.  Newcaftle,  which  it  retains  to  this  day. 

The 
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The  occafion  of  building  this  once  ftrong  caftle, 
and  the  circumjacent  fortifications,  is  varioufly  ac- 
counted for.  All,  who  have  treated  of  the  hiftorjr 
of  this  celebrated  town,  agree,  that  the  caftle  was 
built  in  the  reign,  and  by  one  of  the  family,  of  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror.  As  that  fierce  and  intrepid 
prince  had  obtained  the  crown  of  England  by  inva* 
ding  the  country,  and  overthrowing  Harold  in  the 
terrible  battle  of  Haftings,  where  that  unfortunate 
prince  was  killed  by  an  arrow,  which  transfixed  hi$ 
brain,  it  was  alfo  his  cruel  policy  to  retain  his 
conquefts  by  violence  and  oppreflion.  For  this  purf- 
pofe,  he  not  only  kept  a  Handing  force,  conCfling  of 
fixty  thoufand  men  at  arms,  and  other  numerous  bo^ 
dies  of  infantry,  but  filled  the  whole  kingdom  with 
forts  and  caftles,  which  he  kept  (Irongly  garrifoned. 
Frequent  were  the  revolts  of  the  opprcffed  and  de- 
graded Angles,  or  Engliih ;  but  always  unfuccelsfuL 
In  one  of  thefe  infurrei^ons,  of  which  the  duke  of 
Northumberland  was  the  chi^f,  the  ftandard  of  re- 
bellion waved  ppon  the  walls  of  the  caftle  of  Prud- 
hoe,  about  ten  miles  above  Monkchefter.  William 
fent  his  fon  ^ufus,  with  an  army,  to  crufh  tlie  rebel- 
lion ;  but  the  rainy  feafon  fetting  in,  he  found  him- 
felf  obliged  to  defer  befieging  that  fortrefs,  which 
was  very  firpng,  till  the  enfuing  fpring ;  and,  winr 
tering  his  troops  in  Monkchefter,  in  order  to  keep 
them  employed,  fet  about  building  the  caftle,  fay-r 
ing,  *'  if  we  cannot  take  the  old;^  we  will,  at  leaft, 
build  a  new  caftle  f  from  whence  the  town  is  iai4 
to  have  got  its  name. 

Others,  with  more  probability,  account  for  th« 
ereding  of  this  vaft  fortrefs  in  a  different  manner. 

They 

P  The  old  caftle  of  Prudho^ 
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They  tell  us,  that  Malcolm  (furnamed  Can-more* 
from  his  large  head)  king  of  Scotland,  halving  in- 
^  vaded  Northumberland  with  a  powerful  army,  laid 
wafte  the  whole  country  to  the  banks  of  the  river 
Tyne.  At  this  time  William  was  in  Normandy, 
along  with  his  fon  Robert,  quelling  fome  rebellion  in 
that  part  of  his  paternal  dominions.  Upon  his  ar- 
rival in  England,  being  apprifed  of  Malcolm's  inva- 
fion,  he  immediately  fent  that  prince  with  a  power- 
ful army  againll  the  Scottifh  chief.  Unable,  or  un- 
willing to  cope  with  Robert,  who  led  a  w-ell-appointed 
army,  Malcolm  retreated  towards  his  own  country. 
Robert's  inftruftions  hmiting  his  duty  only  to  drive 
back  the  invaders,  and  not  to  retaliate,  he  fet  about 
building  this  mighty  place  of  ftrength,  with  the  de  - 
iign,  not  only  to  be  a  powerful  barrier  againft  the 
incuriions  of  the  warlike  Scots,  but  alfo  a  place  of 
arms  for  fecurity  againft  any  infurreftion  that  might 
happen  among  the  inhabitants  in  the  north. 

The  ancient  Chronicle  of  Mailrofs  fays,  *•  that  the 
Conqueror  fent  his  fon  Robert  into  Scotland  againft 
Malcolm,  in  the  year  1080,  who  having  done  no*» 
thing  worth  notice,  upon  his  return,  built  New-c^S-- 
tie."  Hence  we  may  conclude,  that  the  caftlc  was 
founded  the  fame  feafon,  towards  the  latter  end  of 
the  year.  Dugdale's  Monafticon  likewifc  informs  us, 
that  king  William  (the  Conqueror)  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1080,  fent  his  fon  Robert  into  Scotland 
againft  Malcolm ;  but,  having  inarched  as  far  as 
Eggleflireth,  he  returned,  (having  done  no  exploit) 
and  built  the  new  caftle  upon  the  river  Tyne.  Such 
is  the  fubftance  of  thefe  refpeftable  authorities,  as  to 
the  occafion  of  building  the  caftle,  and,  in  confe- 

quence, 

♦  Derived  from  the  Gaelic,  Cemmy  head,  and  wor,  large. 
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quence,  changing  the  name  of  the  place  from  Monk^ 
€hefter  to  that  of  Newcqftle. 

'  William,  on  this  occafion,  Ihewed  a  moderation 
not  ufual  in  his  political  condu6l ;  for  although  he 
had  been  at  vaft  expence  in  building  this  fortrefs,  he 
was  fo  far  from  levying  it  upon  the  town's  people, 
that,  on  the  contrary,  he  encreafed  and  enlarged 
their  liberties  and  privileges. 

From  that  period,  Newcaftle  rapidly -encreafed  in 
population,  trade,  and  wealth ;  whilfl  William,  and 
fucceeding  kings,  conferred  upon  it  many  privileges 
and  immunities;  building,  both  for  ufe  and  orna- 
ment, walls,  monafteries,  churches,  and  bridges ;  of 
which,  with  what  other  public  buildings  have  fince 
been  ere6led,  we  intend  to  prefent  our  readers  with 
a  circumllantial  detail,  in  their  order. 

THE  WALLS. 

The  wars  and  tumults,  which  in  early  times  pre- 
vailed in  this  ifland,  made  it  neceflary  to  have  re« 
courfe  to  the  aid  of  walls,  gates,  and  bars,  not  only 
for  the  protection  of  cities  and  towns,  but  almofl  of 
every  private  building  of  any  confequence.  The  ifland 
being  unhappily  divided  into  two  diftindl  indepen* 
dent  kingdoms,  by  the  river  Tweed  towards  the  eaft, 
and  by  an  imaginary  line  in  the  weftern  part,  jea- 
loufy,  interfering  interefts,  national  pride,  and  am- 
bition, often  were  the  caufes  of  fierce  and  bloody 
battles  between  the  two  rival  nations.  The  open 
country  was  foon  over>run,  while  villages  and  un- 
WSiUed  towns  fell  an  eafy  prey.  Newcaftle,  by  its 
trade  and  encreafing  commercial  confequence,  being 
fituated  near  the  northern  borders  of  the  kingdom,  it 

was 
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was  judged  a  part  of  political  wifdom  to  make  it  a 
powerful  barrier  againft  the  incurlions  of  the  Scots, 
a  formidable  enemy  that  the  Englifh  had  long  to 
contend  with. 

At  fo  early  a  period,  therefore,  as  in  the  reign  of 
William  Rufus,  Hardying,  in  his  Chronicle,  informs 
us,  that  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  was  inclofed  with  a 
wall.  It  was  built  of  ftone,  of  great  heighth  and 
thicknefs,  and  for  many  ages  was  undoubtedly  of 
great  ftrength,  *  As  a  proof  of  this,  we  hare  only  to 
obferve,  that,  although  the  northern  counties  were 
often  invaded,  and  even  over-run,  by  the  Scots,  yet 
they  were  feldom  able,  during  the  courfe  of  a  cen- 
tury, to  make  themfelves  matters  of  Newcaftle.  It 
had  feveral  gates,  wonderfully  ftrong  and  maffive ; 
and  was  ftrengthened  with  towers  and  fquare  turrets, 
which  we  will  notice  in  their  order.  The  wall  was 
furrounded  by  a  fofs  or  ditch  on  the  land  fide,  which 
in  fome  places  is  ftill  vifible,  as  on  the  outfide  of  the 
wall  that  furrounds  the  Carliol  Croft ;  but  in  mod 
places  it  is  at  prefent  level  with  the  adjoining  ground. 
The  fpace,  however,  which  it  occupied,  is  ftill  called 
the  **  King^s  Dykes P  It  appears  to  have  been  uni- 
formly twenty-two  feet,  or  a  chain,  in  width.  It 
is  claimed  as  the  property  of  the  corporation,  to 
whom  every  wafte  within  their  jurifdi6lion  devolves, 
by  the  authority  of  their  charter. 

King  John,  who  refided  frequently  in  Newcaftle, 
was  a  great  benefadlor  to  it,  as  he  not  only  aflifted 
the  townfmen  to  ftrengthen  their  walls,  but  gave 
them  charters  for  working  coal,  and  for  other  articles 
of  commerce.  In  the  year  1299,  during  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  a  grant  was  obtained  from  that  prince^ 
to  unite  Pampedon,  or  Pandon,  with  Newcaftle. 

King 
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King  Edward  III.  granted  the  cuftom  of  goods 
fold  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  for  feven  years,  to  con- 
tribute towards  the  reparation  of  the  walls.  The 
fame  king  alfo  repaired  them  during  his  refidence 
here,  anno  1334. 

In  the  feveral  fubfequent  reigns,  grants  for  repair- 
ing the  walls  were  obtained. 

On  the  17th  of  November,  1762,  the  corporation 
of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  having  ftated  in  a  petition 
to  government,  that  that  part  of  the  town  wall, 
which  extended  from  the  Sand-hill  to  Sand  gate,  was 
no  longer  neceffary,  nor  of  any  ufe  for  defence,  but 
a  great  obftrudion  to  carriages,  and  hindrance  to  the 
difpatch  of  bufinels,  obtained  an  order  of  the  privy- 
council  to  remove  it,  but  at  their  own  coft. 

TOWERS  AND  GATES. 

When  the  walls  had  been  completed,  the  town 
was  divided  into  twenty-four  wards,  according  to  the 
number  of  gates  and  round  towers  in  them,  which^ 
were  wont  to  be  'defended,  in  times  of  hoftility,  by 
their  particular  warders.  The  names  of  the  towers 
were— 

J.  Clofe  Gate*  14*  Mew  Gate* 

2.  White  Friar  Tower.  15.  Bertram-Mowboucher 

3.  Denton,  or  Nevil  Tower.  Tower. 

4.  Weft  Spital  Tower.  16.  Ficket  Tower. 

5.  Stank  Tower.  17.  Pilgrim-ftreet  Gate. 

6.  Gunner  Tower.  18.  Carliol  Tower. 

7.  Pink  Tower.  19.  Plummer  Tower. 

8.  Weft  Gate.  20.  Auftin  Tower. 

9.  Durham  Tower.  21.  Comer  Tower. 

10.  Herber  Tower.  22.  Pandon  Gate. 

11.  Morden  Tower.  23.  Wall-Knoll  Tower. 

12.  Ever  Tower.  24*  Habkin  Tower. 

13.  Andrew  Tower. 


At 
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At  this  period,  fo  remote  from  the  time  of  the 
building  thefe  towers,  and  when  fome  of  them  have 
decayed  through  age,  and  others  converted  to  places 
of  public  meetings  for  the  different  companies  of 
freemen,  it  is  unneceffary,  and  unentertaining,  to 
give  detailed  accounts  refpcdling  them.  We  ihall 
only  take  notice  of  fome  of  the  mod  remarkable. 

There  was  a  turret,  or  tower,  fifty-two  yards  to 
the  fouth  of  the  Clofe  Gate,  adjoining  to  the  river 
Tyne.  The  Clofe  Gate,  after  the  fall  of  the  bridge^ 
in  1771,  was  converted  into  a  temporary  prifon,  but 
was  lately  taken  down,  by  which  the  ftreet  is  much 
more  commodious  for  the  paflage  of  large  waggons, 
^nd  other  carriages,  though  yet  far  too  narrow. 

From  the  Clofe  Gate,  there  are  one  hundred  and 
forty  fteps,  on  the  top  of  the  wall,  as  it  afcends  a 
very  fteep  hill  to  White-Friar  Tower,  at  the  diftance 
of  fixty-nine  yards.  The  common  name  of  thefe 
IS  Break-neck  Stairs^  and  is  of  very  obvious  etymo- 
logy. 

White-Friar  Tower  had  its  name  from  its  vicinity 
to  the  houfe  of  the  Carmelites,  or  White  Friars.  The 
flraternity  of  mafons  had  their  hall  in  the  upper 
apartment  of  this  tower ;  in  the  lower  one  was  the 
meeting-houie  of  bricklayers  and  meters.  From 
the  White-Friar  Tower  to  the  Poftern  Gate  is  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  yards. 

It  is  fuppofed  by  Bourne,  that  it  was  from  this' 
gate,  in  the  reign  of  £dward  III.  that  three  hundred 
valiant  townfmen  fallied  forth  fuddenly,  in  the  night, 
upon  a  great  army  of  Scots,  who  then  lay  encamped, 
befieging  the  town,   put  them  to  flight,  and  took 

earl  Murray  prifoner  in  his  tent. 

Next 
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Next  follows  Spital  Tower,  from  its  vicinity  to 
Weft  Spital,  fuppofed  by  Bourne  to  have  been  buih 
by  the  mafter  and  brethren  of  that  hofpital,  for  their 
protfdlion. 

Theti  we  fucceflively  come  to  Stank  Tower,  Gun- 
ner Tower,  and  Pink  Tower,  and  from  thence  to  the 
Weft  Gate*  The  three  iirft  having  nothing  remark- 
able to  recommend  them  to  attention,  we  Ihall  omit 
further  notice  of  them. 

Weft  Gate  is  ftill  one  of  thofe  ftrong  entrances 
through  the  town  wall.  It  h^d  been,  in  former 
times,  fecured  with  maffive  gates,  of  oak  beams,  and 
iron  doors.  Through  this  hy  th6  track  of  the  Ro- 
man wall.  This  gate  confifts  of  four  wards,  and  Is 
faid  to  have  been  built  by  Roger  de  Thornton,*  k 
merchant,  who,  from  very  fmall  beginnings,  becamfe 
equally  diftirtguifhed  for  his  wealth  and  munifi- 
cence. This  place  was  formerly  a  prifott  for  unruly 
apprentices,  and  is  at  prefent  the  hall  of  the  houfe- 
carpenters*  In  the  year  17^2,  a  foot-way  was  opetied 
on  the  north  fide  of  this  gate. 

The  hiftorian  Leland  calls  this  gate  '•  a  mighty 
ftroDg  thifig,  of  four  wards,  and  art  iron  gate'^ 

The  next  on  the  walls,  from  the  \Veft  Gate,  \% 
Durham  Tower,  and  the  dillance  between  them 
meafures  one  hundred  and  one  yards. 

That  next  in  order   is  Berber    To^er;     fn)m 

thence  to  Morden  Tower  is  one  hundred  and  fifteen 

yards.    This,  in  the  year  tyoo,  was  fitted  up  as  a 

*  F  2  meeting- 


<«*Mhii«**^>4fcA^ 


♦  The  Mlt  nvtts  of  thofc  tinitfs,  envjring  his  good  fortune, 
pleaied  the  lefs  opulent,  or  probably  lefs  induftrious  neighbours 
of  Mr.  Thoratoni  with  the  following  farcaftio  diilich :— - 

**  At  the  Weft  Gate  came  Thornton  in, 

<<  With  a  hap,  and  a  halfpenny,  and  a  lamb*ikia.'* 
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meeting-houfe,  or  hall,  for  the  glaziers,  plumbers, 
pewterers,  and  painters. 

We  then  come  to  Ever  Tower,  and  the  interven- 
ing diftance  is  ninety-nine  yards. 

The  next  on  the  walls  is  Andrew  Tower,  and  the 
diftance  from  Ever  Tower  is  one  hundred  yards.  It 
probably  derived  its  name  from  its  vicinity  to  St. 
Andrew's  church. 

The  next  tower  was  built  over  New-yate,  or  New- 
gate.  This  has  been  one  of  the  principal  paflages 
through  the  walls;  and  in  confequence  ftrongly  for* 
tified.  It  probably  derived  the  name  of  New-gate 
from  its  being  built  on  the  (ite  of  an  old  one,  which 
appears  to  have  been  called  Berwick-gate.  There 
is  fome  rude  fculpture  on  the  north  fide  of  the  gate ; 
there  are  alfo  three  ancient  ihields  of  arms,— St. 
George's  crofs — arms  of  England,  with  the  fleurs  de 
lis  femee — and  the  Newcaftle  arms. 

A  French  antiquary,  Troijfart^  tells  us,  that  the 
bifhop  of  Durham,  going  with  a  ftrong  body  of  troops 
to  join  the  Englifh  army  then  marching  againfl:  the 
Scots,  when  a  bloody  battle  was  fought  at  Otterburn, 
iflued  out  of  Newcaftle  at  Berwick- gate,  now  Newr 
gate.  This  memorable  battle  was  fought  in  the  year 
1388. 

There  is  a  ftatue  over  the  gate,  in  royal  attire, 
tvith  a  truncheon  or  fceptre  in  its  hand,  and  a  crown 
upon  its  head ;  it  is  within  a  niche,  or  arch,  of 
Roman  architedure,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  beea 
placed  there  in  commemoration  of  Jams  I.  who 
psfffed  through  Newcaftle  on  his  way  to  London,  at 
his  acceflion  to  the  throne. 

Here  is  the  common  prifon,  which  is  very  ftrong : 
the  condemned  hold  is  truly  frightful    The  amia« 

^ble 
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ble  philanthropift,  Howard,  difapproves  of  this  prifon, 
both  for  its  fituation  and  inconvenience;  but  ap- 
plauds the  benignity  of  the  late  worthy  Sir  Walter 
Blackett,  out  of  the  rents  of  whpfe  ample  eftate  this 
place  of  confinement  is  plentifully  fupplied  with 
coals.  The  names  of  the  refpeftive  gaolers  are  un- 
intereding ;  fufficient  is  it  to  add,  that  they  have  in 
general  been  men  of  humanity  and  fympathy  to- 
wards thofe  who  were  conligned  to  their  care  hj 
the  laws. 

Mr.  Brand  obferves,  that  Newgate  feems  to  have 
been  built  before  Newcaftle  was  made  a  county  of 
itfelf,  and  took  cuftody  of  its  own  prifoners,  who,  no 
doubt,  before  that  time,  were  confined  in  the  old 
caftle  of  the  town,  in  common  with  other  delin^ 
quents  of  the  county  of  Northumberland.  The  ad- 
ditional wings  or  flan]cs,  on  each  fide  of  the  fouth 
front  of  this  ftrudlure,  appear  to  have  been  erected 
about  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century  :  the  port- 
cullis of  this  gate  ftill  remains  entire. 

The  common-council  of  Newcaftle,  in  the  year 
1676,  appointed  a  minifter  to  read  prayers  every 
Wednefday  and  Friday,  and  to  preach  a  fermon  to 
the  unfortunate  prifoners  there  once  a  month,  grant- 
ing, for  fuch  benevolent  fervices,  an  annual  falary  of 
ten  pounds. 

In  the  year  1765,  a  foot- way  was  opened  into  Sid^ 
gate,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Newgate,  through  the  town 
wall,  for  the  conveniei^ce  of  the  public ;  the  paflage 
through  NtfWgate  being,  efpecially  in  winter,  dark, 
dangerous,  and  nafty. 

The  next  place  of  ftrength  to  Newgate  is  Ber-. 
tram-Mowboucher  Tower;    the  diftance  between 
them  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix  yards.    The 
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name  is  evidently  derived  from  Bertram  Movvbou- 
cher,  uho  was  repeatedly  high  (heriff  of  Northum- 
berland. The  names  of  public  benefadlors  are  juftly 
perpetuated^  and  defervedly  and  gratefully  remem- 
Ircred. 

The  next  is  Ficket  Tower,  and  meafures,  froth- 
the  laft  mentioned,    one  hundred   and    thirty-tw6 
yards.    This  tower  has  nothing  remarkable  to  claim 
our  notice. 

The  next  wprthy  of  mention  is  Pilgrim-flreet 
Gate,  and  the  diftance  from  Ficket  Tower  is  137 
yards.  This  being  one  of  the  moft  public  gates  of 
the  town,  towards  the  north,  and  from  whencd  the 
greatefl  danger  generally  came,  was,  accordingly, 
ftrongly  fortified.  As  dividing  one  of  the  moft  fpa- 
cious  and  longeft  ftreets  of  Newcaftle,  the  view  of 
this  gate  has  an  unpleafing  effed,  for  as  trade  and 
bufinefs  increafed,  large  carriages,  waggons,  tic.  find 
it  very  difficult  to  pafs.  It  ii  remarkable,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  this  ftteet,  fome  yeats  fince,  petitioned 
the  town-council  for  liberty  to  pull  down  the  gate, 
which,  it  feems,  was  tefufed.  Since  theri  the  inha- 
bitants of  pilgrim  and  Northumberland  ftreets  have 
been  applied  to  by  the  magiftrates  to  femov6  the 
fame  gate,  and  defray  the  expence,  but  they,  ort 
their  part,  refufed  to  comply  with  thefe  propofals. 
It  was  called,  fays  Bourne,  Pilgrini-Jireet^  front  the 
great  number  of  pilgrims,  who,  in  the  days  of  fuper- 
ftition,  lodged  in  this  ftreet,  coming  from  every  part 
of  the  kingdom  to  vifit  the  flirine  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  at  Jefmond,  Over  the  gate  is  the  hall  of  the 
joiners,  who  repaired  it  in  the  year  1716. 

Next  is  Carliol  Tower.    From  Pilgrim-ftreet  gate 
to  this  tower  is  one  hundred  and  fifty -feven  yards. 

Throe 
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Three  fmaller  ones  intervene  between    thefe  two 
large  towers.     Here  is  the  weavers'  hall. 

The  next  is  Auftin  Tower.  This  was  built  by 
the  friars  of  St.  Auguftine,  and  the  order  went  by 
that  name.  It  feems  to  have  been  ereded  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  I.  The  hall  is  the  meeting,  houfe 
of  the  mafons'  fociety.  From  Carliol  Tower  to  Auf- 
tin Tower  is  one  hundred  and  fifty-feven  yards. 

The  next  is  Corner  Tower.  The  diftance  from 
Auftin  Tower  to  Corner  Tower  is  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  yards.  From  this  laft  to  Pandon  Gate  is 
ninety-five  yards,  From  Pandon  Gate  to  the  Car- 
penter^s,  or  Wall  Knoll  Tower,  is  ninety-five  yards. 
This  was  evidently  of  Roman  architedlure,  as  the 
Roman  wall  ran  crpf^  here,  by  the  Low-bridge,  St* 
Nicholas'  church-yard,  and  through  Weftgate,  &c. 
as  has  been  already  obferved. 

From  Carpenter's  Tower  to  Sand-Gate  is  the  dis- 
tance of  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  yards.  It  was 
at  this  gate  that  the  eaft  end  of  a  llrong  wall,  which 
ran  parallel  with  the  river  T>  ne,  joined  to  Sandgate, 
and  formed  an  angle.  That  gate  was  taken  down 
in  the  year  1798;  by  order  of  the  magiftrates,  to 
widen  the  ilreet,  which,  on  account  of  the  vaft 
number  of  carriages,  was  exceedingly  inconvenient 
and  dangerous  to  foot  paiTengers.  The  wall  alon^ 
the  Quayfide  had  many  gates^  oppofite  to  the  Ceveral 
chares,  or  lanes,  leading  into  the  town.  Thefe  gates 
wejrc  very  ftrong,  and  were  all  fliut  every  night,  cx^ 
cepting  two,  which  were  left  open  for  feamen,  keeU 
men,  &c.  and  thefe  were  well  guarded. 

It  was  obferved  by  Mr  Milbank,  in  the  MSS  which 
he  left,  that  between  each  of  thefe  large  towers  tliere 
were  generally  two  lefTec  ones,  of  a  fquarc  form,  with 

the 
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the  effigies  of  men  cut  in  flone  upon  their  tops,  as 
in  a  watching  pofture,  and  they  were  called  Garrets^ 
having  fquare  holes,  or  apertures,  through  which 
to  difcharge  arrows,  flones,  and  other  miifiles,  at  a 
"befieging  enemy. 

Such  is  a  general  account  of  the  once  famous 
•walls,  incloiing  the  town  and  county  of  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne,  being  about  two  miles  in  length.     Le- 
land,  in  his  Itinerary,  fays,  they  were  the  ftrongeft 
and  mod  magnificent  of  almoft  any  in  Europe.  This 
is  poffibly  faying  too  much  ;  but,  from  what  remains 
of  them  any  way  entire,  they  muft  have  been  er- 
ceedingly  ftrong,  and  perfedly  capable  of  fetting  at 
defiance  any  enemy,  before  the  invention  of  artil- 
lery.   They  were  at  once  the  ornament  and  fecurity 
of  the  town.    The  eye  of  the  antiquary  furveys  them 
with  complacency  :  ihe  archited):  applauds  the  maf- 
five  flones,  compad  cement,  iron  cramps,  folid  and 
ftrong  gates,  portcullifes  of  iron,  &c.,  that  have  once 
compofed  this  mighty  barrier.     Curiolity  views  the 
majeflic  ruins  with  delight,  whilft  the  delicate  vale- 
tudinary,  panting  for  breath,    reprobates  them,  as 
obftru<5t:ing  the  more  free  circulation  of  the  ambient 
air.    The  man  of  bufinefs  wifhes  them  level  with  the 
ground,   as  hindering  the  paffage  of  his  waggons^ 
tranfporting  valuable  bales  of  goods  from  one  part  of 
the  ifland  to  another.     But,  fome  centuries  ago,  had 
they  then  hved  within  their  bounds,  had  they  feen 
the  adjacent  fields  gleaming  with  hoflile  arms,  while 
malTes  of  ftone,  arrows,  and  other  weapons  of  de- 
ftrudion,  in  vain  were  hurled  at  their  gates,  and  the 
daring  invaders  repelled  by  the  courage  and  refolu- 
tion  of  the  wardours  of  the  refpedive  towers ;  they 
would  have  viewed  thefe  noble  efforts  of  patriotic 
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art  aiKl  indullrj,  with  fentiments  very  contrary  to 
thofe.^of  mdifierenee,  er  oF- contempt.'- -But,' dias ! 
lince  the  invention  of'  artillery;  the  fafliion  of  the 
fight  (as  the  poet  fays)  ha$  altered  tllb  Yho]ie%hisft)ry 
of  war :_  ^nd  thefe  pwe  mighty  walls,  which  two 
hupdr^d  ihoufaQd  befie^qg  wasrriors  could  not  make 
themfelves  mafters  of  in  the  courfe,  of  maay  months, 
half  a  dozen  Tjatterinfe  cahnon,  of  thirty-two  ^c  and 
ihot,  -would  drive  to-  duii  in  a  few  Iioun;   The  ufe, 
therefore,  of  fortifying  towns  ^nd  cities  with  done 
walls,  is  now,  in*  general,  unavailing.     Scarcely  any 
fortification  on  earth  is  impregnable,  if  we  exTcept 
Malta,  which  engineers  affiire  U9  is  completely  fo; 
That  the  gentlemen,  who  at  prefept  dired  the  affairs 
of  the  corporation,  judge  the  exiftence  of  the  town 
walls  to  be  no  longer  neceflary,  appears  evident,  as 
from  time  to  time  they  are  ftill.  diminiihing  them. 
Now  a  gate  is  pulled  down«  then  the  wall  perforated 
by  fome  new  pallage.    At  this  moment,  workmen 
are  bufy  in  ftriking  through  a  large  paffage  for  car- 
riages, half  way  between  the  Carpenter*s  Tower  and 
where  Sandgate  Gate  once  ftood.    Such  changes  are 
incident  to  all  human  affairs!  Omnia  mutantur^  et 
MS  mutamur  cum  illis !   All  things  change,  and  we 
are  changed  With  them ! 

HOUSES- 

In  the  year  lySr,  by  the  window-cefs  books,  it 
appears,  that  there  were,  in  the  four  pariihes  ^f 
Newcaftle,  two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  houfes ;  but  it  is  to  be  confide^ed,.  t|;iat  a  great 
many  <^  thefe  were  marked  as  **  i^or/'  and  were 
not  .taken  into  this  general  account. 

G  St. 
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'    St,  Micbolas' jMtfilii         ^      «      ~      «.     -       444 

(San^gAte  qoarttr     -  495 

POgrim^lreet  qurter  ji. 

Pandon  quarter     «  202 

C  Sand-hill  quarter    «  137.       ' 

Total  of  All  Saints  -    *•    114$ 


St*  John's  paiiih  (within  the  gates)      ^       ^      ^     43^ 
St.  Andrews  pasifli      -*      -»      «     «     «     ^     5$6 

Totalof  the  four  pariihes        2389 

If  this  account  was  accurate,  we  may  warrantably 
by,  that  by  the  numett)us  buildings,  all  around  the 
town,  the  number  of  houfes  is  vaftly  encreafed  in 
thefe  twenty  years  pad. 

POPULATION. 

In  confequence  of  an  ad  of  parliament  paiTcd  in 
the  feflion  of  1801,  for  taking  an  exadt  enumeration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  the  following 
returns  have  been  made  for  Newcaftle  and  Gatef- 
head: 

ST.  KICROLAS*  PARISH* 

Inhabited  houfes        50i--^occupied  by  1074  fanulies. 
Uninhabited  houfes     44 

Total     -     -     -    545 

Males      •      -      a222'1 

Females     r     • '    2581  i  Employed  in  trade  1037,  labnAaft- 

— —  1      dry  2|  independent  of  trade  8. 
Total     •     -     •    4803J 
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P^UUSH  07  AIX  SAINTS. 

Inliabited  houfcs      1577—Occupied  by  3795  families. 
Uninhabited  houfes     66 

Total    ...      1645 

Maks     .    .     -     65191  Of  ^yji  nnAiber  18  arc  employed 
Females    -    .    -    go77  I    in  agriculture,  agyj  in  trade,  aad 
•Toul    •    .    .     14,396]     5<i»c  independent  of  trade. 

ST.  John's  parish. 

Inhabited  boofes        619— ^Occupied  hj  798  familiet. 
Uninhabited  houfes      1 1 

Total      -     .     •      630 

•pid  '     '     *     *^*a1  ^^  *^^'  *^  ^^  employed  in  huf. 

*^^    >     bandry,  and  9  are  todepeiidefit  of 

Total     :    .    ^    463J     ^^- 

ST,  Ara»IUEW'9  PARISH. 

Iidabiicd  bouft^    .  446-^eciiiiie4  by  99^  fiuniliet.    * 
.  Uyinh^bhed  bauff  >     la 

Total     -     -     -      4J8 

•  ¥ 

I  —  »« 

J?^    -     -     '     nifl  Of  iMa,  847  «»e  «««ag«<l  ih  tnide, 
remales     .      .      »689  I     ^  .^  i^pcqJww,  aod  sti.indc 

T»o4    *     .    ,    4449]     pwteat  of  trade. 

So  that,  according  to  thefe  returns,  tlie  prefent 
population  amounts  only  to  the  following  numbers : 

All  Sai9t& ,  n    ^    m    ^    .  I4f396 

St.  Nicholas'    .    «    .     .  41803. 

St.  John's     .....  4,6if 

St.  Aitdrev^s     .    •    •  ' .  4^460 


Total 


t^m,^mm* 


<8,a9f 


G  2  PARISH 
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PARISH   or  GATESHEAD, 

•  « »  r     • 

'  INCLVDIHG    TBE   FEll^    OR   COMMON. 

Inhabited  houfes       1037 — Occupied  by  2099  families. 
Uninhabited  houfes      64 


J  Total     -  ^  -  .  .    .  uoi  » 


Males    -     -     -  '  39^4 
Females     -'     t     4623 


Employed  in  agricultate  901 1«i$Lia 
tiude  1679. 


Total     -     .     -     S597J 

■  '    *  /    '"  "^  •  •     '  ■  ' « '    ■ 

TOTAL  POPULATION.        .     i         .  {  .     } 

Newcaftle    •    •    •    •    7  ~  28,294 
Gatefliead    •    -    -    -    •      ^>597 

"         •  •■•  'I        -""-I- 

*  The  above  returns  of  tb.e  popjidation  of.Ncwicaftle 
and  Gatefhead  have '  ei^cited  imirerfal  furprif(|,  the 
number  of  inhabitants,  upwatds  of  forty  jears  ago, 
being  reckoned  at  fiftj  YKd^Dd;  and  it  is  well 
known  the  town  has  encreafe4:in  buildings,  botii 
ufeful  and  ornamental,  above '  one-third  ^it^ithin  the 
laft  twenty  years.  ]         ^ 

It  is  therefore  manifeft,  that  theire  muft  have  been 
fome  great  Eiift«ke  eitheir  in  the  former  calculations, 
-ot  in  the  recent  oofes.  No  blame^  we  are  certain, 
can  attach  to  the  reipedable<geotlemen  empk^ed 
in  making  the  epumeration. :  they  could  have  no 
ipotive  in  deceiving  the  legiflatuxe  refpe^i;  th/p 
real  population,  if,  then,  there  is  an  error  in  the 
grofs  return,  we  are  inclined  to  believe  it  originated 
with  the  people  tbemfelves ;  for^  as  the  bufile  of 
bufinefs  in  Newcajlle  puts  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
inhabitants  to  attend  much  to  ads  of  parliament^ 
and  the  lower  clais  being  unacquainted  with  the  real 
intention  in  making  this  general  furvey,  a  confider- 

able 
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able  part  of  them  crroneoufly  imagined  that  it  was 
to  be  followed  up  by  a  capitation- tax !  Impreffed  with 
this  frightful  idea,  very  many  perfons  are  fuppofed 
to  have  given  returns  of  at  leaft  one- third  lefs  tnaa 
the  adual  number.  Added  to  this,  inmates,  travel- 
lers, foldiers,  and  vaft  numbers  of  fea- faring  meni 
were  generally  omitted.     '  —  - 

Another  argument,  which  ftrongly  tends  to  prove 
the  inaccuracy  of  the  r&ceht  'enumeration,  is,  that 
Newcaftle  has.  for^  many  y<?ars  paft  ranked  as  the 
third  or  fourth  town  in  England,  both  for  wealth  and 
commercial  importance, .  and,  of  courfe  for  popula- 
tion. Belides,  fuch  has  been  the  influx  of  people 
from  the  interior,  in  thefe  tirrie^'  of  preflure,  that  it 
is  with  the'utmoft  difficulty  dwelling. houfes  can.be 
obtained,  even  at  very  advanced  rents. 

Thefe  obfervations,  'we  prejTume,  may  juftify.  the 
former  calculations  of  the  population  .at  iifty  thou* 
fand  to  have  been  founded  m  truth :  and,  for  the 
above  reaibns,  we  may  ventur^  to  Uate  the  real 
number  pf  the  inhabitants  of  NeWcaflle,  with  the 
populous  borough  of  Gatefliead/  to  be  near  lixty 
thoufand.  \ 

Dr.  Hutton  fays,  that,  this  great  number  of  people 
is  fupplied  with  all  kinds  of  provifions  from  the  very 
plentiful  markets  of  the  town ;  here  being  ufed  an^ 
nually,  in  his  time,  above  5,000  beeves,  or  oxen  and 
cows,  10,000  calves,  143,000  fheep  and  lambs,  with 
fwine,  fifli,  ^poultry,  eggs,  butter,  hams,  bacon,  fitc, 
from  the  neighbouring  counties  in  prodigious  abun^ 
dance.  The  market  days  for  corn  are  Tuefday  and 
Saturday,    See  his  Survey  of  Newcastle, 

STREETS, 
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STREETS,  &c. 

From  the  local  fituation  of  Newcstflle^  the  old 
llreets  and  alleys  feem  to  have  been  very  irregular  ; 
thofe  of  a  more  modem  date  are  a  little  better 
planned^  paved,  and  executed. 

QUAY,  OR  KEY-SIDE- 

The  wall  that  was  here  being  taken  down,  the 
quay,  in  confequence,  has  been  fo'enlargjed  and  im* 
proved  as  to  become  one  of  the  largeft,  longeft,  and 
moll  eommpdious  wharfs  in  the  kingdoiti.'  t^  ftiea- 
futes,  fays  Boqme,  103  rods ;  yet  fo  prodigious  has 
the  (hipping  of  the  port  of  NewcaiUe  encreafed^  of 
late  years^  from  almoft  all  nations,  particularly  the 
northern,  that,  extenfive  as  it  is,  it  i$  fpund  ofteq 
infufficient,  and  the  veflels  can  only  come  to  tlie 
<^ayflde  to  unload  in  their  turi^s.  A  (cheme  has 
lately  beeri  handed  about,  to  make  it  ftitl  more 
commodious,  by  ordering  all  the  wherries  to  unload 
Abow  the  bridge,  making  a  quay  from  the  Skinner* 
bourn  foundery  to  the  Lead  Stairs,  to  include  ^  two 
arched  of  the  bridge,  and  to  have  the  dwelljng-houfes 
there  converted  into  war^houfes.  The  above  plan 
would  be  more  efpecially  neceilary,  ihould  a  canal 
from  the  eaft  to  the  weft  fea  ever  be  cut.  The  names 
of  the  chares  leading  from  this  place  to  the  Butcher 
Bank,  Pandon,  &c.  are  fait^iliar  enough  to  the  inha- 
bitants; and  it  would  afford  fmall  gratification  to 
ethers  to  be  told  that  one  is  called  Broad  Chare,  ano- 
ther Grindon  Chare,  another  Peppercorn  Chare,  &c. 
They  are  twenty-one  in  number  >  but,  although 

their 
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their  appearance  has  little  to  recommend  them,  yet 
there  are  abandanct  of  ftorehoufes  and  lofts  for  com, 
and  indeed  for  valuable  commodities  of  every  kind. 
The  well  end  joind  the  bridge,  and  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  quay  is  the  cuftom-houfe,  a  ftately  build- 
ing, which  Ihall  be  defcribed  in  its  proper  place« 

SAND-HILL. 

• 
This  part  of  the  town,  the  fcene  of  fo  much  bufi- 

fiels,  derives  its  name,  we  are  told,  from  its  being  a 

bHl  of  naked  fand^  where  the  inhabitants  ufed  to  af« 

femble  for  recreation.    We  are  alfo  informed,  that 

kt  high  water  the  tide  ufed  to  carry  fmall  veflels  up 

part  of  the  Side  to  the  foot  of  the  Dean,  (now  Dean^ 

ftreet)  over  which  the  Roman  wall  paflbd,  by  the 

Low  Bridge.    By  this  it  would  appear  that  the  Tyne 

was  broader  and  larger  in  former  times  than  it  is  now. 

Nor  is  this  at  all  improbable.    We  all  know  tlsat  the 

ndiole  ifland  was  aimoll  covered  with  wood,  when 

the   Romans   firft   invaded  Britain.      Phik)fophers 

tell  us,  that  trees  and  forefls  are  powerful  alembics, 

and  that  their  foliage  ftrongly  attrads  the  moifture 

in  the  clouds,  which,  diftilling  on  the  ground,  forms 

'riUs,  rivulets,   and  flowing  inceflaotly  into  rivets, 

greatly  encreafes  their  quantity  of  water.    We  ace 

told,  that  lince  the  cutting  down  of  the  huge  forefts 

of  America,  and  clearing  the  grounds,  on  the  banks 

of  their  large  rivers^  the  waters  are  conftantly  de- 

creafiog,  in  proportion  as  thefe  natural  alembics  are 

xemoved.    This  may  have  been  the  cafe  with  the 

river  Tyne.    However,  the  Sand-hill  hasfuflfereda 

liappy  transformation,  as  from  a  hill  of  barren  fea 

finid,  it  has  become  the  great  market-place  of  New- 

caftle, 
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caftle,  furrounded,  with  rich  and  fpac^pus  Ibqps^  a- 
bounding  with- every  kind  of  valuahlp  and  ufeful 
merchandize.  .      .     v 

On  the  fouth  Hde  of  the  $and  hiU  flood  the  hofpital 
called  Maifonde  Dieu,  or  Houfe  of  G9d,  ,^  Here  were 
maintained  a  warden,  being  aprie(l»  nine  poor  men, 
brethren,  and  four  poor  women,  fillers.  This  an- 
cient edifice  was  founded  about  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Fourth.  The  celebrated  Roger 
de  Thbmtt>n,  the  munificent  benefactor  of  Newcas- 
tle, and  its  reprefentative  in  Parlianient,  was  the 
founder  of  this  charitable  inftitution. .  Tl^e  hoi^e 
was  dedicated  to  St.  Catharine.. 

A  royal  licence  was  obtained  from  king  He^nry  IV. 
dated  February  12th,  1403,  to  enable  Roger.de 
Thornton,  burgefsf^of  Newcaftle  upon  I'yne,  to  aliea 
in  mortmain,  to  the  mayor,  fheri£f,  aldermen^  and 
commonalty  of  that  town,  a  piece  of  ground,  one 
hundred  feet  in  length,  and  twenty^four  in  breadth, 
within  faid  town,  wherein  certain  poor'perfons  were 
to  be  provided  with  meat  and  clothing,  in  a  **  Houfe 
of  God,''  to  be  built  by  the  faid  Thornton ;  and 
where  they  fhould  pray  daily  for  the  health  of  the 
faid  mayor,  fherifi*,  &c. ;  as  alfo  for  that  of  the  foun- 
der, while  he.  lived ;  and,  after  their  refpeflive 
deaths,  for  their  fouls,  and  the  fouls  of  the  father 
and  mother  of  the  founder,  and  thofe  of  all  the  be- 
nefactors of  that  intended  hofpital. 

By  the  name  of  the  warden,  brethren,  and  fiften 
of  the  hofpital  of  St.  Cathajrine«  called  Thomtoa's 
Hofpital,  they»might  plegd,  and  be  impleaded,  io  ail 
courts,  and 'have  a  common  feal.  In  fubfequent 
reigns,  there  were  additional  emoluments  beftowed 
upon  the  Maifon  de  Dieu  of  Thornton,  till  fir  Rich- 
ard 
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ard  Lumley,  of  Lumley  Caftle,  in  the  county  of 
Durham^  knight,  a  defceudant  of  Thornton,  by  the 
female  line,  conveyed,  June  the  ift,  1624,  to  the 
mayor  and  burgefles  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  and 
their  fuccefibrs,  forever,  all  that  building  of  ftone, 
Covered  with  lead,  Handing  near  to  the  water  of 
Tyne,  and  to  the  eaft  part  of  the  chamber  of  the 
faid  town  of  Newcaftle,  being  anciently  part  of  and 
belonging  to  the  hofpital  of  St.  Catharine  the  virgin, 
commonly  called  Thornton's  hofpital.  This  grant  is 
evidently  made  after  the  difTolution  of  the  hofpital 
itfelf. 

Jit  feems  by  Speed's  plan  of  Newcaftle,  that  the 
Maifon  de  Bieu  was  the  firft  public  place,  or  build- 
ing, marked  on  the  Sand-hill,  through  wliich  Lork- 
burn  is  reprefented  as  paffing,  on  the  eaft  fide.  It 
has  fince  that  time  been  arched  over. 

In  this  place  ftand  the  Exchange  and  Town-court, 
Cfee  public  buildings  J  built  between-  the  years  1655 
and  1658.  Bourne  fays,  that  an  old  town-houfe 
was  firll  built,  where  the  prefent  one  ftands,  by  the 
fame  powerful  and  benevolent  Roger  Thornton. 

In  the  middle  of  the  Sand-hill,  fronting  the  Ex- 
change, there  was  ereded  a  Qatue  of  king  James  IL 
caft  in  copper,  of  the  iize  of  the  famous  equeftrian 
ilatue  of  Charles  I.  at  Charing-crofs,  London.  In 
the  convulfed  fiate  of  the  nation,  the  inhabitants, 
incenfed  at  the  tyranny  of  James,  pulled  down  his 
ftatue,  and  threw  it  into  the  river,  in  the  year  1688, 
the  celebrated  aera  of  the  -  reftoration  of  Briti/h  li- 
berty. The  ftatue,  however,  was  faid  to  be  a  maf- 
terly  piece  of  art,  caft  by  Mr.  William  Larfon,  and 
approred  of  by  Sir  Chriftopher  Wren.  It  coft  the 
to wa  eight  hundred  pounds.     Upon  the  accelBon  of 

H       •  William 
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William  prince  of  Orange  to  the  throne  of  Britain, 
when  the  ferment  of  men*s  minds  had  fubfided,  the 
magiftrates  ordered  the  ftatue  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
river ;  but  not  thinking  it  prudent  to  replace  it  in  its 
former  fituation,  they  probably  put  it  to  a  better 
ufe,  by  converting  it  into  a  fet  of  bells.  Before  the^ 
alterations  made  upon  the  Exchange,  a  few  years 
ago,  and  while  the  fteeple  was  (landing,  a  ftatue  of 
Charles  II.  in  Roman  habit  was  placed  in  a  niche 
i^pon  a  pedeftal,  in  the  front  of  the  Town-houfe. 
On  pulling  down  the  fteeple,  the  ftatue  was  re- 
moved, and  placed  in  the  weft  end  of  the  Exchange, 
in  the  area  where  gentlemen  meet  for  bufinefs  aiPd 
converfation, 

Pafling  thrf-  entrance  to  the  quay,  where  was  the 
Water-gate,  there  is  now  a  lofty  pile  of  buildings, 
eight  ftories  high,  for  the  purpofe  of  depofiting 
goods  of  different  kinds,  which,  by  means  of  a  power- 
ful crane,  are  eaflly  either  taken  on  board  the  fhips 
at  the  quay,  or  conveyed  to  the  wharf.  The  pre- 
fent  warehoufes  were  erefted  in  confequence  of  the 
former  buildings  being,  a  few  years  ago,  nearly  de- 
ftroyed  by  fire. 

Adjoining  to  the  Exchange,  and  clofe  to  the 
bridge,  is  the  chapel  of  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr. — 
fSee  churches^  l^c. 

THE  OLD  BRIDGE, 

• 
It  is  obferved  by  Mr.  Bourne,  that  the  building 
now  under  confi^eration  was  of  great  antiquity,  uor 
doubtedly  as  old  as  the  times  of  the  Romans.  It  was 
an  invariable  rule  in  the  policy  of  that  people  to 
cement  all  the  provinces  of  their  vs^t  empire  by  mo- 

ral 
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ral  and  natural  means.     Hence  it  is,  that  wherever 
their  victorious  legions  extended  their  dominions, 
there  we  find  military  ways,  arches,  bridges,  forts, 
and  caftles,  not  only  to  facilitate  the  march  of  their 
troops  to  the  remotefl  parts  of  their  empire,  but  to 
find  ufeful  employment  for  their  foldiers  during  the 
intervals  of  war,  and  to  compenfate  the  natives,  in 
fome  degree,  for  the  lofs  of  their  liberty.     The  Tyne 
being  a  large  river,  interfering  the  Roman  province, 
this  political  people  would,  no  doubt,  fecure  a  paf- 
iage  over  that  river,  by  a  bridge,  in  the  conllrudtion 
of  which  clafs  of  architecture  they  were  great  maf- 
ten.      Accordingly,  we  find  (by  the  laudable  re. 
fearches  of  feveral  antiquaries,  as  eminent  for  their 
veracity,  as  for  their  erudition)  this  matter  fettled  to 
a  demonftration.     Dr.  Hunter,  a  great  modern  anti- 
quarian, affirms,  that  he  had  obferved  a  military 
way,  going  off  from  Watling-ftreet,  near  Binchefler ; 
which,  be  fuppofes,  went  to  Che{ter4e-ftreet,  and 
that  it  ran  on  towards  Newcaftle. 

Dr.  Stukeley,  in  his  Iter  Bbreale,  or  Northern 
Journey,  fpeaking  of  Gateftiead,  fays,  **  the  Roman 
road  here,  which  is  the  true  Herman-ilreet,  coming 
from  Suilex,  and  running  down  Gatelhead  Fell,  pafies 
in  a  ftraight  line  to  the  bridge."  Another  Itinerary, 
by  Richard  of  Cirencefter,  traces  '*  the  Roman  mili- 
tary way  from  Catterick,  in  Yorkfliire,  to  Binchelter, 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  where  it  branches  out 
into  two  different  itinera,  or  ways,  one  of  which 
ftretches  out  towards  Falkirk,  in  Scotland,  by  the 
way  of  Cojrbridge,  Ebchefter,  &c.  while  the  other, 
pafilng  through  Chefter*le-{lreet,  terminates  in  the 
Jloman  wall,  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne.** 

H  z  Pen. 
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Pennant,  in  his  tour,  fays :  "  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing, that  part  of  the  Roman  bridge  remained  there 
(at  Newcaftle)  till  very  lately ;  for,  from  the  obfer- 
vation  of  workmen  upon  the  old  piers,  they  fecmed 
to  have  been  originally  formed  without  any  fprings 
for  arches,  which  was  the  manner  of  building  ufed  by 
the  Romans."     Here  alfo  were  found  coins  and  me- 
dals, of  Trajan  and  feveral  other  Roman  emperors,  in 
the  innermoft  parts  of  the  ruins  of  the  old  bridge  f> 
all  vrfiich  demonftrate  it  to  have  been  of  Roman 
work.     The  emperor  ^lius  Adrianus  fpent  moil  of 
the  years  of  his  reign  in  vifiting,  ornamenting, 'and 
fortifying  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire;  and  it 
was  this  prince  who  conncfted  the  forts  ereAed  by 
Agricola,  in  Britain,  by  raifing  the  great  vallum, 
that  in  this  part  of  the  ifland  extends  nearly  from  fea 
to  fea,    and  was  probably  the  firft  who  built  the 
bridge  at  Newcaftle,      From  which  circumftanc^ 
(fays  Mr.  Brand)  the  ftation  it  led  to,  from  the  Ro- 
man road,  was  afterwards  called  Pons  ^lii,  and,  at 
this  day,  Ponteland,  from  his  own  name  iElius. 

Matthew  Paris  informs  us,  that  .in  the  year  1248, 
a  terrible  fire  happened  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  by 
which  the  greateft  part  of  the  town  and  the  bridge 
were  deftroyed.      From  this  dreadful  event,   Mr. 
Bourne  tells  us,  the  town  of  Newcaftle  joined  the 
bifhop  of  Durham  in  ereding  a  bridge  of  (lone,  that 
deftroyed  by  the  fire  having  been  conftrufted  of 
wood.     For  this  purpofe,  a  method  was  fallen  upon, 
very  common  at  that  time,   viz.  by  felling  indul- 
gences to  all  perfons,  who  would  aflift  them,  either 
with  money  or  labour,  to  rebuild  the  bridge.     Ac- 
cordingly, numbers,  from  the  remoteft  part*  in  Scot- 
land to  the  land's-etid,  readily  made  purdAiafes  of  in- 
dulgences ; 
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dalgences ;  by  which,  together  with  numerous  do- 
nations from  the  opulent  and  liberal,  both  in  New- 
caftle  and  other  parts,  the  bridge  was  built  a-frefh. 
It  is  from  this  period,  that  the  bifhops  of  Durham 
were  firft  bound  to  keep  in  repair  a  third  part  of  the 
bridge  atNewcaftle. 

The  archbifhop  of  York,  the  bifhops  of  Durham, 
Caithnefs,  (in  Scotland),  and  Waterford,  (in  Ire- 
land), all  contributed,  in  the  year  1257,  by  the  fale 
of  indulgences,  towards  this  common  benefit,  of 
building  Tyne  bridge. 

In  the  year  i339»  part  of  this  brid|;e  was  carried 
away  by  a  fudden  inundation,  and  from  a  curious 
fragment  of  parchment,  accidentally  found,  having 
efcaped  the  deftru£tive  fury  of  the  riot  in  1 740,  it 
appears,  that  one  hundred  and  twenty  perfotis  were 
drowned  oq  this  awful  occafion. 

But,  although  the  advantage  and  neceifity  of  this 
bridge  were  obviom  to  all,  we  find  in  the  hiftory  of 
thofe  times  repeated  complaints  of  its  ruinous  and 
dangerous  ftate,  and  a  reprefentation  holds  out,  in 
the  year  137c,  tjiat  it  would  take  more  than  a  thou* 
iand  pounds  to  repair  it. 

In  the  year  141 6,  Thomas  Langley,  bifhop  of  Dur* 
ham,  recovered  from  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  of  New* 
caftk  upon  Tyne,  the  third  part  of  this  bridge,  ad- 
joining to  Gateihead,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  to* 
gether  with  a  tower,  which  that  body  had  built  there* 
upon. 

To  fix  the  proper  boundaries  between  the  counties 

of  Newcaftle  and  Durham,  a  blue  ftnne  was  placed, 

which  being  carried  away  by  the  flood,  1771,  in  pavt% 

ing  the  new  bridge,  a  layer  of  larger  ftones  is  laid 
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quite  acrofs  the  bridge;  which  fixes  the  boimdary  of 
Newqaftle  fouthvvardg. 

It  is  remarkable,  th^t  in  the  year  1429,  a  reclufc 
^Ippears  to  have  lived  in  a  hermitage  upon  Tyne 
fridge ;  and  the  good  Roger  Thornton,  in  his  will, 
»ppointed  him  one  of  the  thirty  priefts  he  bajl  ordere4 
\o  fing  for  his  loul,  with  a  bequeft  of  fix  marks  an- 
nually. The  fame  year,  the  above-mentioned  wor-r 
thy  gefitleman  )eft  an  hundred  marks  for  the  repara* 
tipn  of  th^  bridge^  on  this  Angular  condition,  '*  if  fo 
that  the  n^yor  and  commons  will  releafe  me  of  all 
aclions^  as  that  I  never  hindered  them,  nor  nought 
aw  them,  at  my  witting ;  but  this  I  defire,  for  the 
cfchewing  of  clamour*'*  So  that  malice  might  even 
level  its  (bafts  againft  good  Mr.  Thornton  himfelf. 

About  the  year  1550,  fays  Mr.  lirand,  the  very 
"  marvellous  event,  rel.at^d  by  Bourne  and  others,  con. 
ceming  Mr«  Anderfon's  ring  dropping  by  accident 
over  the  bridge  us  he  was  fingering  it,  is  faid  to  have 
happened ;  and  this  very  identical  ring  was  brought 
back  9gain,  fome  time  after,  in  a  fi(h  bought  in  N^w* 
caftle  market  by  a  fervant  of  the  above  gentleman, 
and  moil  unexpectedly  reftored  to  its  owner, 

Bourne  tells  us,  that  the  '*  gentleman,  from  whofe 
finger  the  ring  fell,  was  mayor  of  Newcaftle,  and  an^ 
cellor  of  the  prefent  Mr.  Abraham  Anderfon,  mer^ 
chant,  on  the  Sandhill.  The  faid  Francis  Anderfon 
made  over  hi$  eftate  to  his  fon  Henry  Anderfon,  who 
was  the  father  of  the  faid  Abraham  Anderfon's  grand* 
father/*  He  adds,  '*  On  the  infide  of  the  ring,  juft 
under  the  fignet,  is  the  pidure  of  a  falmon,  in  com^ 
inemoralion  of  the  filh  and  the  tranfadlion ;  on  the 
one  fide  is  the  letter^F.  and  on  the  other  the  letter  A. 
in  commemoration^of  t^ie  perfon ;  calling  it,  at  the 
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fame  time,  a  curiofity  fo  great,  that  not  only  the  whole 
kingdom  cannot  Ihew  the  like  of  it»  but  the  whole 
world  befide,** 

This  ring,  fays  Brand,  is  at  prefent,  A.  D.  1783,  in 
the  poffeffion  of  Mr.  Edward  Anderfon,  merchant, 
who  permitted  him  to  take  a  drawing  of  it|  with  an 
impreffion  on  wax  of  the  fignet..  This  Mr.  Edward 
Anderfon  is  a  defcendant  of  the  perfon  to  whom  the 
accident  happened,  and  has  %  deed  of  family  pro- 
perty, the  feal  of  which  exhibits  an  impreflion  of  the 
fi^et  of  this  memorable  ring,  and  is  of  a  date  prior 
to  the  fuppofed  date  of  this  mod  extraordinary,  but 
by  no  means  incredible,  event. 

Bat  to  return  to  our  hiftory  of  the  old  bridge.  As 
this  was  a  chief  entrance  from  the  fouth  into  New- 
caftJe,  it  was,  of  confequence,  ftrongly  fortified  at 
both  ends.  Near  the  middk  was  a  tower,  with  a 
large  (tone,  having  the  town's  arms=bn  it,  placed  on 
the  fouth  front.  There  is  thought  to  have  been  an* 
ciently  a  chapel  in  this  tower ;  for,  on  taMng  it  down, 
after  the  fall  of  the  bridge,  a  ftone  coffin  and  a  (keie-* 
ton  were  found.  This  tower  ferved  as  an  ordinary 
prifon,  wher^  diforderly  and  loofe  perfons  were  kept, 
till  they  were  examined  by  the  mayor ;  and  if  their 
crimes  were  of  confiderable  magnitude,  they  were 
committed  to  Newgate,  till  the  quarter  feffions  or  the 
affixes. 

<3rey*s  account  of  Ty ne-bridge,  in  his  Chorognu 
phia,  is  to  the  following  efftGt : — It  confilleth  of  nine 
arches,  high  and  broad,  having  many  houfes  and 
fbops,  and  three  tpwers  upon  it.  The  firft  on  the 
fouth  end,  the  fecond  on  the  middle,  and  the  third 
on  Newcaftle  flde,  lately  built  upon  an  arch  in  the 
bridge,  ufed  for  a  magaiine  for  the  town^  and  an  old 
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cbapel.  Such  is  a  general  account  of  this  very  an- 
cient bridge,  founded  at  firft  by  the  Romans,  and 
repaired  and  rebuilt  afterwards  by  the  inhabitants  oil 
both  fides  of  the  river.  We  now  go  on  to  relate  its 
final  cataftrophe.  This  memorable  event  happened 
on  Saturday  night,  preceding  the  i  7th  of  November, 
1 771.  .There  had -been  a  prodigious  fall  of  rain, 
chiefly  in  the  weft,  filling  all  the  brooks,  and  ruftiing 
from  the  higher  grounds  into  the  Tyne,  fo  fwelled  the 
river,  as  to  make  it  overflow  its  ufual  boundaries, 
and  every  where  carrying  deftruftion  in  its  irrefiftible 
progrefs.  It  was  about  eleven  at  night  the  water  be- 
gan to  rife  at  Newcaftle,  and  conftantly  encreafed  till 
feven  the  next  morning.  About  three  o'clock  the 
arches  of  the  bridge  were  filled  up  with  floats  of  wood, 
fwept  away  by  the  flood  from  the  adjacent  banks ; 
and  between  three  anf  four  in  the  morning,  two  o£ 
the  arches  on  the  fouth  fide  were  driven  down,  and 
one,  which  was  the  northernmoft,  adjoining  to  the 
toU-fhop,  ftU  about  four  o'clock,  burying  the  houfes 
which  had,  for  many  years,  been  crefted  on  them, 
together  with  feveral  of  their  inhabitants,  in  the 
ruins.  Imagination  can  more  eafilyafancy,  than 
words  dcfcribe,  the  terror  and  amazement  with  which 
the  people  were  feized,  on  feeing  their  friends  and 
acquaintances,  from  the  houfes  yet  ftanding  on  the 
remaining  arches,  ftretching  out  their  hands,  and 
with  fhouts  of  diftrefs  imploring  afliftance,  expefting 
^very  moment  to  be  overwhelmed  in  the  watery 
ivafte!  The  lives  of  Mr.  Peter  Weatherly,  flioe- 
xnaker,  and  his  family,  were  fortunately  favcd  by 
the  humanity  and  intrepidity  of  two  bricklayers  from 
Gatelhead,  who,  at  the  moft  imminent  perfonal  ha- 
zard, broke  through  the  walls  of  fome  buildings  thit 
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hung  together  by  the  aid  of  the  timbers  after  the 
arches  had  fallen,  and  fucceeded  in  refcuing  them 
froQ)  their  moft  perilous  Situation.  The  waters  gra- 
dually fubiiding,  other  perfons  were  providentially 
brought  off  ill  boats. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  a  houfe  built  of  wood, 
inhabited  by  a  family  named  Patten,  was  carried 
down  the*  impetuous  ilream  to  Jarrow-flake,  a  dif- 
taoce  of  feyen  miles,  in  an  entire  (late,  with  a  dog 
and  cat,  both  alive,  in  one  c^  the  rooms.  The  fa- 
mily had  happily  e&ded  their  efcape  previoufly  to 
the  arches  ^ling. 

So  general  had  this  ftorm  been  in  the  northern 
and  indeed  in  moft  parts,  of  the  kingdom,  that 
oielanoholy  accounts  of  its  ravages  were  publiflied 
every  where.  Solway  Mofs,  in  Cumberland,  waa 
raifed  from  its  bed,  and,  by  a  prodigious  fall  of  rain, 
was  impetuoufly  forced  towards  the  fea,  and  covered 
ieveral  hundred  acres  of  land  about  eighteen  feet 
deep,  to  the  ruin  of  many  families.  All  the  bridges 
upon  th«  river  Tyne  (Gorbridge  excepted)  were 
carried  away.  From  Alllqn-moor  to  Shields,  fcarce- 
ly  a  village  efcaped  iu  fury.  Prodigious  was  the 
lab  to  many  individuals,  in  horfes,  cows,  (heep,  corn, 
wood,  &c.  But  in  Newcaftle,  by  the  arches  of  the 
bridge  being  filled,  the  waters  burit  through  the 
alleys  into  the  Clofe,  and,  rufhing  down  that  narrow 
ftreet,  overflowed  the  Sand-hill  for  feveral  feet  deep, 
filling  many  cellars  and  ihops^  fib  that  the  lofs  was 
eftimated  at  above  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
Sucl)  was  the  fate  of  the  old  bridge  of  Newcaftle. 
Re^pefting  the  new  eiedion,  and  the  impnawf  mentis 
now  making,  fee  public  buUdings^ 
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The  common-council  of  Ncwcaftle,  January  20th, 
1772,  framed  a  petition  to  parliament  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill,  for  eredling  a  temporary  bridge,  and 
another  of  ftone,  over  the  river  Tyne ;  as  alfo  for 
monies  to  be  granted  them,  to  defray  the  expences 
neceflary  for  fuch  a  work.  Another,  fimilar  to  this, 
was  agreed  on  February  6th,  1772,  and  prefented  to 
parliament. 

In  the  fame  year,  an  ad  of  parliament  pafled  to 
enable  the  lord  bifliop  of  Durham,  and  his  fucceflbrs, 
to  raife  a  competent  fum  of  money,  to  be  applied  to 
the  repairing,  rebuilding,  and  improving  fuch  part  of 
Tyne  bridge  as  belongs  to  the  fee  of  Durham.  This 
was  to  be  done  by  railing  twelve  thoufand  pounds^ 
to  be  fecured  by  granting  annuities  upon  lives,  not 
exceeding  ten  per  cent. 

A  committee  of  gentlemen,  by  the  name  of  the 
bridge  committee,  entered  upon  terms  with  Mr.  Ste- 
phenfon,  carpenter,  to  eredt  a  temporary  bridge, 
limiting  the  time  for  its  execution  to  four  months, 
to  be  reckoned  from  June  i8th,  1772,  under  a  heavy 
penalty.  On  the  1 7th  of  July  following,  the  work« 
men  began  to  drive  the  piles,  and  the  bridge  was 
opened  Odlober  a7th,  the  fame  year.  It  anfwered 
almoft  every  purpofe  of  the  inhabitants.  Waggons, 
however,  fully  loaded,  were  not  allowed  to  pais 
over  it. 

THE  CLOSE. 

Purfuing  our  courfe  of  obfervations  weft  ward,  and 
.paffing  the  bridge-end  on  the  north,  we  arrive  in  a 
ftreet  called  the  Clofe.  It  probably  had  this  name 
from  its  narrownefs.    At  this  day  it  prefents  us  with 
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notbing  firikiog,  either  as  to  its  fituation  or  build- 
ings: yet  Mr,  Bourne  aflures  us,  that  in  former 
times  it  was  the  reddence  of  feveral  noble  families, 
and  opulent  inhabitants.  Sir  John  Marley,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Blackett,  Sir  Mark  Milbank,  and  the  houfes  of 
many  other  gentlemen  of  didindion,  he  adds,  are  flill 
lemembexed  by  the  ancient  inhabitants.  The  in- 
fides  of  the  houfes  befpeak  their  former  magnificence 
and  grandeur ;  the  rooms  being  very  large  and  Hate- 
ly,  and,  for  the  mod  part,  adorned  with  curious 
carvix^.  Of  late,  he  obferves,  tbofe  houfes  have 
been  forlaken,  and  their  wealthier  inhabitants  have 
chofen  the  higher  parts  of  the  town. 

The  houfes  of  the  earl  of  Northumberland  flood  on 
the  fide  of  this  ftreet  next  the  river,  bounded  on  the 
eaft  by  Bower*chare,  between  Tyne  bridge  and  the 
Javel  Groop.  Bourne  fays,  even  in  his  time  it  had  a 
great  gate  at  its  entraxice,  with  a  large  round  ball  of 
ilone ;  and  hence  the  entry  has  been  vulgarly  called 
the  "  Round  Stone  Entry  j*'  and  that  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  building,  towards  the  water,  >yere  mani* 
left  tokens  of  antiquity.  In  the  year  1482,  Henry 
earl  of  Northumberland  demifed  it  to  his  fervant, 
George  Bird,  by  the  name  of  the  Earl's  Inn,  under 
an  aimual  rent  of  thirteen  (hillings  and  four-pence. 
As  the  Northumberland  family  have  long  pofTefled 
large  demefnes  on  the  river  Tyne,  it  is  poflible,  that 
the  cauie  of  that  noble  family  having  a  houfe  in  a 
flrong  fituation  in  Newcaille  might  be,  to  be  in  rea- 
dinels  to  defend,  by  coUeding  their  tenants  and  yaf- 
&ls^  their  collieries  and  lands,  and  other  property, 
againft  the  inroads  of  the  mofs-troopers,  and  other 
defperate  marauders,  very  common  in  tbofe  days. 

la  The 
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•  Tbt  next  opening  to  the  river  Tyne,  from  fhe 
ftttret,  is  called  the  Javel  Groop ;  where  the  ftfeei,  of 
late  years,  has  bceo  greatly  widened.  The  efyifto- 
logy  of  this  word  is,  fays  Mr  Brand,  from  groo|)C,  or 
grype,  which  fignifies  a  ditch ;  and  Javel,  is  otify  a 
corruption  of  jail,  or  gaol.  The  old  caOlfe  was,  fbr 
ages,  the  common  prifon  for  the  county  of  Northum- 
berland, and  here  has  probably  beeft,  ancifehtly,  the 
communication  between  the  ditch  or  fofs  of  the  cfcAle 
and  the  river  Tyne. 

On  the  right  hand,  after  pafling  along  the  Glofe, 
We  obierve  a  flight  of  ftairs.  called  Gaftfe-Stairs.  Oil 
each  lide,  as  we  afcedd,  are  (hops,  principally  fW  old 
dothes,  old  ihoes,  boots,  fitc.  afed,  after  a  rii«fotae 
afcent,  by  many  a  weary  ftep,  we  arrive  at  a  poaem, 
where  had  been  gates,  and  pieces  of  fortification,  in 
defence  of  the  caftle.  Another  flight  of  ftone  ftcps, 
fome  paces  further  to  the  weftward,  is  called  the 
Long-Steirsj  remarkable  only  for  their  gloominefs 
and  nuifancesj  but  they  terminate,  on  the  upper 
end,  with  feveral  good  boufes,  handibmely  built. 

Further  along  is  another  flight  of  ftairs,  exadly 
oppofite  the  manfion-houfe,  caUed  the  Tuthill^teitt, 
terminating  at  the  foot  of  Weftgate-ftreet.  Boume 
imagines  it  fhould  be  called  Touthill,  from  the  tout- 
ing or  winding  a  horn  upon  it,  when  an  enemy  was 
at  hand.  Mr  Btand  will  have  it,  that  it  propetly 
Ihould  be  called  ToothiU,  or  Hill  of  Obfervation* 

One  of  the  moft  early  meeting- houfes  for  VfotStiip 
in  Newcaftle,  was  half-way  up  thefe  ftaira,  in  whi^h 
fome  baptifts  ufed  to  aflemble,  with  a  well  for  immer- 
flng  adults.  It  is  now  a  dweliing-boufe.  And  a 
little  higher  up  the  fteps,  a  new  baptift  chapel,  with 
a  fine  commanding  profped,  was  lately  ereded  by 
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that  people^  Tho  congregation  is  iaid  to  be  nume^ 
rolls,  and  of  dbcent  deportment,  with  aftattd  paftor 
aitamig  thejn.^^iSff^  cbmrcbes  mul  cbapchs 

Jkimoft  adjoining  to  the  manCon*  houfe,  is  another 
iMetiog-hoiift,  or  place  of  worlhip^in  which  aflembie 
a  congregation,  With  their  mioifttr,  attached  to  the 
principles  of  the  churoh  of  Scotland^  and  is  faid  to  be 
numerous  and  refpedable.  Their,  terms  of  com^ 
mtUiioo  differ  from  thofe  of  the  other  diflbnters  in 
Newcaftle. 

But  theediiice  that  principallj  draws  the  attention, 
in  the  Cbfe,  is  tbe  Mansion- House* — ^e  public-^ 
huUdings^ 

This  building  Mr  Bourne  terms,  **A  building 
gread  and  ftately,  and^  coniidering  its  fituation,  is 
ftrj  ornamental."  Its  foundation  was  laid  in  the 
yelff  169 It  and  cod  the  corporation  6ooal.  befides 
the  neceflary  furniture  and  utenfils.  Upon  the  elec- 
tion of  a  new  mayor,  annually  at  Michaelmas,  he  ge- 
nerally quits,  for  the  year  of  his  mayoralty,  his  own 
private  houfe,  and  takes  up  his  refidence  in  the  man- 
ficMt-4ioufe,  commonly  making  no  change  among  the 
male  fervants  there^  He  is  allowed  a  handfome  ftate^ 
coach,  a  barge,  in  which  he,  attended  by  numbers 
of  other  gentlemen  of  the  corporation^  perambulate 
Ihe  river,  on  Afceniion-Thurfday,  and  is  fupplied 
with  a  genteel  falary,  to  fupport  his  expences,  by 
the  corporation. 

.  It  18  in  this  manfion  that  the  judges  of  aifize,  with 
fheir  attendants,  are  entertained,  during  tbe  time 
<^  their  refidence  here  on  their  circuit. 

There  ufed  to  be  given  by  the  newly  elefted 
fnftyor,  a  public  entertainment,  on  Michaelmas  Mon- 
day. The  body  of  freemen  at  large  generally  thought 
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chimney-picGt,  feme  fragments  of  anoiei^t  armouF  are 
well  wc^th  being  fetn  by  the  curious  antiquary. 

The  hiftory  of  feveral  other  houfes  in  the  Glofe^ 
which  bear  the  mkrks  of  venerable  antiquity,  and 
probably  were  once  the  abodes  of  feftivity  and  opu<* 
lence,  having  &Uen  into  decay,  or  been  converted 
into  warehoufes,  is,  of  confequence,  uninterefting.<^«. 
But  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  it  is  near  the  place 
where  the  Clofe-gate  flood,  that  the  extenfive  glafs« 
manufadories  are  to  be  feen,  and  where  the  white- 
glafs  is  made  in  the  moft  beautiful  manner ;  which 
not  only  brings  a  large  revenue  to  government,  (as 
will  be  feen  in  its  place)  but,  next  to  the  ceal,  is  a 
chief  iburce  of  the  wealth  of  tUs  opulent  town. 

WEST  GATE, 

Ortbe  Sireet  that  leads  to  the  W^  GqM. 

Jt  has  been  already  obferved,  thgt  oji  a<;count  of 
the  va^  number  of  religious  that  flocked  to,  the. 
.tawn,  the  fubjc^  of  this  hiftory,  it  got  the  na^ie  of 
JMonkcl\efter,  or  the  town  of  the  monks,  .witb  which 
it  feem^  to  have  abovinded,  of  all  orders  and  den^h 
nMnations*  In  modem  times,  after  the  ancient  an4 
opulent  families,  for  the  moft  part,  had  quitted  thp 
l^w^f  fti^Mt^  on  the.  Qj^ay  and  in  the  Clple,  aqd  re^ed 
.^  itiif  m^i  parts  9f  the  town,  both  for  the  ckcvh 
W^fi  of  p\)rer  air,  aad  for  other  convenienpes,  th^^ 
*bif  fer  ^J^d  in  W^ftg^te,  which,  tiU  the  bvU4- 
ings  ig  f Ugpiip^ftreet,  Savilp  Row,  &9  was  .thp 
jpnatjpal  place  pf  wfideng?.  The  ftreet  itfelf  i^  a>ry^ 
died  b^  tnmy  h^ndipme  ^nd  weU-fiiu(h«d  hqiUi^ 

^yeoq^j^  inhabited  by  a  lingle  family,  now  having 
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beautiful  pieces  of  ground  flower  plqts,  &c.  back- 
wards. We  will  only  make  fome  curfory  remarka 
upon  the  private  buildings.  In  this  .fart  of  the  town 
flood  the 

BLACK  FRIARS. 

This  order,  named,  fays  Bourne,  Slack  Friars^ 
Preaching  Friars,  and  Jacohine  Friars^  arrived  in 
England  A.  D.  l^6^  and  1268.  They  took  their 
name  froni  St.  Dominick,  the  founder  of  the  order, 
a  Spaniard  by  birth.  Their  monaftery  flood  near  the 
foot  of  Wcftgate-ftreet,  near  to  White  Friar  Tower, 
and  was  called  the  Houfe  of  the  Friars  of  the  Sac, 
or  of  the  penance  of  Chrift. 

This  very  ancient  monaftery  was  founded  by  Sir 
Peter  Scott,  who  was  the  firft  mayor  of  Newcaftle 
in  the  year  1251,  and  by  Sir  Nicholas  Scott,  bis  fon, 
who  was  one  cf  the  four  bailiffs  of  the  town.  But 
the  fite  was  given  by  three  iiftecs,  whofe  names  Mr 
Bourne  laments  are  ungratefully  loft. 

The  exad  ticne  of  its  being  founded  and  iinifhed 
is  uncertain;  but  it  muft,  adds  the  fame  author 
rity,  have  been  earlier  than  the  8th  of  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  as  that  prince  granted  a  licence  to  the 
black  friars  to  break  a  door  through  the  new  wall 
ipto  their  garden,  and  fo  their  piiory  muft  have  been 
built  iomt  time  before.  The  fame  author  obferves, 
that  it  had  been  a  ftately  and  very  beautiful  build- 
ing, as  appears  by  its  prefent  remains.  The  area,  or 
graft-plot,  is  about  87  feet  in  length,  and  the  fame 
m  breadth.  On  the  eaft  fide  was  the  chapel,  which 
is  now  the  hall  of  the  company  of  fmiths.  On  the 
wdft  fide  was  a  curious  old  well,  which  ferved  the 
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monaftery  with  water,  and  was  called  our  Lady's 
Well.  On  the  north  was  their  garden,  before  the 
building  of  the  town  wall,  in  that  ward.  Their  garth 
extended  from  Weftgate  to  Tynefide,  fays  Leland. 

Many  were  the  gifts  and  endowments  conferred 
upon  this  ancient  monaftery,  by  kings, nobles,  bi(hops» 
and  opulent  private  perfons ;  among  the  latter  was 
the  beneficent  Roger  Thornton,  who  generoufly  fup- 
plied  them  with  lead  for  repairing  the  roof  of  the 
priory ;  but  it  would  be  uninterefting  to  the  gene- 
rality of  our  readers  to  inform  them  of  their  names 
and  families. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  however,  that  notwithftand- 
iug  the  darknefs  which  fuperftition  had  fpread  over 
the  Chriftian  world  in  the  12th  century,  when  few 
of  the  clergy  could  read  their  breviary,  much  lefs 
interpret  the  fcriptures  to  their  flocks;  yet  fome 
gleams  of  the  light  of  learning  began  to  dawn,  and 
difpel  the  gloom  j  and  in  this  receptacle  of  reclufes 
there  were  fome  men  of  talents  far  from  being  con- 
temptible. 

Among  the  more  enlightened,  fays  the  famous 
John  Knox,  of  Scotland,  in  his  valuable  hiftory  of  the 
reformation,  was  one  Richard  Marfhal,  prior  of  the 
Black  Friars  in  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne.  Happening 
to  come  to  St.  Andrew's,  in  Scotland,  about  the  year 
1.551,  he  chofe  for  the  fubjedt  of  his  difcourfe  a  moft 
material  point  of  doftrine,  viz.  Whether  the  Pater* 
nojier  fliould  be  addreiOed  to  faints  departed  ?  which 
he  coniidered  as  implying  fupreme  adoration,  but 
which  he  decided  to  be  applicable  only  to  the  fu- 
preme Being.  This  difcourfe  raifed  a  great  ferment 
in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  great  doAors  of  that 
nniverfity :  while  they  faw,  with  concern,  that  the 
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opinion  of  prior  Marlhal  was  exceedingly  agreeable 
to  many  of  the  principal  people  of  the  audience.- — 
To  crufh  this  embryo  of  herefy,  they  employed  one 
Tofts,  a  white  friar,  to  impugn  the  poiitions  of  Mar- 
fhal ;  who  accordingly  mounted  the  facred  roftrum, 
and  obfcrved,  '*  When  we  fee  an  old  man,  we  fay 
to  him,  piUer^  or  father ;  and  if  he  be  a  relation 
in  the  family,  we  fay,  our  father,  or  pater-nojier; 
and  in  the  fubfequent  parts  of  that  addrefs,  he  was 
ilill  more  infuflferably  ridiculous,  fo  much  fo,  that  the 
whole  audience  run  out  of  the  church  with  indigna- 
tion ;  and  having  become  the  feoff  and  jeft  of  the 
town,  he  quitted  it  with  ihame  and  difgrace. 

Mr  Knox  mentions  another  incident  upon  this 
doughty  conteft,  equally  diverting,  and  no  lefs  deci- 
five.  The  prior,  in  preparing  to  go  to  the  cathedral, 
was  modeftly  aiked  by  his  fervant,  who  was  helping 
him  on  with  his  canonicals,  what  might  be  the  caufe 
that  feemed  to  give  him  fo  much  uneaiinefs?  He  re- 
plied, with  a  figh,  *•  We  are,  Tom,  quite  at  a  lofs, 
whether  we  ihould  fay  the  Pater  to  departed  faints. 
•*  Hut,  hut,"  replies  Tom,  brulhing  his  revered  mailer, 
"  fay  the  Pater  to  God  alone,  and  give  the  faints 
aives  and  credos  their  fill,  and  with  fuch  tbey  may 
think  themfelves  very  well  off."  The  prior,  laugh- 
ing heartily  at  Tom's  divinity^  added,  "  I  do  not 
know  but  you  may  be  right." 

When  Henry  VIII.  aftuated  by  enmity  to  the 
pope,  and  ftill  more  by  a  love  to  the  immenfe  trea- 
fures  found  in  the  dens  of  thefe  poor  brethren^  was 
fupprefling  all  the  mopafleries  in  his  dominions,  this 
of  Black  Friars  fuffered  the  fame  fate  of  the  others. 
Accordingly  it  was  furrendered,  as  it  was  termed,  on 
January  loth,  1551,  to  the  king,  and  the  prior  and 
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brethren  turned  out.  But  his  Majefty  was  pleafed 
to  make  a  grant  of  the  Black  Friars'  nionaftcry  to  the 
town  of  Newcaftk,  in  coniideration  of  their  paying 
fifty-three  pounds  feven  Ihillings  and  fixpence  ;  toge- 
ther with  the  houfe,  chapel,  and  other  conveniences, 
the  two  gardens,  the  whole  clofe  within  the  Weft- 
gate,  another  clofe  of  three  acres  of  land,  and  a  houfe 
called  the  Gate^houfe. 

As  the  fuppreffion  of  the  monafteries  throughout 
England  was  an  event  little  expefted  by  the  fee  of 
Rome,  and  efpecially  by  Henry,  a  zealous  papift,  we 
fliall  here  fubjoin  a  copy  of  the  furrender,  by  the 
priors,  abbots  of  the  monafteries,  unto  the  king's 
power;  which  ftrongly  defcribes  the  terror  with 
which  that  mighty  tyrant  ftruck  the  whole  clergy  of 
his  realm. 

A    COPY. 

••  Forafmuch  as  we,  the  prior  and  friars  of  this 
houfe  of  brethren,  called  Black  Friars,  in  Newcaftle, 
do  profoundly  confider,  that  the  perfedlion  of  Chrif- 
tian  living  does  not  confift  in  fome  ceremonies,  wear- 
ing of  a  black  cloak  or  coat,  difguifing  of  ourfelves 
after  ftrange  fafliions,  docking,  and  becking,  wearing 
fcapulars  and  hoods,  and  other  like  papiftical  cere- 
monies, wherein  we  have  been  moft  principally  prac- 
tifed  and  nofe-led  in  times  paft ;  but  the  very  true 
way  to  pleafe  God,  and  to  live  a  true  Chriftian  man, 
without  hypocrify,  and  feigned  diflimulation,  is  fin- 
cerely  declared  to  us  by  our  Mafter  Chrift,  his  evan- 
gelifts  and  apoftles ;  being  minded  hereafter  to  follow 
the  fame,  conforming  ourfelves  to  the  will  and  plea- 
fure  of  our  fupreme  head,  under  God,  on  earth,  the 
king's  majefty ;  and  are  not  to  follow,  henceforth,  the 
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fuperftitioufi  traditions  of  any  forenfical  potentate  or 
po«ver«— with  mutual  aflent  and  confent,  do  fub.mit 
ourfelves  unto  our  faid  fovereign  lord ;  and,  with  the 
like  aflent  and  confent,  do  furrender  "  &c.  &c. 

Signed  by  the  prior  and  fix  friars. 
How  mortifying  mufl:  it  have  been  to  the  clergy 
erf  thofe  times  to  comply  with  fuch  an  arbitrary  man- 
date, to  be  driven  from  their  rich  and  fumptuous  re- 
fidences,  and  expofed  to  the  contempt  and  hootings 
of  the  verfatile  and  indifcriminating  multitude  !-«— 
Yet  even  this  alternative  was  preferable  to  being  in- 
ftantly  put  to  a  cruel  and  dreadful  death ;  which 
would  infallibly  have  been  the  reward  of  difobedience 
to  the  royal  will  and  pleafure,  as  fome  fatally  found. 

ST,  MARY'S  HOSPITAL. 

This  religious  foundation  is  of  high  antiquity,  al- 
though the  year  in  which  it  was  ere£led  is  not  exaAly 
known ;  but  it  is  certain  that  it  was  during  fome  pe^ 
riod  of  the  long  reign  of  Henry  II.     Originally  it 
con&l\ed  of  an  hofpital  and  a  chapel,  and,  like  innu- 
merable other  religious  ftru&ures^  was  dedicated,  in 
theie  days  of  fuperftition,  to  the  Virgin  Mary.    It 
owed  its  exiftence  to  the  pious  and  benevolent  Afe-  « 
lack,  of  Killinghowe,  or  Killingworth ;  who  gave,  by 
charter,  the  ground  on  which  it  was  built,  with  other 
endowments,  for  the  maintenance  of  two  friars  regu- 
lar, and  a  chaplin,  to  ferve  God  and  the  poor.    This 
amiable  philanthropift  had  obfervcd,  with  concern, 
that  genuine  worth,  in  the  lower  orders  of  the  clergy, 
was  often  negledled,  and  the  affliding  fituations  of 
the  indigent  claffes  of  mankind  were  too  often  over- 
looked :  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  both,  as  far  as 
it  was  in  his  power,  was  good  Mr  Afelack's  defign  in 
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founding  this  afylum.  The  wandering  pilgrims  too, 
here  found  refrefhment  and  repofe.  The  generous 
inhabitants  of  Newcaftle  thought  fo  favourably  of 
this  charitable  inftitution«  that  they  made  a  large  ad* 
dition  to  the  Hofpital  of  Our  Lady,  for  fupporting  a 
mafter  and  a  chaplain,  to  fay  divine  fervice  for  fix 
bede-folk  in  the  alms-houfe,  to  lodge  poor  and  way- 
faring people,  and  to  bury  thofe  who  happened  to  die 

there ;  and  to  fence  them  againft  the  rigours  of  win- 
ter, nine  chaldrons  of  coals  were  diftributed  among 
them»  to  the  value  of  thirty-three  pounds  fifteen  ihil-^ 
lings. 

With  fuch  a  favourable  eye  did  the  public  at  large 
view  this  humane  inftitution,  that  numerous  and 
ample  benefadions  to  it  poured  in  from  all  quarters. 
Princes,  prelates,  nobles,  merchants,  opulent  tradef- 
men,  whofe  names  are  minutely  recorded  by  Mr 
Brand,  dedicated  lands,  houfes,  (hops,  &c.  to  the 
fraternity  of  this  hofpital.  And  in  the  courfe  of 
fome  centuries,  from  its  being  founded  by  Mr  Afe- 
lack,  we  find,  by  a  rental  taken  of  it  previous  to  the 
abolition  of  the  order  by  Henry  VIII.  that  it  had 
property  in  Weftgate,  Denton-chare,  Pudding-chare, 
Meal-market,  Fiefli-market,  Bigg-market,  Middle- 
flreet,  without  Newgate,  in  St,  Nicholas*  Church- 
yard, before  the  Caftle-gate,  in  the  Side,  on  the 
Sandhill,  in  the  Clofe,  in  Pilgrim-ftreet,  Manor-chare, 
Pandon,  AlLSaints-ftreet,  White-crofs,  rents  of  gar- 
dens without  the  Clofe* gate  and  in  the  Forth  ;  all  in 
or  contiguous  to  Newcaftle.  But  it  extended  its  in- 
tereft  far  and  wide  in  the  adjacent  counties ;  to  Jef. 
mond,  Whickham,  Whittonftale,  Fenham,  Newftiam, 
Bolam,  Old  Heaton,  Woffington,  Mearsfen,  Horton, 
and  Stewklcy,  Newbiggen  on  the  Moor,  Byngfield, 
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Stamfordbam,  Hewght,   Little  Babington,  and   in 
Riddefdale. 

We  have  been  the  more  particular  in  this  enume- 
ration of  the  fources  of  the  wealth  of  this  religious 
uiftitution,  as  it  was  not  then  more  famous  for  its  hof- 
pitaliry,  (and  probably  too,  in  later  times,  for  its  mo- 
nadic indolence  and  luxury)  than  for  aferies  of  years 
paft  it  has  been  more  j  uftly  celebrated  as  a  feat  of 
learning,  for  acquiring  fcience  and  poli(hed  manners. 

As  the  revenues  of  this  hofpital  increafed,  fo  the 
number  of  brethren,  bede-men,  pilgrims,  &c.  was 
proportionably  enlarged ;  and  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  whom,  matters  or  priors  preflded  in  St.  Mary's. 

That  this  foundation  was  of  very  remote  anti- 
quity, appears  from  the  donation  to  it  made  by  Lord 
de  Bolbec ;  where,  among  the  witnefles  to  the  deed^ 
no  mention  is  made  of  any  mayor  of  Newcaflle  as 
attefting  it ;  and  indeed  it  was  previous  to  the  exift-* 
ence  of  a  fupreme  magiftrate  in  that  corporation. 

To  this  we  may  add,  that  at  a  period  fo  diftant  as 
A.  D.  1290,  we  find  the  brethren  of  this  hofpital  pe- 
titioning the  king  in  parliament,  and  fetting  forth, 
thaty  as  the  new  town-wall  of  Newcaflle  had  been 
built  through  the  middle  of  their  court-yard,  leaving 
the  greater  part  of  their  edifices  on  the  outfide  there- 
€xf,  humbly  praying  permiifion  to  make  a  poftem-gate 
of  communication  through  the  faid  wall ;  which  was 
granted  them,  and  which  gate  exifts  to  this  day,  by 
the  name  of  the  Poilern  Gate. 

But  all  human  inftitutions  have,  fooner  or  later,  a 
termination ;  and  this  among  others,  where  it  is  to 
be  fuppofed,  fcenes  of  charity  and  benevolence  were 
exhibited  for  ages,  was  overthrown  by  the  (tern  Henry 
VUl.  who  was,  by  thefe  means  of  violence  and  rapine, 
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giving  incurable  wounds  to  the  papal  power,  while 
he  was  daily  fwearing  by  the  Mother  ofGod^  (bis 
comtnon  oath)  that  he  would  maintain  it  with  all  bis 
might*  So  inconfiftent  is  often  the  conduct  of  ty- 
rants !  but  which  are  fo  frequently  over-niled  by  the 
Sovereign  of  the  univerfe,  to  promote  the  beft  inte<> 
lefts  of  the  human  kind. 

This  was  particularly  exemplified  in  the  happy 
transformation  which  the  Hofpital  or  Spiral  fuflfered, 
iti  being  converted  to  a  feat  of  ufeful  knowledge^ 
under  the  title  of 

THE  ROYAL  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

This  celebrated  fchool  was  at  firft  fituated  on  the 
north-eaft  fide  of  St.  Nicholas  church,  in  the  large 
area^  called  the  church-yard,  and  before  the  burying^ 
place  was  railed  in.  in  the  42d  year  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth's reign,  it  by  charter  from  that  princefs  be- 
came  a  royal  foundation,  and  was  removed  to  the 
hofpital  of  St  Mary,  its  prefent  fituation.  ^  £lixa« 
beth  was,  on  niany  occaiioas,  an  encourager  of  leam-** 
ing,  and  (he  pofiefled  a  large  (hare  of  erudition 
herfelf.  In  this  charter,  fhe  exptefles  her  motiire 
for  encouraging  the  grammar  fchool  in  Newcaftle» 
was,  her  regard  for  the  inftruftion  of  youth  from 
their  tender  years  in  the  rudiments  of  the  true  Cbrif^ 
tian  religion,  in  learning  and  good  manners.  She 
enads,  that  the  foundation  be  ftyled  the  Fiee  Gram« 
mar  School  of  queen  £  liiabeth ;  tht  matter  ond 
fcholats  whereof  are  to  be  a  body  corporate  in  law, 
with  perpetual  fucceffion ;  to  have  a  common  feal« 
uttd  a  legal  capacity  of  purchafing  and  holding  lands 
to  themfelves  axidiuiureffina  in  fbe  fimple,  or  for  a 
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term  of  years,  provided  they  exceed  not  the  value  of 
forty  pounds,  are  not  held  of  thq  Crown  in  chief,  or 
by  military  fervice,  notwithftanding  the  ad  of  mort- 
main. Seven  of  the  governiug  part  of  the  cor- 
poration, (the  mayor  and  fix  aldermen)  are  ap- 
pointed the  patrons  of  this  fchool,  with  the  power 
of  electing  a  mailer  and  ulher  thereof;  whofe  ofSces 
are  held  under  their  pleafure,  and,  on  everyvacancy 
or  removal  by  death,  are  to  be  filled  up  by  them/' 

Such  is  the  charter,  which  fandions  all  the  privi« 
leges  of  the  free  grammar-fchool  of  Newcaftle* 

Animated  by  this  royal  encouragement,  and  know- 
ing that  future  fuccefs  to  their  newly^^ereded  inftitu- 
tion  greatly  depended  upon  a  prudent  eledion  of 
their  mafter,  the  patrons  invited  Robert  Fowberry, 
A.  M.  to  be  the  firft  in  that  office.  He  is  faid,  by  his 
cotemporaries,  to  have  been  a  gentleman  of  great 
eminence  for  learning,  and  attention  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  fcholars. 

Edward  Wigham  fucceedcd  Mr  Eowberry,  who, 
on  his  death,  was  fiicceeded  by  Francis  Grey,  A.  M. 

It  was  under  this  gentleman  that  the  famous  lieut. 
colonel  John  Lilburn  received  part  of  his  education. 
*'  I  was  brought  up,  fays  he,  (in  his  Innocency  and 
Truth  Juftified)  well  nigh  ten  years  together,  in  the 
beft  fchools  in  the  North,  namely,  at  Auckland  and 
Newcaftle ;  in  both  which  places  /  was  not  one  qf 
the  dronefejl  fcbool-boys  there :  and  befides  my  know- 
ledge of  the  Latin  tongue,  I  was  a  little  entered  into 
the  Greek  alfo.  And  at  Newcaftle,  I  did  not  only 
know,  but  alio  was  known  of  the  principal  men 

there.'' 
This  celebrated  chara&er,  who  made  a  cQnfiderable 

figure  in  the  long  parliament,  was^  however,  gf  a  fin« 
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gular  caft  of  temper.  If  colonel  Lilburn  learned  logic 
among  his  other  acquirements  at  Newcaftle,  he  cer- 
tainly had  made  great  proficiency.  Being  of  fuch  a 
difputatious  turn,  that  having  written  againll  almoft 
every  public  perfon,  he  at  lad  wrote  againft  himfelf, 
which  occafioned  the  wits  of  thofe  times  to  obferve, 
that  if  Lilburn  was  confined  to  a  defart  he  would 
ftrll  write,  were  it  only  John  againft  Lilburn,  and 
Lilburn  againft  John,  which  the  fatyrical  lines  in  Hu- 
dibras  probably  allude  to,  viz. 

So  keenly  given  to  dMputey 

Tho'  changing  (ides»  he'd  ftlU  refute 

About  the  year  1637,  Amor  Oxley  was  appointed 
niafter  in  this  royal  feminary  ;  but  living  in  the  con- 
vulfed  times  of  Charles  I.  and  on  his  efpotrfitig 
the  royal  fide,  the  lords  and  commons,  dreading  his 
infufing  principles  hoftile,  as  they  faid,  to  liberty, 
difplaced  Mr  Oxley  from  his  mafterfhip  of  this  gram- 
mar-fchool. 

Little  is  faid  of  his  fucceflbr,  Nicholas  Auguf,  who 
refignefd  his  charge  in  1647  on  account  of  his  ill  ftate 
of  health ;  but  he  was  fucceeded  by  one  of  the*  great- 
eft  and  worthieft  charadlers  that  adorned  this  femi- 
nary of  learning.  His  name  was  George  Ritcbel,  who 
wastnduAed  faito  the  mafterfhip  of  this  fchool  in  thd 
ycari648.  An  account  of  the  life  of  this  very  ex- 
tfaordinary  perfon  is  given  at  great  length,  by  that 
indefatigable  biographer,  Wood,  in  his  Athena  Oxo* 
nienfisy  of  which  it  would  be  a  (hameful  omiffion  not 
to  prefent  our  readers  with  an  abftrad. 

^'  George  Ritchel  was  bom  in  Bohemia,  1616,  and 
at  the  age  of  feventeen  years  was  fent  to  the  univer- 
lity  df  Stralbnrg,  where  he  ftudied  fcren  years.  Upon 

Fer- 
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Ferdinand  II.  from  a  miftaken  zeal,  banilhing  all  his 
proteftants  from  his  dominions,  Mr  Ritcbel,  prefer- 
ing  a  good  confbience  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  fine 
eftate,  made  it  over  to  his  younger  brother,  referring 
only  out  of  it  as  much  money  as  would  fupport  him 
on  his  journey.     He  then  came  to  England,  and  for 
fome  time  fettled  at  Oxford.     But  the  civil  war  in 
England    breaking   out,  he   went   to  the  Hague, 
Xieyden,  and  Amfterdam ;  and  after  vifiting  many 
countries  on  the  continent,  be  again  came  over  to 
England,  and  arriving  at  Oxford,  he  entered  himfelf  a 
xnember  of  Trinity  College  in  Kettle-Hall.    Here  be 
fpent  moft  of  his  time  in  the  Bodleian  library,  in  the 
mod  ardent  purfuit  after  knowledge.      From  this 
univerfity  he  was  invited  to  be  head  mailer  of  the 
grammar-Ibhool  in  Newcaftle.   The  corporation  were 
fo  pleafed  with  his  perfon  and  fervices  that  they  ad* 
ded  xoL  to  his  falary  yearly.     From  Newcaftle  he 
got  an  invitation  to  the  church  at  Hexham,  where 
he  was  both  minifter  and  lecturer  for  twenty-eight 
years.     The  humihty  of  this  learned  and  great  man 
wjis  one  of  his  moft  ihining  virtues.    Born  of  genteel 
parents,  heir  to  a  fine  eftate,  and,  for  fome  time  tutor 
to  the  fons  of  the  prince  of  Tranfylvania,  of  the  im- 
perial family  of  Auftria;  in   the  enjoyment  of  all 
thefe  he  became  daily  more  humble,  unalTaming,  and 
ufeful,  in  every  part  of  his  life.     He  departed  this 
life  at  Hexham,  December  28,  1683,  where  he  lies 
buried  iu  the  chancel  of  the  church.    He  wrote  many 
learned  and  critical  works/* 

Upon  the  reftoration  of  the  Stuart  family,  Amor 
Oxley  was  appointed  a  fecond  time  mafter  to  the 
grammar-fchool  in  Newcaftle,  and  for  his  loyalty 
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his  falary  was  increafed  to  one  hundred  pounds  per 
annum,  with  other  perquifites. 

Faffing  over  the  names  of  feveral  others,  we  fliall 
only  mention  the  following  : 

James  Jurin,  M.  A.  was  appointed  ma^er  of  the 
grammar- fchool  inNewcaftle  in  1710,  where  he  gave 
ledlures  on  experimental  philofophy.  During  his 
refidence  there  he  amafled  near  loool.  and  obtaining 
a  degree  in  phyfic,  he  became  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and 
Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and  pre- 
fident  of  the  College  of  Phyficians.  After  paffing 
through  many  honourable  ftations  in  the  learned 
world,  he  died  in  Lincoln's- inn-fields  in  1750,  and 
bequeathed  a  large  legacy  to  Chrilt's  Hofpital,  where 
he  had  been  educated  by  that  noble  charity. 

Sept.  26,  1715,  Edmund  Lodge,  clerk,  was  ap- 
pointed mafter,  on  the  refignation  of  Dr.  Jurin. 

Mr  George  Carr  was  under-ufher  to  Mr  Lodge. 
He  was  afterwards  removed  to  the  new  epifcopal 
chapel  in  Edinburgh,  where,  for  a  feries  of  years,  he 
performed  all  the  facred  duties  of  his  (lation  with 
univerfal  approbation,  and  left  behind  him,  on  his 
death  a  colledion  of  fermons  which  did  him  great 
honour,  both  as  a  fcholar  and  a  chriftian. 

In  the  fame  year  the  Rev.  Robert  Tomlinfon, 
D.  D.  was  appointed  mafter  of  this  Hofpital.  He 
was  alio  prebendary  of  St.  PauPs  in  London,  reAor 
of  Whickham,  matter  of  the  chapel  of  St  Tho- 
mas upon  the  firidge*end,  likewife  of  the  hofpital 
of  St  Mary  Magdalene  at  the  Barras-bridge,  and 
the  great  literary  benefaftor  of  Newcaftle,  by  the 
donation  of  his  ineftimable  library,  of  which',  with 
the  copy  of  his  wilU  &c.  we  intend  to  gratify  out 
readers  with  a  faithful  accounti  in  its  proper  place. 

Richard 
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Richard  Dawes,  A.  M.  fucceeded  Mr  Lodge,  oa 
his  refignation.  He  was  a  man  of  confiderable  learn- 
ing, but  had  wild  and  extravagant  notions,  which, 
with  a  refradory  temper,  occaQoned  the  fchool  to 
be  almofl  totally  deferted. 

In  1749,  Hugh  Moifes,  A.  M.  was  appointed  head 
mafler.  That  reverend  and  amiable  charafter  dc- 
monftrated,  by  a  fweetnefs  of  temper  (the  very  re- 
Terfe  of  his  predeceflbr)  by  folid  and  polifhed  learn- 
ing, and  by  an  uniform  tenor  of  condud.,  how  wtn^ 
ning  thefe  accomplifhments  are ;  for  they  endeared 
him  to  the  warmed  and  mod  refpedtful  efteem  of  his 
numerous  pupils,  to  the  marked  approbation  of  the 
patrons  in  the  magiftracy,  and  to  the  veneration  of 
all  ranks  and  conditions  of  the  inhabitants. 

In  the  year  1778,  John  Brand,  A.  B.  the  celebrated 
antiquarian,  and  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  NewcalUe, 
in  2  vols.  4to.  was  appointed  firft  under-u(her,  and  in 
1 78 1,  ufher  in  this  grammar-fchool. 

He  was  fucceeded,  1784,  in  bis  ulherfhip,  by  Mofes 
Manners,  A.  M.  and  foon  after,  Robert  Wilfon,  A.  B. 
was  appointed  under-ufher. 

In  June,  <7®7,  Edw.  Moifes,  A.  M,  was  appointed 
head-mafter,  on  the  refignation  of  his  worthy  and 
much^efteemed  uncle.  As  MeiTrs  Moifes  and  Wil- 
fon  are  ftill  officiating  in  their  refpedive  dations^ 
we  have  only  to  exprefs  our  warmed  widies  for  their 
fuccefs  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duties,  emulating  the 
virtues  of  fome  of  their  illudrious  predeceffbrs. 

To  cheridi  this  admirable  inditution,  Lord  Crewe 
left  a  large  legacy  for  fcholars  taught  in  Newcadle 
grammar- fchool^  to  be  fent  to  any  of  the  two  univcr- 
&tits  of  England. 

Dr. 


86  Stnpartiai  ^iftocg  of 


•  II  J  I'm 


Dr.  Smith  bequeathed  the  interjed  of  800I.  to 
Emanuel  College,  in  Cambridge ;  half  of  which  is  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  fcholar,  either  from  Durham  or 
Newcaftle  fcbool.  Other  legacies  and  donations  havi^ 
been  made  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

We  hope  our  candid  readers  will  not  think  u»  tedi* 
ous  in  our  defcription  of  .this  ancient  feminary  of 
learning.  If  the  eye  of  the  paturalift  is  dazzled  with 
beholding  beds  and  plots  of  flowers  and  plants,  fpringv 
ingy  blooming,  ^nd  ripening  into  jxiaturity ;  how  fur-v 
palling  is  the  view  of  a  wdl-governed  nurfery  of 
young  pupilSy  gradually  acquiring  and  (loring  up  in 
their  tender  minds,  thofe  principles  of  fcience  and  of 
virtue  which,  when  properly  cherifbed,  burlt  forth 
with  energy  and  luftre  on  the  ftage  of  human  affairs ! 
Or,  s^s  the  po«t — — 

Delightful  taik ;  to  near  the  Under  tbo^glitt 
To  teach  the  young  idea  how  to  flioot» 
To  pour  the  frcfli  inftrtiftion  o'er  the  mind. 
To  breathe  th'  enlivening  fpirit,  and  to  fix 
The  gen'rous  purpofe    in  the  glowing  brcafl? 

Thomson's  Spring. 

Or,  with  another  poet,— 

Yet,  nurs'd  with  (kill,  what  dazzling  fruits  appear ! 

E'en  nowy  fagacious  forefight*  points  to  (how 

A  litde  bench  of  heedlefs  bi/bops  here, 

And  there  a  cbamcdUr  in  embryo. 

Or  bard  fublime.  Skbnitoh^. 

To  omit  the  numerous  and  diftinguifhed  characters 
who  have  received  their  firft  principles  of  erudition 
at  this  famous  fchool,  we  ftiall  only  obferve,  that  it 
was  faid,  that  here  the  great  bifhop  Ridley,  the  mar- 
tyr, was  educated ;  afterwards,  Akenfide  the  poet ; 
and,  among  many  others,  who  now  fill  confpicuous 
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flatiom  in  public  life,  ai^e  the  prefient  lord  high  chan- 
celfor,  with  his  learned  brother,  Sir  William  Scott ;  fo 
very  applicable  are  the  three  laft  lines  of  Shenftone  ! 

HOUSE  or  TOT  CARMELITES,  ok  WHITE 

FRIARS. 

For  fecurity,  in  the  earlier  ages,  moft  part  of  the 
feligioufr  houfes  ^ere  fituated  nigh  the  Roman  wall ; 
and,  after  N^wcaftle  was  walled  round,  they  were 
domDitonly  founded  adjacent  to  that  barrier.  Ac- 
^imiingly  we  find,  in  the  t6pography  of  Newcaftle^ 
that  fiumbers  of  the  religioui  had  their  refidences  on 
tHe  Wall-Knoll;  a  liCuation  eligible,  as  well  for 
fafefy  as  for  health,  and  commanding  alfo  a  beautiful 
profped  of  the  circumjacent  country.  Here,  hiftory 
tells  us,  the  Carmelites,  or  White  Friars,  firft  fettled, 
npon  their  arrival  at  Monkchefter,  now  Newcaftle. 
They  w€re  termed  Carmelites,  from  Mount  Carmel, 
in  Syria,  where  the  founder  of  their  order  had  his  firft 
refidence.  They  are  faid  to  have  firft  come  to  Eng- 
land  A.  D.  1240,  and  fettled  at  Ailesford,  in  Kent, 
tnd  there  to  have  had  their  firft  chapter.  Others 
hold,  that  they  landed  in  I^orthumberland  A,  D. 
1150;  and  fettled  at  Holme,  no\V  called  Huln-Ab- 
bey,  near  Alnwick,  which  the  noble  family  there 
keeps  in  good  repair.  In  the  neighbourhood  is  a  hill, 
called  Mouiit  Carmel,  which  travellers  afiure  us  has 
z  great  refemblance  to  that  in  Paleftine.  Here  a 
hermit  had  his  refidencei  of  whom  there  is  a  ftatue  of 
f!one  placed  where  his  cell  formerly  was.  The  Car* 
fnelites,  fays  Bourne,  Wei'e  firft  brought  into  the  north 
of  England  by  Ralph  Freeborne,  and  by  him  fixed 
neat  Alnwick,  in  fr  place  called  Holm,  in  a  wildernefs, 
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Dvhtch  their  conduAor  imagined  to  be  a  place  that 
bore  a  (Irong  refemblance  to  Mount  Carmel,  in  Syria. 
He  himfelf  was,  adds  the  fame  author,  the  firft  pro- 
vincial of  this  order,  and  began  his  rule  A.  D.  1240^ 
and  ruled  fourteen  years.  He  lies  buried  at  Alnwick. 

On  their  arrival  at  Wall-KnoU,  they  received  fevc- 
ral  marks  of  royal  bounty  ;  but,  being  flraitened  for 
room  in  this  fituation,  and  finding  their  houfe  too 
fmall,  as  part  of  their  premifles  were  pulled  down  to 
make  a  fite  for  the  (own- wall,  then  buildifkg,  King 
Edward  I.  granted  to  the  White  Friars  of  Newcallle 
this  place  of  the  Friars  of  the  Penance  of  Chrift,  on 
condition  of  their  granting  to  Walter  de  Carlton,  the 
then  only  furviving  brother  of  that  order,  a  decent 
maintenance.  Mention  is  made  of  their  having  re« 
ceived  feveral  donations,  called  pittances,  in  thofe 
days,  from  King  Edward  I.  and  King  John:  one 
day,  fixteen  fliillings  and  eightpence ;  another  pit- 
tance of  nine  (hillings,  from  king  Edward  I.  on  his 
paifing  through  the  town  of  Newcaftle.  Thefe  fums 
from  royal  munificence,  found  trifling  in  our  ears ; 
but  the  value  of  money  was  high  to  what  it  is  now; 
and  by  gifts,  rents  of  lands,  houles,  &c.  thefe  begging 
hretbren  wallowed  in  wealth,  luxury,  and  indolence. 

Even  here,  however,  where  ignorance  reigned, 
there  feems  to  have  been  fome  men  of  learning.  In 
the  year  1450,  Edward  Dynley,  as  Bayle  informs  us, 
born  of  a  good  family  in  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  and 
a  learned  writer  of  the  order,  fiourilhed  \n  this  mo- 
naftery.  The  fubjeds  on  which  he  treated,  are,  how- 
ever, at  this  day,  accounted  trifling  and  unimportant. 
BoAor  NichQlas  Durham,  who  rendered  himfelf 
famous  among  his  cotemporaries,  for  his  xeal  againft 
the  tenets  of  Wickliff,  had  alfo  his  refidence  in  this 
Convent,  A.  D.  1360.  The 
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The  convent  of  ;bp  White  F/iaifs  fu^ered  ;thje  fate 
of  ail  tb^  Qther  cpn  vents  and  monafteries  ^q  J^pglaa^i 
being  iaippreflTe^  by  ^enry  VIH. 

T\^  White  riiv$'.Tpwpr  derived  it§  nan^e  from 
being  oppofit^  tq  tibfs  pw?p^«ry;  a^d  w^re  it  not 
for  this  tower,  we  wo\dd  find  it  di^cuk  to  afcertain 
^hpf^  it;  fa^n^ly  {Ioq4»  ]as  ic4rcely  a  vpftige  of  it  now 
fcpij^ins. 

It  yf^f  dedifatf d  to  ^.t,  Mary ;  who,  as  Speed  xn^ 
forms  us,  was  patronefs  of  above  thirty  priories,  of 
lUie  order  pf  the  (^^^rmelites,  or  White  Friars,  in 
Englanfl*  Indeed,  tb^t  holy  brotherhood,  pre-f 
tfoided  to  have  had  ^lore  than  h^man  intercourf<f 
wf(b  the  Bleficd  Virgin ;  they  h^d  juftly  then  morq 
than  an  ordinsu^y  claipi  upon  her  prot|e(2ion.  But, 
alas !  tbey  fo^rvd  it  of  little  avail  againft  the  rapa-* 
oous  hand  of  Heqry  VIII. 

Fortber  up  Weftgata,  on  the  iide  of  the  (treet  next; 
the  tovi^n-waU,  is  a  large  houfe,  with  ^  front  and  two 
wings,  of  gpeat  antiquity.  Jt  was  termed  Bolbeck* 
Hal),  b^t  changed  its  name,  upon  its  fou;»  Je;:  beipg 
creeled  J^^f\  of  Wf ftinore^and,  to  that  of  Weftmore^ 
lan^rl'iace,  where  that  ^oblem^p  fi^^ed  his  tpwn  refi* 
4en^.  It  ftands  nearly  opp^fjite  the  end  of  Pudding- 
cbajre ;  and  wa^  purchased  by  the  late  Geo.  Aader^ 
(on,  9fk  ^nterpriQng  and  opulent  maftejr-bimder,  in 
whofc  faoiily  it  ftiU  remains 

THE  GREY  fRIiLTUS*  or  MINORS,  oaUsd  aioq 

FRANCISCi^N  FRIARS. 

The  fituation  of  this  religious  foundation  can  now 
icvcely  be  known.  .However,  it  is  probable  its 
fite  may  be  nearly  trace4i  f9F  w^  find  t|  ilreet 
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which  leads  from  Newgate-ftreet,  near  the  New- 
Gate,  to  Pilgrim-ftreet,  and  which  ffill  retains  the 
name  of  High  Friar- chari,  to  diftinguifh  it  from 
Low  Friar-chare,  which  communicated  with  the 
Wcft-Gate.  Here,  it  is  moll  likely,  the  monaftery 
of  the  Black  Friars  formerly  flood. 
•  Lefand  informs  us,  that  the  •*  Obfervant  Friars' 
Houfc  ftood  by  Pandon-Gate.  (He  miflook  it  for 
Pilgrim  Gate)  And  the  building,  he  adds,  is  a  very 
fair  thing.*' 

It  was  adjoining  to  the  High  Friar-chare  that  the 
houfe  of  Grey  Friars,  or  Minors,  called  alfo  Francifcaa 
Friars,  flood,  and  from  whom  the  flreet  derives  its 
name.     They  were  one  of  the  moft  eminent  of  the 
four  orders  of  Mendicants.    The  celebrated  St.  Fran- 
cis was  their  founder ;  and  from  him  this  order  was 
honoured  with  the  derivative  Francifcan,  from  his 
name  Francis ;  which,  in  that  reign  of  Monkifh  do- 
minion, was  accounted  an  honour  fuperior  to  that  of 
imperial,  or  any  civil  title  on  earth.     Yet  no  infti- 
tution  could  be,  apparently,  more  felf-denying,  more 
mortifying  to  the  gaieties,  and  even  the  conveniences  of 
Kfe.    They  were  termed  Mendicants,  (beggars)  from 
depending  entirely  upon  the  benevolence  and  charity 
of  the  generous  and  humane.     Before  any  coufld  be 
admitted  into  this  order,  they  were  obliged  to  give  a 
convincing  proof  of  the  difintereflednefs  of  their  mo- 
tives, by  **  felling  all  they  had,  and  giving  it  to  the 
poor."    They  were  termed  Friars  Minor,  that  is,  lefs ; 
lefs  than  all  others  !    And,  no  doubt,  like  the  apofUe 
Paul,  "  lefs  than  the  leafl  of  all  faints !"    Truly  mo- 
deft! 

That  they  might  indifputably  appear  to  be  fo,  they 
wore  a  loofe  garment,  of  coarfe  cloth,  reaching  to  the 
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ancles^  with  a  cowl*  and  a  grey  cloak  oyer  it^  when 
they  went  abroad.  They  girded  thejpfelves  with  cords,. 
and  went  bare- footed,  and  thus  obtained  the  name 
of  Bare-footed  Friars ;  while  the  Black,  and  Carme* 
lite,  or  White  Friars,  who  wore  Ihocs,  were  termed 
Shod  Friars.  It  is  well  known  that  there  is  a  large 
church  at  this  day  in  London,  called  Cri^tched  Friars, 
where  a  neceffary  part  of  the  accoutrements  of  the 
holy  brotherhood  wa^,  a  pair  ofcrulcbej  i  i 

But,  under  all  thi$  humble  guife,  under  this  veil  of 
felf-denial,  a  world  of  pride  lay  concealed.     For,  by . 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  human  heart,  and  inti- 
nuating  themfelves  into  the  favour  of  the  great  and 
ppwer^  they  thereby  direded,  at  pleafure,  moft  of 
the  temporal  as  well  a^  fpiritual  concerns  of  Chriften- 
^m :  ,  and  the  moft  powerful  engine  pf  papal  art 
which,  they  employed  was,  getting  theipfelves  con- 
feilbrs  to  princes,  nqbles,  ai>d,  indeed,  to  all  the  weal- 
thy and  the  gre^t.     By  this  means,  the  Mendicant 
became  not  only  the  moft  powerful,  but  the  moft 
opulent  of  all  the  numerous  orders  of  the  papal  hier-  . 
archy.     For  what  pcrfon,  however  exalted  )m,  ^ank 
in  focicty,  would  riik  damnation,  by  refuljqg  con- 
feffion  of  all  his  tranfadions  to  a  prieft.     However. . 
the  order  of  the  Francifcan  Mendicants  hafl  their  efta« 
bliihment  firft  in  Newcaftle,  under  the  patronage  of 
the  opulent  family  of  the  Carliols,  whp  were  wealthy 
merchants,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 

The  fite  of  their  mooaftery  muft  have  bieen  fome- 

where  in  the  garden  of  the  ^ate  Sir  Walter  Blackett, 

Bart,  and  moft  probably  in  that  part  of  it  which  lies 

oppofite  to  Ficket-Tovver.     Mr  Bourne  aflures  us. 

from  ancient  records,  that  they  were  ,a  conftituted 

body  lb  remote  as  anno  1 207. 
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To  grve  a  furthct  proof/  hdw  deeply  Nfeweaftle 
was  iritcrefted  in  monaftiti  inftitutions :  at  a*  general 
chapter  of  this  order,  held  at  Narbonne,  m  Frante, 
A.D.  1258,  it  appeared,  th^t  the  Snglifli  prdVihce 
had  feVeh  cuftodies,  whereof  the  cuftody  df  N^e\liffcaftl^ 
cJontaining  nine  convint^,  was  one ;  Jlnd  were  all  a^ 
follow,  viz.  Newcaftle  monafterjr,  it!  Notthumberlafhrf, 
Dundee,  Dumfries,  and  Haddington,  in  Scotland ; 
Carlifle,  in  Cumberland;  Hartlepool,  in  Durham; 
Berwick,  in  Northumberland ;  Roxburgh,  ih  Scot- 
land; and  Richmond,  in  Yoiffc/hire.  Ala^!  J^ew- 
caftle,  how  fotfely  hafl!  thou  been  prieft-riddcn,  in 
thofe  times  of  monlcifli  domination  ! 

It  is  of  little  cortfequ^nce  to  oiir  readers  to  be  ^- 
qUainted  with  the  names  of  the  priors,  &c.  Whti  re^ 
fided  in  this  monaftety.  But  that  it  i;<ras  imt  altoge- 
ther barren  of  liearned  rten,  €lppears  frbhi  bur  being 
informed,  that  Hugh  of  NeWcaftte,  termed  by  th^ 
critical  Bayle,  tht  fcbolaJHc  doSlor,  and  whofe  fame 
was  celebrated  through  all  Ohriftendom,  flourilhed  in 
this  houfe  A.  D.  ^284. 

But  the  moft  fingtriar  and  renbwned  charader  of 
that  age  was  dlfd  one  of  the  minors  in  this  houfe  be- 
fore A.  D.  1300.  And,  if  it  \t  not  interefting,  it  is 
at  lead  amufing,  to  be  acquainted  with  his  name,  his 
country,  and  a  few  fpccimens  of  his  talents,  by  which 
he  acquited  fuch  hard-earned  reputation. 

His  name  was  John  Scott,  or  Dr  John  Scott,  The 
epithet  of  diftinftion  by  which  he  w^s  honoured,  v^as 
that  of  Subtilis  Do£lor.  And  his  patronymic  name 
was  that  of  Duns,  to  which  was  added  Sddtus,  &t 
Duns  Scotus* 

Leland,  from  certain  old  records  in  Merton  college, 
Oxford,  gathered,  that  this  celebrated'  dodOf  w^s 
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bom  in  the  patifli  of  £meldon»  in  a  hamlet  or  manor- 
pja^e  belonging  to  that  cc^ege^  called  Dundan,  in 
Nfxfthunibb^laDd  ;  from  whence,  by  contradion,  he 
got  the  name  of  Duns :  his  father'^  name  was  Scott. 
What  is  curious,  the  place  belongs  to  Merton  college 
to^  this  day.  Such  k  the  EngHfli  account  of  the  et/^ 
mdogy  of  the  name  and  place  bf  binh  of  this  cele- 
brated perfon. 

Bu£  the  Scots,  fo  tenacious  of  their  national  ho^ 
BoUr,  and  zealous  for  the  reputation  of  their  learned 
liien,  wiliby  no  means  yield  thfe  palm  to  their  £ngU(h 
rivals  in  fame,  and  to  this  d^y  iniift  that  the  town 
6(  Dunfe,  in  the  county  of  Berwick,  give  birth  to  this 
iAttftxioUs^  literary  luminary;  can  fliew  the  houfe 
wbere  he  was  born ;  who  was  the  midwife  I  and, 
^bmt  minijlet  baptized  him ;  and,  for  ages,  the  flrife. 

fbr  the  honour  of  giving  birth  to  Duns  Scotus  was  as 
fierce  as  the  contention  among  the  five  ftates  of 
Greece  was  of  old  for  the  honour  of  giving  birth  to 
Homer.  We,  poof  editor^,  dare  not  venture  upon 
the  mighty  fubjedl  to  offer  a  conjedlure,  far  lefs  a 
decifidn  of  the  high  conteft,  and  we  truly  fay, 

.    Nim  noftram  inter  vos  tantas  componere  lites. 

We  dare  not  prefuoie  to  decide  in  the  mighty  ftrife. 
But  with  the  mod  profound  reverence,  and 
humble  refpedk,  we  cannot  but  obferve  the  Cala- 
donidns  feem  to  have  the  itrongefl  evidence  in  their 
f«lvdur»  as  the  infcription  on  his  tomb  ^'  Scotia' me 
gemtiii**  Scotland  gave  me  birth ^  feems  inconteftibly  to 
p.fove  th^t  he  wjis,  a  Scotlinan.  Yet  even  here  we 
are  checked^  -  and  again  reminded  by  the  learned 
Fuller^  that  nothing  was  more  common  than  to  con- 
ftder,  anciently,  Northumberland  as  comprehending. 
all  the  lauds  fromihe  Humber  to  Edinburgh  Frith. 

So 


94  fntpattiel  ^ifiatjf  of 

■    ■■  ^i..ii  11      -..- ■   ■■-.      II    .  _ .  T.    I  I      ■      ■■■.■—    —tiiarw 

So  here,  we  are  loft  again,  and  involved  in  aloioft 
worfe  than  Egyptian  darknefs !  Adhuc  fub  judice. 
lis  eft ;  the  matter  refts  quite  undecided  ftill  !*•  I  be- 
lieve, faid  a  lady,  in  Scotland,  looking  gravely  at  two 
vaft  volumns  of  evidence,  on  the  tea  table,  on  the 
Douglas'  caufe,  one  affirming  that  the  claimant  of 
th^t  princely  dukedom  was  the  legitimate  fon  of  Sir 
John  S  tuart,  and  of  X^ady  Jane  Douglas,  and  fo  the 
duke's  nephew;  the  other,  proving  that  his  re* 
puted  father  w^s  a  monftrous  liar,  and  that  the. 
ciiild  was  a  barber's  brat  of  the  city  of  Reims.  I 
believe  faid  the  good  lady,  that  this  affair  (and  we 
may  fay  fo  too  with  a  Ugh,  of  the  birth  of  Scotus) 
will  never  be  fettled  till  the  day  of  judgment !  And  I. 
am  afraid,  my  dear,  faid  her  huft)and,  with  a  fmile  a« 
crofs  the  table,  there  will  be  fo  many  other  caufes  of 
much  higher  concern,  to  be  tried,  that  the  court 
will  be  clofed  before  the  Douglas  caufe  comes  on. 

It  only  remains  to  give  fome  account  of  the  lite- 
rary abilities  of  DoAor  Subtilis.  The  title  of  doSor 
he  juftly  merited,  as  he  was  a  great  maftcr  of  the* 
learned  languages,  and  wrote  huge  volumes  of  Com- 
mentaries, not  only  on  the  fcriptures,  but  upon  the 
Mafter  of  Sentences,  Ariftotle's  ten  Catagories,  &c. 

rie  was  juftly  termed  Subtilis,  as  he  had  the  pecu- 
liar talent  of  making  every  fubjeft  appear  myfteri- 
ous ;  or  to  be  known  only  by  logical,  or  dialedical 
difquifiiions.  He  could  puzzle  the  profoundeft 
doctor  to  folve  fuch  important  queftions  as  Whe-  . 
ther  Adam  was  formed  with  an  umbilical  cord, 
or  not  ?  Whether  Eve  was  formed  of  a  rib 
from  Adam's  right  or  left  fide  ?  Whether  this 
rib  was  one    of   the  abdominal,  or  thoraical  ribs  ? 

Whether  Eve  conceived  in  a  ftate  of  innocence, 

or 
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or  not?  With  fuch  difquifitions  did  he  fo  ftrike 
the  learned  of  the  middle  ages,  that  he  divided 
the  whole  fchools  in  Europe  into  two  great  clafles, 
the  Scotijls^  of  which  he  was  the  head  or  leader,  and 
the  Thomifts,  the  followers  of  Thomas  Aquinas,  an 
equally  formidable  leader. 

The  monaftery  of  the  Francifcans  was  diflblved 
with  others  in  the  year  1539,  It  then  conllfted  of 
the  prior,  John  Crayforth,  eight  friars,  and  two 
novices.  Their  monaftery  was  found  quite  deftitute 
of  the  abundance  of  luxuries  found  in  other  convents. 
So  that  they  did  not  falfify  their  appellation  of  Friar- 
Mendicants. 

ST,  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL 

For  tbe  Nuns  ofNewcaJlle. 

Already  we  have  obferved  that  Chriftianity  fixed 
its  refidence  in  Monkchefter,  at  a  very  early  period. 
The  fervour  of  the  zeal,  the  firaplicity  and  dif- 
intereftednefs  of  the  lives  of  its  teachers,  attradled  the 
notice,  not  only  of  the  mafs  of  the  people  in  general, 
but,  Bede,  the  father  of  our  ecclefiailical  hiftory,  af- 
fures  us,  that,  to  vail  numbers  of  converts  were  ad-- 
ded,  Ofwy,  the  king  of  Northumberland,  who  had  his 
refidence  at  Ad  Murum^  (now  Newcaflle)  and  who  by 
his  perfuafion,  prevailed  upon  Fenda,  king  of  Mercia, 
as  alfo  Sigibert,  king  of  the  Eaft  Angles,  to  receive 
the  initiatory  rite  of  baptifm.  From  that  period,  aU 
moft  the  whole  ifland,  adds  the  fame  venerable  au- 
thority, renounced  paganifm,  and  received  a  do£trine« 
(b  worthy  of  the  Supreme  Being,  breathing  good  will 

to  men. 

But 
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But,  unhappilj^  for  it€  converts,  devption  aflUpfied 
a  new  form ;  and  from  frequenting  the  phief  plape^ 
of  concgurfe,  it  retired  from  the  bufy  fcenes  of  life,  itq 
woods,  caves,  and  folitary  retreats.  And  iq  no  part  of 
England  did  thi5  take  place  more  thaq  at  Newcaftlc  j 
the  adjacent  woods,  the  windings  of  the  Tyoe  j  and 
the  fecwity  of  an  afylum  by  the  ftrong  fortifications 
of  the  place,  ^11  contributed  to  dra\v  nuji^bers  of  d<»vp^ 
tee§  to  Monkchefter,  the  name  by  which  the  town  waa 
known  forne  centuries  before  the  Norman  conq^ueft. 

On  the  introdudlion  of  monaftic  orders,  with 
whom  not  only  the  reliques  of  faints  (fays  Mr  Brand} 
but  alfo  the  fcenes  of  great  confequence  to  reli^on, 
were  held  in  the  higheft  eftimation,  it  feems  no  im- 
probable conje<3ure  th^t  a  plage  corifecrated  to  the 
warm  imaginations  of  thefe  well  meaning  zealots,  by 
circumilances  fo  remarkable  as  then  took  place, 
ibould  be  accounted  facred  in  more  than  a  common 
degree ;  if  we  farther  unite  the  idea  of  pertbnal  fafie- 
ty^  expe6bed  in  what  had  been  fo  recently  a  Roman 
£c«tification,  and  £b  often  reforted  to  in  times  of  the 
J)am0i  inTadon,  with  that  of  fandity  affixed  to  it  by 
ibmetbing  not  unlike  fuperftition,  it  feems  natur£^l  to 
fuppofe  that  tbefe  ancient  devotees  would  prefer  it  on 
both  thefe  accounts.  Hiitory  indieed  infornss  ug;  that 
Monks  in  vail  numbers  crowded  to  it  from  varioua 
part»,  OQt  only  of  this  ifland,  but  alfo  from  foreign  na-* 
tioRS.  But  the  rutblefs  bands  of  Dantfii  invaders, 
^efpifing  the  idea  of  local  fandity,  with  which  its 
then  inhabitants  were  impreifed,  and  undaunted  at^ 
the  military  works,  kft  for  the  defence  of  the  feeble 
natives,  like  an  irrefiftible  torrent,  carried  ajl  befo» 
them,  marking  their  deftrudive  progrefs  with  havoc 

and  defolation. 

Matthew 
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Matthew  Paris,  of  Weftminfter,  intorms  us,  "  that 
in  the  year  of  grace  800  an  army  of  Danifh  pagans 
ravaged  and  fpoiled  the  church  of  Tynemoutb,  (as 
we  will  fee  when  treating  of  that  once  magnificent 
priory)  carrying  off  ihefpoii  inftantly  to  their  fliips^ 
That  fixty-feven  years  afterwards  the  fame  cruel  vic- 
tors depopulated  the  whole  province  of  Northumber* 
land,  to  the  mouth  of  thi^  river  Tyne,  and  fubjugated 
the  whole  country.  As  alfo,  three  years  afterwards, 
the  noble  monafteries  on  our  coaft,  of  Lindisferni 
Tynemouth,  Gyrway,  (Jarrowj  and  Wereraouth, 
were  utterly  plundered  and  deftroyed." 

The  monafteries  of  Monkchefter  being  thus  deftroy- 
ed, with  alraoft  every  memorial  of  their  former  exift- 
encc,  by  the  bloody  Danes,  who  exerted  their  ruthlefs 
fury  principally  upon  edifices  confecrated  to  religion, 
the  ruins  of  that  place  feem  to  have  been  unnoticed 
and  forgot,  till  about  the  middle  of  the  eleventh  cen- 
tury, when  they  were  vifired  from  motives  of  religious 
zeal,  by  Aldwine,  monk  and  prior  of  the  monaftery 
of  Winchelfea,  accompanied  in  this  perilous  journey 
by  Elwins  and^  Reinfridus,  two  monks  of  Evelham, 
as  we  have  defcribed  in  a  former  page.     By  the 
xeal  and  energetic   exhortations    of    thefe   devout 
ftrangers,  the  inhabitants  were  aroufcd  from  their 
criminal    apathy ;    and    a    revival  was    given    to 
monkery  in  this  part  of  the  ifland,  after  it  had  been 
extinguiflied  for  about  two  hundred  years. 

It  has  ever  been  obferved,  that  the  devotion  of  the 
female  fcr  is,  in  general,  more  fervent  and  lively 
than  that  of  the  male ;  accordingly,  in  Monkchefter, 
many  of  the  former,  quitting  the  world,  fought  tor  a 
retreat,  where  they  might,  undlfquieted  by  the  qares 
and  aaxieties  of  life,  fpend  their  days  in  mprtiftcation, 

N  and 
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and  in  what  to  them  appeared  the  fublime  contem* 
plation  of  celeftial  obje&s. 

To  cherifli  fentiments  at  that  day  thought  fo  de- 
vout, and  to  give  full  fcope  to  the  practice  of  the 
whole  round  of  religious  exercifes,  feveral  princes, 
prelates,  and  nobles,  believed  it  to  be  a  neceflary  and 
Yueritorious  duty  to  found  a  convent,  or  nunnery,  for 
thefe  female  reclufes.    Accordingly  we  find  ftill  fome 
veftiges  of  the  once  famous  monaftery  of  St  Bartho- 
lomew to  this  day.     A  little  above  the  Scotch  inn, 
\vhere,  during  the  interval  of  hoftilities,  the  kings 
and  nobles  of  that  nation,  upon  coming  to  Newcaftle, 
generally  refided,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ftreet, 
there  ftill  remains  part  of  the  arch  to  the  great  en- 
trance to  the  nunnery  of  St.  Bartholomew.     What 
its  extent,  or  the  number  of  accommodations  for  its 
fair  refidents,  no  trace  in  hiftory  remains  to  inform 
us.     But  all  ecclefiaftical  hiftorians  are  unanimous  in 
alTuring  us,  that  it  was  the  oldeft  of  ail  the  monaftic 
buildings  in  this  place. 

From  the  White-crofs  fouthward  the  ftreet  leads  to 
the  Nun-gate,  which  gives  name  to  a  fmall  part  of 
the  ftreet  in  its  neighbourhood.  This  gate  (which, 
feveral  years  ago,  was  entirely  taken  4own  by  the 
corporation)  was  not  the  great  gate  of  the  nunnery, 
but  a  fort  of  back  palTage  to  it ;  for  the  nunnery  was 
iituated  lower  down,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  ruins  of 
fome  old  walls  in  their  garden,  which  ftill  go  by  the 
name  of  the  nun's  garden. 

Speed,  in  his  hiftory,  informs  us,  that  it  was 
king  Henry  I.  who  founded  the  hofpital  of  Sf. 
Bartholomew,  for  the  nuns  of  Newcaftle.  Tht 
Scottifti   hiftorians,   Boethius,  Fordun,  and  others, 

aflfert,    that  David,    king  of    Scotland^    who  wa& 
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a  great  builder  of  churches,  during  his  refidence  in 
this  town,  A.  D.  1 135,  founded  this  nunnery.  Whe- 
ther thefe  royal  perfonages  were,  either  jointly  or  in- 
dividually, the  founders  of  this  convent,  it  feeras, 
however,  from  hiftory,  pretty  certain,  that  they  were 
both  munificent  benefadors  to  the  inflitu.tion. 

Ridpath,  in  his  highly-informing  Border  Hiftory, 
(ays,  thatAgas,  the  mother  of  Margaret,  queen  of 
Scotland,  and  Chriftian,  her  fifter,  after  king.  Mal- 
colm was  killed  at  Alnwick,  anno  xo86,  incapable  of 
enjoying  fociety  after  that  fatal  cataftrophe,  retired 
to  this  nunnery,  and  took  the  facred  veil. 

Benefactions,  donations,  and  grants,  numerous  and 
valuable,  poured  into  this  receptacle  of  fair  devotees. 

Large  quantities  of  wheat,  rich  and  fertile  lands, 
villages,  &c.  all  were  chearfuUy  granted  to  the  de- 
vout nuns  of  St.  Bartholomew;  wades,  and  houfes  in 
the  Side,  Pilgrim-ftreet,  Flefh-market,  Oat-market, 
Darn-crook,  and  almoft  all  over  the  town,  belonged 
to  them.  That  piece  of  fine  land  adjacent  to  the 
town-moor,  called  to  this  day  the  Nun's-moor,  or 
Leazowes,  was  allb  the  property  of  thefe  fillers, 
which,  after  paifing  through  feveral  hands,  was  at 
laft,  by  the  abbefs,  vefted  in  the  corporation  of  New- 
cad  le,  where  it  ftill  continues. 

But,  in  proportion  as  the  convent  became  opulent, 
the  fiilerhood,  it  is  faid,  felt  an  irrefiftible  propenfity 
towards  the  oppofite  fex.  And  fame  fays,  (but  (he 
often  lies)  that  fome  of  the  frail  fair  ones,  by 
means  of  a  fubterraneous  communication  with  the 
neighbouring  monaftery,  became  mammas,  without 
the  trouble  of  the  marriage  ceremony.  Mr  Bourne^ 
fays,  that  Mr  Blackett's  fteward,  Mr  Richmond,  af- 
Aired  him,  that  he  had  feen  the  entrance  into  (hjs 

N  2  fubter- 


too  3fmpartlal  J5)iftdrg  hf 


fubterraneous  irault,  but  that  it  was  then  filled  up 

with  earth. 

Charity,  however,  which  "thinketh  no  evil/' 
obliges  us  to  view  the  defign  of  this  vault  (if  fuch 
ever  exifted)  with  a  more  favourable  eye :  it  very 
probably  was  a  depofitary  for  wines  and  other  ftores, 
which  the  fair  devotees  wi(hed  to  be  concealed 
from  the  views  of  the  cenforious  public.  How- 
ever, we  well  know,  that,  upon  the  intention  of  the 
relentlefs  Henry  VIII.  of  polling  down  and  ftripping 
the  rich  abbeys  and  nionafteries  being  known,  the 
courtiers  and  minions  of  the  royal  plunderer  inftantly 
fet  on  to  load  the  falling  pviefthood  with  the  blacked 
calumnies  and  fouleft  imputations ;  fo  that,  inftead 
of  their  being  facred  receffiss  of  devotion,  and  fublime 
meditation,  they  were  too  truly  reprefentcd  as 
having  been  the  filthy  dens  of  hideous  impurities, 
finks  of  frightful  pollutions^  gluttony,  lufts,  murders, 
and  particularly  of  myriads  of  infanticides,  and  t>f 
other  monftrous  crimes,  which  called  for  the  venge- 
nnce  of  God  and  man  !  In  confequence  of  this  the 
nunnery  of  Newcaftle  amongft  oihei-s  wa«  fully  fup- 
prcfled  in  the  year  1540 :  at  the  time  of  its  diflb- 
lution  it  confided  of  a  priorefs  and  nine  other 
nuns. 

Such  was  the  overthrow  of  the  numerous  and  rich- 
ly endowed  monafteries,  with  which  Newcaftle  for 
ages  had  abounded.  The  fuperfiitious  devotee  may 
poflibly  lament  the  mighty  change,  and  the  in- 
curable wound  given  to  the  papal  power  in  Britain ; 
but  the  burfting  forth  of  the  light  of  fcience,  and 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  ftript  of  their  galling 
chains,  appearing  to  blefs  mankind  with  their  be- 
nign influence,  and  to  fhed  on  them  their  choiceit 
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bldfings,  powerfully  d^monftrate,  that  the  change 
has  been  wonderfully  for  the  ameUoration  of  the  con« 
dttkm  of  mankind. 

ST.   MARY  MAGDALEN'S  HOSPITAL   for 

LEPERS. 

Tlie  leprofy  was  a  loathrome,  foul,  and  painful 
difeafe.  It  was,  in  ancient  times,  very  common 
among  the  Afiatics,  Egyptians,  and  other  eailern 
and  fouthern  nations.  It  feems  to  have  been  parti- 
cularly prevalent,  as  we  find  in  facred  writ,  among 
the  ancient  ifraelites ;  and  we  read  of  the  numerous 
precautions  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  its  infedious 
influence,  by  excluding  the  perfon  affedled  with  this 
dreadful  malady  from  all  intercourfe  with  fociety, 
till  he  ihould  cither  recover,  or  die. 

Phyfiologifts  tell  us.  that  it  was  hereditary,  and  in- 
fcdious  J  that  it  might  be  caught  by  the  faliva  of  a 
leper,  if  a  found  petfon  drank  after  him,  by  contact, 
or  touch ;  by  lying  in  the  fame  bed  j  or,  by  intercourfe 
between  the  fexes. 

That  it  was  common  in  our  own  country,  appears 
from  this,  that  hofpitals  fur  lepers  were  eroded  al- 
moll  in  every  town  of  any  confequence  in  the  king- 
dom. In  general,  it  baffled  the  power  of  medicine, 
and  of  confequence  the  patieqt  dragged  out  a  life  of 
the  moft  exquifite  and  confummate  mifery.  What 
is  very  particular  however  is,  that  althoughvthe  fa- 
tal lift  of  difeafes  which  afflid  human  kind,  rather  en- 
frreafes  in  our  times ;  yet  the  dreadful  one  of  le- 
profy  is  almoft  altogether  unknown  in  our  favoured 
iiland.  Monf.  St.  Fond,  that  amiable  philofopher, 
and  one  of  the  motl  eminent  members  of  the*  French 
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National  Inftitute,  and,  to  heighten  his  celebrity,  a 
particular  favourite  of  the  Firft  Conful,  who 
vifited  Newcaftle  a  few  years  ago,  fpeaking 
of  the  many  and  vafl  advantages  refulting  from 
the  ufe  of  coal  fuel,  has  this  remarkable  obfervation, 
''  And  there  can  be  little  doubt,  but  that  it  U 
from  the  confumption  of  fo  much  coal,  iii  the  nume- 
rous great  manufaftories  in  Britain,  as  well  as  the 
plenty  of  that  ufeful  mineral  employed  in  domeftic 
purpofes,  that  the  leprofy,  that  horribly  loathfome 
diforder,  fo  common  in  other  countries,  and  alfo  in 
England  until  coal  became  the  general  fuel  there, 
ha3  n(w  totally  difappeared." 

To  afford  an  afylum  for  perfons  afflided  with  this 
dreadful  contagious  difeafe,  the  hofpital  of  St.  Mary 
Magdalen  was  founded,  and  endowed,  near  the  Bar- 
ras-Bridge,  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  town  of 
Newcaftle.  It  was  placed  on  a  rifing  ground,  and 
the  term  Barras  was  originally  Barrows,  tumuli,  or 
heights,  probably  the  burying- place  of  the  patients 
who  died  of  this  diforder.  No  veftiges  now  remain 
of  that  humane  inftitution.  It  was  a  priory,  or  hof- 
pital, for  a  mafter,  brethren,  and  lifters,  to  receive 
and  accommodate  lepers. 

Pope  Alexander  III,  confirmed  the  mafter  and  bre- 
thren in  the  pofiefiion  of  fuch  houfes,  gardens,  rents, 
woods,  and  other  property  as  might  be  made  over  to 
them  with  an  exemption  from  all  tythes. 

King  Edward  I.  confirmed  to  them  a  houfe  be- 
queathed to  them  by  John  de  Hercelaw. 

John  Bland  was  a  great  benefactor  to  this  hofpital, 
by  giving  and  leaving  them  many  valuable  dona- 
tions,  and  was  buried  in  their  chancel. 

The 
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The  good  Roger  Thornton,  ever  among  the  fair  lift 
of  the  charitable  and  humane,  left,  by  his  will,  two 
pounds  to  the  **  leper  men*'  of  Newcaftle. 

Fourteen  perfons,  fays  Bourne,  refiding  in  the 
honfe,  were  each  allowed  a  room,  coals,  and  eight 
fliillings  per  month.  Fifteen  others,  were  a 
iort  of  out-patients,  with  different  allowances,  fome 
of  eight  (hillings,  fome  of  five  (hillings,  and  others  of 
two  (hillings  and  (ixpence  per  month.  Upon  its  dif- 
folution  by  a  ftatute  of  Henry  VIII.  king  James 
I.  incorporated  it  with  St  Thomas*  cbapel,  on 
Tyne-bridge^  conftituting  the  nnayor  and  common 
council  patrons. 

Happy  has  it  been  for  Newcaftle,  that  the  necef- 
fity  of  fuch  an  afylum  has  long  fince  ceafed  a 
kper  being  a  charader  almoft  altogether  unknown 
in  our  times. 

« 

Th£     monastery    of     the    ST.    AUSTIN 

FRIARS. 

This  feems  to  have  been  one  of  the  moft  beautiful 
and  magnificent  of  all  the  religious  ftrudlures,  of  the 
monaftic  orders,  in  Newcaftle.  It  was  fituated  on 
the  left  hand  in  going  down  the  Manor^cl^are,  on 
that  extenfive  piece  of  ground,  on  which  hav^  been 
fince  ereded  the  Freemen's  Hofpital,  Barber  Sur- 
geon's Hall,  &c.  of  which  we  will  give  an  account 
when  defcribing  the  Public  Buildings,  Charitable 
foundations,  &c«  It  was  founded  (fays  V/allis  in  his 
valuable  account  of  the  antiquities  of  Northumber- 
land) by  William  Lord  Ros,  haron  of  Wark,  upon 
Tweed,  about  the  year  1290. 

He  was  one  of  the  moft  potent  chieftains  of  the 
north,  aad  the  branches  of  his  family  were  rendered 

iUuf- 


X04  Sfmparttal  $>ifiot9  of 


mt 


iUu(lriou$  by  their  intermarriages  with  perfo^iages  of 
royal  defcent,  as  Robert  de  Ros  in  the  reign  of  Hen- 
ry IL  married  one  of  the  daughters  of  William  king 
of  Scotland,  of  ^hom  Lord  William  defcended  in  di* 
red  lineage.    It  was  a  handfome  building,  adorned 
with  cloiftcrs,  and  had  a  curious  chapel.     When  the 
illand  was  unhappily  divided  into  two  diftind,  and, 
too  often,  rival  kingdoms,  the  EnglUh  monarchs, 
when  on  their  march  northwards,  with  their,  armies, 
generally  took  up  their  reiidence  in  this  facred  recefa. 
It  was  honoured  by  Margaret,  eldeft  daughter  of 
king  Henry  VII.  who  was  fumptuoufly  entertained 
at  this  houfe,  along  with  the  mayor  and  principal 
people  of  Newcaftle.     tliat  princefs  was  then  af- 
fianced to  the  king  of  Scotland,  and  was  here,  with  a 
fplendid  retinue,  on  her  journey  to  that  kingdom,  on 
the  24th  and  25th  of  July,  1503.     Bourne  fays,  that 
in  his  time,  there  was  ftill  a  complete  quadrangle  tp 
be  feen,  the  fouth  fide  of  which    has  undoubtedly 
been     the  chapel.       This    feems    to    have    been 
the  ancient  building,  for  Grey  fpeaks  of  feme  fomp- 
tuous  additions  that  were  made  to  this  magnificent 
monaftery.     •*  In  fucceeding  ages,  fays  he,  it  was  en- 
larged and  beautified,  with  (lately  buildings,  cloiftersi 
and    a    fair    church/*       The  kings    of  England, 
fince  the  conqueft,  fays  Bourne,  kept  houfe  in  it, 
when  they  came  with    a  royal  army  againft  Scot- 
land.    And  fince  the  fupprefilion  of  monafteries  in 
the  kingdom,  it  has  been  a  magazine  and  ftbre* 
houfe  for  the  north  parts.      Of  late,  that  prince-^ 
ly  fabric    has  been  laid   level   with  the  groutid. 
**  The  pride,  covetoufnefs,  luxury,  and  idolatry,  of 
thefe  houfes,  adds  the  reverend  author,    brought 
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fudden  ruip  upoji^  tbemfelveSy  and  their  abodes  of  in- 
dolence ;aiji,d  voluptuous  luxury.** 

The  order  was  that  of  St.  Auguftine,  contrafted 
Auftin.  The  name  refledcd  honour  upon  the  order ; 
it  is  a  pity,  if,  as  Bourne  fays,  the  order  refleded  dif- 
^ace  upon  the  name.  §t.  Auguftine  was  the  nioft 
celebrated  of  all  the  Latin  fathers.  His  language  is 
fo  pure  and  claffical,  his  fentiments  fo  original,  fo 
pious,  fo  iublime,  that,  let  any  one  read,  and  enter 
ipto  the  fpirit  of  his  trad,  De  civitate  Dsi^  he  will 
imagine  himfelf  tranfported  into  the  celeftial  abodes. 

They  were  of  the  hermits,  (inhabitants  of  the  de- 
fert)  and  were  fent  into  England,  by  Lanfrank,  of 
Milan,  the  firft  general  of  the  hermits  of  IJt.  Auftin, 
in  the  year  1252.  And  from  wandering  mendicants, 
they  had  the  addrefs  to  fecute  the  favour  of  the 
gre^t  and  powerful,  and  fp  becanxe  one  of  the  weaU 
thieft,  and  moft  potent  orders,  under  the  hierarchy  of 
Rome. 

The  celebrity  of  their  napie,  and  the  reputed  fanc- 
tity  of  their  order,  procured  them  the  friendftiip  of 
princes,  nobles,  barons,  wealthy  citizens,  and  mer- 
chants ;  fo  that  they  had  lands,  houfes,  rents,  tythes 
of  m^jnors;  S^c.  unintere|ling  .to  our  readets,  and 
irkfome  to  ourfelves  to  enumerate,  chiefly  as  we  find 
thefe  boh  heggers  made  fuch  a  ftiameful  ufe  of  the 
well-intended  benevolence  of  the  charitable,  and 
the  virtuous. 

By  ^n  ordinary  of  the  fraternity  .of  weavers  in 
Newcaftle-upon-Tyne,  dated  the  3tft  of  Auguff^ 
1525,  every  brother  of  that  fociety  is  enjoined  to  be 
"  At  the  Sante  Auguftine^s,  in  the  daye  of  the  exalta- 
cioq  of  the  holy  crofle,  in  every  year,  and  on  the 
iione  of  the  fame  to  go  tp  the  dir^e  and  fowle  mafle 
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to  be  done  for  the  breders  and  fuflers  (brothers  and 
lifters)  of  the  faid  fellowlhips.  We  will  fee  curious 
fpecinieus  of  this  fariical  mummery,  when  we  come  to 
treat  of  the  different  companies. 
It  is  remarkable  that  we  find  no  record  of  any  men 
of  learning  among  Auguftine  friars,  in  Newcaftle ; 
although  there  may  have  been  fuch,  but  their 
names  and  memorial  perifhed  in  the  general  deftruo 
tion  of  the  monaftery. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  this  houfe  was  fupprefTed  by 
Henry  VIII.  in  the  30th  yfear  of  his  reign.  Andrew 
Kell,  prior,  feven  brethren,  and  three  novices,  fur- 
rendering  their  houfe  January  9,  1539. 

The  Milbank  MSS.  informs  us,  that  when  king 
,  James  I.  came  to  the  throne  of  England,  in  the  firfl 
year  of  his  reign,  this  monaftery  was  adorned  with 
cloiilers,  and  a  fair  church,  which  a  Scot,  one  of  his 
attendants,  begged  of  James.  The  king  granting  it, 
the  rapacious  Scotfman  immediately  ftripped  it  of  its 
fine  roof  of  lead,  and  fold  it !  But  mark  the  juft  retri- 
bution of  heaven,  the  (hip  that  was  carrying  to  a  fo- 
reign market  the  facrilegious  cargo,  was  itfelf  caft 
away  !  The  ftones  of  the  monaftery,  the  fame 
prophane  Caledonian  fold  to  Sir  Peter  Riddle, 
.who,  with  them  built  the  fouth  front  of  his 
fine  houfe.  But  mark  again  the  divine  difpleafure^ 
the  property  is  wrefted,  (fays  good  Mr  Bourne} 
from  the  pofterity  of  Sir  Peter,  and  has  devolved 
upon  captain  Dykes.  What  impiety  have  we  left  un- 
touched ! 

Out  of  its  ruins  has  fince  arofe  a  workhoufe  for  the 
employment  of  the  poor ;  a  houfe  of  corredion  for 
the  unruly,  a  charity  fchool  for  the  indigent  children 
of  Ail  Saints,  and  a  dwelling  for  the  mailer,  built 
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1723 ;  all,  by  the  corporation,  to  whofe  pofleflion 
came  the  monaftery  and  the  adjacent  grounds  be- 
longing  to  it,  after  the  diflblution  of  the  order.  The 
furgeon's  fine  hall,  and  two  of  the  public  hoTpitals, 
ftand  on  part  of  the  ground  where  were  the  gardens 
of  the  monaftery.  Of  all  which  we  intend  giving  an 
account  in  their  proper  place. 

PRIORY  or  ST.  MICHAEL  DE  WALL-KNOLL, 
Styled,  Of  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Trinity. 

We  hare  already  obfervedjthat  the  Carmelites,*  or 
White -Friars,  upon  their  arrival  in  Monkchefter  or 
Newcaftle,  had  a  fituation  granted  them  upon  Wall- 
Knoll,  where  they^founded  a  monaftery,  which,  in 
proceis  of  time,  was  found  inadequate  for  their  ac- 
commodation, as  the  members  of  their  order  had  pro-. 
digioufly  increafed«  They  therefore  deferted  this 
fituation,  and  choCe  one  large  and  fpacious,  near  the 
Poftem-gate,  in  Weftgate^ftreet- 

Thc  brethren  of  St  Michael  4e  WoII-KnoU,  were 
alfo  termed  Trinitarians  or  Maturines,  ftyled.  Of  the 
Holy  Trinity,  for  the  redemption  of  captives  j  and 
were  brought  into  England  A.  D.  1224. 

Their  rule  was  that  of  St.  Auftin,  with  fome  pecu- 
liar conftitutions.  And  inilead  of  difguifing  them- 
felves  with  black  or  grey  gowns,  cloaks,  cowls,  &c. 
like  the  fpirit  of  their  truly  laudable  inftitution,  they 
were  attired  in  white  robes,  with  a  red  and  blue  crofs 
upon  their  breafts. 

Their  revenues,  which  foon  became  ample,  were 
divided  into  three  parts  :  the  firft  was  for  their  own 
maintenance ;  the  fecond  for  that  of  the  poor  ;  and 
the  third    for  th«  redemption  of  chriilians   taken 
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captives  by  the  Turks,  Algferines,  and  otlier  barba- 
rous  infidels ;  amongft  whom  it  was  accounted,  iii 
thefe  dark  ages,  tneritorious  to  torture  fuch  chtirtians 
as  fell  into  their  hands,  with  every  dreadful  fpecic's  of 
cruelty. 

There  were  ten  or  twelve  houfes  of  this  humane 
and  benevolent  order,  in  England  arid  tVales. 

The  following  Angular  circtimftance  will  he^  us 
to  difcover  the  foundation  charter  of  this  houfe. 
The  celebrated  Leland  in  his  Itinerary,  tells  iis  **  that 
there  was  a  houfe  in  Bar^yke,  ordinis  S.  Trinkatis, 
of  fh^  order  of  the  Holy  Trinity :  But  Antony 
Beke,  byfhope  of  Durefme  (DarKam)  deftfo>ed  it, 
(the  more  ihamc  to  a  biihbp!)  an^then  one  Williaiuf 
Wakcfelde,  maftcr  of  the  houfe  in  Barwyke,  at  the 
defacing  of  it  came  t6  NeWcaftle,  and  by  aid  of  Gtil. 
and  Laurence  A6ton,  bVethrene,  both  mercha^nts  of 
Newcaftell,  bailded  within  th6  town  of  Ncwcaftell,  a 
houfe  of  the  religion  of  $.  Tririitatis,  where  Wakc- 
felde himfelf  was  firft  matter."  Lelanil's  hinen 
Vol.  8.  Accordingly,  we  find  the  foundation  charter 
of  this  houfe  is  dated  the  Wednefday  before  Pente* 
coft  A.  D,  1 366.  It  was  confirmed  by  the  bifhop  of 
Durham,  (furely  not  Antony  BekeJ  Oftober  2, 1361, 
zttd  by  the  dean  and  chapter  there,  April  20,  1363, 

The  founder  was  the  generous  William  de  Aft  on, 
burgefs  of  Newcaftle.  This  houfe  Was  dedicated  to 
St.  Michael ;  and  the  place  where  it  flood,  from  its 
elevated  fituation,  was  called  St  Michael's  Mount. 

William  de  Wakefelde  was  very  defervedly  ap- 
pointed the  firft  warden.  The  fociety  were  to  coniift 
of  three  chaplains  of  this  order ;  one  whereof  was  to 
be  the  warden  j   and  three  poor  and  infirm  pcrfons, 
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afid  three  ^lerk^  to  teach  fchool  srnd  inftrud  iii  the 
cha^^t  of  the  houfe. 

Thteir  foorcds'  of  fuppoft  were,  a  tetteihent  Which 
belonged  to  Hagt  de  Haldenby,  t^o  cellars  oppofitti 
id  tldle-cfofs,  at  piece  of  groufid  neat  the  town-Wall^ 
d  icht  of  thirty-three  fliillitigs  atird  fourpence  (worth 
fifty  pounds  now)  from  a  houfe  near  Lorkburh  ^  a 
te'tft  of  fifty-'feven  ffrillings  and  fourp*nee,  from  a 
tihtiWerit  iii  Fldhcr-rawe !  aitd  another  6t  t^n  IhiU 
Krigi,  frotii  a  tenement  oppofite  Cale-crofe :  all  givetf 
hf  the  truly  hertevoleht  fotfrider,  good  William  de 
AAoTit  mfratikdlincfighey  free  ahns-gift. 

Th<5  ixiaftet  bf  St.  Robert'^  (another  ifiRitution  of 
tli€  fitoe  ofrder,  at  Knai^elbutgB,  in  Yoifkftiire)  wai 
^ppofn^ed  vifitor,  ttx  vifit  them  annually;  about  Tri- 
nity Sunday ;  on  which  occaiion,  the  mafter  of  St; 
KGehad  W^j  to  prefent  him  with  a  fiorfe-load  of  fillip 
ittd  defray  the'  expetices  of  his  journey.  Failing  him, 
the  mayoV  and  feififfs  of  Newcaffle  Were  to  hi  hii 
vifitors.  Three  bedsf  \frere  alfo  to  be  kept  prepared 
(ox  atcicferital  gucfts. 

King  Edward  III.  1361,  granted  a  licence  of  fxiort^ 
main,  to  enaHe  William  de  Adon  to  found  the  hof^ 
pital  of  St.  Trinity  anew,  arid  it  affign  property  to  it^ 
to  the  value  of  fix  pounds  three  fhilKngs  and  four- 
jpen^e  ;  all  in  I^ewcaftle,  in  part  of  their  fapport,  and 
for  the  maintefianfce  of  their  fucceffors,  for  ever. 
To  obtain  which  licence,  the  good  Wiliiam  de  A^oh 
]^^id  to  the  king  ^  fine  of  twenty  pounds. 

"if  he  fame  king  Edward  III.  1370,  granted  a  licence 
of  mortmain  to  Thomas  Beiitele,  chaplain,  to  enable 
him  to  aflign  a  certain  void  place,  and  thirteen  (hiU 
Tings  and  fourif)enc6  of  rent  in  Newcaftle,  to  William 
de  Waktffelde,  keeper  or  warden,  and  miriiftcr  of  the 
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Holy  Trinity,  for  the  redemptioti  of  captives,  of  the 
Wall-Knoll  there,  and  the  brethren  of  that  houfe,  in 
aid  of  the  fupport  Qf  a  chaplain,  to  perform  divine 
fervice  for  the  fouls  of  Thomas  and  William  Thorold, 
their  fathers^  mothers,  and  anceftors ;  and  aU  the 
faithful  departed,  daily,  in  St.  Nicholas'  church,  in 
that  town. 

Richard  II.  1394,  granted  a  licence  of  mortmain  to 
John  de  Bamburgh,  chaplain,  and  John  de  Refhani, 
of  Newcaftle,  to  empower  them  to  grant  three  mef- 
Aiages,  fourteen  cottages,  one  toft,  three  gardens,  and 
thirteen  fhiJlings  of  rent,  in  that  town,  held  of  the 
king  in  free  burgage,  and  by  Agnes  de  Rippon,  for 
ber  life,  to  fupport  for  ever  certain  charges,  accordhig 
to  the  ordering  of  the  faid  John  and  John,  on  this 
behalf. 

Richard  II.  1397,  granted  a  licence  to  John  Gaudea 
and  Robert  de  Alnewyk,  chaplains,  to  enable  them 
to  aflign  a  mefluage,  with  its  appurtenances,  in  New- 
caftle, held  in  burgage  of  the  king,  to  the  mafter 
and  brethren  of  this  hofpital,  in  aid  of  their  fupport 
for  ever. 

And  the  excellent  Roger  de  Thornton  (never  want- 
ing in  a  good  adion)  bequeathed  two  fothers  of  lca4 
to  the  reparation  of  their  houfe. 

Other  patent  grants  of  tenements  in  Gallewey- 
croft,  in  Shelde-felde,  and  Byker,  were  made  to  this 
humane  inftitution. 

We  hope  our  candid  readers  will  excufe  us  for 
once,  and  for  the  lad  time  too,  in  being  circumftan- 
tial  in  the  detail  of  the  origin,  intention,  and  means 
of  fupport,  for  ages,  of  this  truly  excellent  and  highly 
laudable  foundation ;  nor  do  we  find  a  fingle  charge 
againft  any  of  the  order,  one  frail  brother  excepted ; 

he 
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he  was  convi&ed  of  improper  intercourfe  with  one 
married  and  one  unmarried  woman.  His  name  was 
John  Felle ;  and  probably,  next  to  the  avarice  of 
Henry  VIII.  was  the  caufe  of  the  total  diflblution  of 
the  order. 

It  furrendered  on  the  loth  of  January,  1539,  and 
was  finaUy  dilToIved,  and  all  its  valuable  lands,  gar- 
dens, mefluages,  &c.  were  vefted  in  the  corporation, 
in  whofe  poffeffion  they  ftill  remain. 

Thus  we  have,  in  the  preceding  pages,  given  a  fuc- 
cin<^  account  of  the  ancient  Roman  wall,  which  ran 
through  Newcaftle;  and,  by  its  ftrength,  and  the 
fecurity  which  it  prefented  to  an  enterprifing  people, 
laid  the  foundation  of  all  the  fubfequent  grandeur 
and  increafing  wealth,  of  this  vaft  mart  of  domeftic 
and  foreign  trade  and  commerce  with  moft  civilized 
nations  of  the  world.  We  have  briefly  delineated  its 
walls,  towers,  and  gates,  by  which  it  fet  at  defiance, 
for  ages,  hoftile  invafion ;  and,  by  the  valour  of  its 
wardours  and  townfmen,  fecured  domeftic  property 
and  undifturbed  repofe. 

But  we  have  been  defignedly  more  particular  in 
defcribing  the  numerous  religious  foundations,  monaf- 
teries,  and  convents,  with  which  this  town  abounded 
for  centuries,  probably  more  than  any  other  town 
or  city,  of  its  extent,  in  the  kingdom.  The  ame- 
nity of  its  fituation  drew  numbers  of  religious  from 
all  parts ;  the  ftrong  and  formidable  walls,  nigh  which 
all  the  monafteries  were  built,  preferved  them,  in 
genera],  in  fecurity  ;  and  the  fuavity  of  manners,  and 
hofpitality  of  difpofition,  peculiar  to  the  people  of 
Newcaftle  to  this  day,  retained  and  engaged  them. 

But  about  the  13th  and  14th  centuries  there  arole 
a  general  difcontent  in  the  minds  of  thoughtful  and 
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m.te^ig.ent  men^  yvhen  they  pbferved  jt^e  vices  of  tl^c 
fecr:ed  order  burft  forth,  without  difguife  or  reftraint. 
Germany  and  Frsince  called  alou^  fpr  refbraiati^iy ; 
bvit  tjfe  papal  eaj  was  dc^f  to  th^cif  tpo  w^  %,n4ed 
remonftrances ;  while  fire  and  faggot  was  i^e  ,thre^- 
tene4  r.ewajrd  pf  thp.ir  ?iudacity  an4  ipfplejice :  and 
the  fl^ipep  of  John  jHufs,  aqd  Jeronje  of  Pr^i^ue^  were 
kindled,  a?  ^  dreadf^^il  caution  tp  aj;i  fucb,  Jet  jjjc^^r 
condition  of  life  be  eyer  fo  exalted,  as  ftipuld  dare  to 
call  in  .quelUon,  eyen  the  moft  glarijjg  a^id  the  ^oft 
flagitious  x:oudu<a  pf  ,the  ,clericaj  orders.'    Jbis  v^plei;it 
procedure  of  the  p^p.al  cpurt  precipit.ate,4  tjtie  over- 
throw of  its  power  jm  ma^y  of  the  pioft  enjighte,ne4, 
as  well  as  warlike,  nations  of  Europe ;  while  the  corj- 
tei^ipt  with  .which  .tt>e  centum  gravamma  (the  huij- 
djacd  gr^eyaaces)  of  the  German?,  and  the  loud  cpna- 
ptlaintjBpf  other  ^atio;i5,  were  treated,  together  vit> 
Ijiie  crviel  deaths  infli.fted  on  the  be.ft  of  jnen,  by  bar- 
I^aro^us,  blopdy,  clerical  batchers,  excited  .the  indig- 
nation pf  aU  t^e  confiderate  and  yir,tupvs  ,in  Chriljten- 
dom.     Nor  were  the  cars  of  P.r^tpns  inat,tentiv|e  to 
rthe  powerful  call  for  a  reform  in  the  \yhole  fyftem  of 
xeligicp,  aij.d  p^;:ticul^rly  in  the  lives  ^nd  depo^ment 
of  its  Jte^che^,  :fp  ofefl^ye  and  criminal  in  tUf  eyes 
^die  wojrjd.    T,h.e  cry  was  pajrtic,ijd.arly  loud  sigainft 
:^e  paqa^ic  Qrde/s,  of  both  Xexes.    Orders,  for  whojfi 
^exiftenjce  thf^e  j^  neither  the  lc;aft  vcftige  of  ^9im4,s|- 
fiw  W  fecred  writ,  x^f  4q  t^y  deriye  any  x;p^^- 
Xi^ance  f^om  ceaibi^  ,or  the  conllitvition  .pf  Jtuin?aq  ijia- 
jture  :  while  the  celebate  vow,  and  yt^tural  reft^j^uts 
j^on  the  innocent  p^penflties  of  mankind,  incite^ 
thefe  xeclufes  Xo  pra<3tice^  foiil  find  flagitio.us;  by  the 
4tfQ^  4rteft?^ble  gravti^ficatipi^.    Byt,  while  the  Ger- 
jjoitf^  xefipn^x^nts  obta^)e;4  Xl^ir  reli^pu^  liberty  at 
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the  point  of  the  fword,  Providence  employed  a  new 
and  very  unexpedfed  mode  of  fecuring  this  celeftial 
bleffing  to  Britain ;  and  this  was  by  over-ruling  the 
luft,  and  direding  the  fiery  paffions  of  that  ftern 
and  furious  tyrant,  Henry  VIII.  againft  that  op- 
preffive  power,  of  whofe  faith  he  gloried  in  being 
tbe  defender.  Meantime  the  fpiritual  and  temporal 
tyrants  were  both  too  proud  to  make  the  fmalleft  re- 
ciprocal conceffion  :  the  one  entrenched  in  his  bulls 
and  anathemas;  the  other  in  his  powerful  armies 
and  well-appointed  fl;;ets.  Nor  did  Henry  ima- 
gine that  he  could  give  a  more  effeflual  blow  either 
to  the  pontifical  pride,  the  infatiable  avarice,  or  the 
boundlefs  luxuries  of  bis  haughty  rival,  than,  by 
one  bold  ftroke,  to  overthrow  the  monafteries,  nun- 
neries, and  cloifters,  in  his  whole  dominions;  and 
this  the  royal  barbarian  immediately  put  in  execu- 
tion, quartering  alive,  in  their  own  convents,  any 
who  dared  to  make  the  fmalleft  rcfiftance.  But  to 
vindicate,  to  the  furrounding  and  aftoniftied  nations, 
in  fomc  meafure,  the  violence,  or,  as  he  alledged, 
the  propriety  of  his  procedure,  he  caufed  to  be  pub- 
lifbed  to  the  world  fuch  a  lift  of  crimes,  that  were 
difcovered  (as  has  already  been  obferved)  in  thefe 
man/hns  of  fanSlity^  as  filled  all  men  with  horror. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  the  monks  and  nuns  were  ex- 
pelled ;  the  monafteries,  containing  treafures  of  pro- 
digious value,  were  plundered  ;  and,  to  confummate 
the  cataftrophe,  the  abbeys  were  ftripped  of  their 
lands,  containing  at  leaft  one-fourth  part  of  the 
faireft  and  moft  fertile  domains  of  the  kingdom,  which 
were  annexed  to  the  crown,  or  reftored  to  ancient 
and  illuftrious  families,  reduced  to  indigence  by  the 
art  and  addrefs  of  their  tyrannical  confeflbrs. 
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Nor  did  the  monafteries,  priories,  and  nunneries  of 
Newcaftle,  numerous  and  rich  as  they  were,  efcape 
the  rapacity  of  the  royal,  rough  reformer ;  and  what 
had  employed  the  unremitting  energy  and  the  pro- 
foundeft  addrefs  of  that  powerful  body,  the  clergy, 
to  rear  and  maintain,  was,  as  if  by  a  fudden  political 
explofion,  in  a  moment  laid  in  ruins.     The  devotee, 
and  the  votary  of  clerical  power,  join  in  execrating 
the  arm   that  dealt  the  deadly  blow.     Even  Mr. 
Brand,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Newcaftle,  defcribing  the 
ruinated  condition  of  the  once  ftately  monaftery  of 
the  Black  Friars,  obferves :  '•  The  weft  window  of 
the  chapel,  now  partly  built  up,  ftill  difcovers  it  to 
have  been  a  moft  elegant  defign,  and  beautiful  exe- 
cution.    The  whole  pile  has  ftill  a  monaftic  appear- 
ance, and  affords  a  mournful  inftance  of  the  viciffi- 
tude  of  all  human  things.     Once  the  recefs  of  a  re- 
fpeftable  order  of  religious,  who  were  the  fole  patrons 
and  pofTefibrs  of  the  learning  of  their  times,  it  is  now 
tenanted  by  ignorant  old  women :  fome  of  it  h  con* 
verted  into  ftabling,  and  its  out-offices  are  appropri- 
ated to  the  feeding  of  hogs." — Brand's  Hijl,  vol.  i. 
p.  134 — Note. 

Upon  which  paiTage,  the  ingenious  Reviewers 
apoftrophize  with  too  much  truth :-— "  As  to  the 
learning  and  theological  knowledge,  which  the  re- 
verend author  aflerts  were  monopolized  by  thefe 
ghoftly  tenants  of  cloifters,  and  the  deftrudion  of 
which  he  feems  fo  pathetically  to  lament,  we  have  a 
wretched  fpecimen,  as  quoted  by  himfelf,  in  the 
doughty  difpute  among  the  doctors  of  St.  Andrew's, 
whether  the  Pater  Nojter  (the  Lord's  Prayer)  Ihoijld 
be  addreffed  to  the  faints,  or  not ;  or,  if  it  fhouldi 
with  what  degree  of  devotion  ought  it  to  be  ad- 
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drefled  ;~whether  to  God,  primario  (firftly),  and  to 
the  faints,  fecundario  (fecondly)  ;— to  God,  princU 
paliter  (principally),  to  the  faints,  minus  principalis 
ter  (lefs  principally).  What  a  fund  of  theological 
learning,  loft  I  gone,  forever ! '  As  to  thefe  halls  of 
grey  renown  being  tenanted  now  by  "  ignorant  old 
women,"  they  add  :  "  Yet  there  is  not  an  old  wo- 
man there,  that  is  fo  ignorant  ^as  not  to  know  that 
God  Almighty  is  alone  the  objed  of  worfhip.  That 
the  venerable  pile  is  inhabited  by  decayed  tradefmen 
and  mechanics,  who  have  virtuoufly  fpent  the  vi* 
gour  of  their  days  in  bufinefles  ufeful  to  fociety,  and 
have  fitted  up  decent  rooms  in  thefe  defolated  man- 
fions,  as  calm  retreats  in  their  evening  of  life,  is  pro- 
bably ferving  an  equally  valuable  purpofe,  as  when, 
in  the  former  times  of  their  fplendor  and  affluence,  a 
black  fwarm  of  lazy  drones  of  monks  rioted  there  in 
ignorance,  luxury,  and  vice  I" 

Thus  we  have  attempted  an  account  oi  things  that 
are  now  no  more.  It  is  proper,  then,  to  proceed  in 
the  profecution  of  our  plan,  by  giving  a  delineation 
of  things  that  now  exijl.  Previous,  however,  to  our 
entering  upon  the  more  confequential  fubjeds  of  our 
hiftory,  it  will  be  proper  to  prefent  our  readers  with 
a  diftinft  account  of  the  ftreets,  lanes,  &c.  which 
communicate  with  the  principal  ftreets,  and  like  wife 
fomc  of  the  new  buildings  that  are  more  particularly 
worthy  of  notice. 

We  have  already  made  fome  remarks  on  Weft- 
gatc-ftreet ;  near  the  head  of  which,  to  the  right,  is 
a  beautiful  new  fquare,  called  Charlotte-fquare,  fpa- 
cious  and  airy,  and  containing  many  elegant  houfes, 
poffeffed  by  opulent  and  faftiionable  inhabitants.  It 
was  built  by  Mr.  Newton,  architedt,  who  likewife 
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built  St.  Anne*8  chapel  and  the  New  Affembly 
Kooms,  and  who  died  very  lately. 

From  a  divifion  of  Weftgate-ftrcet,  fronting  the 
Affembly  Rooms,  the  (hort  ftreet  next  that  beauti- 
ful building  is  called  Fenkle-ftreet ;  from  which,  to 
the  right,  is  a  pretty  long  winding  ftreet,  called 
Shod-Friar-chare,  from  its  vicinity  to  the  Blacks 
Friars'  monaftery,  whofe  fraternity  wore  fhoes,  as 
thofe  of  the  Grey-Friars  went  bare-footed.  But  it  is 
now  ufually  called  Low- Friar-chare,  in  contradif- 
tinftion  to  the  upper,  or  High-Friar-chare,  near 
Newgate. 

In  this  ftreet,  which  contains  feveral  valuable  tan* 
neries,  the  property  of  Alderman  Yielder,  &c.  is 
an  edifice  worthy  of  a  particular  and  minute  do* 
fcription;  we  mean  the  public  difpenfary  for  the 
relief  of  indigent  patients  at  their  own  houfes.  In« 
oculation,  not  only  gratis  for  the  operation,  but 
attended  with  a  gratuity,  (no  where  elfe  granted, 
we  believe)  to  enable  the  relations  to  attend  the  pa«- 
tients  till  they  recover.  We  are  prevented,  how« 
ever,  by  our  plan,  from  gratifying  our  readers  with 
a  full  account  of  this  truly  excellent  and  humane 
inftitution^  till  we  come  to  that  material  divifion  of 
our  work,  Charitable  Foundations^  l^c. 

In  coming  down  Weftgate- ftreet,  by  the  weft  end 
of  St.  John's  church,  there  is  a  fmall  but  clean  ftreet^ 
called  St  JohnVlane,  inhabited  moftly  by  private- 
perfons.  It  communicates  with  the  Bigg-market, 
near  the  Nun- gate. 

Further  down,  ftill  on  the  left,  we  come  to  Pud* 
ding-chare.  It  ought  to  be  named,  fays  Bourne, 
Budding- chare ;  and  that  formerly  there  was  a  cba«. 
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titable  inftitution  here  for  the  poor»  but  it  has  bng 
been  eraxed.  This  ftreet  has  nothing  to  recomxhend 
it  to  notice,  being  in  general  unfightly,  dark,  and 
dirty.  It  communicates  with  St.  John's  church-yard, 
or  rather  with  a  foot-way,  railed  off  at  the  end  of  it, 
called,  from  its  vicinity  to  a  large  repofitory  of  the 
dead,  '*  Graves-end-walk,**  by  another  fmall  ftreet, 
called  Rofemary-lane. 

But  our  attention  is  here  arretted  by  feeing  in  this 
pleafant  recefs  the  front  of  the  Lying-in  Hofpital  for 
poor  married  woman  ;  and,  to  complete  the  benevo- 
lent eflablifhment,  an  additional  charity  was  inftU 
tuted  in  1761  for  poor  lying-in  women  at  their  own 
habitations,  in  Newcaftle  and  Gatefhead.  When 
we  come  to  defcribe  the  public  charitable  in(tita« 
lions,  we  (hall,  with  particular  iatisfa&ion,  give  a 
full  detail  of  this  truly  laudable  one.  Pudding- 
chare  joins  the  head  of  Groat-market-ftreet. 

Further  down,  on  the  fame  fide,  is  a  chare,  or  lane, 
called  Benton-chare ;  and  leads  by  a  ft  rait  line  to 
the  weft  end  of  St.  Nicholas*  church.  It  is  narrow, 
but  the  houfes  on  each  fide  are  not  high,  and  there- 
fore it  is  light,  and  handfomely  paved  with  flag-ftones. 
It  is  almoft  one  continued  ihop  of  fruits,  of  the  moft 
uieful  and  pleafant  kinds.- 

On  the  fame  fide  of  the  ftreet,  further  down,  we 
come  to  a  fhort  wide  ftreet,  called  Back-Row.  It 
leads  from  the  foot  of  Weftgate,  weftward,  to  the 
Poftern  in  the  town  wall  called  White-Friar-gate, 
The  Poftern-ftreet  contains  nothing  particular,  ex- 
cept a  neat  chapel,  which  has  lately  been  ere<^ed  for 
the  diflenters  formerly  in  conneftion  with  the  late 
countefs  of  Huntingdon,  of  which  an  account  will  be 

given  under  the  head  oi  churches  arid  chapels.  Next 
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the  gate»  by  the  right  hand,  is  a  row  of  mod  delight- 
ful houfes,  near  to  the  town-wall,  but  quite  overlook- 
ing it,  and  commanding  a  charming  profpeft  towards 
Ravenfworth-caftle,  Windmill-hills,  &c.  It  is  called 
(not  improperly)  Paradife-row.  It  extends  weftward 
to  a  fine  open  green  area,  belonging  to  the  Spital, 
and  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  fcholars  of  the 
Royal  Grammar-fchooly  as  a  place  of  amufement  in 
the  intervals  of  learning. 

B^ick-row  extends  eaftward  to  the  gate  of  the  caftle, 
(not  mis-called)  the  Black-gate.  It  was,  in  old 
times,  named  the  Gallow-gate ;  as  prifoners  found 
guilty  are  brought  from  the  county  prifon,  in  the  old 
caftle,  by  this  ftreet,  in  their  way  to  the  gallows,  with- 
out Weftgate. 

Next  to  the  Back-row  is  Bayly-gate,  or  Bailiff-gate. 
It  leads  towards  the  caftle,  into  which  it  has  anciently 
conduded  by  a  poftern-gate.  Bourne  fays,  that  it 
obtained  this  name  from  the  felons  of  the  county  of 
Northumberland  coming  along  this  ftreet,  attended 
by  the  county  bailiffs.  It  is  not  altogether  impro- 
bable that  this  might  have  been  the  occafion  of  fa 
naming  it ;  as,  in  thofe  days  of  turbulence  and  dif- 
fention,  it  would  require  a  little  hoft  of  bailiffs,  well 
armed,  to  guard  and  convey  half  a  fcore  of  thofe  fons 
of  violence  to  the .  frightful  place  of  confinement  in 
the  caftle.  Dr.  Robertfon,  in  his  admirable  Hiftory 
of  Scotland,  tells  us,  that  in  the  days  of  the  unfortu- 
nate, beautiful  Mary,  when  regent  Murray  went  on 
a  judiciary  progrefs  towards  the  borders,  in  order  to 
rid  the  country  of  marauders,  he  was  attended  by 
an  army  of  ten  thoufand  men,  with  all  the  Iheriffs, 
and  their  refpedive  attendants,  of  the  different  coun- 
ties through  which  he  paffed. 

But 
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But  Mr,  Brand  is  not  pleafed  with  this  derivation, 
and  fajs,  that  it  plainly  had  its  name  from  the  Bal- 
lium  of  the  caftle.  It  is,  however,  of  little  or  no 
confequence,  what  was  its  true  etymon.   ^ 

The  eaft  end  of  this  ftreet  is  interfered  by  the 
paflage  from  the  defcent  into  the  Clofe,  called  Long- 
ftairs,  which,  from  thence  to  the  eaft  end  of  the  Back- 
row,  is  at  prefent  called  Queen-ftreet.  There  is  a 
communication  between  the  head  of  Long-ftairs  and 
Caftle-ftairs,  called <^ank-fide,  and  a  ftill  (horter  by  a 
fubterraneous  or  arched  paflage  called  Sheep-Head* 
alley. 

The  names  of  thefe  places  feem  uncouth  and  con- 
temptible to  the  modern  and  poliihed  inhabitants  of 
Newcaftle:  but  in  former  times;  when  the  caftl«. 
with  its  ftrong  environs,  commanded  and  defended 
the  town,  they  were  then  of  great  confequence. 

From  the  fouth-  wefl  corner  of  Bailiff-gate  to  the 
Tuthill-ftairs,  at  the  foot  of  Weftgate-ftreet,  is  a  beau-  ' 
tiful  termination  of  it  by  fpacious  and  fplendid  houfes, 
)¥hich  have  the  name  of  Clavering-place ;  furpafled 
ftill  by  thofe  on  the  oppofite  fide,  in  point.of  regula- 
rity and  fituation,  called  Hanover- fquare.  No  part 
in  or  about  Newcaftle  excels,  or  indeed  equals,  the 
charming  profped  which  thefe  delightful  abodes  com- 
mand, from  the  vicinity  of  White-Friar  tower,  of  the 
river,  Whickham,  Ax  well  Park-houfe,  -&c. 

Nearly  at  the  end  of  Pudding-chare,  the  ftreet 

called  Bigg,  or  Oat-market,  branches  out  into  three 

divifions.     That  next  to  Weftgate-ftreet  is  called  the 

Meal  or  Groat-market ;  that  next  to  it  is  named  the 

Middle -ftreet;  and  that  next  to  Fiigrim-ftreet,  the 

Flefli-market. 

The 
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The  fiigg-market  was  ib  named,  not  for  its  fpacious 
extent  of  area,  which  indeed  is  yery  large,  but  from 
a  kind  of  grain  called  bigg  being  fold  here. 

Meal- market,  or  Oatmeal-market,  was  fo  named 
as  being  the  daily  market  for  that  commodity.  It 
was  called  alfo  Groat-market,  from  this  article  being 
fold  here.  Thefe  neceffaries  of  life  are  not  now  con- 
fined to  any  particular  ftreet,  but  may  be  had  in  the 
flour-ihops  in  every  quarter  of  die  town.  What 
name  it  had  formerly,  fays  Mr.  Beome,  I  know  not, 
but  this  is  certain,  that  it  hat  retained  its  prefent 
name  of  the  Groat-market  above  two  hundred  years. 
It  contains  many  fliops  for  hardware,  linen  and 
woollen-drapers,  bookfellers,  &c.  It  has  long  beeii 
known  as  the  ftreet  where  houfehold  furniture  of  all 
kinds  may  at  any  time  be  purchafed.  Here  alfo  were 
the  Old  Afiembly  Rooms,  which  are  now  appropri- 
ated to  the  ufe  of  the  Literary  and  I4iilofophical  So- 
ciety, as  a  place  of  meeting,  and  a  repofitory  for 
their  valuable  and  extenfive  library,  inftruments,  na- 
tural curiofities,  &c. — A  particular  account  of  thtt 
will  be  given  when  we  come  to  defcribe  the  other 
public  inftitutions. 

The  Middle-ftreet  is  fo  called  from  being  between 
the  Groat-market  and  the  Flelh-market.  It  has  no- 
thing ftriking  in  its  appearance.  It  had  formerly 
three  names;  the  upper  part  was  called  Skinner-* 
gate,  the  lower  parts  Spurrier-gate  and  Sadler-gate. 
It  is  a  place  where  all  forts  of  artificers  have  their 
(hops  andhoufes. 

Between  the  foot  of  this  ftreet  and  the  Groat-mar- 
ket, is  the  Wool-market,  kept  for  that  commodity 
every  Saturday. 

The 
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The  Flelh-market  is  on  the  north-eaft  fide,  next  to 
Pilgrinuftreet.  It  is  large  and  broad  at  the  bottom, 
but  it  gradually  narrows  towa^rds  the  High-Bridge, 
where  it  terminates.  As  it  is  a  place  of  great  confe* 
quence,  we  will  be  the  more  particular  in  our  defcrip- 
tion  of  it. 

Grey  tells  us  us,  "  that  when  the  good  men  of  this 
town  began  to  trade,  and  venture  abroad  beyond  the 
feas,  they  built  many  ihips,  and  procured  a  charter 
from  the  kings  of  England,  to  carry  felt  beyond  feas, 
and  to  bring  in  foreign  commodities.  The  ftaple 
was  then  at  Antwerp,  in  Brabant,  called  Commune 
totius  Europa  Emporium^  The  common  Emporium  of 
all  Europe*  The  charter  of  the  Merchant  Adven- 
turers in  Newcaftle  was  the  firft  charter  that  was 
granted  by  any  king  to  any  town.    . 

**  After  this  grant,  this  town  flourilhed  in  trading, 
.built  many  fair  houfes  in  the  Flefh -market,  then 
called  the  Cloth-market.  The  merchants  had  their 
(hops  and  warehoufes  in  the  back  part  of  their 
.houfes.  The  river  Tyne  flowed  and  ebbed  here, 
and  boats  came  up  with  commodities;  which  trade 
continued  many  years. 

"  In  this  ftreet,  the  mayors,  (before  the  manfion- 
houfe  was  erected)  aldermen,  and  richeft  men  of  the 
town,  lived.'* 

Part  of  the  prefent  Flefli-markct  was  called  the 
Cloth^market,  and  part  of  it  the  Fleih-market  and 
Filh-market.  This,  adds  Mr.  Bourne,  was  the  mar- 
ket for  the  fiQi  which  came  up  in  boats  to  the  Ne* 
ther-dean-bridge,  or  Low-bridge,  before  the  em- 
bankment of  the  Tyne,  by  the  large  and  commo- 
dious quay.  The  market  for  all  kinds  of  flefli-meat, 
held  here  every  Saturday,  is  probably  the  largeft 
and  bail  flored  iingle  market  of  any  in  the  kingdom. 
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A  ftranger  is  ftruck  with  furprife  when  he  views  the 
long  and  extended  rows  of  butchers'  ftalls,  loaded 
with  meat  of  the  richeft  and  moft  delicious  kinds ; 
the  mutton,  beef,  &c.  being  moftly  of  the  Scotch  or 
Northumberland  breed,  and  fattened  in  the  rich 
paftures  of  the  graziers  in  the  vicinity  of  Newcaftle, 
poffefs  a  flavour  unknown  in  the  more  fouthem 
counties.  But  we  will  fpeak  of  this  more  fully  af- 
terwards, when  defcribing  the  fupplies  and  provi- 
fions  of  Newcaftle,  fairs,  markets,  &c. 

At  the  foot  of  the  Flefh-market  ftood  the  Cord- 
wainers*  meeting-houfe,  which,  in  the  year  1789, 
was  pulled  down,  and  a  new  hall  for  the  meetings  of 
that  i^umerous  body,  as  alfo  a  leather-houfe,  were 
built  in  the  middle  of  the  High-bridge.  A  weigh- 
houfe,  conftrufted  of  wood,  for  afcertaining  difputed 
weight  of  butcher's  meat,  and  for  weighing  large 
joints,  is  fitted  up  on  the  fite  of  the  former  Cord- 
wainers*  Hall. 

On  the  upper  or  north  end  of  the  Flefh-markef  if 
the  High-bridge,  or  Upper-dean-bridge,  to  diftin- 
guifti  it  from  the  Nether,  or  Low-bridge,  and  con- 
dufts  from  the  foot  of  the  Bigg-market  to  Pilgrim- 
flreet.  It  had  this  name  of  High-bridge  from  its 
having  a  bridge  over  a  bourn  or  runner,  that  fiill 
flows  pad  the  Foft-oflice  and  under  J)ean-ftreet. 
The  arch  of  the  High-bridge  was  probably  level  with, 
the  ftreet ;  but  before  the  great  alteration  further 
down  the  dean,  the  banks  on  each  fide  of  the  boura 
were  of  a  great  afcent ;  fo  that  when  the  Roman 
wall  ran  over  this  ftream,  by  the  Low.bridge,  to  the 
eaft  end  of  St.  Nicholas'  church-yard,  that  commu- 
nication was  of  great  height,  and,  like  all  the  works 
of  that  mighty  people,  ftrongly  built. 
The  corporation  of  Newcaftle  built,  fome  yeara 

ago. 


i^efeBcaftle  upon  C^ne.  1^3 


ago,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  weft  end  of  this  ftreet, 
a  covered  place  for  a  market  for  poultry,  &c.  and 
another  adjoining  for  the  (ale  of  butter,  which  marr 
kets  are  held  here  accordingly  every  Saturday. 

During  the  prefent  war,  the  Poultry-market  has 
been  fitted  up  for  a  temporary  guard-houfe,  and  for 
hoife-artillery,  ftorcs,  &c.  while  the  eaft  extremity 
has  been,  during  the  fevere  months  of  two  winters 
paft,  converted  into  a  large  foup-kitchen,  where 
thoufands,  ready  to  perifh,  have  been  comfortably 
relieved.  Of  which  an  account  will  afterwards  be 
given. 

From  Nun-gate  we  come  along  a  large,  wide,  well- 
paved  ftreet,  with  many  handfome  houfes  on  both 
fides.  It  has  the  general  name  of  the  White  Crofs, 
from  a  crofs  of  that  name  placed  in  the  middle  of 
the  ftreet.    See  afterwards. 

Approaching  St.  Andrew's  church,  we  come  to 
Dam-crook.  The  buildings  are  moftly  tanneries, 
which,  however  ufeful  to  a  large  commercial  town, 
have  nothing  to  attnidt  the  attention  of  the  hiftorian. 
Acrofs  the  ftreet  is  a  little  runner,  arched  over, 
which  fixes  the  limits  of  liberty  to  walk,  by  debtors 
not  confined  to  clofe  prifon,  and  is  known  by  the 
name  of  Execution-Dock.*  All  this  vicinity  is 
named,  in  general,  Newgatc-ftreet-     Here  are  fome 

02  pleafant 


*  The  word  Dock,  or  Doke,  in  a  gloflary  of  the  Eflex  dialcft, 
fignifics  rivulet,  or  ruoner ;  which,  indeed,  is  extremely  proba- 
ble— It  is  remarkable,  that  the  abbey  or  palace  of  HoUyrooJ, 
in  Edinburgh,  and  the  adjacent  houfes,  have  for  ages  ferved  as 
an  afylum  for  Great  Villains,  felony  and  treafon  excepted ;  «n4 
when  once  the  fugitive  from  juftice  fteps  over  the  jMeyfirand^  he 
can  fct  at  defiance  all  the  peace-officers  in  Scodand.    Littli 
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pleaftnt  buildings,  particularly  in  Green-court,  &c. 
A  long  winding  ftreet,  with  very  few  houfes  on 
the  fouth  fide,  while  the  town  wall,  mouldering  into 
ruin,  prefents  its  defolations  on  the  north,  is  called 
High-Friar.ftreet,  and  leads  to  Pilgrim-ftreet  Gate. 

The  suburbs  or  NEWGATE. 

Without  Newgate,  over  which  is  the  town  prifon, 
to  the  left,  is  the  Itreet  called  Gallow-gate.  Its  ety- 
mology, if  not  very  high  founding,  is  of  eafy  deri- 
vation, it  being  the  road  by  which  raalefadlors  under 
the  jurifdiclion  of  Newcaftle  are  conduced  to  the 
gallows.  This  difmal  place,  where  the  fatal  tree 
Hands,  is  very  low,  and  is  named  the  Gallows^Hole* 
Adjacent  are  fome  wind-mills  belonging  to  Mr.  Dar- 
nell, of  large  conllrudion,.  for  grinding  corn. 

The  Gallow-gate  has  nothing  to  recommend  it, 
either  for  its  name  to  pleafe  the  ear,  or  its  houfes  to 
pleafe  the  eye. 

To  the  honour,  however,  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Newcaftle,  there  are  fewer  culprits  pafs  this  lament, 
able  road,  to  receive  the  legal  reward  of  their  crimes, 
than  probably  in  any  town  in  England  of  its  fizc 
and  numerous  employments. 

At  the  top  of  this  ftreet  is  a  lane,  which  brings  us 
clofe  almoft  by  the  walls,  to  the  great  military  road 
that  leads  to  Carlifle. 

The  fuburbs,  both  of  New-gate  and  of  Pilgrim- gate. 
Grey  informs  us,  were  ruined  in  the  civil  wars,  or,  as 

Mr. 

Rogues,  who  cannot  pay  for  lodgings  in  the  privileged  rpjal 
xefidence,  muil  fuffer  iznprifonment. 

<<  Small  rogues  hang)  that  greater  ones  may  dine.'' — Popk. 
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Mr,  Brand  terms  it,  the  grand  rebellion.by  the  Scots .• 
—When  that  nation  refented  the  encroachments  on 
their  religious  liberties,  and  were  invited  to  join  their 
forces  with  their  brethren  on  the  feuth  of  the  Tweed, 
who  were  equally  jealous  of  the  infringements  made 
upon  their  civil  liberties,  it  was  little  wonder  that 
Ncwcaftle,  which  zealoufly  ftood  by  the  royal  caufe, 
fuffered  in  the  mighty  conflid :  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  befieging  army,  finding  refiftance  from  Sir 
John  Marley,  the  mayor,  and  a  powerful  party,  de- 
ftroyed  the  fuburbs,  in  order  that  their  battering  can- 
non might  play  upon  the  walls  with  more  effeft. 

To  the  right-hand,  without  Newgate,  is  a  ftreet, 
called  formerly  Sidgate,  now  Percy-ftreet,  that,  how- 
ever contemptible  in  Mr.  Bourne's  time,  bids  fair,  by 
recent  improvements,  to  become  one  of  the  moft 
faihionable  parts  of  the  town.  The  fine  and  produc- 
tive gardens  and  nurferies  of  the  late  Mr.  Michael 
Callender  have  been  converted  into  areas  for  building 
by  his  fon ;  and  already  a  new  ftreet  runs  up  from 
Percy-ftreet  to  Strawberry-lane.  Building,  all  along 
a  lane  called  Blindman's-lane,  goes  rapidly  forward. 
On  the  left  hand  of  Percy  ftreet,  a  little  higiier  up, 
was  formerly  a  burying-place  for  diflenters.  In  this 
ground  feveral  eminent  and  worthy  clergymen  of 
that  denomination,  and  many  other  refpedable  cha- 
raders,  lie  interred.  It  is  rather  curious  to  be 
informed  by  Mr.  Brand,  that  he  read  a  public  regif. 

tcr 

*  But  let  us  hear  who  was  the  real  deftroyer  of  the  fuburbs  of 
Ncwcaftle.  Wallis  fays,  that  when  General  Leflic  commanded 
the  Scots,  who  were,  in  1643,  befieging  Newcadle,  the  Marquis 
of  Newcaftley  then  governor  for  the  king,  burnt  down  one  hun-» 
dred  hottfes  in  the  fuburbs. 
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tcr  in  St.  Andrew's  church  veftry,  intimating,  that 
there  was  a  burying- place  in  Sidgate  of  the  "  quigs/* 
(whigs.)  And  to  this  day,  diffenters,  in  many  parts  of 

Northumberland,  are  termed  whigs the  higheii; 

title  of  honour,  as  Lord  North  faid  in  Parliament, 
that  can  be  beftowed  on  a  Briron,  and  he  boafted 
that  he  was  lincerely  a  whig  himfelf. 

In  Percy.ftreet  are  many  elegant  houfes,  with  plea* 
£int  gardtns  towards  the  Leafowes.  The  ftreet  is 
vide  and  airy ;  the  fituation,  all  the  way  to  the  Bar- 
Y8s* bridge,  is  exceedingly  delightful  and  healthy. 
This  bridge,  over  a  ileep  dean,  was  formerly  nar- 
row, ilUbuilt,  and  in  dark  nights  dangerous  to  paflen- 
gers,  efpecially  on  horfeback.  Of  late  it  has  been 
widened  about  double  its  former  extent,  with  a  flag- 
ged foot-way  on  each  fide,  and  is  now  made  exceed- 
ingly convenient. 

In  turning  to  the  right  hand  from  the  north  end 
of  Fercy-ftreet  we  enter  the  town  again  by  the  long- 
ed, lighteft,  and  mod  elegant  ftreet  in  Newca(Ue.    It 
is  in  general  called  Filgrim-ftreet,  from  the  number 
of  pilgrims    who    took  up  their  refidence  in  this 
ilreet,  on  their  road  to  perform  their  devotions  at  Jef- 
niond,  that  is,  Jefus*  Mount.     Immediately  upon  our 
entering  into  this  ftreet,  on  the  left,  there  is  a  band- 
fome  lane,  called  Vine-lane,  with  a  few  agreeable 
houfes;  but  pafling  down  into  what  is  called  the 
Sean,  or  Fandon-dean,  we  literally  have,  what  Mr. 
Bourne  vvifhed,  to  this  retired  vale,  a  fmall  ftream, 
with  a  pleafant  walk ;  for  this  long  winding  hollow 
piece  of  ground,  which  was  wafte  and  wild,  covered 
with  brambles  and  thorns,  is  now  totally  converted, 
by  the  hand  of  induftry,  into  a  vaft  number  of  plea- 
fant though  fmall  gardens,   for  the  recreation  of 

many 
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manjofthe  induftrious  tradefmen  of  Nevvrcaftle.  In 
a  fine  morning  of  May,  to  a  lover  of  retirement, 
few  walks  can  be  more  friendly  to  rational  refledion, 
than  that  of  Pandon-dean. 

From  the  top  of  Pilgrim-ftreet  to  Pilgrim-gate,  it 
is  named  Northumberland-ftreet ;  part  of  which  was 
called  Pedlar  or  Pethar-row^  from  its  being  built  by 
a  fuccefsful  man  of  bulinefs,  whofe  younger  days 
were  fpent  as  a  pedeftrian  merchant,  and  who,  get* 
ting  forward  in  life,  built  a  number  of  tbefe  pleafant 
houfes,  which  ftill  go  by  that  appellation,  with  fine 
fmall  gardens  adjoining.  Newcadle  does  not,  in 
any  of  its  ftreets,  prefent  more  elegant,  fpacious,  and 
finely  built  houfes,  than  are  to  be  found  in  this. 

The  late  Alderman  Hedley*s  houfe  generally  at- 
trads  the  attention  of  the  ftranger.  It  is  conftruded 
with  the  exadeft  fymmetry  of  defign,  and  having 
the  advantage  of  a  fpacious  ftreet  in  front,  has  a  fine 
cffcd.  Since  the  death  of  that  gentleman,  it  is  ge- 
nerally rented  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
troops  ftationed  in  Newcaftle,  who  finds  it  conveni- 
ent, as  they  commonly  parade  in  this  ftreeL  But  the 
pride  and  boaft  of  Northumberland-ftreet  is  Saville- 
row.  This  is  truly  a  range  of  grand  buildings.  It 
bad  its  name  from  the  late  amiable  and  excellent 
Sir  George  Saville,  who,  during  the  American  war, 
in  the  years  1776  and  1777,  refided  here  as  colonel 
•of  the  Beverly  Buffs,  He  endeared  himfelf  to  all 
ranks  of  people  in  this  country.  Indeed,  his  pa- 
triotifm  as  a  fenator,  his  talents  as  a  philofopher,  his 
humanity,  condefcenfion,  and  liberality  as  a  man, 
(while  his  ample  fortune  gave  full  fcope  to  the  exer- 
tion of  his  benevolence)  made  him  the  darling  of  the 
Tegiment  he  commanded,  and  the  objed  of  univerfal 

efteem ; 
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cfteem  ;  a  few  interefted  courtiers  excepted.  From 
this  illuftrious  charaAer  Saville-row  had  its  name. 
At  the  end  of  Saville-row  is  a  neat  little  place,  called 
Saville-court ;  and  adjoining  to  it  are  fome  hand- 
fome  buildings,  named  Queen.fquare,  of  which  only 
two  angles  are  yet  conftruded.  A  little  further 
down  Northumberland-ftreet,  on  the  fame  fide,  is 
Lifle-ftreet,  which  is  lefs  Ihowy  than  Saville-row,  but 
it  leads  to  a  number  of  fine  houfes,  and  one  kfier 
ftreet,  interfeding  it,  called  Princes-ftreet,  running 
into  Saville-row,  and  confiding  of  very  commodious 
dwellings.  At  the  foot  of  Northumberland-ftreet, 
near  to  Pilgrim-ftreet  Gate,  is  a  range  of  very  neat 
houfes,  which  bears  the  name  of  Northumberland- 
place,  and  diredly  on  the  oppofite  fide  is  Northum- 
berland-court, forming  a  paflage  into  the  grounds  be- 
hind. Many  of  the  houfes  in  Northumberland- 
ftreet,  cfpecially  thofe  on  the  caft  fide,  being  on  an 
elevated  fituation,  command  a  fine  profpeft  north- 
ward and  eaftward  ;  Shieldfield,  Byker,  Heaton-hall, 
and  places  adjacent,  with  part  of  the  county  of 
Durham,  being  in  full  view.  In  former  times,  they 
built  for  ftrength  and  fafety.  Hoftile  invafions,  ma- 
rauding free-booters,  and  mofs-troopers,  ceafing  now 
to  exift,  the  gentlemen  of  Newcaftle,  after  tranfaft- 
ing  bufinefs  for  thoufands,  retire  from  their  compt- 
ing-houfes  to  thofe  delightful  habitations,  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their  induftrious  aftivity, 
undifquieted,  amidfl;  their  fmiling,  happy  families. 

When  we  come  within  Pilgrim.ftreet  Gate,  to 
the  left  is  a  lane  that  leads  clofe  by  the^wall, 
which  here  is  nearly  entire,  to  the  field  called  Car« 
liol  Croft.  Through  this  extenfive  field  there  is  a 
walk,  prefeoting  a  profpeft  of  many  hanging  gar. 
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dens  on  the  right;  Tehile  from  the  walls  we  have  a 
truly  pifturcfqne  and  extenfive  view  almoft  in  all 
diredlions.  Faffing  the  large  brewery  (of  which  art 
account  will  be  given)  belonging  to  Graham  Clark, 
Efq.  a  gentleman  of  extenfive  concerns,  pofleffing 
great  talents  for  bufinefs,  and  to  whom  the  town  has 
been  as  much  indebted,  for  the  extenfion  of  its  fo- 
reign commerce  and  enterprizing  adventure,  as  to 
any  other  of  its  fpirited  men  of  trade  and  bufinefs, 
we  meet  with  nothing  Angular,  on  either  fide,  but 
one  continuation  of  fine,  elegant  houfes ;  all  on  the 
caft  fide  having  pleafant  and  extenfive  gardens,  flop- 
ing  down  to  the  runner  that  feparates  them  from 
Carliol- croft,  and  fenced  in  by  a  long  high  wall. 

But  the  glory  of  Pilgrim-ftreet,  and  indeed  of  New- 
caftle,  is  the  magnificent  houfe  belonging  to  the  late 
Sir  Walter  Blackett. 

This  noble  manfion  ftrikes  all  ftrangers,  at  firft 
fight.  It  was  built  on  the  ruins  of  the  Francifcaii 
rnonaftery ;  only  the  north  and  fouth  wings  were 
added  to  the  bo^y  of  the  fabric,  by  Sir  Wm.  Blackett, 
Bart.  Sir  Walter*s  grandfather. 

Grey  fays,  that  it  is  a  princely  houfe ;  and  "  indeed 
(adds  Bourne)  it  is  no  lefs  than  very  ftately  and  mag- 
nificent, being  fuppofed  the  mod  fo  of  any  houfe  in 
the  whole  kingdom,  within  a  walled  town.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  with  a  vaft  quantity  of  ground.  That  part 
of  it  which  faces  the  ftreet  is  thrown  into  walks  and 
grafs  plats,  beautified  with  images,  and  befet  with 
trees,  which  afford  a  pleafant  fhade.  The  ground  on 
the  w^eft  fide  is  a  garden,  exceedingly  neat,  adorned 
with  many  beautiful  ftatues,  and  other  curiofities." 
It  has  indeed  a  commanding  appearance ;  and  from 
the  fpacious  avenue  being,  as  Mr.  Bourne  fays,  ftiaded 
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cfteem  ;  a  few  interefted  courtiers  excepted.  From 
this  illuftrious  charaAer  Saville-row  had  its  name. 
At  the  end  of  Saville-row  is  a  neat  little  place,  called 
Saville-court ;  and  adjoining  to  it  are  fome  hand- 
fome  buildings,  named  Queen.fquare,  of  which  only 
two  angles  are  yet  conftruded.  A  little  further 
down  Northumberland-ftreet,  on  the  fame  fide,  is 
Lifle-ftreet,  which  is  lefs  Ihowy  than  Saville-row,  but 
it  leads  to  a  number  of  fine  houfes,  and  one  kfier 
ftreet,  interfeding  it,  called  Princes-ftreet,  running 
into  Saville-row,  and  confiding  of  very  commodious 
dwellings.  At  the  foot  of  Northumberland-ftrect, 
near  to  Pilgrim-ftreet  Gate,  is  a  range  of  very  neat 
houfes,  which  bears  the  name. of  Northumberland, 
place,  and  diredly  on  the  oppofite  fide  is  Northum- 
berland-court, forming  a  paflage  into  the  grounds  be- 
hind. Many  of  the  houfes  in  Northumberland- 
ftreet,  cfpecially  thofe  on  the  caft  fide,  being  on  an 
elevated  fituation,  command  a  fine  profpeft  north- 
ward and  eaftward  ;  Shieldfield,  Byker,  Heaton-hall, 
and  places  adjacent,  with  part  of  the  county  of 
Durham,  being  in  full  view.  In  former  times,  they 
built  for  ftrength  and  fafety.  Hoftile  invafions,  ma- 
rauding free-booters,  and  mofs-troopers,  ceafing  now 
to  exift,  the  gentlemen  of  Newcaftle,  after  tranfaft- 
ing  bufinefs  for  thoufands,  retire  from  their  compt- 
ing-houfes  to  thofe  delightful  habitations,  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their  induftrious  aftivity, 
undifquieted,  amidfl;  their  fmiling,  happy  families. 

When  we  come  within  Pilgrim-ftreet  Gate,  to 
the  left  is  a  lane  that  leads  clofe  by  the^wall, 
which  here  is  nearly  entire,  to  the  field  called  Car^ 
liol  Croft.  Through  this  extenfive  field  there  is  a 
walk,  prefeoting  a  profpeft  of  many  hanging  gar. 
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dens  on  the  right;  xehile  from  the  walls  we  have  a 
truly  piclafcfqne  and  extenlive  view  almoft  in  all 
diredlions.  Faffing  the  large  brewery  (of  which  an 
account  will  be  given)  belonging  to  Graham  Clark, 
Efq.  a  gentleman  of  extenfive  concerns,  pofleffing 
great  talents  for  bufinefs,  and  to  whom  the  town  has 
been  as  much  indebted,  for  the  extenfion  of  its  fo- 
reign commerce  and  enterprizing  adventure,  as  to 
any  other  of  its  fpirited  men  of  trade  and  bufinefs, 
we  meet  with  nothing  iingular,  on  either  fide,  but 
one  continuation  of  fine,  elegant  houfes ;  all  on  the 
caft  fide  having  pleafant  and  extenfive  gardens,  flop- 
ing  down  to  the  runner  that  feparates  them  from 
Carliol- croft,  and  fenced  in  by  a  long  high  wall. 

But  the  glory  of  Pilgrim-ftreet,  and  indeed  of  New- 
caftle,  is  the  magnificent  houfe  belonging  to  the  late 
Sir  Walter  Blackett. 

This  noble  manfion  ftrikes  all  ftrangers,  at  firft 
fight.  It  was  btiilt  on  the  ruins  of  the  Francifcau 
tnonaftery  ;  only  the  north  and  fouth  wings  were 
added  to  the  body  of  the  fabric,  by  Sir  Wm.  Blackett, 
Bart.  Sir  Walter's  grandfather. 

Grey  fays,  that  it  is  a  princely  houfe ;  and  "  indeed 
(adds  Bourne)  it  is  no  lefs  than  very  ftately  and  mag- 
nificent, being  fuppofed  the  moll  fo  of  any  houfe  in 
the  whole  kingdom,  within  a  walled  town.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  with  a  vaft  quantity  of  ground.  That  part 
of  k  which  faces  the  ftreet  is  thrown  into  walks  and 
grafs  plats,  beautified  with  images,  and  befet  with 
trees,  which  afford  a  pleafant  fhade.  The  ground  on 
the  weft  fide  is  a  garden,  exceedingly  neat,  adorned 
with  many  beautiful  ftatues,  and  other  curiofities." 
It  has  indeed  a  commanding  appearance ;  and  from 
the  fpacious  aveoue  being,  as  Mr.  Bourne  fays,  fliaded 
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cfteem  ;  a  few  interefted  courtiers  excepted.  From 
this  illuftrious  charaAer  Saville-row  had  its  name. 
At  the  end  of  Saville-row  is  a  neat  little  place,  called 
Saville-court ;  and  adjoining  to  it  are  fome  hand- 
fome  buildings,  named  Queen.fquare,  of  which  only 
two  angles  are  yet  conftruded.  A  little  further 
down  Northumberland-ftreet,  on  the  fame  fide,  is 
Lifle-ftreet,  which  is  lefs  Ihowy  than  Saville-row,  but 
it  leads  to  a  number  of  fine  houfes,  and  one  kfier 
ftreet,  interfeding  it,  called  Princes-ftreet,  running 
into  Saville-row,  and  confifting  of  very  commodious 
dwellings.  At  the  foot  of  Northumberland-ftreet, 
near  to  Pilgrim-ftreet  Gate,  is  a  range  of  very  neat 
houfes,  which  bears  the  name  of  Northumberland- 
place,  and  diredly  on  the  oppofite  fide  is  Northum- 
berland-court, forming  a  paflagc  into  the  grounds  be- 
hind. Many  of  the  houfes  in  Northumberland- 
ftreet,  cfpecially  thofe  on  the  caft  fide,  being  on  an 
elevated  fituation,  command  a  fine  profpeft  north- 
ward and  eaftward  ;  Shieldfield,  Byker,  Heaton-hall, 
and  places  adjacent,  with  part  of  the  county  of 
Durham,  being  in  full  view.  In  former  times,  they 
built  for  ftrength  and  fafety.  Hoftile  invafions,  ma- 
rauding free-booters,  and  mofs-troopers,  ceafing  now 
to  exift,  the  gentlemen  of  Newcaftle,  after  tranfaft- 
ing  bufinefs  for  thoufands,  retire  from  their  compt- 
ing-houfes  to  thofe  delightful  habitations,  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their  induftrious  aftivity, 
undifquieted,  amidft  their  fmiling,  happy  families. 

When  we  come  within  Pilgrim.ftreet  Gate,  to 
the  left  is  a  lane  that  leads  clofe  by  the^wall, 
which  here  is  nearly  entire,  to  the  field  called  Car- 
liol  Croft,  Through  this  extenfive  field  there  is  a 
walk,  prefenting  a  profpeft  of  many  hanging  gar. 

dens 


I5ctucaftle  upon  Cpne.  129 


dens  on  the  right;  xvhile  from  the  walls  we  have  a 
truly  pidtiifefque  and  extenfive  view  almoft  in  all 
diredlions.  Faffing  the  large  brewery  (of  which  an 
account  will  be  given)  belonging  to  Graham  Clark, 
Efq.  a  gentleman  of  extenfive  concerns,  poffeffing 
great  talents  for  bufinefs,  and  to  whom  the  town  has 
been  as  much  indebted,  for  the  extenfion  of  its  fo- 
reign commerce  and  enterprixing  adventure,  as  to 
any  other  of  its  fpirited  men  of  trade  and  bufinefs, 
we  meet  with  nothing  Angular,  on  either  fide,  but 
one  continuation  of  fine,  elegant  houfes  ;  all  on  the 
eaft  fide  having  pleafant  and  extenfive  gardens,  flop- 
ing  down  to  the  runner  that  feparates  them  from 
Carliol-croft,  and  fenced  in  by  a  long  high  wall. 

But  the  glory  of  Pilgrim-ftreet,  and  indeed  of  New- 
caflle,  is  the  magnificent  houfe  belonging  to  the  late 
Sir  Walter  Blackett. 

This  noble  manfion  ftrikes  all  ftrangers,  at  firft 
fight.  It  was  built  on  the  ruins  of  the  Francifcaii 
monaftery ;  only  the  north  and  fouth  wings  were 
added  to  the  bo^y  of  the  fabric,  by  Sir  Wm.  Blackett, 
Bart.  Sir  Walter's  grandfather. 

Grey  fays,  that  it  is  a  princely  houfe ;  and  "  indeed 
(adds  Bourne)  it  is  no  lefs  than  very  (lately  and  mag- 
nificent, being  fuppofed  the  mod  fo  of  any  houfe  in 
the  whole  kingdom,  within  a  walled  town.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  with  a  vaft  quantity  of  ground.  That  part 
of  it  which  faces  the  ftreet  is  thrown  into  walks  and 
grafs  plats,  beautified  with  images,  and  befet  with 
trees,  which  afford  a  pleafant  fhade.  The  ground  on 
the  weft  fide  is  a  garden,  exceedingly  neat,  adorned 
with  many  beautiful  ftatues,  and  other  curiofities." 
It  has  indeed  a  commanding  appearance;  and  from 
the  fpacious  avenue  being,  as  Mr.  Bourne  fays,  fiiaded 
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cfteem  ;  a  few  interefted  courtiers  excepted.  From 
this  illuftrious  charafter  Saville-row  had  its  name. 
At  the  end  of  Saville-row  is  a  neat  little  place,  called 
Saville-court ;  and  adjoining  to  it  are  fome  hand- 
feme  buildings,  named  Queen-fquare,  of  which  only 
two  angles  are  yet  conftruded.  A  little  further 
down  Northumberland-ftreet,  on  the  fame  fide,  is 
Lifle-ftreet,  which  is  lefs  (howy  than  Saville-row,  but 
it  leads  to  a  number  of  fine  houfes,  and  one  kfier 
ftreet,  interfering  it,  called  Princes-ftreet,  running 
into  Saville-row,  and  confifting  of  very  commodious 
dwellings.  At  the  foot  of  Northumberland-ftreet, 
near  to  Pilgrim-ftreet  Gate,  is  a  range  of  very  neat 
houfcs,  which  bears  the  name  of  Northumberland* 
place,  and  diredly  on  the  oppofite  fide  is  Northum- 
berland-court, forming  a  paflage  into  the  grounds  be- 
hind. Many  of  the  houfes  in  Northumberland- 
ftreet,  cfpecially  thofe  on  the  caft  fide,  being  on  an 
elevated  fituation,  command  a  fine  profpeft  north- 
ward and  eaftward  ;  Shieldfield,  Byker,  Heaton-hall, 
and  places  adjacent,  with  part  of  the  county  of 
Durham,  being  in  full  view.  In  former  times,  they 
built  for  ftrength  and  fafety.  Hoftile  invafions,  ma- 
rauding free-booters,  and  mofs-troopers,  ceafing  now 
to  exift,  the  gentlemen  of  Newcaftle,  after  tranfaft- 
ing  bufinefs  for  thoufands,  retire  from  their  compt- 
ing-houfes  to  thofe  delightful  habitations,  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their  induftrious  activity, 
undifquieted,  amidft  their  fmiling,  happy  families. 

When  we  come  within  Pilgrim.ftreet  Gate,  to 
the  left  is  a  lane  that  leads  clofe  by  the^wall, 
which  here  is  nearly  entire,  to  the  field  called  Car^ 
liol  Croft.  Through  this  extenfive  field  there  is  a. 
walk,  prefenting  a  profpe&  of  many  hanging  gar. 
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dens  on  the  right;  xvhile  from  the  walls  we  have  a 
truly  pidafefqtie  and  extenfive  view  almoft  in  all 
diredlions.  Faffing  the  large  brewery  (of  which  an 
Bcconnt  will  be  given)  belonging  to  Graham  Clark, 
Efq.  a  gentleman  of  extenfive  concerns,  poflcffing 
great  talents  for  bufinefs^  and  to  whom  the  town  has 
been  as  much  indebted,  for  the  extenfion  of  its  fo- 
reign commerce  and  enterprixing  adventure,  as  to 
any  other  of  its  fpirited  men  of  trade  and  bufinefs, 
we  meet  with  nothing  lingular,  on  either  fide,  but 
one  continuation  of  fine,  elegant  houfes  ;  all  on  the 
eaft  fide  having  pleafant  and  extenfive  gardens,  flop- 
ing  down  to  the  runner  that  feparates  them  from 
Carliol- croft,  and  fenced  in  by  a  long  high  wall. 

But  the  glory  of  Pilgrim-ftreet,  and  indeed  of  New- 
caftle,  is  the  magnificent  houfe  belonging  to  the  late 
Sir  Walter  Blackett. 

This  noble  manfion  ftrikes  all  ftrangets,  at  firft 
fight.  It  was  built  on  the  ruins  of  the  Francifcaa 
monaftery ;  only  the  north  and  fouth  wings  were 
added  to  the  bo^y  of  the  fabric,  by  Sir  Wm.  Blackett, 
Bart.  Sir  Walter's  grandfather. 

Grey  fays,  that  it  is  a  princely  houfe ;  and  "  indeed 
(adds  Bourne)  it  is  no  lefs  than  very  (lately  and  mag- 
nificent, being  fuppofed  the  mod  fo  of  any  houfe  in 
the  whole  kingdom,  within  a  walled  town.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  with  a  vaft  quantity  of  ground.  That  part 
of  it  which  faces  the  ftreet  is  thrown  into  walks  and 
grafs  plats,  beautified  with  images,  and  befet  with 
trees,  which  afford  a  pleafant  fhade.  The  ground  on 
the  weft  fide  is  a  garden,  exceedingly  neat,  adorned 
with  many  beautiful  ftatues,  and  other  curiofities.'* 
It  has  indeed  a  commanding  appearance;  and  from 
the  fpacious  avenue  being,  as  Mr.  Bourne  fays,  ihaded 
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cfteem  ;  a  few  interefted  courtiers  excepted.  From 
this  illuftrious  charader  Saville-row  had  its  name. 
At  the  end  of  Saville-row  is  a  neat  little  place,  called 
Saville- court ;  and  adjoining  to  it  are  fome  hand- 
fome  buildings,  named  Queen-fquare,  of  which  only 
two  angles  are  yet  conftruded.  A  little  further 
down  Northumberland-ftreet,  on  the  fame  fide,  is 
Lifle-ftreet,  which  is  lefs  (howy  than  Saville-row,  but 
it  leads  to  a  number  of  fine  houfes,  and  one  kiTer 
ftreet,  interfefting  it,  called  Princes-ftreet,  running 
into  Saville-row,  and  confiding  of  very  commodious 
dwellings.  At  the  foot  of  Northumberland-ftreet, 
near  to  Pilgrim-ftreet  Gate,  is  a  range  of  very  neat 
houfcs,  which  bears  the  name  of  Northumberland- 
place,  and  diredly  on  the  oppofite  fide  is  Northum- 
berland-court, forming  a  paflage  into  the  grounds  be- 
hind. Many  of  the  houfes  in  Northumberland- 
ftreet,  cfpecially  thofe  on  the  caft  fide,  being  on  an 
elevated  fituation,  command  a  fine  profpeft  north- 
ward and  eaftward  ;  Shieldfield,  Byker,  Heaton-hall, 
and  places  adjacent,  with  part  of  the  county  of 
Durham,  being  in  full  view.  In  former  times,  they 
built  for  ftrength  and  fafety.  Hoftile  invafions,  ma- 
rauding free-booters,  and  mofs-troopers,  ceafing  now 
to  exift,  the  gentlemen  of  Newcaftle,  after  tranfaft- 
ing  bufinefs  for  thoufands,  retire  from  their  compt- 
ing-houfes  to  thofe  delightful  habitations,  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their  induftrious  adlivity, 
undifquieted,  amidft  their  fmiling,  happy  families. 

When  we  come  within  Pilgrim.ftreet  Gate,  to 
the  left  is  a  lane  that  leads  clofe  by  the^wall, 
which  here  is  nearly  entire,  to  the  field  called  Car« 
liol  Crofc.  Through  this  extenfive  field  there  is  & 
walk,  prefenting  a  profpeA  of  many  hanging  gar-. 
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dens  on  the  right;  while  from  the  walls  we  have  a 
truly  pidarefque  and  extenfive  view  almoft  in  all 
ditedlions.  Faffing  the  large  brewery  (of  which  an 
account  will  be  given)  belonging  to  Graham  Clark, 
Efq.  a  gentleman  of  extenfive  concerns,  pofleffing 
great  talents  for  bufinefs,  and  to  whom  the  town  has 
been  as  much  indebted,  for  the  extenfion  of  its  fo- 
reign commerce  and  enterprixing  adventure,  as  to 
any  other  of  its  fpirited  men  of  trade  and  bufinefs, 
we  meet  with  nothing  Angular,  on  either  fide,  but 
one  continuation  of  fine,  elegant  houfes ;  all  on  the 
caft  fide  having  pleafant  and  extenfive  gardens,  flop- 
ing  down  to  the  runner  that  feparates  them  from 
Carliol-croft,  and  fenced  in  by  a  long  high  wall. 

But  the  glory  of  Pilgrim-ftreet,  and  indeed  of  New- 
caflle,  is  the  magnificent  houfe  belonging  to  the  late 
Sir  Walter  Blackett. 

This  noble  manfion  ftrikes  all  ftrangets,  at  firft 
fight.  It  was  built  on  the  ruins  of  the  Francifcaii 
Tnonaftery ;  only  the  north  and  fouth  wings  were 
added  to  the  body  of  the  fabric,  by  Sir  Wm.  Blackett, 
Bart.  Sir  Walter's  grandfather. 

Grey  fays,  that  it  is  a  princely  houfe ;  and  "  indeed 
(adds  Bourne)  it  is  no  lefs  than  very  (lately  and  mag- 
nificent, being  fuppofed  the  mod  fo  of  any  houfe  in 
the  whole  kingdom,  within  a  walled  town.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  with  a  vaft  quantity  of  ground.  That  part 
of  k  which  faces  the  ftreet  is  thrown  into  walks  and 
grafs  plats,  beautified  with  images,  and  befet  with 
trers,  which  afford  a  pleafant  fhade.  The  ground  on 
the  wefi:  fide  is  a  garden,  exceedingly  neat,  adorned 
with  many  beautiful  ftatues,  and  other  curiofuies.'* 
It  has  indeed  a  commanding  appearance;  and  from 
the  fpacious  avenue  being,  as  Mr.  Bourne  fays,  ihaded 
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with  trees,  it  was  ufually,  till  Sir 'Walter's  death,  cal- 
led The  Trees.  And,  *•  to  be  at  the  Trees/*  was  only 
another  term  for  indulging  in  the  higheft  ftile  of  ge- 
nial conviviality ;  for  Sir  Walter  was  truly  a  noble 
and  generous  landlord. 

This  fplendid,  hofpitable  manfion,  was  honoured 
with  a  gueft,  no  lefs  illuitrious  for  his  private  virtues, 
than  for  his  misfortunes.  The  reader  will  at  once 
anticipate  the  neceility  of  our  mentioning  Charles  I. 
Here  the  royal  prifoner  was  entertained,  and  kept,  at 
large  indeed,  but  ftridly  watched,  till  the  period  of 
his  being  delivered  up  to  the  army  of  the  parliament. 

As  Sir  Walter  Blackett  made  fuch  a  diftinguifhed 
figure  in  the  town  of  Newcaftle,  during  a  long  and 
adive  life,  let  us  deviate  a  moment  from  the  more 
immediate  fubjedl  of  our  hiftory,  to  delineate  the 
charafter  of  one  of  its  faireft  ornaments  and  moft  mu- 
nificent patrons. 

Walter  Cavcrley,  of  Caverley,  Efq.  was  fon  and 
heir  of  Sir  Walter  Caverley,  of  Caverley,  in  York- 
fliire,  Bart.  He  married  the  daughter  and  fole  heir- 
efs  of  Sir  William  Blackett,  Bart,  fon  to  the  fecond 
Sir  William  Blackett,  Burt,  of  Nevvcaftle  upon  Tyne, 
and  who  was  high  fheriff  of  Northumberland,  1689. 
By  this  alliance  he  came  to  a  large  fortune,  and  alio 
to  the  title  of  knighthood,  being  created  Sir  Walter 
Caverley  Blackett,  Bart,  anno  1729.  He  was  high 
flierifF  of  Northumberland  1732.  In  February  X734 
Sir  Walter  was  chofen  one  of  the  reprefentatives  in 
parliament  for  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne ;  which  high  ftation,  notwithftanding  feme  con- 
tefted  eleftions,  he  kept,  by  a  great  majority  of  votes, 
for  the  long  period  of  forty  years,  indeed  till  his  death* 

Although 
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Although  Sir  Walter  made  no  figure  in  the  houfe, 
as  an  orator,  yet  he  had  confiderable  influence  in  that 
illuftrious  body.  He  was  truly  independent.  But, 
during  the  reign  of  George  II.  when  whatever  feem- 
ed  to  deviate  in  the  fmalleft  degree  from  t1ie  interefts 
of  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  was  branded  with  the  name 
of  Toryifm  and  difafFeftion,  he  ftrenuoufly  fupported 
the  counter-party,  in  oppofition  to  the  minifter.  But, 
upon  the  demife  of  the  prince,  the  acceffion  of 
his  grandfon,  George  HI.  who  had  received  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  education  from  Lord  Bute,  and  along 
with  thefe,  impreflions  very  difterent  from  thole  of 
his  royal  grandfather,  caufed  a  mighty  change  in 
the  political  fyftem  of  Britain.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
from  that  period  Sir  Walter  Blackett  changed  fides, 
and  ever  after  remained  a  ftrenuous  fupporter  of  the 
court  party. 

But  if  Sir  Walter  did  not  Ihrne  as  a  fena- 
tor,  all  who  knew  him  will  readily  acknowledge, 
that  in  canvaifing  at  eledlions  he  was  unrivalled. 
His  fine  open  countenance,  and  courtly  deportment, 
his  afFability,  and,  if  report  does  not  miflead  us,  his 
liberal  manner  of  diftributing  wh^t  the  wifeft  of  men 
faid  commands  all  things,  his  ftridl  integrity  in  keep, 
ing  his  eledioneering  promifes,  had  great  weight 
with  electors  who  had  convenient  confciences.  Be- 
fides  which,  he  was,  on  thefe  occafions,  attended 
often  by  above  five  hundred  gentlemen,  tradefmen, 
&c.  fome  of  whom  had  weight  with  almoft  every 
freeman. 

This  powerful  combination  of  circumflances,  as 
Captain  Phipps,  his  rival,  obferved,  fet  all  competi- 
tion with  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  for  the  reprefentation 
of  Newcaftle,  at  defiance.    The  point  of  view,  how- 
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ever,  in  which  thi$  gentleman's  charader  fhone  with 
peculiar  luflre,  was  his^  almoft  unbounded  benevo- 
lence, difFuling  its  influence  in  public  and  private 
charities;  not,  like  Sir  Balaam,  in  ^^  giving  farthings 
to  the  poor. ^^  Sir  Walter's  charities  were  fubftantial, 
correlponding  to  the  exigencies  of  the  cafe.  The 
Infirmary,  Charity-fchools,  &c.  point  to  the  amiable 
character  from  whom  they  almoft.  all  had  their  exift- 
ence*  Hexham  too,  on  every  occafion,  felt  the  be- 
nign influence  of  his  generous  difpofition.  His  pri- 
vate charities,  uninfcribed  on  marble,  but  "  recorded 
elfe  where,"  were  unceafing;  and  what  Roger 
Thornton  was  in  ancient  times.  Sir  Walter  was  in 
ours :  both  were  fathers  to  the  fatherlefs  and  huf- 
bands  to  the  widows,  and  the  bleffing  of  them  who 
were  ready  to  perifli  came  upon  both  thefe  friends 
of  human  kind. — Ye  rich,  ye  great,  go  and  do  like* 
wife. 

On  the  death  of  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  as  he  left  no 
dircdi^  heirs,  his  ample  eftates  devolved  on  his 
relations ;  and  his  noble  dome,  long  the  abode  of 
fplendid  hofpitality,  was  publicly  fold.  It  was  pur- 
chafed  by  Mr  George  Anderfon,  and  npw  con- 
verted into  three  refpedlable  houfes. 

Further  down,  on  the  oppolite  fide  of  the  ftreet,  is 
a  lane,  or  ftreet,  called  Manor- chare,  which  prefents 
us  with  a  direft  view  of  the  noble  and  well-endowed 
charitable  inftitutions,  an  account  of  which  will 
be  given  in  their  proper  place.  By  a  large  gate 
is  an  entrance  to  Mr  William  Anderfon's  ware-, 
houfes,  where  goods  of  vaft  value,  both  from  London, 
Leeds,  &c.  fouthward,  and  alfo  from  the  great  com- 
mercial towns  of  GlafgoWy  Edinburgh,  &c.  aie  fafely 
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depofited.  and  forwarded  according  to  their  refpec- 
tive  diredions,  with  great  fidelity  and  attention. 

A  little  further  down  is  a  new  chapel  for  the  wor^- 
fhip  of  the  Methodifts  of  the  New  Itinerancy.  Se^ 
cburcbesy  13  c. 

This  ftreet  was  anciently,  fays  Bourne,  called  Cow« 
gate,  fo  named,  very  probably,  from  the  large  droves 
f£  cattle  palling  through  it  from  the  north  to  the 
fouth ;  for,  till  the  building  of  Mofley  and  Dean 
Streets,  all  carriages,  waggons,  &c.  to  avoid  the 
narrow  and  inconvenient  ftreet,  the  Side,  went  by 
Manor- chare,  Cowgate  and  the  Quay,  to  the  bridge. 

This  ftreet,  however  unimportant  it  is  now,  in  for- 
mer times  muft  have  been  of  great  confequence,  as 
it  was  the  boundary  or  divifion  between  the  two 
towns  of  Newcaftle,  properly  fo  called,  and  the  an- 
cient town  of  Pandon,  which  were  united  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  I.  anno.  1299. 

Whence  this  fmall  part  of  modern  Newcaftlc 
had  the  name  of  Pandon,  has  mightily  puzzled  anti- 
quarians. Mr  Bourne,  among  other  conjedlurers, 
fays,  that  it  had  this  name  from  one  of  the  gates  of 
Rome  named  Pandana,  becaufe  that  gate  flood  al- 
ways open.  Others,  adds  he,  will  have  its  derivation 
from  one  Pandara,  a  Scottifti  virgin  faint ;  but  for 
what  reafon  they  beft  know :  and  gravely  adds,  "  for 
my  part  I  never  faw  one  yet  I"  It  is  a  great  pity, 
that  this  witticifm  is  enveloped  in  ambiguity.  The 
difficulty  lies  here,  whether  the  good  man  thought  it 
impoflible  for  a  Scotch  virgin  to  be  a  faint,  or  a  faint 
to  be  a  Scotch  virgin.  Or  as  Home  Took  lately  ir\ 
parliament  told  of  a  reverend  gentleman,  the  chap- 
lain of  the  Magdalen,  who  informed  a  young  girl 
feeking  admifllon,  and  declaring  herfclf  a  maid  as 

her 
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her  mother  bore  her,  that  fhe  muft  firft  go  and  qua- 
Ufy*  before  (lie  could  be  admitted  ;  fo  the  reverend 
hiilorian  probably  meant,  that  a  Scotch  virgin  muft 
ceafe  to  be  one  before  fhe  can  become  a  faint.  But 
we  will  let  this  paffage  remain  as  we  found  it,  and 
refume  our  fubjed. 

At  the  head  of  Manor-chare,  but  a  little  lower 
down,  on  the  oppofite  fide,  is  what  is  called  Low- 
bridge,  or  Nether-dean-bridge.  It  was  formerly  a 
conveyance  to  St,  Nicholas'  church-yard,  over  the 
Dean.  The  bridge  was  ftrongly  cramped  with  iron, 
and  was  evidently  of  Roman  work,  as  the  wall  ex- 
tended at  this  place,  by  St.  Nicholas*  church-yard 

This  narrow  ftreet  confifts  principally  of  Ihopsfor  old 
cloaths,  &c. 

A  little  lower  down,  on  the  fame  fide,  the  Pain- 
ter-Hugh, or  Heugh,  by  a  fteep  defcent,  conduds  us 
to  nearly  the  foot  of  Dean-ftreet.  There  is  a  flight 
of  ftone  fteps  on  one  fide,  for  the  accommodation  of 
foot  paflengers.  Mr.  Bourne  derives  this  Angular 
name  from  painter^  a  rope  by  which  boats  are  moored 
or  made  faft ;  and  hugb,  or  heugh ^  a  fteep  hill  or  bank. 
This  indeed  may  have  been  the  occafion  of  this  com- 
pound name,  in  old  times ;  as  it  is  well  known  that, 
before  the  river  was  embanked  by  the  Quay,  and 
adjacent  buildings,  the  tide  flowed  up  the  Dean  to 
the  High -bridge. 

On  the  oppofite  fide,  lower  down,  is  Silver-ftreet, 
v/hich  leads  down  a  very  fteep  hill,  from  Pilgrim- 
ftreet  to  Panclon,  which  was  anciently  called  All- 
Hallow-gate ;  it  was  likewife  called  Temple-gate* 
No  doubt  it  had  thefe  names  from  its  vicinity  to  All- 
Saints'  church.  The  late  Mr.  Stokoe,  attorney,  who 
lived  in  Silver-ftreet,  had  a  title-deed,  in  which  it  is 
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there  called  "  Jew-gate,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  fame 
ftreet/'  It  is  probable  that  this  ftreet  was  called 
Jew-gate,  from  its  being  the  refidence  of  Jews,  in 
former  times :  and  dealing,  as  that  people  ftill  do,  in 
filver  ware,  or  plate,  gave  it  the  name  of  Silver-ftreet. 

At  the  very  fouthern  extremity  of  Pilgrim-ftrceti 
to  the  right  hand,  is  another  deep  ftreet,  called  the 
Dog-bank :  it  joins  Cow-gate,  which  runs  into  the 
Broad-chare.  Here  old  cloaths,  kitchen  uteniils, 
furniture,  &c.  are  fold. 

On  the  right  hand,  at  the  foot  of  Pilgrim-ftreet,  is 
the  Butcher-bank,  It  is  fo  named  from  numbers  of 
that  profeffion  dwelling  here,  and  having  their  ftalls 
and  flaughter-houfes  in  it.  There  is  a  daily  fiellu 
market  kept  in  this  place ;  which  is  found  neceflary, 
as  there  is  no  butcher«meat  fold  in  the  great  Flefh- 
market  but  on  Saturdays ;  and  from  the  number  and 
opulence  of  the  inhabitants,  the  demand  for  this  ne- 
ceffary  article  is  very  great. 

But  before  we  quit  defcribing  the  public  ftreets, 
and  procefed  to  the  ancient  town  of  Pandon,  and  its 
vicinity,  we,  with  high  fatisfadion,  come  to  delineate 
the  new  ones  of 

*     MOSLEY-STREET  and  DEAN^STREET. 

In  no  inftance  of  improvement,  in  this  increafing 
town,  have  the  magiftrates  been  more  fuccefsf  ul,  than 
in  this  alteration  made  on  the  public  paflages.  It  is. 
in  the  recolledion  of  almoft  every  one,  what  miferable 
communications  there  were,  in  former  times,  between 
Pilgrim-ftreet  and  the  Flefh-raarket.  The  alleys 
were  all  narrow,  dark,  and  terminated,  mid-way  be- 
tween thefe  two  principal  ftreets,  by  a  fteep,  fright^ 
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ful  dcfcent,  called  a  Dean,  a  receptacle  of  all  the 
filth,  butcher's  offals,  S^c.  of  the  neighbourhood; 
offenfivc  to  all  the  fenfes,  and  highly  injurious  to 
health,  efpecially  in  fummer,  when  the  air  was  charged 
with  the  putrid  effluvia  fteaming  from  this  fink  of 
fikhinefs ! 

For  above  forty  years  back,  (as  we  are  informed 
by  an  intelligent  friend)  the  magiftrates  had  it  m 
contemplation  to  remedy  this  intolerable  grievance, 
and  rid  the  town  of  fo  great  a  nuifance.  For  this 
purpofe,  they  made  feveral  purchafes  of  houfes, 
which  they  meant  to  pull  down,  and  form  a  com- 
^  munication  between  the  extremities  of  the  town, 
from  the  town-wall  above  Sandgate,  (which  they 
have  now  adJually  begun  in  that  quarter)  to  Weft- 
gate-ftrect.  The  execution  of  this  deiign  was  retarded 
by  the  unforefeen  cataftrophe  of  the  falling  of  the 
old  bridge  over  the  Tyne  j  and  urgent  neccflSty  re- 
quiring a  new  one,  near  thirty  thoufand  pounds  of 
the  public  revenue  were  expended  in  fitufhing  that 
extenllve  undertaking. 

However,  in  the  year  1789,  the  corporation  fet 
ferioufly  about  profecuting  the  intended  improve- 
ments. For  this  purpofe,  an  adt  of  parliament  was 
obtained*  The  defign  was  committed  to  Mr.  David 
Stephenfon,  architedl ;  who,  in  the  execution  of  it^ 
has  done  much  honour  to  bimfelf,  and  the  moft  fub- 
ftantial  fervice  to  the  public  at  large :  and  it  is  oa 
this  occaiiofv  we  take  an  opportunity  of  retarning 
that  gentleman  our  iincere  thanks  for  his  many  itW 
forming  communications,  with  which  we  mean  to 
enrich  our  work.  This  truly  excellent  improvement 
was  finiflied  to  the  higheft  ^€isifa£lion,  both  of  ftran* 
gets  and  of  the  ioliabitants. 

Thi^ 
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This  ftreet,  extending  from  Pilgrim- ftrect  to  the 
foot  of  the  Flefli-market,  is  handfome  and  well-built, 
of  great  width,  with  a  foot-way  of  flag-ftones  on  each 
fide,  which  perfectly  fecures  paflTengers  againft  dan- 
ger from  the  numerous  waggons,  coaches^  and  car« 
riages,  which  are  incelTantly  paffing  aqd  repailing. 

It  is  called  Mofley-ftreet  in  compliment  to  the  late 
very  worthy  alderman  of  that  name  ;  who,  though 
he  did  not  fhine  as  a  fpeaker,  in  the  magifterial  body, 
yet  having  an  ample  fortune,  and  no  diredt  heirs,  he 
advanced  large  fums  to  defray  the  expences  attend, 
ing  thefe  ufeful  works. 

On  both  fides  of  Moiley-ftreet,  is  one  continued  row 
of  elegant  (hops  and  warehoufes.  About  the  mid- 
die  of  the  north  fide  of  this  ftreet  is  a  neat  Theatre. 
Separated  from  it  by  a  large  area  fo;  the  conveni- 
encies  of  the  mail  coaches,  is  the  Foft-oifice.  See 
Public  Buildings. 

To  complete  the  defign^  the  Dean  was  arched 
over,  and  the  valley  filled  up,  upon  which  was 
formed  a  convenient  and  beautiful  ftreet,  wide,  airy, 
and  well  paved  with  a  broad  foot. way  of  fine  flag- 
(tones  on  each  fide.  What  a  transformation !  for* 
inerly  a  horrid,  vaft,  naufeous  hollow,  changed  as  by 
magic,  into  a  fair  row  of  ma  gnificent  houfes,  (hops, 
and  depofitaries  of  rich  and  valuable  commodities, 
the  productions  of  every  region  of  the  globe  I  "  All  is 
the  gift  of  induftry,'*  fays  the  Poet,  which  is  won- 
derfully realized  in  the  conftrudtion  of  thefe  two 
fireets. 

The  fouth-end,  or  foot  of  Dean-ftreet,  falls  into 
the  ftreet  called  the  Side.  It  is  fo  named  from  its  flop- 
iDg  fituation  down  from  the  caftle,  with  which  the 
upper  part  of  the  houfes  and  narrow  dark  lanes  are 
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joined  There  is  a  fteep  defcent  from  the  head  of 
the  Side  to  about  the  middle  of  it.  About  half-way 
down,  it  becomes  more  than  double  the  width  of  the 
higher  part.  There  was  a  poftern,  called  the  Eaft- 
ern-poftern  of  the  caftle,  that  communicated  by  a 
very  narrow  and  fteep  flight  of  fteps  with  the  Side,  a 
little  above  the  middle  of  that  ftreet.  It  is  vulgarly 
called  the  Dog-loup,  or  leap.  At  the  Foot  of  the 
Side  in  the  middle  of  the  ftreet,  is  Cale-crofs,  Sec 
Public  Buildings. 

From  the  foot  of  Dean-ftreet,  to  the  foot  of  the 
Butcher-bank,  the  Side  is  large  and  extenfive, 
abounding  with  (hops,  warehoufes,  compting-houfes, 
&c,  it  is  one  of  the  moft  public  ftreets  of  the 
town. 

At  the  lower  end  of  Manor-chare,  there  is  a  large 
area,  nigh  to  which,  fays  Bourne,  was  a  place  called 
the  Ifland  in  former  times,  and  in  times  of  that  hifto- 
rian  it  was   called  Alvey*s  Ifland,  from  the  proprie- 
tor's name,  Alvey.     It  was  fo  named,  becaufe  upon 
the  return  of  the  tide,  which  regularly  flowed  here, 
it    left   a  hill  of  fand   which  it    firft   furrounded, 
and  then  overflowed.      The  fifti-market   was  held 
here,  and  the  gate  adjoining  was  called  Fifliergate. 
Before    the    alterations  made   about  Stock-bridge, 
there  were  feveral  ftreets,  which  do  not  now  exift ;  par- 
ticularly one  named  Crofs- well-gate.     It  is  reported, 
fays  Bourne,  that  the  dwelling-houfe  of  the  famous 
Roger   Thornton    was    between  Stock-bridge   and 
Blyth's  Nook.   And  incredible  as  it  may  appear,  that» 
incomparably  the  greateft  man  in  Newcaftle  (hould 
live  in  fuch  an  obfcure  fpot,  yet  he  feems  to  prove 
the  fad,  by  obferving  that  in  his  own  days,  Lord 
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Scarborough,  into  whofe  family  the  grand  daughter 
of  Roger  Thornton  was  married,  drew  annual  rents 
from  many  houfes  nigh  Stock-bridge. 

Nor  is  it  impoilible ;  Auguftus,  emperor  of  the 
worlds  never  would  change  the  iimple  and  moderate 
houfe,  in  which  he  dwelt  many  years,  nor  ever  wore 
a  toga,  or  gown,  but  what  his  emprcfs  Livia  fpun 
with  her  own  hands. 

The  ftreets,  all  about  this  obfcure  part  of  the  town, 
arc  narrow,  winding,  ill  paved,  and  dirty :  they  are 
however  conftantly,  though  flowly,  improving. 

A  ftreet  which  winds  up  an  high  hill,  from  the  an- 
cient Fiflier-gate,  dill  retains  the  name  of  Wall-knoll, 
which  it  no  doubt  derived  from  the  circumftance  of 
the  Roman  wall  having  gone  over  the  top  of  it. 

The  suburbs  or  PANDON. 

Without  where  the  gate  formerly  was,  to  the  left, 
we  turn  into  what  is  called  Pandon-Dean.  A  new 
ftreet  is  fait  building,  and  many  neat  houfes  are 
erefted  here.  Some  have  fuppofed,  that  it  is  intend- 
ed to  run  this  row  of  houfes  up  the  Dean,  and  join 
another  new  floping  ftreet  from  the  eaft  end  of  Sa- 
ville-row.  Time  will  difcover  whether  or  no  this 
was  ever  ferioufly  intended. 

Straight  forward,  without  Pandon-gate,  we  afcend 
by  a  pretty  fteep  ftreet,  towards  Shield-field.  It  is 
indifferently  called  Pandon-bank  and  Pandon-caufe- 
way.  It  is  quite  built,  on  the  left,  from  the  fite  of 
the  old  gate  to  the  very  top  of  the  bank.  The  houfes 
are  airy  and  pleafant.  The  buildings  on  this  fide  are 
terminated  by  an  elegant  houfe,  juft  finiflied,  the 
property  of  Mr.  Head.    The  eaft  fide  is  confined  by 
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a  high  brick  wall,  inclofing  an  extenlive  garden,  at 
the  top  of  which  is  a  large  and  commodious  houfe,  all 
belonging  to  Mr.  Middleton  Hewitfon.  Adjacent  to 
this  are  a  number  of  beautiful  houfes,  forming  two- 
thirds  of  a  fquare,  named  Wilkinfon's  Buildings  ;  the 
property  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Wilkinfon,  joiner 
and  cabinet-maker,  and  one  of  the  many  fuccefsful 
tradefmen  of  this  town. 

This  place  is,  in  general,  called  Conduit-head,  from 
the  water  being  conveyed  by  pipes  to  fupply  the 
pants  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  town,  from  a  ciftern 
in  a  garden  at  this  place. 

Dircdlly  north,  by  a  paved  way,  we  come  to  Shield- 
field.  Thefe  houfes  are  the  property  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Lawton,  Mr.  Page,  and  othei*  gentlemen ; 
and  form  the  moll  pleafant  and  airy  retreat  for  men 

of  bufinefs,  of  any  in  the  vicinity  of  Newcaftle. 

They  command  a  mod  extenfive  and  entertaining 
profpedl,  and  have  beautiful  gardens  adjoining.  Whj 
it  obtained  the  name  of  Shield-field  will  be  given  in 
the  Hiftory  of  events. 

The  suburbs  of  SANDGATE. 

The  town- wall,  from  Sand-gate  to  the  Carpenter's 
Tower,  has  been  very  high  and  ftrong ;  which  may 
have  been  the  reafon,  fas  Bourne  fays,)  why  the  fu- 
burbs  or  houfes  without  the  walls,  in  this  part  of  the 
town,  fuffered  lefs  by  the  fury  of  the  civil  wars  than 
the  other  buildmgs  adjacent  to  the  walls. 

Sandgate-ftreet  has  its  name  from  its  fituation  on 
the  fand  by  the  river's  fide.  It  feems  to  be  of  no 
great  antiquity  -  as  we  find,  in  an  accurate  plan  of 
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Newcaftle,  taken  by  Speed,  i6io,  no  appearance  of 
houfes  or  buildings  of  any  kind  on  the  fite  of  Sand* 
gate.  As  the  town-wall  did  not  extend  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  as  the  river,  before  its  being  embanked  by 
the  quay  would  overflow  thefe  places,  it  would,  of 
confequence,  be  an  improper  fituation. 

Juft  without  the  gate  is  a  large  area,  called  the 
Milk-market,  where  great  quantities  of  that  neceflary 
of  life  are  daily  fold,  On  Saturdays  the  whole  ftreet 
is  covered,  and  the  town.wall  hung  with  old  clothes, 
boots,  fhoes,  inc.  for  fale.  Here  reapers  are  hired  for 
the  harveft,  as  alfo  at  the  Barras-bridge ;  frequently 
on  Sundays,  to  the  offence  of  fome  of  the  ferious ; 
while  others,  equally  well  difpofed,  contend,  that  eVen 
the  reaping  and  gathering  in  of  the  harveft  ought  not 
on  any  day  to  be  prevented. 

Here  alfo  is  a  daily  Butcher-market,  for  the  accom, 
modation  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  lower  parts  of  the 
town,  which  is  very  well  fupplied  with  that  article  ; 
for  this  purpofe,  fome  covered  ftalls  were  ereded,  a 
few  years  ago,  contiguous  to  the  town* wall. 

Sandgate-flreet,  which  contains  many  thoufand 
ibuls,  is  more  crowded  with  inhabitants  than  any 
other  plac6,  either  within  or  without  the  walls  of  the 
town.  The  lanes  run  from  the  ftreet,  on  the  right, 
down  to  the  river ;  and  on  the  left,  up,  by  a  very 
fteep  afcent,  to  what  is  called  the  Garth-heads,  and 
Sandgate  New  road.  They  are  dark,  narrow,  ill- 
paved,  and  noifome.  And  in  winter,  as  there  are  no 
lamps  in  Sandgate,  nothing  can  be  more  difagreeable 
than  pa/Cng  through  this  dark  ftreet,  often  ankle* 
deep  in  mud  and  filth  at  every  ftep. 

A  runner  of  water,  called  anciently,  the  Swirle,  at 
prcfent,  vulgarly,  the  Squirrel,  divides  Sandgate,  near 
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the  iniddle,  from  St.  Anne's,  which,  in  appearance,  is 
only  a  continuation  of  the  fame  ftreet. 

On  the  Garth-heads,  above  Sandgate,  are  two 
mecting-houfes  for  Diffenters,  and  the  Keelmen's 
Hofpital. — See  churches^  chapels^  and  public  buildirifgs. 

Sandgate  is  principally  inhabited  by  thofe  who 
work  in  keels  or  lighters,  of  which  clafs  there  are 
feveral  thoufands  on  the  river  Tyne.  They  are  a 
hardy  and  laborious  race  of  men ;  and  as  they  live 
almoft  entirely  upon  flelh-meat  and  flour,  of  the  bell 
kinds,  which  the  ftrong  exertions  in  their  employ- 
ment require,  they  pofTefs  a  combination  of  nervous 
and  mufcular  ftrength  not  to  be  found  in  any  other 
clafs  of  men.  Their  children  generally  follow  the 
fame  employment  during  their  younger  years,  then 
go  to  fea ;  and  when  a  war  breaks  out,  thefe  hardy 
and  bold  failors,  who  had  the  firft  rudiments  of  fea. 
manihip  in  a  coal- keel,  form  the  pride  and  ftrength  of 
the  Britifti  navy. 

They  have  been  generally  reprefented  as  turbulent 
and  mutinous.  Dr.  Smollet,  in  the  continuation  of 
bis  hiftory  of  England,  when  defcribing  the  unhappy 
riot  which  took  place  at  Hexham,  refpe<fling  the  mode 
of  lotting  for  men,  adds,  **  and  the  mob,  from  the 
lenity  of  the  officers,  acquiring  additional  infolence, 
and  being  reinforced  by  a  Jlrong  body  (^ dej^erate 
keelmen  from  Newcqftle^  became  infuiferably  outrage- 
ous," &c.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  dodlor  dignified  with 
the  title  of  hiftory  fuch  an  ill. founded  and  indifcru 
minate  flander  upon  fuch  an  ufeful  and,  in  general, 
peaceable,  body  of  men  ;  as,  upon  enquiry,  in  that 
vaft  mob  of  country  people,  there  was  not  a  fingle 
kcelman  among  them.  It  is  true,  they  have  a  noify, 
blunt,  rough  manner  of  exprefling  themfelves ;  and» 
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from  the  praftice  of  hailing  one  another  on  the  river, 
efpecially  in  the  night  tides,  they  are  loud  and  voci- 
ferous, but  perfeftly  inofFenfive  ;  and  they  fcorn  to 
fhew  what  they  think  incivility  or  rudenefs  to  any 
perfon.  As  they  are  the  ftrength  and  finews  of  the 
coal  trade,  rich  and  poor  in  Newcaftle,  in  general, 
refpeft  the  keel  men. 

But  a  circumftance  which  reflefts  particular  ho- 
nour upon  this  valuable  body,  is,  that  although  they 
confift  of  many  thoufands,  yet  amidft  all  thefe,  in  the 
courfe  of  many  years,  a  convidled  felon  among  keel- 
men  is  unknown.  And  what  is  equally  pleafing,  is, 
that  they  are  daily  lofing  that  ferocity  and  favage 
roughnefs,  by  which  they  were  charadlerized  not 
many  years  ago.  Scarcely  a  day,  and  chiefly  a  Sun- 
day, palled,  but  feveral  bloody  duels  happened,  de- 
cided by  the  fills  of  the  fierce  and  hardy  combatants  ; 
now,  a  battle  among  them  is  feldom  or  never  feen. 
This  amelioration  of  their  morals  may  be  owing  to 
two  powerful  caufes.  The  firft  is  a  change  in  their 
religious  deportment.  The  great  encreafe  of  diflen- 
ters,  particularly  of  methodifts,  has  had  influence 
with  many  keelmen  to  join  in  their  focieties.  The 
other  caufe  of  this  happy  change,  is  owing  to  the  ex- 
cellent regulations  obferved  in  their  boxes,  or  benefit 
focieties.  By  thefe,  to  fl:rike  or  ill-treat  a  brother, 
cither  with  the  hand  or  tongue,  is  a  fine ;  to  fwear  a 
profane  oath  makes  them  hable  to  a  fine;  to  profane 
the  Lord's  day,  or  get  drunk,  is  a  fine  ;  to  fteal,  or 
commit  any  ad  of  injuftice,  is  expulfion.  Thefe, 
and  fuch  other  rules,  which  they  rigoroufly  put  in 
pradice,  have  totally  changed  the  whole  civil  and 
religious  condu<9:  of  the  keelmen  of  Newcaftle.  We 
have  been  the  more  circumftantial  in  our  delineation 
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of  this  laborious  clafs,  as  the  keelmen  form  a  Very 
confequential  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  vaft  mart 
of  trade,  of  which  the  coal  trade  is  the  foul  and 
fpring  of  every  other  branch  of  bufinefs. 

This  ufeful  body  of  men  appear  fo  far  back  as  the 
year  1539,  to  have  been  a  conftituted  fraternity. 
They  are  there  termed,  in  a  decree  of  the  Star-cham-* 
ber,  "  The  craft  of  keelmen."  In  the  year  1556 
they  appear  to  have  been  an  independent  fociety. 

In  the  year  1649,  they  occur  as  petitioning  the 
hoflmen  to  provide  them  with  a  chapel  for  worfhip, 
and  a  minifter.  Religion  was  then  the  fafliion  of  the 
times. 

The  number  of  gentlemen's  carriages,  as  well 
as  carriages  for  the  various  branches  of  trade  and 
bufinefs,  rapidly  encreafing  in  Newcaftle  and  its  vU 
cinity,  and  as  the  paflage  through  Sandgate  was  ex-» 
tremely  inconvenient  and  hazardous,  a  new  road,  in 
the  year  1776,  for  carriages  leading  pall  the  keeU 
men's  hofpital,  and  behind  the  ftreets  of  Sandgate, 
and  St.  Ann's,  towards  the  north,  was  made  by  the 
commii&oners  and  truftees  of  the  turnpike  road  lead« 
ing  from  Newcaftle  to  North  Shields,  having  obtain* 
ed,  as  appears  from  the  common- council  books,  a 
leafe  of  the  ground  neceffary  for  that  purpofe,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  one  fhilling,  from  the  mayor  and  bur* 
gefies  of  Newcaftle.  This  improvement  has  been 
attended  with  the  heft  eflfeds ;  as  the  parents  of 
numberlefs  children,  with  which  Sandgate  fwarms, 
were  in  continual  terror  of  their  being  run  down  and 
cruftied  to  death,  by  the  carriages  conftantly  driving 
through  that  ftreet.  Befides  the  fpeed  of  ftage 
coaches,  private  carriages,  &c.  is  greatly  accelerated 
without  dread  or  interruption. 
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The  delightful  and  airy  fituation  of  the  New- 
Road  has  induced  many  genteel  people  to  build 
elegant  houfes  there.  And  during  thefe  late  years, 
when  fuch  immenfe  quantities  of  foreign  corn  were 
imported,  large  granaries  were  ereded  on  both  fides 
of  the  road.  Thefe  the  people  quaintly  termed 
••  Egypt^^  no  doubt  in  allufion  to  thofe  erefted  by 
Jofeph  in  ancient  Egypt.  The  proprietors,  how- 
ever, fo  far  from  viewing  this  appellation  as  im- 
plying any  difgraceful  idea,  have  adtually  given  the 
name  of  "  Egypt"  to  this  new  row  of  dwelling- 
houfes. 

A  little  beyond  thefe  ereftions  on  the  New- Road  is 
a  ropery  upon  a  ballaft-hill,  which  is  faid  to  have 
been  the  firft  ballaft-fliore  without  the  town  of  New- 
caftle.  For  which  purpofe,  and  that  of  building  lime- 
kilns upon  it,  it  appears  by  records  in  the  Hodmen's 
books,  to  have  been  purchafed  by  the  mayor  and 
burgefftrs  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Byker. 

Oppofite  St.  Ann's  chapel,  (fee  Cburcbes,  i^c.J  ad- 
jacent to  it,  is  a  row  of  good  houfes,  agreeably  fitu- 
ated  both  for  air  and  a  delightful  view  of  the  river 
and  (hipping,  called  St.  Ann's  Row-  Going  down  by 
the  turnpike  road,  we  come  to  Oufe-bourn,  over  which 
is  a  wide  (lone  bridge,  of  one  arch,  with  a  convenient 
foot-path  on  both  (ides. 

But  as  the  tide  flows  up  this  rivulet,  and  confe- 
quently  affords  the  convenience  of  water  carriage, 
enterprizing  tradefmen  have^vailed  themfelves  of 
this  advantage,  and  have  converted  a  large  fpace  of 
almo(t  ufelefs  ground,  containing  a  few  wretched 
houfes  for  pitmen,  Sac.  into  what  has  the  appearance 
of  a  large  town.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the  bourn, 
ftand  a  large  fpinning  fadory,    a    newly  ereded 

T  fteam 


146  3fmparttel  J^iftorp  of 


fteam  corn-mill,  &-c.  on  the  other  fide  are  large  ma- 
nufaftories  of  all  kinds  of  pottery. ware,  giving  em- 
ployment to  hundreds  of  people. 

What  is  curious,  in  digging  a  foundation  for  the 
fteam-mill  above-mentioned,  there  was  found  a  ftone 
t)f  about  three  feet  in  length,  and  about  two  feet 
fquare.  On  the  end  of  it  is  an  infcription,  evi- 
dently Roman  ;  but  it  is  fo  much  effaced,  that  it  is. 
next  to  impoffible  to  decypher  it.  One  gentleman, 
Ikilled  in  the  Latin  language,  feemed  to  think  it 
intimated  that  from  the  termination  of  the  Roman 
wall  on  the  weft,  or  Sole  way  Firth,  to  this  ftation, 
was  60  miles.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  mighty 
barrier,  in  coming  down  Byker  turnpike  road,  ran 
acrofs  the  rivulet  at  this  place,  and  diredly  up  to 
Red-barns  and  Wall-knoU ;  and  as  they  no  doubt 
had  a  bridge  over  this  rivulet,  which  poffibly  was 
much  broader  in  ancient  times,  this  ftone  might  have 
been  one  of  thofe  placed  on  the  bridge,  diredive  of 
the  diftances,  &c.  This  curiofi ty  is  now  placed  in 
Mr.  Yellowley's  garden  above  Bufy  Cottage. 

Going  down  by  Oufe.bourn,  we  come  to  a  little 
narrow  ftone  bridge,  called  the  Glafs^houfe  bridge. 
In  the  neighbourhood  are  feveral  dock-yards  where 
many  (hips  are  built ;  pafiing  over  the  bridge,  we 
come  to  the  glafs-houfes,  and  further  down  on  the 
river  fide  is  another  large  manufadiorj  of  the  fame 
kind.     See  account  ofGlafs^works. 

Adjoining  to  the  upper  glafs-houfes,  is  the  diflea- 
ter's  large  burying- place.     See  Cbapeis. 

Further  down  from  the  low  glafs-houfes,  after 
paifing  more  docks  for  fhip-building,  we  come  to 
St.  Peter's  Quay,    It  is  there  where  Mr.  William 
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Row  is  planning  a  dry  dock,  and  where  he  is  npv^ 
building  a  new  quay. 

The  ftreets  are  paved  chiefly  with  Scotch  blue, 
or  grey  granite  flones,  heavy,  compadl,  and  ex- 
tremely hard.  They  are  found  to  be  the  moft  du- 
rable, and  fitted  to  bear  the  preflure  of  the  vail 
number  of  waggons  and  heavy  carriages  which  p^fs 
here  from  ail  parts. 

Tet  it  is  remarkable,  that,  in  a  town  of  fo  much 
trade,  with  warehoufes  fo  full  of  valuable  commodi- 
ties, the  corporation  was  fo  long  in  adopting  that  ad^ 
mirable  branch  of  municipal  police,  the  great  conve- 
nience of  having  nightly  lamps  in  the  ftreets. 

A  propofal  was  made  and  publilhed  in  the  year 
1755,  for  lighting  the  town  with  one  hundred  and 
f^y  lamps  !  But  it  was  not  till  a  fubfequent  period 
that  even  this  took  place,  as  we  find  by  the  foUow- 
iog  extract  from  the  Newcaftle  Courant. 

Odober  i,  1763,  "Thurfday  the  lamps  put  up 
in  the  ftreets  of  the  town  were  lighted  up  for  the  firlt 
time,"  This  was  in  copfequence  of  an  acl  lately 
pafled,  "  for  lighting  the  ftreets  and  other  places,  and 
maintaining  a  regular  and  nightly  watch,  within  the 
town  and  county  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  for  regu- 
lating the  hackney  coachmen,  chairmen,  cartmcn, 
porters,  and  watermen,  within  the  fame."  The  fmall 
number  of  lamps,  and  quantity  of  oil,  have  been  a 
fubjed  of  complaint ;  how  juftly,  is  not  for  us  to  de^ 
cide  :  it  certainly  would  be  more  agreeable  was  the 
quantity  of  both  doubled.  To  defray  the  expence 
attending  this  great  convenience,  the  inhabitants  are 
charged,  in  proportion  to  their  rentals,  at  the  rate  of 
fixpence  per  pound. 

Such  is  a  general  view  of  the  public  ftreets,  and  of 
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the  moft  remarkable  private  buildings  in  Newcaftle 
and  its  fuburbs. 

Qftbe  Means  offupplying  the  Town  with  Water. 

To  obtain  a  fufficiency  of  this  abfolute  neceflary 
of  life,  has  ever  claimed  the  attention  of  rulers  and 
magiftrates,  in  cities,  towns,  and  even  villages,  in 
every  country  and  in  every  age  of  the  world.  The 
ancient  Greeks  and  Romans  were  careful  in  the 
extreme  to  have  abundance  of  light,  fweet,  whole- 
fome  water.  In  their-  encampments,  fites  of  their 
cities,  &.C.  they  made  choice  of  the  fituation  always 
with  a  view  to  their  obtaining  an  abundance  of  this 
element.  And  when  the  delart,  or  ridges  of  moun- 
tains, wades,  and  folitudes,  intervened,  they  then 
reared  the  mighty  aquedu&,  arch  upon  arch,  to  con- 
vey the  falutary  ftream  to  the  thirfty  inhabitants  of 
the  crowded  city.  It  is  remarkable,  that  with  all 
their  knowledge  in  geometry,  and  other  branches 
of  fcience,  they  were  ignorant  of  this  grand  princi- 
ple in  hydrollatics,  that  water  will  rife  horizontally 
to  its  level.  Hence  their  lofty  aquedufts,  raifed  at 
vaft  expence,  and  always  level  with  the  fource  or 
fprmgj  whereas,  by  obferving  the  invariable  law  of 
nature,  water,  by  leaden  pipes,  can  be  conveye4 
over  mountains,  through  morafies,  along  bridges, 
|iay,  even  beneath  the  beds  of  rivers,  in  any  quan* 
tity,  and  at  a  thoufandth  part  of  the  expence. 
But  a  mighty  advantage  refulted  to  mankind  from 
the  ignorance  of  the  ancients  in  hydrollatics ;  and 
that  is,  the  thorough  knowledge  which  they  have 
communicated  to  the  moderns  of  the  arch,  in  all  its 
forms,  circular,  eliptical,  catenarian,  &c.  by  which 
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thefe  magnificent  aqueduds,  thefe  prodigies  of  art» 
were  reared;  fuch  as  that  at  Nifmes,  in  France^ 
which  feems  one  of  the  wqnders  of  the  world. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  Newcaftle  have  been  par-? 
ticularly  attentive  to  procure  a  fufficiency  of  water, 
appears  from  the  numerous  cifterns  and  wells  all 
round  the  town,  both  within  and  without  the  walls. 
We  have  the  fine  wells  which  fupplied  both  the  Black 
and  White  Friars'  monafleries,  with  their  large  fprings 
of  excellent  water,  to  this  day.  The  eminences 
that  almofk  furround  Newcaftle,  would  feem  to  indi- 
cate that  plenty  of  good  water  might  eafily  be  pror 
cured;  and  this,  upon  trial,  has  been  found  to  be 

* 

the  cafe. 

The  top  of  Pandon-bank  is  commonly  called  *'  Con« 
duit-head."  A  refervpir  ftill  remains  here,  upon  the 
grounds  belonging  to  the  late  Rev.  Nathaniel  EUifon, 
behind  fome  buildings,  which  fupplies  Sandgate  pant 
with  water.  There  are  many  fine  fprings  about  this 
eminence ;  and  it  is  a  conjedure,  not  at  all  impro- 
bable, that  about  Conduithead  there  has  been,  in 
ancient  times,  a  large  refervoir  for  fupplying  the 
palace  of  the  Sa^on  kings,  and  after  that,  the  fump- 
tuous  and  ftately  monaftery  of  the  Carmelites,  with 
water.  If  I  might  hazard  a  conjcfture  on  the  true 
etymon  of  Pandpn,  (fays  Brand)  I  would  define  it  to 
mean,  The  Hill  of  the  Pand,  Pond,  or  Refervoir. 
Dr.  Thomas  Henfliaw,  in  Skinner's  Etymology,  on 
the  word  pant,  or  pand,  tells  us,  that  pond  was  an- 
ciently pronounced  pand,  from  a  Saxon  word  pyndan^ 
to  enclofe  or  (hut  up.  So  that  pant,  the  ufual  name 
given  to  the  erections  over  the  wells  in  Newcaftle,  is 
no  more  than  pand,  by  a  very  fmall  corruption,  mean- 
ing a  little  refervoir  or  pond. 

But 
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But  as  the  coal  trade  became  rapidly  more  confe- 
quential,  commerce  and  bufinef$  increaiing  in  pro* 
portion,  numbers  of  people  came  to  fix  their  refidence 
at  NewcalUe.  The  wells  of  water,  in  and  about  the 
town,  were  found  inadequate  to  the  demands  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  afforded,  at  beft,  only  a  precarious 
fupply .  The  mayor  and  burgefles .  fet  to  work,  fo 
early  as  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  anno  1349,  to  pro* 
cure  a  permanent  and  fufficient  quantity,  at  feme 
diilance  without  the  walls ;  which  is  the  earlieft  ac- 
count to  be  found  of  aqueduds  bringuig  water  into 
this  town. 

Leland  tells  us,  that  when  he  vifited  this  place,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  "  there  be  three  hedda  of 
condutes  for  frefch  water  to  the  town." 

More  particularly  we  find,  in  July  26,  1647,  an 
agreement  between  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle  and 
Mr.  William  Gray,  concerning  water  to  be  conveyed 
from  his  conduit  in  Fandon-bank  to  Sapdgate.  It 
appears,  that  part  of  the  waftes  called  King's-dike^ 
had  been  granted  to  the  faid  Mr.  Gray,  by  way  of 
recompence.  The  mayor  and  burgefles  arc  menr 
tioned  at  the  fame  time,  as  having  a  right  to  bring 
part  of  that  water  to  the  Manors,  according  to  its  aop- 
cient  and  accuftomed  courfe. 

The  common*council  books  of  1708  mention  a  li- 
berty referved  to  the  mayor  and  burgefles  to  dig  and 
delve  for  water,  and  to  take  what  part  of  Mr.  Ni- 
choVs  lands  and  grounds  at  Red  fiames,  as  ihall  feem 
meet  for  the  advantage  of  water  for  the  pants  in 
Sandgate  and  the  Keelmen's  Hofpital. 

February  4th,  1654,  there  is  an  order  of  common- 
council  for  conveying  the  water  from  Cowgate,  that 
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came  under  ground  from  All-Hallows'  church-end, 
and  had  become  a  nuifance  to  that  (Ireet. 

March  2d,  1656,  there  was  an  order  of  common- 
council  to  treat  concerning  fome  water  in  Gallow- 
gate,  which  was  intended  to  be  brought  in,  to  fupply 
the  pants  of  Newcaftle. 

June  3d,  1657,  tb^'^  was  a  complaint  before  the 
common-council  againft  Mr.  Ralph  Jennifon,  and 
Mr.  William  Wallis,  coal  owners,  for  having  diverted 
a  third  part  of  the  water  ufuallj  coming  to  the  pants 
in  Newcaftle,  by  finking  below  the  level  of  the 
water-courfe.  Mr.  Jennifon  was  threatened  with  a 
profecution  on  this  occafion  ;  but  on  his  fubmiflion, 
and  ftaying  the  workings,  the  cbmmoncouncil  ftop- 
ped  their  proceedings  againft  him. 

Similar  complaints  were  made  againft  other  gen- 
tlemen, for  working  coal-pits,  and  digging  quarries, 
by  which  the  fupply  of  water  to  the  town  was 
drained  away. 

December  i6th,  1675,  loud  complaints  were  made 
of  a  total  fcarcity  of  water,  owing  to  vaft  numbers 
of  private  families  having  pipes  and  cocks  to  their 
houfes.  The  common^council  ordered  the  cocks  to 
be  ftopped,  or  cut  off. 

January  1675,  there  was  a  committee  of  the  com-  ' 
inon«>council  to  confider  of  a  proper  place  for  another 
pant,  befides  that  at  Sandgate,  about  the  Swirle,  or 
Of  fome  convenient  fituation.     It  was  ereded  at  the 
eaft  end  of  Sandgate,  where  it  now  ftands. 

Auguft  8,  1677,  there  was  an  order  of  common- 
council  for  the  town's  furveyor  to  build  a  well  at 
Gallowgate,  for  the  benefit  of  the  burgefles  and 
other  inhabitants.  It  is  there  ftill,  and  affords  a 
Urge  fupply  of  good  wholefome  water. 

oao- 
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Odober  4,  1680^  a  propofal  was  laid  before  thd 
common-council,  by  a  Mr.  Cuthbert  Dikes,  to  eredk 
a  water-engine  for  fupplying  the  town  of  Newcaftle 
with  water  from  the  river  Tyne,  for  the  convenience 
of  brew-houfes,  vic^ualling-houfes,  &c.  and  thus  fave 
a  great  part  of  the  fpring  water  taken  from  the  pants^ 
A  committee,  appointed  for  this  purpofe,  fixed  on  a 
place  without  Sandgate^  where  it  was  actually  eredl- 
ed.  This  building  was  after\yards  converted  to  large 
ftore-houfes,  &c.  and  is  now  ^called  the  '*  Foley,"  or 
commonly  "  Folly." 

January  20,  1689,  a  pant  was  ereded  for  the  in«» 
habitants  of  the  Clofe. 

September  15,  1702,  the  building  committee  were 
ordered  to  take  care  to  bring  water  into  the  town 
from  the  Caftle  t^eazes.  It  was  brought  from  thence 
in  1 704,  to  a  pant  at  the  head  of  the  Side,  and  alfo 
to  one  at  Newgate, 

June  29,  1709,  a  committee  was  ordered  to  ered: 
a  ciftern  at  the  end  of  the  Caftle  Leazes,  to  renew 
and  keep  the  water  coming  from  thence  to  the  pants 
of  Newcaftle. 

Still  the  inhabitants  increafing,  and  confequently 
the  demand  for  water;  therefore,  finding  the  fup« 
plies,  mentioned  above,  to  have  been  infu^cient, 
they  looked  acrofs  the  river  for  an  additional  fupply 
from  Gatefbead-Fell,  which,  from  its  rocky  and 
fandy  foil,  feemed  to  afford  what  quantity  might  be 
neceflary  of  wholefome,  well-filtered  water. 

We  find,  however,  there  was  an  order  of  common- 
council  for  a  leafe  to  be  granted  to  Mr.  William  Yar- 
nold,  1697,  according  to  the  covenants  there  viewed 
and  agreed  on,  for  ere<^ng  citterns  and  laying  pipes 
in  tne  town's  liberties,  in  order  to  bring  good  and 

whole- 
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wholefocne  ^water  to  the  inhabitants  of  Newcaftle. 
This  was  called  the  New-water^  and  came  from 
Gatcftiead-Fell,  from  a  refervoir  which  was  fupplicd 
by  three  fprings  in  Great  Ufworth  moor. 

In  the  year  1700,  the  common  council  granted 
leave  to  William  Yamold,  Gent,  to  ere<ft  a  ciftern  oa 
the  top  of  Cale-crofs,  carrying  a  pillur  up  in  the 
middle^  and  laying  on  it  a  new  roof  of  lead,  at  his 
own  expence.  He  was  allowed  to  ereft  a  ciftern  at 
the  White-crofs,  on  columns,  removing  the  then 
.pillar  and  dial.  Both  thefe  crofTes  have  been  pulled 
down,  and  new  ones  eroded,  bftt  no  ciilems,  as  be- 
fore. 

June  29,  1700,  the  new  water  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  out  at  a  pillar,  to  be  placed  at  the  Head  of 
the  Side  pant,  where  three  fpouts  were  to  be  fixed. 

In  the  year  1 706,  a  pant  was  ereded  at  Weft- 
gate,  petitioned  for  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  ftreet. 
In  confequence  of  the  inceflant  complaints,  from 
year  to  year,  of  the  fcarcity  of  water,  in  the  year 
1737  there  was  an  order  of  the  common-council  that 
the  public  water  Ihould  not  be  conveyed  into  the 
houfes  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newcaftle,  except 
thofe  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  fheriff,  and 
town-clerk. 

In  1743,  the  water  being  conveyed  to  the  brewery 
of  Mr.  Chriftopher  Rutter,  which  ought  to  fupply 
the  pant  near  the  houfe  of  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  was 
ordered  to  be  cut  off,  and  conveyed  to  the  public 
pant  there. 

December  17,  1767,  a  committee  was  appointed 
by  the  common-council  to  confider  how  the  town 
might  be  fupplied  with  good  and  wholefome  water. 
That  the  corporation  might  proceed  on  folid  princt- 
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pies,  they  invited,  by  public  advertifement,  gentle- 
men of  fcience,  particularly  in  chemical  analylis, 
to  examine  the  qualities  of  the  refpedtive  waters  in 
the  vicinity  of  Newcaftle.  This  drew  forth  the 
talents  of  Drs.  Rotheram,  Wilfon,  Hall,  and  others, 
on  the  fubje^l  of  the  comparative  qualities  of  water, 
for  lightnefs,  fweetnefs,  and  attainable  quantity.  Dr. 
Rotheram  publiflied  his  fentiments  on  the  fubje&  in 
a  pamphlet,  price  2S.  6d.  This  was  attacked  with 
great  abiUty,  but  alfo  with  fome  afperity,  by  a 
Mr.  Tytler,  chemill,  at  that  time  in  Gatefhead. 
Dodors  Wilfon  and  Hall  alfo  publiftied  their  joint 
fentiments  on  the  fubjed  ;  as  did  Mr.  Tytler  his  ob- 
fervations  on  the  quality  of  waters  in  and  near  this 
town,  in  which  he  charged  Dr.  Rotheram  with  hav- 
ing prejudiced  the  public  againll  Coxlodge  water, 
which  had  on  a  memorable  occafion^  at  Bath,  been 
called  '•  throwing  a  toad  into  the  fpring." 

The  magiftrates,  however,  not  confining  the  infor- 
mation they  might  receive  by  the  enquiries  of  thefe 
profeffional  gentlemen,  efpecially  as,  which  is  not 
feldom  the  cafe,  the  "  Dodors  difagreed,**  had  the 
precaution  to  tranfmit  famples  of  the  different  waters 
in  and  about  Newcaftle  to  Dr.  Black,  profellbr  of 
chemiflry,  at  Edinburgh,  and  to  Dr.  Saunders,  lec- 
turer on  chemiftry,  at  London.  The  refult  of  all 
which  was,  that  they  gave  the  preference  to  Cox- 
lodge water.  This  report  Mr.  Richard  Lambert, 
furgeon,  was  direded  to  publifh  in  the  Newcaftle 
Courant,  which  was  accordingly  inferted  in  that 
news- paper,  November  3,  1770. 

The  opinions  of  thefe  chemical  philofophers,  the 
firft  of  their  profeffion  in  Europe,  determined  the 
choice  of  the  magiftrates  of  Newcaftle. 

Accord- 
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Accordingly,  on  the  lyth  of  September,   17 70, 
the  common-council  ordered   a  leafe,   under  their 
feal,  to  be  granted  to  Mr.  Ralph  Lodge,  and  the 
other  proprietors    of  the    undertaking,    to  fupply 
the  town  of  Newcaftle  with  good  water,  of  a  piece 
of  ground  at  the  foot  or  fouth  end  of  the  Town- 
moor,  with  liberty  to  dig  and  make  a  refervoir  there, 
and  to  ered,  fet  up,  and  make  one  hundred  fire- 
plugs, or  fucfa  further  number  as  ihould  be  wanted, 
in  convenient  and  prpper  parts  of  the  town,  within 
or  without  the  walls,  at  the  diredion  of  the  com- 
mon-council,  to  be  ufed  for  extinguifliing  cafual 
fires;  as  alfo  to  make  a  proper  pipe- trench,  and  lay 
and  keep  pipes  therein,  for  bringing  water  from 
Ck)xlodge  grounds,  through  the  Town-moor,  to  the 
(kid  refervoir,  and  from  thence  into  the  town,  for  the 
term  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-feven  years,  from 
the  nth  day  of  Odober  following,  at  the  annual 
rent  of  thirteen  (hillings  and  fourpence.     On  condi- 
tion alfo,  that  the  mayor  and  burgefies  fliould  pay 
fifty  pounds  per  annum  to  the  faid  proprietors  for 
the  above  hundred   fire-plugs,    and    ten  fliiilings 
a-piece    yearly   for    any    others    that    might    be 
wanted. 

December  18,  1777,  there  was  an  order  of  com- 
mon-council to  empower  Mr.  Richard  ^rown,  col- 
liery  viewer,  and  Mr.  John-  Fenwick,  town's  fur- 
veyor,  to  proceed  in  the  neceflary  works  for  convey- 
ing the  water  in  Spring  Gardens,  at  the  head  of 
Gallowgate,  into  the  town  of  Newcaftle,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  public  at  large,  agreeable  to  the  particulars 
and  eilimate  that  had  been  laid  before  them. 

This  water  had  been  generoufly  proffered  to  the 
public  by  George  Stephenfon,  Efq.  of  Elfwick,  in  a 
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letter  addrefied  to  the  common-council,  who  ac* 
cepted  his  kind  offer,  and  are  faid  to  have  expended 
five  hundred  pounds  in  preparing  aqueducts  for  con- 
veying it  into  the  tovttu 

We  hope  to  be  excufed  in  being  rather  copious  in 
the  detailed  account  which  we  have  prefented  ta 
our  readers,  of  the  attempts  which  the  corporation 
of  this  town  have  made,  for  a  number  of  years, 
nay  centuries  paft,  to  obtain  and  fecure  a  fufficient 
fupply  of  this  moll  necefiary  of  all  elements,  for  the 
fupport  and  comfort  of  human  life.  The  linen,  the 
complexion,  the  livelinefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  anj 
large  town,  like  this,  are  known  by  the  quality  of  the 
water  Which  they  enjoy.  And  if  we  cannot  afient  to 
the  maxim  of  the  Grecian  fage,  who  affirmed,  that 
^*  water  is  not  only  the  beft  of  all  the  elements,  but  it 
is  the  firft  principle  and  origin  of  all  things ;"  yet  we 
can  fay  with  him,  it  is  a  pure,  pleafant,  and  delighu 
fui  element,  and  without  jvhicfa  man  could  not  exift. 
It  mingles  with,  and  forms  the  greateft  part  of  the 
mafs  of  our  blood  ;  it  penetrates  our  arteries,  reins, 
nerves,  and,  in  a  word,  pervades  our  w*hole  animal 
frame  :  the  magiftrates,  therefore,  who  are  affiduous 
in  procuring  an  ample  fupply  of  this  mod  neceilarjr 
fluid  deferve  well  of  their  fellow  citizens,  it  is  re- 
markable what  prodigious  pains  and  expence  the 
magiftrates  of  the  firft. ^ity  in  the  world,  London, 
have  employed  to  procure,  at  any  expence,  and  from 
any  diftance,  fuch  abundance  of  foft,  delicious  wa-* 
ter,  as  is  not  to  be  equalled  in  any  capital  in  the 
world. 

It  has  long  been  the  pride  and  boaft  of  Newcaftle, 
that  the  inhabitants  enjoy,'  with  no  very  great  ex- 
pence,  tb^  wayy  the  water ^  and  the  word. 

Before 
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Before  we  proceed  to  the  more  interefting  branches 
of  our  hiftory,  we  may,  to ,  avoid  confufion,  in  this 
place^  give  an  account  of  the 

Boundaries  of  the  Town  ofNewcqfile. 

When  the  mayor  and  burgefles  perambulate  the 
boundaries  of  their  liberties,  they  proceed  as  follows. 
They  go  from  the  Guildhall  to  the  blue  ftone  on 
the  bridge;  from  thence,  along  the  Clofe,  to  the 
bouodary-flone  (landing  againft  the  eaft  corner  of  the 
iron  foundery,  immediately  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
runner  called  Skinner's-bourn ;  up  that  bourn,  on 
the  weft  fide  of  ^he  ground  belonging  to  the  Infirm- 
ary, and  through  the  garden  of  the  late  Mr.  Geo. 
Anderfon,  to  the  Weft-gate  ;  from  thence,  up  the 
lane,  to  a  ftone  nearly  oppofite  to  St.  John's  poor- 
boufe :    from  thence  eaft  ward,  down  the  lane   to 
Gallowgate ;  thence  crofling  a  low  houfe  near  the 
pant,  through  a  part  of  the  ground  called  Spring, 
gardens ;  thence  onward,  by  the  infide  of  the  dykes, 
by  the  boundary-ftones  in  the  lands  of  Elfwick ;  from 
thence,  oh  the  infide  of  the  hedge  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  Town-moor,  by  the  boundary.ftones  on  the  lands 
of  Fenham-:  crofs  the  Pontcland  turnpike- road,  then 
by  the  infide  of  the  hedges,  to  the  north- weft  corner 
of  the  NunVmoor,  in  the  lands  of  Kenton  and  Cox- 
lodge;  by  the  north  fide  of  the  Nun's  and  Town-moor, 
to  the  Morpeth  turnpike ;  crofling  which,  by  the 
boundary-ftones,  in  the  infide  of  the  hedges,  of  the 
lands  of  Gosforth,  on  the  north-eaft  corner  of  the 
Town-moor;  then  croffing  the  road  leading  to  Kil- 
Bngworth,  &c.  fouthward  by  the  boundary-ftones  on 
^e  infide  of  the  hedges  of  the  lands  of  Jefmond,  to 

the 
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the  Barras-bridge ;  thence,  along  the  lane,  to  Sandi- 
ford-bridge  ;  thence  fouthward,  through  the  Shield. 
field,  over  a  houfe  there,  adjoining  to  the  road  lead* 
ing  to  Oufe-bourn ;  thence  on  a  line  fouthward,  by 
the  eaft  i)de  of  the  Red-bams  pond,  to  the  boundary, 
ftone  at  the  eaft  corner  of  the  garden-wall  of  the  Red- 
bams  ;  then  eaftward,  by  the  boundaiy-ftones,  to  the 
Qufe-bourn,  eroding  a  little  above  the  Gib,  the  boun* 
daryrline  trends  fouth-eaft  to  the  fouth  fide  of  tfae 
houfes  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Shields  turnpike,  near  to 
the  gate :  from  thence,  by  the  lands  of  Byker,  to 
St,  Lawrence's  Dyke ;  then  fouthward,  to  the  boun-* 
dary  ftone  ftanding  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  runner 
near  the  gate  leading  from  St.  Peter's  Quay  to  the 
Muftiroom  glafshoufes;  thence  by  the  Glaisboufe- 
bridge,  up  the  road,  to  the  Shields  turnpike ;  thence 
through  St.  Ann's-ftreet,  to  the  Swirle,  the  ancient 
boundary  eaftward  of  the  town ;  through  Sandgate, 
along  the  Quayfide  and  the  Sandhill,  to  Guildhall. 

Such  are  the  boundaries  of  this  famous  and  ancient 
town ;  which  is  ten  miles  and  fifty  yards  in  circum- 
ference. 

In  the  year  1 751,  an  order  of  common- council  was 
made,  that  the  boundaries  of  the  town,  by  land, 
fhould  be  perambulated  once  in  three  years  ;  which 
has  been  obferved,  in  general,  ever  fince. 

The  day  appointed  for  riding  the  boundaries  is, 
>vhen  the  weather  happens  to  be  favourable,  devoted 
to  general  feftivity  and  amufement,  efpecially  by 
the  younger  part  of  the  inhabitants.  They  at- 
tend in  crowds  ;  and  when  the  boundary-ftones 
are  faluted,  by  the  mayor  and  his  fuite,  with  parcels 
of  currants,  raifins,  confections,  &c.  the  conteft  for  a 

participation  in  the  delicious  fcramble  is  arduous  and 

violent ; 
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violent ;  fo  that  often  a  young  competitor  is  over- 
thrown in  the  unequal  ftruggle;  who,  however,  foon 
itcovers  his  former  pofltion,  ready  for  a  frefh  exertioa 
of  adivity  at  the  next  boundary-ftone. 

Thefe  extenfive  pofleifions  of  the  free  burgefles  of 
Newcaftle  are  continually  increaflng  in  value  and 
confequence. — See  Public  Revenues  of  the  town. 

It  would  be  an  omillion  highly  reprehenfible,  if 
we  did  not  give  a  particular  account  of  this  extenlive 
public  property.  To  proceed  regularly,  we  begin 
with  that  part  which  lies  fartheft  fouth,  and  fo  on 
northward. 

The  forth. 

From  Skinner-bourn  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  includ- 
ing the  fite  of  the  Infirmary,  ffor  an  account  ofwbicb 
fee  Public  Inftitutions J  is  the  place  called  the  Forth, 
anciently  named  (fays  Bourne)  the  Firth;  which 
lies  without  the  walls  of  the  town,  adjoining,  on  the 
fouth,  to  a  certain  little  clofe,  called  Goofe-green- 
clofe ;  then  it  extends  to  another  inclofure,  named 
Dove-cotc-clofe ;  and  from  thence  weftward,  to  the 
fartheft  ditch  of  that  clofe,  which  is  the  common  way 
that  leads  into  what  is  properly  named  the  Forth. 
It  contains  eleven  acres  of  ground,  was  furveyed 
by  order  of  the  long  parliament,  in  the  year  1649, 
and  then  valued  at  twelve  pounds  per  annum. 

It  was  valued  tithe-free.  The  corporation  paid 
four  pounds  per  annum  to  the  king  for  it. 

How  it  obtained  this  particular  name  of  Forth,  an- 
ciently called  Firth,  is  not  eafy  to  form  any  certain 
conjedure.  For  the  term  forth,  or  firth,  is  ufually, 
if  not  alway Sy  applied  to  an  extenfive  inlet  or  arm  of 
the  fea. 

Bourne's 
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Bourne's  conjefture  is  amufing,  if  it  be  not  cof- 
reft.  He  quotes  from  Blount's  law  diftionary,  or 
the  etymology  of  the  word  forth  or  frith,  that  it  is 
derived  from  the  Saxon  word  frith,  which  fignifies 
peace ;  as  if  a  portion  of  the  fea,  retiring  from 
the  tempeftuous  ocean,  feeks  a  calm  retreat 
in  the  bofom  of  fome  winding  bay.  For  the 
Saxons  held  fevetal  woods  to  be  facred ;  and  that 
people,  who  were  then  poflefled  of  Northumberland, 
and  this  place  particularly,  inhabiting  about  thofe 
parts  of  the  wall  where  the  town  now  is,  gave  the 
name  o^ frith f  or  peace,  to  this  fequeftered  fituation  ; 
as,  by  the  gloominefs  of  the  trees,  with  which  it  then 
abounded,  a  kind  of  melancholy  devotion  was  there- 
by excited  in  the  fuperftitious  minds  of  thofe  blinded 
heathens* 

However  that  be*  fo  remote  as  the  reign  of  Henry 
III.  a  licence  was  granted  to  the  townfmen  of  New- 
caftle  to  dig  coals  and  ftones  in  this  place  called  the 
Forth.  And  here  it  was,  as  fome  imagine,  that  the 
firft  coals  about  Newcafile  were  wrought.  <Othera 
think  that  this  mineral,  afterwards  fo  univerfally  ufed, 
and,  to  this  town»  fo  advantageous,  was  firft  dif- 
covered  and  applied  to  the  purpofes  of  fuel,  in  the 
€aftle  Leaxes. 

This  pleafant  piece  of  ground  has  been  ever  em* 
ployed  as  a  place  for  drj'ing  linen,  as  well  as  for  the 
recreation  of  the  town's-people.  This  appears  to  be 
the  cafe  ;  for,  in  the  year  1657,  a  bowling-green  wras 
made,  and  a  tavern  built,  with  a  balcony  projeding 
from'  the  front,  and  a  parapet  wall ;  from  whence 
the  {pecHton,  calmly  fmoking  their  pipes  dnd  eiyoy^ 
ing  their  glafles,  beheld  the  fportfmen. 

And 
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To  heighten  the  pleafantnefs  of  the  Forth,  a 
wall,  forming  a  fquare,  was  built  all  around  it,  and 
two  rows  of  lime  trees,  at  equal  diftances,  were  plant- 
ed within  the  wall ;  which,  in  a  Ihort  time,  formed  a 
complete  (hade  for  the  inhabitants,  who  frequent, 
ed  this  kind  of  Lyceum,  in  their  morning  and 
evening  walks.  Thefe  trees  were  brought  from  Hol- 
land ;  fince  they  were  cut  fquare  over,  at  about  fif- 
teen feet  from  the  ground,  for  years  they  (hot  out 
afrefh,  but  they  are  now  going  faft  to  decay. 

It  feems  all  along,  fays  Bourne,  to  have  been  a 
place  of  recreation.  For  it  was  an  ancient  cuftom 
for  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  fheriflf  of  Newcaftle, 
accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  burgefies^  to 
proceed  every  year,  at  the  feafts  of  Eajder  and  Whit- 
funtide,  to  this  place,  with  the  maces,  fword,  and  cap 
of  maintenance,  carried  before  them.  The  great 
concourfe  Itill,  efpecially  of  the  younger  part  of  the 
community,  at  thefe  feafons,  and  at  this  place  in  par- 
ticular, are  the  remains  of  this  ancient  and  iimple 
cuilom. 

The  elevated  fituatiou  of  this  delightful  fpot,  its 
vicinity  to  the  town,  its  commanding  profped  of  the 
adjacent  country,  all  tend  to  render  it  exceedingly 
pleafant. 

But  of  late,  the  conftant  exercifing  of  troops  on 
the  green,  and  putting  horfes  and  cattle  upon  the 
neighbouring  field,  have  greatly  defaced  the  beauty 
of  the  place,  and  entirely  fubverted  its  original  and 
peaceful  intention. 

Here  are  fome  fine  private  dwelling-houfes,  with 
elegant  gardens  before  them;  alfo  a  large  public 
building,  clofe  to  the  Forth-houfe,  called  the  Circus, 
eieded  for  a  place  of  exercife  to  inflrud  young  gen. 

X  tlemeA 
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tlemen  in  the  manly  pradice  of  horfemanihip.  Mr. 
Jon^s  ^id  not  meet  with  adequate -encouragement, 
and  the  Circus  is  now  converted  into  a  large  work- 
fliop,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Dudgeon,  an  ingenious  miU« 
vright  and  engineer. 

Grey  fays,  that  the  Forth  was  given  to  the  towns- 
men by  Edward  III.  for  fervices  done  to  th^t  prince. 
Bourne  thinks,  if  this  is  corredt,  it  was  for  the  bold 
exploit  ^of  fallying  out,  defeating  the  Earl  of  Mur-> 
ray's  array,  who  then  were  befieging  NewcafUe,  and 
taking  him  prifoner,  anno  1342. 

A  little  farther  north  is 

WARDEN'S  CLOSE. 

This  portion  of  the  town's  lands  formerly  belonged 
to  the  warden  of  Tynemouth  Priory.  Here,  fays  Grey, 
he  had  his  houfe,  garden,  and  fifh-pond.  This  might 
be  the  cafe,  as  the  monaftery  of  Black-friars  was  ad- 
jacent  to  Warden's  Ciofe,  and  was  dependent  on  the 
Priory  of  Tynemouth  ;  and  from  that  field,  that  bro- 
therhood had  their  ciftern  of  water.  The  Lunatic 
Hofpital  is  built  here,  of  which,  and  of  the  beautiful 
New  Medical  Baths,  fee  Public  Foundations^  ^c. 

Still  northward,  another  field  adjoining  to  War-* 
den^s  Clofe  was^  from  its  ihape,  called  Shoulder  of 
Mutton  Clofe.  In  it,  in  former  times,  was  a  ciftern 
of  fine  water.  This  field,  or  clofe,  is  now  converted 
into  a  targe  kitchen  garden,  and  a  number  of  fmaU 
plearant  fpots,  let  out  to  different  perfons. 

We  now  come  to  the  mofl:  valuable  and  extenfive 
of  the  land-property  of  the  free  bwgefles  of  New- 
oaftle,  viz. 

The 


' 


JSetDcaftle  upon  C^ne.  163 


The  CASTLE- LEAZES,  8tc. 

This  large  tra&  of  ground  belongs  to  the  town, 
'and  contains  (fays  Bourne)  one  hundred  and  fQity-^ 
one  acres  of  valuable  land.  Grey  informs  us,  that 
the  Caftle-Leazes,  or  Caftle-Field,  was  the  gift  of 
^iiig  John  to  the  good  men  of  Newcaftle.  He  adds, 
**  However  this  be,  it  is  certain  that  it  had  been  the 
property  of  the  town,  even  fo  far  back  as  in  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  III. ;  for,  in  the  31ft  year  of 
that  prince's  reign,  the  town  of  Newcaftle  took  an 
inquifition,  in  the  Caftle-Field,  on  a  Falm-Sundaj 
eve,  defiring  the  confirmation  of  the  Caftle-Moor 
and  Field,  and  the  privileges  belonging  to  them. — 
And  the  king,  by  his  letters  patent,  dated  at  Weft- 
minfter,  confirmed  to  the  burgefTes  of  Newcaftle 
the  other  charters  they  had  obtained,  and  alfo  the 
poffeffion  of  the  Caftle-Moor  and  Caftle-Field.— 
He  alfo,  as  appears  by  the  faid  charters,  confirmed 
to  the  burgefTes,  and  their  heirs,  the  liberty  of  dig- 
ging coals,  flone,  and  all  other  advantages  arifing 
from  the  faid  Caftle-Moor.'* 

This  important  charter,  the  bafis  of  the  burgeflTes* 
rights  to  the  Town-Moor,  &c.  runs  thus : — **  Nos 
concejimus  pro  nobis  et  beredibus  nojlris^  iSc.^  "  IVe 
irantfor  us  and  our  heirs,  that  the  aforefaid  burgejes 
and  their  heirs  have  and  hold  the  aforefaid  moor  and 
lands,  ^cr 

The  mill  in  the  Caftle-Leazes,  commonly  called 
Chimley-mill,  upon  the  rivulet  named  Bailiff-bourn, 
and  the  other,  called  Little  Mill,  were  valued  by  an 
inquifition,  and  ordered  by  parliament,  1649,  at  ten 
pounds  per  annum  for  each  mill.    The  whole  Forth 
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and  Town-Moor  were  valued,  at  the  fame  time,  at 
twenty-feven  pounds  per  annum.  This  ground  was 
always  valued  tythe-free. 

On  this  traft  of  the  town's  ground,  the  late  Mr. 
Smith  built,  a  few  years  ago,  an  extenfive  manufac- 
tory for  tobacco  and  fnufF,  with  fome  elegant  dwcl- 
ling-houfes  and  gardens.  They  are  ftill  poffefled  by 
Mr.  Harrifon,  his  fon-inJaw. 

Another  material  and  extenfive  part  of  the  town« 
lands  is 

The  TOWN-MOOR. 

It  is,  fays  Bourne,  a  very  fpacious  piece  of  ground, 
containing  1037  acres  i  rood  2  perches.  In  very  re- 
mote times,  it  is  faid  to  have  been  a  wood,  famous  for 
oaks,  out  of  which  have  been  built  many  hundreds 
of  (hips,  and  alfo  all  the  houfes  of  the  old  town  of 
Newcaftle.  Whether  the  houfes  were  built  from 
oaks  cut  upon  the  Town-moor  or  not,  is  not  eafily 
afcertained ;  but  that  mod  of  the  houfes  on  the  Sand- 
hill, the  Clofe,  &c.  were  built  with  that  wood,  is  cer- 
tainly true;  for,  from  dates  on  fome  of  them,  they 
arc  of  great  antiquity. 

The  Moor,  together  with  the  Caftle-Leazes,  called 
alfo  the  Caftle-moor  and  Caftle-field,  were  the  right 
of  the  town,  and  accounted  fo,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  III.  who,  in  the  frelh  charter  which  he  gave 
the  town,  confirmed  to  the  burgefles  all  their  former 
privileges,  their  holding  of  thofe  lands,  working  coal, 
ftones,  &c.  in  them,  together  with  all  the  profits  arif- 
ing  from  them,  in  the  fame  manner  he  had  confirm- 
ed all  the  immunities  and  privileges  which  had  been 
granted  by  the  kings,  his  pvedeceflbrs,  to  the  bur- 
gefles of  Newcaftle. 

The 
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The  ancient  bounds  of  the  Town-moor,  which  are 
the  fame  at  this  day,  are  thus  defcribed  in  the  above 
charter  of  king  Edward  III.  viz*  *'  From  a  certain 
place  called  Thorn-bufli,  near  the  Crofs;  (which 
fcems  to  have  been  on  the  i^orth  fide  of  the  Barras- 
bridge,  near  a  Crofs  which  was  eredled  there  before 
St.  James's  chapel,  and  which  was  thrown  down  by 
the  town-furveyor,  no  doubt  to  prevent  what  he 
thought  idolatry)  and  then,  by  certain  divifions,  fet 
up  towards  the  faid  town  of  Newcaftle,  as  far  as  the 
gallows,  one  poll  of  which  flood  on  the  boundary  be- 
twcen  the  land  of  the  prior  of  Tynemouth,  and  the 
other  on  that  of  the  town  of  Newcaftle ;  and  fo  oi| 
by  the  (parrel-dyke,  (that  is,  the  Quarry-dyke)  and 
thence,  by  the  king's  way,  to  the  faid  town." 

By  an  inquifition  taken  at  the  Caftle  of  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne,  Auguft  13,  in  the  1 8th  year  of  the  reign 
of  James  I.  Caftle-moor  appears  to  have  contained 
848  acres ;  and  the  boundaries  are  defcribed,  at  that 
time,  as  beginning  at  a  certain  houfe,  called  Sick- 
manVhoufc,  on  the  fouth,  and  fo  extending  to  the 
fields  of  Jefmond  on  the  eaft,  to  a  certain  corner 
there  i  and  from  thence  turning  weft  ward,  to  the 
gtte  leading  from  Newcaftle  to  Morpeth,  and  fo  on 
weftward,  near  the  limits  of  Coxlodge,  on  the  north, 
to  the  corner  of  the  Nun's-moor :  on  the  weft,  to  a 
certain  comer,  where  a  hedge  was  anciently,  near  the 
Cow.gate,  leading  from  Newcaftle  to  Hexham ;  by 
the  boundaries  of  the  fields  of  Elfwick,  on  the  fouth. 
to  the  gallows ;  and  from  thence  turning  weftward 
and  north,  by  the  bounds  and  territories  of  Eaft. field 
on  the  weft,  to  a  certain  corner  of  the  Caftle-field ; 
and  turning  fouth  and  eaft,  by  the  boundaries  of  the 
Caftle-field  on  the  fouth,  to  the  faid  houfe,  palled 
Sick-man's-houfe.  ' 

In 
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In  the  times  of  the  commonwealth,  it  was  reported, 
fays  Bourne,  that  the  coal-mine,  or  colliery,  in  the 
Town-moor  extended  itfelf  one  hundred  acres,  and 
that  the  value  of  it  was  to  the  town  thirty-five  pounds 
per  annum. 

In  the  year  1739,  an  advertifement  appeared  in 
the  Courant  paper,  to  "  let  the  colliery  of  the  Town- 
moor.'*  By  this  it  would  appear,  that  the  defign  en- 
tertained by  the  corporation,  of  **  claiming  the  roy- 
alty, minerals,  and  furface  of  this  extenfive  proper- 
ty,** was  not  fuddenly  taken  up,  in  1770 ;  the  open 
avowal  of  which  occafioned  the  famous  trial,  of  which 
we  will  give  an  impartial  account. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Humphrey  Gill  and  John 
Cooke,  dated  Odober  28, 1657,  to  make  a  way,  and 
bring  coals  out  of  Fenham-fields,  over  the  Town- 
moor,  at  the  diftance  of  fixty  yards  from  the  high- 
way leading  over  the  faid  moor ;  leave  was  given  by 
the  common,  council,  to  caufe  a  gate  to  be  hung,  and 
the  way  to  be  paved  from  the  gate,  to  the  faid  high- 
way, upon  Mr.  Ord,  of  Fenham,  paying  annually  one 
fliilling.  This,  and  other  flmilar  grants,  gave  great 
offence  to  the  burgefTes,  and  produced  hot  and  fierce 
Contention  in  the  public  meetings. 

In  the  year  1747,  the  turnpike-road,  over  the 
Town -moor,  on  the  way  leading  to  Morpeth,  was  be- 
gun by  the  corporation,  at  their  own  expcnce.  It 
was  in  the  form  of  a  large  caufeway,  eleven  yards  in 
breadth,  well  paved  with  whinftones,  and  was  com- 
pleted in  the  year  1 749 ;  William  Joyce,  furvcyor. 
That  from  Callow  gate  to  Weft  Cowgate,  was  made 
anno  1753. 

Newcaftle  has  not,  like  towns  of  lefs  confequcnce 
and  opulence,  affeded  taking  the  lead  in  falhionablc 
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amufements.  Horfe-races,  which  at  prefent  are  aa-^ 
noally  run  upon  the  Town-moor,  appear  formerly  to 
have  been  run  upon  Killingworth-moor,  in  the  vicu 
nity  of  that  town.  But,  by  an  aft  of  common-coun- 
cil, a  race-ground  was  formed,  on  the  Town-moor ; 
and  in  the  year  1 756,  another  order,  by  the  fame  au- 
thority, was  given,  for  feventy-five  pounds  to  be  laid 
out  towards  putting  the  race-ground  in  good  condi- 
tion. The  courfe  is  two  miles  in  circumference,  and 
is  excellently  calculated  for  that  amufcraent. 

But  as  the  races  always  take  place  in  June,  and 
about  the  fummer  folftice,  it  frequently  happens  to 
be  rainy  weather ;  luckily  for  viduallers,  but  luck- 
k&  indeed  for  pedeftrian  fpedtators,  who  are  often 
completely  drenched. 

This  year,  1801,  the  races  at  Newcaftle  were  at- 
tended by  the  greateft  number  of  running  horfes 
ever  known  north  of  Newmarket  and  York ;  near 
fifty  being  entered  for  the  various  fweepftakes,  plates, 
and  matches,  during  the  week. 

Adjacent  to  the  ftarting-poft,  Mr.  Loftus  has 
ereded  an  elegant  edifice,  two  (lories  high,  now 
called  the  Grand  Standi  which,  being  built  of  ftone^ 
prefents  a  very  ftriking  appearance.  It  is  intended, 
not  merely  as  a  place  of  accommodation  for  fpedtators 
at  the  races,  but  as  a  public  tavern  during  the  fum- 
mer feafon,  being  handfomely  furnifhed  and  fitted 
up  for  that  purpofe.  The  external  afpeft  of  the 
building  is  equal  to  that  of  any  gentleman's  manfion 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  from  the  galleries  on  its 
roof  the  fpedtators  command  a  view  nearly  all  round 
the  courfe. 

The  firft  king's  purfe  of  an  hundred  guineas,  run 
far  upon  the  Town%moor,  was  won  by  a  horfe  caHed 
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Cato,  the  property  of  George  Bowes,  Efq.  June  5th, 
«753. 

NUN'S  MOOR. 

This  large  trad  lies  between  the  thorn-bufli 
and  the  hedge  that  feparates  it  from  the  grounds 
of  Kenton.  Richard  I.  confirmed  to  St.  Mary's 
and  the  nuns  of  St.  Bartholomew,  the  lands  which 
had  been  granted  them  by  Afelack,  the  foun- 
der  of  that  hofpital.  The  land,  from  its  becoming 
the  property  of  thefe  nuns,  got  the  narae  of  Nun's 
Field,  or  Nun's  Moor.  In  the  fourth  year  of  Henry 
VIII.  Dame  Joan,  priorefs  of  the  monaftery  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  and  the  convent  of  the  fame,  granted 
a  leafe  of  the  Nun's  Moor  for  one  hundred  years,  at 
the  annual  rent  of  twenty-three  (hillings  and  four* 
pence,  to  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  Newcaftle. 

After  the  diflblution  of  the  aforefaid  monaftery,  it 
became  the  property,  by  royal  grants,  of  feveral  gen- 
tlemen ;  and,  in  the  year  1651,  it  was  purchafed  from 
Mr.  Charles  Brandling,  of  Gatefhead,  by  the  corpo. 
ration  of  Newcaftle,  who  have  annexed  it  to  the 
Town-moor. 

Thus  this  vaft  extent  of  uncultivated  land  generally 
named  the  Town-moor  has  been  conveyed  down  from 
time  immemorial  to  the  free  burgeffes  of  Newcaftle, 
to  this  day,  and  who  conlider  it  not  only  as  the 
moft  fiibftantial  mark  oi  the  paternal  regard  of  their 
forefathers  for  the  real  interefts  of  their  pofterity,  but 
alfo,  as  it  conftitutes  the  moft  unalienable,  fo  it  is 
the  moft  valuable  of  their  franchifes  and  property, 
as  burgeiles  and  freemen  ! 

The  value  of  lands,  however,  continually  rifing, 
and  it  being  well  known  that  the  feams  of  coal  ia 

the 
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the  Town-moor  might,  if  wrought,  be  of  prodigious 
value,  that  exteniivc  trad  of  ground  became,  a  few 
years  fince,  an  objedl  of  general  attention,  both  on 
account  of  the  improveablenefs  of  its  foil,  and  of  the 
valuable  minerals  which  it  contains. 

From  motives  which  we  do  not  pretend  to  be  ac- 
quainted with,  the  common-council  inferted  an  ad- 
vertifement  in  the  Newcaftle  Courant,  December  31, 
1771,  intimating  that  that  part  of  the  Town-moor 
lying  on  the  weftern  turnpike  road,  from  Gallowgate 
quarry  to  the  Weft  Cowgate,  containing  about  eighty- 
nine  acres,  was  to  .be  let,  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
cultivated  and  improved.  Such  was  the  tenor  of 
this  memorable  advertifement. 

We  (hall  give  the  fentiments  of  Mr.  Brand  upon 
this  tranfaftion,— — "  This  matter  (fays  that  hifto- 
rian)  occafioned  a  violent  difpute  between  the  mayor 
and  common-council,  and  fome  of  the  burgefles. 
Serjeant  Glynn,  recorder  of  London,  was  invited 
down  to  Newcattle,  on  behalf  of  the  burgefles  in  this 
affair;  and  by  his  mediation  at  the  aflizes,  Auguft 
10,  1773,  it  was  agreed  that  the  leafing  of  the  Town- 
moor  Ihould  be  fettled  by  adt  of  parliament.  The 
burgeffes  (adds  he)  in  the  oppolition  called  the 
agreement  made  on  this  occafion  a  vidtory,  and  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  delegates  fronv^ch  com- 
pany to  carry  on  the  heads  of  a  h^i  to  be  prefented 
to  parliament,  in  the  adjufting  of  which  they  had 
no  fmall  altercation  with  the  magiftrates.  The  adt 
pafled  for  this  purpofe  A.  D.  1774,  14  Geo.  Ill/' — 
Brand*!  Hi/l.  vol.  i .  p.  436. 

The  fentence  of  the  court  was  in  the  following 

terms. 

Y  Town 
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Town  and  County  of  Newcafile  upon  Tjrn^yl       At  the  aflizes  held 
and  County  of  the  fume  Town.  J  ^^  ^^  Guildhall  of  the 

faid  town,  in  and  for  the  faid  town  and  county  of  the  fame* 
on  Saturday  the  7th  day  of  Auguft,  13  of  Geo.  Ill,  &c.  be- 
fore the  hon.  Sir  Henry  Gould,  knight,  one  of  the  juftices 
of  his  majefty's  court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  the  hon.  Sir 
William  Blackftone,  knight,  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  fame 
court,  two  of  his  majefty's  juftices  afCgned  to  take  the 
afUzes  according  to  the  flatute,  &c. 

Hopper  ^erfus  1      It  is  ordered  by  the  confent  of  £iid  parties* 
Baylts  £ff  aJks,  3  their  counfel  and  attomies,  that  the  laft  juror  of 
the  jury  empannelled  and  fwom  in  this  caufe  fhall  be  withdrawn 
from  the  pannel ;  and  by  the  like  confent,  and  by  the  confent  of 
William  Gibfon,  Efq.  town-clerk  of  Newcaftle  aforefaid,  on  be- 
half of  the  common-council  aforefaid,  &c.  it  is  agreed  and  or- 
dered, that  an  application  (ball  be  made  for  an  ad  of  parliament 
to  eftabUni  forever  to  refident  freemen,  and  the  refident  widows 
of  deceased  freemen  of  the  town  of  Newcadle  aforefaid,  the  full 
light  and  benefit  to  the  herbage  of  the  Town-moor  for  two  milk 
cows,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  ufed,  fubjed  to  fuch 
rcftridlions  and  regulations  as  ihall  be  judged  neceffary  for  the 
culture  and  improvement  of  the  common,  and  (hall  be  prefcribed 
in  the  ad,  which  are  to  be  fettled  and  agreed  upon  by  two  per- 
Ibns,  one  to  be  named  by  the  common-council,  and  the  other  by 
the  ftewards  of  the  companies,  or  the  major  part  of  diem.    Such 
two  perfons  to  be  named  before  the  firft  day  of  November  next ; 
and  in  cafe  they  cannot  agree,  they  two  are  to  chufe  a  third  per- 
fon  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  by  agreement,  or  ballot.     And  it 
is  further  ordered,  that  the  rents  to  arife  from  the  leaies  of  parts 
of  the  Town-moor  aforefaid  (which  may  be  made  for  improvixig 
the  common)  (hall  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  poor  freemen* 
and  poor  widows  of  freemen,  in  the  manner  to  be  prefcribed  by' 
the  faid  ad.     And  it  is  alfo  ordered,  that  the  quantity  to  be  in- 
clofed  for  improvement,  at  any  one  period,  (hall  not  exceed  one 
hundred  acres ;  and  that  fuch  rights  (hall  be  reftored  to  die  cor- 
poradon  of  Newca(Ue  as  owners  of  the  foil,  as  they  are  intitled 
unto.     And  it  is  alfo  ordered,  that  the  expenses  of  the  faid  ad, 
and  alfo  the  cods  in  this  adion  of  the  plaintiff,  and  the  cofts  not 
exceeding  300I.  of  the  defendants^  (hall  be  paid  out  of  the  public 
revenue  of  the  faid  corporation. 

And 
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And  laftly,  it  is  ordered,  that  all  parties  perforin  this  order, 

and  that  this  order  Hiiill  be  made  a  rule  of  his  majeftj's  court 

•f  Common  Pleas,  if  the  juftices  of  faid  court  fliall  fo  pleafe. 

By  the  court, 

.  RIGGE. 

**  In  commemoration  of  this  event,"  fays  Brand, 
•*  and  as  a  reward  to  the  above  committee,  who 
conduced  the  caufe  of  the  burgeffes,  the  members 
thereof  were  unanimoufly  prefentcd  with  the  free^ 
dom  of  feveral  of  the  companies.  That  of  the  Tay- 
lors prefented  each  of  the  committee  with  a  gold 
ring,  in  the  fignet  of  each  of  which,  under  a  cryflal, 
was  reprefented  Liberty  ftepping  out  of  her  temple, 
with  a  label  proceeding  from  her  mouth,  infcribed 
'*  Town-moor  faved  Auguji  lOth,  1773."  On  the  in- 
fide,  ••  Concordia  parva  res  crefcunt ;"  *'  By  concord 
finall  things  encreafey      Round   the   inner  verge, 

•*  Taylor's  Comp.  to *'  (naming  each  member). 

And  round  the  outer  verge  this  motto  :  "  Vox  populi^ 
vox  Dei  :**  "  The  voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of 
Godr 

Such  is  the  account  given  by  Mr.  Brand  of  this 
famous  trial,  the  happy  effeds  of  which,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  be  enjoyed  by  all  parties  to  the  remoteft 
ages. 

But,  as  that  hiftorian  was,  and  dill  continues  to 
be,  charged  with  courtly  partiality  towards  thofe  in 
power,  (although  his  hiltory  occafioned  the  hcavieft 
blow  being  given  to  the  corporation  that  it  ever  re- 
ceived fince  its  exiftence)  we  fhall  fubjoin  another 
account  of  that  caufe,  and  the  iflue  of  it,  by  one  of 
the  moil  enlightened  burgeffes,  who  was  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  whole  procedure,  and  was  an 
cyc-witnefs  to  the  caufe  in  every  ftage  of  its  pro- 

Y  z  grefs ; 


1^1  Impartial  ^ittorp  of 


grefs;  and  alfo  the  fubftance  of  the  adl  of  parlia- 
ment, which  Mr.  Brand  has  not  inferted  in  his  hif- 
tory. 

"  Mr.  Brand,  fpeaking  of  the  advertifement  frr 
letting  part  of  the  moor,  fays,  '  a  fimilar  defign  had 
been  in  agitation  fomc  time  before,  but  was  fet  afide 
by  the  mayor  and  common-council,  as  impraftica- 
ble.'  Happy  would  it  have  been  (adds  our  anony- 
mous author)  had  they  continued  in  that  opinion. 
This,  however,  they  altered,  and  aftually  let  the 
premifes  to  one  Hopper,  a  quaker,  for  a  term  of 
years.  The  burgefles,  deeming  this  an  illegal  aft, 
took  the  advice  of  able  counfel  in  London,  who  re- 
commended them  to  commit  a  trefpafs  upon  the 
alterations  made  by  Hopper,  wliich  they  did,  by 
breaking  down  the  hedge  incU.linii;  the  field  then 
growing  corn,  and  turning  their  own  cattle  into  the 
inclofure.  On  this,  im  action  was  brought  againft 
certain  of  the  burgefles  for  the  trefpafs,  beiore  judge 
Gould,  at  the  aflizes  held  at  Novcallle,  anno  1773. 
Serjeant  Glynn,  then  recorder  of  London,  and  mem- 
ber of  parliament  for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  was 
retained  by  the  burgeflTes,  or  rather  benevolently 
came  to  free  them  from  their  oppreflbrs. 

**  The  caufe  was  opened  by  counfellor  Wallace, 
(afterwards  attorney-general)  on  behalf  of  the  profe* 
cution.  Serjeant  Glynn  admitted  the  trefpafs,  and 
claimed  the  right  of  pleading  to  the  cuftom,  which 
being  allowed,  he  proved  by  the  charter  of  king 
John,  confirmed  by  Edward  IIL  and  other  fucceed- 
ing  monarchs  of  England,  to  the  town  of  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne,  that  the  Town- moor  had  been  unalien- 
ably  granted  to  the  burgefles  of  Newcaftle,  and  their 
fucceflTors,  forever,    under  a  certain  fee-farm  rent, 
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paid  by  them  to  the  crown  previous  to  the  reign  of 
king  John,  which  Edward  III.  had  fully  confirmed, 
with  the  farther  privilege  of  digging  coals,  ftones, 
mines,  minerals,  &c.  therein,  to  their  own  ufe  and 
benefit,  without  any  lett  or  hindrance,  from  him,  his 
heirs,  and  fucceffors ;  and  alio  of  the  later  cuftom  of 
the  refident  burgefles,  and  the  refident  widows  of 
burgefles,  depafturing  their  milk-cows  thereon,  un- 
der certain  regulations  for  the  benefit  of  the  general 
paftarage.    This  the  learned  counfel  demonftrated  in 
fuch  a  full,  explicit,  and  impreflive  manner,  to  the 
fatisfaftion  of  a  numerous  audience,  that  when  he 
had  clofed  his  eloquent  defence,  and  counfellor  Wal- 
lace was  aflced  if  he  did  not  mean  to  make  a  reply, 
the  latter  returned  this  memorable   anfwer :    '  How 
can  I  reply  P  He  has  pounded  me  in  a  common^  and  I 
cannot  get  out.*     This  is  what  Mr.  Brand  calls  the 
*  Serjeanfs  mediation.*     But  it  w^as  manifeft  to  every 
one  prefent,  that  the  corporation  had  not  a  fingle 
foot  to  (land  on  in  fupport  of  their  claim  of  a  right 
to  let  the  moor,  which  was  what  they  contended  for ; 
nor  could  fuch  of  the  magiftrates  as  were  called  upon 
give  any  fatisfaftory  anfwers  to  the  queftions  put  to 
them,  but  fecmed  to  be  all  entirely  difconcerted :  one 
indeed  was  fo  completely  at  a  lofs,  that  he  defirtd 
permiffion  of  the  court  to  go  home  to  obtain  fome 
minutes  to  refrefh  his  memory,  which  was  granted ; 
but  the  bufinefs  was  compromifed  by  agreement  be- 
fore his  return,  by  withdrawing  a  juror,  the  corpo- 
ration agreeing  to  pay   every  expence,    and  that 
aUo  of  obtaining  an  adl  of  parliament  for  a  perma* 
nent  fettlement  of  the  bufinefs. 

"  The  fubllance  of  the  aft  obtained  in  confequence 
of  the  yerdift  palled  at  the  ailizes  was,  that  the  di- 
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reclion  of  the  p'refcribed  management  of  the  tillage 
was  veiled  in  the  ftewards  of  the  incorporated  com- 
panies,  who  receive  and  diftribute  the  profits  arifing 
therefrom,  as  the  ad  diredls.  That  part,  weft  of  the 
weft  turnpike,  which  had  been  let  to  Mr.  Hopper, 
with  a  parcel  of  ground  to  the  eaftward  thereof,  ma- 
king together  an  hundred  acres,  was  publicly  let  in 
the  Guildhall,  according  to  the  new  ad  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  to  Mr.  Richard  Chambers,  tanner,  for  feven 
years,  at  fo  much  per  acre. 

'*  Another  parcel  of  equal  fpace  was  next  let  to 
Mr  Coulfon  of  Jefmond,  for  the  like  term,  and  at  a 
fixed  rate  per  acre.  But  a  difpute  arifing  between 
the  leftbrs  and  lefiee,  relative  to  the  mode  of  cultL 
vation,  it  was  terminated  by  a  trial  at  the  affixes, 
when  the  leffors,  who  were  the  profecutors,  obtained 
a  verdidl  with  damages.  After  this,  it  being  con- 
ceived that  the  beft  means  to  effect  the  real  improve- 
ment of  the  Toil  of  the  moor,  would  be  to  let  the 
leafes  upon  very  low  terms ;  and  that  part  of  the 
Nun's  Moor,  next  to  Hall's  Gate,  was  then  let  at  the 
very  low  rate  of  one  Ihilling  per  acre,  which  had  the 
defired  efFeft;  the  land  having  had  great  jufticc 
done  to  it,  the  tenant  reaped  an  ample  reward  for 
his  induftry. 

*'  In  the  year  1796,  another  hundred  acres  were  let 
to  Mr.  Ralph  Watfon  of  the  Cuftoms,  and  others,  at 
different  prices  per  acre,  according  to  the  value  of 
the  land,  and  its  quality. 

'*  The  committee  of  ftewards  having  employed  the 
money  obtained  as  damages  of  Mr.  Coulfon  to  the 
improvement  of  the  common  in  general,  it  is  now 
in  a  better  ftate  than  ever  it  was  known  to  be  be- 
fore ;  and  it  is  but  jufiice  to  fay,  that  they  have  paid 

the 
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the  ftridcft  attention  to  the  advancement  thereof, 
and  that  tbeir  care  has  been  amplj  recompenfed. 

«  Since  the  obtaining  the  above  aft  of  parliament, 
the  ftewatds  of  the  different  companies  have  formed 
themfelves  into  a  kind  of  aflbciated  body,  to  watch 
over  the  Town-moor,  and  the  rights  of  the  burgefles 
at  large ;  for  which  purpofe  they  appoint  an  annual 
committee,  who  eled:  a  chairman ;  which  committee 
affemblc  the  whole  body  of  Rewards  occafionally, 
under  the  penalty  of  a  fine  for  non-attendance,  St-c* 
The  different  ftevvards  take  the  fenfe  of  their  compa- 
nies on  any  matter  of  public  import,  and  report  the 
iame  at  the  next  appointed  meeting  of  ftewai'ds, 
when  the  bufinefs  is  fettled  according  to  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  prefent,  who  arc  to  vote  agreeable  to 
the  diredion  of  the  company  whom  they  reprefent. 
Certain  it  is,  that  this  body  of  men,  although  un« 
authorifed  by  either  law  or  charter  to  aft  as  a  body, 
except  in  the  particular  inftances  pointed  out  by  the 
aft  for  the  improvement  of  the  common,  ^  have  yet, 
by  their  prudent  conduft  and  fteady  attention  to  the 
rights  and  interefls  df  the  burgeffes  in  general,  ob- 
tained the  confidence  of  the  companies  and  refident 
freemen,  who  look  upon  them  as  a  kind  of  third 
eftate,  or  intermediate  body  between  the  magiftracy, 
the  common-council,  and  the  community  of  bur- 
gqffes  at  large ;  and  they  will  continue  to  be  refpeft^ 
ed  fo  long  as  they  make  no  attempt  in  public  affairs, 
of  the  church  or  ilate.     One  thing  is  obvious,  that 
it  certainly  would  render  the  feveral  companies  more 
truly  refpeftable,  were  they  to  confider  how  much  it 
is  their  intereft  to  eleft  the  moil  prudent  and  dif- 
creet  of  their  refpeftive  brotherhoods  to  reprefent 
them  as  ftewards,  not  only  at  thofe  meetings  which 

more 
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more  immediately  concern  their  own  pecuniary  wel- 
fare, but  at  fuch  alfo  which  may  be  of  a  more  pub- 
lic nature." 

The  fame  able  and  well-informed  burgcfs,  lately 
deceafed,  goes  on  to  obferve  : — 

•*  The  Castle-Leazes  continues  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  purpofes  of  depafturing  the  milch-cows  of  re- 
fident  burgefles  and  refident  widows,  and  it  is  for 
that  reafon  annually '  hained^  or  kept  from  pafturing 
thereupon,  till  the  grafs  becomes  full  of  nourifhment 
and  juice, 

"  There  is  certainly  a  want  of  agricultural  aiBft« 
ance  to  render  this  valuable  large  tradl  of  ground  as 
prolific  as  it  might,  and  indeed  ought,  to  be ;  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  the  public  attention*  >aull  be  (hortly 
called  thereto,  particularly  as  the  moor  is  now  in 
fuch  an  improved  (late,  that  the  Leazes  may  in  a 
little  time  be  difpenfed  with,  and  appropriated  to 
fuch  a  courfe  of  regular  cultivation,  as  may  tend  to 
improve  the  pafturage  to  a  high  degree.  The  Nun*s- 
Moor,  as  has  been  obferved,  was  laid  down  from  till- 
age for  pafture,  and  is  now  in  the  moil  excellent 
condition. 

*'  But  flie  greateft  advantage  which  ever  poffibly 
could  accrue  to  the  burgefles  of  Newcaftle,  from  the 
Town-Moor,  or  the  Caftle-Leazes,  would  arife  from 
working  that  valuable  feam  of  main-coal  which  lies 
under  its  furface,  and  which,  the  public  fays,  is  of 
the  very  bed  quality  of  that  mineral.  This  right, 
the  late  adt  has  clearly  afcertained  to  be  veiled  in 
the  burgeflTes  at  large,  and  which,  by  their  charter 
of  the  31(1  of  Edward  III.  is  put  beyond  all  difpute. 

**  But  fuch  is,  and  perhaps  ever  has  been,-  the  jea- 
loufy  reigning  between  the  governing  and  the  go- 
verned 
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verned  party,  that  it  can  never  be  fuppofed  to  be 
brought  about,  but  under  the  diredion  of  an  adl  of 
parliament,  by  which  it  might  be  fettled  that  the 
nett  profits  arifing  from  fuch  an  undertaking  were 
folely  to  be  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  old  and 
decayed  burgeffe^,   their  widows,  children,  or  or- 
phans, under  the  management  of  a  committee,  to 
be  annually  chofen  from  the  feveral  companies ;  of 
which  tommittee  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  (heriflf, 
for  the  time  being,  always  to  be  three ;  to  a6l  totally 
independent  of  the  body  corporate,  under  certain 
determinate  rules  and  regulations,   It  might  perhaps 
be  good  policy  to  give  the  preference  to  fuch  appli- 
cants for  the  benefit  to  be  beftowed  on  indigence, 
who  are  themfelves,  or  whofe  hufbands  or  fathers 
were  members  of  fome  of  the  incorporated  compa- 
nies.    This  meafure  would  render  the  franchifes  of 
the   companies  more  defirable,    and  confequently 
make  the  feveral  brotherhoods  more  numerous  and 
rcfpedable. 

'*  The  prodigious  advantage  that  would  certainly 
refult  to  the  community  at  large,  from  fuch  a  mea- 
fure being  adopted,  is  almoft  inconceivable.  What 
foundations  for  alleviating  and  relieving  the  nccefli- 
ties  and  didrefles  of  human  nature  might  not  be  ex- 
peded  to  arife  from  fuch  a  regulution,  when  di reded 
by  a  juft  and  prudent  adminillration  !  Happy  the 
charader,  who  may  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  prove  the 
means  of  bringing  about  fuch  an  arrangement;  which 
certainly  might  be  effcded  without  any  depreciation 
of  the  revenues  of  the  corporation,  and  would  be  an 
afylum  for  indigence  and  diftrefs,  for  a  long,  a  very 
long  courfe  of  years  I  But  this  defirable  event  is 
not  to  be  expedjed  till  the  narrow  policy  of  the  go- 
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verning  part,  of  indeed  all  corporate  bodies,  Ihall 
give  place  to  ideas  more  liberal  and  humane.  Then 
this,  and  many  more  generous  appropriations  of 
[public  revenues,  which  were  ever  intended,  when 
granted,  to  be  for  public  benefit.—thpn,  and  not 
till  then,  will  be  brought  forward,  and  fuccefsfully 
adopted." 

Such  are  the  obfervations  of  this  late  enlijjhtened 
and  patriotic  burgefs,  left  in  fair  autograph,  inter- 
leaving a  copy  of  Mr.  Bourne's  Hiftory  of  Newcaftle, 
and  for  which  we  ftand  fo  juftly  indebted  to  his 
memory.  They  are  fo  lucid,  fo  impreffive  on  this 
remarkable  part  of  the  Hiftory  of  Newcaftle,  that 
they  have  only  to  be  read,  in  order  to  be  felt. 

In  this  town  and  its  vicinity,  the  public  mind,  at 
the  above  period,  was  agitated  in  the  extreme,  and 
party  fpirit  ran  high  among  all  claffes,  efpecialJy  be- 
tween the  abettors  of  the  magiftrates  and  thofe  of 
the  freemen.  Some  of  the  former  boldly  aflerted, 
that  the  deciiions  of  the  court  fubftantiated  all  the 
claims  of  the  governing  party,  as  they  were  declared 
lords  of  the  foil,  &c.  while  the  more  moderate  and 
virtuous  part  of  the  corporation  confefled  that  the 
decifion  met  their  warmeft  approbation,  as  thereby 
the  indigent  burgefles,  widows,  and  orphans,  had 
now  a  legal  claim  upon  the  produdtion  both  of  the 
furface  and  minerals  of  that  vaft  trad  of  ground, 
left  them  as  an  inheritance  by  their  forefathers,  by 
which  they  would  not  only  ceafe  to  be  a  parochial 
burthen,  but,  by  prudent  adminiftration,  they  might 
enjoy  the  fweets,  if  not  of  an  opulent,  at  Icaft  of  an 
eafy  independence,  in  the  advanced  or  helplefs  pe- 
riod of  their  lives. 

On 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  exultation  of  the  freemen 
was  almoft  boundlefs  on  this  importamt  occafion  ;  and 
they  gave  full  vent  to  their  refentment,  in  terms  the 
mod  exafperating  and  acrimonious.  They  declared 
openly,  that  they  had  been  too  long  fubjedled  to  the 
*•  infolence  of  office^  and  that  now,  by  the  powerful 
influence  of  an  incomparable  counfel,  the  clear  dif- 
cernment  of  an  impartial  jury,  and  the  firmncfs  of 
an  upright  and  enlightened  judge,  they  had  efcaped 
from  the  fangs  of  an  unprincipled,  avaricious  junto, 
who  meant  to  rob  them  and  their  helplefs  widows 
and  orphans,  firft  of  the  produ6l  of  tlie  furface,  and 
then  of  the  minerals  in  the  bowels  of  their  paternal 
inheritance.  Thefe  fentiments  were  echoed,  not 
only  in  every  place  of  public  concourfe,  but  were 
conveyed  in  pamphlets,  farcaftic  lampoons,  Freeineris 
CatecbifmSf  Freemen*s  Magazines^  and  fuch  other 
compofitions,  highly  calculated  to  irritate  and  in- 
flame the  public  mind ;  and  although  the  impetuo- 
fity  of  tumultuous  commotion  gradually  fublided, 
yet  the  effedts  of  it  were  long  felt  afterwards.  One 
prominent  character,  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  in  this 
violent  ftruggle  for  power  and  domination  on  the 
one  hand,  and  refiftance  crowned  with  fuccefs  on 
the  other,  fuffered  feverely  ;  and  from  the  expref- 
fions  of  the  mod  contumelious  contempt  which  he 
daily  experienced  from  the  undifcriminating  multi- 
tude, his  mind  was,  no  doubt,  agitated  with  the 
keeneft  and  mofl  agonizing  fenfations ;  which  indeed 
were  afcribed  by  his  friends  as  the  means  of  fhorten- 
ing  his  ufeful  life.  All  his  unceafing  ads  of  benefi- 
cence, his  courtly  and  winning  deportment,  his  affa- 
bility and  condefcenfion, — all  were  forgot !  and  it 
was  fuppofed,  that  defigning  men,  taking  the  advan* 
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tage  of  Sir  Walter*s  popularity  and  love  of  power,  by 
the  long  habit  of  his  leading  influence  in  the  corpo- 
ration, artfully  placed  that  gentleman  in  the  front  of 
the  conteft,  and  fo  expofed  him  to  the  whole  pref- 
fure  of  oppofition  and  popular  refentment. 

Another  embittering  circumftance  befel  that  once 
defervedly  popular  charader  in  the  year  1774.    Up- 
on the  diflblution  of  the  parliament,  Mr.  Ridley  re- 
figning  his  feat,  an  oppofition  took  place  to  Sir  Wal- 
ter Blackett,  long  one  of  the  members  for  Newcaftle, 
and  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridlev,  who  had  become 
a  candidate  to  fucceed  his  father.     A  number  of  the 
mofl:  fpirited  and  adtive  free  burgeflcs  invited  the 
honourable  Conftantine  John  Phipps,  a  captain  in 
the  royal  navy,  and  Thomas  Delaval,  Efq.  brother 
of  Sir  John  (now  Lord)  Delaval,  to  ftand  candidates 
for  the  reprefentation  of  Newcaftle  in  Parliament. 
Sir  Walter  once  more  took  the  field,  and,  accompa- 
nied by  the  young  baronet,  Sir  Matthew,  fecured  in 
their  canvafs  a  great  majority  of  voters,  who  com- 
pletely triumphed  over  their  competitors.     Yet  this 
vidory  was  not  obtained  by  Sir  Walter  without  be- 
ing hourly  expofed  to  all  the  virulence  of  the  mod 
rancorous  oppofition,  and  terms  of  the  mod  marked 
and  infufTerable  contempt.     On  this  occafion,  and 
in  the  ferment  of  popular  commotion,  the  affair  of 
the  Town-moor  was  not  forgot.      That  veteran  in 
eledioneering  bufinefs  had  the  mortification  to  fee 
many  burgefles  under  the  banners  of  the  popular 
candidates  whom   he  little  expefled.  and  fome  of 
whom  he  had  ferved  in  the  moft  fubflantial  manner. 
To  confummate  his  chagrin,  he  found  it  was  the  ge- 
neral wilh  that  he  fhould  decline  the  conteft,  and 
refign  the-  reprefentation  into  younger  and  more  vi- 
gorous 
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gorous  hands ;  and  however  attached  the  great  body 
of  the  burgefles  were  to  bis  intercfts,  yet  he  per- 
ceived that  a  figh  of  regret  efcaped  from  their  breads 
upon  the  event  of  their  being  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  having  fo  able  a  reprefentative  as  captain 
Phipps  joined  Vi^ith  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  the 
two  gentlemen  whom  all  parties  fecretly  wifhed  in 
the  reprefentation  ;  nor  could  the  burgefles  of  New- 
caille  have  poifibly  made  a  better  and  more  .fuitable 
choice.  Both  gentlemen  young,  popular,  of  grace- 
ful figures,  and  well  conne<fled.  The  former,  cap- 
tain Phipps,  of  high  birth,  and  a  fplendid  fortune,  of 
the  moft  confummate  profcflional  knowledge  in  ma- 
ritime affairs,  and  who  on  all  occalions  during  his 
canvafs,  and  upon  the  hullings,  declared  his  warmed 
attachment  to  the  befl  interefts  of  NevvcalUe,  and 
ej^ecially  to  the  improvement  of  the  river  Tyne^  which 
be  confidered  as  being  capable  of  becoming  one  of  the 
finejl  rivers  in  the  worlds  but  which  ignorance,  in- 
attention, and  AVARICE,  had  converted  into  what 
be  called  •'  a  cursed  horse-pond  I"  That,  fliould 
he  have  the  fupreme  felicity  of  being  eleded  their 
reprefentative,  ht  would  exert  all  his  influence  with 
the  admiralty,  to  whom  he  was  perfonally  known, 
toproteft,  cherifli,  and  aggrandize  the  important  #nd 
numerous  branches  of  trade  on  the  river  Tyne. — 
Thefe  profeffions  the  candid  and  intelligent  part  of 
the  burgefles  were  fully  convinced  he  would  realize, 
and  therefore  the  lofs  of  having  fuch  a  reprefentative 
as  captain  Phipps  excited  in  them  the  liveliefl  fenfa- 
tions  of  painful  regret. 

The  other  gentleman.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley, 
Was  in  the  vigour  and  bloom  of  youth,  formed  under 
a  father  who  knew  all  the  forms  of  parliamentary 

buflnefsy 


1 82  3[mparttal  Ipiilorp  of 


bufinefs,  and  who  himfelf  knew  all  the  interefts  of 
the  corporation,  was  deeply  concerned  in  the  moft 
fubdantial  branches  of  their  trade  ;  was  of  an  inde- 
pendent fpirit,  and  could  exprefs  his  fentiments  with 
firmnefs  and  animation,  which  he  has  realized  in  his 
whole  parliamentary  condud,  while  he  daily  rifes  in 
the  efteem  and  affedion  of  his  conftituents. 

Such  was  the  refult  of  the  folemn  trial  refpeding 
the  Town-moor,  with  fome  of  the  advantageous  ef- 
fects that  have  accrued,  or  may  ilill  follow,  in  confe* 
quence  of  the  clear  and  explicit  a£l  of  parliament^ 
that  has  precluded  the  poflibility  of  future  difputes 
on  that  important  branch  of  the  franchifes  of  th^ 
Newcaftle  burgefles.  We  have  intentionally  been 
the  more  full  upon  this,  as,  from  the  rapid  progrefs 
which  agriculture  is  making,  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  the  fame  fpirit  may  ftimulate  the  commit- 
tee empowered  to  let  and  cultivate  this  large  piece 
of  ground,  and  fo  raife  its  value  threefold  to  what  it 
has  ever  yet  been.  And  while  this  numerous  body 
fee  fome  of  their  privileges,  which  they  accounted 
exclufive,  daily  frittering  away,  they  may  with  con- 
fidence look  to  the  fruits  of  the  improvement  of  the 
Town-moor^  as  a  fubftantial  refource  to  themfelves 
in  ^vanced  life,  and  to  their  widows  and  orphans, 
when  they  themfelves  (hall  have  ceafed  to  a6l  upon 
the  ftage  of  human  affairs. 

From  curforily  taking  a  view  of  the  ftreets  and 
private  buildings  ;  and  having  traced  the  outlines  or 
boundaries  of  the  lands  and  property  of  the  freemen 
of  Newcaftle,  of  more  extent  and  value  than  that 
pofleffed  by  any  other  (ingle  town  or  corporation  in 
the  kingdom,  London  alone  excepted  ;  we  (hall  now 
proceed  to  defcribe  the  public  buildings. 

PUBLIC 
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PUBLIC    BUILDINGS. 


The  CASTLE; 

In  this  large  emporium  of  trade,  adorned  with  fpa- 
cious  (Ireets,  and  numerous  elegant  buildings,  the  eye 
of  humanity  is  pained  to  behold,  nearly  in  its  centre, 
the  remains  of  a  once  formidable  fortrefs,  now  a  loath- 
forae  gaol  for  the  county  prifoners ;  on  its  walls  a 
large  prifon,  and  in  its  precinds  the  gallows  I— 
Whether  exemplary  punijbment  is  neceflary,  or  to  be 
preferred  to  exemplary  reformation^  in  this  place  we 
muft  not  difcufs;  but  we  would  afk  merely,  Whether 
the  world  can  be  better  warned  by  a  body  in  gibbets, 
or  even  the  fufpenfion  till  death  of  a  fellow-being, 
than  by  the  aftive  virtues  of  a  once  mifguided,  but 
now  enlightened  underftanding  ?  The  gibbet  will 
remain  an  objedt  of  terror  to  the  traveller,  who  dreads 
being  robbed  and  murdered,  but  an  incitement  to 
defpair  in  the  mind  of  the  murderer  I  Experience 
indeed  proves  the  truth  of  the  affirmative.  In  many 
of  the  prifons  of  America,  (Philadelphia,  &c.)  where 
capital  punifhment  is  entirely  done  away,  and  thofe 
confined  made  to  work,  or  no  food  given  them^  a  ca- 
pital crime  is  rarely  to  be  met  with.  In  England, 
and  fome  neighbouring  countries,  where  punifhment 
is  fo  very  frequently  had  recourfe  to,  crime  increafes 
in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of  feverity.  The  end 
propqfed  in  punifhment,  we  will  only  add,  ought  to 
be,  the  correftion  of  the  guilty,  and  fhould  include 

the  means  of  amendment. 

The 


1 84  3[inimttia(  Q^taore  of 


This  once  famous  Caftle  ftands  on  an  eminence, 
and  was  built,  not  only  with  the  defign  of  repelling 
the  invafions  of  foreign  foes,  but  of  keeping  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  and  country  in  a  ftate  of  terror 
and  fubjedtion.  It  ftill  fcems  to  frown  defiance,  and 
throw  a  kind  of  horrific  lour  at  the  peaceable  paflen- 
ger  walking  along  the  ftreets. 

This  fortrefs,  in  ancient  times,  commanded  the 
principal  entrance  from  the  fouth,  and  was  encom* 
palled  with  two  walls,  of  great  ftrength  and  height. 
In  the  exterior  wall  were  four  gates ;  one  large,  with 
two  portcullifes  :  the  ground  within  this  outer  wall 
meafured  three  acres  and  one  rood.  But  let  us  be 
a  little  more  particular  in  defcribing  this  ancient 
Caftle,  which  gave  a  name  to  the  town,  and  not 
the  town  to  the  Caftle. 

The  date  of  its  firft  founding,  and  of  its  being  com- 
pleted, is  not  agreed  on  by  hiftorians.  But  the  mod 
corre<^  and  authentic  fix  the  period  of  the  commence* 
ment  of  its  being  built  in  the  year  10791  and  finiihed 
about  three  years  after  that  date. 

But  fcarcely  any  one  has  doubted,  that  this  mighty 
work  was  undertaken  under  the  aufpices  of  William 
the  Norman,  conqueror  of  England^  and  by  the  im- 
mediate diredion  of  his  eldeft  fon,  Robert,  furnamed 
Curthofe.  It  has  already  been  flightly  obferred, 
when  we  treated  of  the  origin  of  the  name  of  New- 
caftle,  that  the  occafion  of  building  this  ftrong  place 
was,  to  keep  his  troops  employed,  and  likewife  to 
ferve  as  an  impregnable  barrier  againft  any  future 
hoftile  vifit  from  their  Caledonian  neighbours.  This 
laft  purpofe  it  fully  anfwered,  as,  during  the  revolu- 
tion of  hundreds  of  years,  it  feldom  or  ever  was  taken 
by  an  invading  foe. 

Its 
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Its  name  of  "Newcaftle'Mvould  feem  to  convey 
an  idea,  that  it  had  been  built  on  the  lite  of  fome 
former  place  of  ftrengtb,  from  which,  by  contradif- 
tindion,  it  derived  a  name  that  extended  afterward 
to  the  adjacent  town,  and  which  it  retains  to  this  day. 

The  Milbank  MS.  tells  us,  "that  this  Mewcaftle 
may  be  diftinguilhc^d  from  the  old  one,  that  is,  the 
Round  Tower,  lince  called  the  Half-moon  Battery  ; 
which  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  Roman  fortrefs,  to 
command  the  pafs  of  the  bridge  over  the  river  Tync, 
built  by  the  emperor  Hadrian,  and  which  gave  its 
name  to  the  Roman  ftation,  that  is.  Pons  iElii." 

But  the  ftrengtb  of  this  mighty  fortrefs  was  put 
to  the  proof  almoft  as  foon  as  its  works  were  com- 
pleted. Rebellion  is  moft  frequently  the  effed  of 
tyranny  and  oppreffion  ;  and  the  Norman  family, 
the  conqueror  and  his  fons,  employed  no  methods  to 
gain  the  aSeftions  of  his  vanquilhed  fubjeds ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  in  order  to  break  their  fpirits,  and 
extinguifli  every  fpark  of  fenfe  of  their  priftine  great- 
nefs  and  independence,  exercifed  the  moft  brutal 
and  oppreflive  tyranny.  Whether  this  was  the  cafe 
with  refpedl  to  earl  Mowbray  is  what  hiftory  does 
not  inform  us.  But  it  is  certain,  that  this  powerful 
nobleman  raifed  the  ftandard  of  rebellion  againft  Wil- 
liam Rufus,  the  fon  and  fucceffor  of  William  the 
Conqueror,  made  choice  of  this  ftrong  Caftle  as 
a  place  of  arms,  and  filled  it  with  troops.  Rufus, 
who  knew  its  importance,  loft  no  time,  but  with  a 
great  army  marched  againft  the  rebels,  laid  fiege  to 
Newciftle,  and,  in  a  few  days,  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  the  place.  Mowbray  had  found  means  to  efcape, 
and  got  fafe  to  Balmbrough  caftle.  Hither  the  king 
inilantly  diredled  his  march ;  but,  after  a  tedious  and 
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fniitlefs  fiege,  he  converted  it  into  a  blockade,  leaving 
a  powerful  body  of  troops  before  the  Caftle,  in  a  new 
fortrefs,  which  he  termed  (juftly  enough)  Malvoifin, 
*•  bad  neighbour.''  Mowbray  efcaped  a  fecond  time» 
and,  inftead  of  returning  to  Newcaftle,  whither  he 
had  been  invited  by  fome  of  his  faithful  partizans,  he 
thought  a  religious  afylum  would  be  the  mod  eligible, 
and  took  fanftuary  in  the  church  of  St.  Ofwin,  at 
Tynemouth.  But,  alas  !  the  conqueror's  family  paid 
little  refpe<a  to  altars  and  (brines  ;  for  the  furious  fol- 
diers  of  Rufus  dragged  the  unfortunate  Mowbray 
from  the  altar,  and  carried  him  to  a  fortrefs,  in  the 
fouthern  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  where,  after  fuffering 
all  the  hardfhips  of  a  rigorous  captivity,  he  was  igno* 
minioufly  put  to  death. 

This  ftrong  fortrefs  appeared  of  vaft  confequencc, 
not  only  to  the  family  of  William,  but  likewife  to 
fucceeding  monarchs,  for  a  long  courfe  of  centuries* 

King  John,  who  had  a  great  predile6tion  for  New« 
caftle,  fixed  his  refidence  in  it  during  a  coniiderable 
part  of  his  reign ;  nor  was  he  inattentive  to  increafe 
its  ftrength.  For  this  purpofe,  A.  D.  1213,  that  princij 
made  a  vaft  fofs  or  trench  round  the  Caftle,  and  alfo 
ftrengthened  it  with  fome  new  and  additional  works 
towards  the  river  Tyne. 

In  the  year  1292,  John  Baliol,  king  of  Scotland, 
did  homage,  for  the  crown  of  that  kingdom,  to  £d«* 
ward  I.  king  of  England,  in  the  great  hall  of  his  pa« 
lace,  within  the  Caftle  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne. 

It  would  be  tedious  and  unentertaining,  to  give 
a  detail  of  all  the  grants  of  monies,  for  repairing, 
ftoring,  and  viftualling  this  extenfive  fortrefs ;  and 
for  fubfifting  a  numerous  body  of  troops,  with  which 
it  wa(s  conftantly  garrifoned. 

Sufficient 
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Sufficient  is  it  to  add,  that  the  moil  powerful,  and 
the  ricbeft  baronies  of  the  north,  were  affeffed  accord- 
ing to  their  valuation,  in  Doomfday  Book,  for  the. 
maintenance  of  the  caftle  and  garrifon.  Among 
others  was  the  baronies  of  Diiftone,  Walton,  Bolam, 
Bothal,  Delaval,  Copun,  &c,  Befides  thefe  extenlive . 
baronies,  including  their  refpeftive  dependencies, 
there  were  rents,  houfes,  clofes,  gardens,  all  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Caftle. 

But,  in  proportion  as  artillery  came  to  be  employed 
in  beiieging  or  defending  places  of  ftrength,  this 
once  almoft  impregnable  place  gradually  loft  its  for* 
mer  confequence.  It  is  remark#ble  that,  from  the 
year  1605  to  16x0,  this  formerly  auguft  Caftle,  often 
the  temporary  refidence  of  kings,  and  for  the  defence 
of  which  the  great  barons,  Heron,  Delaval,  Clavering, 
Bolbeck,  Bertram  of  Bothal,  Ros,  Gaugy,  Clifford, 
and  Diiftone,  had  each  a  houfe  within  its  liberties, — 
bad  loft  fo  completely  its  priftine  grandeur,  that  it 
was  let  to  the  incorporated  company  of  taylors,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  one  pound ! 

To  complete  its  downfal,  the  Caftle,  and  circum- 
jacent grounds,  w^ere  granted,  by  king  James  I.  to 
one  Alexander  Stephenfon,  a  Scotchman,  who  beg* 
ged  it  of  him.  He  was,  fays  Mr.  Bourne,  (rather  in 
uncourtly  phrafe)  one  of  bis  clofeJlooL  And  fure 
enough,  the  good  inhabitants  of  the  Caftle-garth  feem 
to  have  taken  a  hint  from  this  Scotchman's  oftice ; 
for,  by  the  fame  author  we  are  told,  that,  in  the  i8th 
year  of  this  king's  reign,  an  inquifition  was  held  about 
the  Caftle,  wherein  complaint  was  made  of  a  dung- 
hill within  its  bounds,  containing  an  enormous  mafs 
of  excrementitious  filth,  being  98  yards  in  length, 
10  in  depth,  and  32  in  breadth  !     Its  prcffure  was  fo 

A  a  2  great 


i88  Jnipartial  Ipfflori?  of 

—      ■  ' -3 

great  upon  the  wall,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Caftle^ 
which  was  40  yards  in  length,  10  yards  in  height, 
and  2  yards  broad,  that  it  threw  down  a  large  part 

of  it. 

To  confummate  its  ruin,  its  fine  covering  of  lead 
was  carried  off;  fo  that  the  poor  prifoners  lodged  for 
trial  in  their  doleful  manfion  within  the  Caftle,  were 
expofed  to  all  the  feverities  of  the  weather,  and  all 
the  other  miferies  of  a  moft  horrible  dungeon ! 

Such  was  the  old  Caftle,  famous,  for  ages,  as  a 
place  of  ftrength  and  magnificence-  But  the  inven- 
tion  of  artillery,  thefe  dreadful  engines  of  deftrudion, 
the  acceffion  of  James  VI.  of  Scotland  to  the  crown 
of  England,  and  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  un- 
der queen  Anne,  precluding  all  danger  from  the 
north,  this  once  barrier-fortrefs  loft  its  ufefulnefs,  and 
with  this  its  confequence,  and  fo  became  negledled. 

Before  we  quit  the  fubjeft,  it  may  not  be  unaccep- 
table to  our  readers  to  prefent  to  their  view  a  fuccindl 
and  accurate  view  of  the  Gaftle,  in  its  prefent  ftate. 

The  great  tower,  termed  by  antiquaries,  the  Keep, 
meafures  twenty- eight  yards  and  a  quarter  in  height. 
The  celebrated  Mr.  Pennant,  in  his  Tour  to  Scotland, 
defcribing  its  dimenfions,  as  taken  by  himfelf,  fays. 
The  walls  of  Robert's  Tower  are  thirteen  feet  thick, 
with  galleries  gained  out  of  them  ;  the  height  of  this 
tower  was  eighty-two,  and  the  fquare  on  the  outfide 
fixty-two  by  fifty-four  feet." 

The  main  entrance,  like  the  ftrudlure  of  all  ancient 
caftles,  is  at  a  great  height  from  the  ground.  No 
entrances,  fays  Mr.  King,  in  his  ingenious  Effay  on 
ancient  Caftles,  are  to  be  found  in  the  lower  ftory.  or 
upon  the  ground,  but  always  at  a  confiderable  height, 
to  which  we  afcend  by  a  grand  ftiiiicafe,  about  the 
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middle  of  which  there  generally  was  a  ftrong  gate. 
In  this  old  cattle,  two  portals  muft  be  paffed  before 
we  arrive  at  the  main  entrance :  from  the  firft  of 
thefe,  which  is  on  the  fouth,  and  in  a  great  wall,  hav- 
ing, at  a  few  yards  diftance,  enclofed  the  whole  tower, 
we  mount,  by  eleven  fteps,  to  the  fecond  one,  which 
is  of  prodigious  ftrength,  and  from  the  top  of  it  the 
beiieged  appear  to  have  had  great  power  to  annoy 
the  afiailants. 

To  the  entrance  from  this  fecond  portal  are  eigh- 
teen fteps,  part  leading  from  fouth  to  north,  and  part 
from  eaft  to  weft.  No  grooves  for  portcullifes  are  to 
be  feen  in  any  of  thefe  portals ;  but  they  may  have 
been  effaced,  either  by  the  hands  of  violence  or  time. 

In  mentioning  a  portcullis,  which  ^we  have  fre- 
qucntly  done  in  defcribing  the  gates  of  the  town  walls, 
we  ftiall,  in  a  few  words,  give  a  defcription  of  this 
effential  part  of  defence  in  the  gates  of  walled  towns. 

•*  The  horfe,  or  portcullis,  was  a  ftrong  grating  of 
timber,  fenced  with  iron,  made  to  Aide  up  and  down 
in  a  groove  of  folid  ftone-work,  within  the  arch  of  the 
portal,  juft  as  a  fa(h  window  moves  in  its  frame ;  and 
its  bottom  was  furniflied  with  fliarp  iron  fpikes,  de- 
figned  both  to  flrike  into  the  ground,  or  floor,  for  the 
fake  of  greater  firmnefs  and  folidity,  and  alfo  to  dc- 
ftroy  or  break  whatever  ftiould  be  under  it  at  the 
time  of  its  fall ;  and  its  groove  was  always  contrived 
fo  deep  in  the  ftone-work,  that  it  could  not  be  injured 
or  removed  without  pulling  down  the  whole  wall. — 
See  King  on  Cajlles^p.  370. 

The  grand  entrance,  which  is  towards  the  eaft,  has 
had  a  moft  magnificent  arch,  adorned  with  Saxon  or 
Semi-faxon  ornaments. 
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Near  this  entrance,  and  in  front  as  you  afcend  to 
it  from  fouth  to  north,  is  a  door-viray  leading  into  a 
Itftle  apartment*  which  on  the  infide  has  been  richly 
adorned:  it  Hands  over  a  crypt  or  vault,  of  confide, 
rable  height,  on  two  great  arches,  that  interfed  each 
other  of  beautiful  Gothic  mafonry.  This  had  a  dif- 
tind  roof,  and  the  whole  forms  a  projedion  eaftward^ 
on  the  north-eaft  angle,  againft  the  eaft  end  of  which 
a  modern  houfe  has  been  built.  From  the  garret  of 
this  houfe  there  is  at  prefent  an  entrance  into  it, 
through  an  arched  paflage,  where  there  muft  have 
been  anciently  a  window.  At  prefent  it  is  a  currier's 
fliop.  From  the  richnefs  of  its  interior  ornaments, 
it  probably  had  been  the  chapel  of  the  Caftle ;  and 
its  diredion  from  eaft  to  weft  feems  to  fupport  the 
ccnjedure.  Mr.  Bourne,  however,  fuppofes  the  cha- 
pel to  have  been  on  the  ground  floor,  within  the  walls 
of  the  Caftle,  in  a  place  which  at  prefent  compotes 
a  part  of  Mrs.  Burns's  very  curious  and  extetifive 
cellars. 

The  grand  entrance  led  immediately  into  the  fiate 
apartments,  which  had  been  lighted  from  the  eaft, 
by  the  raoft  magnificent  window  in  the  whole  build- 
ing. Near  this^  and  in  the  body  of  the  wall,  is  aa 
apartment  with  a  curious  draw-well  in  it.  It  is  full 
fixteen  yards  before  we  teach  the  water.  The  depth 
in  all  is  thirty-one  and  a  quarter.  The  water  is 
hard,  and  exceedingly  cold.  It  no  doubt  was  made 
to  fupply  the  Caftle  in  cafe  of  a  fiege.  There  are 
fquare  cavities  in  the  wall  on  each  fide  of  the  Well, 
in  which  are  round  holes  for  pipes,  ufed  in  former 
times  to  convey  the  water  to  the  feveral  apartments. 
It  meafures  eleven  yards  to  the  ground  from  the 
window  of  the  apartment  that  contains  the  well.. 
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The  onlj  way  to  afcend  to  the  top  of  this  ancient 
fbrtreis,  at  prefent,  is  by  one  winding  (lair-cafe, 
about  two  yards  wide,  in  the  north-eafl  angle.  There 
is  another  flair-cafe  in  the  fouth-eaft  angle,  but  it  is 
now  built  up  at  the  top.  When  we  arrive,  by  many 
winding  and  uneafy  fteps,  at  the  top  of  the  Caftle, 
we  are  agreeably  furprifed  to  find  a  little  artificial 
garden,  planted  with  apple-trees,  rofe-bufhes,  &c. 

In  the  whole  height  of  the  Caflle  there  feems  to 
have  been  five  flories,  from  the  fquare  apertures 
where  the  beams  of  the  floors  have  relied,  of  which 
the  grand  hall  or  faloon,  and  ftate-rooms,  were  the 
loweft. 

In  the  centre,  or  thicknefs  of  the  wall,  there  is  a 
gallery  of  communication,  on  all  the  four  fides  of  it, 
about  five  yards  and  a  half  from  the  top.  This  paf- 
fage  is  about  two  yards  and  a  half  high,  and  has 
three  or  four  loop-holes  on  each  fide,  all  widening 
gradually  inwards. 

In  the  fouth  front,  below  this,  is  a  gallery  in  the 
centre  of  the  wall,  about  fifteen  yards  from  the 
ground,  in  which  there  have  been  two  large  orna* 
mented  windows.  Nearly  on  a  level  with  which,  in 
the  north  front,  is  another  window  of  the  like  form. 

The  grand  hall  of  the  Caflle  has  been  lighted  by 
two  great  windows ;  that  in  the  fouth  front,  near 
the  fouth-weft  angle,  having  had  the  pillar  or  divi* 
lion  of  it  broken  away,  has  now  the  appearance  of  a 
door-way.  A  door  fcarcely  half  its  fize  is  hung  in 
it.  The  other  window  is  very  obfervable ;  it  is  on 
the  weft  fide,  near  the  fouth-weft  angle. 

The  kitchen  of  this  great  tower  has  been  in  the 
north  wall :  it  contains  a  much  larger  fire-place  than 
any  other  of  the  apartments.    The  chimney  appears 
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on  the  outfide  of  the  wall,  by  a  fquare  projedtion^ 
and  terminates  rather  abruptly.  Fart  of  this  once 
grand  kitchen  has  been  converted  into  a  joiner's 
ihop. 

The  north- weft  angle  of  the  Caftle  is  hexagonal, 
and  projeds  in  a  manner  different  from  any  of  the 
others. 

All  the  apartments  on  the  ground  floor,  and  the 
county  prifon  itfelf,  except  at  the  time  of  the  aflizes, 
have  been  converted  into  cellars ;  a  purpofe  for  which 
their  great  coolnefs  renders  them  very  fit.  There  is 
a  place  here,  into  which  if  water  be  poured,  in  the 
largeft  quantities,  it  immediately  difappears:  no 
doubt  it  communicates  with  fome  of  the  fubterrane- 
ous  drains. 

In  the  center  of  the  county  prifon  is  a  remarkable 
pillar,  from  which  arches  branch  out  very  beautifully 
in  all  diredtions.  It  is  hollow,  and  a  pipe  has  con« 
dueled  water  down  through  it,  from  the  well  before- 
mentioned.  There  is  a  very  obfervable  window  in 
this  place,  with  an  arch  turned  in  the  infide,  to  repel 
miffile  weapons.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  thefe  win- 
dows were  fo  conftruded,  that  it  was  almoft  impo£- 
fible  for  any  weapon  to  be  (hot  into  the  room,  fo  as 
to  do  any  harm;  for,  if  it  went  at  all  afcending,  it 
would  ftrike  againft  a  low  arch,  purpofely  contrived 
over  every  window,  and  fo  could  not,  by  any  direc- 
tion, enter,  or  do  the  lead  injury. 

To  thefe  obfervations  on  both  the  interior  and  ex- 
terior of  this  ancient  and  once  commanding  fortrefs, 
we  (hall  fubjoin  a  few  remarks  on  the  whole  fite  of 
this  formidable  place. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  the  Caftle,  or  main 
tower,  flrong  in  itfelf,  was  rendered  ftill  more  fo,  by 
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the  circumjacent  fortifications.  "  There  were  two 
great  ftrong  walls,  (fays  Bourne)  which  furrounded 
the  Caftle.  The  interior  wall  was  at  no  great  dif- 
tance  from  the  Caftle  itfelf,  as  may,  in  feveral  places^ 
be  ftill  feen.  The  exterior  wall  iurrounds  the  verge 
of  the  Caftle  boundaries.  From  this  outer  wall  were 
four  gates ;  the  great  gate,  and  three  poftenis.  Oa 
the  north  fide  of  the  Cuftle  is  the  main  gate,  now 
called  the  Black-gate.  It  has  had  two  portcullifes ; 
one  without  the  gate,  -which  is  ftiU  to  be  feen  ;  and 
another  within,  at  a  little  diftance  from  it,  the  ruins 
of  which  were  to  be  feen  a  few  years  ago.  On  th€ 
eaft  fide  of  the  Caftle  is  anotlier  gate,  which  leads 
down  the  Caftle-ftairs  to  the  Clofe.  This  was  called 
the  fouth  poftem.  There  was  an  old  building  upon 
it,  which  was  the  county  gaoler's  houfe.  On  the 
weft  fide  was  the  poftern  facing  Bailiff-gate.  There 
is  a  houfe  in  the  Caftle-yard,  where,  they  fay,  was 
the  ctiapel  of  Che  garrifon,  which  is  called  the  Gha- 
peUhoufe  to  this  day.  It  is  now  converted  into  aa 
inn,  named  the  Three  Bulls'  Heads.'' 

We  ftiali  juft  add,  that  the  cxtenfive  area,  the 
Caftle-yardi  where  formerly  the  greateft  barons  of 
the  north  bad  their  temporary  refidence,  is  now  ib 
crowded  with  ftiops,  all  along  the  fite  of  the  grand 
outer  wall,  that  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  trace  its  for- 
mer fituation ;  the  precinds  of  the  Moothall  except- 
ed. But  the  whole  north  and  eaftern  part  is  one 
continued  range  of  fliops,  principally  for  old  clothes, 
boots,  (lioes, -&C.  dug  backwards  out  of  the  \VaJl. — 
Tt)c  boundaries  of  the  Cattle  contain,  at  prefent, 
fome  hundreds  of  inhabitants,  many  of  whom  are 
aftive  and  induftrious.  A  few  years  ago,  this  area 
was  a  principal  place  for  trade,  before  it  removed  to 
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the  new  ftreets.  There  are,  however,  ftill  fome  re-» 
mains  of  the  old  wall  vifible,  particularly  on  the  foutb 
and  weft,  from  the  lane  called  Sheep-head-alley,  by 
the  Bank-head,  and  the  ancient  fouth  poftern,  to  the 
old  Half,  moon  Battery ;  and  likewifc  by  the  head  of 
the  ftfcep  alley,  that  is  called  Dog-leap,  which  was  a 
poftern  from  the  north  tide  of  the  Caftld. 

The  old  Round  Tower,  commonly  called  the  Half- 
moon  Battery,  was,  in  the  year  1^85^  built  half 
tound  with  houfes.  The  back  wall  of  thefe  circular, 
buildings,  which  are  let  into  tenements  of  tingle 
tooms,  are  three  ftories  in  height ;  the  accefs  to  the 
two  uppermoft  is  by  mfeani  of  wooden  ftairs,  com- 
municating with  two  galleries,  which  furroiind  the 
building.  The  whole  has  a  veryjlriking  effeSl  on 
travellers  coming  from  the  fouth,  as  feen  from  Gatcs-^ 
head  and  along  the  Bridge. 

The  view  from  the  old  Caftle  is  very  extetifive ; 
not  only  the  whole  town  is  in  profpeft,  but  the 
tircumjacent  country,  for  many  miles  diftant ;  and, 
however  now  difmantled,  and  fpoiled  of  its  priftine 
greatnefs,  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  Caftle 
once  extended  northward  to  the  river  Tweed,  and 
fouthward  to  the  river  Tees. 

The  GouNT'^  Prison,  which  is  on  the  lower  floor 
bf  the  old  Caftle,  is  ftill  a  frightful  fight  to  humanity^. 
The  unhappy,  and  not  unfrequently  innocent,  pri- 
foners,  brought  from  their  homes,  are  immured  in 
this  hideous  dungeon,  to  take  their  trials  at  the 
atilizes.  *•  Its  great  coolnefs  makes  it  very  fit" — for 
what  ? — **  for  being  a  beer  cellar  throughout  the  year, 
Jand  a  prifon  for  felons  during  the  affixes,*'  fays  the 
reverend  hiftorian,  Mr.  Brand ! ! 
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The    •  eternal  fitnefs  of  things/'  was  a  favourite 
docirine  among  the  Illyminati,  fome  years  ago ;  even 
the  rijing  hopes  of  the  Scotch  Jerufalem,  (church  of 
Scotland)  by  this  wonderful  maxim  folved  all  the 
unintelligibles  of  their  theology,  and  verbofe  difficul- 
ties of  their  metaphyfics.     We  are  not  very  certain, 
however,  had  this  preacher  of  good-will  towards  men 
been  fo  unfortunate,  through  malice,  mifinformation, 
or  falfe  fufpicion,  as  to  have  been  brought  on  a  cart, 
thrown  into  this  horrible  dungeon,  and  chained  to  its 
dreary  walls,  if  he  would  have  perceived  much  of 
beauty  in  this  jitnefs  refpefting  his  fituation.     It  is 
not  improbable  but  his  reverence  would  perceive,  to 
the  full,  as  vci\XQ>[i  jknefs  in  a  gooA  prebends Jlall. 

No  wonder  that  the  philanthropift  Howard,  a  few 
years  ago,  when  viewing  this  dreadful  abode,  turned 
away  with  horror  at  the  profpeft,  wondering  that  the 
gentlemen  of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  fo  cha- 
rafteriftically  diftinguilhed  for  hofpit^lity,  humanity, 
and  every  ornamental  virtue,  (hould  allow  fuch  a 
(hade  to  be  thrown  on  all  thefe,  by  fuffering  fuch  a 
legal  nuifance  to  continue  unremoved.     The  late 
high-ftieriffs  for  the  county,  the  excellent  Sir  John 
Swinburne,  and  the^amiable  Sir  Charles  Monck,  were 
certainly  unacquainted  with  this  annual  outrage  on 
jufticc  and  humanity ;  otherwife  they  would  have 
immediately  made  an  alteration  in  the  county  prifon. 
It  is  an  outrage  onjit/i'tce ;  as  it  is  an  everlafting 
maxim  in  junfprudence,  that  every  perfon  is  to  be 
accounted  innocent^  till  he  be  found  legally  guilty  ; 
and  that  no  fpecies  of  puniftiment  is  to  precede  <:onvic^ 
fion.  But  here  is  an  entire  invertion  of  this  equitable 
procedure. — A  man  is  to  be  accounted  guilty  till  he 
is  legally  proven  to  be  innocent^  which  is  frequently 
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the  cafe.  His  punifliment,  viz.  being  manacled, 
conveyed  through  the  public  ftreets  fixed  on  a  cart» 
thrown  into  this  den  of  filth,  covered  only  with  a 
little  ftraw,  chained  to  the  wall,  and  Ihcwn,  like  a 
wild  bead,  to  the  gaping  mob,  by  a  rapacious  gaoler, 
at  twopence  a- piece  ;  his  punifliment,  fuppofing  him 
acquitted,  is  then  only  to  ceafe  ! 

To  the  credit,  however,  of  the  prefent  county 
gaoler,  Mr  Blake,  it  is  at  leaft  juftice  to  remark,  that 
the  unfeeling  and  fordid  pradlice  of  expoling  the  un- 
happy prifoners  to  public  view  has  been  for  fome 
years  difcontinued. 

Within,  or  rather  adjoining  the  outer  wall  of  the 
Caftle,  is 

The  MOOT-HALL. 

This  is  a  large  and  capacious  flrudure,  and  is  pro^ 
bably  coeval  with  the  Caftle  itfelf.  The  name  of 
Mooi  or  Moat,  is  of  Saxon  derivation,  and  fignifies  an 
emiftefice^  commonly  in  the  open  air.  It  was  in 
fuch  confpicupus  places  tliat  the  ancient  Saxons  held 
their  wittenagemots^  or  courts  of  legiflation;  from 
which  that  glorious  palladium  of  Briiidi  freedom, 
trial  by  jury,  took  its  origin.  The  original  intention 
of  the  Moothall  was,  to  aOemble  the  lords  and  barons 
of  the  northern  diftri&s  upon  any  particular  emer« 
gency,  during  the  feudal  times.  The  architedure  in 
no  refped  claims,  the  attention  of  the  curious. 

Here  annually  the  Judges  of  aifize  fit  for  deciding 
caules ;  thofe  for  nifi  prius^  in  an  inclofed  court 
in  the  north ;  and  for  felonies,  &c.  in  another  in  the 
fouth  end  of  the  hall.  In  a  gallery  above  the  court, 
looking  towards  the  area,  the  grand  juries  are  fwom. 

The 
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The  entrance  for  the  high-flieriff's  coach,  conveying 
the  judges  to  and  from  the  Moothall,  with  their  nu* 
merous  attendants,  is  through  the  Black-gate;  a 
moft  aukward,  uhfightly,  and  fometimes  dangerous 
paflage. 

NEWGATE  GAOL. 

The  external  parts  of  this  large  and  ftrong  build- 
ing we  have  occafionally  defcribed,  when  mentioning 
the  towers  and  gates  of  the  town-wall.  Newgate 
being  built  before  Newcaftle  was  made  a  county  of 
itfelf,  took  cuftody  of  its  own  prifoners,  who,  no 
doubt,  before  that  period,  were  confined  in  the  prifon 
of  the  CaflJe  of  the  town,  in  common  with  other  de- 
linquents of  the  county  of  Northumberland.  The 
additional  wings,  on  each  fide  of  the  fouth  front  of 
this  flrudure,  appear  to  have  been  ereded  about  the 
beginning  of  the  laft  century. 

The  walls  are  very  thick  and  ftrong,  the  apart- 
ments for  debtors  are  light,  and  well  aired.  Sir  Wal- 
ter Blackett  charged  his  ample  eftate  with  fupplying 
this  place  of  confinement  with  plenty  of  coals ;  a 
great  alleviation  no  doubt,  of  the  drearinefs  of  the 
fituation,  efpecially  in  cold  ftofmy  weather.  Mr 
Howard  approved  of  its  cleanlinefs,  its  good 
fires,  its  humane  jailor,  but  (till  reprobated  its  con^ 
fined  fituation.  No  open  area  or  walled  field,  for  the 
recreation  and  health  of  the  prifooers—- every  thing 
upon  the  old  principle  of  making  it  a  place  ofpuni/b^ 
mau^  ^vea  previous  to  trial  or  convidtion. 

In  the  Manor-chair,  or  Manors,  is  a  Houfe  of  Cor- 
redion,  where  ofifenders  are  confined,  generally  for  a 
Ihort  period,  at  moft  till  the  fitting  of  the  quarter 
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feifions,  when  they  are  tried  and  receive  fcntence. 
Here  is  lately  built  a  Penitentiary,  for  folitary  con-, 
finement,  where  the  unhappy  offender  is  fecluded. 
from  every  tafte  of  the  fweets  of  fociety,  unpitied, 
and  alone ! 

But  we  willingly  quit  the  contemplation  of  thefe 
i^oleful  maniions,  which  ferve  only  as  powerful  proofs 
of  the  want  of  knowledge  and  benevolence  amongfl 
mankind,  to  confider,  with  fupreme  fatisfadlion,  fa- 
bricks  devoted  to  induftry,  convenience,  or  devotion^ 

That  which  firft  claims  our  attention  is  the 

EXCHANGE  anp  TOWNCOURT. 

The  firft  public  building  on  -the  Sandhill  was  an 
ancient  hofpital  called  the  Maifon  de  Dieu^  or  Houfe 
of  God.  Roger  Thornton,  the  munificent  benefaAor 
of  Newcaftle,  was  the  founder  of  this  building,  fo  re- 
mote, as  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  IV.  Upon  the 
death  of  his  wife,  he  carried  his  affedtion  for  the  part- 
ner of  his  fortunes  and  fharer  of  his  domeftic  con- 
cerns, beyond  the  verge  of  mortality  by  inftituting 
this  religious  foundation  for  a  chaplain  to  pray  for 
the  foul  of  Agnes  his  late  wife,  for  thofe  of  his  father 
and  mother,  both  deceafed,  for  his  own  while  alive, 
and  alfo  when  he  too  fhould  be  numbered  with 
••  thefe  honoured  dead."  This  prieft  (fays  Mr. 
Bourne)  was  called  the  guardian  or  keeper  of  the 
faid  hofpital ;  being  intruded  with  the  care  of  nine 
poor  men^  and  four  poor  women ^  who  refided  there. 
They  were  called  brethren  and  fifters  of  St.  Katba- 
ring's  HoJpitaL  St.  Katharine  being  the  tutelary 
faint  of  this  religious  foundation.  It  fuffered  the  fate 
of  all  their  religious  inftitutions,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
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Vill.  And  by  royal  grant  it  bad  been  transferred  to 
Sir  Richard  Lumley,  who»  anno  1629  conveyed  to  the 
mayor  and  burgeffe8  of  Newcaftle,  and  their  fuccef* 
fors,  for  ever,  all  that  ftone  building  covered  with 
lead  called  the  Maifon  BieU,  Handing  near  the 
Tyne,  and  to  the  eaftern  part  of  the  Town's  Cham- 
ber, being  fixteen  yards  in  length,  and  anciently  be- 
ing part  of  the  hofpital  of  St.  Katharine  the  virgin,  ii| 
confideration  of  one  hundred  pounds. 

This  building  is  now  converted  into  cellars,  6tc.  A 
part  of  it  towards  the  Sandhill,  was,  fome  years  ago^ 
taken  down  and  rebuilt  It  confifts  of  a  row  of  Piaz- 
zas, where  the  Sahxion-market  is  held»  having  apart- 
ments over  them  for  dwelling-houfe$.  Adjoining  to 
this  is  the  Mcrchdnt^s  Court,  or  Hall,  which  we  will 
defcribe  when  we  give  the  hiftory  of  that  ancient  and 
opulent  body. 

But  what  claims  particular  attention  is,  the  Town<- 
CotJRT.  We  fhall  prefent  our  readers  with  Mr. 
Bourne's  account  of  it  in  its  ancient  date,  and  beforo 
it  was  beautified  with  the  late  alterations.  This  pub- 
lic ftruAure  owes  its  origin  to  that  generous  patron  of 
almoft  every  laudable  foundation  in  Newcaftle,  Ro<^ 
ger  Thornton.  What  that  great  and  good  man  built 
for  tranfading  public  bufinefs,  •was  pulled  down,  and 
the  late  one  erefted  in  its  place,  anno  1658.  Alder** 
man  Weymoth,  by  will,  dated  April  u,  1658,  gave 
1200  pounds  towards  it|  and  the  town  was  at  the  reft 
pf  the  charge,  which  amounted  to  above  10,000 
pounds  more. 

The  architefl:  was  Robert  Trollop,  and  his  charge 
for  building  the  court  was  9771  pounds.  To  com- 
plete which  the  town  clerk  was  ordered  to  advance 
to  him  900  pounds  more. 

To 
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To  this,  Mr.  Trollop  had  50  pounds  in  addition  for 
eredling  the  King's  arms  in  the  court,  and  on  the 
bridge,  the  famefum  for  finifhing  them;  and  for 
making  the  conduit  on  the  Sandhill. ' 

This  building  (fays  Mr.  Bourne,  and  inde^  which 
he  very  accurately  defcribes)  as  to  its  form  and 
model,  is  of  great  beauty.  That  part  of  it, 
which  is  the  court  itfelf,  is  a  very  ftately  hall, 
whofe  lofty  cieling  is  adorned  with  various  paint«» 
ings,  and  its  floor  inlaid  with  chequered  miarble.  On 
the  eaft  fide  is  a  dial,  and  the  entrance  into  the 
Merchants'  Court.  On  the  weft  are  the  benches 
where  the  magiftrates  hold  their  quarter  feffions. 
Court  of  Confcience,  and  Courts  of  Guild,  meet* 
ings  of  the  burgeftes,  and  other  public  bufinefs. 
And  it  is  in  this  fpacious  court  where  his  MajeC* 
ty's  judges  hold  the  annual  aflizes,  for  the  town 
and  county  of  Newcaftle.  The  windows  of  this 
building  are  to  the  fouth,  and  command  a  view  of 
the  bridge  and  river,  crowded  often  with  (hips  from 
all  nations.  One  of  thefe  windows  is  in  the  form  of 
a  Catharine  wheel,  in  which  is  a  large  fun-dial  of 
beautifully  painted  glafs,  over  which  the  aifedirig  ex* 
clamation  of  Horace,  Eheu  Fugaces  !  yib^  bowfwift^ 
ly  fly  our  years  ! 

Above  the  Court  hang  the  portraits  of  Charles  IL 
and  of  his  royal  brother  and  fucceflbr,  James  II.  at 
full  length,  and  as  large  as  life.  By  whom  thefe 
portraits  were  drawn,  is  not  recorded  in  the  common 
council  books.  But  they  have,  like  their  originals, 
been  rather  unfortunate.  For,  in  the  riot  that  hap- 
pened at  Newcallle  in  1740,  the  drapery  of  thefe 
piftures,  of  the  brother  kings,  was  miferably  torn ; 
the  fcattered  fragments,  however,  were  colle6ted  and 
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Ittnaitted  to  London.  Thcie  pidlures  were  done 
afrefli,  and  elegantly  fitted  up  in  their  prefent  frames, 
richly  guilt  and  moQlded,  and  placed  in  their  &rmer 
£tuataon,  till  a  fecond  difafter  befel  them  by  the  great 
fire  which  happened  in  the  adjacent  warehoufes,  in 
ijgifin  the  fouth  f\de  of  St,  Thomas'  Chapel,  when 
the  flames  having  cadght  the  roof  of  the  Guild-hall, 
and  meltmg  the  lead  on  the  roof,  it  fell  on  the  paint- 
Siigs,  one  of  the  hands  of  Uiat  of  Charles  II.  was 
burnt*  and  other  injuries  done.  Thefe  however 
were  repaired  by  the  late  Mr.  Bell,  a  native  of  New- 
callle,  who  by  vigour  of  genius  became  the  moftemi- 
nent  portrait  painter  whicli  this  town  ever  produced* 
At  the  low  end  of  the  ball  is  a  fine  portrait  painting 
of  'his  prefent  Majefty  George  III.  in  his  robes  of 
ftate,  by  Allan  Ramfay,  and  prefented  to  the  town 
ia  ^779  by  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley. 

On  the  north  fide  of  this  hall  is,  fays  Mr.  Bourne, 
a  magnificent  entrance  into  a  paflage  which  leads  in* 
to  a  large  room,  daUed  the  Towns  Chamber,  Here 
it  id  that  the  mayor  tranfadts  the  common  bufinefs  of 
thetown.  Here  alfo  the  common  council  is  held,  where 
the  mayor  fits  on  a  bench  diiUnguilhed  from  the 
dthbrs,  the  aldermen  on  each  fide,  the  common  coun- 
til  below  upon  chairs  placed  on  each  fide  of  the 
room.  Here,  upon  royal  bath  days,  or  of  public  re- 
joicings, it  is  that  the  mayor,  magiftrates,  and  bur* 
gefifes  aiTemble.  In  the  weft  end  of  the  Town's* 
chaikiber  is  a  fmall  room,  where  the  ancient  records 
and  archives  of  the  town  are  kept. 

The  afcem  to  the  entrance  of  the  Jiall,  was  by  two 
Ibifoafes,  one  from  the  eoft  and  another  from  the  weft, 
vitbout  the  building,  and  met  at  a  platform  fronting 
the  main  entry.     In  the  front  ove^  the  ftrudure, 
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was  built  a  fteeple,  in  which  was  the  town  clock, 
which  was  kept  exadly  regulated. 

In  the  MS.  life  of  Alderman  Barnes,  we  have  the 
following  account  A.  D.  1658,  **  The  Exchange 
was  finifhed,  which  is  an  handfome,  neat  ftrudure, 
well  contrived  for  the  conveniency  of  merchants, 
and  for  the  courts  of  juftice,  in  memory  whereof, 
every  alderman  had  his  name  caft  in  one  of  the 
chimes  fet  in  the  fteeple  of  that  edifice.  That  bell 
which  had  Alderman  Barnes'  name  upon  it,  was  af- 
terwards removed,  and  put  up  in  a  new  chapel 
erefted  without  the  walls,  which  was  St.  Ann's 
Chapel." 

A  very  uncommon  circumftance  in  natural  hiftory 
happened,  which  we  cannot  refufe  ourfelves  the 
pleafure  of  relating. 

In  March  1783,  a  pair  of  crows  who  had  been  ex- 
pelled by  their  invidious  neighbours  from  captain 
Stevenfon*s  trees  near  the  bridge  end,  on  which  they 
had,  with  others,  regularly  built  their  nefts,  and  not 
willing  to  quit  the  town,  aftually  built  and  reared 
their  young  above  the  weather-cock  oj  the  fteeple. 
It  was  fecured  on  the  very  top  of  the  iron  fpire,  about 
which  the  weather  cock  moved,  by  a  piece  of  ftick 
thruft  through  a  fmall  aperture,  upon  this  they  laid 
a  foundation  fo  ftrongly  twifted,  that  although  cx- 
pofed  to  every  blad,  and  moved  round  with  the 
weather-cock  in  all  points,  it  braved  every  ftorm  ; 
and,  for  four  years,  they  repeatedly  built  in  the  fame 
critical  fituation.  The  novelty  of  this  fpedacle  drew 
at  firft  thoufands  of  fpedlators,  fome  of  whom 
imagined  it  portentous !  However,  the  year  before 
the  fteeple  gave  way,  through  age,  they  quitted 
the  dangerous  pofition. 

The 
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The  Town-court,  or  Guild-hall  in  the  year 
1794,  underwent  a  complete  alteration,  chiefly  in  that 
part  which  looks  towards  the  Sandhill.  The  whole 
of  the  front  was  entirely  cafed  a-new  with  (lone,  as 
were  alfo  the  pillars  In  the  Exchange.  The  remains 
of  the  old  fteeple  and  ftair-cafe  were  entirely 
taken  down;  and  the  prefent  front  newly  built. 
It  has  a  good  efFeft  as  we  enter  the  Sandhill 
by  the  Cale-crds.  The  clock  is  placed  in  the  front 
of  the  building,  and  chimes  at  every  quarter  of  an 
hour. 

The  (latue  of  Charles  II.  whicfi  flood  in  the  front 
of  the  fteeple,  having  been  removed  there  from  the 
Magazine-gate  on  the  bridge,  is  now  placed  on  the 
weft  corner  of  the  front  walk  in  the  Exchange. 
The  cieling  has  been  newly  painted,  and  the  court  on 
the  whole  has  a  refpedable  appearance. 

The  bridge. 

We  have  in  the  preceding  part  of  our  undertaking, 
traced  the  origin  of  Newcaltle  to  a  remote  antiquity  ; 
and  as  the  river  Tyne,  which  was  probably  larger 
then,  than  now,  is  impalfible  for  foot  or  horfe,  it  is 
rational  to  fuppofe  that  a  paffage  over  the  river  was 
among  the  earlieft  of  their  efforts.  That  it  was  fo, 
is  an  indifputed  fad  recorded  in  the  moit  authentic 
hiftories  of  the  town.  It  is  alTerted  by  antiquari- 
ans who  have  attentively  traced  the  Roman  mili- 
tary ways,  that  the  original  bridge,  conftituted 
a  part  of  that  road  leading  from  Ch!:.fter-le-ftreet 
a-crofs  the  Tyne,  and  fo  into  the  moft  northerly 
parts  of  Scotland.   Wc  have  already  obferved  that 
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the  old  bridge  which  had  been  moftly  conftniil- 
ed  of  wood,  had  the  misfortune  to  be  deftroyed  bj^ 
fire  33d  Henry  III.  It  was  rebuilt  partly  by  fub- 
fcriptions  from  the  inhabitants  of  Newcaftle  and  Gatef- 
head  ;  but  the  principal  part  of  the  money  neceffary 
for  the  undertaking,  arofe  from  indulgencies  granted 
by  Scwald  archbiftiop  of  York,  Walter  btfhop  of 
Durham,  and  Walter  bifhop  of  Rochefter.  By  tndul* 
gencies,  we  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  the  church  of 
Rome  was  then  fo  criminally  prefumptuous  as  to. 
pretend,  for  monej,  to  give  indulgence  to  Jin. 
They  tell  us  it  was  only  that  the  church  of  which  the 
Pope  was  the  head,  had,  from  her  plenary  powcr^ 
arid  as  having  tbe  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven^  au- 
thority to  relax  penances  impofed  for  real  and  fup- 
pofed  violations  of  her  impious  laws.  This  bridge 
had  at  fii  ft  (fays  Wallis)  twelve  bold  arches^  after- . 
wards  only  nine,  the  three  on  the  Newcaille  fide 
were  converted  into  cellars  or  flore-rooms;  and 
as  it  conftituted  a  part  of  the  fortifications  of 
Newcaftle,  it  was  flrongly  fecured  by  towers, 
gates,  &c.  All  of  which  were  deftroyed  either  by 
the  great  inundation  in  1771,  or  in  confequence 
of  it. 
Upon  this  cataftrophe  happening,  the  magiftrates. 
.  immediately  fet  about  taking  proper  fteps  for 
having  the  paffage  open  by  a  new  bridge.  But 
as  the  communication  by  the  fall  of  the  old  was  en- 
tirely cut  off,  a  temporary  new  pne  was  abfolutely 
neceflary.  And  to  conduft  matters  with  the  greatefl 
regularity  and  difpatch,  a  committee  of  gentlemei^ 
was  chofen  for  thefe  purpofes,  entrufted  with  full 
powers,  named  the  Bridge  Cpmmittec.   A  temporary 
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one  ftrongly  conftruaed,  was  built  by  Mr  John 
Stephenlbn,  carpenter^  which  gave  very  general  fati«- 
fcdlicm.  Thu?  far  we  proceeded  (page  66)  in  our  ac- 
count of  thi^  ufeful  public  building. 

Early  in  i774t  the  Bridge  Committee  advertifed 
for  mafons  to  undertake  the  rebuilding  of  fuch  part 
of  a  new  intended  ftone  bridge  over  the  river  Tyne, 
as  belonged  to  the  town  of  Newcaftle  j  having,  from 
a  quarry  atElfwick,  provided  a  greiit  quantity  of 
large  blocks  of  flpne  for  that  purpofe,  which  were  then 
lying  on  Felling  and  Elfwick  quayi. 

A  work  of  fuch  confcquence,  thus  publicly 
idv^rtifed,  drew  the  attention  of  fome  of  'the 
firft  architeifts  and  engineers  in  the  kingdom; 
and  Mefirs  Smeaton,  Wooler,  and  Mylne,  "gave  in 
their  refpedive  ireporti.  Thefe  gentlemen  were  all 
men  of  the  firil  abilities,  and  well  known;  the 
laft  had  his  archite^ural  education  at  the  moft 
eminent  academy  in  Rome,  and  although  a 
youth,  was  chofen  by  the  msigiftrates  of  Lon- 
don, to  build  that  light  and  n^agnificent  ftnidure, 
Blackfriars  Bridge. 

The  bUhop  of  Durham  obtained  like  wife  an  ad  of 
Parliament  '*  to  enable  him  and  his  fucceflbrs  to  raife 
a  competent  fum  of  money,  to  be  applied  to  repair- 
ing, rebuilding,  and  improvmg  fuch  partofTyne- 
bridge  a)  belongs  to  the  fee  of  Durham.  This  to 
be  done  by  raifing  i2,oool.  to  be  fecured  by  granting 
annuities  upon  lives,  not  exceeding  ten  per  cent.-' 

But  it  happened,  as  is  reported,  that  in  framing 
the  outlines  of  the  aft  to  be  procured,  the  magiftrates 
had  fecretly  inftrufted  their  members  to  enforce  an 
alteration,  which  they  intendedi  refpefting  the  iite  of 
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the  propofed  new  bridge.  As  this  was  a  matter  of 
public  notoriety  at  that  time,  we  ftiall  give  the  ac- 
count of  it  as  left  by  the  deceafed  gentleman,  for 
whofe  informing  notes  we  owe  fuch  obligations. 

*'  The  bridge  over  Tyne  at  Newcaftle,  being  a  party 
concern,  between  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle  and 
tlie  bilhop  of  Durham,  was  likely  to  be  the  fubjec^  of 
much  altercation.  It  being  rumoured  abroad  that 
the  corporation  of  Newcaflle  had  an  intention  of  hav* 
ing  the  lite  of  the  intended  new  bridge  removed  from 
that  on  which  the  old  one  flood,  running  the  north 
end  from  the  Javel- Group,  to  about  the  middle  of 
Pipewellgate,  in  Gatefhead.  This  projeded  plan 
would  have  been  not  only  very  inconvenient  for  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  mod  populous  parts  of  New^. 
caftle,  but,  on  the  fouth  fide,  it  would  carry  the  end 
of  the  bridge  to  the  bottom  of  a  vaft  hill,  and  from 
thence,  by  a  ileep  afcent,  the  paflage.  would  be  car- 
ried weftward,  quite  without  Gatefhead  altogether," 

What  gave  weight  to  this  fulpicion  was,  that,  up- 
on a  deputation  being  fent  to  enquire  if  this  alteration 
was  intended,  the  corporation  refufed  to  give  any  in- 
formation on  that  head.  As  this  projed  would, 
if  carried  into  efFed,  materially  injure  the  property 
of  many  individuals,  on  both  fides  of  the  river,  a  ge- 
neral ireeting  was  called,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  the 
31ft  of  January,  1772,  at  the  Three  Kings  tavern, 
Qiiayfide,  to  confider  what  fleps  were  to  be  taken  on 
fo  interefting  an  occafion.  The  refult  of  the  meeting 
was  an  unanimous  refolution  to  ufe  every  eflfort  to 
oppofe  the  intended  bill  being  fmuggled  into  Parlia- 
ment. Dr.  Hall  had  been  chofen  to  the  chair,  and 
prefided    in   this    important   difcuffion;    and    fifty 
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pounds  were  immediately  fubfcribed,  to  anfwer  con- 
tingencies. 

On  the  intention  of  this  meeting  being  made  pub- 
lic, and  the  ref olutions  they  had  formed  of  oppoiing 
a  meafure,  fo  arbitrary  in  itfelf,  fo  injurious  to  many^ 
and  fo  inconvenient  to  all ;  they  were  not  only  joined 
by  the  people  of  Gatefliead  in  general,  but  alfo  by  . 
many  gentlemen  of  the  counties  of  Durham  and 
Northumberland.    This  oppofition  foon  became  fo 
very  formidable,  as  to  induce  the  corporation  to  aban- 
don their  favourite  plan,  and  to  call  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  inhabitants  of  Newcallle,  Gatelhead,  and 
vicinity*    A  vaft  number  of  refpedable  perfons  met 
accordingly,  in  Mr.  Parker's' long- room,  Turk's-head 
inn,  Newcaftle  j  when  William  Lowes,  Efq.  of  Rid- 
ley-hall, was  unanimoufly  called  to  the  chair.     At 
this  meeting  it  was  agreed  upon,  without  one  diffent- 
ing  voice,  "  That  the  bed  and  moft  equitable  fitua- 
tion  for  a  new  bridge  was  the  lite  of  the  former  one  ; 
and  that  any  material  deviation  therefrom  would  be 
highly  injurious  to  the  property  of  numbers  of  indi- 
viduak."     The  bifliop  of  Durham  adopting  thefe  re- 
folutions,  the  corporation  coincided  alfo  with  them, 
and  joined  with  the  bifhop  and  inhabitants  of  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  in  a  general  application  to 
Parliament. 

We  have  given  an  account  of  this  tranfa&ion,  as 
we  find  it  accurately  written  down  in  the  notes  of  a 
gentleman  well  informed  on  the  fubje£t;  who,  if  our 
recolledlion  does  not  miflead  us,  officiated  as  clerk 
at  this  very  general  meeting.  We  record  it  in  the 
Hiftory  of  Newcaftle,  as  it  was  viewed,  at  that  time, 
confequential,  in  the  higheft  degree,  to  the  liberties 
and  property  of  very  many  concerned,  and  a  daring 
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kiftiiigemfcfit  bh  the  rights  of  the  bai-gefles,  that  thif 
were  not  confulted  on  matters  that  fo  deeply  iiiterdl^ 
ed  them  Aftd  their  p6ft^rity.  The  puWic  fpirit  then 
rail  high,  and  wz$  hot  to  be  intimidated  by  th6  *  in>i 
iblfence  ^office  C*  rtor  were  they  to  obferve,  with  a 
paffive  filence,  their  deareft  rights  and  moft  viiluable 
lAtefefts  facrificed,  by  any  dcfctiption  of  men  what. 
*ver.  We  have  tecotded  it,  becaufe  Mr.  Bratid  is 
eithet  too  courtly  or  tt^o  ill-infof  rtied,  t^fpeding  thefe 
irhpottaht  tratffa^ions,  to  take  ^ny  further  notice  of 
them,  thian  in  a  flight  manfrer,  infened  in  ^fmaH 
A(7/^  of  his  hiftoty,  vol.  i.  p.  52. 

To  proceed.  An  acl  pf  Parliament,  fot  a  matter  of 
ftich  general  concern,  was  eaiily  obtained ;  but  with 
the  ezpr^s  injundtioA,  to  ereft  no  houfes,  ihops«  or 
buildings  of  any  kind,  on  the  new  bridge ;  nor  were 
the  cottiinifl^>ners  to  take  tollage  from  foot  people, 
oh  the  tertipot'ary  one,  but  for  a  limited  time. 

In  cbnfequence  of  which,  the  foundation-ftone  of 
the  biftiop  of  Duthanl*s  part  of  Tyne-bridge  was  laid 
on  Friday,  Odober  14,  1774.  And  on  the  8th  July, 
1 775 1  bis  firft  arch  was  clofed  in. 

Tuefday  evening,  April  25,  1775,  the  firft  ftone  on 
the  Newcaftle  fide  Was  laid  by  Sit  Matthew  White 
Ridley,  batt.  mayor,  atnidft  a  great  concourfe  of  peo- 
ple, who  ardently  wifhed  profperity  and  permanency 
to  the  nhdettaking. 

July  8th,  1776,  a  medal  was  depofited  in  the  firft 
tiew  pier,  and  the  boundfifi^  of  thj.t  patt  of  the 
bridge  that  belong  to  the  corporation  fouthward,  by 
the  tnajror  atid  flierifi"  of  this  towti.  Over  the  device 
which  exhibited  the  NewCaftle  Eitchange,  with  the 
genius  of  commerce  fitting  by  it,  fupporting  the  arms 
of  th6  eotporatidh,  and  pr^fiefnting  a  parfe  to  a  figitte 
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in  the  robes  of  magiftracy,  diredbing  his  attention  to 
a  profpeft  of  fome  rifing  piers,  with  (hipping  and 
lighters  on  the  river,  is  the  following  motto  :  "  ^  -F. 
f'  ^  ^-  ^^od  felix  faujlumque  JiL^'^-Mdiy  it  be 
happy  and  propitious !  On  the  reverfe  is  this  in- 
fcription,  **  This  ftonc,  being  the  boundary  of  the 
corporation  of  Newcaftle  fouthward,  was  laid  Anno 
Domini  1776,  in  the  mayoralty  of  Charles  Atkinfon, 
Efq.  William  Cramlington,  Efq.  fheriff.  This  me- 
dal was  of  copper^  about  four  inches  diameter ;  and, 
being  inclofed  in  a  thick  glafs  cafe,  was  placed  in  the 
fouth-eaft  corner  of  the  north  pier. 

March  22,  1769,  there  was  an  order  of  common- 
council,  for  a  thoufand  pounds  to  be  expended  in 
purchafing  the  property  that  was  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  north  avenue ;  on  condition,  that  the  a  A  of  Par- 
liament, for  which  that  body  were  then  petitioning, 
could  be  obtained.  This  ad  paffed  accordingly. — 
By  it,  no  houfes,  except  tclUfliops,  were  to  be  ereded 
on  the  new  bridge ;  and  the  tolls  were  to  be  raifed 
upon  it  for  twelve  years,  and  no  longer,  from  June 

September  13,  1779,  the  fixth  and  laft  arch  of 
the  Newcaftle  part  of  the  new  ftone  bridge,  was 
clofed. 

Thus  have  we  attempted  a  detailed  and  accurate 
account  of  the  meafures  purfned  by  the  corporation, 
to  accoraplifli  this  undertaking.  Removing  the  pro- 
digious mafles  of  the  old  bridge,  either  with  levers, 
iron  wedges,  or  blafting  them  with  gunpowder;  then 
driving  piles,  fbod  with  iron,  deep  intoihe  bed  of  the 
river ;  thefe  having  their  tops  ftrongly  bound  with 
iron,  to  form  foundations  for  the  piers,  coft  great 
labour  and  expence. 
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It  appears,  as  dated  by  the  common.council,  m 
petitioning  for  an  extenfion  of  the  afl  for  taking  tolls, 
gtc.  that  the  corporation  had  expended,  of  their  own 
money,  December  29,  1778,  the  fum  of  21,042!.  los, 
I  id.  including  1838L  9s.  8d.  the  price  of  property 
on  the  old  bridge ;  and  that  it  was  fuppofed,  before 
it  was  finifhed,  it  would  coft  them  io,oool.  more.— 
It  alfo  appears,  that  they  had  expended  above  the 
fum  of  2400I.  as  the  charge  in  building  the  tem- 
porary bridge;  being  a  balance  of  32 il.  i8s.  9d« 
above  the  money  produced  by  the  tolls  on  the  latter. 
It  was,  upon  the  whole,  fuppofed^  that  the  ex^pence 
of  this  new  bridge  was  -not  lefs  than  30,oooL 

This  fabric,  though  not  beautiful,  is  exceedingly 
firong.  It  coniifts  of  nine  arches ;  and  is  in  length, 
from  north  to  fouth,  500  feet  and  a  £ew  inches  ;  its 
breadth  is  18  feet,  including  3  feet  on  each  fide  for 
a  foot- way. 

The  piers  which  fupport  the  fix  arches  on  the 
Newcadle  fide  of  the  bridge,  are  ruQicated,  which 
have  a  fine  efieidl :  thofe  on  the  bifliop's  fide  are  plain, 
which  caufe  a  diffimilarity  in  the  whole  ilruciure ; 
and  fuggefts  the  idea,  to  a  ftranger,  that  either 
there  was  a  want  of  harmony  in  the  plto,  or  in  the 
execution.  The  parapet  \vall  is  about  four  feet  fron^ 
the  level  of  the  foot-path,  on  each  fide  of  the  bridge. 

This  fabric  mi^bt  have  anfwered  the  purpofe  oi 
being  the  paflage  for  foot,  horfes,  or  poflibly,  a  fingle 
carriage,  occafionally,  over  fome  fequcilered  part  of 
the  river ;  but  when  it  was  to  be  a  communication, 
crowded  witi}  paflengers,  horfemen,  heavy  waggons, 
imceafing  driving  of  carriages,  and  .multitudes  of 
people,  the  inconvenience  attending  the  iiarK>wne6 
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of  the  main  ftrect  of  the  bridge,  with  great  difficulty 
fuffering  two  waggons,  or  larger  carriages,  to  pafs 
each  other,  when  they  happen  to  meet,  which  is  al- 
moft  inceflantly ;  while  the  foot-path  fcarcely  fuffers 
two  people  to  pafe  along  together,  or  to  pafs  each 
other,  was  univerfally  complained  of  and  fevercly 
felt^ 

It  is  laid,  that  the  corporation  intended,  by  the  ad« 
vice  of  the  architeds,  that,  as  they  were  building  a 
bridge,  to  laft  probably  for  ages,  to  make  the  whole 
as  'de  as  that  part  on  entering  it  by  the  north  end ; 
I  •♦,  ihey  were  thwarted  in  their  kudable  intentions 
By  the  bifbop;  who  would  on  no  account  be  prevailed 
upon  to  extend  his  part  to  the  fame  width ;  and  thus 
the  beauty  and  ufefulnefs  of  the  whole  were  in  a  great 
meafure  loft. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  prefent  magiftracy,  much 
to  their  honour,  have  fet  ferioufly  about  remedying 
this  great  inconvenience.  For  this  purpofe,  they 
have  contraded  with  Mr.  D.  Stephenfon,  architeft, 
to  widen  the  bridge  five  feet  on  each  fide.  This 
work  is  now  (September  24,  iSoi)  going  on,  and,  it 
is  hoped,  will  be  completed  in  the  courfe  of  next 
year.  That  gentleman  propofes,  we  undcrftand,  to 
alter  the  ftriifture  of  the  parapet  wall,  and  eredt  bal- 
luftrades,  or  fome  other  piece  of  architecture,  fuitable 
to  the  building. 

•  The  MANSION-HOUSE. 

Before  we  enter  upon  the  defcription  of  this  refi- 
dence  of  the  chief  magiftrate,  we  hope  our  readers 
will  permit  us  to  lay  before  them  a  few  remarks, 
communicated  by  an  ingenious  and  well-informed 
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correfpondent,  on  the  Close,  where  the  Manlion- 
houfe  Hands. 

"  This  ftreet  has  been  confiderably  widened,  from 
the  Manfion-houfe  to  the  Javel-Group,  by  taking  off 
feveral  feet  from  the  front  of  the  houfes  on  the  fouth 
fide,  and  adding  it  to  the  llreet,  which  has  rendered 
that  part  adjoining  to  the  Manfion-houfe. rather  more 
commodious.  It  is  faid  to  be  in  contemplation  to 
extend  this  improvement  weftward  from  the  Man- 
fion-houfe  to  Skinner-bourn.  It  would,  of  confe- 
quence,  be  found  neceffary  to  carry  the  fame  altera- 
tion eaftward  to  the  Biidge-end.  Nay,  it  is  the  wi(h 
and  fanguine  expedtation  of  many  trading  inhabi- 
tants, to  fee  the  Q^iay  carried  all  along  upwards  to 
Skinner-bourn,  above  the  bridge ;  t^nd  from  Sand- 
gate,  wheie  it  now  terminates,  eaftward,  to  St.  Peter's 
(properly  Sir  Pettr's)  Quay.  This  would  form  a 
goo(J  ftreet,  of  at  learl  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length, 
where  commodious  warelioufes  and  ftiops  might  be 
credled.  Vaft  and  chimerical  as  thefe  improvements 
may  feem  to  be  nt  prefent,  yet,  (hould  the  happy 
period  of  a  peace  return,  and  the  intended  canal,  fo 
long  delayed,  be  fet  about  in  earneft,  we  ftiould  not 
at  all  be  aftoniflicd,  under  an  enterprifing  and  public-^ 
fpiritcd  magijlracy\  to  fee  them  all,  in  a  very  few 
years,  realized.  No  town  in  the  empire  is  more 
capable  of  iuiprovem.  nt  than  Newcaftle,  and  no 
corporation  has  it  more  in  their  power,  or,  we  hope, 
inclination,  to  effedl  it." 

Mr  Bourne  tells  us,  that  many  of  the  houfes,  now 
converted  into  glazier's  ftiops,  cooper's  work*ftiops, 
foap  manufadories,  &c.  were  once  the  abodes  of  the 
great  and  wealthy  of  Newcaftle.     Here  dwelt  Sir 
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John  Morley,  one  of  the  mod  eminent  clmradlers  that 
ever  diredled  the  affairs  of  this  town ;  and  that  when 
the  widening  of  the  llreet  already  mentioned,  took 
place,  much  curious  old  pannelling  and  carvtd  w^ork 
was  taken  down  ;  and,  in  one  room,  oppofite  to  the 
long  ftairs,  were  peaces  for  the  mace,  Iword  of  ftate, 
and  cap  of  maintenance  to  be  fixed  in,  whicu  proves 
the  houfe  to  have  been  the  refidence  of  a  mayor, 
many  years,  likely,  before  the  manfion-houfe  had 
cxiftence. 

The    ftate-houfe    of  the  corporation    ffuys    Mr, 
Wallis)  is  on  the  edge  of  the  river  Tync,  in  the  nar- 
row (Ireet  called  the  Clofe.     It  is  a  modern  building, 
very  handfome,  with  an  area  or  court  before  it,  en- 
tered by  a  flight  of  fteps ;  within,  not  only  conveni- 
ent, but  elegant,  correfponding  with  the  grandeur 
and  hofpitality  kept  up  in  this  llately  manlion.     Its 
fituation  and  appearance  are  not  comparable  indeed 
to  the  palace  of  the  late  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  and 
which,  it  is  reported  to  have  been  the  intention  of 
the  corporation  to  purchafe,  and  convert  into  the 
town  or  manlion-houfe  ;  but  when  we  confider  that 
the  office  of  mayor  in  this  place  of  trade,  is  not  mere- 
ly nommal  like  many  inland  towns,  but  that  it  obliges 
the  chief  magiArate  to  a  conftant  reiidence,  being 
almoft   incelTantly   engaged  in  bufinefs,    a   central, 
and  convenient  fituation  near  the  Exchange,  Town- 
court,  Cuftom-hoife,  Q^tay,  fete  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary.     "  I  will  neitiicf  iiear,  nor  red refs  you,"  was  the 
haughty  reply*  of  Philip,  fatr.er  of    Alexander  tiie 
Great,  to  a  poor  womun  aiaking  application  for  that 
purpofe  to  him—"  You  wont  hear  me  I"  replied  the 
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fpirited  petitioner,  "  No,  I  wont,"  faid  Philip. 
Then  ^i>  BaLiTtkionra.  King  it  no  more^  added  Ihe. 
The  reproof  had  the  defired  effcd,  for  he  inftant- 
I7  examined  the  cafe  with  patience,  and  redref- 
fed  her  wrongs.  In  the  Manlion-houfe,  fuch  a 
ftern  replj  is  feldom  heard,  to  the  meaneft  peti- 
tioner. Indeed,  as  the  magiilrates  of  this  town  are 
almofl  all  nxen  of  bufinefs,  and  as  all  clafles  of  the 
inhabitants  are  deeply  concerned  in  trade  in  its  nu- 
merous ramifications,  they  confider  (and  jaftly  too) 
that  the  interefts  of  the  governors  and  the  governed 
are  infeparably  connefted. 

We  have  rather  anticipated  in  a  former  part  of  our 
work,  fonie  obfervations  on  the  furniture,  regalia,  old 
armour,  rooms  of  ftate,  and  of  convenience  in  the 
Manfion-houfe.  Wc  fhall  not  therefore  repeat  any 
further  details  of  thefe  articles  of  lefs  concern. 

We  have  juft  only  to  add,  that  for  the  fake  of  fomc 
improvements  in  the  front  of  the  Manfion-houfe,  fome 
years  ago,  the  corporation  purchafed  the  building  eaft* 
ward  of  it,  where  they  eredled  what  is  notv  called  the 
new  room,  which  is  very  fpacious,  where  public  enter- 
tainments  ^t  the  aiiiz,es,  quarter  feilions,  guilds,  &c. 
are  given  by  the  mayor. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE. 

The  houfe  which  many  years  ago  was  appropriated 
to  receiving  the  cuftoms,  was  at  the  head  of  tlie  quay. 
It  appears  to  have  been  of  great  antiquity,  and  pro- 
bably built  almoft  as  early  as  the  embanking  of  the 
river.  But  in  proportion  as  commerce  rapidly  in- 
creafed,  it  was  found  inconvenient.  The  corporation 
therefore,  having  procured  a  central  fituation  on  the 
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oiiddle  of  the  quay,  the  workmen  begun  on  the  20t!i 
of  May  1765,  to  clear  the  ground  for  building  a  new 
Cttftom-houfe,  This  was  accordingly  finifhed.  It 
has  a  handfome  front  towards  the  river,  is  four  (lorief 
high,  -and  contains  a  great  nfiany  feparate  and  coave« 
ment  apartments,  for  tratifafting  the  extcnfiire  huH^ 
neis  daily  done. 

ASSEMBLY  ROOMS. 

Trade  has  long  been  the  principal  purXtiit  of  thie 
people  of  this  town.  By  the  tenor  of  the  indenturcf 
cf  die  youth,  (as  we  will  afterwards  fee)  by  their  pre- 
fiuibed  drefs,  •  yiduals,  .and  above  all,  the  powerful 
influence  of  example,  in  which  they  had  condantly 
fet  befove  their  eyes,  the  frugality^  induftry,  charity, 
and  fimplicity  of  the  manners  of  tiieir  virtuous  pa« 
rents,  the  richnefs  of  attire,  the  foft  and  deJicioug 
luxuries  of  life,  and  chiefly  the  more  elegant  jefine« 
moQts  were  confined  to  the  higher  ranks  of  fociety  ; 
and  therefore  balls,  afiemblies,  mafquerades,  routs, 
&c.  were  kept  from  the  eyes  and  cars  of  the  youth 
of  this  town  with  a  wary  and  jealous  attention.  So 
thatibr  many  years  the  rooqi  appropriated  to  dancings 
aflemblies,  &c.  was  in  the  Groat- market,  (for  which 
-fee  page  120)  and  is  far  from  being  either  veiy  ex- 
tenfive,  orfeetningly  adapted  for  a  concourfe  of  po- 
liflied  and  opulent  people.  It  has,  indeed,  been  eon« 
verted  of  late,  as  we  will  fee,  to  a  purpofe  truly  ufeful. 
But  in  proportiaa  as  civilization,  learning,  and  fo- 
reign inteocourfe,  diffufed  their  influence,  a  tade  for 
the  polite  amufements  of  the  drama,  the  dance,  the 
poUih  of  refined  manners,  rapidly  took  place  in  New- 
caftle. 

It 


fti6  3[mpattial  ^iaorg  of 


HMM» 


It  was  therefore  a  general  fentiment  to  have  places 
deftined  to  thefe  elegant  amuferaents.  The  Aflem^ 
bly  Rooms  were  for  thofe  purpofes  agreed  to  be  built 
by  fubfcription.  The  fituation  fixed  on  by  the  com- 
mittee, was  on  part  of  the  garden  belonging  to  the 
vicarage  of  this  town,  near  the  head  of  Weftgate- 
ftreet.  For  this  purpofe  an  ad  of  parliament  was  ob- 
tained 14  George  HI.  to  enable  Dodor  Fawcett,  then 
vicar,  to  grant  a  leafe  of  fome  part  of  the  ground  be- 
longing to  this  vicarage  for  999  years,  referving  to 
faimfelf  and  fucceflbrs,  an  annual  ground-rent  of 
twenty  pounds, 

A.  D.  1773,  the  fubfcription  for  building  the  new 
AlTembly  Rooms  was  opened,  when  the  corporation 
of  this  town  fubfcribed  200  pounds,  and  numbers, 
both  in  the  town  and  neighbouring  counties,  came 
forward  with  their  fupport.  The  building  w^as  finiih- 
ed  and  cod  in  all  6701  pounds.  * 

This  monument  of  the  tafte  and  liberality  of  the 
people  of  this  town  was  built  under  the  diredion  of 
the  late  Mr.  William  Newton  of  Charlotte-fquare, 
archited,  and  furpaffes  every  other  public  building 

in 

*  Monday  May  16,  i774>y  ^^  noon,  die  foundation  ftone  was 
laid  by  William  Lowes,  Efq.  in  the  prefence  of  a  great  company 
of  ladies  and  gendemen.  A  plate  with  the  following  infcripUQa 
was  put  under  the  ftOne. 

In  an  age 

When  die  polite  arts 

By  general  encouragement  and  emulation^ 

Have  advaneed  to  a  ftate  of  perfe^ion 

Unknown  in  any  former  period  s 

The  firft  ftone  of  this  edifice,' 

Dedicated  to  the  mod  elegant  recreationt 

Was  laid  by  William  Lowes,  £fq. 

Oa  the  16th  of  May  1774. 
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in  Ndwcaftie  for  elegance  df  defign  and  e&ecutioa 
of  wotkmanfliiip.  it  prefetits  a  front  adorned  With  ^ 
oolonade  of  fix  beautiful  pillars,  ftdd  two  hundf^me 
wingi.  A  fine  gm6  plot,  with  a  tiit\iUr  gravel 
road  for  carriages  in  the  front.  This  ttgairt  it  tn- 
clofed  with  painted  iron  palifades,  With  laiVipl  Thtt 
great  taotn  is  decorated  with  feveral  fplendid  cihryftal 
laflres,  manufadured  at  the  glafs-h6ufe8  here,  which 
coft,  as  is  faid,  foine  hundred  pounds  each,  tind  give 
th^  room,  when  iliurninated,  an  elegant  appearance^ 
Belides  the  grand  faloon,  there  are  a  codfee-room,  ft 
card-room,  and  a  well  chofen  but  fmall  tolledion  of 
books.  Moft  of  the  public  d&ily  prints  ^ft  taken  itk 
at  the  firft  of  thefe  tooms  for  the  ufe  of  fubfcribers. 
Such  is  a  Ihort  defcription  6f  the  Newcaftle  Aflembly* 
rooms,  tind  of  which  our  reader^  have  a  correal  and 
elegantly  executed  engraving,  in  the  3d  Nutnbef 
of  this  work. 

THEATRE-ROtAL. 

The  advocates  for  the  dfanfia  aflert,  that  thi^  fpeciet 
of  entertainment  is  the  moft  reined  and  elevated  of 
all  ethers ;  and  while  it  charms  and  delights,  it  at  the 
fame  time  refines  and  improves^  the  human  heart. 
There  are  others,  however,  endowed  with  an  equal 
portion  of  underftanding,  who  do  not  hefirate  to  af« 
firm,  that  ad  exceffive  attachment  to  theatrical  exhi<^ 
bieions  has  been  the  ruin  of  empires,  the  fubverfion 
of  morals,  and  the  bane  of  induftry ,  as  well  iki  of  do^ 
meftic  fociety.  f*rorn  the  mdny  feverd  laws  and 
refiridtons,  ena^tefd  by  Out  virtuous  and  prudent 
forefathers,  againft  ftage^^play^,  interludes,  8tc.  we 
can  eafily  judge  in  what  Ught  (hey  view^  theatrical 

£  c  ejchibitions  i 
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exhibitions ;  though  we  alfo  well  know  the  kind  rf 
piays  they  condemn ;  it  is  an  affecaing  truth  that  the 
venal  pens  of  Dryden,  Congreve,  &c,  contributed, 
though  in  a  very  fmall  degree,  to  poifon  the  loofe, 
laughing,  licentious  age  of  Charles  II.  by  their  dra* 
roatical  compofitions.  In  the  more  virtuous  reign  of 
queen  Anne,  immortalized  by  the  produdions  of  the 
greateft  heroes,  poets,  and  philofophers  that  ever 
adorned  the  Britifli  annals,  the  entertainment  of  the 
drama  aflumed  a  more  rational,  chaftei  and  dignified 
form.  Addifon,  Pope,  Steel,  and  others,  united  their 
efforts  to  expel  the  lufcioq^s  but  baneful  dramatical 
entertainments,  formerly  exhibited^  and  to  replace 
them  by  others  more  worthy  the  rational  mind ;  and 
they  happily  fucceeded.  The  prefent  reign  has  beea 
didinguiflied  for  the  chaftity  of  theatrical  produc*. 
tions ;  nor  do  any,  of  an  immoral  or  licentious  tea- 
dency,  receive  the  royal  countenance  or  approbation. 
The  theatre  of  Newcaftle  for  many  years,  was  in 
the  Bigg-market,  behind  the  Turk's  Head  Inn, 
But  upon  the  late  improvements  made  in  the  ftreets, 
&c,  a  new  theatre  was  judged  to  be  neceflary, 
both  to  anfwer  the  gurpofe  of  convenience,  and  to 
heighten  the  embeliifhments  of  the  town.  For 
this  purpofe,  propofals  and  a  plan  were  given  in  by 
Mr.  David  Stephenfon,  archited,  in  confequence  of 
which  he  was  employed  to  build  the  new  theatre  in 
the  middle  of  Moiley-Rreet.  It  is  an  elegant  and 
commodious  (ituation,  and  if  not  the  mod  capacious, 
it  is  poifibly  as  convenient  for  a  moderate  audience, 
as  any  theatre  in  the  north  of  England.  Yet  it  is  a 
remark  of  the  late  ingenious  and  well  informed  bur- 
ge{s  we  fo  often  quote,  that  it  is  rather  unluckily 
placed  too  far  eaftward,  and  will  caufe  a  bend  in  the. 

intended 
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intended  new  ftreet  to  be  carried  due  north  towards 
the  High-bridge,  &c.  Its  front  is  adorned  with 
feftoons  and  dramatical  emblems,  beautifully  forqied. 
An  a&  of  parliament  was  obtained  for  authority  to 
reprefent  dramatical  produdions  upon  this  ftage, 
and  to  transform  the  adlors,  who  by  law  are  unluckily 
clailed  with  rogues,  vagabonds ,  and  fturdy  beggars^ 
into  his  Majesty's  Servants  of  the  Theatre  Royal, 
of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne.  So  omnipotent  is  an  ad 
of  Parliament !  Yet  there  are  fome  growling  male- 
contents,  (but  there  is  not  a  poflibility  in  pleafing 
every  one)  who  whimper  fomething  about  an  income- 
tax,  tliat  his  maj'efty  has  othtrjiurdy  begging  fervants, 
befides  the  poor  players,  who  oddly  enough  araufe 
people  by  "  fuming  and  fretting  their  part'*  and  then 

are  gone. 

For  fcveral  feafons  pad  the  theatre  here  has  been 
well  attended  j  and  the  powers  of  Kemble,  Cooke, 
.&c.  have  drawn  overflowing  houfes;  Acrols  the 
Areet  eaftward  is  the 

PQST-QFFICE. 

It  was  long  in  the  Bigg-market,  afterwards  re- 
moved to  the  Side.  But  that  Rreet  being  fo  exceed- 
ingly incommodious,  in  every  refped,  and  the  new 
ones  of  Mofley  and  Dean-ftreets  b-ing  central 
and  fpacio'js,  and  particularly  convenient  for  the 
mail  coaches,  which  occupy  a  deal  of  room,  the  nna- 
giftrates  transferred  the  potUoffice  to  Mofley-ftreet. 
Jt  is  a  buildiftg  perfedly  calculated  for  the  purpofe, 
is  full  of  conveniences  for  the  poft- matter,  &c.  as  alfo 
for  the  trading  people  in  receiving  and  delivermg 
letters,  unjolUed  by  paflengers,  which  formerly  was 

frequently  the  cafe.  . 
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CALE-CROSS. 

On  the  north  fide  of  Lork-Burr>,  near  the  Sandhill, 
ftood  the  Cale-crofs,  which  Grey  in  his  chorographia, 
defcribes  as  a  •*  fair  one,  with  columns  of  hewn  ftone 
covered  with  lead."  Not  many  years  ago,  there  was 
a  cidern  i^t  the  top  of  it,  to  hold  what  was  then  called 
the  new  water.  It  was  taken  down  in  the  year 
1723.  This  ancient  Crofs  was  rebuilt  A.  D.  17 13, 
afrei  a  deiign  by  Mr.  David  St&phenfon,  architeift. 
It  is  fupported  by  columns  beautifully  adorned,  as 
vfeW  as  the  top  with  various  emblematical  aflemhlages 
of  the  town's  arms,  horns  of  plenty,  &c.  On  the 
ibuth-wcil  corner,  on  the  top,  is  a  lion  couchant, 
vrhich  finely  lets  out  the  ftrudture,  and  was  a  prefeqt 
froai  Sir  iM  irthew  White  Ridley.  The  infcription  as 
follows  :  ''  Sir  Matthew  Wlyte  Ridky,  hart,  mayor, 
Richard  Bell,  Efq.  (he  riff.*' 

It  got  the  na.ne  of  Cale-crofs,  fays  Bourne,  from. 
the  kail  or  broth  which  was  fold  here  informer  timea. 
This,  adds  lie,  '*  feems  to  have  been  its  original  name, 
for  I  met  with  it  by  this  name  in  the  reign  of  king 
Richard  II.  and  alfb  in  a  writing,  dated  in  the  time 
at  king  £dward  III. 

In  a  coufirni^tion  of  the  Wall-Knowl  hofpital*  A* 
D.  J  360,  it  is  caJM  *'  Cale^rofe."    . 

Here,  ^Ipecially  on  market  d^ys,  are  foW  eggs, 
g^ilk,  butter,  cbeefe,  &c.  And  at  this  Crofs  the  two 
great  fairs  are  proclaimed. 

Without  Nun-gate,  half  way  to  Ncwgato, 
fiands  the 

WHITECROSS. 

This  too  is  of  great  antiquity,  as  there  tire  accounts 
of  it  fo  diftant  as  A.  D.  1410.  uth  of  Henry  IV; 

Mr. 


I 
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Mr.  Bourne  fays,  **  On  the  place  where  the  Crofs 
formerly  ftooi',  was  a  ciftcm  for  receiving  the  water, 
which  waa  called  the  New -water.  This  too,  he  adds, 
was  pulled  down,  and  there  is  now,  an  the  place 
where  the  Crofs  then  ftood,  a  pillar  of  ftone-work.** 

In  the  yean 773,  a  Milk-market  was  eftablifhed  at 
the  While  trofs.  In  the  year  1783  it  wus  pulled 
down,  and  rebuilt  after  a  deiign  by  Mr.  David  Ste- 
phenfon,  architeft,  in  the  mayoralty  of  the  late  wor- 
thy alderman  Atkinfon,  whofe  name  it  bears  infcrib- 
ed.  It  is  a  neat  but  low  fabric,  with  a  good  clock, 
in  a  little  pretty  fpire,  whicb  is  of  great  fervice  to 
that  part  of  the  town. 

The  fairs  are  alfu  proclaiaied  at  tbi^  Crofs. 

We  h^ve  given  a  general  account  of  the  ancient 
places  of  ftrength,  of  refiraint  for  the  unrj^Iy,  and  of 
amufenskent  for  the  gay  and  lively  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  and  its  vicinity.  We  now  turn  our 
attention,  to  the  defQription  of  the  numerous  places  of 
worihip,  for  which  it  has  been  celebrated,  during  the 
revolution  of  many  centuries. 

We  ihall  begin  with  an  account  of 

ST.  NICHOLAS*  C  tURGH. 

The  propriety  of  ftrndures  dedicated  to  tbe  pup- 
pofes  of  devotion  has  been  denied  and  ridiculed  by  a 
certain  clafs,  mjtny  of  waom  are  otherwife  men  of 
fcience  and  inteliigence.  Yet  w^;  prcfurae  to  obfervq, 
and  it  nUy  do  00  violence  to  niiel  ;phyUcal  inveiliga^ 
tion  to  afiert,  ttiat  re%Lon  is  n^itural  to  man;  and 
that  you  may  a$  well  diveil  him  of  nib  exiiience,  as 
tttempt  to  efface  this  indelible  inipreilion  (lamped  oa 
his  mind.     It  is  interwoven  in  the  conftitution  of  the 

enlight-* 
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enlightened  fage,  and  of  the  uncultivated  barbarian. 
It  pervades  human  nature  in  every  age  and  clime  ; 
though  the  external  expreffions  of  it  may  be  found 
widely  different,  according  to  the  education  of  the 
mind«  Man  certainly  ftands  high  in  the  fcale  of  be- 
ing. His  fublime  afpeft,  his  ardent  afpiration  after 
fuperior  degrees  of  mental  improvement^  and  confe- 
quently  enjoyment,  demonftrate  him  to  have  been 
formed  the  noblefl  and  mod  perfect  of  all  the  works 
of  the  Deity,  in  the  fyftem  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted. So  true  is  the  obfervation  of  the  old  chro* 
nicler,  of  the  debaucheries  of  his  gods : 

Protiaqui  cum  fpedent  animalta  c£tera  terram; 

Os  homini  fublime  dedU^  calumque  tueri 

J^JJ^i  ^  credos  adjidera  tolUre  vuhut.  Ovid* 

And  whilft  they  (the  gods)  beheld  other  animals  groveling 
upon  the  earth,  to  man  was  given  an  tttQ.  countenance  | 
he  was  ordered  to  look  up  towards  heaveni  to  lift  his  lace 
towards  the  ftars* 

The  wide  univerfe  is  one  vaft  volume,  fpread  out 
for  his  inftrudion,  and  a  motive  for  his  devotion. 

Yet,  to  mortify  his  pride,  he  cannot  fail  to  ob- 

ferve,  that,  in   feveral  refpefts,   he  is  furpaflTed  by 

the  brute.— In  his  long  imbecility,  in  infancy  ;   his 

neceffity,  through  cuflom,  for  drefs  ;  the  neceffity  of 

his  food  being  transformed,  by  the  aftion  of  fire,  &c. 

In  all  thefe  circumftances,  his  inferiority  to  the  brute 

is  inconteftible.     But  the  principle  termed  inflindt  in 

the  brute,  and  which  regulates  its  whole  routine  of 

actions,  becomes  reafon  in  man ;  and  the  powers  of 

his  mind,  fo  vaft,  fo  boundlefs,  fet  him  at  once,  at 

the  head  of  creation,  and  demonftrate  him  formed  for 

the  moft  fublime  contemplation,  and  the  pureft  in* 

telledlual  pleafurcs. 

Indeed, 
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Indeed,  no  one  can  confider  the  giand  (trudure  of 
the  heavens  without  having  his  mind  filled  with  the 
moft  fupreme  veneration  for  its  glorious  Author.  He 
cannot  fail  to  obfenre,  that  even  every  portion  of  this 
earth,  Tea,  and  air,  is  fullof  fenfitive  beings,  capable, 
in  their  refpedive  orders,  of  enjoying  the  good  things 
God  has  prepared  for  their  comfort.  When  philofo- 
phy  informs  us  of  the  motion  of  a  comet,  running  be* 
yond  the  orbitpfthe  Georgian  flar,  attempting  to  efcape 
into  the  pathlefs  regions  of  boundlefs  fpace ;  yet  feel- 
ing, at  its  utmoft  diftancc,  the  attra&ive  influence  of 
the  fun,  hearing,  as  it  were,  the  voice  of  God  arrefl- 
iog  its  progrefs,  and  compelling  it,  after  a  lapfe  of 
ages,  to  reiterate  its  ancient  courfe  !  The  incompre. 
henfible  diilance  of  the  liars  from  the  earth,  and  from 
each  other !  Our  imaginations  are  confounded  and 
loft,  when  we  are  told,  that  a  ray  of  light,  which 
moves  at  the  rate  of  above  ten  millions  of  mUes  in  a 
minute,  will  not,  though  emitted  at  this  inftant,  from 
the  brighteft  ftar,  reach  the  earth  in  lefs  than  fix 
years !  ^* 

But  we  are  ftill  more  confounded  in  contemplating 
the  goodnefs  and  condefcenfion  of  the  Supreme  Be- 
ing, in  redifying  the  fatal  errors  which  had  convulfed 
and  ruined  the  moral  world.  Thefe  excite,  in  a  well* 
difpofed  mind,  the  mingled  emotions  of  ^*  wonder, 
love,  and  praife."  He,  therefore,  who  confiders,  that 
"  in  Him  we  live,  move,  and  have  our  being,  may 
leadily  yield  his  afient  to  the  propriety  of  either  pub- 
licly or  privately  acknowledging  his  dependence  up- 
on that  independent  Being,  and  his  humble  fubmiflion 
to  all  the  divine  difpenfations.  Hence  arifes  the 
propriety  of  public  or  focial  worfhip,  and  thankfuU 

nels  to  that  great  Firil  Caufe,  from  whom  we  derive 

all 
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all  our  benefits;  nor  can  man  be  engaged  in  an  em. 
pioyment  fo  dignifying,  fo  fublime,  and  fo  truly 
noble. 

Contemplations  fuch  as  thefe  fill  the  mind  with 
humble  benevolence  arKl  piety. 

It  arofe,  as  we  ought  charitably  to  fuppofe,  from 
thefe  and  fimilar  confiderations,  that  the  early  inha» 
bitants  of  Newcaftle  crowded  the  town  with  places 
of  worfliip.  The  river,  the  hills,  the  dales,  and  the 
adjacent  ocean,  would  all  tend  to  imprefs  them  with 
ideas  at  once  fublime  and  devout.  They  might  be 
miflaken  in  the  lefler  circumilances  of  mode  and  form, 
but  the  grand  principle,  the  continued  fenfation  c^ 
acknowledgments  of  the  power  and  benevolence  of 
the  Supreme  Being,  ever  remains  the  fame. 

When  we  fee  the  names  of  Roger  Thornton,  Law^ 
rence  Adton,  Robert  Rhodes,  and  many  othera,  in-* 
fcribed  in  public  places  of  devotion,  in  marble  and 
on  brafs,  but  **  whofe  record  is  on  high,"  we  are  in-» 
fpited  with  a  veneration  for  the  fandity  of  their  cha^ 
raders  and  the  fplendour  of  their  virtues ;  and  yet 
who  Cmaugre  the  ample  fortunes  which  they  acquired 
and  the  high  honours  to  which  they  attained)  knew 
how  to  "  ufe  the  world  as  not  ahuiing  it,"  as  well  as 
uny/cojii^  infidel,  either  in  Cfacir  own  times  or  in  ours« 
Thefe  introdudory  remarks  on  this  important 
branch  of  our  work,  may  not  feem  uiinecefiary,  when. 
weconfider  the  ufes  and  defigns  of  churched;  as^ 
when  we  fe^  large  and  convenient  fifufturcs,  with 
curious  at)d  ingenioua  pieces  of  machinery,  and  are 
iDformed  that  they  are  intended  for  cafting  iron» 
£DDieItiil{(  metais,  fabricating  filk,  cotton,  lineti,  wool« 
lei^  Ac.  for  the  feifvice  of  man,  fo  ciiarches  are  for 
ttrnt  of  the  Moijb  High,  who  inhabics  that  which  it 
**  laot  made  with  hands/*  The 
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The  ancient  Perfians  reprobated  the  idea  of  includ- 
ing  the  omniprefencc  of  the  Deity  in  temples  made 
of  ftone  or  marble,  accounting  the  univerfe  his 
temple.  It  was  on  that  account  that  Xerxes,  the 
Perfian  emperor,  upon  his  invading  Greece,  burnt 
down  all  the  temples,  as  blafphemoufly  tefled):ing 
upon  the  Divine  Omniprefence  ;  the  Magian  priefts^ 
who  attended  him  in  this  expedition,  inciting  that 
prince  to  this  aft  of  religious  zeal.  And  it  is  very 
remarkable,  that  the  ancient  Druids,  had  the  places 
of  their  fimple,  yet  fublime  worfliip,  open  at  top : 
bat  their  more  general  clacb-Jkachda\  or  **  ftone 
of  worftiip,''  was  in  a  circular  arrangement  of 
huge  ftoncs,  and  always  on  fome  eminence,  from 
whence  they  might  have  a  profpcdt  of  the  expanfe 
of  the  heavens,  and  the  circumjacent  country,  in 
order  to  enkrgc  their  ideas  and  elevate  their  ado- 
ration. 

It  is  a  very  curious  circumftance,  that  at  Calen- 
der, about  twenty  miles  north  of  Stirling,  is  the 
mountain  of  Benledy,*  one  of  the  higheft  in  Scot- 
land ;  on  the  very  fummit  of  which  was  a  Druidical 
temple,  confifting  of  huge  Hones,  in  a  circular  form, 
and  which  probably  have  been  creded  for  two  thou- 
fand  years.  Thither,  at  fet  times,  all  the  inhabitants 
ufed  to  attend,  for  the  purpofes  of  devotion  ;  and  to 
this  day,  as  the  worthy  minifter  (Mr.  Robertfon,  of 
Calender)  informed  us,  when  the  people  enquire  of 
one  another,  on  Sunday  mornings,  if  they  mean  to  go 
to  church  ?  they  fay,  in  Gaelic,  "  Are  you  going  (do 
clachanj  to  the  Jhnes  to-day  ?"  Referring,  no  doubt, 
to  the  pradice  of  their  progenitors,  before  the  intro- 
dudion  of  Chriftianity  into  the  ifland* 
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It  may  be  objefted,  that  the  ubiquity  of  the  Deity 
forbids  the  idea  of  local  worfliip.  In  reply  we  would 
obferve,  that,  as  by  temples  and  churches  we  cannot 
include^  fo  the  very  term  ubiquity  implies,  that  it  is 
equally  impoflible  to  exclude  the  Divine  Prefence, 

We  now  proceed  to  defcribe  St.  Nicholas*  church, 
and  efpecially  its  beautiful  and  magnificent  fpire, 
the  pride  and  chief  ornament  of  Newcaftle. 

This  moll  elegant  ftrufture  is  juftly  the  objeft  of 
admiration  to  all  ilrangers,  as  well  as  it  is  the  pride 
and  boaft  of  the  inhabitants ;  who  you  will  not  eafiiy 
perfuade,  that,  for  lightnefs,  fymmetry,  loftinefs,  and 
architectural  grandeur,  any  fteeple  in  the  world  is 
like  theirs ;  and,  to  fay  the  truth,  it  will  not  eafiiy 
be  found.  From  whatever  quarter  we  approach  the 
town,- St.  Nicholas  prefents  its  beautiful  fpire. 

It  was  termed  '*  the  Church  of  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne :"  either  intimating  that  it  had  been  ereAed 
before  any  other  church  was  built  in  the  town  ;  or 
elfe,/>^r  excellentiam^  by  way  of  dignity.  According 
to  the  fuperftition  of  the  times,  it  was  dedicated  to 
Saint  Nicholas.  But  we  are  not  from  the  name  to 
conclude,  that  this  was  the  fame  Saint  Nicholas, 
who  was  one  of  the  feyen  apollolic  deacons,  and  who, 
renouncing  the  pureand  fimple  doftrines  of  Chrifti- 
anity,  founded  a  fed  of  the  Gnoftics,  which  became 
for  ages  the  bane  of  the  church,  and  whofe  infamous 
doctrine,  throwing  down  all  reftraints  refpeding  in- 
tercourfe  between  the  fexes,  is  fo  feverely  reprobated. 
Rev.  ii.  v.  15.  The  Saint  Nicholas,  to  whom  this 
noble  ftrudure  was  dedicated,  was,  according  to 
ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  bittiop  of  Myra,  a  city  in  Lycia. 
a  province  of  Afia  Minor.  He  lived  about  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fourth  century,  and,  during  the  perfe- 

cution 
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tion  under  Licinius  the  Roman  emperor,  was  fent 
into  banifhment :  but  after  the  death  of  that  tyrant, 
he  revifited  his  diocefe,  and  threw  out  all  the  idols 
which  he  found.  He  is  faid  to  have  aflifted  at  the 
famous  general  council  of  Nice,  and  appeared  a  ftre- 
nuous  opponent  to  the  Arians,  His  feftival  is  on  the 
6th  of  December. 

In  Mr.  Bourne's  time,  a  large  flag,  which  was 
the  firll  ftep  into  the  church,  at  the  north  door, 
was  cut  all  along  the  furface  with  uneven  lines, 
in  imitation  of  the  waves  of  the  fea,  as  a  filent  re- 
membrancer of  this  faint,  fo  famous  among  fome  for 
his  miracles  and  apparitions  by  Tea,  that  he  has  me- 
rited the  title  of  the  "  patron  of  the  failors."  If  this 
was  the  cafe,  it  feems  as  if  prediftive  of  the  number 
and  confequence  of  that  ufeful  body  of  men,  which 
one  day  was  to  prove  the  ftrength  and  opulence  of 
Newcaftlc. 

Who  the  founder  of  this  noble  building  was,  is  not 
diftinclly  handed  down.  It  is  rather  mortifying  to 
human  pride,  to  coniider,  that  the  names  of  thofe 
who  have  reared  the  moft  magnificent  and  ftupen^ 
dous  ftrudures  in  the  world  have  been  utterly  Iwal- 
lowed  up  and  loll.  Of  this  the  Egyptian  pyramids 
are  a  memorable  example.  Thcfe  wonderful  efforts 
of  art  have  exifted  nearly  entire  for  four  thoufand 
years,  yet  the  names  of  their  original  founders  is  a 
fubjeft  of  continued  difpute.  It  is  the  cafe  with  this 
more  ufeful  and  beautiful  fabric ;  fome  afcribing  its 
exiftence  to  Henry  I.  others  to  Ofmund,  bilhop  of 
Sahlbury,  anno  1091.  This  Ofmund  was  by  biitli  a 
Norman,  and  attended  the  conqueror  in  his  fuccefs-. 
ful  invafion  of  England;  was  created,  by  that  prince, 
earl  of  Dorfet,  and,  according  to  Godwin,  elevated 
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to  the  chancellorfhip  of  England.  So  meritorious 
was  this  prince-prelate,  that  he  was  enrolled  in  the 
calendar  of  the  faints,  being  canonized  upon  his 
death,  anno  1099, 

King  Henry  made  over  the  church  of  Newcaftle, 
with  that  of  Newburn,  to  the  biftiop  of  Carlifle,  who 
to  this  day  is  the  impropriator  and  patron.  The 
other  churches  are  dependent  upon  it,  and  yet 
they  are  termed  three  dillind  parifties.  The  vicar 
receives  dues  from  them  all. 

In  the  year  1 194,  in  the  reign  of  ktng  Stephen, 
Hugh  Pudfey,  bifhop  of  Durham,  afligned  to  the 
minifter  of  St.  Nicholas'  church  all  the  fruits,  annual 
profits,  oblations,  and  obventions,  belonging  to  that 
church,  except  the  great  tythes. 

It  {lands  in  an  advantageous  and  elevated  iitua- 
tion,  almoft  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  It  is  feventy- 
nine  yards,  two  feet,  and  nine  inches  in  length ;  and 
of  a  height  in  which  the  moft  exadt  proportion  has 
been  obferved.  But  the  principal  objeA  of  adnai- 
ration  in  this  mother-church  is  its  curious  and  lofty 
fteeple.  Four  images  cut  in  ftone,  at  full  length, 
are  placed  in  the  four  corners  of  the  fquare  tower, 
out  of  which  rifes  a  curious  fteeple,  fixty-four  yards, 
one  foot,  and  nine  inches  in  height,  adorned  with 
thirteen  pinnacles,  two  bold  ftone  arches  fupporting 
a  large  and  beautiful  lanthorn,  on  which  is  a  tall 
and  ftateiy  fpire.  It  has  eight  mufical  bells,  on 
which  occafionally  are  rung  a  variety  of  changes, 
and  are  heard  at  a  great  diftance.  The  great  bell 
was  newcaft  at  Colchefter,  It  weighed  3129  pounds. 
The  prefent  tenor,  or  great  bell,  was  put  up  in  1 734, 
the  old  one  having  been  cracked  in  ringing. 

It 
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It  is  a  note  of  the  late  celebrated  Dr.  V/arburton. 
biibop  of  Glouccfter,  that  as  the  early  Chriftians 
worihipped  in  groves,  and  amidfl  thick  and  (hady 
trees,  fo  the  firft  converts  among  the  Goths  built 
their  churches  fo,  as  to  bear  fome  refemblance  to  thefe 
original  places  of  worftiip ;  the  ftrong  pillars  which 
fupported  them  were  arranged  in  parallel  rows,  whofe 
tops  diverged  along  the  roof  like  the  fpreading  tops 
of  trees.  St.  Nicholas'  church,  and  indeed  almoft  all 
old  churches,  are  conilrui^ed  in  this  form. 

In  the  year  1359,  this  church  is  faid  to  have  been 
re-built  ;  probably  having  decayed  through  age. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  belfrey  is  this  infcription  : 

Orate  pro  ofumd  KoB^ViT I  Rhodes. 
¥tzj  for  the  foul  of  Robert  Rhodss. 

This  Robert  Rhodes,  it  is  highly  probable,  was  the 
munificent  contributor  towards  building  the  lanthorn 
and  the  pinnacles  of  the  fteeple,  as  he  is  mentioned 
with  great  refped  by  Harding,  mayor,  in  1453, 
who  was  his  cotemporary.  This  fine  piece  of  archi- 
tedlure  has  undergone  feveral  repairs.  So  lately  as 
1796,  it  had  a  thorough  one  ;  v\hfn  a  new  vane,  en- 
tirely  of  copper,  was  put  upon  the  upper  fpirc,  and 
the  whole  painted  in  oil,  of  a  ilone  colour,  to  the  crofs 
leads.  The  roof,  which  is  lofty  and  grand,  is  fupport- 
ed by  Gothic  pillars,  well  cut,  riiafly,  and  flrong. 

In  the  organ-gallery  is  a  double  organ.  On  the 
north  fide  of  this  gallery  is  St.  George's  porch.  It  is 
vaulted  underneath,  aitd  cieled  above;  was  anciently 
adorned  with  curious  carvings  in  wood,  and  the  win- 
dows with  paintings  on  the  glafs. 

St.  Mary's  porch  is  railed  in,  and  employed  for  the 
daily  burial  fervice. 

Saint 
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Saint  Margaret's  porch  is  the  burial-place  of  the 
Bewick  family,  of  Clofe-houfe.  Robert  died  Sept. 
3d,  177/,  aged  44.  He  was  knighted  by  king  Geo. 
III.  when  high  flierifF  of  Northumberland. 

The  whole  area  of  this  fpacious  church  was  covered 
with  infcriptions  on  flag-ftones,  commemorative  of 
the  dead  who  deep  below.  But  when  it  had  an  en« 
tire  alteration,  in  the  year  1783,  being  transformed 
into  a  kind  bf  cathedral,  mod  of  the  monumental 
flones  were  removed,  broken,  ftolen,  or  loft :  which 
(fays  Mr.  Brand)  the  antiquarian  muft  deeply  la- 
ment. 

At  that  time,  the  pulpit,  and  the  whole  of  the 
pews,  galleries,  &c.  were  taken  away.  The  chancel 
was  quite  difmantled,  the  altar  fkreen  removed  back-, 
ward  to  the  great  eaft  window.  '  In  Ihort,  every  old 
erection  was  levelled,  except  the  organ  gallery. — 
Since  then  no  burials  are  permitted  in  the  place  ap- 
pointed for  divine  fervice. 

In  the  middle,  and  on  the  crofs-roof,  are  the  coats 
of  arms  of  the  kings,  princes,  bifliops,  abbots,  the  town 
mayors  and  benefadors,  afBxerf  to  the  joinings  of  the 
timbers  at  the  top.  It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate 
the  monuments  and  infcriptions  with  which  this  fa- 
mous church  abounds.  We  fhall  therefore  only  feledl 
a  few  of  the  moft  confpicuous. 

On  the  fouth  wall  is  a  moft  magnificent  mural 
monument,  with  the  figure  of  the  late  alderman  Rid- 
ley, beautifully  cut  in  marble,||Which  prefents  a  ftrik- 
ing  appearance,  and  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  Weftmin- 
fter  Abbey  :  it  Hoes  great  credit  to  the  architect,  and 
reflects  honour  upon  the  filial  duty  of  his  furviving 
fon,  the  prefent  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley. 

To 
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To  the  Memory  of  MATTHEW  RIDLEY,  Efq. 
of  Blagdon  and  Heaton,  in  the  countf  of  Northumberland, 

Senior  Alderman  of  the  Town, 

and  Governor  of  the  Company  of  Merchant  Adventurers. 

He  four  times  ferved  the  ofiSce  of  Mayor ; 

in  which  Ration,  in  the  year  1 745, 

he  rendered  eflential  fervice  to  his  country, 

averting,  by  his  prudence  and  aflivity, 

the  attack  meditated  againd  this  town 

by  the  enemies  of  the  hou(e  of  Brunfwick, 

and  thereby  materially  checking  the  progrefs  of  their  arms. 

He  was  unanimoufly  eleded,  by  his  fellow  burgcfTes, 

to  reprefent  them  in  five  fucceflfive  Parliaments^ 

and  retired  from  that  fituation 

when  the  declining  ilate  of  his  health 

rendered  him  incapable  oi  fulfilling  the  duties  of  it. 

He  lived  refpe6led  and  beloved, 

and  died,  univerfally  lamented,  April  6th,  1778, 

aged  66. 

On  the  fouth  wall,  above  the  veftry  door : 

Sacred  to  the  Memory 

of  SARAH  BLACKETT, 

who  departed  this  life  July  14,   1775, 

aged  35. 

This  monument  is  erc(5tcd  in  teftimony 

of  the  tender  remembrance 

of  an  affe^ionate  hu(band, 

whofe  grief  for  the  lofs  of  an  amiable  wife 

can  only  find  comfort 

in  full  affurance 

of  that' promifed  reward 

which  virtue  inherits 

in  the  regions  of  immortality. 

In  Saint  George's  porch  are  interred 

tlie  remains  of  MATTHEW  DUANE, 

of  Lincoln's  Inn,  London,  Efq. 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  and  Antiquarian  Societies, 

and  a  Truftee  of  the  Britiih  Mufeum. 

•    He 
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He  was  of  ^it  emineiice  In  the  knowledge  of  the  hw, 
zai  o[  the  firideft  integ^ty  and  liberality  in  the  pnidice  of  it. 

At  the  fame  Cinie» 

the  friend  and  the  patron  of  the  polite  and  £ae  axts. 

And  particularly  drfHngnifhed 

by  his  lingular  (kill,  judgment^  and  tafte, 

in  choofmg  and  collefting  a  mod  complete  feries 

of  Syrian,  Phoenician,  Grecian,  Roman,  and  other  coins, 

now  depofited  in  the  mafenm  of  the  late  William  Hanter,  M.  D. 

for  the  illuftration  and  ccmfirmaticm  of  hiftory. 

The  virtues  of  his  heart  were  fcqual  to 

the  endowments  of  his  mind. 

Juftice,  benevolence,  and  charity,  di<^ated  his  fentiments, 

in  promoting  the  happinefs  of  mankind* 

He  died  the  6th  day  of  February,  1785,  aged  78- 

In  tcftimony  of  afFe^ion  and  fmcere  efteem, 
his  widow  crefted  this  monument  to  his  memory. 

On  a  pillar,  fouth  fide  of  the  prefent  middle  aifle ; 

Near  this  place  lie  interred, 

the  remains  of  THOMAS  DOCKWRAY,  A,  M. 

many  years  lc(5lurcr  of  this  church  ; 

Who,  after  a  life  worn  out  in  learned  and  religious  fervicec, 

departed,  to  the  mercy  of  God,  on  the  1 5th  of  May,  1 760, 

in  the  71ft  year  of  his  age. 

He  had  an  able  head  and  an  upright  heart. 

As  a  preacher,  he  was  inftrudlive,  nervous,  eloquent  ; 

in  private  life,  he  was  adorned  with  thofe  virtues 

which  didlnguifh  the  worthy  man  and  the  good  Chridian. 

His  nephew,  Thomas  Dockwray,  placed  this  monument 

of  his  gratitude  to  the  memory- of  the  bell  of  friends. 

Mural,  in  Saint  George's  porch  ; 

In  Memory  of  WILLIAM  PEARETH,  Efq. 

of  Ufworth-Houfe,  in  the  county  of  Durham ; 

a  man  of  abilities  and  worth, 

whofe  amiable  qualities  endeared  him  to  his  family  and  friends. 

He  ierved  this  Corporation,  with  aSiduity  and  integrity, 

as  Clerk  of  the  Town'i  Chamber  and  Alderman, 

near  fifty  years,  always  declining  the  office  of  Mayor. 

He 
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He  married,  in  173 1,  Ann,  youngeft  daughter  of  Richard 
Jennersy  Eff.  of  Warwickfkire ;  by  whom  he  had  iiTue  fifteen 
children.  Of  thofe,  two  Tons  fur vivcd  him,  William  and  Richard 
Thomas,  aad  fix  daughters.  Sufannab,  married  to  Henry 
Wright,  E{q.  of  Northamptonfliirc ;  Elizabeth,  Ann,  Mary, 
Henrietta,  and  Barbary.  He  did  May  20,  1775,  aged  72  years. 
His  widow,  in  teftimony  of  her  affc<ftion  and  gratitude, 
caufed  this  monument  to  be  ere^ed. 

Mural  monument,  north  wall : 

In  St.  George's  porch  lie  interred, 

thexcmains  of  Mrs.  BARBARA  DAWSON, 

the  widow  of  Mr.  Thomas  Dawfon. 

She  died  in  the  year  1736,  aged  38  years. 

And  of  Mrs.  Sufannah  Peareth,  her  fitter, 

who  died  in  the  year  1769,  aged  71  years. 

Both  were  the  daughters  of  Henry  Peareth,  Efq. 

by  Elizabeth  Jackfon  his  wife. 

This  monument  of  filial  duty  and  refpedt 

for  one  of  the  beft  of  mothers, 

and  a  fincere  regard  for  an  affedionate  aunt, 

was  ere^ed  by  Dorothy, 

daughter  of  the  faid  Barbara  Dawfon, 

and  wife  of  Matthew  Duane,  Efq. 

in  the  year  1776. 

On  the  wall  of  St.  George's  porch  is  a  beautiful 
marble  monument,  with  the  following  infcriptioji ; 

Hie  fxtft  funt  exuviae 

ROBERTI  SHAFTO,  Equitis  aurati, 

nee  non  ad  legem  fervientis, 

et  hujus  municipii  proprztoris. 

In  defideratifimi  patris  memoriam 

hoc  marmor  pofuit  unicus  defun6ti  filius 

Marcus  Shafto  de  Whitworth 

in  comitatu  Dunelmen'  Arm*. 

Obii  Maii  21  ^ 

A.  D.  170J. 

Vixit  annos  72. 

G  g  EngUJbed: 
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Englijhed : 

Here  lie  buried  die  remains 

Of  Robert  Shafto,  Bart 

bred  to  the  law, 

and  Mayor  of  this  town. 

In  memory  of  a  mod  beloved  father^ 

Mark  Shafto,  of  Whitworth, 

in  the  county  of  Durham,  Efq. 

the  only  fon  of  the  deceafed, 

placed  this  monumental  marble. 

He  died  May  21, 

in  the  year  170J* 

He  liyed  72  years. 

Columnal,  or  fixed  to  a  pillar,  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  fouth  aide.  This  monument  is  of  marble,  and 
has  been  painted  and  gilded  fince  its  firft  eredion. 
At  the  top  are  the  images  of  faith,  hope,  and  charity, 
with  their  ufual  attributes.  Below  thefe  are  the 
ftatues  of  three  perfons  of  each  fcx,  on  their  knees, 
in  fuppliant  attitudes.  The  two  on  each  fide  of 
the  delk,  in  front,  are  evidently  meant  for  Henry 
Maddifon  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  the  daughter  of 
Robert  Barker :  over  them  a  fhield.  Infcription  as 
follows  : 

Here  reft,  in  Chriftian  hope,  the  bodies  of  LIONEL  MAD- 
DISON,  fon  of  Rowland  Maddifon,  of  the  county  of  Durham, 
Kfq.  and  of  JAN^  his  wife.  She  died  July  9,  i6ii.  He, 
having  been  thrice  Mayor  of  this  town,  departed  December  6, 
1624,  aged  94  years.  He  lived  to  iee  his  only  fon  Henry  father 
to  a  fair  and  numerous  iifue. 

Here  lie  interred  alfo  the  bodies  of  HENRY  MADDISON 
and  ELIZABETH  his  wife,  who  lived  together  mod  comfor- 
tably  40  years.  Elizabeth,  his  only  wife,  liad  iflue  to  him  text 
fons  and  fix  daughters.  Their  cldcll  fon,  Sir  Lionel  Maddifon, 
knight,  Robert,  Ralph,  &c. 

Under- 
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Underneath  the  fixteen  fnialler  figures  of  the  chiU 
dren  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Maddifon,  is  a  beauti- 
ful  feries  of  fmall  Ihields,  pointing  out  their  inter- 
marriages. 

In  the  fouth  aifle,  againft  one  of  the  pillars,  is  a 
marble  monument,  with  this  infcription  : 

Memoriae  PATRICII  CROWE, 
olim  de  Arlington,  Armigeri, 

cuius  corpus  haud  procul 

maimore  clifto  lepulcum  jacet. 

Obii  die  Januarii  31^, 

Anao  Domixvi  1694. 

Engliped : 

To  the  memory  of  Patrick  Crowe, 

of  Afhlington,  Efq. 

whofe  body  lies  buried 

not  far  from  this  marble. 

He  died  January  31, 

in  the  year  1694. 

Mural : 

Near  this  place 

are  interred  the  remains 

of  ALICE  INGHAM, 

Widow  of  William  Ingham, 

late  of  Whiiby,  in  Yorkfhire,  furgeon. 

He  died  the  nth  of  November,  i794» 

This  monument 

is  erected 
to  her  memory 

by  her  fon, 

William  Ingham, 

furgeon  in  this  town. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of 

The  Rev.  NATHANIEL  ELLISON.  Newcaftle, 

formeily  fellow  in  Merton  College,  Oxford, 

late  Vicar  of  Bolam, 

and  kaurer  of  St.  Andrew's,  Newcaftle. 

Gg    2  "^ 
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He  religned  his  foul  into  the  hands  of  His  Creator, 

the  id  of  Auguft,  1798, 

in  tlie  6 2d  year  of  his  age. 

His  remains  lie  interred  in  this  place. 

He  lived  univerfally  beloved, 

and  died  unfeignedly  regretted. 

Mr.  Robinfon's  burial  place. 

Here  lie  buried  under  this  ftone. 
Of  JOHN  BENNET  both  body  and  bone, 
Late  of  tliefc  north  parts,  mafler  of  the  ordnance. 
Which  deceafed  by  God's  Providence, 
The  eighth  day  of  the  month  of  July, 
In  perfeft  faith,  love,  and  charity, 
A  thoufand  five  hundred  fixty  and  eight, 
Whofe  foul  to  heaven  he  trufled  went  ftraighty 
Through  God's  great  mercy,  bloodflied,  and  death. 

Which  only  he  trulled  to  during  his  breath. 

So  trud  wc  his  Wife  and  Children,  who  caufed  this, 

And  Captain  Carvel,  a  friend  of  his. 

We  will  not  further  trefpafs  on  the  time  and  pa- 
tience of  our  readers  by  enlarging  the  enumeration 
of  thefe  memorials,  *vith  which  this  noble  flrudlure 
(notwithftanding  the  vaft  number  fwept  away  by  the 
late  alteration)  ilill  abounds.  But  the  mind  which 
ferioufly  looks  forward  to  the  termination  of  all  things, 
may,  in  this  magnificent,  facred  recefs,  learn  a  leflbn 
of  fupreme  wifdom.  And  when  we  tread  on  the 
tomb  >  of  magiftrates,  mrnifters  in  the  facred  office, 
generals,  feamen,  artifts,  flatefmen,  all,  all  blended 
together  in  one  common  mafs  of  mojrtality;  and 
when  fitting  over  the  "  mighty  dead,"  in  the  allem. 
bly  of  the  living, — 

«•  Where  through  the  long-drawn  aifle  and  fretted  vault 
♦*  The  pealing  anthem  fwells  the  note  of  praife,"        Gray. 

how 
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how  are  we  ftruck  with  reverence  in  refleding  on  the 
iolemnity  of  our  lituation  I — **  But  a  ftep,  a  Ihoit  ftep 
too,  between  us  and  death  I" 

"  I  know,  lays  Addifon,  (the  fwecteft  writer  in 
queen  Anne*s  reign)  that  contemplations  of  that  na- 
ture are  apt  to  raife  dark  and  difnial  thoughts  in  ti- 
morous minds  and  gloomy  imaginations  ;  but  for  my 
part,  though  1  am  always  ferioas,  I  do  not  know  what 
it  is  to  be  n>elancholy ;  and  can  therefore  take  a 
view  of  nature,  in  her  deep  and  folemn  fcenes,  with 
the  fame  pleafure  as  in  her  moll  gay  and  delightful 
ones.  By  this  means  I  can  improve  myfelf  with 
thofc  objeifls  which  others  confider  with  terror, — 
When  1  look  upon  the  tombs  of  the  great,  every 
emotion  of  envy  dies  in  me;  when  I  read  the  epi- 
taphs of  the  beautiful,  every  immoderate  delire  goes 
out ;  when  1  meet  with  the  grief  of  parents  upon  a 
tomb-ftonc,  my  heart  melts  with  compaflion ;  when 
I  fee  the  tomb  of  the  parents  themfelves,  I  conlider 
the  vanity  of  grieving  for  thofe  whom  we  rauft 
quickly  follow.  When  I  fee  kings  (in  Weftminfter 
abbey)  lying  by  thofe  who  depofed  them ;  when  I 
confider  rival  wits  placed  fide  by  fide,  or  the  holy 
men  that  divided  the  world  with  their  contefts  and 
difputes,  1  refledt  with  forrow  and  aftonifliment  on 
the  little  competitions,  fadions,  and  debates  of  man- 
kind. When  I  read  the  i'everal  dates  of  the  tombs, 
of  feme  that  died  yefterday,  and  fome  fix  hundred 
years  ago,  I  confider  that  great  day  when  we  fliall 
all  of  us  be  cotemporaries,  and  make  our  appearance 
together." — Spe6lator,  No.  26. 


CHAN- 
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CHANT RlfS    IN   ST.   NICHOLAS    CHURCH. 

It  was  the  fafhion,  fays  Mr.  Brand,  in  the  times  of 
the  papal  fuperftition,  for  lords  of  manors,  and  other 
perfons  of  great  wealth  and  importance,,  to  build 
fmall  chapels,  or  fide  aifles,  in  their  parifti  churches, 
defigned  for  burying-  places  for  their  families ;  which 
they  frequently  endowed  with  lands,  &c.  for  the 
fupport  of  chantry  priells,  to  pray  daily,  at  altars 
eredled  therein,  for  the  fouls  of  the  founders,  and 
thofe  of  their  anceftors  and  pofterity. 

Where  thefe  fuperftitiuus  papifts,  as  Mr.  B.  here 
fomewhat  unhandfomely  terms  ^ijijier  churchy  could 
make  fuch  a  grand  difcovery  as  that  of  purgatory^ 
we  editors,  not  prefuming  to  clafs  ourfelves  with  fuch 
redoubtable  dodors,  dare  not  fay ;  yet  we  venture  to 
affirm  where  they  have  not  found  it^  and  that  is,  nei- 
ther in  the  wide  field  oifcripture  nor  oireafon.  And 
we  may  fafely  add,  that  this  frightful  fidion  has 
brought  more  pence  into  St.  Peter's  coffers  than  any 
other  fource  of  fpiritual  revenue  whatever. 

However,  in  this  capacious  church,  th«re  were 
nine,  fome  fay  ten  chantries.  We  will  only  (lightly 
glance  at  them,  as  it  is  long  fince  they  have  been 
abolilhed. 

I.  The  chantry  of  St.  John  the  Baptift  and  St. 

John  the  Apoftle.     It  was  iituated  on  the  north  fide 

of  the  church.     Its  foundation  is  fo  remote  as  1149. 

Laurentius,  prior  of  Durham,  founded  it ;  and,  two 

centuries  after,  it   was  re-founded   by  Richard  de 

Embleion,  a  magiftrate  of  Newcaftle,  who  made  a 

great  figure  in  thofe  times.     He  was  fo  liberal  as  to 

provide  for  three  chaplains  to  this  chantry. 

This 
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This  celebrated  Richard  dc  Emeldon  had  been 
above  twelve  times  chief  magiftrate  in  Newcaftle, 
He  obtained  letters  patent  from  king  Edward  the 
Third,  to  build  upon  a  vacant  piece  of  ground, 
over  againft  the  chapel  of  St.  Thomas  the  martyr, 
that  he  might  prefent  it  to  three  chaplains,  ,to  pro- 
cure their  prayers  for  him  while  he  was  living,  and 
aftf  r  he  was  dead,  and  alfo  for  the  fouls  of  his  wives 
and  his  father  and  mother,  every  day,  at  the  altar  of 
St.  Nicholas,  which  was  dedicated  to  John  the  Bap* 
till  and  John  the  apoftle  and  evangelift« 

The  priefts  fet  apart  to  attend  this  altar  were, 
every  day,  to  pray  for  his  foul  and  thofe  of  hi^  rela- 
tions. And  by  an  order  from  Richard,  lord  bifliop 
of  Durham,  the  chaplains  for  the  time  being,  on  the 
anniverfary  of  his  death,  every  year  for  ever,  to  cele- 
brate his  memory  by  a  folemn  tolling  of  bells,  and 
devoutly  finging  by  note,  in  the  evenmg  of  the  anni- 
verfary, and  folcmnly  to  ling  mafs,  for  the  foul  of 
Richard  himfelf,  the  fouls  above-mentioned,  and  the 
fouls  of  all  the  faithful  departed  ;  and  after  mafs 
one  of  the  chaplains  was  to  diftribute  among  one 
hundred  and  fixty  poor  people  the  fum  of  fix  ftiil- 
lings  and  eightpence,  and  this  annually  for  ever. 

This  chantry  was  enriched  alfo  by  Robert  Rhodes  j 
and,  after  the  death  of  that  worthy  charader,  the 
corporation  of  Newcaftle  gave  feven  pounds  feven 
(hillings  and  tenpence  with  a  houfe,  as  a  maintenance 
for  one  chaplain,  to  pray  for  his  foul,  for  whofe  me« 
niory  they  had  the  higheft  refped,  and  to  whom  the 
town  owed  many  obligations. 

The  other  chantries,  dedicated  to  our  Lady,  to  St. 

Peter  and  St.  Paul,  to  St.  Margaret,  to  St.  Loye,  8ic. 

in  this  church,  were  all  founded  with  the  fame  inten- 

*^    •  -  '  tions; 


240  3[tnpartial  i^tftot^  of 


tions ;  but  which  the  light  breaking  in  upon  Europe, 
at  the  reformation,  difcovered  to  be  completely  ridi- 
culous. We  will,  therefore,  readily  be  forgiven  in 
omitting  any  further  account  of  thefe  recefles  of  ig- 
norance and  miftaken  devotion. 

GALLERIES   AND    PEWS. 

The  imraenfe  mafles  of  huge  ftonc  pillars  greatly 
tend  to  obftrud  the  hearing,  in  this  and  all  the 
churches  built  in  the  old  ftile  of  architcdure.  In 
the  year  1785,  an  entire  new  fet  of  pews  was  erefted 
in  St.  Nicholas*  church  ;  yet  the  alteration  is  faid  to 
have  increafed,  rather  than  diminilhed,  the  ufual  in- 
convenience of  low  voices  in  the  minifters. 

The  gallery,  commonly  called  the  head-fchool  gal- 
lery, was  moved  from  its  ancient  fituation  to  the 
front  of  St.  George's  porch. 

THE   CHANCEL. 

The  altar  was  fometimes  made  of  wood,  and,  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  popery,  of  ftone.  It  was  even  ac- 
counted a  matter  of  confequence,  and  required  the 
decifion  of  general  councils,  to  determine  in  what 
part  of  the  church  the  communion  table  was  to  be 
placed.  The  chancel  of  St,  Nicholas,  where  that 
part  of  the  worfliip  was  performed,  has  been  thrown 
entirely  open,  and  the  communion  table  removed 
clofe  under  the  great  eaftern  window. 

THE   FONT. 

In  the  limple  and  pureft  times  of  Chriilianity,  the 
initiatory  rite  of  baptifm  was  performed,  by  immerjion^ 
in  rivers  and  fountains,  efpecially  in  the  warm  cli- 
mates of  the  eaft.     When  it  affumed  a  more  magm* 
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jicent  form,  fonts  >were  invented,  and  firft  ufed 
in  private  houfes,  afterwards  placed  in  the  church 
porch,  and  laftly  within  the  church  itfelf,  but  near 
the  door,  exprcffive  of  its  nature,  as  an  ordinance  of 
initiation.  Yet  myftery  in  matters  of  faith  encreaf- 
ing,  the  buffooneries  of  fplendor  and  ornament  de-^ 
graded  the  fimple  river  and  the  gratuitous  immerfion 
of  the  adult  convert,  into  the  artificial  font,  and  the 
priciUy  and  hired  fprinklihg  of  every  new-born  chrif- 
li^zjf  child} 

The  font  of  St.  Nicholas  is  of  light  and  elegant 
workmanfhip.  It  had  been  either  made  or  repaired 
by  Robert  Rhodes,  the  builder  or  repairer  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  fteeple ;  as  his  coat  of  arms,  with 
another,  probably  his  wife's,  is  fculptured  on  the 
bafis  of  this  ancient  and  curious  religious  veffel. 

WINDOWS. 

A  ftrufture  fo  lofty  and  capacious  as  St.  Nicholas' 
church  required  large  and  ample  conveniences  for 
light.  Mr.  Bourne  fays,  •*  in  this  church  are  many 
fumptuous  windows,  but  that  in  the  eaft  furpaiTeth 
all  the  reft  in  beighti  largenefs,  and  beauty.*'  Grey 
fays,  there  were  in  this  window  the  twelve  apoftlcs, 
and  the  feven  deeds  of  charity,  painted  on  the 
glafs;  that  it  was  built  by  the  beneficent  Roger 
Thornton ;  and  that  this  infcription  was  on  it : 
'•  Orate  pro  4inima  Ss>geri  dc  Thornton,  et  pro  anima* 
bus  JUiorum  \S  JUiarum,  Pray  for  the  foul  of  Roger 
Tbomtont  and  for  the  fouls  qfbisfons  and  qfbis  daugb^ 
Urs.^  Thefe,  by  time  and  alterations,  are  now  ef-^ 
faced.  The  figure  of  our  Saviour,  of  miferable  exe- 
cution, in  modern  ftained  glafs,  has  been  alfo  hap- 
pily removed. 

H   h  THE 
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THE  ORGAN,. 

This  magnificent  inftrument  is  faid  to  have  been 
invented  and  employed  in  religious  worftiip  in  the 
eaft;  the  firft  organ  ufed  in  the  weftern  churches 
being  fent  from  Greece  to  Pepin  king  of  France, 
anno  766.  In  its  conllrudtion,  approximation  to  the 
human  voice  has  been  ftudioufly  regarded ;  and  yet 
it  has  ever  been  acknowledged,  that  a  well-toned 
voice,  in  which  the  powers  of  melody  have  been 
cultivatf:d,  infinitely  excels  the  heft  inftrument  ever 
formed  by  the  ingenuity  of  man.  Whether  by  the 
pipes  of  which  it  is  compofed,  fuch  as  the  vox  Iconis^ 
(the  voice  of  the  lion),  the  vox  bominis^  (the  voice 
of  man,  &c.)  the  oriental  Cbriftians  meant  to  con- 
vey the  idea  of  awful  terror,  powerful  reafoning, 
fweet  perfuafion,  celeftial  harmony,  with  which  di« 
vine  worfhip  every  where  abounds,  we  prefume  not 
to  fay  ;  but  when  attended  with  a  number  of  melo* 
dious  voices,  it  has  a  powerful  efTedt : 

*<  The  pealing  org^in  fwells  the  note  of  praife."— G&ay. 

And  yet,  ornamental  and  harmonious  as  this  noble 
inftrument  is,  no  perfuafion  could  ever  induce  the 
church  of  Scotland  to  adopt  it  in  their  worftiip. 
Tell  a  plain  Scotchman  that  an  organ  is  abfolutely 
proper  in  divine  worftiip ;  that  it  is  naked,  unadorn* 
ed,  and  iniiarmonious  without  it ;  he  would  likely 
reply — "  Sir,  I  read  in  the  word,  that  we  are  to  fing 
wi'  grace,  making  melody  in  our  hearts;  but  I 
wad  like  to  ken  what  grace  is  in  the  hearts  of  a 
bunch  0*  wbijttes  .^' 

About  the  year  1676,  the  corporation  of  New- 
caftle  contributed  three  hundred  pounds  towards  the 

erection 


i^etocaftle  upon  C^ne.  24^ 


creflion  of  the  prefent  organ.  They  added  a  trum- 
pet ftop  to  it,  anno  1699.  In  1710,  the  back  front 
of  this  organ  was  finifhed,  which  coft  the  faid  corpo- 
ration two  hundred  pounds,  together  with  the  ex- 
pence  of  cleaning  and  repairing  the  whole  inftrument. 
In  1749,  a  fwell  ftop  was  added  to  it. 

In  the  veftry  are  preFerved  the  parifli  regifters. — 
That  of  baptifms  begins  A.  D.  1558  :  that  of  mar- 
riages and  burials,  in  1574. 

Parochial  regifters,  throughout  the  kingdom,  were 
appointed  in  the  year  I538.  They  are  of  fignal  fer- 
vice  to  the  community. 

CHUROH-YARD   OF   ST.  NICHOLAS. 

It  was  fo  late  as  the  year  1761,  that  this  recefs  of 
the  dead  was  inclofed,  by  fublcription,  with  a  brick 
wall,  with  ftrong  wooden  rails  thereon.  There  is  a 
convenient  foot-path,  well  paved,  and  of  fufficient 
breadth,  all  round  it. 

The  tomb  and  head-ftones  are  no  way  remarkable, 
only,  in  general,  informing  the  paiTenger  of  the  time 
when  fuch  ^n  one  was  born  and  died. 

DONATIONS  AND  LEGACIES  TO  THE  POOR. 

The  number  of  thefe  aits  of  charity ^  by  the  hu- 
mane and  generous  of  St.  Nicholas'  parifli,  refleds 
unfading  honours  upon  their  memory.  But,  how- 
ever laudable,  dircdly  confidered,  yet  the  praftice 
of  thefe,  and  every  other  fpecies  of  ijidifcriminate 
charity,  indiredly  tends  to  decreafe  induftry,  and 
give  the  poor  a  fawning,  fiippliant,  dependent  fpirit. 

H  h  2  It 
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It  would  engrofs  too  large  a  portion  of  our  work 
minutely  to  particularize  them  all.  Among  many 
others  are  the  following  : 

Henry  Hilt  on»  £fq.  of  Hilton,  per  annum  £mi^    o    o 


Thomas  Davifon,  Efq. 

ditto 

2 

3 

6 

Sir  Alexander  Davifon 

ditto 

2 

o 

o 

Sir  Mark  Milbank 

-      ditto 

6 

o 

o 

Sir  William  Blackctt 

ditto 

2 

o 

o 

Nicholas  Ridley,  Efq. 

ditto 

1 

xo 

o 

William  Grey,  Efq.  of  Backwprth      ditto  500 

But,  as  their  pious  donations  are  *•  recorded  elfe- 
where ,"  we  are  the  lefs  folicitous  to  infert  them. 

Of  the  charity  fchool  belonging  to  this  parifli  we 
will  treat  afterwards.*— &r  Public  Charities. 

VICARS   OF   ST.  NICHOLAS    CHURCH. 

It  is  a  jud  obfervation,  that  grand  and  fplendid 
as  the  fined  church  may  be,  yet  its  brighted  orna-* 
ment  is  an  eMlightened  and  ufeful  minijiry.  That 
there  have  been  fuch  itx  the  long  lift  of  clergymen 
who  have  prefided  in  this  mother  church,  wc  may 
readily  fuppofe.     We  will  name  only  a  few. 

Richard  de  Aurea  Valle,  or  of  Gold-bourn,  was 
miniftcr  of  this  church  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  I. 
Nothing  particular  is  handed  down  concerning  him ; 
nor  of  Gilbeft  de  Lacy,  in  the  time  of  Henry  UI — 
During  the  revolution  of  three  hundred  years,  wc 
have  the  names  of  the  fucceifive  vicars  of  Ncwcaftlc, 
but  nothing  memorable  of  their  lives  and  minif- 
trations. 

Anno  1623,  Thomas  Jackfon,  S.  T.  P.  was  infti- 
tuted  to  this  vicarage,  in  which  he  continued  ten 
years.  His  parts  and  learning  were  fo  confpicuous, 
that  he  was  invited,  by  the  Chancellor  of  Oxford,  to 

the 
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the  high  dignity  of  prcfident  of  Corpus  Chrifli  col- 
lege. He  died  December  ir,  1640,  and  was  buried 
in  the  innfer  chapel  of  that  college.  This  gentleman 
was  defcended  from  a  very  worthy  family  of  the 
county  of  Durham  ;  and  was  firft  defigned,  by  his 
parents,  for  the  mercantile  life,  in  this  town,  where 
many  of  his  connexions  principally  lived,  in  great 
wealth  and  profperity.  At  the  inftance  of  a  noble 
lord,  he  was  fent  to  the  univerlity  of  Oxford,  where 
he  entered  at  Queen's  college,  under  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Crankenthorp,  and  there  made  great  progrefs  in 
learning.  Going  one  day  to  bathe  in  the  river,  he 
had  a  narrow  efcape  from  death,  having  lain  long 
under  water ;  but  was  providentially  reftored  by  the 
(kill  of  Dr.  Channel,  an  eminent  phyiician  of  that 
place. 

Anno  1630,  Yeldred  Alvey,  S.  T.  P.  fucceeded 
Dr.  Jackfon  in  this  vicarage.  He  was  depofed  from 
his  charge,  in  1645,  by  order  of  the  lords  and  com- 
mons, and  was  buried  in  this  church  1648.  The 
celebrated  Prjnne,  who  wrote  the  Hijlrio  Majlyx^ 
or  Player's  Scourge^  (for  which,  by  oraer  of  the  Star 
Chamber,  he  was  deprived  of  both  his  ears)  in  his 
famous  book,  entitled  *'  Hidden  Works  of  Darknefs/' 
calls  vicar  Alvey  '*  the  Arminian  and  fuperilitious 
vicar  of  Nevvcaftle." 

Robert  Jennifon,  D.  D.  was,  by  a  refolution  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  appointed  to  the  vicarage 
of  Newcalte,  in  the  room  of  Y.  Alvev,  removed  for 
his  delinquency.  He  was  allowed,  by  the  fame  high 
authority,  a  falary  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 
His  political  principles,  and  religious  deportment, 
were  fo  acceptable  to  the  houfe,  that  they  orderc4 
his  falaiy  to  be  augmented  to  one  hundred  and  forty 

pounds 
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pounds  per  annum.     Dr.  Jennifon  died  November 
6,  16^2,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas. 

He  was  not  only  a  celebrated  preacher,  but  alfo 
a  pious  and  popular  writer.  He  wrote  a  book  "  con- 
cerning the  Idolatry  of  the  Ifraelites;"  another  enti- 
tled "  Newcaftle's  Call  to  her  Neighbour  and  Sifter 
Towns  and  Cities,  occalioned  by  the  Pcftilence." 

Anno  1652,  Mr  Samuel  Hammond  was»  by  an 
order  of  the  common  council,  appointed  to  preach 
at  St.  Nicholas  on  Sunday  forenoons,  and  to  ledure 
on  Thurfdays,  with  an  annual  falary  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds.  He  was  of  the  k(k  called  **  The 
Congregational  Judgment,'*  Upon  the  reftoration 
of  Charles  II.  he  would  not  conform.  When  he  had 
a  call,  or  invitation,  to  preach  at  Newcaftle,  bis  an- 
fwer  was,  **  that  he  was  ready,  with  all  chearfulnefs, 
to  embrace  their  call,  and  ferve  God  and  the  town 
in  that  great  work,  finding  himfelf  and  the  people 
much  in  the  hearts  of  one  another."  He  was  to 
preach  every  Sunday  at  Nicholas*  church  in  the  fore* 
noon,  upon  every  Thurfday  to  Icdure  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  at  other  times,  as  occafion  required  :  Saint 
was  accounted  fuperftitious  by  the  Puritans  of  the 
paft  times,  and  is  thought  abfurd  by  many  people  of 
the  prefent. 

The  manufcript  Life  of  Barnes  fays,  that  Mr. 
Hammond  was  a  butcher's  fon,  of  York,  but  raifed 
the  meannefs  of  his  birth  by  the  eminency  of  his 
qualifications.  He  was  colleague  with  Mr.  Weld,  of 
Gatelhead. 

John  March,  B.  D.  was  indude4  vicar  of  New. 
caftle,  anno  1679.  He  died  1692,  and  was  buried 
in  St.  Nicholas*  church. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Bourne  gives,  an  excellent  charadler  of  this 
divine.  **  John  March,  B.  D.  Tfays  he)  was  born  in 
this  town.  He  was  an  admirable  fcholar,  a  man  of 
ftria  piety,  and  a  moil  powerful  inftrufton  The  laft 
fermon  he  preached  was  from  the  epiftle  to  the  He-- 
brews,  ch.  ii.  v.  3.  Howjhallwe  efcape  if  we  neg- 
leSlfo  great  falvation?  It  was  on  a  Sunday  morn- 
ing, and  on  the  Sunday  following  be  was  buried/* 
This,  and  eleven  more,  were  publiflied  in  the  year 
1 693*  ^y  ^^'  John  Scott,  the  celebrated  author  of 
the  Chriflian  Life,  with  a  recommendatory  preface 
to  them. 

"  A  Vindication  of  the  prefent  great  Revolution  in 
England,  in  five  letters  betwixt  James  Welwood, 
M.  D.  and  Mr.  John  March,  vicar  of  Nevvcaftle 
upon  Tyne,  occafionedby  a  fermon  preached  by  him 
on  January  30,  1689,  before  the  mayor  and  alder- 
men, on  pallive  obedience  and  non-refiftance.*' 

Several  fermons  of  his  were  publiflied  in  his  life- 
time, viz.  The  Falfe  Prophet  unmalked,  or  the 
Wolf  (tripped  of  his  Sheep's  Cloathing,  preached  on 
the  30th  of  January,  1683,  before  the  mayor,  &c. 
and  dedicated  to  them ;  with  many  others,  in  which 
Mr.  March  difcovers  much  reading  and  learning. 

Yet  the  common-council  books  contain  a  curious 
entry,  July  15,  1690.  "  Mr.  March,  vicar — Or- 
dered, that  Mr  Mayor,  &c.  acquaint  him,  that  his 
falary  will  be  flopped,  unlefs  he  pray  for  king  Wil- 
liam and  queen  Mary  by  name.**  By  this,  it  feems 
that  their  worfliip&  wanted  to  make  a  Vicar  of  Bray 
of  good  Mr.  March.  This,  indeed,  is  no  *'  new  thing 
on  the  earth  I" 

Nathaniel  EUifon,  D.  D.  was  appointed  vicar  of 
St.  Nicholas,  April  30,  1695.     With  confent  of  the 

pat  roil 
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patroo^  his  falary  from  the  corporation  to  be  eighty 
pounds  per  annum,  with  ten  pounds  more  fpr  Thurs- 
day ledures.  He  had  been  inltalled  archdeacon  of 
Stafford  ia  1682.  He  was,  belides,  rector  of  Whit- 
burn, in  the  county  of  Durham,  a  prebend  in  that 
cathedral,  and  alfo  in  that  of  Litchfield. 

In  the  year  1 700,  he  p.ubliibed,  at  London,  a  fer« 
mon  preached  before  the  mayor  and  magidrates  of 
Mewcaftle,  on  the  Sunday  after  the  eledion  of  the 
mayor,  &c.  '*  The  Magiftrate^s  Obligation  to  puni(h 
Vice."  A.  D.  1 70 1,  his  fermon  on  confirmation, 
preached  June  23,  1 700,  before  lord  Crewe,  bi(hop 
of  Durham,  (who  made  him  hia  chaplain}  at  St.  Ni- 
cholas' church  in  Newcaftle,  was  printed  at  London. 

In  the  year  1710,  he  printed  a  fermon  at  London, 
which  was  preached  in  ^1  Saints'  church,  Newcaftle, 
on  All  Saints'  day,  j  709,  at  the  opening  of  a  cha* 
rity-fchool  in  that  parifli.  It  is  a  mafterly  difcourfe, 
entitled  "  The  Obligations  and  Opportunities  of  do- 
ing Good  to  the  Poor,"  4to. 

He  died  May  4,  1721,  aged  64  years,  and  was 
buried  under  the  eafl:  window  of  the  Couth  aiile  of 
St.  Nicholas*  church.t 

He  left  in  manufcript  a  colledion  of  interefting 
notes  on  the  Hiftory  of  Newcaftle,  from  which  we 

derive 

f  An  Qztraor4inar7  inftsince  of  go<>d  luck  bcfel  the  family  of 
the  EllifoQs.  Sir  Qoajamiu  Rawliog,  knight,  iheriff  of  Londont 
dying  intedate  in  17751  hi$  conftderable  real  efla^e  devcdTed  to 
Mrs.  Miles  Comey,  bookfeller,  in  Penrith,  Cumberland  ;  and  his 
pexfonal  efFeds,  amounting,  itisfkid,  to  upwards  of  120,000!. 
to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  EUifon,  of  Weftgate-ftreet,  Newcaftle,  die 
00I7  fuxTiTiog  fiftenof  Dr.  EUifoa.  This  prodigious  fortune,  as 
ihe  died  munarried,  (he  prudently  left  equally  divided  among 
her  funriTing  nephews  and  nieces,  in  1776. 
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derive  much  information,  and  which  we  cite  as  Dr« 
Ellifon's  mannfcript. 

Anno  DoQi.  1761,  John  Btown,  D..D.  was  in- 
duced into  this  vicarage.  He  was  born  at  Rothbury, 
in  Northumberland,  and  was  educated  at  the  gram^ 
mar-fchool  in  Wigton,  Cumberland,  of  which  place 
iiis  father  was  vicar.  After  purfuing  his  ftudies  at 
Cambridge,  he  returned  to  Wigton,  and  in  due  time 
received  deacon's  and  prieft's  orders  from  Sir  George 
Fleming,  then  bifliop  of  Carlifle.  His  attachment 
to  whig  principles  foon  obtained  him  the  living  of 
Morland,  in  the  county  of  Weftmoreland,  which, 
however,  he  afterwards  refigned.  He  was  ingenious  ' 
and  learned,  and  excelled  in  compofitions,  both  in' 
profe  and  verfe.  His  "  Eftimate  of  the  Manners  and 
Principles  of  the  Times"  acquired  him  high  reputa- 
tion. He  was  author  of  feveral  works  of  celebrity; 
among  whith  were  two  tragedies,  viz.  Barbarofla 
and  Athelllan  ;  the  former  of  which  is  well  known 
and  much  admired  by  the  lovers  of  the  drama.  He 
was  paffionately  fond  of  n^ufic,  and  a  very  confider- 
ablc  mailer  in  that  enchanting  fcience.  But  to 
thefe  qualifications  were  joined  uncommon  pride  and 
weaknefs.  He  was  a  higb-cburcb-man^  and,  ofconfe- 
quence^  intolerant  to  diffenters,  and  rigorous  in  the 
exaftion  of  his  dues.  Though  afpiring  to  a  mitre, 
yet  could  he  not  avoid  treating  his  inferiors  with 
contempt,  and  his  fuperiors  with  infolence. 

Dr.  Brown's  ambition  was  not  a  little  flattered  by 
an  invitation  which  he  received  from  the  late  emprefa 
of  Ruflia,  in  the  yea^  1766,  to  vifit  the  court  of  St. 
Peterlburgh,  in  order  to  aflift  in  an  extenfive  plan  for 
improving  the  manners  and  morals  of  the  uncivilized 
Ruflians,     Various  reports  have  been  circulated  re- 

I  i  fpefting 
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fpedling  the  iflue  of  this  tranla&ion,  and  the  mater 
feems  not  to  have  been  generally  underftood.  The 
fad  is,  the  do<3:or*s  health  would  not  permit  him  to 
undertake  the  journey  to  fo  inhofpitable  a  climate  as 
that  of  Ruflia ;  and,  agreeable  to  the  advice  of  his 
friends,  he  decerned  the  imperial  inviiation.f  This 
difappointment,  however,  concurring  with  his  fevere 
indifpofition,  and  accompanied  by  a  recoUedion  of 
other  failures  in  his  expeftations,  was  fucceeded  by  a 
dejedion  of  fpirits,  which  caufed  him  to  commit  an 
adl  of  fuicide,  by  cutting  the  jugular  vein  with  a 
razor,  at  his  apartments  in  Pall-mall,  on  the  23d  of 
September,  1766,  in  the  51ft  year  of  his  age. 

Richard  Fawcett,  D.  D.  was  indudled  to  this  vicar- 
age, Jan.  3,  1767.  He  was  the  fon  of  John  Fawcett, 
efq.  recorder  of  Durham.  Dr.  Fawcett  was  bred  at 
Oxford,  and  had  feveral  livings  previous  to  his  ap. 
pointment  to  Newcaftle,  He  was  one  of  his  majcf- 
ty's  chaplains  in  ordinary,  and  chaplain  to  the  biiliop 
of  Durham,  by  whom  he  was  collated  to  the  redory 
of  Gatefliead,  which  he  held  by  a  difpenfation  with 
this  vicarage.  He  was  alfo  one  of  the  prebendaries 
of  Durham ;  at  which  city  he  died  in  1782.  He  had 
no  animation  in  his  manner  of  preaching,  but  was 
highly  diftinguiflied  for  a  clear,  nervous  ftrain  of  folid 
realbning. 

Anno 

f  The  emprefs  of  Ruflia  had  Tent  a  fimilar  requeft,  about  the 
end  of  the  year  1762,  to  M.  D'Alembert,  through  the  medium  of 
M.  De  SoltlkofF,  who  then  refided  at  Paris,  offering  that  profound 
mathematician  one  hundred  thoufand  livres  per  year,  vrhich  he 
refuled ;  whereupon  the  em  prefs  renewed  her  folicttation,  by  a 
letter  under  her  own  hand,  inviting  him  to  come  **  with  all  his 
friends :"  this  the  philofopher  alfo  withftood,  as  he  did  the  ear- 
pefl  felicitations  of  the  Great  Frederick  of  Pniffia,  through  the 
lord  Marcfcbali  his  ambafladox  at  the  fame  place. 
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Anno  Dom.  1782,  Scephen  Lufliington,  A  M. 
was  induced  into  this  vicarage.  He  rejided  very 
little  at  Newcq/lle^  and  di«d  in  180 1. 

His  fucceiTor,  the  reverend  J.  D.  Carlyle,  B.  D. 
F.  R.  S.  £•  chancellor  of  Carlille,  chaplain  to  the  bi- 
(hop  of  Durham,  and  profeflbr  of  Arabic  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Cambriilge,  is  a  gentleman  of  poljlhed 
manners  and  extenfive  erudition.  In  his  late  jour- 
ney into  Egypt,  and  his  intercourfe  with  the  leaders 
of  the  contending  armies,  he  hsi^  proved  to  his  ortho- 
dox brethren,  that  learning  is  of  no  political  party : 

Trojans  and  Tyrians  are  alike  to  rat*  Virg4L. 

Whilft  from  ti)e(e  his  extenfive  and  laborious  journies 
in  fearch  of  that  fpecies  of  knowledge  attached  to 
bis  profeflbrlhip*  that  may  be  truly  applied  to  him 
which  Homer,  from  the  extent  of  his  travels,  fays  of 
Ulylles,  the  favourite  of  Minerva  : 

Wand'rmg  from  dime  to  clime,  obfenrant  (Iray'd, 
Their  manners  noted,  and  dieir  ftatcs  furrey'd. 

Pope's  Homer. 

But  this  gentleman  having  only  lately  accepted 
the  office  of  which  we  now  treat,  we  fhali  clofe  this 
account  with  obferving,  that  as  vicar  he  is  alfo  one  of 
the  truflecs  for  the  extenfive  library  of  Dr.  Thomlin- 
fon,  mentioned  before ;  and  we  do  not  furely  flatter 
ourfelves  too  much  by  hoping,  that  the  character  of 
a  hero  in  one  of  his  favourite  authors  may  be  alio 
applied  to  ProfelTor  Carlyle : 

^tmmoiafimin  yoihei  alajheiraho  hhahiaha 
wmnogadhmirm  llhMukiha  hadiamoba 

He  diftributes  eqoal  (hares  s  he  difpenfes  juftice  to  the  tri!>es : 
he  is  indignant,  when  thetr  right  is  diminifhed :  andf  to  eftablifh 
their  rightt  often  relinquifhes  his  own*  Poem  of  Lebsid. 

I  i  2  AFTEX- 
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AFTERNOON    LECTURERS   AT   ST.    NICHOLAS. 

We  will  be  very  fliort  in  this  enumeration  ;  altho* 
we  find  among  the  afternoon  ledlurers  men  of  great 
worth  and  high  talents.  Upon  the  firft  appointment 
of  this  office,  the  town  paid  for  the  fervice  of  the 
forenoon,  and  the  parifli  for  that  of  the  afternoon. 
Some  time  after,  the  corporation  augmented  the  fa- 
lanes  of  both,  upon  which  the  parifli  withdrew  their 
contributions.  In  this  ftate  is  the  ledlurefhip  at 
this  time. 

May  30,  1645,  the  common-council  appointed 
Ml*.  William  Durant  and  Mr.  Cuthbert  Sydenham 
the  former  with  a  falary  of  eighty,  the  latter  of  one 
hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

Mr.  Sydenham  was  afterwards  fettled  fingly,  with 
a  falary  of  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds  per  annum. 

The  biographer  Wood,  however  hoftile  to  puri- 
tans and  prefbyterians,  yet  gives  Sydenham  an  ex- 
cellent charadler. 

*'  He  was  (fays  that  writer)  lefturer  of  St.  Nicho- 
las' church  in  Newcaftie,  without  any  orders,  unlefs 
thofe  of  prefbytery  ;  a  great  ftatefman,  yet  a  greater 
divine  ;  and  though  no  commiffioner  to  the  Weft- 
minller  fynod,  yet  he  privately  drew  up  the  pa- 
pers that  paiTed  in  the  debates  between  that  vaft 
body  of  divines  and  the  five  dilTenting  brethren,  of 
the  independent  perfuafion." 

The  manufcript  Life  of  Barnes  fays,  that  he  was 
of  an  ancient  family  in  Cornwall,  had  a  genteel  and 
comely  perfon.  His  aqueline  nofe  called  to  remem- 
brance the  defcription  given  by  Lucian  of  St.  Paul, 
when  he  calls  him  that  hawk-nofed  Galilean,  who 
mounted  up  to  the  third  heaven,  and  thence  brought 

thofe 
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thofe  goodly  notions,  which  he  preached  to  the 
world." — He  publiftied  a  book,  entitled  '•  The  Myf- 
tery  of  Godlinefs.'* 

Anno  1679,  ^^^'  J^^"  Rawlett  was  appointed, 
with  a  falary  of  ninety,  which  was  afterwards  raifed 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  per  annum.  He 
died  in  1686,  aged  44  years,  and  was  buried  in  this 
church. 

There  is  a  curious  anecdote  of  this  gentlemen  in 
the  manufcript  Life  of  Barnes,  "  Mr.  Butler  left  a 
daughter,  who  married  Mr.  John  Rawlett.  He  was 
a  conformift  minifter,  a  devout  and  laborious  Icdurer 
in  St.  Nicholas'  church.  They  had  been  fome  time 
mutually  in  love ;  but  he  falling  fick,  married  her 
upon  his  death-bed,  at  her  own  requeft,  that  flie 
might  bear  his  name,  and  left  her  a  maid,  a  wife, 
and  a  widow."  He  was  author  of  many  works,  viz. 
*•  ATreatife  of  Sacramental  Covenanting  with  Chrift." 
''  An  Explication  of  the  Chrift,"  •'  The  Chriftian 
Monitor,"  &c. 

In  the  year  1695,  Mr.  (afterwards  Dr.)  Thomlin- 
fon  was  appointed  ;  the  falary  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds  per  annum  He  died  on  the  24th  of 
March,  1747.  We  have  had  repeated  occafion,  (of 
which  fee  hi  particular  page  84)  and  (hall  have  at 
lead  another  very  eminent  one,  of  mentioning  this 
good  and  great  man.  ^ 

Dr.  Dockwray  w^as  afterwards  appointed,  anno 
1752,  with  a  falary  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  ann. 
He  died  December  18,  1783, 

At  his  death  Henry  Ridley,  A.  M.  brother  to  Sir 
Matthew  White  Ridley,  fuccced-d. 

On  the  late  refignatioti  of  this  gentleman,  the 
Rev.  John  Foriler  was  appointed. 

This, 
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This,  as  we  (ball  fee  afterwards,  is  another  of 
thofe  offices  that  give  to  the  pojQTeflbr  the  right  of  a 
truftee  in  Dr.  Thomlinfon's  library. 

Cbapels  of  Eafe  to  St.  Nicholas. 

fiRIDG£*£ND  CHAPEL. 

We  have,  already,  given  fome  account  of  this 
religious  foundation,  under  the  title  of  St.  Thomas's 
Chapel  and  the  Magdalcfn  Hofpital.  After  having 
been  conveniently  pewed,  h  was  fet  apart  to  be  a 
chapel  of  eafe  to  St.  Nicholas*  church,  anno  i732» 
the  whole  body  of  magiftrates  attending  in  form  on 
the  occaiion !  It  is  unneceflary  to  enumerate  the 
names  of  thofe  appointed  to  perform  divine  fervice 
at  this  chapel,  for  which  they  receive  ten  pounds 
per  annum,  it  being,  in  general,  the  loweft  ftep  in 
the  clerical  climax  of  preferment ;  as  we  have  no- 
ticed them,  and  fhall  afterwards  have  occafion  to  do 
foy  a  great  many  fteps  higher. 

SOUTH  GOSFORTR,  OR  GOSFORD  CHAPEL. 

This  place  is  of  great  antiquity,  and  is  mentioiied 
as  far  back  as  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  The  names  of 
the  officiating  curates  we  omit,  as  they  generally  ob- 
tained curacies  in  the  town,  where  we  meet  with 
them  in  other  iituations,  more  comfortable  to  their 
feelings. 

NORTH  GOSFORTH  CHAPXL. 

This  has  been  pulled  down.  Nothing  remains 
but  a  ftw  folitary  grave-ftones,  infcribed  with  memo- 
rials, in  the  chapel-yard. 

CRAM- 
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GRAMUNOTON  CXU&CH. 

This  is  about  eight  miles  diftant  from  Newcaftle, 
and  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas.  It  is  a  perpetual 
curacj.  Patrons,  by  turns.  Sir  M  W.  Ridley,  bart. 
and Lawfon,  eliq.  formerly  of  Cramlington. 

There  have  been  a  confiderable  number  of  well- 
known  charadlers,  who  have  officiated  here,  viz.  MeC 
Potter,  Stevenfon,  Alderfon,  Brdnd,  (the  hiftorian  of 
this  town}  and  Mr.  Falcon,  who  ftill  holds  the  curacy. 
Salary  twenty  pounds  per  annum. 

Thus  have  we  taken  a  general  view  of  St.  Nicho- 
las* church,  its  ftrudure,  its  endowments,  its  long 
line  of  clergy,  and,  laftly,  its  dependent  chapels. — 
Amongft  its  minifters  we  have  recorded  fome,  whofe 
chara&ers  for  learning  and  piety  were  eminent  while 
they  lived,  and  whofe  memories  will  be  treated  with 
veneration  and  elleem  to  the  remoteft  periods  of  time, 
amongft  whom  Dr.  Thomlinson  ftands  confpicuous. 
When  meditating  on  the  ineftimable  treafure  he  has 
left  to  us  in  his  Library,  we  would  recommend  his 
eitample  to  the  rich  and  to  the  powerful.  But,  alas ! 
for  us  to  advife,  is  eafier  than  for  ftich  to  pradife— 
according  to  the  Welfli  proverb, 

Havfddyw  tTwedyd  daccnu^r  Wyddva 
Ntd  or  Jrofii  omiym  ara^  I 

To  fpeak  of  Snowdon's  height,  fuUimef 
Is  fsnT  more  eafy  than  to  climb ! 

JoNta*t  RtLici  or  the  Wslch  Bakos. 

Should,  however,  any  be  inclined  to  follow  a  pre- 
cedent fo  truly  illuftrious,  we  hope  they  will  benefit 
by  experience,  and  leave  their  libraries  fo,  as  to  fecure 
them  to  the  town,  againft  the  innovations  of  priefttf 

indolence  and  avarice. 

ST. 
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St.  JOHN'S  CHURCH. 

This  ancient  church  Hands  in  the  pleafant  ftreet 
of  Weftgate,  near  the  vicarage.  It  owes  foine  of  its 
chief  ornaments  to  the  liberal  fpirit  of  a  pious  tradef- 
nien,  one  of  Its  parifliioners,  Mr.  Robert  Percival, 
pin-manufadurer: — He  beautified  the  altar,  1710, 
and  built,  at  the  fame  time,  the  north  gallery,  to 
contain  thirty  people.  On  taking  down  the  three 
old  bells,  1707,  and  procuring,  by  public  fubfcrip- 
tion,  fix  new  ones,  he  gave  three  pounds.  But  his 
beneficence  did  not  terminate  with  his  exifience; 
for,  at  his  death,  1 729,  he  left  a  houfe  in  the  Wool- 
market,  to  his  beloved  pariih,  at  the  rent  of  twenty 
pounds  per  annum.  Thefe  benefadions  refteft  a 
luftre  on  his  memory,  and  fhew  ,that  he  poflefled  an 
elevated  foul. 

The  communion  plate  was  the  gift  of  another  of 
its  pious  friends,  Mr.  Robert  Rymer.  He  prefented 
this  church  with  a  large  flagon,  a  chalice,  and  a  falver, 
valued  at  lixty  pounds,  anno  1722. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  church  is  another  gallery, 
in  which  is  the  organ,  erected  at  the  expence  of  the 
parifhioners. 

This  church  had  three  chantries,  all  founded  by 
liberal  and  pioufly  difpofed  men  ;  among  whom  we 
find  Richard  de  Emeldon,  mayor,  Richard  de  A  don, 
&c.  names  ever  to  be  revered  by  the  people  of  Ncw- 
caftle.     They  were  in  honour  of,  and  dedicated  to, 

X.  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr. 

2.  St.  Mary  the  Blclfed  Virgin, 

3.  The  Holy  Trinity. 

The  intention  and  ufes  pf  thefe  little  fequeftered 
chapels  have  been  mentioned  before,,  in  our  account 
of  St.  Nicholas'  church.  The 
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The  temporalities  arifing  to  the  minifter  of  this 
parifh  are,  from  the  vicar  three  pounds,  from  the 
crown  five  pounds,  and  from  the  corporation  for  be- 
ing ledurer  ninety  pounds. 

The  facrament  is  adminiftered  on  the  third  Sun- 
day  id  every  month ;  and  prayers  three  times  irt  the 
week.  At  Eafter  the  corporation  ufed  irt  former 
times  to  give  fifteen  gallons  of  wine  to  this  church. 

There  is  more  painted  glafs  remaining  in  St.  John's 
church,  than  in  any  other  in  the  town.  The  great 
eaftern  window  abounds  with  fpecimens,  but  of  too 
f(Dall  confequence  to  enumerate. 

AnnoPomini  1762,  the  church-yard  was  inclofed 
by  fubfcription  with  a  brick  wall  railed  above,  and 
planted  round  in  the  inlide  with  lime  and  elm  trees. 

Cunningham;  the  paftoral  poet,  was  buried  here. 
Oa  his  monument  is  the  following  infcriptioa : 

Here  lie  the  remains  of 

JOHN   CUNNINGHAM. 

Of  his  excellence 

As  a  paftoral  poet, 

HU  works  will  remain  a  monument 

Hot  ages. 

After  this  temponlry  tribute  of  efteem 

is  in  duft  forgotten. 

He  died  Sept.  18,  1773,  *g^  44* 

He  cuUM  tke  eflence  of  fim{yltcityi 
And  atno^d  it  in  paftoral  verfe. 

LEGACIES   AND   DONATIONS  TO   THE   POOR. 

St.  John'3  church  being  fituated  in  th<i  middle  of 
Weftgate-ftreet,  which  has  been  long  the  refidence 
of  the  moft  opulent  inhabitants,  they  have  not  for- 
gotten their  brethren,  to  whom  Providence  has 
been  lefs  liberaL    Among  the  many  worthy  and  re^ 

K  k  fpeOable 


258  3fmpBnial  Wor^  of 


fpedable  names,  wc  (hall,  however,  only  feled  a  few 
of  the  principal : 

Henry  Hilton,  Efq.      •      -      per  annum  £^00 

Sir  William  Blackett        -        -        ditto  200 

•    Sir  Alexander  Davifon      ••        -       ditto  2     00 

Sir  Thomas  Davifon        •         -        ditto  too 

Sir  Mark  Milbank      ...       ditto  300 

Mr.  John  Rumney       ...      ditto  300 

St.  ANDREW*s  CHURCH. 

This  church  ftands  near  New- gate,  oil  the  weft 
fide  of  the  ftreet.  From  the  ftylc  of  the  architect 
ture,  and  its  fituation,  where  old  Monkcbejler  chiefly 
ftood,  it  feems  to  claim  priority  to  the  reft  for  anti* 
qiiity. 

The  old  bells  were  taken  down  in  1 726;  and  fix 
new  ones  replaced  them,  by  a  contribution  among 
the  inhabitants,  the  corporation  giving  fifty  pounds. 
A  new  porch  was  built  at  the  fame  time  to  the 
church.  At  the  weft  end  is  a  handforae  gallery, 
ereded  at  the  expence  of  the  parifti  in  1711. 

Three  chantries  were  founded  in  it,  in  honour  of 

1.  St.  Mary,  the  Bleflid  Virgin. 

2.  The  Holy  Trinity. 

3.  St.  Thomas. 

Thefe  chapels  contain  the  remains  of  mapy  "  illuf- 
trious  dead  ;"  among  whom  are  thofe  of  Sir  Adam 
de  AthoU,  knight,  and  of  his  lady«  with  a  Latin  in- 
fer! ption. 

In  the  year  1783,  the  inhabitants  purchafed  fotnc 
houfes  and  wafte  ground  to  enlarge  the  church-yard, 
which  is  walled,  pallifadoed  round,  and  planted  with 
trees.  A  new  gallery  and  veftry  were  built  at  the 
fame  time.     The  church  was  beautified,  and  the 

whole, 
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whole,  from  the  White-crofs,  has  a  cleanly,  light 
appearance. 

The  minifter  of  this  church  receives  annually  from 
the  v'car  three  pounds ;  from  the  crown  five  pounds 
two  (hillings  and  fixpence  ;  and  from  the  corpora- 
tion, for  being  leSurer,  one  hundred  pounds.  The 
facrament  is  every  fourth  Sunday ;  prayers  twice,  a 
week.  At  Eafter,  in  former  times,  ten  gallons  of 
wine  were  given  by  the  corporation. 

An  organ,  purchafed  by  a  voluntary  fubfcription 
of  the  pariihioners,  was  erected  in  this  church  A.  D.' 
1783  ;  and  a  falary  of  twenty  pounds  a  year  fettled 
by  the  common-council  on  the  organid. 

The  legacies  left  to  the  poor  of  St.  Andrew's  pa- 
rifh  are  ample  and  many  j  among  whom  are  : 

Sir  M^rk  Mllbank 
Henry  Hilton,  Efq. 
Sir  Alexander  Davifon 
Dame  Jane  Clavering 
Mrs.  Ifabella  Wrightfon 

The  names  of  many  of  the  curates  and  ledurers  of 
St.  Andrew's  have  occurred  already  in  the  account 
of  St.  Nicholas'  church ;  we  ftiall  therefore  omit 
them  here. 

Cbapels  of  Eafc  to  St.  Andrew's  Parijb. 

ST.  James's  chapel, 

Formerly  ftood  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Barrow's 
or  Barras-bridge.     It  has  been  long  in  ruins. 

ST.  Mary's  chapel  at  jesmond. 

This  ancient  chapel,  now  alfo  in  ruins,  got  the 
name  of  Jef'mont,  i.  c.  Jefus  Mount,  or  Mount  of 
Kus.  There 
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There  yet  remains  one  of  the  little  windows  of  the 
hofpital,  in  the  weft  gable  of.  a  public-houfe.  The 
chapel  had  an  aifle  northward,  which  is  now  a  ftable ! 
It  is  itfelf  become  a  barn  ! 

In  the  3d  of  Edward  VI.  the  town  of  Newcaftle 
got  a  grant  of  the  chapel  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin  Mary 
of  Jefmond,  and  fume  mefluages  and  lands  in  Jef: 
mondy  under  an  annual  rent  of  three  (hillings  and 
fonrpence. 

In  the  fame  year,  the  mayor  and  burgefles  granted 
the  hofpital  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin  Mary  of  Jefmond, 
with  the  lands  belcmging  to  it,  to  Sir  John  Brandling, 
his  heirs  and  afligns,  for  ever.  It  is  now  in  the  poC* 
feflion  of  William  Coulfon,  efq. 

St.  Mary's  Well  in  this  village,  which  is  faid  to 
have  had  as  many  fteps  down  to  it  as  there  are  arti^ 
cles  in  the  creeds  w^s  lately  inclofed  by  Mr.  Coulfon 
for  a  bathing-place,  which  was  no  fooner  done,  than 
the  wMer  left  it  /  The  fuperftitious  people  fuppofed 
that  this  was  the  immediate  vengeance  of  heaven  for 
the  violation  of  the  fandtity  of  the  place ;  bat  the 
Pivine  wrath  was  foon  fafpended ;  for,  lo !  the  water 
iliortly  returned  into  the  bathing-place  in  greater 
abundance  than  ever. 

From  Jefmond  is  a  delightful  profpeft ;  in  turning 
our  eyes  up  the  Oufe-bourn,  we  behold  the  happy 
effe£ls  of  induftry  in  Bufy-cottage,  the  property  of 
Mr.  Maflin  Sorlbie ;  and  further  up,  in  Mr.  Ycllo- 
ley's  mill  and  improvements.  To  Jefmond,  in  a 
fummer  morning,  is  one  of  the  fweeteft  walks  in  the 
vicinity  of  Newcaftle ;  and  if  this  pleafant  village  has 
loft  its  beauty  of  imaginary  fanftity,  it  is  amply  com- 
penfated  by  the  improvements  made  there,  efpecially 
in  that  little  fpot  of  ground  pccupied  by  Mr.  Dewar, 

a^ 
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SIS  a  common  garden,  which  in  a  few  years,  by  his 
induftry  an4  unwearied  attention,  he  has  improved 
to  fuch  a  degree  of  perfection,  as  to  enable  him  to 
fupport  a  large  family  in  a  comfortable  manner,  al- 
though it  does  not  contain  quite  two  acres  of  land. 
Ic  is  now  much  reforted  to  as  a  place  of  recreation 
during  the  fummer,  and  the  vifitors  are  agreeably 
accommodated  with  tea,  cider,  &cc.  qs  well  as  with 
the  mod  deliciom  fruits  in  their  feafon. 

ALL^AINTS*  OK  ALL-H ALLOWS'  CHURCH. 

We  enter  upon  the  hiftory  of  this  church  laft,  not 
becaufe  it  is  of  the  lead  importance,  but  on  account 
of  its  total  renovation ;  the  original  church  being 
razed  from  its  foundation,  on  which  it  had  ftood  for 
ages ;  and  on  its  fite  has  been  erected  a  magnificent 
religious  (Irudture. 

As  to  the  origin  of  its  name,  Mr.  Brand,  although 
he  acknowledges  that  he  is  ignorant,  both  of  the 
name  and  time  when  this  church  was  firft  built,  yet 
adds,  with  fome  afperity,  **  the  conjedure  of  Grey,  jn 
his  Chorographia,  that  this  church  was  dedicated  to 
All-Saints  or  All-Hallows,  from  the  ancient  name  of 
that  part  of  the  town,  Pampedon  ;  which,  he  adds, 
was  fo  called  from  the  pantheon  at  Rome,  appears  to 
be  too  ridiculous  to  deferve  either  to  be  confidered 
or  confuted/' 

This  unqualified  cenfure  appears  not  only  to  be 
fcvere,  but  alfo  ill-founded.  For,  in  the  ftruclure  of 
the  Greek  word  PoMbton,  the  i  (delta)  might  eafily 
flip  into  the  infcription  on  the  temple  for  the  8  (theta) 
thus  making  the  word  F andean ^  inftead  diFanibeon^ 
^he  name  of  that  part  of  the  town  in  which  All-Saints 
fhorch  was  originally  built.    It  is  well  known,  that 

the 
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the  early  Chriftians  adopted  feveral  of  the  names  and 
cuftoms  of  the  heathens,  both  to  allure  new  converts, 
and  not  too  feverely  to  pain  the  feelings  of  fuch  as 

had  but  recently  adopted  the  Chriftian  fyftem. 

Thus  the  merriments  of  the  Satur  nalia,  in  Decem- 
ber, were  replaced  by  others  under  a  relig  ious  veil, 
not  lefs  voluptuous,  (5r  with  lefs  pageantry,  in  the 
feftival  of  Chriftmas. 

We  may  alfo  aflume  another  derivation  which 
Dean  Switt  gives  us  the  hint  of  in  his  celebrated 
**  Tale  of  a  Tub,"  where  he  tells  us,  that  upon  the 
calendar  of  the  faints  increaiing  fo  rapkily,  that 
all  the  days  of  the  year  were  infufficient  to  give 
every  faint  a  day  to  himfelf,  the  conclave  of  Rome, 
after  very  long  deliberation,  agreed  to  appropriate 
one  day  to  the  honour  of  All  Saints.  So  that,  if  the 
other  three  churches  were  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas, 
to  St  John,  and  to  St.  Andrew,  why  might  not  this 
be  dedicated  to  *'  All  the  Saints  ?" 

We  know  that  trifling  incidents  have  given  names 
to  things  of  vaft  importance.  When  the  prime  mi* 
nifter  of  England  propofes  his  plan  for  applying  ma- 
ny niillions  of  money,  and  his  ways  and  means,  to 
enable  him  to  do  it,  he  is  faid  to  **  open  the  budget/' 
This  word  has  fo  puzzled  the  French  politicians,  lome 
terming  it  bou^e,  a  lantern  !  othtvs^ pocbe^  a  pocket ! 
that,  after  all,  they  were  obliged  to  renounce  it,  as 
inexplicable :  little  knowing  that  it  has  an  allufion  to 
a  tinker's  leathern  wallet,  which  he  calls  his  budget^ 
where  he  keeps  the  tools  .w*ith  which,  when  he 
mends  one  hole  in  fome  good  unfufpicious  boufc^ 
wife's  pan,  he  makes  two.  Mr.  Fox  fays,  that  our 
ilate-tinkers  have  not  only  ftruck  holes  in  the  na« 
tional  pot,  but  that  they  have  left  it  without  a  hot* 
torn.  Should 
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Should  neither  of  the  above  derivations  of  the 
naoie  of  All-Saints'  church  fatisfy  our  readers,  Ave 
will  venture  at  a  third.  What  if  the  piety  of  the 
early  Chriftians  fuggefted,  that  the  worlbippers  of  the 
Moll  High  either  are.  or  ought  to  be,  all  faints.^ — 
If  *' Procul  ejle  prof  anil  Ye  impious,  keep  at  a 
diftance !"  was  engraven  on  the  front  of  the  heathen 
temples,  fuch  an  infcription  is  much  more  applicable 
to  thofe  of  the  true  God. 

The  original  of  this  church  was  at  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  foot  of  Pilgrim-ftreet,  on  an  eminence 
nearly  on  a  level  with  St.  Mary's,  in  Gatefhead 
It  was  not  fo  lirge  as  St.  Nicholas'  church,  being 
oaly  166  feet  in  length,  and  in  breadth  77.  Its 
ftrudure  was  far  from  commanding  admiration, 
being  quite  plain,  and  rather  low  in  proportion  to  its 
fize.  It  had,  for  a  fteeple,  a  low  fquare  tower,  at  the 
weft  cnd»  with  one  fpire,  of  very  indifferent  architec- 
ture, rifing  from  the  tower.  It  was  adorn'd  with  a 
clock,  and  fix  good  bells,  which  were  caft  out  of  the 
ftatue  of  king  James  II.  as  mentioned  before. 

In  fome  of  the  windows  were  anciently  feveral 
curious  portraitures,  painted  on  glafs ;  one  of  our 
Saviour,  at  full  length,  in  the  fouth  eaft  window,  at 
the  eaft  end  of  the  chancel ;  his  twelve  apoftles,  in 
the  window  neareft  but  one  to  the  porch-door;  the 
pious  and  worthy  family  of  Roger  Thornton,  two 
fons  and  three  daughters,  in  a  devout  kneeling  pof- 
ture,  before  the  altars,  in  the  window  above  the  fouth 
door,  leading  into  the  choir,  towards  the  porch. — 
Moft  of  thefe  were  carried  off  or  defaced,  during  the 
tumults  of  the  civil  wars. 

In  the  weft  end  of  the  church  was  a  handfome 
gallery,  built  in  17x2  ;  an  organ  in  the  middle ;  the 

north 
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north  end  devoted  to  the  accommodation  of  the  nu- 
merous children  of  the  charity-fchool.  At  the  eaft 
end  was  another  gallery,  th^  property  of  the  com<- 
pany  of  butchers.  There  was  another  built  in  tha 
north  aifle  of  the  churcb,  by  the  Trinity-houfe,  foe 
the  accommodation  of  mariners,  John  Holburile  tnaf^ 
ter,  1618.  It  was  beautified  with  paintings,  in  1720^ 
reprefenting  Our  Bleflfed  Saviour  afleep  in  a  ftorm  ; 
his  taking  St.  Peter  by  the  hand  when  be  was  link« 
tng  in  the  waves ;  and  Jonah  vomited  up  on  the  dry 
land. 

The  chancel  ftood  upon  a  large  vaults  of  a  Iquare 
figure,  and  fpacious ;  a  ftrong  pillar  in  it,  which  fup-*> 
ported  eight  large  ftone  arches,  the  entrance  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  church-y  ard.  The  altar-table  was 
of  marble,  the  donation  of  a  perfon  unknown.  On 
the  fouth  fide  of  it  was  a  prothefis,  or  fide  altar.  The 
chancel  was  adorned  with  wainCcot  ftalls,  after  tha 
cathedral  fiile. 

There  were  feven  chantries  belonging  to  this 
church,  viz. 

I.  St.  Thomas. 

1.  Our  Lady. 

3.  St.  John  the  Evangelift. 

4.  St.  Peter. 

5.  St.  Catherine. 

6.  St.  Loye. 

7.  John  the  Baptift. 

Thsfe  were  early  foundations,  and  well  endowed. 

That  dedicated  to  St.  Petet  was  founded  by  Roget 
de  Thornton,  oppofite  to  the  tomb  of  that  worthy 
man.  It  was  ereded  about  the  year  141 1»  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  IV.  with  a  licence  from  that  prirfce^ 
that  he  might  be  prayed  for  while  he  fived ;  and  for 

his 
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his  foul,. with  that  of  Agnes  his  wife,  his  father  and 
mother,  his  anceftors,  and  alfo  his  pollerity,  with  the 
whole  company  of  the  faithful  departed. 

Monuments  formerly  in  All -Saints  Cburcb  and  Cburcb^ 

Tard. 

Ofthefe  wefhall'felea  a  very  few.  although  thit 
large  apd  populous  parifh  had  a  great  many  memo- 
rials of  this  melancholy  though  inftrudive  kind. 

Oppoiite  to  the  veftry,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
altar,  was  a  large  done  raifed  above  the  level,  co- 
vered V'ith  brafs  on  the  top,  on  which  were  cut 
the  effigies  of  Roger  Thornton  and  his  wife,  toge- 
ther with  his  family  arms  and  thofe  of  the  family  of 
the  Lumleys,  and  alfo  the  figures  of  the  apoftles  and 
other  faints. 

When  the  old  church  was  taken  down,  the  tomb- 
ftone  of  Roger  Thornton  was  carefully  taken  away, 
and  lodged  at  Alderman  Cramlirigton's  houfe,  in  Pil. 

grim-ftfeet. 
On  the  tomb-ftone  of  George  Bulman,  baker  and 

brewer,  1710,  is  the  following  epitaph  : 

Nought  ean  exempt  from  death's  imperious  hand, 
When  it  arrefts  the  fool,  at  God's  command ; 
Each  ftate  and  fsxr  as  well  the  high  as  low, 
Maft  once  falute  the  grave,  and  thither  go. 

A  mural  marble  monument  was  fixed  oh  the  wall 
of  the  church,  under  which  was  interred  the  body  of 
Thomas  Wrangham,  at  that  time  a  famous  (hip- 
builder  in  this  town  :  he  built  forty-five  fail  of  (hips ; 
and  died  of  a  fever,  in  the  42d  year  of  his  age.  May 
26, 1689. 

He  was  a  man  of  a  moft  generous  difpofition,  of  a 
plain  and  unafTeded  converfatioo,  and  a  fincere  and 
hearty  lover  of  his  friend. 

L  1  Oo 
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;  On  the  chancel  was  a  very  lai^  (tone,  inicnlp- 
tured  with  braTs,  of  which,  fevefal  year  ago,  no 
more  could  be  read  than  *' Hie  tumuUttus-^dono 
Dei  datus  mitis  cJero—promotor  eccle/tarum*'  From 
this  perFon  being  ^  great  ^  promoter  of  churches'*  it 
was  conje6iured  that  Robert  Rhodes  was  the  per- 
nor) here  buried.  Howerer,  Robert  Rhodes  had 
«re<Slcd  a  chantry  in  St.  Nicholas'  churchi  where, 
moft  probably  I  he  was  interred  Mn  Bourne  adds^ 
that,  whoever  it  was,  fronx  the  grandcinr  of  the 
graTe^ftone^  he  thinks  it  mud  have  been  the  baryin£« 
place  oi  fomc  eminent  perfon ;  and  from  his  being 
*'  pramotar  ecclefiaruvt^  that  he  was  aUb  religious.-^* 
The  effigies  were  very  tall,  and  furroonded  with 
Very  curious  piAures  of  the  founts  and  other  emblems, 
bur  the  brafs  and  ornaments  were  decaying  fad.  It 
is  a  pity,  the  good  man  adds,  that  more  care  was  not 
taken  of  this  monument,  both  as  it  waft  ornamental 
to  the  church,  and  a  memorial  of  its  benefador.  The 
**  promoters  of  churches'*  Hiould  be  always  rcmem* 
bered  with  the  moft  grateful  refpedk,  that  they  may 
be  (Inning  lights  to  the  moft  diftant  ages. 

Upon  Robert  Wallis,  formerly  clerk  of  All-Saints  ; 

Here  lies  RoMH  Walui* 

The  king  of  good  fellows, 

Cl^k  of  AU-Hallowsk 

Ar«[  maker  of  bellours : 
He  bellows  did  make  till  the  day  of  his  death  ; 
But  he  that  made  befiows  could  never  make  breath. 

This  being  a  large  and  extenfive  parilh,  and  many 
wealthy  merchants  and  other  opulent  people  refidii^ 
in  it,  of  confeguence  the  legacies  left  to  the  poor 
were  numerous  and  liberal ;  amoitg  which  were  the 
following : 

Mr. 
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Mr.  William  Hsuriibn,  hoaftman        iT*  150  p  o 

Mr.  WtUiain  Wrightfon        -         -  50  o  0 

Mrs*  Margaret  l<am(ey        •  •        20  o  ^ 

Afn.  Anne  Hsindcock        •        -        •    50  O  e 

The  benefadHons  for  the  inftitutlon  of  the  free- 
fchool  of  All-Saints  are  very  large,  of  which  in  its 
place. 

The  iDinifter  of  this  church  is  paid  four  pounds  hy 
the  yicar,  and  five  pounds  by  the  crowo,  annually  ; 
the  reft  of  his  income  arifes  from  his  furplice^fee^, 
regifters,  &c. 

Here  are  two  le^urers^  allowed  each  one  hundred 
pounds  per  annum  by  the  corporation.  Formerly 
they  were  prefented  with  twenty-one  gallons  of  winp 
at  Eafter  by  the  fame.  Sacrament  every  fepond 
Sunday  in  the  month;  prayers  every  day  twice, 
morning  and  afternoon* 

LECTURERS  OF  ALL-SAINTS. 

Jtobert  Jennifon^  S.  T.  F«  was  leftiirer  in  this 
church  in  the  year  1622.  lo  1639  he  was  fufpended 
£k  noo-conformity ;  but  was  afterwards  reflored  to 
bis  facred  fjao^ionSf  aad  appointed  vicar  of  St.  Ni- 
cbobs. 

Dr.  Wifhart  fucceeded  Dr.  Jennifon,  by  order  of 
king  Charles  I.  to  this  ledui^ifaip. 

1641,  Mr.  William  Morton  was  invited  to  be  paf- 
tor  of  this  church.  "  He  was  (fays  the  manufcript 
Life  of  Barnes)  a  very  worthy  man  j  he  left  New- 
caftle,  went  into  the  parliament's  army,  and  was 
chofen  one  of  the  divines  la  the  celebrated  aiTcmbly 
at  Weftminaer.'* 

Mr.  John  Durant  was  appointed  morning  lefturer 
of  All-Ssunts,  along  with  Mr.  Kichard  Frideaux,  ^nno. 

1647. 
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1647.  He  wrote  certain  fermons  on  the  Woman  of 
Canaan,  or  the  Trial  and  Triunaph  of  Taith,  and  dc- 
dicated  them  to  the  magiftrates,  miniders,  and  inha- 
bitants of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  thanking  them  for 
their  fingular  refpeil  to  his  dear  brother  William  Du- 
rant,  who  was  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  gofpel 
among  them  in  that  town.     Granger's  Biographical 

William  Durant  married  the  fitter  of  Sir  Jaoies 
Clavering,  bart. 

Anno  1663,  Mr.  Thomas  Davifon  was  appointed 
lefturer  of  All-Saints,  with  a  falary  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  per  annum.  He  is,  fays  the  bio- 
grapher Wood,  fuppofed  to  have  publiftied  a  fernion 
on  "  The  Fall  of  Angels,"  preached  before  the  mayor 
and  magiftrates  of  Newcattle  upon  Tyne,  1685,  410. 

April  24,  176!,  Hugh  Moifes,  A.  M.  morning 
lefturer.  The  common-council,  on  giving  him  this 
appointment,  politely  added,  that  *^  Mr.  Moifes  was 
appointed  to  this  ledurefliip  as  an  acknowledgment 
of  his  good  fervices  to  the  gram  mar- fchool  of  the 
town,  and  that  it  was  a  fmall  reward  for  his  eminent 
induftry,  and  the  exertion  of  his  very  diilinguifhed 
abilities.'' 

CURATES  OF  ALL-SAINTS. 

* 

This  is  reputed  one  of  the  largeft  cures  in  the 
kingdom ;  but  we  will  not  trouble  our  readers  with 
a  detailed  lift  of  the  names  of  all  who  have  filled  (hat 
office, 

A.  D.  1380,  John  de  Harpham  is  named  as  curate 
in  this  church. 

Robert  Croft,  in  the  year  1407,  was  apppintcd 

curatd. 

After 
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After  a  fucceflion  of  many  others,  we  find. 

A.  D.  1 708,  Cuthbert  EULfon,  M,  A,  cholcn  cu- 
rate, and  afterwards  removed  to  the  vicarage  of 
Stannington.  He  was  the  author  of  two  fermons, 
entitled  **  The  Babler  ;*'  alfo  of  a  paftoral  between 
Corydon  and  Thyrfis,  and  another  little  pleafant 
piece,  named  **  A  Trip  to  Benwell."  8vo, 

Henry  Bourne,  A.  M.  fucceeded  in  1722.  He 
was  author  of  **  Antiquitates  Vulgarcs,"  and  **  The 
Hiftory  of  Newcaftle."  As  this  work  is  in  many 
hands,  and  is  upon  the  whole  an  informing  book  on 
the  fubjeft,  we  (hall  add  a  few  notes  refpeding  the  life 
of  this  reverend  author.  Gyll's  interleaved  copy  of 
Boume*s  Hiftory  fays,  that  "  Henry  Bourne  was  the 
fon  of  a  taylor,  and,  after  fome  time  fpent  at  fchool, 
was  bound  an  apprentice  to  a  glazier  in  the  Side,  in 
Newcaftle ;  but,  difcovering  a  difpofition  towards 
letters,  was,  after  he  had  lived  two  pr  three  years 
with  his  mafter,  emancipated  from  his  fervice^ 
again  fent  to  fchool,  and  from  thence  he  was  re- 
moved by  the  aid  of  fome  p^rfons  who  knew  hini« 
and  admitted  a  iizar,  about  the  year  1720,  at  Cam- 
bridge; where  obtaining  orders,  he  was  appointed 
curate  of  this  church,  in  which  place  he  remained 
tiU  his  death  in  the  year  1733. 

THE  NEW  CHURCH. 

The  occafion  of  building  this  handfome  ftru6lure 
is  fet  forth  in  the  preamble  to  the  ad  of  parliament 
as  follows : 

«*  Whereas  the  church  or  parochial  chapel  of  the  parifli  of  All- 
Saints,  ia  t)ie  town'  and  county  of  Newcaftle  upo9  Tyue,  and 
yrhich  parifh  extends  into  the  county  of  Northumberland,  is  a 
Tery  ancieut  building»  and  is  become  fo  decayed  and  ruinotis, 

that 
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that  it  is  unfafe  for  the  parifbioners  to  attend  divine  feirice  theit* 
in ;  and  it  is  neceflary  the  fame  fhould  be  taken  down»  and  a  new 
church  boilt,  and  alfo  that  the  cemetry,  or  churcb-jardt  which 
is  too  fmall,  (hould  be  enlaff;ed»  and  proper  ayenues  made  thetc- 
to ;  aod  whereas,  for  the  purpofes  afor«fasd»  it  will  be  necdEoj 
to  purchafe  certain  lands,  houfcst  or  tenemenu ;  may  it  tbcrtfoTV 
pleafe  your  majefty/'  &c.  ftc* 

In  confequence  of  the  above,  an  advertifemeDt  was 
inferted  in  the  Newcaftle  papers,  for  plans  of  a  church 
capable  of  holding  fifteen  hundred  pe<^Ie.  The 
candidates  were,  Mr.  Stepheofon,  of  this  town,  Mr. 
Harrifdn,  of  Lancafier,  and  fome  others.  As  the 
contcft  lay  between  ihefe  two  gentlemen,  a  ihort  de^ 
fcription  of  their  plans,  (made  by  a  friend  to  fcience 
at  the  time)  may  not  be  oi)t  of  place. 

He  begins  by  obferving,  that  he  thinks  he  has  fisen 
the  fenographical,  or  ground  part  of  both,  at  Rome, 
being  that  of  two  noble  ftru&ures  in  that  Miftreft  of 
the  fine  arts. 

The  plan  of  Mr.  Harrifon,  he  obferves,  is  a  iemi* 
circle ;  before  the  chord- line  of  which  is  a  portico  of 
/our  Doric  columns,  fupporting  a  pediment,  on  the 
two  extremities  of  which  is  a  fmall  minaret  or  fteeple. 
Mr.^Stephenfon's  plan  is  an  elipfe,  with  a  colonade 
of  coupled  columns^  of  the  ionic  order,  the  length  of 
the  wiiole  Ibuth  front ;  over  the  colonade  an  attic, 
from  which  rifes  a  dome. 

It  is  the  fartheft  from  our  wifli  to  give  offence  to 
thefe  gentlemen,  (who  have  arifen  to  eminence  in 
their  profeffion)  as  the  fine  remains  of  Grecian  and 
Roman  architedlure  are  confidered  as  the  pureit 
fource  from  which  the  prefent  artifts  can  take  their 
ideas. 
We  fliall  ncyw  proceed  to  defei^e  the  church,  as 

it 
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it  is  finiihedi  the  plan  having  been  confiderabl/  aU 
tered  from  what  was  at  firft  intended. 

This  truly  grand  church  is  conftrufted  m  a  ftile 
very  different  ft&m  the  ancient  Gothic  churches.  It 
is  of  a  cifcalar  foraii  adorned,  quite  round,  with  orna* 
mental  aichitefture^  exceedingly  beautiful  and  rich. 
^.The  front  is  towards  the  fouth,  and  fet  oflTwith  a 
grand  colooade,  fupporting  a  porch  lofty  and  fpa- 
Clous,  with  iuperb  ooluiDns  of  the  Ionic  order.  A 
fteeple  or  fpire  rifes  above  the  front,  nearly  of  a  height 
with  St.  Nichdaa*  fteeple,  but  conftruded  in  a 
different  manner..  It  gradually  rifes  from  the  fquare 
tower,  or  bafe,  by  feveral  ftages  of  moft  beautiful 
pillarst  and  terminates  by  a  large  gilded  vane. 

The  fteeple  is  adorned  with  a  clock,  made  by  Mr. 
ThwaiteSy  of  London,  and  of  fuch  ingenious  work* 
manftiip  as  to  excite  univerfal  admiration.  It  has 
three  dial-plates,  with  gnomons  and  hour-figures, 
richly  gilded,  fo  large  as  may  be  feen  at  a  great  dif* 
tance.  In  the  front,  the  hours  are  diftindlly  feen 
from  Gateihead.  It  chimes  every  quarter  of  an  hour, 
repeating  the  number  of  quarters  after  the  hour. 

The  fet  of  bells  were  caft  on  purpofe,  in  London ; 
and  being  formed  of  the  bed  proportion  of  metals, 
their  found  is  fweer  and  harmonious,  and  they  are 
capable  of  ringing  a  great  variety  of  changes. 

The  mafon-work  was  conduced  by  Mr.  Thomp* 
fon,  and  the  carpentry-work  by  Mr.  Peter  Paxton. 

In  fliort,  this  church  is  one  of  the  moft  ftriking  re* 
femblances  of  the  Grecian  and  Roman  architeSure, 
is  a  chief  ornament  in  the  modern  improvements  of 
Newcaftle,  and  will  be,  for  ages,  a  proof  of  the  gbod 
tafte  and  munificence  of  the  parifliioners  of  that  parifli. 
The  cxpence  (which  is  faid  to  be  great)  in  building 

this 
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this  new  church,  was  raifed  by  a  poundage,  accord- 
ing to  the  above  ad  of  Parliament,  upon  the  inha- 
bitants  of  the  parifli. 

There  is  a  beautiful  area^  fown  with  grafs,  and 
planted  with  poplar  and  other  ornamental  trees* 
with  a  border  of  flowering  ihrubs»  which  ^ve  a  light* 
nefs  and  elegance  to  the  whole  building. 

The  church-yard  is  eaftward  from  the  church ;  it 
IS  full  of  tomb-ftones.  infcribed  to  the  memory  of 
many  of  the  firft  characters  in  NewcaiUe,  both  of  an- 
cient and  modem  times.  It  is  fupported.  on  the  eaft 
and  north,  by  a  wall  of  vail  height. 

Chapel  ofEafe  to  All-Saints. 

ST.  Aim's 

Stands  in  the  vicinity  of  Sandgate-ftreet,  on  a 
gentle  declivity.  After  the  reformation,  it  was  neg* 
ledled  and  fell  into  decay,  but  was  repaired  in  1682. 
A  ledurer  was  then  appointed,  who  was  to  preach 
every  Sunday  morning,  and  expound  the  cathechifm^ 
in  the  afternoon,  for  which  he  was  to  have  thirty 
pounds  per  annum.  At  prefent  it  has  two  lecturers, 
one  allowed  forty,  and  the  other  fifty  pounds  per 
annum,  by  the  corporation.  This  chapel  was 
rebuilt  by  Mr.  Newton,  architedt,  with  the  ftones 
of  the  old  wall  which  formerly  ran  along  the 
Quay-iide.  The  deHgn  is  plain,  with  a  light  iieeple,. 
and  a  good  clock.  It  was  confecrated  by  bifbop 
Trevor  in  1 768,  having  been  built  and  endowed  by 
the  corporation. 

Dr.  Fawcett  preached  and  publifhed  the  confecra- 
tion  fermon. 

From  the  firft  preacher  in  this  chapel,  Mr.  John- 
Rawlett,  in  1682,  to  the  prefent,  the  Rev.  Mofes  Man« 

ners, 
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ners,  A.  M.  is  a  confiderable  lilt  of  names,  many  of 
them  refpedable  for  their  learning  and  talents. 

DISSENTING  MEETING-HOUSES. 

The  Diilenters  in  this  populous  town  are  numerous 
and  refpedable. 

Adjoining  to  Tuthill-ftairs,  near  the  top,  is  a  new 
and  handfome  chapel,  lately  eredted.  The  copgre. 
gation  are  of  the  Particular  or  Calviniftic  Baptift  per- 
fuafioQ.  They  have  a  large  refervoir  for  the  immer- 
fion  of  their  members  in  receiving  the  rite  of  baptifm; 
with  a  neat  and  capacious  veftry,  where  they  have 
fermon  on  week. day  evenings.  The  name  of  the 
prefent  minifter  is  Mr.  Cracherode. 

In  Hanover.fquare  is  a  large  and  well-built  chapel 
for  Unitarian  Diifenters :  the  Rev.  William  Turner  is 
the  prefent  minifter.  In  the  veftry,  which  has  been 
lately  built,  is  an  excellent  library,  of  forae  extent, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  congregation.  This  fociety  has 
fubfifted  during  more  than  a  century,  and  has  been 
fervcd  by  many  eminent  men.  Though  ufually 
clafled  under  the  denomination  of  Freft)yterians,  it  is 
believed  they  never  exercifed  the  prefl>yteridn  difci- 
pline,  or  joined  any  other  focieties  in  forming  a  clafs 
or  fynod,  or  ever  prefcribed  any  creed  or  confeflion 
as  a  term  of  communion  among  themfelves« 

Near  the  old  caftle  is  a  meeting  of  the  church  of 
Scotland,  of  long  Handing ;  the  prefent  minifter's 
name  is  the  Rev.  David  Gellatly. 

In  Poftern-ftreet  is  another  old  meeting  houfe, 
of  the  fame  defcription  of  diiTenters,  which  is  opened 
occafionally. 

Nearly  oppofite  the  laft-mentioned,  is  a  new  aud 

degaot  chapel,  lately  l)uilt.    The  congregation  is  of 
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lady  Huntingdon's  (or  lady  Ann  £rikine*sj  denocni- 
nation,  originally  founded  by  the  late  celebrated 
George  Whitfield,  A.  M. — Mr.  Lee,  a  native  of  this 
town,  is  at  prefent  minifter.  Before  the  building  of 
this  chapel,  they  occupied,  for  many  years,  the  old 
tneeting-houfe  laft  mentioned. 

In  the  Groat-market  is  a  meeting-houfe  of  Prclby- 
terians ;  the  Rev.  David  Mlndoe,  minifter. 

In  the  High  Bridge  is  another  large  Prefbyterian 
meeting-houfe  ;  the  Rev.  John  Hutton,  minifter. 

In  Silver-ftreet  is  a  numerous  congregation  of  PrcC- 
byterians  ;  the  Rev.  Adam  Laidlaw,  minifter. 

At  the  head  of  the  Wall  Knoll  is  a  Prelbyte^ 
Han  meeting ;  the  prefent  minifter's  name  is  Mr. 
Robertfon. 

Without  Sally  Port  is  another  Preft)yterian  meet- 
ing-houfe,  for  Seceders  of  the  Burgher  perfuafion  ; 
the  Rev.  John  Smith,  minifter. 

On  the  Garth-heads  is  another  Preft)yterian  meet- 
ing-houfe  ;  the  Rev.  Robert  Cowan,  minifter. 

In  the  Clofe  is  a  Prefbyterian  meeting-houfc,  for 
Seceders  of  the  Antiburgher  perfuafion  j  the  Rev. 
William  Syme,  minifter. 

Clofe  by  the  opening  of  the  town- wall  for  the  new 
paflkge,  half  way.down  from  the  Carpenter*s  Tower, 
IS  a  fmall  fociety  of  diflcnters  from  the  church  of  Scot- 
land, which,  from  adopting  the  tenets  of  the  late  John 
Glafs,  are  called  Glaflites.  Their  fpeakers  are  various. 

There  are  three  Methodift  chapels ;  one  in  North- 
umberland-ftreet,  another  in  Manor-chare,  called 
Bethel,  of  the  New  itinerancy  ;  a  third  on  the  N'ew 
Road,  near  Egypt  granaries. 

In  Pilgrim-ftreet,  nearly  oppofite  to  Mofley-ftrcet, 
is  a  meeting-houfe  for  the  people  called  Quakers. 

There 
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There  are  two  Roman  Catholic  chapels  in  New- 
caftlej  one  in  Pilgrim-ftrcet,  oppofite  the  High- 
bridge,  Rev.  Mr.  Worfwick,  miniller  ;  the  other  at 
the  foot  of  Weftgiite-ftreet,  the  Rev.  Mr.  WariloWi 
minifter. 

We  may  fum  up  the  different  claffes  of  DiflTenters, 
and  clofe  our  account  of  Religious  Inftitutions,  in 
the  words  of  an  able  correfpondent  of  the  Monthly 
Magazine :  voL  xi.  p.  310. 

♦*  Six  congregations  of  Prefbyterians,  properly  fo 
called,  united  in  do£lrine,difcipline,  and  communion 
with  the  church  of  Scotland ;  and  one  of  each  of  the 
clafles  of  the  feceifion  from  that  church,  fliled  Burgh* 
ers  and  Antiburghers :  a  numerous  and  refpedlable 
body  of  Unitarian  worlhippers :  a  congregation  6f 
Independents,  and  another  of  Particular  or  Calvinidic 
Baptifts :  two  large  focieties  of  the  old  Wellleian 
Methodifts ;  and  one  connedled  with  the  New  Itine- 
rancy, commonly  called  Kilhamites,  who  are  very 
numerous.  There  are  alfo  two  Roman  Catholic  cha- 
pels, a  numerous  and  refpedable  body  of  Friends, 
commonly  called  Quakers ;  and  a  few  worthy  per- 
fons  attached  to  the  tenets  of  Mr.  John  Glafs,  whence 
they  are  ufualiy  denominated  Glaflites. 

*•  All  thefe  live  together,  on  the  whole,  very  peace- 
ntily ;  and  while  they  maintain,  with  fufficient  xeal, 
their  refpedive  tenets  and  modes,  they  can  often, 
with  great  harmony,  join  with  each  other  in  plans 
for  the  public  benefit,  either  in  a  charitable  or  a  lite, 
rary  way ;  and  as  feldom,  perhaps,  as  any  where, 
difturb  either  public  or  private  peace  by  the  violence 
of  their  difputes  on  their  feveral  diftindions. 

'*  Such  would,  doubtlefs,  be  the  cafe  univerfally,  if 
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men  were  left  to  the  free  excrcife  of  their  reafon  in 
matters  of  religion^  and  fo  much  needlefs  pains  were 
not  taken  by  thofe  in  power  to  '*  prevent  diverfity  of 
opinions,"  a  thing  impofiible  among  creatures  of  fuch 
limited  powers,  expofed  to  fuch  a  variety  of  influ- 
ences, from  birth,  education,  and  connections  in  life. 
That  kind  of  Chriftian  knowledge  which  is  the  refult 
of  free  enquiry,  is  indeed  the  only  ground  that  can 
be  fecurely  relied  on  as  the  foundation  of  a  conliftent 
and  virtuous  condud.    On  various  fpeculative  points 
there  cannot  be  a  unity  of  faith,  but  in  the  bonds  of 
ignorance  and  prefumption ;  but,  amidft  great  diver- 
fity of  opinions,  there  may  be  a  *•  unity  of  the  fpirit 
in  the  bond  of  peace/'  which  is  all  that  Chriiltanity 
requires/* 

BALLAST-HILLS  BURYING  GROUND. 

This  place  is  principally  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of 
.  Diflenters,  though  (the  expence  of  interment  being 
lower)  the  poor  of  the  eftabli(hed  church  are  likewife 
frequently  buried  here.  It  is  one  of  the  largeft 
pieces  of  ground  devoted  to  this  melancholy  fervice 
we  can  meet  with  almolt  any  where,  Bunhill-fields 
burying-ground,  in  London,  alone  excepted.  There 
are  from  twelve  to  eighteen,  and  fome^imes  double 
that  number,  brought  here  weekly.  A  regifter  of 
the  dead  interred  in  this  place  is  kept  by  the  corpo- 
ration. It  was  formerly  uninclofed ;  but,  on  account 
of  frequent  depredations,  both  by  man  and  bead,  be* 
ing  the  fubjeA  of  much  complaint,  it  was,  a  few  years 
ago,  encompafled  by  a  itone  wall,  built  by  public 
fubfcription. 

MONU- 
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M0HUMENT8  IN  THE  BALLAST-HILLS. 

On  a  table-monument  is  the  following  infcription: 

In  memory  of  the  late  Rev,  Alex.  Nimmo,  minifter  in  the 
Clofey  Newcaftle.  Obiit  5th  Febnxar]r>  1770,  in  the  18th  year 
of  his  miniftry,  aged  44* 

How  tain  th*  attempt  to  celebtnte  on  done 
His  charader :  his  hearers  hearts  alone 
Are  monuments,  which  longer  fhall  proclaim 
His  praifey  than  marble,  rock,  or  ihort-Iiv'd  fame. 
Here  are  depofited  the  remains  of  four  of  his  children,  vis. 
Chriftiaut  Margaret,  Helen,  and  Alexander. 

Lo,  here  mix  in  one  grave,  the  duft 
Of  father,  ion,  and  (ire : 
'*  Their  kindred  fouls  adom'd  with  crowns^ 

To  heavenly  ibngs  confpire* 

On  an  upright  (tone  : 

Here  lies  the  body  of  the  Rev.  James  Robbrtsoii,  mintfter 
•fthe  gofpel  in  Sallyport-meeting ;  who  departed  this  life  SepL 

23f  »7^7>  ag«d  39  yca«- 

Ambitious  not  of  man's,  but  God's  applaufe ; 
Modeft  yet  refolute  in  virtue's  caufe. 
Swift  was  his  race,  with  health  and  vigom*  blell ; 
Soft  was  Ids  palFage  to  the  land  of  red. 
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PUBLIC   CHARITIES. 


CHARITY-SCHOOL  or  ST.  NICHOLAS. 

This  mode  of  benefiting  mankind  is  the  moft  laud* 
able  and  fubftantial  of  almoft  all  others.  The  pri- 
mary intention  of  ere£ling  charity  fcbools  was  to  defeat 
the  pernicious  effefts  of  the  feminaries  fet  up  by  the 
papifts,  during  the  fhort  and  inglorious  reign  of  that 
furious  bigot,  James  11.  about  the  year  1688. 

But  the  power  of  Rome,  by  the  glorious  revolu- 
tion,  falling  into  contempt,  the  generous  and  htt» 
mane,  perceiving  the  happy  effedls  of  fuch  ufeful  iii- 
fiitutions,  not  only  continued  their  afiiftance  when 
the  fears  of  popery  had  fubiided,  but  encreafed 
their  number  and  their  means  of  fupport ;  and 
it  refleds  no  fmall  degree  of  luftre  upon  the  times  in 
which  we  live^  that  there  is  fcarcely  a  town  or  Vil- 
lage where  we  may  not  find  charity  fchools,  in  which 
numbers  of  poor,  fatherlefs,  friendlefs  orphans  are 
carefully  inflruded  in  the  moft  neceflary  branches  of 
ufeful  education. 

This  honourable  and  laudable  foundation  in  St. 
Nicholas  had  its  exiftence  from  the  pious  benevo- 
lence of  a  worthy  lady,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Allan,  of  New- 
caftle,  who  founded  this  fchool  February  20th,  1 705, 
for  the  education  of  forty  boys  and  twenty  girls^ 
born  in  the  parifh,  and  in  the  chapelry  of  St.  John. 

Effeduairy  to  endow  this  charity,  Mrs.  Allan,  by 
her  deed  of  gift,  dated  as  above,  affigned  u  farm- 
hold and  tenant-right  in  WalPs  End,  of  the  yearly 
value  of  fizty-one  pounds  nineteen  fliillings  and  five^ 

pence, 
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pence,  to  the  truftees  in  truft  to  herfelf  for  life,  and 
after  her  death,  for  fetting  up  a  fchool  for  teaching 
forty  boys  and  twenty  girls,  in  the  faid  pariih  of  St. 
Nicholas.  The  boys  are  taught  reading,  writing, 
and  accompts,  and  after  that  are  put  out  by  the  truf- 
tees to  fome  trade  or  handicraft,  or  to  fea,  and  have 
forty  (hillings  a  piece  for  that  purpofe,  with  a  Bible 
and  Prayer-book  bound  together,  a  Whole  Duty  of 
Man,  and  Lewis's  Explanation  of  the  Catechifm. 

The  girls  are  taught  to  read,  write,  few,  and  knit, 
and  then  apprenticed  out  or  put  to  fervice,  and  have 
twenty  (hillings  allowed  them,  with  the  fame  books 
as  the  boys. 

'  The  mafter's  falary  is  twenty-five  pounds  per  an- 
num, and  twenty  (hillings  for  coals.  That  of  the 
miftrefs  is  ten  pounds  per  annum,  and  ten  (hillings 
for  coals. 

The  parifhioners  were  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  ufe- 
fulnefs  of  this  foundation,  and  the  progiefs  made  by 
the  fcholars,  that  they  entered  into  an  annual  fuh- 
fcription  to  cloath,  decently,  the  children  of  the 
fchool. 

Liberal  and  ample  acceflions  were  made  to  this  en- 
dowment from  various  quarters. 

A.  D.  1723,  Mr.  Gilbert  Campbell,  innholder,  left 
by  will  the  fum  of  twenty  pounds,  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Nichols,  organift,  ten  poundsi»  to  be  put  out  at  inte- 
reft  for  the  benefit  of  this  fchool. 

Mrs.  Chilholm,  relid  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Chif- 
holm,  of  Wooler,  bequeathed  it  for  ever  the  intereft 
of  five  hundred  pounds. 

A.  D.  1738,  John  Hewit,  goldfmith,  left  it  by 
will  the  fum  ot  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  which 
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was  lent  to  the  corporation  of  NewcafUe,  at  four  per 
cent* 

John  Fenwick,  efq.  of  Newcaftlc,  gave  in  perpe- 
tuity fifty  pounds  to  the  corporation,  for  the  annual 
payment  of  twenty  ihiUings  to  the  chanty  (chool  of 
St.  Nicholas*  and  twenty  fhillings  to  the  prifoners  in 
Newgate,  to  be  made  feven  days  before  Chriftmas 
for  ever. 

A.  D.  1786,  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle  built  a 
new  charity  fchool  for  this  partfli  in  Manor-chare.  Tt 
has  a  fine  front  towards  the  ftreet,  well  Ughted  and 
aired,  having  more  tlie  appearance  of  the  dwelling-- 
houfe  of  fome  wealthy  family,  than  that  of  a  fcmU 
nary  for  charity  children.  The  more  credit  is  due 
on  that  account  to  the  irorthy  patrons  of  the  inftitu* 
tion, 

ST.  JOHN^s  CHAR1TY.SCHOOL. 

This  was  founded  and  endowed  in  the  year  1705  ; 
but  the  name  of  the  munificent  founder  was  then 
unknown  ;  nor  was  it  difcovered  till  after  the  death 
of  that  worthy  cbarafter,  Mr.  John  Ord,  who  was  the 
perfon,  and  who  had  entrufted  the  late  Dr.  Thomlin- 
fon  alone  with  the  fecret.  This  gentleman  did  not 
dilclofe  it,  agreeable  to  his  engagement,  till  after  Mr. 
Ord's  deceafe. 

This  charity  fchool  is  for  forty-four  boys,  but  no 
girls.  For  its  fapport  Mr.  Ord  bequeathed  a  large 
fields  called  Great  Magd^len'-clofe,  or  Alill-clofe^ 
without  Pilgrim-ftreet  Gate.  The  clofe  was  let  in 
Mr.  Bourne^s  time  at  twenty-five  pounds  per  annum, 
but  probably  lets  now  at  double  that  fum 

In  the  year  1707,  Mrs.  Margaret  Allgood,  widoWr 
bequeathed  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  put  out  at  in-^ 
tereft  for  the  benefit  of  St.  John's  charity  fchool ;  and 
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an  annual  fubfcription  of  thirty-three  pounds  four- 
teen (hillings  is  alfo  raifed  for  its  maintenance. 

There  is  likewifc  an  anniverfary  fermon  preached 
for  the  benefit  of  the  fchool,  which  is  generally  pro- 
du<5live. 

The  boys  are  annually  cloathed,  and  have  fhoes 
and  (lockings  twice  a  year. 

The  fchool-houfe  was  built  and  is  kept  in  repair 
by  the  corporation.  The  mafter's  falary  is  twenty- 
four  pounds  per  annum,  forty  (hillings  for  teaching 
the  boys  church  mufic,  and  fixtesn  ihillings  a  year 
for  paper,  pens,  and  ink. 

The  patrols  of  the  fchool  are,  the  heir  of  Mr.  Ord, 
the  mayor  of  Newcaftle,  the  vicar,  the  lecturers  of' 
All-Saints,  St.  John's,  and  St.  Andrew's,  or  any  five 
of  them,  to  choofe  a  matter  for  the  fchool. 

The  private  benefadlions  to  this  charity  are  : 

Lady  Clavering      -      -      •       per  annum  ;f .  a     2     o 
Mrs.  Swinbum        ...      -       ditto  100 

George  Grey,  Efq.        -      .       -       ditto  100 

with  feveral  others.:  and  the  following  fixteen  com- 
panies one  pound  each : 

Bakers  and  Brewers  .  Rope-makers 

Taylors  Smiths 

Barber-  Surgeons  Joiners 

Sadlers  Slaters 

Glaziers  Butchers 

Cordwainers  Bricklayers 

Tanners  Hatters 

Houfe-Carpcntcrs  Weavers 

CHARITY-SCHOOL  or  ST.  ANDREW. 

The  charity.fchool  of  this  parifii  was  founded  by 
Sir  William  Blackett,  baronet.     It  is  for  thirty  boys, 

N  n  and 
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and  was  firfl:  opened  in  the  year  1708.  A.  D.  1719, 
Sir  William  Blackett,  baronet,  fon  of  the  founder  of 
the  fchool,  ordered  cloathing  for  the  fcholars. 

The  mafter's  falary  is  twenty  pounds  per  annum. 
The  patrons  for  chooiing  a  mafter  are,  the  vicar  and 
the  churchwardens  of  the  parifh. 

A.  D.  179^9  a  handfome  fchool-houfe  was  built 
without  Newgate,  by  fubfcription/ for  girls,  and  a 
gallery  was  alfo  ereded  for  them'  in  the  fouth:  porch 
of  the  church. 

CHARmr-SCHOOL  or  ALL-SAINTS. 

This  ufeful  foundation  was-  raifed  bj^  a  voluntary 
fubfcription,  in  the  year  1709-  It  is  for  forty-one 
boys,  and  feventeen.  girls.  The  boys  are  taught  to 
read,  write^  and  caft  accounts;  the  girls  to  read, 
write,  knit,  few,  and  make  and  mend  their  own 
deaths. 

The  fubfcribers  are  very  numerous,  and  many  of 
the  donations  liberal  and  ample ;  but  our  limits  pre- 
clude tlie  infertion  of  all  the  names :  among  others, 

Walter  Blackett,  efq.        -        per  annum    £-500 

Nicholas  Fenwick,  eiq.      -       •      dkto      -      700 

The  whole  fum  was  £»  783     12    o 

CHARITY-SCHOOL  or  ST.  ANN's  CHAPEL. 

This  fchool  (lands  at  the  eaft  end  of  Sandgate,  in 
the  corner  of  the  field  adjacent  to  the  chapel.  It  is 
a  large,  airy,  light  room  ;  has  two  matters,  and  a 
great  number  of  fcholars. 

SUNDAY 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

The  benevolent  Father  of  All  has  raifed  up  and 
qualified  fome  xliftinguiflied  characters  to  promote 
the  beft  interefts  of  mankmd  in  every  age.     So- 
crates, in  one  part  of  the  pagan  world,  taught  with 
unwearied  zeal,  in  the  forum,  in  the  temples,  in  the 
(Ireets  of  Athens,  the  moft  noble  of  all  fciences,  the 
fcience  of  morals,   and,    by  his   fvlblime  precepts, 
•formed  the  moft  renowned  characters  of  antiquity ; 
-enlightening  the  foaring  minds  of  Plato,  of  the  Sta- 
gyrite,  aud  many  others,  whofe  writings  ftill  conti- 
Due  to  charm  and  inftrud  the  world ;  and  his  fole 
.reward  was,  a  CQitfcioufnefs  of  doing  good :   whilft 
Confucius  exerted  equally  an  unwearied  zeal  in  the 
•eaftern  regions,   whofe  whole  dodkrine  tended  *'  to 
reftoie  human  nature  to  its  former  luftre,  and  that 
firft  beauty  it  bad  received  from  heaven,  which  (he 
faid)  had  been  fullied  by  the  darknefs  of  ignorance 
and  the  contagion  of  vice.** 

In  modern  times,  when  we  behold  a  Howard, 
'Whdfe  breaft  flowed  with  tl>e  milk  of  human  kind- 
nefs,  traverfing  the  globe,  and  ranfacking  loathfome 
gaols,  to  pour  the  oil  and  wine  of  confolation  into 
the  wounds  of  the  foUtary  prifoner,  which  misfor- 
tune, defcd  of  moral  principle,  or  relentlefs  cruelty, 
had,  with  unpitying  hands,  inflidted  ;— we  are  tranf- 
ported  with  the  emotions  of  admiration,  and  almoil 
Yeady  to  think  his  **  Hiftory  of  Prifons "  a  pleating 
illufion  1     More  recently,  another  philanthropift  has 
ilept  forward  with  a  plan,  the  beft  calculated  that 
the  mind  of  man  ever  conceived,  for  preventing  fu- 
ture Howards  from  being  employed  in   allevifttincj 
tile  £aital  effects  of  ignorance,  and  of  depraved  mo^- 
w&,  and  thus  difarming  the  hand  of  ftern  juftice; 
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we  mean  Mr.  Raikes,  of  Gloucefter,  with  his  excel- 
lent inftitution  of  Sunday  Schojls.  Here,  during 
the  intervals  of  divine  worfhip,  on  Sunday,  youth 
are  taught,  with  care  and  afliJuity,  the  firft  princi- 
ples of  learning  and  of  religion.  It  is  here  that  into 
their  tender  minds  are  inllilled,  without  expence, 
thofe  primary,  thofe  moll  noble  principles,  which, 
when  they  *'  ripen  into  man,"  inlluence  their  whole 
lives,  and  pervade  their  moral  and  civil  condu<3:. 
The  patrons  of  thefe  benevolent  inltitutions  are  fome 
of  the  mod  exalted  and  virtuous  charaders  in  the 
kingdom,  "  Bifliop  Auckland  is  a  beautiful  place/' 
faid  a  gentleman  lately  ;  *'  but  the  mod  enchanting 
fight  to  me  was,  on  a  Sunday  morning,  the  prefeat 
lord  bilhop  of  Durham,  and  his  lady,  plainly  dreifed, 
affiduoufly  attending,  and  inftruding  perfonally  a 
numerous  Sunday  School  V^-'^Newcqflle  Courant^  May 
i8of. 

Nor  are  the  happy  effeds  of  this  humane  and 
highly  ufeful  plan  more  vifible  in  any  town  in  Eng- 
land than  in  Ncwcaftle.  Inftead  of  feeing  our  ftreets 
fwarming  with  the  offspring  of  penury,  indolence,  or 
vice,  with  minds  untutored,  and  fail  receiving  the 
impreffion  of  evil  habits,  w^  behold,  with  emotions 
of  heart- felt  complacency,  long  proceffions  of  youths 
preceded  by  their  inftruclors,  and  attended  by  gen- 
tlemen eminent  for  their  virtues  and  adive  ftations 
in  life,  walking  along  to  worlhip  the  Most  High,  in 
our  Chriftian  temples.  The  bleffings  of  ihoufands, 
ready  to  perifti  *'  through  lack  of  knowledge r  mud, 
while  virtue  and  learning  enlighten  the  world,  at- 
tend Mr.  Raikes ! 

Thefe  fchools  are  noW  confined  to  no  fed  or  party 
of  Chriftians.     The  four  parifh  churches,  and  feveral 
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diflcnting  meeting-houfes,  have  opened  them,  and 
particularly  at  the  chapel  of  the  Rev.  William  Tur- 
ner, in  Hanover- fquare,  there  are  two,  one  for  boys, 
the  other  for  girls,  which  were  the  firft  eftabliflied  ia 
this  town,  (in  December  1784)  "and  have  been  in 
general  well  regulated  and  fuccefsful.  One  circum- 
ftance  attended  to  in  the  management  of  the  boys* 
fchool  appears  worthy  of  imitation  ;  viz.  that  thofe 
who  have  behaved  well  in  this  are  ufually  cbofen  to 
fill  up  the  vacancies,  as  they  fall  out,  in  the  regular 
charity-fchool  fupported  by  the  fame  fociety. 

The  people  denominated  Metbodijis^  in  Newcaftle, 
who  are  laudably  adive  in  whatever  conceins  the 
interefts  of  religion  and  of  morals,  employ  zeal  and 
afliduity  in  inftrufting  their  very  numerous  Sunday 
fchool. 

PRIVATE  SCHOOLS. 

In  a  large  commercial  town,  fuch  as  Newcaftle, 
where  trade  is  carried  on  to  a  vaft  extent,  not  only 
at  home,  but  with  foreign  countries,  a  knowledge  of 
accompts  is  altogether  neceflury,  in  order  to  tranfaft 
bufinefs  with  certainty  and  promptitude ;  and  as 
capital  to  a  large  amount  is  in  continual  circulation 
in  Newcaftle,  what  interefts  debtor  and  creditor 
ought  to  be  well  known.  It  is,  therefore,  but  doing 
juftice  to  that  ufeful  clafs  of  men  (fchool-mafters)  to 
fay,  that  the  town  is  well  provided  with  able  and 
diligent  teachers,  in  the  vdrious  branches  of  litera^ 
ture  and  fcience  ;  viz. 

RcT.  W.  Tilrner      .  .     .  -    Barras-bridgc. 

Rev.  E.  Prowitt  .         .  Pilgtira-ftreet, 

Mr.  Dryfdale         -  .    •    -  -    Trmity-houfc. 

Mr.  Somcrville  -          .  Prlgrim-ftrect. 

Mr.  Kay            .  -          .  Pngrlm-ftrcct. 
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'Mr.  Maule 

Mr.  Thompfoa 

Mr.  Brown 

Mt.  Murray 

Mr.  Clzxi^e 

Mr.  Tinwcll 

Mr.  Richardfon 

Mr.  Afkcw 

Mr.  Falconar 

Mr.'G-  Richardfon 

Mr.  Nkholfon 

Mr.  Kerr 

Meflrs.  Brown  and  Co. 

Mr.  Robfon  (Catholic  Chapel) 

Mr.  Charlton 

Mr.  Crawford 

The  firft  two  are  boarding 
other  fchools  of  lefs  note. 


Wcftgatc-ftrcet. 

Pilgrim-ftreet. 

Bigg«market. 

.I>enton*chare. 

Highfbridgei 

Rofemary-lane. 

St.  Nicholai'  Chorch-yard. 

Spital. 

Rofemary-kne. 

High  Friari^bcet. 

Forth  UouTe. 

Wcftgatc-ftrcct. 

St.  Ann's.  New  Road. 

Pilgrim-ftreet. 

Caftle^garth. 

Sally-port  Meetnoig-faoiife. 

fchools :   there  ^ate  alCb 


DANCING-MASTERS. 


Mr.  Banks 
'Mr.  Kinloch 
Mr.  Mackintoih 


High-bridge. 
Btgg-xiarfeet. 
Nungate. 


SCHOOL-MISTRESSES. 

To  form  the  manners,  to  inftrud  and  acconfipliih 
the  fofter  fex  in  the  ufeful  and  ornamental  branches 
of  education,  requires  a  large  (hare  of  acquaintance 
with  the  human  heart,  and  no  lefs  ikill  and  addreis. 

There  are  feveral  fchool-miftrefies  in  Newcaftle, 
Vfho  all  excel  in  their  profeilion.  The  ladies  who 
make  the  mod  confpicuous  6gure  are  the  follow- 
ing; viz. 


Mrs.  Wafon 
Mrs.  Smith 
Mrs.  Waters 
Mifs  Kitteridge 
Mrs.  Batexnan 


SaTille-row. 

Weftgate-ftreet. 

Pilgrim-ftreet. 

Pilgrim*ftreet. 

Pilgrim-ftreet. 


KCfs 
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MifiBoimcl        ...  Pilgrim-ftrect. 

Vru  Hjmcn       -        -        .  Darn-crook. 

Mrs.  Taylor         ...  Newgaie^lwefc 

MifsHogg      ....  Newgate-Ilreec 

MifsYelloley        -        -        -  Newgate-ftrtet. 

Mrs.  Skmner        ...  Newgate-ftreet, 

Mrs.Dikus         -  -        .  Pagrim-ftrcet 

Miis  Richardfon      •       -      .  Clofe. 

MiisNeale         ...  Silrer-ftrcec 

MefUms.  Dooaldfoa  and  Co.  Dean-ftreet. 

The  firft  fiat  are  boarding-fchools^  which,  with 
the  others,  are  all  well  patronized;  Their  boarders: 
afld  pupils  are  taught,  with  affiduity  and  fuccels, 
the  vacious  branches  of  education.  And  although, 
the  young  ladies  are  indulged  foraetimes  in  attend- 
ing falhionable  amufements.  yet  their  goveroefles 
accompany  them,  on  thefc  occafions,  with  indulgence 
indeed,  but  alfo  with  circumfpedion.  It  is  certainly 
impoflible  to  employ  too  much  attention  in  forming 
the  female  mind ;  as  future  domeftic  felicity  depends. 
Tcry  frequently  on  the  early  impreflions  received  at 
boarding  and  other  fchools. 

The  principal  feminaries  for  young  ladies  are  at- 
tended by  writmg,  dancing,  and  drawing-maftera,  aU 
eounent  in  their  profeifions. 
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PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 


LITERARY  and  PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY, 
.    Li  the  Old  AJfemily "Room's,  Groat-Market. 

The  numerous  focieties  for  the  promotion  of  litera- 
ture and  philofophy  which  have  been  formed  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Europe  in  the  courfe  of  the  two  lad 
centuries,  have  not  only  been  the  means  of  difiufing 
knowledge  more  extcnlively,  but  have  contributed 
to  produce  a  greater  number  of  important  difcoveries 
than  have  been  effeded  in  any  other  equal  fpace  of 
time.  The  progrefs  that  has  been  made  in  phyfics 
and  the  belles  lettrcs,  owes  its  rapidity,  if  not  its  ori- 
gin, to  the  encouragement  which  thefe  focieties  have 
given  to  fuch  purfuits,  and  to  the  emulation  which 
has  been  excited  between  different  academical  bodies, 
as  well  as  among  the  individual  members  of  fuch  in- 
flitutions.  The  colleding  and  publifhing  the  more 
important  communications  which  have  been  delivered 
to  them,  have  faved  from  oblivion  many  very  valua- 
ble difcoveries  or  improvements  in  the  arts,  and  much 
ufeful  information  in  the  various  branches  of  fcience. 

It  is  obvious  thatNewcaftle  is  afituation  peculiarly 
well  adapted  for  a  literary  inftitution,  not  only  as  it 
poifefTes  extraordinary  advantages  for  the  cultivation 
of  mineral  knowledge,  in  the  inveftiga^tion  of  its  two 
great  natural  exports,  coal  and  lead,  with  their  va- 
rious accompanying  ilrata  and  matrices,  offering  fo 
wide  a  field  for  the  application  of  mechanical  inven- 
tions 
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tions  to  the  working  of  the  mines  and  the  conveyance 
of  their  produds ;  but  alfo  as  it  affords  peculiar  ad-* 
vantages  for  chemical  inveftigation,  for  the  eftablifli*. 
nient  and  improvement  of  the  various  manufadlares 
and  arts  which  depend  upon  the  plenty  and  cheap- 
nefs  of  fuel,  and  the  facility  of  receiving  and  tran& 
mitting  their  feveral  materials  and  produfts,  by  an  ex- 
tenfive  commercial  intercourfe ;  and  confequently  as 
this  very  intercourfe  furniflies  the  curious  enquirer 
with  the  opportunity  of  carrying  on  an  extcnfive 
literary  correlpondence,  and  of  collcAing  from  every 
country  its  important  or  inrerefting  produdions  The 
ample  field,  too,  which  is  here  ftill  open  to  the  re- 
fearches  of  the  antiquary  and  hi(loria:i,  mull  be  ob- 
vious to  every  reader  of  the  former  part  of  this  work. 
Thefe,  and  other  circumftances  having  been:  ftated 
at  confiderable  length,  in  a  paper  printed  and  circu- 
lated in  December,  1792,  under  the  title  of"  Specu- 
lations on  a  Literary  Society,*'  a  meeting  was  held 
at  the  AflTcmbly  Rooms,  January  24,  1793  ;  where  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the 
formation  gnd  government  of  fuch  a  fociety  :  which 
being  prefented  to  a  more  general  meeting,  at  the 
Dtfpenfary,  February  7,  (the  Rev.  Edward  Moifes, 
M.  A.  in  the  chair)  was  unanimoufly  approved ;  and 
John  Widdrington,  £lq.  was  elefted  the  firft  prefi- 
dent. 

.  The  fociety  continued  to  meet  in  the  Governors'- 
Hall  of  the  Difpenlary,  till  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
Moifes*  propofal  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a  general 
library  ;  when  it  became  neceffary  to  engage  apart- 
ments for  their  exclufive  ufe.  Thefe  were  at  firft 
taken  in  St.  Nicholas'  church-vard  ;  but  the  Old 
Aflcmbly-rooms  in  the  Groat-markct  falling  vacant, 

O  o  the 
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the  fociety  removed  thither  in  1798  ;  and  are  likely 
to,  continue  in  apartments  which  afford  them  fucb 
fuitable  and  convenient  accommodation. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Widdrington,  in  1798,  Sir 
J,  E.  Swinburne,  bart.  was  clefted  prefident,  who 
continues  to  fill  that  office  with  great  advantage  to 
the  fociety. 

This  fociety  is  compofed  of  the  following  clafles, 
VIZ.  I,  Ordinary  members,  who  fubfcribe  one  guinea 
annually  ;  to  whom  is  confined  the  whole  manage- 
ment of  the  bufinefs  of  the  fociety,  and  the  eleftion 
of  officers  and  members.  2.  Honorary  members, 
who  refide  at  a  diftance,  and  correfpond  with  the  fo- 
ciety, but  are  not  liable  to  any  expence.  3.  Hono- 
rary members,  with  the  privileges  of  ordinary  ones. 
Only  four  of  this  defcription  are  allowed  at  one  time^ 
The  intention  of  the  fociety  in  inftituting  this  clafs 
was  for  the  laudable  purpofe  of  encouraging  the  exer- 
tions of  deferring  perfons  who  difcover  a  tafte  for 
literature,  but  whofe  circumftances  render  it  incon. 
venient  to  incur  the  expence  of  the  ordinary  contri* 
bulion.  Of  this  laft  clafs  there  are  at  prefent  three 
members:  of  the  firft  clafs,  about  three  hundred; 
ofthefecond,  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  eighty. 
— To  this  number  another  new  clafs  was  inftituted, 
in  the  year  1799,  under  the  denomination  of  reading 
members,  who  do  not  attend  the  meetings  of  the  fo- 
ciety, but  have  the  ufe  of  the  library ;  to  which  clafs 
ladies  are  eligible. 

The  fociety  is  governed  by  a  prefident,  four  vice- 
p»-efidents,  two  fecretaries,  and  a  committee  of  eight; 
all  chofen  annually  out  of  the  clafs  of  ordinary  mem- 
bers. To  thefe  are  entruftedthe  expenditure  of  the 
funds,  the  ordering  of  books,  and  the  domeftic  eco- 
nomy of  the  inftitution.  •  The 
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The  general  meetings  of  the  fociety  are  held  in  the 
evening  of  the  firft  Tuefday  of  every  month.  The. 
fubjecls  for  their  converlation  and  inveftigation  com- 
prehend the  mathematics,  natural  philofophy  and 
hiftory,  chemiftry,  polite  literature,  antiquities,  civil 
hiftory,  biography,  queftions  of  general  law  and  policy, 
commerce,  and  the  arts ;  but  religion,  the  pradlical 
branches  of  law  and  phyfic,  Britifli  politics,  and  in- 
deed all  politics  of  the  day,  arc  fubjefts  xliredly  pro- 
hibited by  a  very  ftrong  claufe  in  their  regulatioiis. 

A  large  and  valuable  library  is  already  collected, 
and  the  funds  for  increafing  it  are  fo  confideruble, 
that  it  may  be  expe<fted,  in  a  fevv  years,  to  compre*' 
hend  every  work  of  importance  on  the  various  fub- 
jefts  which  come  within  the  plan  of  the  fociety. — ,- 
Amongft  the  books  lately  added  to  the  library  is  tbatf 
learned  and  extenfive  work,  the  Encyclopedic  M^J 
thodique,  now  publifliing  in  Paris,  238  volumes  of 
which  arc  juft  finiflied.  Befidcs  the  ordinary  funds 
for  the  purchafe  of  books,  many  interelling  works 
havC'been  prefented  to  the  fociety.  The  magazines, 
reviews,  and  moft  periodical  publications  of  merit,  lie 
on  the  reading  table,  for  the  ufe  of  the  members  who 
daily  refort  thither.  The  librarian  attends  fix  hours 
every  day,  (Sunday  excepted)  viz.  from  twelve  till 
three  oViock  in  the  afternoon,  and  again  from  fix  to 
nine  in  the  evening. 

The  cabinet  of  the  fociety  contains  many  curioli- 
ties,  both  of  nature  and  art,  from  difterent  quarters 
of  the  globe  ;  to  particularize  which  would  greatly 

fxceed  our  limits ;  fufficice  it  to  mention  a  few. 

A  rich  variety  of  foflil  and  mineral  produdions,  with 
a  curious  coUedioh  of  gold,  lilver,  quick filver,  and' 
lead  ores  and  fpars.     A  fedion  of  the  ftrata  of  the 
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low  main  coal  of  St.  Anthony's  colliery,  which  is  13*; 
fathoms  and  one  quarter  in  depth  ;  and  a  feclion  of 
the  ftrata  fouth  of  the  main  dike  in  Montagu  main 
colliery  ;  with  fpecimens  of  each,  methodically  ar- 
ranged  :  alfo  fedions  of  ftrata  in  Denton  and  Pontop 
Pike  collieries,  with  fpecimens.  A  large  coUedioa 
of  fpecimens  of  the  feveral  hard  and  foft  coals  in  the 
counties  of  Nottingham  and  Derby,  and  of  the  ftrata 
accompanying  them.  Alio  a  fedion  of  ftrata  met 
with  in  working  the  lead  mines  of  Alfton  Moor  and 
Dufton  Fell,  in  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and 
Weftmoreland,  to  the  depth  of  241  fathom  1  foot, 
with  a  large  coUedion  of  fpecimens,  illuftrative  of 
the  produds  of  the  lead-mine  diftrids.  Several  fpe- 
cimens of  cloth  msde  by  the  natives  of  the  South 
Sea  iflands  from  the  bark  of  trees,  with  their  drefles^ 
implements  of  war,  ^c.  A  coUedion  of  coins,  me* 
dais,  &c.  &c. 

.  The  purchafe  of  a  philofophical  and  chemical  ap^ 
paratus^  and  the  coUedion  of  a  cabinet  of  natural 
hiftory,  are  alfo  in  contemplation.  The  complctioa 
of  thefe  objeds  cannot  fail  to  have  the  moft  bene<- 
ficial  effeds  on  the  minds  of  the  riling  generation  ; 
for  whofe  benefit,  in  the  mean  time,  the  fociety  has 
always  (hewn  itfelf  ready  to  forward  any  plans  for 
public  inftrudion,  particularly  by  the  encourage*? 

mcnt  of  ledurers  iq  chemiftry  and  experimental 
philofophy. 

Although,  in  fome  important  refpeds,  this  excel- 
lent inftitution  has  not  had  all  the  fuccefs  which  its 
members  might  reafonably  have  expeded,  particu- 
larly, through  the  multiplied  engagements  of  feveral 
of  the  mofl  eminent  coal-.viewer$  and  others  con- 
cerned in  the  coal-trade,  having  prevented  them  from 
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aSbr(ling  all  the  ailiftance  that  had  been  hoped  for, 
in  executing  a  plan  propofed  in  1795,  for  the  full 
ihveftigation  of  the  natural  hidory  of  this  important 
mineral,  yet  many  valuable  communications  have 
been  received,  from  time  to  time,  on  thefe  fubje<^s  ; 
and  many  other  excellent  papers  have  been  read  at 
the  monthly  nieetings  of  the  focicty,  which  have 
greatly  contributed  to  the  information  and  eutertainp- 
ment  of  its  members ;  and  fome  of  them,  by  fubicL 
quent  publication,  to  the  inftrudlion  of  the  public  at 
large* 

ST.  NICHOLAS'  LIBRARY. 

Daring  the  dark  ages  of  popery,  books  were,  ia 
general,  accounted  ufelefs,  and,  in  fome  cafes,  dan- 
gerous :  for,  whatever  writing  feemed  to  glance  at 
that  ghoftly  power,  the  book  was  put  intoxhe  Index 
expttrgatoriouSi  (a  fort  of  literary  iuquifition)  and  the 
pofleflbr  was  liable  to  be  turned  over  to  the  fecular 
ZTn\.    No  wonder,  then,  that,  for  ages,  men  trem- 
bled to  have  a  book,  efpecially  of  rational  religion, 
in  their  hands.     But,  when  the  great  Ruler  of  all 
events  employed  the  fierce,  imperious  paffions  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  to  combat  the  fpiritual  tyr mny  of  Rotne, 
in  his  dominions,  who,  by  publifliing  an  edition  of 
tlie  facred  fcriptures  in  Englilh,  gave  a  deadly  blow 
to  that  ghoftly  power  in  this  country.     And  fo  eager 
were  all  claflesof  men  to  perufe  this  invaluable  tiea- 
fure,  that  the  clergy,  aided  by  the  magiftnites,  were 
obliged  to  have  bibles  chained  to  the  choirs,  where 
the  parilbioners  might  come  and  read  them,     Tht5?, 
it  is  well  known,  conftitutctd  the  ancient  libraries  of 
our  churches.     Such  a  colledliou,  efpecially  of  devo- 
tional books,  have  originally,  without  doubt,  been  in 

St. 


■^94  Jinpartiai  Ipffiotp  of 


i.l  FtW     »HL 


.St.  Nicholas'  church ;  but  at  what  time  they  were 
firft  fhut  up  in  feparate  private  apartments,  is  not 
handed  down.  There  feems^  however,  to  be  a  kind 
of  indired  proof,  by  St.  Nicholas'  rcgiftcr,  that,  as 
early  as  1598,  a  perfon  occurs  as  being  buried  **  be- 
fore the  library  door  *' 

An  enlightened  alderman  of  Newcaftle,  Mr.  John 
Cofins,  draper,  bequeathed,  in  the  year  i66f,  one 
hundred  volumes  (lixty  folios  and  forty  quartos)  to 
St.  Nicholas'  church  library.  A.  D.  1677,  the  com- 
mon^council  ordered  three  pounds  per  annum,  as  a 
falary  to  a  librarian  to  fuperintend  this  library,  in  its 
infant  ftate. 

But  this  trifling  coUedion  fcarcely  defervedthe 
dignified  name  of  a  library,  till  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tom- 
linfon,  redor  of  Whickham,  left  by  will  a  truly  no- 
ble colledion  of  moft  valuable  books,  handfomely 
bound,  and  of  the  bed  editions.  This  ineflioaable 
literary  treafure,  worthy  of  a  prince,  was  bequeathed 
by  the  reverend  and  generous  donor  to  the  people  of 
Newcaftle  for  ever,  with  the  laudable  defign  of  dif- 
fufing  knowledge  among  the  numerous  inhabitants 
of  this  rifing  mart  of  commerce  and  trade.  That 
the  bequeft  might  not  be  mifapplied,  a  librarian  was 
appointed,  as  we  Ihall  fee,  with  a  fixed  falary  of 
twenty-five  pounds  per  annum.  A  rent-charge  of 
five  pounds  yearly  was  alfo  purchafed  by  the  worthy 
divine,  for  the  purpofe  of  encreafing  this  valuable 
colledion  with  the  moft  ufeful  works. 

The  books  of  the  old  library  are  kept  in  a  feparate 
large  room  below  that  which  contains  Dr.  Tomlin- 
fon*s  colledion. — Brand. 

We  will  take  this  opportunity,  therefore,  of  per- 
forming our  promife  at  page  84 ;  and^  in  addition, 

give 
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give  a  copy  of  the  letters,  and  a  detail  of  the  endea- 
vours which  have  been  ufed  to  gain  for  the  public  a 
rc-cnjoyment  of  their  privileges.  They  are  commu- 
nicated to  us  by  a  friend  of  uncontrouled  enquiry. 
Few  comments  will  be  neceffary  :  the  fafts  are  pal- 
pable ;  and  he  only  waits  an  opportunity  to  prove 
their  truth !  for  repetition,  as  in  this  cafe  it  would  be 
impoffible  to  avoid,  fo  is  it  unncceflary  to  apologize. 
It  is  a  welkknown  faft,  that  by  viewing  the  fame 
objeft  through  diflferent  media  we  more  juftly  eftv- 
roate  its  confequence. 

CODICIL, 

WHEREAS  I,  the  Rev.  Robert  Tomlinfon,  doaor  of  di- 
Tinity,  have  made  and  duly  executed  my  laft  will  and  teftament 
in  writing,  bearing  date  the  i8th  day  of  this  inftant  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  174.5  :  Now,  I  hereby  ratify  and  con- 
firm the  fame.  And  whereas  my  worthy  and  generous  friend, 
Walter  Blackett,  of  Wallington,  in  the  county  of  Northumber- 
land,  efq.  hadi,  at  his  own  expence,  built  over  the  vcftry  of  the 
church  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  a  handfome 
fabrick,  confiding  of  two  ftories,  for  the  reception  of  my  books 
and  thofe  of  other  benefa^ors,  and  has  endowed  the  fame  with 
a  rent-charge  of  twenty.five  pounds  a  year,  to  be  paid  to  a  li- 
brary-keeper, to  be  named  and  appointed  in  fuch  manner  as  I 
ihall,  by  any  deed  or  will  attefted  by  two  or  more  credible  wit- 
neffcs,  dirc<a  and  appoint :  And  whereas  1  have,  by  an  irtftru- 
mcnt  under  my  hand  and  feal,  duly  appointed  the  Rev.  Natha^ 
Bid  Clayton,  bachelor  of  dirinity,  to  be  the  firft  librarian,  on 
fuch  conditions  as  therein  mentioned :  And  whereas  I  have  put 
into  the  (aid  fabrick  or  library  above  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
kooks ;  and,  for  the  increafe  of  the  faid  library,  have  purchafed 
of  the  (aid  Walter  Blackcct  a  rent^herge  of  Bvq  pounds  a  year, 
to  be  a  perpetual  fund  to  fupply  tlie  faid  library  with  books. 
Now,  I  hereby  give  and  devife  unto  the  faid  Walter  Blackett, 
and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Sharp,  io^or  in  divinity,  and  archdeacou 
of  Northumberland,  all  the  books  which  I  Jiavc  already  put  into 
^c  iaid  library  aforefaid ;  and  alfo  all  tlie  rcfiduc  and  remainder 
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of  my  books,  except  duplicates  of  Englifli  books,  ia  truft,  to  be 
pLiced  in  the  library  aforefaid,  for  fuch  nfes,  intents,  and  pur- 
pofcs,  as  are  mentioned  and  exprcfTed  in  the  orders  and  ftatntes 
bf  the  fkid  library,  made,  appointed,  and  fubfcribed  by  the  fatd 
Walter  Blackett  and  i^ :  And  alfo  I  give  and  devife  unto  them 
my  faid  tniftees  as  many  of  the  twent)'-four  prefles  in  my  fludy 
at  Whic^kham  as  can  be  placed  in  the  upper  and  lower  library, 
in  truft,  to  be  placed  therein ;  and  according  to  the  power  and 
authority  to  me  given  as  aforefaid,  1  hereby  dircA  and  appoint 
that  each  librarian,  or  keeper  of  the  library  aforefaid,  after  my 
death,  (ball  from  time  to  time  be  eleded,  nominated,  and  ap* 
pointed,  and  alfo  removed  and  difplaced,  by  fuch  perfen  and 
perfons,  and  in  fuch  manner  as  is  hereinafter  mentioned ;  that  is 
to  fay,  that  the  faid  Walter  Blackett,  for  and  during  his  natural 
life,   (ball  from  time   to   time   have  the  fole  nomination   and 
appointment    df  the  library-keeper  or  librarian  of  the  library 
aforefaid ;  and  alfo  full  power  and  authority,  for  joft  caufe,  to 
remove  and  difplace  the  preient  or  any  other  librarian,  and  eleA^ 
nominate,  and  appoint  another  in  the  room  and  place  and  Aead 
of  him  who  Ihall  be  fo  removed.  And  after  the  deatli  of  the  fiud 
Walter  Blackett,  that  the  heirs  male  of  the  body  of  the  (aid  Wal* 
ter  Blackett  ihall  from  time  to  time  have  the  like  power  of  elec- 
tion, nomination,  and  appointment  of  fuch  library-keeper,  and 
alfo  the  like  power,  for  rcafonable  caufe,  to  remove  and  diff^ce 
the  fkme»  and  to  eleA  and  appoint  others  in  the  room  of  fuch 
who  fliall  be  fo  difplaced.     And  I  hereby  dired  and  appoint 
further,  that  failing  the  faid  Walter  Blackett  and  the  heirs  male 
of  his  body,  then  the  mayor  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  afbrefiiid 
for  the  time  being,  the  archdeacon  of  Northumberiand  fer  the 
lime  being,  the  vicar  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  for  the  time  being, 
and  the  ledum  of  Saint  Nicholas'  church  aforefaid  for  the  time 
being,  or  the  majority  of  them,  fhall  from  time  to  time  have  the 
eiedton,  nomination,  and  appointment  of  fuch  library-keeper; 
and  alfo  (hall  have  the  power,  for  juft  caufe,  to  remove  and  dif* 
place  the  fame,  and  eledl,  nominate,  and  appoint  others  in  the 
room  and  place  of  thofe  who  ihall  be  fo  removed.     And  if  at 
any  time  the  four  truftees  ihould  be  equally  divided,  then  the 
mayor  of  Newcaflle  to  have  the  cafting  vote.     And  my  mind 
and  will  further  is,  and  i  hereby  dired  and  appoint,  ^at  after 
the  death  or  removal  of  any  librarian,  another  librarian  fliaB 
within  twenty  days  be  chofcn  from  and  amongft  the  then  licenfed 
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.^unites  of  the  church/c;  of  St«  Nicholas^  All*Saintt,  Sc  John% 
and  St-  Ancb-ew'st  in  Ne^f  c»(lLe  upon  Tyne  aforefaid,  preferefH^ 
being  |riven  to  thofe  of  St.  Nicholas.;  And  in  default  of  making 
(wA  ^U^'ion<3f  a  librarian  within  twenty  days  in  manner  afore- 
futd,  tliea  my  will  i^,  tkajt  the  reflor  of  Wlnckham  for  the  tuHns 
b^iog,  the  re<5lor  of  Rjcoh  for  the  tinae  being,  aji4  the  reftOr  of 
Gaceihead  lor  the  tjoie  being*  or  the  majority  of  them,  (hall 
have  pnwer  to  eled»  nc^i^ate.  and  appoint  fuch  library- keeper 
for  that  turn  only ;  and  afterwards  each  librarian  or  library- 
keeper  of  tlie  faid  library  (h^U  from  time  to  time  be  .ele^t^d,  no- 
minated, and  appointed,  and  alfo  removed  an4  difphu^ed  by  fiich 
other  perfon  or  perfons,  and  in  fuch  manner,  as  herein  before 
mentioned,  and  not  by- the  faid  redors  ofWhickham,  Ryton,  anci 
Gatefhead ;  it  being  my  mind  and  will  that  the  fatd  re^ors  fhall 
not  have  the  ele^ion,  nomination,  and  appointmelit  of  the  li- 
brary-keeper at  any  time  other  than  when  default  of  making 
elodion  of  9  librarian  within  twenty  days  (hall  happen  ;  and  that 
then  the  faid  re^ors  AaU  hate  the  eledion  for  that  turn  only» 
and  Ihall  have  no  power  to  eled  afterwards  until  Uie  like  default 
(ball  happen  ^gain.  And.  my  mind  and  will  is,  that  each  libra- 
tian  fhaU  give  fuch  fecurity,  and  be  fubjed  to  fuch  rules,  order^ 
and  regulations,  as  are  already  made  and  ordained,  or  (hall 
hereafter  be  made  or  ordained  for  that  purpofe  by  the  faid  Wid- 
ter  Blackett  and  me.  And  it  is  my  mind  and  will  that  the  faid 
Waher  Blackettt  during  his  life,  and  the  archdeacon  of  North- 
umberland for  the  time  being,  (hall  be  vifitors  jointly  of  the  faid 
hooks  I  and  thtr  the  faid  Walter  Blackett's  death,  that  the  heirs 
male  of  his  body,  together  with  the  archdeacon  of  Northumbcr- 
^d  for  the  time  being,  (haU  be  vidtors ;  and  failing  the  faid 
Walter  Blackett  and  his  heirs  male,  that  the  mayor  of  Newcaftle 
afbreilrid  for  the  time  being,  and  the  archdeacon  of  Northum- 
b^tfand  aforefaid  for  the  time  being,  jointly,  (hall  be  vifitors  fin- 
erer.  And  I  do  hereby  dedart,  dircA,  and  appoint  that  the 
bu(lne(l  of  the  faid  vi(itors  (hall  l)e  to  viRt  the  faid  books  once  a 
year  at  kad,  and  to  examine-  the  catalogue  of  books,  and  fee 
that  all  tile  books  are  there,  and  to  corre^  and  re^tfy  all  abufes^ 
and  to  hear  and  determine  all  complaints,  and  to  puni(h  the 
bfcabk  of  the  faid  rules,  orders,  and  (latutes.  And  my  will  is, 
that  the  time  and  manner  of  vifiting  be  according  to  the  (latute$ 
9t  roles  aforefaid.  And  it  it  my  mkkd-  and  will,  that  this  be 
»od  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  codtcit  to  and  a  part  or  parcel 
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^{  my  fitid  laft  wiH  and  teftamenL  In  witnefs  ^ereof^  I  have 
tiereunto  fet  my  hand  and  feal,  this  20th  day  of  NoTember,  tm 
^ihe  year  of  our  Lord  1745. 

R.  TOMUNSON,  (L.S.) 

Signedt  feakd,  pnblifhedy  and  declared  by 
the  above  named  Dr.  Robert  Tomlinfon, 
as  and  for  a  codicil  to  his  IsTft  will  atad 
toftament,  in  the  prefetice  of  ns,  who  at 
his  requefty  and  in  his  prefence,  and  alfo 
m  the  prefence  of  each  other,  have  fet 
our  names  ai  wttnefles. 

ROBERT  CHAMBERS. 
COTHBERT  TAYLOR. 
(?£ORO£  DOPS. 

The  above  is  the  firft  codicil  to  Dr.  Tomlinron's 

will,  on  which  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  refta. 

How  they  came  to  lofe  their  privileges  will  be  feen 
by  the  following  letters  that  pafled  on  the  fubje<5l, 
feveral  of  which  have  never  before  been  made  pub* 
.  lie. 

• 

Rer.  Da.— I  have  often  thought  of  writing  to  70a  relatire  t* 
^Dr.  I'omlinfon's  libniry,  at  St.  Nicholas'  churcht  which  1  doubt 
not  you  know  yery  well  has  been  Htnt  up  for  many  yean ;  and 
by  a  hint  I  got  lad  week,  I  have  reafon  to  belieye  manj  of  the 
books  are  much  injured  by  damp.  I  did  not  know  tiU  Teiy 
lately,  that  you  as  archdcacony  Mr.  I^uihington  as  viear  of  New- 
cadle,  and  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  were  the  three  tmftees 
of  the  library.  Mr.  Alderman  Hornby  told  me  laft  Satnrdaj, 
that  he  had  in  bis  pofieffion  the  minutes  of  a  vifitation  of  the  K* 
brary»  when  his  late  brother,  Mr.  Clayton*  was  librarian*  held  bj 
the  late  vicar,  Mr.  Turner,  M.r.  Featherftonhaugh,  and  hbr. 
Dockwray*  to  examine  that  all  the  books  were  there  agreeing 
with  the  catalogue*  and  that  only  two  were  fodnd  wantingy 
one  of  which*  by  a  memorandum  at  the  bottom*  was  found  mii^ 
placed,  and  the  other  Mr.  Clayton  recoUeAed  he  had  lent  to  cob 
of  the  clergy*  and  got  it  again*  Mr.  Hornby  aUo  told  me  be  had 
m  copy  of  the  codicil  to  my  late  friend  Dr.  Tomlinfon's  wil}» 
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wherein  an  annual  vifitation  by  fome  of  the  truftees  is  direAed.  I 
hope  yon  will  therefore  apply  to  the  Vicar  and  Mr.  Mayor  for 
their  concurrence!  and  not  let  fo  valuable  a  coUedlion  of  booKs 
any  longer  remain  ufelefs  to  the  publiCi  and  liable  to  be  entirely 
fpoiled.  You  may  perhaps  wonder  at  my  taking  fo  much 
notice  of  ttii%  matter,  but  I  received  fo  many  marks  of  real  friend* 
fhipfrom  Dr.  TomUnfon,  when  an  apprentice  to  Mr.  Bryfon>  that 
I  fhall  always  revere  his  memory  ;  and  Sir  Walter  Black ett  wa^ 
alfbavery  good  friend  to  me.  I  cannot,  therefore,  help  thinking 
that  the  long  negledt  of  this  library  is  fhewing  very  little  regard  to 
the  memory  of  the  donor  of  the  books  and  builder  of  the  library. 
I  remember  often  going  when  an  apprentice  with  books  Mr* 
Clayton  had  ordered  for  the  library,  as  he  always  took  care  to  ]ay 
out  the  five  pounds  left  by  Dr.  Tomlinfon  lo  purchafe  new  books 
.  and  complete  fets,  and  often  found  five  or  fix  clergy  and  gentle* 
men  with  him  reading  at  different  deiks  $  and  I  make  no  doubt, 
if  the  library  was  again  opened,  that  many  not  only  of  the  clergy, 
but  alfo  gentlemen,  would  fpend  their  leafure  hours  there.  I  hope 
you  will  ezcufe  the  freedom  I  have  taken^*-And  am.  Rev.  Dr. 

your  obliged  humble  fervant, 

W.  CPARNLEY. 
Newcdfiky  Mny  X2j  1788. 

The  forgoing  .letter  not  being  noticed  in  that  gen* 
tieman-like  manner  Mr.  GharnJey  had  every  reafon 
to  exped,  he  addrefled  the  following  to  the  Right 
Rev.  the  Lord  Bilhop  of  Durham,  Auckland  Callle. 

Mr  Lord. — Sometime  fince  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Dr.  Sharp, 
irchdekcon  of  Northumberland,  relative  to  my  worthy  friend 
Dr.  Tomltnfon's  library  at  St.  Nicholas'  church,  of  which  your 
lord&ip  has  a  copy  below.  1  fhould  not  have  thought  of  trou- 
bling your  lordftiip  with  this,  if  Dr.  Sharp,  with  whom  I  have 
been  long  acquainted,  had  given  me  any  anfwer ;  but  as  he  has  not 
I  would  be  much  obliged  to  your  lordfhtp,  if,  when  you  are  in  ^ 
the  vcftry  either  before  or  after  your  vifitation,  you  would  dcfire 
Mr.  EUUbn,  the  keeper  of  the  library«  to  (hew  it  to  yonr  lordship* 
Hie  books  are  in  a  large  rooin  above  the  vedry.  I  beg  leave  19 
affnre  your  lordfhip  that  I  have  no  interefted  view  in  wiQiing  to 
l^Tt  the  library  again  opened  for  the  ufe  of  the  public  ;  it  pro- 
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'  ceeds  entirely-  from  a  principle  of  gratitude  to  the  generous  donor» 
who  in  my  youth  took  as  much  notice  of  me  as  if  I  had  been  h\$ 
own  child.  1  fLould  not  have  taken  the  liberty  of  addreiCn^ 
your  lordfhip  in  a  matter  which  does  not  properly  come  uQde,r 
your  cognizance,  if  1  had  not  tuice  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
the  queries  you  have  put  to  your  clergy,  which  convinces  mc 
that  you  are  determined  to  do  all  the  good  you  can  in'' that  ele- 
vated ftation  ia  which  Providence  has  been  pleafed  to  place 
you.— I  am,  my  lord,  your  lordfliip's 

mod  obedient  humble  fervanti 
Newe^k,  Julj  3,  1788.  W.  CHARNLEY. 

P.  S.  Your  lordfliip  wiU  defire  Mr.  Ellifon,  die  keeper,  to  flicW 
you  the  library,  and  point  out  to  you  the  books  he  has  purchafcd 
for  the  lad  twenty  yeai^  with  the  five  prnmds  he  receives  annually 
with  his  fnlary  for  that  purpofe.  There  is  another  old  library  tn 
the  room  below  Dr.  Tomlinfon*s,  which  Mr.  EUifoii  has  alio  the 
charge  of  |  his  falary  for  both  is  twenty-five  pounds  per  annam. 

The  following  letters,  relative  to  this  fubjeft,  are 
copied  from  the  Newcaftle  Advcrtifer. 

To  the  Trufiees  of  Dr.  Tomlm/on'j  Library. 

DO  you  believe,  when  Dr.  Tomlinfon  left  his  books,  and  6ve 
pounds  a  year  for  ever,  to  purchafe  more  ;  aiyl  when  Sir  Walter 
Blackett,  bart.  built  the  library,  and  fettled  twenty  pounds  a  year 
for  ever  on  the  librarian,  that' they  intended  the  library  for  die 

ufe  of  the  public,  j>r  merely  as  a  finecure  to  the  librarian  ? If 

you  believe  the  former,  what  good  reafon  can  you  aflign  to  the 
public  for  fuffering  the  prefent  librarian  totally  to  negled  his  duty 
for  twenty  years  paft^  and  not  purchafmg  any  books  during;  that 
time  with  the  five  pounds  he  has  aimi^ally  received  ? 

A^  16,  1789.  I  am,  yours,  &c,         LECTOR,. 

IT  is  generally  acknowledged  that  a  newfpaper,  properly 
conducted,  is  of  great  utility;  for,  if  the  conduct  of  individualt 
could  not  be  animadverted  upon,  and  expofed  to  public;  cenfurc^ 
or  public  approbation,  the  overbearing  would  tyrannize  ovet 
his  neighbours  ;  and  the  virtuous  would  neitlier  be  applauded  nor 
Imitated.  But  every  convenience  has  its  correfpondcnt  inconvc- 
aience ;  and  the  greatefl  blefllngs,  by  an  improper  ufe^  may  pror 
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tact  the  ^atcft  mifcry.  The  diara^cr  of  the  virtuous  mzj  ht 
mtfreprefented,  fuiptckm  itiay  fagp^eft  crimes  that  only  exid  in  its 
jaundiced  mind,  and  malevolence  may  blaft  the  fair  fame  of  thi6 
moft  virtliOiis  pdrfon ;  and  there  is  no  vehicle  fo  propet  for  the 
iccoropliihing  fuch  injurious  purpofes  as  a  newfpapcr.  The 
conduAor  of  a  newfpapcr  fhould  therefore  be  very  cautious  in 
tdtoiitting  paragraphs  which  rcfledl  upon  the  charafier  of  indivi- 
^als )  and  he  ihould  always  give  the  accused  an  opportunity  of 
defending  themfclves  from  the  attacks  of  the  ignorant  or  de(ign« 
ing :  for  though  fnnocence  may  fatisfy  the  guiltlefs  mind,  who 
may  difregard  an  accufation,  yet  filence  is  no  proof  of  innocence, 
becaufe  the  mpft  atrocious  need  not  reply  to  an  anonymous  ac- 
cufation. 

The  preceding  fentiments  occurred  to  me  on  reading  the  queries 
in  your  entertaining  paper  of  lall  Saturday.  Admitting  them  to 
be  true,  they  are  unanfwerahle,  or  rather  anfwer  themfelves.  But 
is  it  poffible  that  men  of  a  liberal  education,  and  in  fituations  fu» 
pertor  to  the  vulgar  or  unprincipled,  can  be  fo  regardlefs  of  their 
diatader?  Suppofing  they  may,  are  all  the  parties  concerned 
alike  culpable  ^  1  am  perfuaded  they  are  not.  One  of  theri^ 
ii  only  a  truftee  for  a  year,  when  his  time  is  fufSciently  employed 
in  diftharging  the  duties  of  an  aiduous  and  an  honourable  office* 
Another  refpe^ablc  gentleman,  I  am  informed,  did  not,  a  fe^^ 
weelcs  ago,  know  that  he  was  a  truftee.  Certainly,  Mr,  PrintcXy 
the&  gentlemen  are  neither  culpable  nor  criminal. 

Happy  fliould  I  be  could  I  exculpate  the  prefent  tmftces  and 
the  Ubrarian,  who  have  repeatedly  been  requefted  to  do  their 
duty  ;  the  former  ought  to  know  that  the  books  are  mouldering 
into  dttft,  for  want  of  being  kept  clean,  and  the  room  well  aired  ^ 
the  latter,  I  hope,  is  incapable  of  appropri;iting  the  five  pounds 
per.  annum  to  his  own  ufe,  and  of  neglefHng  to  purchafe  the  Philo^ 
fipHcaJ  7tan/si3MtUf  and  other  works  which  are  annually  pubUfhet^ 
and  were  added  to  the  library  by  his  predecefTors.     Should  he 
continue  to  keep  the  library  locked  up,  and  refufe  to  do  his  duty, 
Ibe  clergy  and  inhabitants  ihould  petition  Sir  J.  Trcvelyan  tp 
withhold  the  falary  i  at  the  fame  time  pledging  themfclves  to  de- 
fray the  exp^nce  of  any  profecution  he  might  commence.     The 
jodge  and  the  jury  who  could  give  him  damages,  would,  by  theit 
irerdid,  {icyt  *'  We  Ate  the  advocates  of  injuAice,  and  the  patrons 
of  ignorance;  it  is  our  opinion,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Newcaflle 
ikould  have  no  knowledge  of  books,  or  of  literary  I'ubjcAs ;  and 
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that  the  petibik  who  accepts  of  an  appointment  vith  a  tihrj  oagbr 
not  to  perform  thofe  duties  for  which  he  receives  an  adequate  re- 
gard." 

j^U  22,  1789.  APOLOGIST. 

UBCTOR,  the  Apologift,  and  more  particularly  70U9  Mr. 
Pinter,  are  intitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  po. 
pnlous  town.  Whether  the  library  will  be  opened,  or  remaim 
inaccefiible^  *you  have  done  your  duty* 

To  Leflor's  fpirited  queries  no  objedion  can  be  made  ^  but 
allow  me  to  fay  that  the  Apologift  appears  to  be  miftakeiit  or  U 
not  fufficiently  informed  in  fome  particulars.  He  fays  one  of  tbe 
truftees  did  not,  a  few  weeks  ago,  know  tha^  he  was  one.  I  ra- 
ther  fuppofe  the  gentleman  alluded  to  is  one  of  the  fecondary 
truftees,  empowered  to  ad  if  thofe  firft  mentioned  refuied  to  do 
their  duty.  There  are  other  refpedable  gcndemen  alfo  ap- 
pointed to  ad  widi  him:  how  far  they  difcharge  their  dutj  t 
prefume  not  to  determine.  That  they  and  the  public  may  know 
the  merits  of  this  bufmefs^  that  part  of  Dr.  Tomlinfon^s  will  re- 
lative to  the  librsiry,  and  the  ftatutest  Ihould  be  publiflied.  This 
intimation,  it  is  prefumed,  will  not  be  diiregarded ;  and  it  is  re* 
quefted  that  fome  gendeman  who  has  a  copy  will  commumcate 
it  to  the  public,  through  the  channel  of  your  refpedable  paper. 

The  advice  of  the  Apologift  is  perhaps  not  the  moft  proper. 
The  late  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  whofe  memory  muft  be  held  in  hig^h 
eftimation,  while  the  many  chariuble  inftitutions  in  this  town  re« 
main,  to  which  he  was  fo  liberal  a  contributor,  coofidering  the 
fluduating  ftate  of  property,  and  that  Wallington  might  not  al* 
ways  belong  to  his  generous  relatives,  has  fo  fecured  the  payment 
of  the  falary,  that  it  cannot  be  withheld,  particularly  from  the 
prefent  librarian,  who  was  appointed  by  hin|(Uf. 

Yet  let  not  the  public  defpond ;  if  the  librarian  keep  the  bool^ 
locked  up ;  if  the  truftees  refufe  to  ad,  the  lord  chancellor  b^> 
comes  the  legal  and  conftitudonal  truftee ;  a  petition  from  tbc 
elergy  and  principal  inhabitants,  ftating  the  fad,  would  mduotf 
him  to  reinftate  them  in  the  ufe  of  the  library.  He  would  alio 
compel  the  perfon  who  retains  the  Bve  pounds  a  year,  (if  Le^or 
is  not  mifiaken,  and  it  has  been  laid  out  in  books)  to  reimborle 
the  money,  and  to  appropriate  it  to  the  purpofes  of  the  generons 
^eftator. 

If  the  books  remain  (hut  up ;  if  the  inhabitants  do  not  pctitiott 
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the  chanccUor,  let  them  not  blame  the  tniftees  ;  let  them  not 
fare  the  librarian ;  they,  and  they  only,  will  be  to  blame :  thar 
exertions  will  (hew,  whether  they  deferre  the  ufe  of  fo  valuable 
a  library  or  not- 
Newcqfite,  May  U  17^9.  MODERATOIL 

THE  unaccountablenefs  of  firnames,  and  their  not  being  ap* 
plicable  or  defcriptiTe  of  the  difpodtion  or  faculties  of  their  pol^ 
fe/Tois,  have  frequently  employed  mj  thoughts,  and  have  made 
the  vacant  hours  pafs  as  agreeably  as  caRle-building,  or  a  game 
at  cards,  and  perhaps  more  ufefuUy.  How  many  JVbUes  do  we 
know,  whofe  complexion  and  condud  are  black  T  How  many 
Slachf  who  are  remarkable  for  beauty  and  Jcur^deaRng  ?  How 
many  StronjSt  who  are  delicate  f  And  how  many  Browne f  who 
are  fair  ?  Eveii  the  perfon,  whofe  name  was  JuJRce^  has  beca 
tranjforted^  or  finifhed  his  career  at  ^t  fatal  tree.  The  Chi  liUaa 
name  (hould  remind  us  of  our  profeflion ;  and  from  the  fimamet 
the  contemplative  mind  will  derive  hints  and  maxims  to  qiyrrtSt 
its  vicious  propenflties,  and  to  promote  its  happinefs,  and  the 
happinefs  of  mankind. 

When  anonymous  writers  voluntarily  endeavonr  to  amnfe  or 
ioftrad  the  public,  their  fignatures  Ihould  at  lead  be  defcriptive 
of  their  peHbns  or  fentiments.  An  eflay  on  urbanity  fhould  aoc 
be  (igned  Vmdex ;  nor  ihould  the  advocate  of  chicanery  call 
iiimfelf  Jupee.  If  chefc  remarks  are  proper,  what  ftall  we  dnnk 
of  the  writer  whofe  lignature  is  Moderator,  in  your  paper  of  the 
?d  inftant  ?  He  fays,  <^  to  Ledor's  fpirited  queries  no  obje^Hoa 
can  be  made.'' 

Is  this  the  language  of  moderoHm  P — Is  it  the  language  cf 
tnitb  f — What,  (hall  the  Querift  charge  a  moft  lefpeftable  charac* 
ter  with  a  breach  of  trufl,  and  ihall  no  objeAion  be  made  to  it  f 
Will  not  every  generous  mind  alike  defpife  the  calumny  and  the 
calumniator  ?  Thofe  who  know  the  refpeftable  gentleman  al- 
luded to,  are  convinced,  that  his  innocence,  and  placid  temper* 
prevent  him  from  juftifying  himfelf.  But  for  fake  of  the  profet 
Aon  to  which  he  is  an  ornament,  it  would  give  his  friends  the 
greateft  pleafure  if  he  wbald  filence  his  calumniators  by  publi/hing, 
in  your  excellent  paper,  a  lift  of  the  new  books  he  has  purchaf^ 
the  laft  twenty  years  for  the  library  of  St.  Nicholas. 

Niveetfik,  M^  B,  1789.  CLERICUS. 
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Mil.  Pi^intir. — It  appears  by  the  uifcription  upon  Dr.  Toi^i- 
linTpn's  meBumentin  Whicl^h^m  church,  tliat  he  left  \l\%  library 
ID  the  corporation  of  Ncwca,ftlc,  for  public  ufe»  What  foDows 
is  copied  from  the  marble : 

^*  He  alfo  bequeathed  hts  library ^  a  large  and  inoft  valuable 
**  colledlion  of  books,  in  all  branches  of  literature,  to  the  corpo- 
^  ration  of  Newcaftle,  for  public  ufe^  with  a  rent-charge  of  Eve 
••  pounds  a  year  for  ever,  as  a  fund  to  buy  new  books.** 

From  this  extraft  any  perfon  would  fuppofc,  that  the  corpora- 
tion, as  a  body,  mud  have  fome  part  of  the  truft  vefted  in  them 
by  the  do^^or's  will ;  and  if  they  have,  they  will  next  week  ha,v« 
a  fine  opporti^iity  of  feeing  the  archdeacon  and  vicar,  at  the  vift- 
tation,  which  will  be  held  at  St.  Nicholas*  church  on  Wednefday 
nex(,  the  loth  inftant,  when  the  librarian  may  be  ordered  to  flievr 
the  trudees  the  condition  the  books  are  at  prefent  itiy,  and  direded 
Imxnediately  to  open  the  library  for  the  ufe  of  the  public,     . 

^wie  5,  1789.  LtCTOR. 

?o  t^  Stewards  of  the  incorporated  Comfaniei  in  Newcqfih* 

Centlbmen. — ^The  following  hints  are  iiibmitted  to  your  coft- 
£deratioQ,  y?'itlK>ut  any  dpology*.  becaufe  you  caanoc  be  unac- 
quainted vvitlr  the  inefiicacy  of  the  meaiures  that  have  been  taken 
to  compel  the  libiuiian  of  Dr.  Tomliurou's  library  to  open  it  for 
the  beae£^  of  tlte  public. 

The  law  of  this  country  will  not  compel  a  truflcc  to  execute 

llic  will  of  another,  unlcfs  he  thinks  proper.     The  majority  of 

tlie  truHecs  under  the  will  of  the  lute  Dr.  Tomlinfoii  eitlier  rcfafe 

to  a(5li  or  the  librarian  rcfufes  to  comply  with  their  dire^oos^ 

and  difregards  the  flatute^  of  the  library,  though  he  is  paid  the 

falary,  to  which  he;  cajoaot  he  entitled  unbfs  he  difcharges  bit 

duty.     This  being  an  indiijmtable  fadl,  the  buftudfh. comes  pro^ 

ferly  before  the  burgelTcs  afftmbled  in  guild,  iecmfe  tbcBhtarp 
%vas  tequeathsd  to  the  corporation  of  this  tonim. 

To  introduce  this  bufinefi  before  the  guild,  give  me  leave  to 

Ajggcft  to  you  the  propiiety  of  a  previous  meeting*  that  you  may 

be  mafters  of  the  fubjc<5t.     Would  there  be  any  impropriety  in 

Mr.  Mayor  and  the  burgelTes  fending  a  card  to  the  librarian,  to 

attend  them  at  the  guild  ;  and  in  publicly  afking  him  why  he  doca 

not  do  his  duty  ?    If  he  do  not  attend,  apply  to  Sir  Thomas 

Blackctt,  to  appoint  another  librarian  s  &nd  in^ft  op  the  prefent 

librarian's  paying  the  damages  the  books  may  have  fuflained  b^ 
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bis  acglefl,  an  J  ac^ounung  for  xha  money  he  h  is  r^cei^ed  to  piwr# 
chaf«  new  books. 

Some  of  you,  pcrhapfj,  will  Ciy,  This  has  no  relation  to  our  rights 
or  privileges;  'Let  fuch  remember,  that  the  library  is  bequeathed, 
aot  to  the  traftces,  but  to  the  corporation.  'J  hat  burgefles  hare, 
or  may  have,  fans  to  be  educated  for  the  church,  or  for  fome  of 
the  liberal  fciences,  and  that  fuch  ftudents  have  a  right  to  the  ufc 
of  the  library.  If  you  difregard  this  addrcfs,  you  will  deprive 
the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  and  your  pofterity,  of  an  advantage 
no  private  fortune  can  procure,  or  opulence  itfelf  obtain,  becaufe 
many  of  the  books  are  extremely  fcarcc,  and  cannot  be  bought* 

A  BURGESS. 

The  following;  is  aa  extrad  of  a  letter  from  ^ 
gentleman  of  this  town,  addrefled  to  Dr.  Bdrrington, 
biihop  of  Durham. 

Newcqftky  Miiy  7,  l8oi« 
My  Lord, — ^Your  lordfliip  will  find  in  the  61  ft  page  of  Bowne's 
Hiftory  of  NewcafUe,  in  the  2d  volume  of  Wallis's  Hiftory  of 
Northumberland,  and  in  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory  of  Durham,  ar- 
ticle Whickham,  ift  a  note,  that  there  was  an  old  library  in  St« 
Nicholas'  church ;  and  that,  in  addition,  a  very  extenHve  one 
(for  the  north  of  England)  was  left  to  this  town  by  the  late  Dn 
TomlinTon,  o{  Whickham,  that  a  building  was  erc<5led  for  them 
by  the  late  Sir  W.  Blackett,  (fee  Brand's  Hiftory  of  Newcaftle)  : 
the  lower  part  of  this  building  is  occupied  as  a  veftry  ;  the  two 
upper  rooms,  which  would  each  contain  ten  thoufand  volumes, 
were  dedicated  to  the  ufe  of  the  old  and  new  library.  My  lord, 
for  twenty  years  this  invaluable  coUeflion  was  locked  up,  by  the 
Rev.  John  EUifon  ;  and  the  falary  and  the  money  for  buying 
books  fpent'-he  knows  beft  in  what  manner.  He  was  only 
'brought  back  to  his  duty  by  a  public  cenfure  in  the  Newcaftle 
Advcrtifcr,  for  April  and  the  following  months,  in  17^9  I  un- 
derftand,  from  undoubted  authority,  that,  in  the  regulations  of 
that  library,  the  hours  of  attendance  are  from  ten  to  twelve  in  the 
forenoon,  and  from  two  to  four  in  the  afternoon  of  every  day, 
Sunday  excepted.  The  prefent  librarian  attends  from  nine  to 
twelve  in  the  morning  only,  and  in  every  holiday  this  library  is 
flmt  up  i  nay  more,  my  lord,  admittance  is  abfolutely  refufed  to 
the  old  one.  My  lord,  the  public  neither  know  when  to  go,  what 
power  to  ufe  wfa^n  there,  nor  what  books  they  contain.    Your 
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lordfliip's  interferencey  and  publication  of  the  rules  and  the  cata* 
logue,  are  the  only  cures  left.  I  beg  your  Lordihip's  pardon  for 
the  freedom  of  this  letter*  if  your  lordfhip  (hould  find  too  much 
in  it ;  but,  in  the  caufe  of  knowledge,  I  would  be  afhamed  to  be 
otherwife.  I  am,  my  lord,  &c.  •    ♦    ♦ 

P.  S.  A  fub-librarian  has  been  appointed,  (by  Mr.  EUifon)  who 
has  to  attend  prayers  every  other  day  at  eleven,  and  frequently  at 
the  bridge-end  chapel  at  ten  o'clock,  when  the  doors  are  (hut  for 
that  day.  Should  you,  my  lord,  recommend  a  catalogue  and  the 
rules  being  publiflied,  I  would,  with  great  pleafure,  uke  the  trou- 
ble (if  the  trudecs  chufe  to  appoint  me,  and  allow  me  to  name 
my  own  aiCftant)  of  comparing  the  books  with  the  catalogue ; 
(for  it  is  faid  fome  of  them  are  loft  fmce  Mr.  EUifon  was  librarian) 
and  overlooking  the  prefs  ;-*my  own  confcience  will  be  my  re* 
ward* 

To  which  his  lordfhip  was  pleafed  to  return  the 
following  anfwer. 

Cav,  Square^  May  11.  iSoi. 
Sir, — If  the  abufes,  of  which  you  complain,  can  be  provedt 
and  I  have  any  authority  to  redrefs  them,  you  may  refl  affured 
that  I  will  enter  upon  the  enquiry.  The  bed  time  for  the  pur- 
pofe.  In  cafe  I  have  the  authority  which  your  complaint  imphes, 
will  be  in  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  July,  when  the  bufinefs  of 
my  vifitiition  at  Newcaftle  is  iinifhed. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  regard. 

Your  humble  fervant, 

S.  DUNELM* 

It  is  no  wonder  that  the  attempts  which  have  been 
made  within  the  laft  twelve  months  were  inefiedlual. 
The  greateil  part  of  our  townfmen  being  unconfcious 
of  their  privileges,  mis-ftatement  and  evafive  apology 
were  exhibited  and  received  in  the  place  of  fafts.-^ 
It  was  laid  that  the  preferjt  librarian  is  an  old  man, 
and  that  great  indulgence  ought  confequently  to  be 
allowed.  Surely  the  public  not  obferving  his  non- 
attendance  for  above  twenty  years,  is  an  indulgence 
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of  the  mod  extraordinary  kind!  It  is  faid  by  Mr. 
Brand,  in  his  letter  to  a  gentleman  in  this  town, 
who  wrote  to  him  on  the  fubjed  in  queftion,  that  the 
falary  is  Ihamefully  inadequate  to  fuch  duties  as  the 
regulations  require.  In  reply,  it  may  be  obferved, 
firft,  that  at  the  appointment,  in  1 747,  the  Aim  was 
quite  fufficient :  fecondly,  that  very  many,  even  at 
the  prefent  day,  would  be  glad  to  have  fuch  an  office 
with  fuch  a  falary :  thirdly,  that  if  the  librarian 
think  it  too  little,  his  refource  is  obvious,  rejignation. 
But  the  prefent  librarian  took  the  office,  knowing  the 
duties  and  the  compenfation :  his  continuance  is, 
therefore,  an  acknowledgment  of  the  fufficiency  of 
the  income. 

But  let  us  fuppofe  a  regular  attendance.  Where 
are  the  regulations  ?  Not  upon  any  of  the  tables ; 
not  exhibited  as  publicly  as  the  library  they  direft ! 
not  (hewn  to  any  of  the  vilitants !  but  with  the  fixty 
folios  and  fqrty  quartos  of  Cofins,  wkh  the  books  of 
many  others,  as  at  page  294 ;  with  the  manufcripts^, 
with  many  even  of  Dr.  Tomlinfon's  books,  and  with 
the  privileges  of  the  inhabitants; — they  are  quickly 
goingy  if  not  gone  already  to  decay  ! 

A  gentleman  who  holds  one  of  the  offices  that  give 
to  the  pofieflbr  the  right  of  a  truftee,  has  declared 
that  he  faw  nothing  to  be  complained  of  I  No  fault 
in  the  lion- attendance  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  I 
No  fault  in  receiving  more  than  one  hundred  pounds 
in  that  time  for  buying  books,  and  almoil  none  pur-- 
chafed  with  the  money!  No  fault  in  taking  the  full 
falaty  for  twenty  years  non-attendance  !  None  in 
the  hbrary  being  (hut  up  fo  often  all  the  day  on  jic- 
count  of  holidays,  (and  Mr  Hurd  going  to  the  bridge* 
end  chapel)  as  to  licenfe  the  expreffibn  of  the  libra- 
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rian  opening  it  only  when  he  pleafes  I  No  fault  in 
the  books  being  (o  damaged  during  the  twenty 
years  fabbath  of  this  reverend  gentleman,  as  to  re- 
quire Mr.  Charnlcy*s  affiftance  to  reftore  them  from 
the  injuries  of  the  dampth  I  No  fault  in  the  regula- 
tions being  withheld  I  None  in  the  old  library  being 
pofitivcly  rcfufed  accefs  to !  None  in  the  compro- 
mifed  attendance  of  the  librarian  or  his  deputy  ! 
None  in  that  deputy  receiving  half  the  falary  for 
half  the  ftatute  attendance,  and  the  real  hbrarian 
curtailing  the  duties,  and  (liielding  himfelf  under  the 
fmallnels  of  the  falary  !  None  in  many  of  the  books 
entered  in  the  catalogue  being  miffing  I ! !  This  gen- 
tleman would  do  well  to  take  the  number  of  yean 
Mr.  EUifon  has  been  librarian,  which,  multiplied  by 
five,  gives  the  fum  he  has  received  for  buying  books. 
How  many  has  he  purchafed  ?  If  he  wiflies  for  con*. 
viction,  let  him  apply  to  Mr.  Charnley,  of  whom 
they  were  to  be  bought ;  but  that  worthy  man  has 
fpoken  for  himfelf  above.  It  is  alfo  faid  that  Mr. 
EUifon  has  no  right  to  attend,  or  that  it  would  be 
cruel  to  make  him,  when  none,  or  only  one  or  two, 
come.  To  this  only  one  reply  is  nece0ary  :  be  rc^ 
ceives  bis  falary ;  by  fo  doing,  be  makes  it  bis  duty 
to  attend  whether  any  come  or  not:  if  he  does  not 
attend,  or  fend  a  fubllitute,  why  receive  the  money  ? 
As  to  the  old  library  room,  if  it  was  empty ^  it  might 
be  open  to  inquirers.  But  we  would  aik  any  of  the 
truftees.  Is  it  a .  crime  to  make  it  ufeful  ?  Would  it 
be  •*  impudence,^  as  one  of  thofe  gentlemen  has  af- 
6rmed,  '*  in  any  public  body  putting  it  la  a  public 
ufe  "  until  wantcid  for  the  library,  if  the  librarian 
fuflers  it  to  be  wanted  at  all?  But  Mr.  Hurd  allows 
that  there  are  fome  books  there  \  the  neceffity,  then, 

for 
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for  its  being  opened,  is  obvious;  and  yet  thefe  cle- 
rical gentlemen  are  the  firft  to  raife  the  hue  and  crj 
of  innovation,  dire<9:ing  their  anathemas  at  refor- 
mations !  They  ihould  not  vociferate  the  lo  Paanr 
of  felf  complacency  to  ftun  the  ears  of  thofe  who, 
but  for  them,  would  hear  the  iliU  fmall  voice  that 
reformevi  would  ufe  in  their  own  defence* 

The  only  effedual  cure  we  can  point  out  is,  to 
have  the  catalogue  printed,  as  at  Bamborough  CaC- 
tie,  with  the  above  codicil  and  the  I'egulations ;  and 
if  any  money  is  wanted  to  defray  the  charge  of 
printing,  &c.  Mr.  £llifon  cannot  better  employ  the 
balance  of  what  he  has  received  for  buying  book^ 
than  by  affifting  fuch  a  publication  with  it. 

The  falary  is  at  prefent  paid  by  a  Mr.  Bofvillc,  ta 
in  the  county  of  York ;  and  the  truftces  at  prefeot 
are: 

Jofepb  Forfteri  Efq.  mayor  of  this  tow^ 

R«v.  J.  D    Cariyle,  Ticar  of  do. 
*Kev.  Dr.  Thorp,  archdeacon  of  Nordiumberland. 
♦Rev.  John  Forfter,  IcAurtr  of  St.  Nicholas. 

SECONDAR.T. 

♦Rev.  Dr.  Thorp,  rcAor  of  Rytoiu 
•Rev.  Dr.  Proffer,  reaor  of  Gatdhcad. 
•Rev.  Mr.  GrtvUle,  Reftor  of  Whickham, 

Thofe  marked  thus  (*)  were,  in  conjundlion  with 
Mr.  Reed,  the  late  mayor,  applied  to  j  but  have  not 
yet  thought  any  reform  necefiary. 

Dr.  Tomlinfon  died  March  24,  1747. 

Sir  W.  C.  Blackctt  died  February  14,  1777. 
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OTHER  LIBRARIES. 

At  the  New  AflTcmbly-houfe  there  is  a  fubfcrip* 
ticm  news-room,  upon  a  plan  peculiarly  liberal  and 
acceptable.  Here,  befides  the  public  journals  of 
^very  kind,  a  coniiderable  number  of  books,  parti- 
cularly thofe  illuftrative  of  the  public  tranfadtions 
and  events,  and  of  the  ftate  of  manners  and  litera« 
ture  at  home  and  abroad,  are  purchafed  and  pre- 
ferred, and  will  one  day  form  a  very  valuable  library 
of  the  moll  popular  productions,  on  all  fides,  upon 
the  various  interefting  topics  of  difcuffion  which, 
from  time  to  time,  have  agitated  the  public  mind. 

We  cannot  avoid  mentioning  the  valuable  circu- 
lating libraries  of  Mr.  Sands,  in  the  Bigg-market, 
and  Mr.  Humble,  in  Mofley-ftreet ;  in  which,  par- 
ticularly the  former,  are  upwards  of  twelve  thoufand 
books,  on  every  branch  of  fcience  and  literature. 

There  is  alfo  a  circulating-library  in  the  Groat- 
market,  confiding  chiefly  of  novels,  belonging  to 
Mrs*  Chilton. 
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CHARITABLE  INSTITUTIONS. 


The  Manors,  ence  the  lite  of  the  fumptuous  priory 
of  the  St.  Auftin  friars,  contain  feveral  charitable  in* 
ftitutions,  among  which  is 

JESUS  HOSPITAL. 

This  well  endowed  afylum  had  originally  the  name 
as  above,  but  it  is  now  called  the  Town's  Hofpital, 
or  General  Hofpital,  for  the  reception  of  the  poor  of 
the  feveral  pariflies  of  the  town.  You  afcend  to  it 
by  ftairs  from  the  ftreet,  and  then  enter  into  a  plea- 
fant  field,  on  the  north  iide  of  which  is  the  faid  hof- 
pital. It  is  three  (lories  high^  and  the  under  ftory 
is  adorned  with  piazzas,  which  are  about  fixty  yards 
in  length,  and  make  a  very  agreeable  walk.  About 
the  middle  of  the  piazzas  is  the  entrance  into  the 
fecond  and  third  (lories ;  and  over  againil  this  en* 
trance  is  a  fountain  (very  much  beautified}  for  the 
ufe  of  the  hofpitaL  It  was  founded  for  a  ma(ler 
and  thirty-nine  poor  freemen,  or  freemen's  widows. 

A.  D.  1683,  it  was  incorporated  by  the  name  of 
the  Matter,  Brethren,  and  Sifters  of  the  Hofpital  of 
the  Holy  Jefus,  founded  in  the  Manors,  in  the  town 
and  county  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  at  the  charge 
of  the  mayor  and  burgefTes  of  that  town,  for  the  fup- 
port,  for  ever,  of  poor  impotent  people,  being  free- 
men and  freemen's  widows,  or  their  fons  and  daugh- 
ters that  had  never  been  married. 

Thomas  Lewen,  merchant,  was  appointed  the  firft 
matter,  with  thirty-nine  others,  to  have  power  to 
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fue  and  be  fued,  implead  and  be  impleaded,  pur« 
chafe  and  hold  lands,  and  have  a  common  feal,  with 
81  crofs  graven  thereon,  and  in  the  circumference, 
••  Sigillum  Hojpitalis  SanBi  Jefu  in  Novo  Cq/iror 
The  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council  of  Ncw- 
caftle  for  the  time  being,  were  appointed  vififion, 
and  to  give  rules  and  laws  to  this  hofpitaL 

Thefe  rules  were  drawn  up  and  fealed  in  the  year 
1683. 

So  benevolent  an  inftitution,  ferving  as  a  calm 
and  peaceful  retreat  in  a  moll  delightful  lituation, 
fbon  experienced  that  the  obfervation  of  St.  James 
(ch.  ii.  v.  15 j  was  inapplitable  to  their  generous  pa- 
Irons :  *'  If  a  brother  or  filler  be  naked  and  deftitut^ 
of  daily  food,  and  one  of  you  fay  unto  them,  depart 
in  peace,  be  ye  warmed  and  filled ;  notwithftanding 
ye  give  them  not  thofe  things  which  are  needful 

to  the  body  J   what  doth  it  profit?*' What  in- 

deed? 

The  mod  fubftantial  fources  of  fupport  for  the 
Freemen's  Hofpital  are  as  follow. 

A.  D.  1683,  a  meffliage,  key  or  quay,  and  gar- 
den, in  that  (Ireet  called  the  Clofe^  in  Newcafile, 
was  purchafed  by  the  mayor  and  burgefll'S  for  feven 
hundred  pounds,  and  fettled  on  the  mailer,  brethren 
and  fillers  of  this  hofpitaL 

In  the  year  1683,  an  eftate  at  Edderly,  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  was  purchafed  as  abov«  for  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ten  pounds,  and  fettled  on 
the  above  mailer,  &c. 

In  1685,  an  eilate  at  Whittell,  in  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  was  purcahfed  as  abpve  for  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  pounds,  for  the  fame  chari- 
table purpofe.  f 

In 
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In  1605,  Mr.  John  Ru  nney  bequeathed  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds;  the  intercft^for  the  behoof  of 
this  hofpital. 

In  1721,  Mr.  John  Ord  devifed  one  pound  fix 
fhillings  and  eight-pence  annually,  and  alfo  fix  (hil- 
lings and  eight-pence  from  another  ihelTuage  of  his, 
for  its  fupport. 

In  1752,  the  corporation  ordered  forty  fothers  of 
coals  to  be  fent  there  annually,  at  the  feftival  of 
Chriftmas. 

In  1 769,  there  was  an  order  of  common-council 
for  the  mader  to  be  paid  eight,  and  each  brother 
and  filler  fix  pounds  per  annum. 

In  1779,  the  mayor*  &c.  in  confequence  of  a  re« 
folution  to  prefer,  in  future,  the  mod  aged  claim* 
ants  to  the  places  that  ftiould  fall  vacant  in  this  hof- 
pital, made  an  order,  that  the  feveral  candidates 
ihould  produce  certificates  of  their  refpedive  ages, 
to  be  regularly  filed  in  the  town-clerk's  oflice. 

Mrs.  DAVISON^s  HOSPITAL. 

This  laudable  ereftion  was  for  a  govemefs,  and 
five  fifters,  to  be  widows  of  proteftant  clergymen, 
merchants,  and  freemen  of  Newcaftle,  endowed  by 
the  charity  of  Mrs.  Ann  Davifon,  widow  of  Mr. 
Benjamin  Davifon,  merchant.  It  was  built  by  the 
corporation  near  that  of  the  Holy  Jefus,  in  the  year 

In  the  incorporation  of  this  charity,  the  govemefs 
and  fillers  have  a  power  to  fue  and  be  fued,  &^.  and 
to  purchafe  lands.  The  mayor  and  common-council 
of  Newcaftle  to  be  vifitors  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Grey, 
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and  to  appoint  governeiTes  and  fifters,  or  on  any 
mifconduft  to  remove  them. 

The  above  Mrs*  Ann  Davifon  appointed,  after 
the  payment  of  her  debts,  legacies,  and  funeral  cx- 
pences,  that  the  furplus  of  her  perfonal  eftate  ihould 
be  divided  among  the  poor,  at  the  difcretion  of  her 
executors,  George  Grey,  efq.  the  Rev.  Robert  Tom- 
linfon,  William  Ellifon,  efq.  and  John  Ord,  gent. 
This  furplus  was  nine  hundred  and  forty  pounds, 
with  which  the  executors  agreed  to  build  this  hofpi- 
tal,  which  was  accordingly  done;  Mr.  Grey  being 
the  furviving  truftee. 

In  the  year  1754,  the  mayor  and  burgefles  of 
Ncwcaftle,  having  been  appointed  the  patrons  of 
this  charity  by  the  above  furviving  truftee,  ere<£ted 
a  handfome  new  fet  of  apartments  for  the  govemefe 
and  five  fifters,  on  the  fite  of  the  former  houfe. 

A.  D.  1 771,  there  was  an  order  of  common-coun- 
cil for  each  woman  in  Mrs.  Davifon*s  Hqfpital  to  be 
allowed  eight  carts  of  coals  in  every  year. 

Sir  WALTER  BLACKETPs  HOSPITAL. 

The  intention  of  this  foundation  was  for  the  re* 
ception  of  iix  unmarried  men,  being  poor  and  de-> 
cayed  burgejGTes  of  the  town,  in  1754;  the  worthy 
baronet,  on  the  receipt  of  a  bond  given  him  by  the 
corporation,  hi^ving  depo&ted  one  thoufand  two  hun* 
dred  pounds  for  that  purpofe. 

In  the  year  1 777,  there  was  an  order  of  common- 
council  for  an  allowance  of  eight  carts  of  fire-coal, 
yearly,  to  every  man  in  this  hofpital. 
A  done  is  put  ovei:  th^ir  apartoieotfi,  iafcribed  as 

follows  ; 

This 
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This  HoTpital. 

for  fix  unmariied  mttf 

built  on  the  groundy  and  at  the  common  charge, 

o(  the  corporation  of  this  town, 

Wa<  fdiinded  by  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart. 

tb^  tnuniflcent  magiftrate,  and  reprefentative 

in  feiren  foccellhre  parliaftients,  of  Newcallk  upon  Tyn^i 

A.D.  1754. 

Mr.  DAVISON'S  HOSPITAL. 

This  humane  inftitation  owed  its  exiftence  to 
Thomas  Davifon,  Efq.  of  Ferry-bill,  in  the  €Jounty  of 
Durham,  and  his  Qflers. 

A  1).  1 784,  the  mayor  and  burgefles  of  Newcaftlc 
credcd  here*  on  their  ground,  and  at  their  common 
expence,  an  elegant  fet  of  apartments,  for  lix  iln* 
married  women,  under  the  fame  roof  with  thofe 
intended  for  the  two  former  bofpitals,  of  Mrs,  Ann 
Davifon  and  Sir  Walter  Blackett.  bart.  ^ 

A.  D.  177!,  there  was  an  order  of  common-council 
to  give  an  allowance  of  eight  carts  of  fire- coal  to 
every  woman  in  this  houfe. 

The  following  infcription  is  on  a  ftone  over  the 
door : 

This  Hoipital  for  Cix  unmarried  women, 

to  h6  daughters  and  widows  of  BurgeiTes, 

hwil  on  d>e  ground,  and  at  the  common  charge, 

of  the  corporation  of  thii;  town, 

was  founded  by  Thomas  Davu6n,  Efq. 

of  Ferry- Hill,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 

A.  D.  1754. 

a 

As  the  hand  of  charity  is  never  wearied  with 
being  ft  retched  out  to  reUere  indigence  and  old 
age,  overwhelmed  with  all  its  Concomitant  train- 
fo  the  eye  of  humanity  is  never  tired  in  beholding 
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the  generous  efforts  of  the  truly  virtuous  and  good, 
to  foothe  and  alleviate  thofe  evils  that  embitter  the 
feeble  remains  of  declining  life.  In  this  fenfe,  the 
ufefulnefs  of  the  feveral  quiet  afylums  for  poverty 
and  old  age,  in  the  Manors,  are  of  more  genuine 
worth  than  all  the  ufelefs  fplendor  of  the  Spanifli 
efcurial,  or  the  pompous  monuments  of  luxury  and 
oftentation. 

KEELMEN's  HOSPITAL. 

We  have  already  mentioned  this  ufeful  clafs  of 
the  community  of  Newcartle,  page  142.  We  have 
now  the  pleafing  fatisfadtion  of  laying  before  our 
readers  the  prudent  precautions  which  they  have 
taken  to  Ihield  themfelves  againft  abfolute  penury ; 
as  alfo  to  alleviate  the  painful  days  of  iicknefs  and 
of  old  age.  We  (hall  firft  defcribe  their  hofpital, 
and  then  the  truly  laudable  inftitution  for  eftablilh- 
ing  a  permanent  fund  to  fupport  the  fick  and  aged 
members  of  the  Keelmen*s  Society. 

The  Keelmen's  Hofpital  is  fituated  a  little  eaft. 
ward  of  the  Carpenter's  Tower,  on  the  Garth-heads, 
behind  Sandgate.  It  is  a  fquare  building,  in  the 
form  of  monafteries  and  colleges,  haying  its  low 
walks  round  it,  in  imitation  of  cloiHers.  The  area 
within  it  is  about  eighty- three  feet  broad,  and  nine- 
ty-feven  and  a  half  long.  It  contains  above  fiity-two 
chambers  for  the  accommodation  of  the  aged  mem- 
bers  of  both  fexes.  One  room  is  large  and  light, 
for  holding  the  general  meetings,  in  which  is  their 
ftrong  box,  well  fecurcd,  for  keeping  the  money, 
books,  &c.  and  in  a  fmall  room  adjacent  the  ftewr 
ards  and  clerk  meet  every  fix  weeks,  for  the  pur- 
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pofe  of  coUefting  the  regular  contributions  of  the  fo- 
cicty.  At  their  general  annual  meeting,  thej  walk  in 
proceffion  through  the  principal  ftrcets  of  the  town^ 
in  decent  drefies,  attended  t^ith  mufic  of  different 
kinds ;  while  all  clafies  of  inhabitants  take  a  pleafurs 
in  viewing  this  body  of  men,  who  conftitute  a  great 
proportion  of  the  ftrength,  and  fource  of  the  wealth 
of  Newcaftle,  and  for  many  miles  adjacent  on  both 
fides  of  the  Tyne.  They  then  fit  down  to  a  plentl* 
ful  dinner,  fubftantial  and  folid,  like  themfelves; 
and  in  an  inoSeniive,  convivial  manner^  at  lead  for 
one  day  in  the  year,  do  thefe  hardy,  induftrioas  fel- 
lows throw  down  all  burdens  of  concern  about  the 
*'  lan^  rack,**  dark  nights,  fliips'  hawfers,  and  great 
frelhes,  with  a  hearty  ihake-hands,  and  get  home- 
in  the  bell  manner  they  can* 

Who  this  hofpital  was  built  by»  may  be  learned 
from  the  infcription  on  its  fouth  front. 

THE  KEELMEN'S  HOSPITAL,  BUILT  AT  THSIE  OWIT 
^HARGEy  ANNO  DOMINI  170I.  MATTHEW  \%HIT£,  £S(^ 
GOVERNOUR;  MR.  EDWARD  ORET,  MK  EDWARD  CARR» 
STEWARDS  OF  THE  HOASTMEN'S  COMFANT  FOR  TUt 
TIME   EEING,   AND   TRUSTEES   FOR   THIS  HOSPITAL. 

I  have  been  told,  fays  Mr.  Bourne,  that  Dr. 
Moor,  one  of  the  late  bilhops  of  Ely,  upon  failing 
down  the  river  in  the  ftate  barge,  with  the  mayor 
and  magidrates,  obferved  this  ijuilding,  and  afked 
what  it  was,  and  who  built  it  ?  i  h^  mayor  replied^ 
it  was  an  hofpital  for  aged  and  decayed  keelmen  ; 
and  that  it  was  built  by  themfelves,  each  man  pay. 
ing  one  penny  a  tide.  The  good  prelate  replied, 
that  he  had  heard  of  and  feeu  many  hofpitals,  the 
works  of  ricb  men ;  but  this  w^  th<^  fii  11  he  ever 
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faw,  or  heard  of,  which  hud  been  been  built  by  the 
poor.  It  is  a  great  pity,  it  has  been  faid,  that  the  de- 
fign  of  this  building  is  not  thoroughly  anfwered  ;  but 
there  are  fome  mifcrearUs^  who  would  rather  ftarve  in 
iickne fsy  or  old  age,  than  not  guzxle  a  penny  in  their 
health  and  youth. 

This  obfervation  We  nrtuft  allow  to  be  true  in 
part ;  for  it  is  generally  obferved,  that,  in  a  large 
body  of  men,  fuch  as  the  keelmen,  whofe  em. 
ployment  in  life  is  laborious  and  hazardous,  many 
of  them  are  not  over  much  concerned  for  futurity. 
But  it  was  (hrewdly  faid,  that  if  there  was  thought- 
leflhe^  below  Jlairs^  there  was  artifice  abtyoe;  and 
that  the  fitters  and  coal- owners  dreaded  the  in* 
dependency  of  fuch  a  vaft  body  of  men,  fiiould  they, 
by  economy,  grow  opulent,  and  fo  become  turbulent 
and  ungovernable ;  and  therefore  counteraAed  and 
undermined  this  laudable  fcheme*  We  hope,  how- 
ever, that  this  infinuation  againft  gentlemen  of  fo 
miich  honour  and  humanity,  is  not  corredt,  and  is 
only  founded  on  mifreprefentation. 

We  cannot  omit  inferting  here  a  note  refpedling 
the  Keeln^en's  Hofpital,  left  in  the  manufcript  of  our 
deceafed  friend,  from  whom  we  have  derived  much 
original  information. 

**  The  late  alderman  Simpfon  having  bequeathed 
one  hundred  pounds  to  this  hofpital,  the  following 
very  beautiful  acknowledgment  of  his  bounty  was 
affixed  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  hofpital,  fronting  the 

Shields  turnpike-road. 

In  the  year  1786, 

The  interefl  of  lool.  at  5  per  cent,  for  ever, 

to  be  annually  diftributed, 

on  the  twenty-third  day  of  December^ 
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among  the  ten  old^ft  keelmen 

refident  in  the  hofpttal, 

was  left  bf 

JoHv  SiMfsoHy  Efq.  of  9radlcf» 

alderman  of  the  town, 

aad  forty  years  governor  of  the  hoaftmcn's  company* 

The  grateful  ohjeds  of  his  rememhrancc 

have  caufed  diis  ftont  to  be  ereded, 

that  pofterity  may  know 

the  donor's  worthy 

aod  be  (limulated  to  follow 

an  example  {6  benevolent. 

Various  attempts  were  made  to  reduce  the  pro^ 
pofed  penny  a  tide  by  each  keelman,  tp  fome  con* 
fiftent  and  efTeftua]  plan,  during  many  year«,  but  all 
proved  abortive  ;  fo  that  the  real  keelosen  who  be- 
longed to  that  fociety,  finding  their  number  inade« 
quate  to  fupply  the  exigencies  of  their  lick  and 
aged  members,  were  obliged  to  extend  their  plan, 
aod  to  permit  landmen  as  well  as  watermen  to  be** 
c^me  members.  But  very  few  keelmeo,  belonging 
to  the  many  fitters  and  coal^owners  on  the  river 
Tyne,  chufing  to  join  this  mixed  fociety,  feveral  of 
the  more  intelligent  (kippers  and  keelmen  fet  about 
drawing  up  a  fcheme  for  a  permanent  refource  for 
the  wants  and  neceifities  of  their  members.^  This 
fcheme  obtaining  the  approbation  of  the  magiftrates 
and  fitters,  an  application  was  made  to  parliament ; 
and,  after  due  deliberation  of  that  body,  an  a<^  wa^ 
pafled,  fan6tioning  the  fcheme,  with  fome  judicious 
improvements. 

Gratitude  prompts  us,  on  this  occafion,  to  tender 
our  acknowledgments  to  Mr.  Tinwell,  for  his  readi- 
nefs  in  accommodating  us  with  a  copy  of  the  a6t  and 
by-laws,  with  whatever  other  information  we  wifhed 
to  btt  pofleflcd  of,  refpeding  the  keelmen's  fociety. 

The 
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The  by-laws,  which  are  fubjoined  to  the  ad,  embrace 
f[>  much  wifdoni  and  humanity,  that  the  refources 
for  the  fick  and  infirm  of  that  body  promife  to  be 
•fa  duration  equal  to  that  of  the  coaKtcade  itfelf. 

The  law  for  this  benevolent  purpofe  is  intituled, 
•*  All  ad  for  eftablilhing  a  permanent  fund,  for  the 
relief  and  fupport  of  (kippers  and  keelmen  employed 
on  the  river  Tyne,  who  by  ficknefs,  or  other  acci- 
dental misfortunes,  or  by  old  age,  ihall  not  be  able 
to  maintain  themfelves  and  their  families ;  and  alfo 
for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  children  of  fuch 
Aiippers  and  keelmen.'*— This  aft  was  pafied  in 
the  year  1788. 

By  the  by-laws  fubjoined  to  the  adl,  the  weekly 
allowances  to  fick  or  fuperannuated  members  are 
follow : 

To  tfaofe  who  are  dtfabled  by  temporary  lamenefi    £•  u  d. 
or  ficknefs        •*..        ••050 
To  thofe  who  are  fuperannnated  or  difabled  bj  age    033 
To  widows  without  children  •  •  -        o     t     6 

To  widows  having  two  children      -        -        -        o     2     • 
To  widows  having  more  than  two  chSdreh       •        026 

Superannuated  members^  unable  to  work  at  the 
keels,  are  allowed  to  obtain  any  other  employment ; 
but  if  they  can  thereby  earn  at  the  rate  of  four  ihil- 
lings  per  week  or  upwards,  their  allowance  from  the 
fnnd  is  then  reduced  according  to  the  following 
table. 

If  earnings  amount  to  To  receive  from  the  fund 

4s.  per  week  and  under  5s,  2s.  6d.  per  week. 

5s.  per  week  and  under  6s.  as.  od.  per  week. 

6s.  per  week  and  under  7s.  is.  od.  per  week. 

7s.  per  week  and  under  8s.  Nothing. 

If  8s.  or  more,  they  are  to  contrlbutf  6d.  per  week  to  the  ftad. 

THE 
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THE  INFIRMARY. 

Inftant  at  glorious  angel-train  cfelcends^ 

The  GiaritieSf  to-wit,  of  rofy  hue  ; 

Sweet  love  their  looks  7L.  gentle  radiance  lends^ 
.  And  with  fcraphi    flvin^e  compafHon  blends. 

At  once  delighted  to  their  chargne  they  fly  2  ' 

When,  lo !  a  gfowdly  hofpital  afcends ; 

In  which  they  bade  each  lenient  aid  be  nigh. 
That  could  the  iickfbed  fmooth  of  tliat  fad  company. 

It  was  a  wortliy  edifying  fight,  ^ 

And  gives  to  human  kind  peculiar  grace, 

To  fee  kind  hands  attending  day  and  night. 

With  tender  mtniftry  from  place  to  place  ; 

Some  prop  the  head ;  fome  from  the  pallid  face 

Wipe  off  the  faint  cold  dews  weak  nature  (heds  ; 

Some  reach  the  healing  draught ;  the  whild,  to  chace 

The  fear  fupreme,  around  their  foften*d  beds 
Some  holy  man,  by  prayer,  all  opening  heaven  difpreds* 

Thomson's  Caitls  ot  Imdolsncs. 

In  dcfcribing  this  truly  philanthropic  and  exten- 
five  inftitution,  we  cannot  adopt  a  better  mode  than 
copying  the  mod  eflential  parts  of  the  account  re- 
cently publilhed  by  authority  of  the  governors. 

••  To  counterbalance  the  various  evils  andmiferies 
of  life,"  fays  an  elegant  and  humane  writer,  "  Provi- 
dence has  planted  in  our  natures  a  benevolent  prin- 
ciple, which  inclines  us,  by  an  involuntary  emotion, 
to  relieve  the  diftreiles  of  our  fellow-creatures,  and 
gives  us  the  pureft  and  moft  fenfible  pleafure  for  our 
reward.**  From  the  univerfal  difFufion  of  this  ami- 
able principle,  few  projeAs  calculated  to  alleviate 
the  fufferings  of  the -lower  orders  of  fociety  have,  in 
this  age  and  nation,  failed  of  meeting  with  efTeduaL 
fupport :  and,  perhaps,  no  part  of  the  country  has 
^Uem  more  confpicuous  than  the  town  and  neigh- 
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bourhood  of  Newcaftle,  in  patronizing  eftablifliments 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  under  the  'aggravated  afflic- 
tions of  want  apd  difeufe. 

"  A  flight  flcetch  of  the  origin  and  ftate  of  tTic  In- 
firmary will  be  a  ncceflary  introdaftion  to  the  follow- 
ing account  of  the  plan  lately  adopted  for  its  extcn- 
iion  and  internal  improvement. 

i 

The  (yrigin  and  prefent  Jtate  of  the  Infirmary. 

**  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1751,  the  iiiembers 
of  a  refpedable  fociety  in  Newcaftle  refolvcd,  on 
account  of  the  deaths  of  fome,  artd  the  advancing 
age  ofolfhers,  of  their  body,  to  difcontinue  their'ftated 
meetings :  but,  previous  to  th^ir  doing  fo,  to  leave 
fonie  permanent  memorial  of  the  fociety  having  exift- 
ed,  by  the  propofal  of  fome  projedl  of  public  utility. 
Gn  the  day  appointed  for  this  benevolent  purpofe, 
the  late  eminent  furgeon,  Mr.  Richard  Lambert,  then 
a  young  man,  fuggeiled  the  eliablidiment  of  an  In- 
firmary ;  and  this  appearing  more  beneficial  than  any 
other  projec't  which  had  been  prefented,  met  with 
the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  meeting.*  In 
confeqiience,  a  letter,  liJ^ned  K.  B.  was  inferted  in 
the  NewcalUe  pitpers,  ftrongly  recommending  a  fub- 
fcription  for  effecting  fo  delirable  an  objefl.  A  fub- 
fcription  was  accordingly  opened,  on  the  9th  of  Feb. 
.1751,  and  foon  attraded  the  notice  of  the  following 
diftinguiftied  charadlers:  the  earl  of  Northumber- 
land, the  lord  bifhop  of  Durham,  lord  Ravenfvvorth, 
Sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart.  George  Bovves,  efq.  the 
mayor  of  Newcaftle,  (Ralph  Sowerby,  efq.)  Sir  T. 

Clavering, 


•  Mr.  Jofeph  Airey,  Mr.  George  and  Mr.  Ra^h  HeaAte, 
and  Mr.  Richard  Burdus,  were  alfo  members  of  this  fociety,  and 
the  carUeft  bcnefaftors  to  the  Infirmarf. 
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Clavering,  bart.  Sir  Henry  Gr^ey,  bart.  and  Matthew 
Ridley,  efq.  To  introduce  the  names  of  all  th^ 
benpfaclorsi  to  this  ufeful  eftublifliment  would  for  ex- 
ceed  the  limits  prefcribed  to  this  (ketch  :  but,  in 
grateful  teftimony  of  the  benevolence  of  the  original 
coatributors  to  the  building,  a  lift  of  their  names  and 
dorigupns  is  fubjoined« 

'f  On  the  21  ft  of  March,  ^751,  it  was  refolved  to 
carry  tbo  charity  into  ima^diate  effect ;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  a  temporary  houie,  capable  of  holding 
twenty-three  beds,  was  hired ;  and  application  was 
made  to.  the  corporation  for  a  piece  of  ground  on  the 
Fort|xb$inks«  on  which  the  infirmary  now  ftands. 

**  Oa  the  5th  of  September  the  firft  ftone  of  the 
building  was  laid  by  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Jofeph  But- 
ler, lord  bifliop  of  Durham;  and  on  the  8th  of  Od. 
1752,  the  edifice  being  completely  fitted  up,  was 
opened  for  the  reception  of  patients. 

"  The  Infirmary  ftands  in  an  open,  dry,  elevated 
fituation,  at  ^  fhort  diftance  from  the  town,  and  from 
the  river  Tyne.  The  out-grouuds  are  convenient, 
and  command  a  pleafing;  profped  of  the  adjoining 
country.  Thp  building  is  of  ftone,  and  prefents  a 
plain  but  elegant  front  to  the  fouth  ;  fronx  the  eaftern 
extremity  there  runs  northward  a  fpacious  wing  front- 
ing thp  eaft.  The  principal,  or  fouth  front,  contains 
four  ftories,  the  bafement,  the  ground  floor,  the 
chamber,  and  the  attic.  The  wing  is  two  ftories 
high,  with  ^n  attic  ward  at  its  northern  extremity. 
The  ground  floor  is  thirteen  feet,  the  chamber  twelve, 
and  the  attic  ftory  nine  feet  high.  The  offices  are 
placed  behind  the  front  and  the  wing,  with  which 
they  nearly  form  a  quadrangle,  incloling  a  fquare 

S  s  2  paved 
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paved  yard ;  but  the  offices  being  low,  the  Infirmary, 
from  without,  is  capable  of  a  complete  ventilation. 

••  With  refpeft  to  interior  arrangements,  it  has  hi- 
therto had  all  the  faults  of  the  older  hofpitals.  Some 
of  the  wards  are  too  large,  and  all  of  them  too  much 
crowded.  The  galleries  in  the  wing,  which  ought 
to  have  a£ted  as  ventilators  to  the  houfe,  being  clofed 
up  at  one  end,  the  ventilation  is  completely  obftruft- 
ed ;  while  an  ill-contrived  neceflary,  placed  in  eacb^ 
contaminates  the  air.  One  room  only  is  fet  apart 
for  the  reception  of  a  fingle  patient,  when  aSeiSed 
with  a  dangerous  difeafe  :  and  it  is  allotted  for  thofe 
who  have  undergone  the  operation  of  lithotomy.  All 
the  bedfteads  in  the  houfe  are  made  of  wood,  and 
have  flock-mattraiTes. 

Plan  for  the  internal  improvement  and  extcnfion  oj 

the  Infirmary. 

^*  From  this  account  of  the  interior  arrangements 
of  the  Infirmary,  it  will  appear,  that  it  has  hitherto 
been  by  no  means  fo  well  calculated  as  might  have 
been  wiflied,  for  giving  relief  in  thofe  difeafes  in 
which  quiet,  reil,  and  pure  air,  are  eilential  to  reco- 
very. In  large  wards,  where  mutual  mifery  and  dii- 
turbance  continually  prevail,  the  difeafes  of  patients 
are  often  in  danger  of  being  rather  aggravated,  than 
remedied  or  relieved. 

*  xV  qucftion  then  naturally  occurs,  ^  Are  thcfe 
evils  neceflarily  and  infeparably  attached  to  Infirma- 
11  s  ?  Or  do  they  fpring  from  faults  which  are  capa- 
Ik^  of  being  redtified  ?*  With  a  view  to  attrad  the 
•^:riontion  and  known  humanity  of  the  fupporiers  of 
tins  inftitution  to  the  confideratiofi  of  a  queftion  fo 
iiDpoiiant,  a  printed  paper,  in  die  fqrm  of  a  letter, 

was 
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was  tranfmittcd  by  Dr.  Clark  to  every  governor,  on 
the  nth  of  June,  i8oi,  containing  the  *  refult  of  an 
cnqairy  into  the  ftate  of  various  Infirmaries ;  a  com- 
parative view  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  pradicc  in  the 
improved,  and  in  the  older  hofpitals ;  and  a  propofal 
for  the  internal  improvement  and  extenfion  of  that 
at  Ncwcaftle.' 

*•  In  confequence  of  the  remarks  contained  in  this 
paper,  the  following  governors,  together  with  the 
phyficians  and  furgcons  of  the  charity,  were,  at  a 
fpccial  court  held  on  Thurfday,  June  25,  (Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  hart.  M.  P,  in  the  chair)  appointed  a  com* 
mittee,  •  for  the  purpofe  of  conlidering  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  prcfpofed  internal  government  of  the  In- 
firmary, procuring  plans  of  the  propofed  extenfion 
of  the  building,  and  eftimates  of  the  expcnccs  at* 
tending  the  fame,  and  caufing  a  report  of  tUeir  pro- 
ceedings and  opinion  thereon  to  be  printed  and  cir- 
culated among  the  governors,  previous  to  the  anoi^- 
verlary  meeting  in  Auguft :"  viz. 

Thomas  Bigg?,  efq*  James  Lofk,  efq. 

Nathaniel  Clayton^  efq.  Charles  Ogle,  efq. 

Thomas  Gibfon,  efq.  Rer.  Dr.  FroiTer. 

Tho.  £•  Headlam,  efq.  K.  H.  Williamfon,  dq. 

Anth.  Hopper,  efq.  Nich.  Walton,  efq, 

William  JLloydy  efq.  Rev.  Jona.  W4toii. 

^•On  the  21ft  of  July,  the  above  committee,  har* 
ing  previoufly  with  great  attention  examined  the  in- 
ternal ftate  of  the  Infirmary,  circulated  among  the 
governors  a  moft  important  report  on  the  defects  of 
the  Infirmary,  and  the  moft  efteftual  means  of  reme- 
dying them. 

•*  The  principal  caufe  of  the  contamination  of  the 
air  in  the  whole  houfe/'  the  committee  obferve, 

•*  arifes 
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**  arifes  from  the  long  ward  on  the  ground  floor  of  the 
wing  (containing  twenty  beds),  and  that  imai^di» 
ately  adjoining  (containing  feven  beds),  which  froa\ 
their  fituation  will  not  admit  of  being  converted  into 
well-ajred  lodging  rooms."  They  prupofe  **  to  con- 
vert tbefe  into  phyiicians'  and  furgeous'  conflating 
rooms,  i  waiting  hall  for  the  patients,  and  a  difpen- 
isLvy^  (^11  of  w.hif:h  n^ceilary  accommodations  ape  at 
prefent  very,  iraperfedt)  and  to  remove  ^n  extremely 
ofFenfive  neceflary  in  the  p^ITage."  The  committee 
cppfider  the  long  ward  on  *•  tl^e  fecond  floor  of  the 
vying  (containing  twenty-three  beds)  capable  of 
complete  ventilation,  by  fubllituting  a  water-clofet 
for  tli^  npceflz^ry,  oppningj  the  gallery  at  each  end, 
and  dividing  the  ward  into  three  apartments,  con- 
taining fix  beds  each.  The  adjoining  ward  on  the 
faime  floor  of  the  wing,  they  would  convert  into  a 
dining-room  for  the  female  patients;  and  that  im- 
mediately above,  into  a  comfortable  apartment  for 
three  patients." 

The  wards  in  the  front  appeared  alfp  '*  too.  much 
crowded,  and  in  fummer  to  fufFer  much  from  the 
heat  of  the  fun,"  The  committee  proppfe,  **  that 
inftead  of  eleven,  thefp  vyards  fhall  contain  only  fe- 
ven beds  each,  and  that  every  window  have  ftrong 
Venetian  blinds  on  the  outfide.  Alfo  that  two 
fm^U  rooms,  now  differently  occupied,  be  converted 
into  wards,  each  to  contain  t\vo  bpds." 

*'  To  obtain  a  fucceffion  of  pure,  frefh  air/*  they 
recommend,  "  that  every  window  have  a  portion  of 
^^ph  pane  in  the  top  of  the  upper  falh  cut  away« 
and  a  frame  of  glafs  placed  on  a  crofs  bar,  moveable 
on  it  by  binges,  fo  as  to  make  a  greater  or  lefs  angle 
with  the  window,  ^nd  coafequently  to  admit  more 

or 
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or  lefs  air  at  pleafure,  rifirig  towards  the  cieiing.f 
Alfo  that  apertures  be  made  through  the  walis  into 
the  gallery,  oppofite  to  the  windows  in  each  ward ; 
having  doors  turning  on  fwivels,  which  may,  if  ne- 
ceflary,  be  locked,  to  preVelit  the  patients  from 
(hutting  them." 

"  As  bedfteads  conflruded  of  wood  are  prolific 
fources  for  the  propagation  of  vermin,  and  as  com- 
plete cleanlinefs  cannot  be  effected  in  Infirmaries 
where  fuch  furniture  is  ufed/'  the  comhiittee  alfo 
propofe  to  have  **  all  the  bedfteads  made  of  ham- 
mered iron,  with  joints,  to  turn  up  in  the  day  time, 
and  to  ftand  with  their  heads  againft  the  wall.  Some 
of  the  iron  bedfteads,  in  every  ward,  to  have  a  fcrew 
to  raife  or  lower  the  back,  for  altering  the  pofition  of 
patients. when  in  a  weak  ftate/' 

*'  Having  pointed  out  thefe  improvements,  the 
committee  declare  it  to  be  their  *"  decided  opinion, 
that  the  air  can  never  be  kept  pure,  if  more  than 
fifty  patients  are  admitted  into  the  old  building.  Ac- 
commodations  will  therefore  be  wanting  for  thirty- 
four  in-patients,  according  to  the  prefent  eftablifii- 
ment,  as  well  as  feparate  rooms  for  patients  under 

dan- 


f  Still  more  cfiFe^ally  to  diffufe  the  air  equally,  it  is  pro- 
pofed  to  convey  it  from  without,  \>j  a  wooden  tube  placed  under 
Ac  floor,  and  opening  into  the  middle  of  each  room,  with  a  valve 
to  (hut  at  plcafure  ;  and  to  carry  off  the  \'?t!ated  air,  by  means  of 
an  aperture  and  valve  in  the  cieling,  immediately  above  the  open- 
ing in  the  floor  below,  communicating  with  a  fimilar  tube,  which 
terminates  in  a  brick  funnel,  running  parallel  with  the  chimney, 
to  the  top  of  the  building.  In  calm  weather,  or  when  tlie  at- 
inofphcre  in  aiiy  of  the  wards  becomes  tainted  by  panictilar  dif- 
eafes  of  the  patients,  it  is  propofed  to  fix  a  dove  grate  in  every 
fiinnel  in  die  garret,  to  ac^elemte  the  tAotion  of  the  m, 
carry  off  contagious  vapours. 
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dangerous  difeafes,  and  after  operations  of  magni- 
tude, when  pcrfeft  quiet  ^nd  pure  air  are  fo  eflenlial 
to  recovery."  To  embrace  thefe  important  objefts, 
and  to  place  this  charity  on  a  footing  with  the  mod 
approved  Infirmaries,  the  committee  propofe  "  an 

cxtenfion  of  the  building.** 

In  planning  this  extention,  it  was  the  leading  ob- 
jt€t  to  eSt&,  complete  ventilation  both  in  the  neve 
and  in  the  old  houfe.     For  this  reafon  the  quadran- 
gular form  has  been  avoided,  and  the  new  building, 
inftead  of  being  added  as  a  wing  correfpondent  to 
the  other,  is  tq  commence  immediately  where  the 
front  galleries  of  the  prcfent  building  terminate  to- 
wards  the  weft.     Each  ftory  is  to  confift  of  a  finglc 
row  of  wards,  and  a  gallery ,t  which  will  have  a 
fouthern  afpeft,  and  will  communicate  with  thofe  of 
the  old  houfe  ;  by  which  means  a  thorough  ventila. 
tion  of  both  buildings  will  be  fecured  ;   while  the 
new  wards  will  not  only  enjoy  the  benefit  of  every 
contrivance  for  ventilation  which  has  already  been 
mentioned,  but,  having  a  northern  afpedl,  will  be 
proteded  from  the  inconvenience  of  the  heat  in  fum- 
mer,  experienced  in  the  old  houfe.     Still  more  effec- 
tually to  fecure  a  fupply  of  frefh,  pure  air,  ventilat- 
ing crofs  galleries,  with  a  fire  place  in  each,  are  pro- 
pofed  to  be  conftruded  in  the  fecond  and  third  fto^ 
ries,  between  the  new  and  the  old  building:     Thefe 
are  alfo  to  ferve  the  purpofe  of  dining-rooms  for  the 
male  patients,  and  fuch  patients  as  are  able  to  fit  up 
are  to  remain  in  them  fome  hours  daily,    during 

which 


f  The  new  ballding  'will  be  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet 
long»  and  the  gallery  fix  feet  fix  inches  broad ;  in  which  the  p9t 
Skms  will  be  aUowed  to  walk  when  the  weather  is  wet» 
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which  time  their  bedding  is  to  be  carried  into  the 
open  air,  and  the  wards  expofed  to  ventilation. 

**  The  committee  having  paid  fo  much  attention  to 
the  obtaining  fupplies  of  pure,  frefh  air,  and  alfo  to 
its  equal  diftribution,  have  further  recommended 
that  a  ufeful  invention  of  Mr.  Mofer's  fliould  be  in- 
troduced in  the  conftrudtion  of  the  new  building,  by 
which  atmofpheric  air,  pafling  through  a  fquare 
opening  made  in  the  wail  on  a  level  with  the  floor  in 
the  bafement  (lory,  is  heated  by  a  fand-bath,  and  is 
conveyed,  by  earthen  tubes  placed  perpendicularly, 
into  the  galleries,  and  thence  into  the  wards. 

"  Each  ward,  containing  fix  bedfleads,  will  have 
two  windows  in  front,  and  alfo  two  faHied  windows  in 
the  back  wall,  in  a  direA  line  with  thofe  in  the  front 
and  in  the  gallery.  The  wards  with  two  beds  will 
have  each  a  window  in  front,  and  alfo  in  the  back 
wall,  in  the  fame  diredion.  By  this  means  the  mod 
complete  thorough  ventilation  may  be  obtained  at  all 
times.  The  bafement  ftory,  eleven  feet  high,  will 
contain  hot,  cold,  vapour,  and  fhower  baths,  a  laun- 
dry, and  other  requifite  offices.  The  fecond  and 
third  {lories,  fourteen  feet  high,  will  contain  four 
wards,  each  twenty-five^by  twenty-four,  capable  of 
holding  iix  beds  each ;  and  the  fourth  fiory,  five 
rooms,  each  twenty-five  by  twelve,  in  which  are  to 
be  lodged  only  one  patient,  and  a  convalefcent  or  a 
nurfe.  Thefe  rooms  are  to  be  allotted  to  patients 
in  dangerous  complaints,  or  after  operations  of  mag-- 
nitude,  and  are  therefore  properly  placed  on  the 
fame  floor  with  the  operation*room. 

"  To  the  weft  end  of  the  new  building  it  is  propofed 
to  annex  two  wards  with  fix  bedfteads  each,  and 
two  wards  with  two  bedfteads  each,  together  with  a 

T't  kitchen. 
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kitchen,  waih-houfe,  and  water-clofet,  for  infe^liou^ 
fevers  of  accidental  occurrence.  There  wHl  be  a 
door  at  the  end  of  the  gallery,  communicating  with 
the  ftair-cafe  belonging  to  thefe  wards,  for  the  eon- 
▼enience  of  removing  patients  from  the  Infirmary, 
but  which,  afterwards,  will  be  kept  (hut,  to  prevent 
the  contagion  from  Spreading. 

"  Every  floor  in  the  new  houfe  will  have  a  nurfe's 
room,  fcuUery,  and  water^lofet,  conveniently  fitu- 
ated,  and  abundantly  fupplied  with  water  froni  a 
large  leaden  ciftern,  placed  on  the  top  of  the  new 
building,  where  it  joins  the  old  Infirmary.  Frwn 
this  ciftern  the  wards  in  the  new  building,*  and  wa- 
ter-clofets  and  wards  in  the  old  houfe,  are  alfo  to  be 
fupplied ;  by  which  means  cleanlinefs  wiU  be  more 
readily  and  expeditioufly  effefted. 

••  The  committee  prefented  the  report,  of  which  the 
above  is  an  abridged  account,  to  a  fpecial  court  held 
on  the  4th  of  Auguft,  i8oi.  (Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  bart. 
M.  P.  in  the  chair)  when,  after  mature  deliberadoa, 
and  examination  of  the  pland  and  elevation  of  the 
propofed  new  building,  the  following  motions,  among 
feveral  others,  were  made  by  Sir  J.  E.  Swinburne, 
bart.  and  unanimoufly  agraed  to : 

•«  I.  That  this  court,  being  of  opinion  that  the 
Infirmary,  in  its  prefent  date,  is  but  ill  calculated  to 
anfwrer  the  benevolent  purpofes  of  fuch  an  inftitu* 
tion,  do  approve  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 

dated  21ft  July. 

**  2.  That  a  fubfcription  be  entered  into,  for  the 
purpofe  of  carrying  into  execution  the  plan  propofeA 
by  the  faid  com  nittee,  for  the  improvement  and  e». 

tenfion  of  the  Infirmary/' 

"  The 
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'^  The  fbUorwing  gentletneit,  in  addition  to  the 
former  comraittee,  viz.  Sit  M.  W.  Ridlej,  bart.  M.  P. 
C.  J.  Brandling,  efq.  M.  P.  the  hon.  C.  Grey,  M.  Pj 
T.  R.  Beaumont,  efq  M.  P.  Sir  R.  Milbanke,  hart. 
M.  P.  Rowland  Burden,  efq.  M  P.  the  mayor  of 
Ncwcaftle,  Samuel  Lamon,  efq.  and  the  lev.  Fred, 
£kin$,  were  appointed  a  committee  forimprovement, 
with  full  powers  to  carry  into  cffed  the  objedb  coil- 
tained  in  tire*  report. 

"  The  fubfcription  was  opened  by  a  draft  for  500L 
inclofed  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Ingham,  from  the  duke  of 
Northumberland,  in  which  his  grace  exprcfles,  in  the 
onoft  polite  terms,  his  high  opinion  of  the  utility  of 
the  Infirmarj^  and  his  wiih  that  the  propofed  im- 
ptovements  might  be  carried  into  effed.  The  fums 
fabfcribed  at  this  court  exceeded  1600I. 

•*  On  the  23d  of  September  the  foundation-ftone 
of  the  new  building  was  laid  by  Sir  M,  W.  Ridley, 
bart.  M.  P.  as  reprefentative,  upon  this  occafion,  of 
his  grace  the  duke  of  Northumberland.  The  fub- 
fcription, at  this  time,  amounted  to  2,817!.  3s.  and  it 
is  a  pleafing  circumftance  to  remark,  that  the  repre* 
fentati ves  of  the  moft  diftxnguifhed  families,  connedt* 
cd  with  the  interefts  of  the  three  counties  of  New- 
caAle,  Durham,  and  Northumberland,  have,  with 
the  utmoft  liberality,  humanely  contributed  to  carry 
into  perfection  this  benevolent  inftitution,  eflablifhed 
by  their  anceftors.'* 

It  is  with  unmixed,  encreaiing  fatisfadion,  that  the 
mind  •*  who  fuffers  in  another's  woe,**  dwells  upon 
tbc  efforts  of  the  charitable,  and  the  fkilfully  hu- 
mane, to  alleviate,  if  not  completely  remove,  the 
aunaerou^  calamities  which  often  are  the  lot  of  fuf- 
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fering  humanity ;  and  on  that  account  we  have  been 
rather  copious  in  our  extrads  from  the  authentic 
plan  of  the  admirable  inllitution  of  the  public  Infir« 
mary  of  Newcaftle,  both  in  its  original  ftate,  and  in 
its  intended  improvements,  which  are  rapidly  going 
forward.  We  (hall,  therefore,  only  lay  before  our 
readers  a  very  few  more  interefting  obfervations,  fe- 
ledled  from  the  detailed  account  of  this  noble  cha- 
rity, politely  con^municated  to  us  by  Mr.  Airey,  the 
fecretary. 

In  perufing  the  reports  of  the  profeilional  gentle- 
men, who,  in  order  to  procure  every  degree  of  ufeful 
information,  have  compared  the  plans  of  Infirmaries, 
not  only  in  Great  Britain,  but  of  the  moft  eminent 
'  in  France,  Germany,  Italy,  &c.  v[e  cannot  withhold 
our  mite  of  grateful  acknowledgment  for  their  laud* 
able,  and  we  hope  fucce(sful,  induftry,  in  their  re* 
ports  recently  publifhed. 

'  The  neceflity  and  importance  of  the  principal  im^ 
provements  of  the  Infirmary  are  comprehended  un- 
der the  following  regulations. 

1.  Accommodation  for  in-patients. 

2.  Redu&ion  of  the  nnmber  of  patients  ia  the  wards* 
3*  Regulated  yentilation. 

4«  Cleanlineis. 

5.  The  feparation  of  patients,  and  their  diTifion  and  ar- 

rangement according  to  difeafe. 

6.  Difeafes  which  are  proper  for  reception  into  an  Infir- 

mary, and  thofe  which  ought  not  to  be  receiTed* 

7.  Improvement  of  the  medical  fcience. 

8.  Medical  library,  and  anatomical  preparations. 

Then  follows  a  candid  and  plain  (tatement  of  the 
finances  of  the  Infirmary,  and  the  expence  to  be  in* 
curred  by  its  improvement  and  extenfion.    From 
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legacies,  benefadions,  &c.  the  prefent  annual  in- 
come amounts  to  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
fixty.iix  pounds  eighteen  (hillings.  The  new  im- 
proyements  will  cod  four  thoufand  pounds. 

The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  original  fubfcribers 
towards  building  the  Infirmary  in  the  year  1751. 


Dr.  Buder,  bifhop  of 

Dttrhami  xooL  for 

fi7e  years,  and  to- 
wards the  building  £.  50  o 
Earl  of  NcfHhumberL  200  ^ 
SirWalterBlackett,  bt.  aeo  o 
Bifliop  of  Cloucefter  100  o 
Lady  Windfor  100    o 

Lord  Ra7eafworth  .100  o 
Lord  Crewe's  truflees  100  o 
Mrs.  Tomlinfon,  relidl 

oftheRer.Dr.Tom* 

linfonyofWhickham  100    o 
Meflrs.  Davidfons  and 

Milbank 
Quarterly  meeting  of 

people  called  Qua- 

kersy  Durkam 
John  Steavenfon,  efq. 
Launcelot  Allgood,  efq.  50 
Matthew  Ridley,  efq.      50 
Matthew  White,  efq.      50 
Dr.  Rotheram,  of  Hez» 

ham,  in  part  of  the 

produce  of  a  courie 

of  experimental  phi- 

lofophy  by  him  giren 


xoo    0 


70 
5« 


o 
10 
o 
o 
o 


for  the  benefit  of  this 
charity  £•  42 

Matthew  Bell,  efq.  31 
Thomas  Davifon,  efq.  51 
John  Davifon,  efq.  30 
William  Ord,  efq.  21 

Mr.  T.  Crozier,  London  21 
Mrs.  Martha  White  2 1 
B.  K.  a  perfon  unknown  20 
Mrs.  Whitfield  20 

Richard  Wilkinfon,  efq. 

Durham 
Mrs.  Grace  Ord 
Rev.  Dr.  Bland 
Percival  Clennell,  efq. 
Mifs  ClenneU 
Richard  Grieve,  efq.  of 

Alnwick 
Mr.  S.  Handcock 
Mrs.  Liddell,  of  Newton  10  xo 
Mr.  Daniel  Hodgfon  xo  10 
Sir  Hugh  Lawfon,  bart.  xo  10 
Rev.  Dr.  Eden  10  10 

John  Airey,  efq.  xo  xo 

Hen.  Tho.  Carr,  efq.      10  xo 
Chrift.  Fawcctt,  efq. 
John  Williams,  efq. 


xo 
xo 

o 
o 

o 
o 
o 

o 


20    0 

xo  xo 
xo  xo 

xo  xo 

xo  xo 
xo  xo 


xo  10 
xo  10 
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Subfiribers  towards  the  prefent  extef^ifm  and  iti^ 
frofvement  tftbe  Infirmary,  up  to  Nov.  6,  iScf . 


D.  of  Northiimbcrl.  £»Soo 
Sir  J«  £.  Swinburne,  be  106 
Sir  M*  W.  Ridley,  bart.  100 
Lady  Rtdlej  100 

Sir  C.  Monek^  bftft.  100 
Sir T.ri.JLiddell,  bait  too 
e.  J.  Branding,  efq.  106 
William  Ord,  t^. 
Matthew  Bell,  efq. 
T.  R.  Beaumont,  <(q» 
The  Corpanxiati  of 
Newcadle 


106* 

too 


too 


o 

6 

o 
o 

o 
o 

0 
6 

d 


6 
6 
o 
o 
o 

o 

o 


Lord  biHiop  of  Durham  too 
Lord  Delaval  too 

Earl  of  Tankenrilk        lOO 
Earl  of  Strathmore        100 
Admiral  Roddatn         100' 
Alex.  DaTifon,  efq.       too 
Earl  Cowper  fi  10 

"WilUam  Peareth,  eA|.      50    o 
Hon.  C*  Gf ey,  M.  P.       50 
Mrs*  Harrifon  go 

H.  U.  Reay,  «£{.  50 

C.  W.  Bt^,  efq*  50 

Wllham  Hargta^re,  d^  jjo 
Rowland  Burdoa,  efq.  50 
M.  W.  Ridley,  c^  50 

WilHam  Surteesy  efq.  50 
Sir  R«  MUfbonkei  hart.  30 
John  Silvertop,  tfq*  50 
William  RufleU,efii.  50 
Calverley  Bewicke,  efq.  50 
John  Graham  Clarke,  efq.  2  5 
ifaac  Cookfon,  efq.  25 

John  Walker,  efq.  25 

Charles  Ogle,  efq.  2t 

Nicholas  Walton,  efq.      21 


6 
o 
0 
0 
6 
O 
6 

O 
6 
O 

o 
o 
o 
o 


Df.  Clarke  ti 

Williiim  Inghafn,  ef^.     2 1 
James  Scott,  elq.  31 

Nathaniel  Clayton,  efq.    21 
Rev.  Johft  Favr^ett  ai 

Thomas  SiftipioAi  cQ.      i  1 
Alexandef  Adaifhs,  ef<}.  il 

tt 

iLl 
21 

*6 


o 
to 
o 
6 
o 
o 
o 
6 

0 


Jofeph  ]f orftef ,  ^fq. 
John  T.  Bigger  ttq. 
K.  H.  William^ott,  efq 
Mr.  Robert  Onriftoo 

Mn  John  Barras  10  r6 

Thomste  MaiSrde,  ei^.  id  id 

T.  K«  Headlaiki^  efq.  10  10 

Rev.  F.  £kins  10  16 

Thomas  Bigge,  efq.  10  10 

H.  Ibbicfon,  efq.  10  10 

Mrs.  Ibbetlbn  fo  to 

George  Lake,  efq.  to  10 

Rev,  Dr.  PrOftr  to  10 

Anthony  Hopper,  tC\,  to  to 

Mr.  Edward  Walkct  lo    o 

Samuel  La^od,  tfi|.  5 

Mr.  Smtt^  jl 

James  Lofia,  efq.  5 

W.  O.  W.  Ogle,  «^.  5 

Mr  Thomn  WaMts  5 

Mr  WiUiaita  Lloyd  5 

Rev.  J.  Wahon  5 

Job  Bulman,  dq.  5 

Mr.  F.  Horn  5 

Mr.  Caleb  Angas  5 

Mrs.  Jobling  5 

Barber-Surgeons^  Comp.  5 

Mr.  John  Patterfon  a 

Mr.  John  Airey  * 


o  i  Mr.  H.  Johafon 


5 
5 
S 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 

5 

2 

2 
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Then  follow  ttie  ftatutes  and, rules  for  the  go- 
vernment of  this  charity.  Thefe  regulations,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  in  ?11,  do  great  gredit  to  tjic 
judgment  and  humanity  of  th^  gpv^rnprs,  and  pf  the 
medical  and  furgicjil  members. 

Upon  the  whole,  when  the  new  credlions  fliall  be 
completed,  if  not  the  largeft,  w^  have  no  doubt  it 
will  be  one  of  the  mod  ufeful  and  bed  regulated  in 
Europe. 

The  prefent  eftablifhment  of  the  Infirmary  is  $ts 

follows. 

Grakd  Visitor, 

THE  LORD  BISHOP  OF  DURHAM, 

Presidents, 


Duke  of  Portland, 
Duke  of  Richmond* 


Duke  of  Northumberland, 

Earl  of  Tankcrvillc, 

Earl  of  Darlington,  I  Mayor  of  NewealUe. 

Vice  PRisiDEirTt, 


fiir  Hanj  Grey,  bart. 

Sir  Mat.  Whitf  Ridlej^  bait. 

Sir  Tho.  Hen.  IMifiU  bart. 


Eail  of  Stratbmore, 
Charles  Brandling,  efq. 
Thomas  Richard  BeaamoQt*^ 


T^EAxuREK,  Thoma^i  Maudcy  E(q. 


Physicians. 
John  CUrk,  M.  D 


Surgeons. 
Mr.  Richard  Bryan  Abbi^ 


Mr.  Richard  Kecnlylide, 
Mr.  Frederick  Horn. 


James  Wood,  M.  D.  Mr.  William  Ingham, 

John  Ramfcy,  M.  D.  "'  '  ^ 

Robert  Steavenfon,  M.  D. 

AvoTHccAay,  I  Secretary, 

Mr.  William  Jackfon.  |  Mr.  Johij  Airey* 

Chaplain,  |    .  MAXRoiit 

JUw^  John  EUifoa.  I  Mrs.  Mary  J;|ckfon. 

The  total  nurnber  of  patients  cured  (ince  the 
commencement  of  the  Infirmary  was,  on  the  2d  of 
April,  1801,  ibirty-three  tboufand  and  twenty  feven  ; 
b^des  a  great  number  annoally  diibharged  relieved. 

THE 
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THE  DISPENSARY- 

This  very  humane  Jrrftitution  was  firft  opened  on 
Odober  2,  1777,  ^^  *  ho\xk  in  Pilgrim- ftrect.  But, 
upon  the  funds  for  fupporting  this  laudable  charity 
accumulating,  the  governors  were  enabled  to  make 
a  purchafe  of  the  Mafon's  Lodge,  in  low  f  riar-ftrect. 
This  is  an  elegant  and  well-finilhed  ftrudure,  and 
perfedly  adapted  for  a  Difpenfary.  It  is  adorned 
ivith  a  fine  front,  on  which  is  cut  out  the  date  of  the 
commencement  of  the  inftitution. 

We  will  not  enter  tedioufly  into  an  enumeration 
of  the  regulations  of  this  charity,  tut  curforily  note 
forae  of  the  moft  important  to  be  known  by  the  in- 
habitants. 

•  •  •  • 

In  general,  "the  defign  of  this  inftitution  is  to  fid- 
minifter  advice  and  medicines  to  the  poor  confined 
to  their  own  habitations  by  fickniefs."  The  liittits 
for  vifiting  the  patients  are  Shields  road  bridge  to 
the  eal^iivard,  and  the  utmoft  extent  of  the  town  to 
the  weft,  north,  and  fouth,  including  the  borough  of 
Gatefliead. 

The  objcds  of  this  Difpenfary  are  to  be  fych  poor 
inhabitants  as  cannot  receive  proper  relief  from  the 
Newcaftle  Infirmary,  either  on  account  of  the  natorc 
of  the'^r  difcafe,  or  when  unfafe  for  them  to  wait  till 
the  day  of  admiffion.        •  -  •    - ' 

The  apothecary  is  to  rcfide  at  the  Difpcnfaryi  to 
receive  letters  of  recommendauon,  and  to  kee^  a^re- 
gifterof  the  patients;  but  is  not  to  praftife  out  of 
the  Difpenfary  on  his  own.account,  -  ^ 

The  mayor,  or  any  of  the  aldermen,  are  to  recona- 
mend  for  the  corporation,  and  the  ftewards  for  the 

members  of  their  company. 

Each 
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Each  fubfcriber  of  a  guinea  has  a  power  of  recom- 
mending fouf  patients  annually ;  two  guineas,  eight ; 
and,  when  paid  annually,  conftitutes  the  fubfcriber 
a  governor.  Ten  guineas  at  one  payment  conftitute 
a  governor  for  life,  with  a  right  to  recommend  eight 
patients.* 

Such  was  the  original  plan  of  this  admirable  cha- 
rity, as  inftituted  1777.  It,  no  doubt,  will  aflford 
the  compaifionate  and  humane  lingular  pleafure  to 
fee,  by  the  fubfequent  ab(lra£t  from  the  account 
recently  publifhed,  the  gradual  and  encreafing  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  Difpenfary,  from  its  inftitution  to  Mi- 
chaelmas i8oi« 

Its  prefent  eftabli(hment  is  as  follows  T 

PATftoN, 

THE  DUKE  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND. 

PRESIDCNTS, 


Marquis  o^  Bute, 

Sir  Mat.  White  Ridley,  bart. 

Sir  Tho.  Hen.  Liddcll,  bart. 


Charles  Brandling,  efqt. 
George  Baker,  efq. 
JoTeph  Foritcr,  cfq.  mayor. 


Vicx  PaasiDMTs,  C 


Ralph  Atkinfon,  efq. 
Rev.  Dr.  Proffer. 


Ralph  Carr,  efq. 
Rowland  Burdon*  efq. 

Matthew  Liddell,  efq.  I  Mr.  Robert  Doublcday. 

Physicians. 


Dr.  Clark, 
Dr.  Young, 
Dr.  BATofjLjf 


Dr.  Wood, 
Dr.  Stcavenfon, 
Dr.  Pearfon. 


SVRGIUV.  I  V1SITINO  SvKGton.' 

lit.  Anderfcn.  I  Mr.  Murray. 

Apothecart,  Mr.  Wilkfe. 

The  report   obferves,  that  this  charity  embraces 
three  important  objeds,  Tiz.  relieving  difeafes  inge* 

U  u  neral^ 
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neraly  promoting  inoculation^  and  rejloring  fujpendid 
animation  by  drownings  &c.  Thefe  are  divided  into 
three  departments. 

.  **  The  number  of  patients  admitted  in  the  courfc 
of  the  prefent  year  (1801),  and  the  fuccefs  of  the 
pradUce  in  their  feveral  difeafes,  are  exhibited  in  an 
annexed  table  ;  and  when  it  is  compared  with  thofe 
formerly  publi(hed»  it  will  appear  that,  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  charity,  tbirtyjix  tboufand 
feven  hundred  and  Jtxty-feven  patients  have  been  ad* 
niitted,  of  whom  tbirty-tbree  tboufand  feven  bundred 
and  forty  two  have  been  cured. 

"  From  this  table  it  alfo  appears,  thki  four  bundred 
and  twenty-five  patients,  labouring  under  fevers, 
were  admitted  during  the  courfe  of  the  year,  Tti^ 
unufual  prevalence  of  this  difeafe,  not  in  Newcaftle, 
but  in  mod  of  the  large  towns  in  the  kingdom,  can 
only  be  imputed  tq  the  fcarcity,  the  bad  quality, 
and  the  high  price,  of  provifions.  The  harveft  in 
1800  was  late;  the  grain  and  potatoes  damaged; 
and  therefore  the  food  of  the  poor  has  not  only  been 
fcanty,  but  afforded  little  nutriment.  It  has,  how- 
ever, fortunately  happened,  that  the  fever  was  trad- 
able; and,  from  the  exertions  of  this  charity,  few 
died.  But  the  good  effefts  of  this  department  of  the 
Difpcnfary  have  not  been  confined  to  the  poor  alone, 
who  are  its  immediate  objeds ;  for  in  fevers^  and 
other  infeSlious  difeafes^  rules  of  prevention  are  car- 
ried into  execution  ;  by  which  means  contagion  has 
often  been  entirely  fuppreffcd,  and  its  propagation, 
if  not  always  prevented,  kept  within  narrow  limits. 
Hence  Newcaftle,  for  many  years  paft,  has  been,  in 
ft  great  meafure,  exempted  from  epidemic  difeafes." 

In 
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In  even  the  mod  fatal  of  all  difeafes^  fuch  as  drop« 
fies,  palfies,  and  other  diforders  proceeding  from 
worn-out  conftitutions,  or  the  decays  of  old  age, 
where,  though  death  is  inevitable,  yet  humanity  "will 
prompt  the  phyficians,  furgeons,  and  apothecary,  to 
contribute  every  aid  from  medicine,  to  foften  and 
alleviate  painful  fymptoms.  In  doing  fo,  thefe  (kil- 
ful  profeflional  men  will  have  their  reward  in  their 
own  breafts ! 

Inoculation. — Since  the  commencement  of  the 
Difpenfary,  three  tboufand  and  forty-four  have  been 
inoculated,  of  which  only  fix  died.  The  natural 
finall'pox  ufually  carries  off  one  in  Jix,  **  Therefore, 
had  the  number  above  inoculated  taken  the  natural 
Mtak^  Jive  hundred  andfeven  would  have  died;  and 
if  the  fix  patients  who  died  under  the  different  ino« 
culations  be  dedudled  from  the  lad  numbers,  five 
hundred  and  one  will  remain,  as  the  lives  faved  by 
inoculation.** 

"  A  moft  providential  difcovery  having  been  made, 
that  the  cow-pox,  a  difeafe  to  which  that  animal  is 
fubjetfl  in  fome  of  the  fouthern  counties  of  this 
ifland,  when  taken  by  perfons  who  milked  the  cow, 
rendered  them  ever  afterwards  unfufceptible  of  re- 
ceiving the  infcdlion;  which  being  eftablilhed  by 
various  and  numerous  inoculations  of  the  matter 
from  the  cow-pock  ;  it  alfo  appearing  that  the  vac^ 
cine  was  attended  with  much  lefs  rifk  than  the  va^ 
riolous  inoculation,  and  that  patients  under  the 
cow-pox  did  not  propagate  contagion ;  it  was  judged 
an  indifpenfible  duty  to  adopt  this  pradlice  at  the 
Difpenfary.'* 

The  firft  vaccine  inoculation  was  performed  in  the 
fpring  of  this  prefent  year ;  the  fuccefs  of  which  has 
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proved  greater  than  even  the  mod  fanguine  mind 
cxpedled ;  for,  of  two  hundred  and  jiflten  children 
inoculated,  only  two  failed  in  taking  the  difeaCe,  and 
all  of  them  happily  recovered. 

**  It  was  purpofed  to  fubjeft  a  fufficient  number  of 
the  children,  who  had  undergone  the  vaccine  pox, 
Tto  variolous  inoculation,  in  order  to  confirm,  by 
ocular  evidence,  the  certainty  of  the  former  being 
an  antidote  to  the  latter  difeafe.  But  fuch  was  the 
prejudice  of  the  parents,  that  only  two  of  the  chil- 
dren who  had  pafled  thnmgh  the  cow-po^  were  al- 
lowed to  be  inoculated  for  the  fmall-pox,  and  it  pro- 
duced no  difeafe.  But  we  arc  happy  in  adding,  that 
the  fafety  and  fecurity  of  vaccine  inoculation  now 
Hands  upon  a  very  broad  bafis  of  experiment ;  for  it 
appears,  from  the  report  of  the  Vaccine  Society,  in- 
ftituted  in  London,  which  haa  been  lately  publiOied, 
that  K>fjixty  thoufand  perfons  who  have  been  already 
inoculated,  it  is  doubtful  whether  four  have  died ; 
and  that  of  ten  thoufand  who  have  been  re-.inoculated 
with  the  fmall-pox,  not  afingle  welUattefled  cafe  bat 
been  produced  of  the  patieqt  having  taken  the  dif* 
temper/' 

We  fliall  clofe  our  account  of  the  Difpenfary  by 
obferving,  that  in  the  prefervative  department  the 
governors  have  alfo  difplayed  their  philanthropy,  in 
providing  and  placins;  in  proper  houfes  the  neceflary 
inftruments  and  medicines  for  reftonng  fufpended 
animation.  The  faculty  in  Newcallle,  Shields,  How* 
den-pans,  Winlaton,  Swalwell,  and  Ne^bu^n,  arc 
medical  affiilants ;  and  fuch  plain  directions  have 
been  pubiilhed,  that  any  fpedator  may  render  affiil- 
ance  to  a  fcHow-creature  on  the  firil  emergency. 

LYING- 
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LYING-IN   HOSPITAL. 
For  poor  Married  Women. 

This  compaflionate  inftitution  was  firft  opened  in 
Rofemary4ane,  Odobcr  t,  1760,  The  hofpital  is 
fituated  in  a  retired  fpot,  healthy  and  airy,  and  very 
fuitable  for  the  purpofe.  Tlie  accommodations,  at* 
tention,  and  delicacy  towards  the  patients,  are,  like 
the  other  humane  inftitutions  of  Newcaftle,  laudable 
and  exemplary. 

This  is  over  the  front  door  >'LicenJed  for  tbe 
public  reception  ofpre^ant  w&men,  purfuant  to  an 
aSl  of  parliament  pajfed  in  tbe  i^tb  year  of  tbe  reijn 
of  George  tbe  tbird. 

On  the  inner  fide  of  the  maiti  door  there  is  tat  in- 
fcription  over  a  charity-box,  truly  appofite : 

"BECAUSE  THERE  WAS  KO  ROOM  FOR  BER  IN  THE  !»»•»• 

The  following  is  the  eftablifliment, 

Pkbsidsnt, 

THE  DUKE  OF  PORTLAND. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Sir  Matt.  W.  Ridley,  bart.    I  Ralph  Carr,  rfq. 

Charles  Brandling,  cfq.  |  Mailer  of  the  TrinityJiouft. 

TrEASURKR,  I  CHAPLAtll, 

Mr.  James  Atkinfoa.  |  Rev.  M.  Manners* 

PhYSICIAM,  J  SUROEOH, 

Dr.  Wood.  I  Mr.  Bowes  F.nwick. 

MAtRON  and  Minwirg,        (  For  Out.Patismt$» 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  R^cd.  J  Twelve  Midwives. 

The  rules  in  general  are  liniilar  to  thofe  of  the 
other  charitable  inftitutions,  but  upon  a  fnialler  icale. 
Women  are  to  De  recommendea  by  fubfcribers,  and 
muft  produce  certificates  of  their  marriage,  if  fud- 
denly  taken  ill,  the  matron  mull  attend  them  ^t 

their 
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their  own  habitations^  or  there  is  a  chair  provided 
by  the  charity  to  convey  them  to  the  hofpital. 

The  phyfician  and  Airgeon,  both  (killed  in  mid- 
wifery, are  to  deliver  the  women  in  all  difficult  cafes, 
inftrud  the  midwives,  and  ad  in  their  refpedive  ca- 
pacities. \ 

The  matron  mud  be  a  midwife,  and  deliver  in  or- 
dinary cafes^ 

The  number  admitted  lince  the  firft  opening  to 
the  prefect  time  amounts  to  upwards  of  a,ooo. 

In  the  year  1761,  a  fimilar  charity  was  inftituted 
loT  poor  lying-in  women  at  their  own  houfes  in  New- 
caille  and  Gatelhead.  They  enjoy  the  aid  of  the 
midwife  in  ordinary  cafes ;  and  in  cafes  difficult  and 
dangerous,  two  furgeons  attend.  They  have  every 
neceflary  fupport  during  the  month,  with  foroe  pecu- 
niary gratuity  to  aid  the  family  while  the  mother  is 
thus  incapacitated.. 

It  pains  humanity  to  be  informed,  that,  owing  to 
the  death  of  feveral  of  the  principal  fubfcribers,  &c. 
and  the  late  heavy  preflures,  the  funds  are  in  a  Ian- 
guifhing  ilate.  Ye  bounteous  and  liberal-minded 
faur  ones,  remember  ^'  your  Jiflers  of  low  degree!'* 
and  relieve  the  wants  of  their  poor,  hclplefs,  young 
families,  when  in  a  ftate,  which,  however  painful, 
it  is  the  wilh  and  pride  of  every  female  to  be. 
**  Give  me  ebildren^  or  I  die  r  faid  one  of  your  fex 
in  ancient  times.  She  obtained  her  wifli,  and  died 
in  confequence! 

The  greateft  of  the  patriarchs  entertained  angels 
unawares.  You,  by  kind  lelief,  may  be  the  means 
of  bringing  a  future  Newton  or  a  Locke  mto  the 
world,  to  be  the  ornaments  of  their  admiring  coun- 
try. 

FRIEND. 
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FRIENDLESS  POOR  SOCIETY. 

A  benevolent  inftitution  was  formed  in  this  town  ia 
the  year  1797,  the  objcft  of  which  is  to  afford  relief 
to  the  friendlefs  poor,  and  to  difleminate  the  princi- 
ples of  virtue  and  religion  among  the  lower  orders  of 
j  the  people.  It  is  chiefly  patronized  by  the  diflenting 
minifters ;  but  we  are  forry  to  fay,  that  its  funds  are 
not  in  fo  fiourifliing  a  (late,  as  fuch  a  truly  laudable 
fociety  merits.  Their  place  of  meeting  is  at  the 
Baptift  chapel,  Tuthil-ftairs. 

LUNATIC  ASYLUMS. 

From  the  faofpitals  of  thofe  labouring  under  the 
afflidtions  of  the  body,  we  come  to  the  defcription  of 
thofe  appropriated  to  fuch  as  are  overwhelmed  with 
the  infinitely  worfe  diforder  of  the  mind.  Babylon, 
Perfepolis,  Palmyra,  in  ruins ;  their  palaces,  temples, 
ftately  columns,  overthrown  in  duft,  are  not,  to  the 
fympathifing  eye,  a  fight  fo  afflifting,  as  the  ruins  of 
the  human  tnteUe£l  !\ 

Odlober  7,  1 765,  it  having  been  reprefented  to  the 
corporation  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  that  a  piece  of 

ground 

f  Dr.  Charteris,  in  his  admirable  fermon  on  Alms,  obferres, 
tbat  Dean  Swift,  feeling  in  himfelf  fymptoms  of  approaching 
lunacy,  laid  out  twelre  thoufand  pounds,  which  he  had  faved, 
on  endowing  an  bofpital  for  fuch  as  (bould  be  afflided  with  dilft 
frightful  calamity.  The  celebrated  Dr.  Young  tells  us,  in  his 
CmjeSuret  on  Oripnai  Compofitiofif  that  Addifon,  Pope,  and  him'* 
felf,  being  in  Ireland,  on  a  vifit  to  the  dean,  and  taking  a  walk 
out  with  him  to  a  field,  they  obfenred  him  fall  behind  them  for 
in  unufual  time,  and  *<  i  going  back/'  fays  Dr.  Young,  '<  found 
him  like  a  ftatue  with  bis  eyes  fixed  upon  a  tree  blafted  at  the 

top." 
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ground  was  wanted  for  the  lite  of  an  hofpital,  in- 
tended to  be  ereded.in  or  near  to  that  town,  for  lu- 
natics belonging  to  the  counties  of  Northumberland, 
-Durham,  and  Newcaftle,  the  Warden^s  Clofe,  a  field 
without  the  walls  of  the  town,  between  Newgate 
and  Weftgate,  having  been  judged  the  moft  proper 
fituation  for  it,  a  committee  of  the  common-council 
was  appointed  to  portion  off  a  part  thereof  for  that 
purpofe ;  upon  whofe  report  that  they  had  meafured 
and  flaked  out  a  plot  of  ground  for  the  fite  of  the 
intended  hofpital,  the  corporation  ordered  a  leafe  to 
be  granted  in  truft  from  the  Chriflmas-day  foUoiving, 
for  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years,  under  an  annual 
rent  of  two  fliillings  and  fixpence  :  as  alfo  leave  for 
a  pafiage  into  Gallowgate  for  the  convenience  of  the 
faid  hofpital. — Common-council  books: 

This  building  is  in  a  retired  fituation,  airy  and 
healthful.  The  conveniences  are  numerous ;  the 
treatment  of  the  unhappy  patients  humane,  and  Tuit- 
able  to  their  fituations;  from  whence  many  have  re- 
turned perfeftly  recovered.  It  is  under  the  dirediioa 
of  Robert  Wood,  M.  D. 

Another,  named  Bel  grove,  (formerly  St.  Luke's) 
upon  a  fmaller  fcale,  is  ereAed  on  the  Leazes^  and  is 
un^er  the  management  of  J.  Steavenfon,  M.  D. 

A  third 

top."  *^  I  iliall  be  like  that  tree/'  faid  he^  with  great  emotion  } 
**  I  (ball  die  at  top !''  And  fbon  after^  he  was  rexnovedy  for  in* 
curable  lormc7»  to  that  very  hofpital,  which  he  had  humanel  j 
founded  for  others  l-whezcy  painful  to  relate !  he  was  (hewn  to  the 
gazing  i^£tators  for  fixpence  a-piece  !  The  roonfter  of  a  keeper* 
pointing  at  ism^  who  was  perhaps  the  moft  brilliant  wit,  and»  in 
6rious  fubjedsy  the  moA  correct  writer  of  his  age,  now  (taring; 
at  the  beholders  with  a  ^ideoui  afpe^ ;  **  That  maniact"  (aid 
fce,  «  is  D^n  S^ift  /" 
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A  third  hofpital  of  the  fame  kind  is  built  on  the 
edge  of  Gatefhead  common,  at  Benfliam,  and  is  di- 
refted  by  Robert  Wood,  M.  D. 

At  all  thefe  hofpitals  the  patients  are  treated  with 
ikill  and  humanity. 

Without  meaning  the  lead  offence  to  the  gentle- 
men who  condu<Jl  the  houfes  of  this  defcription  here, 
ofwhtm  we  have  a  very  high  opinion,  we  cannot 
help  obferving,  in  this  place,  that  the  plan  adopted 
by  Dr.  Hunter,  of  York,  in  the  treatment  of  maniacs, 
which  has  been  fo  eminently  fuccefsful,  is  well  worthy 
attention,  and,  we  will  venture  to  add,  imitation,  as  it 
appears  to  be  founded  on  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  nature  of  the  human  mind.  His  method, 
we  believe,  differs  eflTentially  from  that  of  mofl  others. 
Relinquifhing  all  coercive  meafures,  and  carefully  re- 
moving from  the  unhappy  patient  all  appearance  of 
conllraint,  he  ailiils  their  return  to  reafon  by  a  mild 
and  gentle  treatment.  So  numerous  are  the  ftages, 
and  fo  highly  diverfified  the  appearances  of  this  me- 
lancholy diforder,  that  to  attempt  a  definition  or  de- 
fcription of  it  would  include  a  vaft  portion  of  the  hu- 
man race, — few,  very  few  of  whom  have  the  benefit 
of  medical  aid ;  but,  were  this  mode  of  treatment 
generally  adopted  by  thofe  connec^d  with  them, 
might  we  not  expeA  that  their  number  would  be 
greatly  reduced  ?  that  the  laft  fad  ilage,  when  the 
patient  is  become  totally  uiifit  for  commerce  with  his 
fpecies,  might  be  frequently  averted ;  and  medical 
affiftance,  in  a  great  meafure,  rendered  unneceiTary  ? 

THE  BATHS. 

Man  is  not  an  aquatic  animal :  and  yet,  to  have 
accompanied  captain  Cook,  in  his  voyages  in  the 
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fouthern  ocean,  and  to  have  obferved  the  natives,  of 
both  fexes,  of  the  Friendly  and  Sandwich  iflands,  &c. 
almoft  inceflpdntly  fwimming  in  the  neighbouring 
ocean,  and  braving  the  waves  when  running  fright- 
fully high,  either  ikimming  over  the  liquid  precipices, 
with  all  the  facility  of  the  finny  race,  or  (hooting 
through  the  balls  of  watery  mountains,  and  re-appear- 
ing  on  the  fummit  of  the  waves,  not  only  without 
difmay,  but  enjoying  the  daring  exertion  with  ftrong 
expreffions  of  fatisfadion,  and  that  too  for  many  hours 
together,  would  almoft  induce  us  to  believe,  that  man 
is  more  nearly  allied  to  the  fcaly  tribe  than  is  gene- 
rally imagined. 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Franklin,  that  friend  of  philo- 
fophy  and  of  man,  obferves,  that  the  whole  human 
frame  is  fpecifically  lighter  than  water,  the  head  only 
excepted,  which  confifting  principally  of  bone,  ftrong 
and  compacted,  for  the  defence  of  the  brain,  is  con- 
fequently  heavier  than  its  cubical  fixe  of  water  ;  and 
he  adds,  were  it  not  from  timidity,  we  cannot  natu^ 
rally  fink.  He  bids  us  look  to  the  African,  or  the 
Indian,  who  can  fit,  lie,  and  ftand,  almoft  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  ocean,  in  its  calm  or  perturbed  ftate ;  or 
darting  along,  with  a  fharp-point^d  knife  in  his  hand, 
tan  engage,  in  mortal  combat,  the  voracious  fliark, 
and  vanquifh  the  fcaly  monfter  in  his  own  element ! 
So  that,  if  in  this  refpcft,  it  is  not  "  confcience/*  it  Is 
timidity,  that  ••  makes  cowards  of  us  all/' 

Earthing,  therefore,  muft  prove  highly  conducive  to 
health  ;  and  medical  men  aflure  us,  that,  in  many 
cafes,  arifing  from  a  relaxed  ftate  of  the  nervous  fyfl 
tem,  fea> bathing  is,  in  general,  a  fovereign  remedy. 
Swiriiming,  ho>/vever;  muft  be  the  moft  certain  mode 
«r  deriving  ^vgQtAgf .  from  bathii^  ;  as^  by  ftretch* 
i'  \'     '  ing 
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ing  the  limbs  in. the  briny  fluid,  the  whole  fyftem  of 
nerves,  arteries,  and  veins,  receive  a  new  and  invigo* 
rating  tone,  and  the  moft  pleafing  fenfations  pervade 
the  Whole  frame. 

This  is  the  pureft  exercife  of  health ; 
......  And  that  fame  Roman  arm, 

Whkh  rtlfe  vidtorious  o'er  the  conquer*<l  eatth, 
ijffft  leam'd^  when  tender,  to  fubdue  the  wave.  >• 

Thomson's  Summek. 

The  public  baths  of  this  town  are  very  pleafantly 
fittiated  without  the  Weft-gate.  They  were  built,  a 
few  yeard  ago,  by  the  late  eminent  phyiician.  Dr. 
Hall.  They  are  now  the  property  of  Edvr.  KentiAi, 
M.  D.  who  has  made  many  neceflUri  imprcvements, 
in  rdpeA  both  to  particular  conveniences,  as  alfo  irl' 
the  general  appearance  of  the  place.  He  bas^alfo^ 
added  ati  apparatus  for  giving  the  gafeous  fluids,  in- 
di&afes 'for  which  their  ufe  experience  has  found  fa** 
liitary :  and,  in  order  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the' 
ioftitutbn,  be  has  lately  reduced  tha  terms  of  batb-' 

Tbey  confid  of  medicated  vapour  baths,  hot,  tepid, 
or  .of  £uxtoi!i  temperature ;  together  with  enclofed 
cold  baths  for  ladies  and  gentlemen  ;  alfo  a  large 
open,  or  fwiniming  bath,  where  young  gentlemen 
acquire  this  neceflary  and  ufeful  art,  free  from  the 
danger  of  thofe  fatal  accidents  which  too  frequently . 
happen  in  large  rivers,  or  deep  ponds. 

The  fitBation  is  peculiarly  inviting  ;  it  enclofes  a 
large  area,  ciegantly  laid  out  with  ^ravel^walks,  bor- 
dered with  a  variety  of  fragrant  l!ox\ers  :  the  whole  * 
being  furroundcd  and  interfered  with  lines  of  orna- 
mental ihrubbery. 
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BENEFIT  SOCIETIES. 

Societies,  of  voluntary  aflbciation,  have  been 
found,  by  experience,  to  anfwer  the  inoft  valuable 
purpofes.  They  tend  gfeatly  to  leflen  the  poor-rate, 
which  has  been,  in  many  tpwns  and  counties,  during 
the  late  preflures,  an  intolerable  burden  upon  the  in* 
duftrious  and  middling  clafles  of  the  community.— 
They  are  alfo  highly  favourable  in  their  moral  influ- 
ences upon  the  charadlers  of  their  members.  By 
operating  as  a  (liamlus  to  frugality  and  induflry,  thty 
counteract  iht  pernicious  tendency  of  parochial  relitf^ 
which  maniFeftly  encourages  i^lenefs  and  diflipation. 
The  lower  clafs  have  httle  profpeA  of  being  able;  in- 
dividually, to  lay  up  a  comfortable  proviiion  for  old 
^ge ;  but  by  entering  fuch  focieties,  they  may  fecure 
thefe  ineftimabk  advantages,  without  being  too  much 
degraded.^  With  thefe  views,  many  a  poor  mem- 
ber depoflts  here  his  fhilling,  when  he  has  not  another 
in  the  world.  Indeed  it  is  evidsnt,  that  there  are 
many,  even  in  the  lowed  ftations,  who  would  prefer 
fupport  erned  by  their  own  exertion,  however 
painful  or  laborious,  to  that  received  from  a  pariih. 

They  likewife  aduate  the  members  of  which  they 

the 

*  The  benevolent  Howard,  coant  Rumford,  £dea,  Woodt 
B.ngglcs»  &c.  Ice.  in  deicr'btng  die  hidory  and  ftate  of  the  poor, 
have  (hewn  pretty  clearly,  that  much  of  the  wretchedaefs,  and 
many  of  the  vices  of  the  lower  clafles,  in  inoft  of  the  civilized 
countries  in  Europe,  may  be  attributed  to  their  extreme  poverty 
«pd  confequent  degradation.  The  daq  de  Liancourty  in  fpeakin^ 
of  the  ftate  of  morals  in  Pennfylvania,  alfo  iays,  **  Criminal  of- 
fences arc  rare,  fome  thefts  excepted,  which  are  generally  commit- 
ted by  people  lately  arrived  from  Europe,  brought  up  in  ignorance 
and  penury,  and  whofe  morals  generally  improve  as  they  acqoire 
a  &iaU  property  of  their  own.'* ' 
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arc  conipofed,  with  fratemaj  aflfeAion ;  and  their 
wife  and  laudable  regulations  againft  vice  and  pro- 
fancnefs  have  tended  to  polifh  and  civilize  their  man- 
ners, with  more  efFedl  than  even  the  ftatute-Iaws  of 
ttie  realm*  While  their  lick  and  aged  members  are^ 
in  general,  provided  for  with  humanity  and  attention. 

However  diverfified  the  mode  of  their  refpeftive 
adminiftration,  the  manner  of  condufting  their  an- 
nual meetings,  or  head- meeting  days,  the  different 
ages  of  admitting  or  rejeaing  candidates,  giving 
more  or  lefs  to  their  fick  and  aged,  a  greater  or  U& 
iam  for  funeral  e:^pences  of  deqeafed  brethren  or  lif- 
ters, and  legacies  to  their  furviving  relations  or  friends; 
however  various  thefe  regulations  are,  yet  one  general 
principle  pervades  the  whole,...a  tendency  to  pro- 
mote the  general  good  of  the  fociety,  and  embrace  in 
its  advantages  all  the  members  of  which  it  is  com- 
ppfed. 

In  general,  a  lick  or  difabled  member  is  allowed  ^ 
fut  ihillings  per  wepk  during  a  certain  fpecified  num- 
ber of  weeks  ;  then  reduced  to  one  half  that  fum,  till 
the  member,  by  a  lingering  diforder,  or  difability  to 
work,  has  exhaufted  ^11  his  fick-money ;  he  then  be- 
comes  a  penfibner  for  life,  and  commonly  receives 
half.a.crown  or  three  fhillings  per  week.  The  func- 
ral  expences  are  about  forty  or  fifty  fhillings,  and 
fprnetiraes  thpee  pounds.  The  legacy  to  the  widow 
is  from  fix  to  ten  pounds;  with  which  flie  frequently 
trades  in  a  fmaU  way,  and,  with  the  parifh  allowance, 
fupports  herfelf  and  her  fatherlefs  children, 

Therp  are  between  thirty  and  forty  of  thefe  focie- 
ties  of  men  in  this  town,  which,  together,  confill  of 
not  lefs  tbari  five  thoufand  members.  It  is  fuppofed 
tjjcreare  nearly  the  fame  number  of  female  benefit 

focieties, 


350  3fmpartinl  pmtT^  of 


MM 


ibcieties,  which  are;  in  general,  more  numerous  than 
thofe  of  the  men. 

To  detail  thefe  circumftances  is  far  from  being 
beneath  the  dignity  of  biftorjr,  "  ffomo  fum^  rt 
nibU  bumani  a  nw  alienumputo.^' — I  am  a  man,  and 
am  concerned  in  whatever  intereft$  maa,-*-was  one 
of  the  fined  iajings  of  antiquity. 

schoolmaster's  association. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  names  of  the 
fchoolmafters  in  Newcaftle,  and  have  obferved  how 
greatly  the  rich  Ihops,  warehoufcs,  and  extenfive 
compting^houfes  are  indebted  to  that  ufefiil  clafs  of 
the  community,  for  the  accuracy  and  expedition  with 
vrhich  their  quondam  pupils  are  capable  of  tranfading 
bnfinefs.  We  have  only  to  obferve  further,  refpcd- 
ing  thefe  gentlemen,  that  whtlil  they,  as  clerks*,  dired 
the  concerns  of  the  numerous  benefit  focieties^  they 
life  not  inattentive  to  their  own. 

November  19, 1774,  was  held  (fays  Mr.  Brand,  in 
his  2d  vol.  p.  547)  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  the  firft 
meeting  of  the  affociation  of  fchoolmafters  in  the  north 
of  England.  The  objedl  of  the  fociety,  in  this  infti- 
tution,  was  the  relief  of  their  diftreffed  and  aged  bre- 
thren,  and  then-  widows  and  orphans.  He  adds,  in  a 
|K)te,  **  See  a  pamphlet,  intitlcd,  •  An  Addrefs  to  the 
Public  in  behalf  of  the  AflTociation  among  Pro teilant 
Schoolmafters,'  &c. 

The  regulations  obferved  in  conducing  the  con- 
cerns of  this  inftitution,  are  fuch  as  became  enligh- 
tened men  to  plan,  and  men  of  integrity  to  execute. 
We  will  not,  however,  trouble  our  readers  with  a  dc. 
tail  of  the  rules  of  this  affociation ;    only,  they  are 
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upon  a  more  extenfive  fcale  than  that  of  the  other 
focieties  in  NewcaftUt  as  they  da  not  limit  their  cha. 
rity  to  a  trifling  legacy,  but  they  fettle  upon  the  wi- 
dow of  a  deceafed  brother  ten«  twelve,  or  fifteen,  and 
foon  they  expedl  twenty  pounds  per  annum  for  life. 
An  aged  or  fuperannuated  member  who  has  paid  into 
the  fund  for  a  certato  number  of  years,  enjoys  a  fet- 
tlemeot  alfo^  which  relieves  his  wants  in  his  infirm 
ftate. 

Their  annual  meeting  is  always  at  Robfon's  inn, 
Pilgrim. ft reet ;  where  they  dine,  and  enjoy  that  re- 
fined fociaiity  peculiar  to  enlightened  minds.  It  is 
then  generally  after  an  enlivening  glafs  or  two,  that 
any  brother  who  intends  publifhing  on  any  branch  of 
fcience,  propofes  his  intended  work  to  the  fociety» 
when  thofe  who  approve  ot  it  generally  fubfcribe  their 
names  in  its  recommendation  to  the  public,  and  adopC 
it  in  their  own  feminaries. 

His  grace  the  duke  of  Northumberland  is  the  pa. 
tron  of  this  focicty,  and  the  rev.  Mr.  Farrer,  prefident,' 
To  the  credit  of  the  latter  gentleman  it  deferves  to  bo 
mentioned,  that  to  his  abilities  and  condudi  in  the  im- 
portant office  which  he  fills,  the  fociety  is  much  in- 
debted  for  its  refpedlability  and  its  prefent  very  floiK 
rifhing  ftate. 

We  now  conclude  our  account  of  thefe  charitable 
inflitutions ;  only  obferving,  that  they  appeared  to  be 
of  fuch  confequence  as  to  attrad  tke  attention  of  tho 
Icgiflature,  who  have,  by  an  ad,  fandioned  the  regu- 
lations of  thefe  focieties,  by  paffing  a  law  in  their 
favour. 
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CHRTERS,  PRIVILEGES,  &c. 


From  the  antiquity,  fituation,  fortifications,  public 
buildings  and  inftitutions  of  New^aftle,  we  proceed 
to  give  an  account  of  its  charters,  priviJeges,  civil 
government,  incorporated  companies^  trade  and  com* 


inerce. 


CHARTERS  of  NEWCASTLE, 


Excluiive  charters  to  incorporated  bodies  of  fub- 
je£tSy  have  been  granted  \>y  the  king^  of  England 
from  a  very  remote  period,  and  particularly  to  the 
townfmen  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne. 

William  the  Conqueror,  and  his  fons,  were,  on  feme 
occafions,  munificent,  and  granted  many  privileges 
to  the  town  of  Newcaftle  ;  but,  although  Doomfday* 
book  gives  an  account  of  the  rents,  property,  and 
emoluments,  not  only  of  all  the  individual  freeholders 
in  the  realm,  but  alfo  of  the  more  opulent  boroughs 
and  towns,  and  of  this  town  among  others  ;  yet  we 
find  no  account  of  their  enjoying  any  charter  of 
exclufive  privileges,  during  ths  reigns  of  the  Norman 
line. 

The  firfl  hint  we  have  of  any  grant  of  this  nature, 
is  in  the  reign  of  Henry  H.  who.  Anno  Domini  1162* 
confirmed  to  the  townfmen  of  Newcaftle  their  eftates, 
and  exempted  them  from  tolls  and  duties.  It  is 
therefore  a  miftake  in  fome  to  fay,  that  this  town  had 
no  privileges  till  the  reign  of  king  John.  And  be- 
fides,  in  the  third  year  of  king  John's  reign,  which 
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was  more  than  ten  years  before  the  to^  h  had  a  char- 
ter from  that  king,  the  town  had  great  privileges  j 
the  men  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tjne  (as  mentioned  in 
that  year  in  the  great  roll  of  Northumberland)  paid 
one  hundred  marks  and  two  palfreys  :  fo  havin;^  the 
town  in  their  hands  by  the  '*  old  farm ;"  viz.  as  is 
there  faid  fifty  pounds  and  ten  (hillings  encreafe,  for 
confirmation  of  their  liberties,  which  they  h^d  by 
the  charter  of  Henry  II.  the  king's  father.  Bourney 
p,  184. 

But  the  mofl  explicit  charter  was  that  which  was 
granted  by  king  John,  A  D  1212,  in  the  T4th  year 
of  his  reign,  confirming  to  the  burcrcfle*;  their  rights 
and  privileges,  conferred  upon  them  both  by  his 
father  Henry  II.  and  by  himfelf.  And,  as  Mr  Gar- 
diner, in  his  '•  England's  Grievances  Difcovered,*'  fays 
that  this  was  the  firft  charter  of  Newcaftle,  we  Ihall 
give  the  following  abllradt  of  it  from  that  work. 

"  KiftG  JoHM,  by  his  letters  patent*  dated  the day  of 

f  in  the  14th  year  of  his  reign,,  and  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord 
12 1 2,  granted,  demifed,  and  confirmed,  to  the  honeil  men  of  New- 
caftle upon  Tyne,  and  to  their  heirs,  his  town  of  Newcaftle  upon 
Tync,  with  all  the  appurtenances,  to  fee-farm,  for  one  hundred 
pounds,  to  be  rendered  to  the  faid  king  and  hts  heirs,  at  his  ex- 
chequer, (to  wit)  at  the  feaft  of  Eafter,  fifty  pounds,  and  at  the 
feaft  of  St.  Michael  other  fifty  pounds ;  faving  to  the  faid  king^ 
the  rents,  prizes,  and  aftlzes  in  the  port  of  the  faid  town.  Further 
he  grants  to  them,  and  confirmeth  one  hundred  and  ten  (hillings 
and  fizpence  of  rent,  which  they  have  by  the  gift  of  the  faid  king» 
in  the  faid  town,  of  efcheats,  to  be  divided  and  afligned  to  them, 
who  loft  their  rents  by  occafion  ef  a  ditch  or  trench,  and  of  the 
new  work  made  under  the  caftle,  towards  the  river  or  water,  fb 
that  thereof  they  might  have  the  more,  tha£  loft  the  more,  and 
tl^ey  that  loft  the  lefs  Hiould  have  the  lefs.  He  alfo  granted  10 
them,  for  him  and  his  heirs,  that  in  nothing  they  (hould  be  an- 
fwerable  to  the  fherifP,  nor  to  the  conftable,  for  thofe  things  which 
WkMig  to  them,  as  the  faid  charter  teftifieth.    Wherefore  he  will- 
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cth  and  firmly  commandeth,  tlxat  iht  faid  xnen»  and  their  heirs, 
may  have  and  hold  the  fame  town,  with  its  appurtenances,  to 
fee-farm,  for  the  faid  hundred  pounds  yearly  to  be  paid,  as  is 
aforefaid,  well  and  in  peace,  freely,  quietly,  and  entirely,  with  all 
liberties  and  free  cuftoms,  which  they  were  wont  to  have  in  the 
time  of  king  Henry  II.  father  of  the  faid  king  John,  as  hj  the 
faid  letters  patent  appeareth." 

King  Henry  III.  by  his  charter,  made  it  a  •*  mayor 
town,"  being  governed  before  by  four  bailiffs  :  and 
to  his  other  royal  favours  added  this  gracious  one, 
(fays  Wallis)  a  grant,  during  pleafure,  of  all  the  de- 
mefne-lands  belonging  to  the  Caftlefield,  containing 
850  acres,  for  free  pailure,  with  liberty  to  dig  coals 
and  ftones,  and  to  difpofe  of  them  for  their  ufe  to  the 
bed  advantage,  upon  payment  of  twenty  (hillings 
into  the  exchequer. 

His  bounty  did  not  flop  here.  He  gave  them  alfo 
a  field  called  the  Forth,  containing  eleven  acres,  and 
then  valued  at  twelve  pounds  per  annum  ;  for  which 
they  were  to  pay  forty  fhillings.  And  that  no  Jevr 
was  to  relide  among  them.     Bourne,  Wallis^  ISc. 

King  Edward  I.  direded  a  writ  of  fummons  to 
'NewcalUe,  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign,  1282,  to 
fend  two  members  to  parliament ;  which  is  the  ear- 
licfl  record  we  have  of  boroughs  fending  any ;  or  in- 
deed of  the  commons  fitting,  except  thofe  fummoned 
under  Montfort's  ufurpation,  in  the  name  of  the  king's 
father,  king  Henry  III. 

King  Edward  III.  confirmed  the  franchifes  of  this 
town,  and  granted  it  the  perpetuity  of  the  moor,  and 
lands  called  Caflle-moor  and  Caflle-fields,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  forty  fhillings  annually  into  the  exchequer. 
He  exempted  NewcaiUe  from  the  jurifdidlion  of  the 
admiralty  of  England ;  gave  permiflion  to  purchafe 
lands  to  a  certain  value  j  confirmed  feveral  by-laws 
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of  the  magiftrates,  for  well-governing  and  improving 
it ;  and  alfo  iflued  an  order  for  the  manner  of  eledt- 
ing  the  mayor,  magiftrates,  and  other  officers;  and 
another  concerning  the  meafure  to  be  ufed  by  the 
^lenders  of  coals. 

King  Richard  II.  confirmed  the  charters  formerly 
granted  to  Newcaftle,  in  the  firft  year  of  his  reign, 
1378.  He  alfo  afterwards  granted  fome  pieces  of 
ground,  for  the  convenicncy  of  making  high-wayt 
and  a  bridge :  and  for  its  greater  honour,  he  alfo 
granted,  A.  D.  1390,  that  a  fword,  the  erifign  of  royal 
ilate  and  authority,  (hould  be  carried  before  the 
mayor. 

From  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  to  the  15th  century, 
upon  the  molt  fedulous  examination  of  the  various 
grants,  and  refumptions  of  privileges  to  and  from  the 
town  of  Newcaftle,  we  can  difcover  nothing  intereft- 
ing  under  thefe  defpotic  reigns ;  but  that  ftill  the 
corporation  and  free  burgefles  were  infenfibly  acquir- 
ing frefh  acceffions  to  their  privileges,  from  the  throne, 
while  they  \^ere  rapidly  extending  their  commerce, 
and  improving  their  refources  of  wealth  and  opulence 
at  home.  But  it  was  not  till  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
that  Newcaftle  obtained  a  charter,  not  only  confirm- 
ing all  thofe  granted  in  their  favour  in  former  reigns, 
but,  as  that  difcerning  princefs,  with  fatisfadtion,  ob- 
ferved  the  vaft  confequence  and  advantages  which 
the  crown  then  derived,  and  if  properly  cheriftied, 
would  ftill  further  derive,  from  the  various  branches 
of  their  encreafing  trade,  flie  granted  them  a  new 
charter,  comprehending^and  confirming  all  their  pri- 
vileges and  immunities. 

As  this  charter  of  Elizabeth,  properly  fpeaking, 
gave  folidity  to  the  civil  conftitution  of  this  opulent 
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corporation,  defines  the  jurifjidion  of  its  magiftrates 
and  civil  officers,  the  extent  of  their  authority,  the 
privileges,  as  well  as  the  limits  of  thofe  privileges,  of 
the  freemen,  we  have  thought  it  proper  to  infcrt  here 
the  fubftance  thereof. 

Auguft  30,  1589,  this  queen  granted  a  charter  to 
the  burgelTes  of  Newcaftle,  wherein  flie  incorporated* 
them  by  the  name  of"  The  Mayor  and  Burgefles  of 
the  Town  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  in  the  County  of 
the  fame  ;"  confirming  to  them  the  faid  town,  with 
all  its  members  and  appurtenances,  and  the  liberties 
they  formerly  had,  as  well  by  charter  as  by  profcrip- 
tion,  at  one  hundred  pounds  fee-farm,  payable  at 
Michaelmas  in  every  year  j  with  power  to  the  faid 
mayor  and  burgeffes,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  to 
make  ordinances  and  by-laws,  for  their  better  go- 
vernment, enjoining  the  obedience  of  them,  under 
pain  of  fine  or  imprifonment.  X  his  charter  alfo  gave 
them  power  to  make  perambulation,  fet  boundaries, 
and  remove  encroachments  on  the  limits  of  the  town, 
the  extent  of  which,  by  land  and  by  water,  was  to  re- 
main as  before.  It  further  comprifed  a  pardon  of 
purchafe  made  without  licence,  and  power  to  retain 
what  had  formerly  been  purchafed ;  and  g^vc  them 
the  fame  authority  and  liberty  in  the  caille,  which 
was  ftill  a  parcel  of  the  county  of  Northumberland, 
as  in  the  other  parts  of  the  town.  This  charter  f  ur« 
ther  granteth  an  exemption  from  the  jurifdidion  of 
the  admiralty,  with  an  admiralty  court  of  its  own,  to 
be  held  in  that  town  every  Monday,  before  the  re- 
corder and  alder nen,  or  three  of  them,  whereof  the 
m  1  vor  or  recorder  to  be  one,  making  them  alfo  juftices 
of  the  peace  for  the  admiralty,  and  for  confervation 
of  the  river,  within  the  port,  with  a  ferjeant  at  mace 
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to  execute  the  procefs.  It  empowered  the  mayor 
alfo  to  make  a  judge,  and  other  officers  of  the  ad- 
miralty; granting  alfo  cognizance  of  admiral  pleas, 
and  concerning  wrecks,  and  the  coroner,  with  autho- 
rity to  take  recognizances  for  admiral  caufes  and 
fines,  and  iflucs,  with  the  power  to  levy  them.  Alfo 
chattels  waived,  deodands,  goods  of  felons  de  fes  ;  and 
all  that  belonged  to  the  almiralty;  prohibiting,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  lord  of  the  admiralty  from  inter,^ 
meddling  with  them.  Laftly,  this  charter  gave  them 
authority  to  hold  gaol-delivery,  and  all  that  belongs 
to  the  governor's  office,  with  power  to  ereft  gallows, 
and  to  purchafe,  notwithftanding  the  ftatute  of  mort- 
main. 

In  the  88th  page  (fays  Collier)  of  the  parchment 
book,  in  the  town-clerk's  office,  it  fays,  this  charter 
alio  grants  liberty  to  enter  and  arreft  any  perfon  in 
the  Caftle-garth,  the  dungeon  only  excepted. 

But  as  the  charter  of  liberties  granted  in  the 
42d  year  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  feems  to  be 
the  principal  one,  we  Ihall  fubjoin  a  brief  abftrad 
of  it. 

AhfiraS  of  the  Charter  granted  to  the  mayor  and  hurgejfes  of  NevjcaftU 
upon  Tyne^  in  the  ^id  year  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elixaheth. 

THAT  the  town  of  Nevcaftle  is  an  ancient  town,  and  that 
they  have  had  laws,  jurifdiaions,  &c.  and  that  the  laid  town  hath 
fuffered  no  fmall  lofs,  by  reafon  of  divers  differences,  &c.  concern- 
ing the  manner  of  loading  and  unloading  f?a-coals,  at  the  fame 
town,  whereupon  the  faid  mayor  and  burge^fes  humbly  petitioned 
the  faid  queen,  for  the  better  maintenance  and  government  of 
tbc  ftid  town,  that  (he  would  vouchfafe  to  amplifie  her  munificence 
gnd  favoHr  towards  the  faid  town. 

The  fiiid  queen,  for  her  and  her  fucce/Tors,  grants  to  the  faid 
inayor  and  burgefTes,  and  to  their  fucccflbrs,  that  they  only  of  the 
laid  town  with  its  members,  (hall  have  and  enjoy,  all  tlie  cu:h)m5, 
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liberties,  &c.  which  wci  e  granted  to  their  predeceflbrs,  by  feveral 
charters,  which  the  honed  men  of  Newcaftlc  upon  Tytie,  &c.  by 
pretence  of  what  corporation  foever,  they  held  and  enjoyed,  to 
have,  hold,  and  er.joy,  the  faid  to\\ii,  and  all  cuftoms,  Sec.  to  the 
faid  mayor  and  burgcfles,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  to  their  ufc  for 
ever,  to  be  holden  in  fee -farm  ;  rendering  the  ancient  fee- farm  of 
one  huntired  pounds  at  Michaelmas  only,  and  that  they  may  have 
all  fuch  liberties,  cudoms,  &c.  without  the  let  of  any  one,  &c.  • 

The  faid  queen  granteth,  that  the  mayor,  ten  aldermen,  and 
fteriff  of  the  faid  town,  &c.  and  other  four  and  twenty  ©f  the 
more  difcreet  and  honefter  burgcfles  of  the  faid  town,   ^c.  may 
chufe  the  mayor,  and  other  officers  of  the  faid  to^ii,  within  five 
days,  after  the  choice  and  oath  taken  by  the  mayor,  which  faid 
mayor,  and  the  other  twenty  four  bargeffes,  in  all  thirty-fix,  (hall 
be  at  all  times  then  after,  the  common  council  of  .the  faid  town ; 
and  (hall  have  power  in  making  laws,  &c.  for  the  good  government 
of  the  faid  town,  8^c.  and  for  the  good  government  of  the  markets 
and  fairs,  within  the  faid  town  and  limits  thereof,  &c.  and  for  the 
declaration  by  what  means  the  minifteis,  officers,  and  artificers  of 
the  faid  town,  and  their  favors,  fervants,  and  apprentices  in  their 
trades,  &c.  and  alfo  for  their  better  prefervation,  letting  and  fet* 
ting  of  their  lands  tenements,  &c.     And  that  t-iie  mayor,  and 
common  council  of  the  faid  town,  or  the  greater  part  of  them, 
whereof  we  will  tlie  mayor  and  fix  aldermen,  thirteen  being,  ftven 
to  be,  &c.  as  often  as  they  (hall  make  fuch  laws,  &c.   and  fuch 
pains,  pnnifhments,  penalties,  or  imprifonment  of  bodies,  or  by 
fines,  &c.  vipon  all  delinquents,  contrary  to  fuch  laws,  5cc.  as  fhall 
be  neceflary  for  keeping  of  the  faid  laws,  &c.  and  to  have  and  re- 
tain the  faid  Bnes,  &c.  to  their  own  ufe,  &c.  fo  that  the  fame  laws, 
&c.  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  of  England. 

Atid  further,  the  faid  queen  granteth,  that  the  election  of 
the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  common-council,  and  all  other 
officers  and  miniOers,  to  he  chofen,  &c.  fhall  in  every  year  be  up- 
on Monday  next,  after  Michaelmas-day,  honefl  men  and  burgeffes 
of  the  twelve  focieties,  lawfully  chofen  in  the  accuftomed  place,  to 
wit,  drapers,  mercers,  8cc.  and  that  they  name  and  prefent  two 
honefl  men  of  every  myftery,  Sec.  being  twenty  four  in  number, 
being  fworn  that  ihey,  or  the  greateft  part  of  them,  fhall  chafe 
and  name  the  mayor,  alfo  to  chufe  thefheriff,  two  coroners,  one  clerk 
of  the  chamber,  who  fhall  adminider  an  oath  to  the  mariners  and 
mafters  of  Ihips  at  the  port  of  Newcaftle  ;  and  in  the  fame  manner, 
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and  the  fame  day  yearly,  may  name  eight  other  burgefles,  &c   to 

be  chamberlains  of  the  fame  town,  and  one  fword-bearer  before 
the  mayor,  and  eight  ferjeants  of  the  mace,  and  one  recorder  ; 
and  there  Ihall  be  twenty-four  dehors  for  one  year ;    new  elec- 
tion  of  alderman,    dying  or  being    depofed,  and  the  aiders 
man  newly  chofen,  (hall  be   alderman   during  life.       Officers 
cfaofen  by  the  mayor  under  their  common  feal,  (hall  be  admitted 
to  their  places.     To  (ine  fuch  as  refufe  to  hold  their  places  upon 
cledion..  the  faid  fine  not  to  exceed  200  marks.     The  like  for  the 
(keriff,  or  if  any  officer  (fave  the  recorder)  die  within  the  year,  then 
to  chufe  another.     And  if  the  recorder  die  within  one  year  neit 
after  his  ele^ion,  or  be  removed  from,  or  leave  his  office,  8cc. 
then  to  chufe  another  fit  perfon,  learned  in  the  laws,  albeit  not  a 
bargefs,  in  his  place,  5cc.     And  if  the  mayor  of  the  (aid  town  be 
depofed,  removed,  or  die,  then  to  chufe  another  within  twenty  days, 
&c.     The  like  for  the  (heri£F,  &c.     William  Jennifon  named  firft 
mayor.     John  Savel  one  of  the  barons  of  the  exchequer,  firft  and 
modem  recorder.     William  Selby,  8cc.  and  nine  others  are  made 
the  firft  and  modern  aldermen.     James  Clavering  appointed  fird^ 
and  the  modern  (heri£F,  8cc.  the  faid  William  Jennifon,  mayor, 
and  thirty  five  perfons  more,  are  appointed  to  be  the  firft,  and  the 
modem  common-council  men,  &c.  Matthew  Chapman,  and  Row- 
land Tempeft  are  appointed  to  be  firft,  and  the  modern  coroners, 
kc.    George  Dent  appointed  firft  clerk  of  the  chamber.    Francis 
Burrel  and  feven  otliers,  appointed  to  be  the  firft  and  the  modem 
chamberlains  of  the  faid  town.     George  Still  appointed  fword- 
hearer.     George  Selby,  and  feven  other  perfons,  appointed  to  be 
the  firft  ferjeants  at  mace.  Sec. 

The  faid  queen,  grants  to  the  faid  mayor  and  burgeffes,  and 
their  fuccefTors,  for  ever,  that  they  may  hold  one  court  of  record, 
in  Guildhall,  before  the  mayor,  upon  Monday  in  every  week, 
through  the  year,  except  in  the  weeks  of  chrtftmas,  eafter,  and  pen- 
tecoft,&c.  and  another  court,  uponWednefdays  and  Fridays  inevery 
week,  throughout  the  year,  except  in  the  feveral  weeks  aforefaid  ; 
and  all  pleas  of  debts,  covenants,  detainer,  trefpaifes,  &c«  and 
pleas  of  court,  of  pipowder,  &c.  and  courts  of  the  upper-bench, 
jdiiiccs  of  the  bench,  and  juftices  of  affize,  before  the  faid  mayor. 
And  that  the  mayor  and  burgeifes  in  the  court,  to  be  holden  be« 
fore  the  mayor,  and  in  the  court,  to  be  holden  before  the  (herif, 
and  their  fucceifors,  m  all  and  fingular  fuits^  &c.  may  attach  the 
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parties  defendants  in  the  fame  futts,  kc.  in  their  lands  and  goods, 
and  commit  them  to  their  prifon>  called  Newgate. 

The  mayor,  the  ten  aldermen,  and  recorder  of  the  faid  town,  for 
ever,  to  be  jointly,  and  fererally  keepers  of  the  peace»  Ac*  witlun 
the  faid  tcwn^  &c.  and  to  chadtfe  and  pnnifh  malefaAors,  &c. 

And  further,  that  they,  or  any  three  of  them^  whereof  the  mayor 
to  be  one,  be  juflices  of  the  faid  queen^  her  heirs  aad  fuccef- 
fors,  to  enquire  upon  oath,  &c.  of  all  murders,  &c.  foretkallers, 
rcgrators,  &c.  and  of  all  other  matters  whatfoe^er  done,  or  com- 
mitted, &c.  fo  that  the  keepers  of  the  peace  in  Northumberland 
and  Durham,  do  not  enter  for  any  matter  of  peace,  &cc.  to  be 
ended  ard  determined^  in  the  faid  town  >of  Newcaftlc. 

The  queen  grants  to  the  faid  mayor  and  bttrgefles,  and  their 
fuccenbrs,  that  they  may,  as  oftm  as  need  O.all  require,  iropofe, 
Slc*  fines,  penalties,  taxations,  cufloms,  &c.  for  the  public  ufe  of 
the  mayor  and  burgefles  of  iht  faid  town,  to  be  kept  in  their 
common  chamber,  and  to  be  expended  for  their  public  ufe,  or  by 
their  officers,  from  time  to  time  to  be  levied,  fuch  as  before  time 
were  lawfully  taxed  and  impofed,  ice.  and  that  tlie  faid  mayof» 
&c.  may  ufe  all  the  means  they  can,  to  levy  akid  gathert  he  fame* 
The  queen's  pleafure  further  was,  that  the  mayor,  recoidery 
and  aldermen  of  the  faid  town,  or  five  or  more  of  tliexn,  whereof 
the  mayor  to  be  one,  be  juftices  for  gaol  deliveries,  &C.  and  that 
the  coroners  of  the  faid  town  (hall  deliver  all  juries,  inquifitions, 
pannel  attachments,  8cc.  and  make  return  of  them  to  the  mayor, 
&c.  in  all  their  gaol-deliveries,  &c.  and  do  execute  the  precepts  of 
the  mayor,  &c.  in  fuch  manner  as  any  fheriff  of  England  was  ac" 
cu(^omed  to  do,  at  the  gaol-deliveries,  for  their  feveral  counties  3 
and  that  the  faid  mayor,    recorder,  and  aldermen,    may  ertO, 
gallows,  within  the  liberties  of  the  faid  town,  to  hang  felons,  &.c« 
And  that  the  faid  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen,  or  Bvc  or  more 
of  them,  may  take  and  arreft  what  felons,  thieves,  and  malefac- 
« tors  foever,  within  the  town  and  port  of  Newcatlle,  and  port  afore* 
faid,  or  the  precih^  or  liberties  of  them,  a^e  found,  and  may 
bring  them  to  prifon  there. 

1  he  faid  queen  gives  licence  to  William  Reddel,  and  to  fix 
oihers,  and  to  what  fubjeds,  or  fubjeft  whatfoever,  of  the  faid 
queen,  her  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  affign  or  a(Dgns,  tenants,  or 
farmers,  of  the  manor  of  Gates-fide  and  Wickham,  with  their 
appurtenances,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  by  virtue  of  a  leafe  to 
the  faid  queen,  made  (amongft  others)  by  Richard,  late  biihop 
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of  Durham,  by  his  ind«fiturft«  dated  the  26th  of  ApriU  in  th« 
14th  year  of  her  reign,  15^29  for  ninety-nine  years  fronn  the 
making  thereof;  and  tliat  the  faid  aSTign  or  affigns,  tenants, 
£irmers  of  the  premiers  fo  deniif<;d,  and  their  fiirvivors.  The 
faid  manors,  or  lordihips  of  Gatesfide  and  Wickhani,  with 
their  appurtenances,  may  grant  and  afltgn,  to  the  faid  mayor ' 
and  burgeiTes.  and  to  their  fucceffors,  for  the  refidue  of  the  years 
then  to  come ;  and  to  the  mayor  and  burgeHes  of  the  faid  town, 
and  to  their  iucceflbrs,  that  the  faid  manors  and  lordOiips  of 
Ga tes^dde  and  Wickham  aforefaid,  with  their  appurtenance^ 
ma*'  have  and  hoU,  dorirg  the  refidne  of  the  yeais  then  to  come* 
the  faid  qu^en,  for  her»  her  heirs  and  fucce<ror5>,  gave  fpecial  li- 
cence, notvHtbflaiidiiig  the  ftatute  of  mortmaia  or  any  other  Sa-^ 
tute,  &c. 

The  queen  pardoneth  and  releafeth  to  the  faid  mayor  and  bur- 
geflcs«  and  to  theii  fucceiFors,  and  to  every  iubjed  and  fubjedt 
wbatfoever,  all,  and  aH  manner  of  pains,  penalties,  forfeitures* - 
2nd  Cums  .of  money,  and  all  other  charges  whatfoever,  to  the  faid 
queen,  or  to  any  of  her  progenitorsf  theretofore  forCiited,  by  vur- 
tae  of  an  ad  of  paiiiament  of  king  Henry  the  fifth,  at  Weltmin- 
Aer,  in  the  ninth  year  of  bis  reign,  only  publiftied  for  the  afixire- 
meat  of  keels,  by  parliament  commiffiopers  affigned,  or  by  pre- 
tence <^  another  a^  of  Parliament,  begun  at  Weftminfter,  in  the 
one  and  twentieth  year  of  king  Henry  the  eighth,  intituled,  \n 
ad  cosiceniittg  NewcaiUe,  and  the  port  there^  for  the  loading  or 
unloading  of  any  merchants  goods  within  this  kingdom,  or  elfe- 
where,  to  he  fold  from  any  (hip  or  Ihips,  mr  other  veflels,  in  or  at 
any  place  or  places  widun  the  port  and  river  of  Tync,  between 
Sparhawk^  and  Hadwynf  .ftreams,  but  only  mt  the  fasd  town  of 
Newoiftle,  and  not  elfewhere,  under  pains  and  forfeitures,  in  the 
faid  9£t  comained  and  fpecified.  And  by  virtne  of  another  ad  of 
parliameiit,  at  Weftminfter  aforefaid,  the  a  3d  of  January,  in  Uic 
firft  year  ef  the  late  queen  Elizabeth,  intituled.  An  a(5l  limiting 
the  ttSDcs  «f  expofing  upon  land-merchandifes,  from  parts  beyonci 
"^    >'■■''■■  I  I  ■  .1 

*  Sp»rha«k  is  a  rock  near  tbe  mowkh  of  the  Tync,  bearing  trom  the  flu)r0 
abo'it  a  10  jr^i^ds  nearly  caft  fif  the  Spapiib  fort,  ai^«l  fi»uih.talt  trom  Tyne- 
mouth.Caftlc.  . 

t  Hai1i.vyn-ftreams»  it  is  pro1)ah1f,  refers  either  to  a  rapit!  part  of  tVe  river 
Tf  ne,  or  fome  little  rtll  of  water  which  may  fall  into  it  near  td  or  below  the 
itiUat^e  fii  Hcd4oii^on«tfae-.WaU.;  bevond  which  place,  moft  probshly*  the  Bwi 
•f  the , tide  never  reaches,  tl^agh  often  to  or  very  near  it. 
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the  Teas,  and  concerning  cudoms  and  fweet  wines ;  and  there  ft 
was  ennfted,  amongft  others,  for  and  concerning  the  loading  or 
tinloading,  in  or  from  any  (hip,  or  other  veflel,  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandizes,  againfl  the  faid  z&,  or  to  the  late  queen  due  and 
forfeited,  by  viftue  of  the  faid  aAs ;  and  all  the  goods  and  chat- 
tels, lands  and  tenements,  of  the  faid  mayor  and  burgefies,  frc« 
being  the  aforeiatd  penalties  and  forfeitures. 

Moreover,  the  queen  grants  to  the  faid  mayor  and  burgefles, 
and  to  every  fubjed  and  fubjedls  of  hers,  her  heirs  and  fucceffors^ 
inhabitants  and  burge(fes  of  the  faid  town,  commonly  called  hoaft« 
men,  in  every  feafon  fitting,  and  houts  accuftomed,  the  cuftoms 
•nd  fubfidies,  and  other  pn>fits,  to  the  faid  queen,  htt  heirs  and 
fuceeffors,  due  to  be  paid,  and  to  the  cuftomers  and  coUedors  of 
the  faid  queen  and  fucceflbrs,  agreeing  thereupon  to  be  charged 
or  difcharged,  fhipped  or  unihipped,  pit-coals,  grindftones,  rub- 
ftones,  and  whet-ftones,  near  Newcaftle,  ^c.  fuch  (kip,  veflel,  6ic 
tvas  of  fuch  a  capacity,  or  for  any  other  reafonable  caufe,  that 
they  could  not  fitly  apply  to  Newcaftle,  that  then,  in  fuch  cafe» 
the  mayor  and  bnrgeffes  of  the  faid  town,  as  their  fervants,  fcc. 
mieht  and  may  load  and  unload  fuch  (hip  and  (hips,  veffel  and 
veffels,  with  coals  and  ftones  abovefaid,  in  their  port»  between 
S{)arh<iwk  and  Newcaftle,  beii\g  diftant,  by  eftimation,  not  above 
feven  miles.  And  further,  the  queen  willeth  and  commandeth 
the  faid  mayor  and  burg^^es,  ^c.  and  their  fucceflbrs,  and  every 
fnbjed  and  fubje^s  of  her,  her  heirs  and  fucceifors,  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  town,  called  hoaftmen,  that  they,  the  fame  (hips  being  of 
fbch  a  capacity  that  they  cannot  fitly  fail  to  the  town  of  New- 
caftle,  to  charge  and  difcharge  themfelves  of  coals  and  ftones  £o 
nigh  Newcaftle  as  conveniently  may  be  done,  witlioot  ^aud,  and 
that  under  the  pain  of  one  hundred  (hillings,  to  be  levied  for  the 
queen's  n(e,  her  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  to  be  forfeited  for  every  (hip 
or  veffel  fo  charged  or  difcharged,  contrary  to  the  true  intention, 
mentioned  in  the  faid  letters  patent ;  and  for  that  the  queen  will- 
eth, that  the  mayor,  burgeffes,  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town, 
being  bnrgelFes,  may  ferve  the  queen  and  her  fticceflbrs  with  more 
commendable  fervice,  and  may  fumifh  the  queen  with  marinert 
more  cheerfully  in  our  greateft  wars,  as  we  have  heard  they  havt 
done  in  times  paft  ;  and  for  that  the  faid  town  hath  been  a  faith« 
M  fbrtrefs  and  defence,  fighung  againft  the  rebels  in  times  paft^ 
and  hath  behaved  it&lf  moft  dutifully  to  us  and  to  our  progeni- 
tors^ 


jQetDcaSIc  upon  Cgne.  3^3 

• :  ^ 

tors,  refifting  the  faid  rebels.  The  queen  therefore  giveth  aad 
granteth  to  the  mayor,  burgefles,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  all  the  fe« 
loas  goods  unto  themfelves,  and  of  fugitires  conviifled  and  at* 
tainted*  and  of  outlawed  perfons^  5(C. 

And  whereas  the  town  of  NewcaiUc  upon  Tync  is  a  town  of 
merchants,  a  mart  or  market  ef  great  fame^  and  ilp^ed  with  a 
multitude  of  merchants,  dwelling  therein,  and  of  others*  as  well 
home-bred  thither  flowing,  and  there  expe(5ling  their  trade  of 
merchantlng,  and  thereupon  it  is  neccflUry  to  order  and  eitabli(h 
a  certain  orier  within  the  faid  town,  and  the  fpeedy  recovery  of 
debts  to  merchants,  &.c.  due  according  to  the  Ilatute  of  Adon 
Buinel,  &c.  The  queen  granteth  to  the  mayor  and  burgeifes^ 
and  their  fucceflbrs,  that  the  mayor  for  tlie  time,  for  ever  there- 
after, (hall  have  power,  together  with  the  clerk,  to  that  end  ox*, 
datned,  to  take  recognizances,  according  to  the  form  of  the.ilatutc 
of  ^don  Burnel,  and  of  the  ftatute  of  merchandize,  made  is  par- 
liament, in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  firft,  and  that  there  (hall 
be  a  clerk  in  the  fame  town,  who  fhall  be  .called  the  clerk  of  the 
queen,  her  heirs  and  fucceifors,  to  take  recognizances  of  debts, 
according  to  the  faid  ftatute.  The  queen  appoints  William  Jack- 
fon,  gentleman,  to  be  her  fir  ft  and  then  modern  clerk,  for  taking 
recognizances  of  debts  within  the  faid  town,  to  enjoy  the  faille 
during  his  life,  and  after  his  death  the  mayor  and  burgefTes,  &c. 
are  empowered  to  prefer  to  the  faid  ofEce  another  of  th«  burgedes 
of  the  faid  town,  to  be  die  queen's  cleik  (as  before)  and  to  con- 
tinue fo  long  as  it  (bould  pleafe  the  mayor,  &c.  And  (hall  have 
a  feal  in  two  pieces,  for  fealing  the  faid  recognizances,  and  the 
mayor  to  have  the  cuftody  of  the  greater  piece,  and  the  clerk 
(hall  have  the  cullody  of  the  leifer  piece  of  the  faid  feal ;  ib  that 
if  a  merchant  or  any  other  ihall  be  made  a  debtor,  he  may  come 
before  the  mayor  and  clerk  ot  recognizances,  and  before  them  ac* 
knowledge  his  debt  and  day  of  payment.  And  the  faid  mayor 
and  clerk  may  do  and  difpatch  all  odiei  things,  which  by  the  fta- 
tute aforefaid  are  requifue.  '1  he  faid  clerk  is  to  have  fuch  wagcf, 
fees,  rewards,  and  em(»lumcnts  for  tlie  execution  of  the  faid  offices 
•»  any  other  mayor  of  any  other  town  or  city  in  England,  law- 
fidly  and  of  right  hath  or  receiveth,  &c. 

The  queen  granteth,  by  the  laid  charter,  to  the  mayor  and 
bnrgcffcs  and  to  their  fuccelfois,  and  to  uie  inhabitants  ot  the  Uid 
town,  thai  they  be  quit  and  difcharged  of  tolls,  paftagcs,  poun- 
dagcy  murage»  chimage»  paunage,  laftage»  ftallage,  carriage,  pi- 
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c&ge»  tpoaage,  hidage,  and  wharfage,  for  their  goods  and  mer- 
chandizeSi  as  wrll  by  land  as  hf  fea,  as  well  in  fairs  as  m  markets* 
Ihd  ^  fecular  caftbms,  oVer  the  queen's  lands,  on  this  fide  and 
beyond  the  Teas,  Sec. 

The  queen  further  granteth  to  the  faid  mayort  horgefles,  and 
their  fucceflors,  thAt  they  (hall  have  for  their  public  iife»  all  and 
fiiigalar  Aich  like  tolls,  and  all  other  cudQms,  tolls,  profits,  and 
advantages,  in  fares  and  inarketB»  holden  and  to  be  holdcn  within 
the  raid  town,  and  any  other  times  whatfo»!ver  by  themfelves,  to 
ht  levied  and  gathered,  and  to  be  expended  to,  and  for  the  ufcof 
the  faid  mayor  and  burgefles,  and  their  fuccefibrs,  &c.  and  the 
fiid  qncen  forbiddeth,  that  any  man  difturb  them,  &c. 

The  faid  queen  alfo  grants  to  the  faid  mayor  and  hurgcfles, 
and  their  i'uccefibrs,  that  no  merchant  Hranj^er,  from  the  liberty 
of  the  faid  town  of  Ncwcaftle,  may  fell  to  any  merchant  firanger, 
^ny  their  merchandi7.es  ¥nthin  the  faidtoVm,  (except  vidaals»  and 
beftdes  in  markets  and  fairs,  to  be  holden  within  the  faid  townt 
and  limits  thereof)  nor  fuch  merchant  Granger  may  buy  any  mer* 
chandiz^,  (except  and  befides,  as  is  before  excepted,)  of  any 
merchant  ftranger  within  the  fame  town  and  liberty  thereof,  other 
thcin  in  grofs,  upon  pain  and  forfeiture  of  thofe  nierchandizes,  to 
be  had  and  levied  for  the  ptibtic  ufe  of  the  faid  mayor  and 
burgeifes. 

i  he  queen  moreover  granteth,  that  the  faid  mayor  and  bnr^ 
^etfes,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  may  have,  hold,  &c«  all  fuch  like  li- 
berties, culioms,  franchifes,  &c.  and  all  other  premifes,  &c.  to 
to  the  faid  mayor  dnd  butgefles,  granted  and  confirmed,  as  is  be- 
fore etpreffed,  and  that  they  may  enjoy,  and  ufe  them  for  ever, 
fully,  freely,  &c.  without  impeachment,  moleftation,  &c. 

Further,  the  queen  pardoncth  and  releafeth,  to  the  faid  mayor 
and  burgefles,  and  to  their  fucceifors,  all,  and  all  naanner  of  ac- 
tiona,  fuits,  impeachments  by  writ  of  quo  warranto,  to  be  brought 
or  executed  againlt  the  faid  mayof  and  burgeifes,  and  their  fuc- 
ceifors, by  the  faid  late  queen,  &c.  or  by  any  of  her  officets,  by 
.  reafon  of  any  franchiie,  liberty,  &c.  by  the  faid  major  and  bur- 
gc&h  or  their  predecelTors,  wnhin  the  faid  town,  and  limits 
thereof,  before  times  challenged  or  ufurped,  and  that  the  laid 
mayor  and  burgefles  (hall  be  quit,  and  altogether  difcharged  for 
ever. 

The  queen  further  granteth,  that  every  pcrfon  or  perfbns,  who 
fpr  ever  hereafter  (hall  be  admitud  to  be  burgeilcs,  6cc.  fhall  be 
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timitted  bj  the  tasLjor  and  bargcfles»  &c.  for  the  greater  pan 

tf  then). 
Moreover  the  queen,  often  confidering  in  her  mind»  of  how 

much  avail  it  is  to  the  commonwealth  of  England,  to  have  youth 
ireli  educated  and  inftmdled  from  their  tender  years,  ^c .  ordaiaedi 
and  granleths  that  within  the  fkid  town  ^f  Newcaftle»  and  the 
liberties  thereof^  that  there  be  ere<fled,  and  for  erer,  there  be  one 
free-grammar-fcheol,  which  (hall  be  called  the  free-grammar- 
fchool  of  qneen  Elisabeth^  in  New<caille,  and  fball  con^il  of  one 
nafter  and  fcholars,  to  be  iaftruded  in  the  fame,  and  that  they 
the  matter  aad  fcholars,  of  the  fane  fchool,  for  ever  hereafter, 
Audi  be  one  body  corporatCt  in  law,  faft,  and  name,  hy  the  name 
of  tfa«  naAer  and  ftholart  of  the  free«^grammar«fchooi  of  queen 
filiaabecfat  in  Newcaftk  npon  Tyne,  &c.  and  by  tliat  name  maf 
have  perpetual  fuccei&on,  and  ihall  be  in  perpetual  times  to  com^ 
perfons  able  and  capable  in  the  law^^  of  haVing,  porcfaadng,  &e. 
laodS)  tenements^  Ac.  to  them  and  then*  ibcceflbrs  in  iee  rimple>  or 
for  terms  of  years^  fo  they  crceed  not  the  yeaiiy  value  of  forty* 
pounds,  and  fo  they  be  not  holden  of  the  (aid  queen,  her  heirs  anl 
her  fuccedbrs  in  chief,  nor  by  knights  fervice,  &c.  and  that  the 
mayor  aftd  bargeiTes  of  Newcaftle,  and  their  fiicceflbit,  or  the 
greater  ptart  of  them,  Bcc,  (hall  have  power  to  make  an  honeflg 
kamed,  and  dtfcreet  man,  to  be  the  J^tH  and  modem  nflier  in 
ibnt  fchool,  there  to  contmue,  during  the  good  pleafure  of  the 
mayoir  and  buege^,  kc,  and  if  it  happen  thfc  mailer  and  ulkeSr 
to  die,  or  leave  the  faid  ichooly  Ike,  then  tliey  may  chufe  other 
men  to  be  mafter  and  a(her,  &c. 

And  whereas  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  of  Newcaftle,  more  deeply 
-confidering,  and  weigfaing  the  effeds  of  divers  letters  patent,  8iC^ 
And  wherras  the  faid  towi^  is  an  ancient  town,  and  the  mayor 
and  burgeifes  of  the  fame,  time  out  of  mind  of  man,  they  have 
had  a  ceruin  guild  or  fraternity,  commonly  called  the  hoaft-mcn, 
for  the  diichargtng  and  betterdtfpormg  of  fea-coals,  and  pit-coal^ 
^nd^Rottes,  rub-(lones,  and"  whet  (lones,  in  and  upon  the  liver 
and  port  of  Tyne,  which  guild  or  fratemfty  is  granted,  or  elta* 
bliihed  by  none  of  the  faid  letters  patent  :  vhrrciipon  the  faid 
mayor  and  burgeiles  have  humbly  fir-plicated  the  laid  queen, 
that  in  fupply  of  the  faid  dele^s,  that  we  would  exhibit  our  libe- 
rality in  favour,  and  that  we  would  vouchfafe  to  make,  reduce, 
and  create  the  faid  guild  into  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  c:c. 
The  iiud  queea  therefore  oixiaineA^  appointeth,  and  grau.uh, 
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fhat  William  JennifoOy  the  elder,  and  forty-four  perfons  more, 
commonly  called  the  hoal^-men  of  the  faid  town  of  Newcaftle 
«pon  Tyne,  and  brethren  of  the  faid  fraternity,  and  all  others, 
vhich  now  are,  or  hereafter  Oiall  be  elected,  admitted,  ScC'  into* 
the  faid  guild,  or  fraternity,  of  the  faid  hoaft-men  of  NewcaA^le 
opon  Tyne,  hereafter,  and  fbal],  by  one  body  corporate  and  po« 
Ktic,  irt  law,  fa<f^,  and  name,  by  the  name  of  governor  and  iie« 
Drards,  and  brethren  of  the  fraternity  of  the  hoa(l'-men  in  the  town 
of  Kewcaftlc  upon  Tyne,  &c.  one  body  corporate  and  politre, 
really  and  at  full,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors.  We  do  trt&, 
make,  ordatn,  and  create,  ftc.  and  that  by  the  fame  name,  they 
may,  and  fliall,  have  a  perpetual  fucceffion,  and  are,  and  (hall  be 
in  perpetual  times  to  come,  perfbns  able  and  in  law  capable,  to 
have»  purchafe,  receive,  and  poflefs  lands,  tenements  liberties, 
kc.  to  them  and  their  incceflbrt,  in  perpetuity^  and  otherwiie, 
and  to  give,  grant,  demiie,  Bcc,  the  fame  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  and  to  do  all  other  things  by  the  name  aforefatd, 
and  that  by  the  fami  name»  they  may  plead,  or  be  impleaded,  &c. 
in  what  court  foevcr^  ftc. 

And  ^9it  the  faid  governor  and  Rewards,  and  brethren  of  the 
faoaft-men  of  the  town  of  Newcaftle  aforeiaid,  and  their  fucceflbrs» 
that  feal  at  their  pleafure,  may  break,  alter,  and  make,  as  to  them 
/ball  fe«m  good.  And  the  queen  appointed],  that  there  be  and 
(hall  be  for  ever  hereafter,  of  the  number  of  the  hoafl*mcn,  &c* 
which  yearly  upon  the  4th  of  January,  (ball  be  diofen,  &c.  by  die 
faid  brethren  of  that  fraternity,  &c.  to  be  governor,  &€.  And 
likewife  there  fhall  be  for  ever  hereafter,  two  honeft  and  difcreet 
men  of  the  faid  number  of  hoail-men,  &c.  who  (hall  be  the  iaid 
4th  of  January,  chofen  by  the  faid  governor,  fteward,  and  bre> 
ihrtn  of  the  faid  fraternity,  6^c.  And  that  the  queen's  will  in  the 
prtmifes,  have  a  more  excellent  effed,  (he  afligneth,  nameth,  and 
createth  William  Jennifon,  the  elder,  to  be  the  firfl  and  modem 
governor,  &;c.  Moreover  ile  hath  afligned,  named,  conltitated, 
and  appointed  Francis  Andcrfon  and  John  Barker  to  be  the  firft 
and  modem  (Reward ^  of '.hit  fraternity,  &c. 

The  queen  fiirth^^r  grants  to  the  faid  governor,  Rewards,  and 
brethren  of  the  faid  frateiuity  oi  hoafl-men,  &c.  and  to  their  fac* 
ccffors,  that*  th;  AiJ  jj'>vcmor,  lie  wards,  and  brethren,  &c.  and 
their  fucceffors,  .Sec  ihall  h.ive  in  every  lit  time,  forever  hereafrer» 
full  powci  ot  inceti?!^,  m  rhvn  j<uild-lull,  or  in  any  other  place 
couveni;:nt  \iviiUin  the  laid  town,  and  there  to  conllttote>  make 
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fach  laws,  inftitutes»  &c.  wbich  to  the  faid  governor,  ftewards^' 
and  brethreiiy  ^c.  good*  vfaolefomey  profitable,  &c.  according  to 
as  diey  ihall  think  good,  for  the  good  rule  and  government  of  the 
gOTemor,  Aewards,  and  brethren  of  the  iatd  fraternity,  and  for 
dedaration,  by  what  means  and  order,  they  and  their  fadors, 
fcrvantSy  and  apprentices,  in  their  office  and  bufinefles,  concerning' 
tbe  iaid  fraternity,  they  fhail  have,  carry  and  ufe,  &c.  and  th^ 
the  governor,  (lewards,  and  brethren  of  that  fraternity,  &c.  as 
ofdm  as  they  grant,  make,  ordain,  or  cHabliih  fuch  laws,  tnfti* 
tates,  inform,  and  they  may  tmpofe  fuch  paias,  penalties,  punifli* 
mcnts,  and  imprifonments  of  body,  or  by  fines,  &c.  upon  all  dclin* 
qiients  againfl  fuch  laws,  inilitutes.  &c«  as  to'  them  (hall  be 
thought  aeceffary  and  requirite,  and  as  to  them  (hall  be  thought 
bed  for  the  obfervation  of  the  faid  laws,  ordinances,  ^c.  and  the 
(aid  fines  and  amerciaments  at  their  difcretions,  they  may  levy, 
have  and  retain  to  them  and  their  fucceifors,  to  the  ufe  of  the  go* 
feroor,  ftewards,  and  brethren  aforefnid,  without  calumny, 
ftc.  all  which,  and  (ingular  laws,  ordinances,  &c.  the  faid 
qaeen  willeth  to  be  obferved  ;  fo  thit  the  (aid  laws,  ordinances, 
&c.  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  or  (Ututes  of  the  kingdom  of 
England. 

And  further,  the  queen  granteth  to  tlie  faid  governor,  (lewardit 
and  brethren,  &c.  and  to  their  fucce/Fors,  that  for  ever  hereafteft 
they  and  their  fucce(rors,  5cc«  m.iy  h^ve,  and  (hall  have  fuU 
power,  from  thne  to  time,  at  their  pleafnre,  to  chufe,  name,  and 
ordain  other  inhabitanu  and  biirge/Fes  of  the  faid  town,  &C  to 
be,  and  (hall  be  brethren  of  the  faid  fraternity,  scC.  who,  £b 
deded,  nominated  and  fworn,  (hall  be  named,  and  be  brethren 
of  that  fraternity. 

Moreover,  the  faid  queen  grants  licence,  power,  and  authority 
to  the  faid  governor,  Rewards,  and  bretAren,  &c.  and  to  their 
fweeffors,  that  they,  for  the  time  being,  and  their  facce(rors,  and 
every  of  then  for  ever  hereafter,  may  and  (hall  quietly  and  peate- 
ably  have,  hold,  ulc,  and  enjoy  all  fuch  liberties,  privileges,  te. 
concerning  the  loading  and  unloading,  (hipping,  or  unihipping  of 
ftone-coals,  pitH:oals,  grind-ftones,  rub-ftones,  and  whet-ftones. 
And  that  they  may  for  ever  hereafter,  load  and  unload,  (hip  and 
ttn(hip,  in  or  out  of  any  (hips  or  veffeh,  pit-coals,  and  (tones  afore* 
(aid,  within  the  faid  river  and  port  of  Tyne,  in  any  place  or  places, 
a«  to  them  (hall  be  expedient  between  the  faid  town  of  Newcaftle, 
^c.  and  the  aforeiaid  place,  in  the  aforefaid  river,  called  the  Spar* 
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hawke,  G}  nigh  to  the  faid  ocnrn  of  Nevcaftle,  Ac.  as  coQTtniei^f 
may  be  doiie>  according  to  ^  tnisntioir  of  thefe  letten  fwtentSi 
as  the  nen  and  brethren  of  the  {kid  fraternity,  at  any  time  have 
ttfed  and  aceuflomcd,  notwithftanding  the  ftatute  of  king  Hemy 
VI II.  the  third  of  Noveiyiber,  in  the  lift  year  of  his  reign*  and 
from  dience  adjoarned  to  Weftminfter,  holden/  publiihedy  1559. 
Itttftukd  an  a^  concemmg  Newcaftk  and  the  poitt  &c.  to  tfae 
Ihine  beloQging,  or  any  other  ad,  kc*  notwithftanding :  Aad 
the  faid  queen  alio  willeth,  &c.  for  that  cxpreft  mcntiont  &c» 
wttnefs  the  qneen,  at  Weftminfter,  the  aad  of  Match,  in  the  jsth 
year  of  her  reign* 

December  21/ 1 6©3,  a  decree  wai  made  by  the 
preiident  and  council  of  the  north,  upon  fubmiffion 
to  them,  for  the  government  of  the  town  of  New- 
caftle  upon  Tyne  ;  which  ordt^red,  that,  upon  the  an- 
cient day  of  eledlion,  the  twelve  myfteries  (hould 
prefent  twenty-four,  who  fliould  chufe  four,  the  then 
mayor,  and  three  other  burgeffces,    wlto  had   been 
mayors  and  aldermen ;  and   for  want  of  which  to 
chufe  (hcriff-pecrs,  and  for  want  of  thcfe  laft,  cbmmon 
burgefles;  which  four  were  to  elecV  feven  aldcrnicn, 
and  one  that  had  bten  fhenff,  in  all  twelve  perfoiis : 
and  tliat  as  to  the  other  twelve,  called  the  twelve  of 
the  latter  eledion,  the  twelve  myfteries  (hould  each 
fend  one  to  be  prefented  to  the  former  cledors,  who 
were  to  chufe  fix  out  of  the  laid  twelve.     And  that 
the  following,  called  by-trades,  viz.  mafters-nxariners, 
weavers,  barbers,  cbirurgeons,  with  chandlers,  cutlers, 
ihipwrigfats,  boufe-carpenters,  malons,  glovers,  joiners, 
millers,  curriers,  with  fek-makers,  and  armourers, 
colliers,    with  carriage-men,    flaters,  glaziers,  with 
pJumbers,  and  painters ;  in  all»  fourteen  companies, 
ihould  each  fend  one :  and  that  twelve  fliould  be 
chofen  out  of  this  fourteen ;  out  of  which  twelve, 
the  former  eighteen  flatouM  take  fix,  making  twenty- 
four 
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four  in  all,  who  were  to  eleft  the  o/ficers  of  the  cor- 
poration.    And  alfo  twenty-four  others,   with    the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  nieriff,  to  make  the  common- 
council  ;  of  whom  the  whole,  or  the  greater  number, 
whereof  the  mayor  and  fix  aldermen  were  to  be  fe- 
ven,  fhould  difpofe  of  the  revenues,  leafes,  and  offices, 
and  that  nothing  ftould  pafs  the  common  feal  with- 
out their  confent.     This  decree  enjoined  alfo,  that 
the  twenty,  four  auditors  fhould  be  allowed  thirteen 
fliillings  and  fourpence  per  day;    that  the  mayor 
and  recorder  fliould  be  of  the  quorum  in  the  gaol- 
delivery  ;  and  that  every  free-burgefs  fljould  be  ad- 
mitted an  iioaftman,  on  payment  of  fifty-three  fliil- 
lings and  fourpence  ;  and  a  freeman's  fon.  or  appren- 
tice, fi>r  paying  thirty-three  fliillings ;  and  that  the 
charters  fliould  be  renewed  accordingly. 

March  31.  1604,  king  James  I.  granted  a  charter 
to  the  mayor  and  burgefles  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne 
which  confirmed  the  mode  of  eleding  officers    as  by 
the  decree  dated  at  York.  December  2,   1603  •  with 
this  difference,  that  the  by-trades,  now  encreafed  one 
m  number,  fljould  fend  fifteen  perfons,  who  were  to 
choofe  twelve  burgcffeS,  as  by  that  decree      This 
charter  further  enjoined,  that  every  a<a.  ordinance 
or  conftitution  which  haJ  been  made  or  agreed  upori 
jn  guild,  either  by  the  mayor  and  burgefles,  aflem- 
^i?  "'*'^*  "P  *"y  writings,  &c.  concerning  the 
pofleffions  of  the  faid  mayor  and  burgefles ;  unlefs 
the  fame  were  with  the  aflent  and  confent,  and  in 
the  prefence  of  the  mayor  and  common- council   or 
the  greater  part  of  them,  whereof  the  mayor  and  fix 
aldermen  were  to  be  feven. 

A.  D.  1684,  Charles  11.  demanded  the  charter  of 
the  corporation  of  Newcattle,  along  with  tbofe  of  all 
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the  incorporated  towns  and  cities  of  the  kingdom ; 

•  which  was  furrendered  accordingly.  A  new  charter 
was-granted  them  by  that  prince,  but  he  referved  to 
himfelf  the  power  of  placing  fuch  as  he  pjeafcd  in 

.  the  magiftracy  ;  and  accordingly,  he  difplaced  the 

.  mayor  chofen  by  the  corporation,  and  filled  his  room 
with  Sir  WiHiam  Creach,  a  violent  papift.     A  flatter- 
ing addrefs  to  the  king  was  (igned  by  him  and  other 
aWermen,  who  were  papifls ;  but  was  negatived  by 
m  majority  of  that  body.     This  fo  offended  James  II. 

.that,  by  a  quo  warranto,  their  charter  was  demanded 
again  ;  when  tliat  prince,  unworthy  of  a  throne,  ab- 
dicated the  government,  and  the  ever-meniorablc  re- 

.  volution  took  place. 

Thus  again  (lays  Mr.  Brand)  the  corporation  of 
Newcaflle  upon  Tyne  emancipated  from  the  fliacklcs 
of  a  government  founded  on  principles  of  the  moll 
defpotic  tyranny,  recovered  its  ancient  liberty  in  the 
choice  of  its  own  cfficers  and  magiftrates,  and  imme* 
diately  exercifed  that  privilege  by  appointing  a  new 
fet  of  them. 
By  the  above  and  otjiei:  charters  of  lefs  importance, 

,  we  may  fee  how  the  immunities  and  privileges  of  the 
free  burgefles  of  N^wcaftle  have  been  obtained  and 
fecured  from  a  very  renfote  period;  previous  to 
which  the  town  appears  to  have  been  the  property  of 
the  crown  in  the  time  of  William  Rufus,  the  fon  of 
the  conqueror ;  who,  after  he  had  finiCied  the  caftle, 
gave  the  circumjacent  lands  to  the  neighbouring  in-  j 
habitants,  whom  he  invited  to  fettle  here,  and  build 
and  fortify  anew  or  more  extenfive  town,  which,  it 
is  faid,  he  firft  converted  into  a  borough,  and  dc- 
niifed  to  itp  own  burgeffes  at  a  certain  annual  fee 

farm. 
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David  king  of  Scots  had  liis  refi  Jence  in  NewcaiUc 
mod  part  of  king  Stephen's  reign,  and  gave  them 
many  lands,  fabricated  borough  laws  for  the  burgefles, 
built  churches  and  religious  houfes  for  their  vvorQiip. 
Edward  L  extended  thefe  privileges,  by  granting  by 
Riitent,  permiffion  to  the  free  burgefl'^s  to  bequeath 
their  lands  and  tenements  to  whom  they  pleafed  ;  as 
alfo  in  the  year  1209,  by  a  freih  charter  granted 
to  that  body  the  lands  and  tenements  in  Pampedon, 
or  Pandon,  in  the  manor  of  Byker,  v/ith  all  culloms 
and  liberties  there,  to  conftitute  henceforth  one  town 
and  borough.  And  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  Ncw- 
caftle  wasfeparated  from  the  county  of  Northumber- 
land, and  made  a  town  and  county  of  itfelf, 

CORPORATION  or  NEWCASTLE. 

Having  thus  given  a  fuccinft  account  of  the  char* 
ters,  grants,  and  privileges,  by  which  the  rights  and 
municipal  franchifes  of  the  freemen  of  this  ancient 
town  are  faid  to  be  held,  we  proceed  to  defcribe  its 
civil  government. 

The  power  of  adminiftration  is  vefted  in  the  mayor^ 
who  is  chief  magiftrate  ;  a  (heritV,  a  recorder,  a  town- 
clerk,  ten  aldermen,  and  a  common  council  of  twen- 
ly-foun 

The  gentlemen  who  at  prefent  fill  thefe  ftations, 
are  the  following : 

JOSEPH  FORSTER.  Efq.  Mayor. 
Aldermbn. 
Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  bart.  Anthony  Hood,  cfq. 

John  Erafmus  Blackett,  efq.         Robert  Shafto  Hedley,  efq. 
William  Cramlington,  efq.  Archibald  Reed,  efq. 

William  Yiclder,  efq.  Robert  Clayton,  efq. 

Francis  Johnfon,  efq.  Thomas  Clennell,  efq. 
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Matthew  Hcdlcy,  cfq.  Sheriff. 
R.  H.  Williamfon,  cfq.  Recorder. 
Mr  William  Potter,  and  Mr.  Richard  Chambers,  Coroners. 
H.  Shadforth,  efq.  Clerk  of  the  Chambers. 
Robert  Pinknej,  Sword*bearer. 


Jofeph  Forfter,  efq.  mayor 
Sir  M,  W.  Ridley,  bart. 
J.  £.  Blackett 
R.  S.  Hedlcy 
Francis  Johnfon 
William  Cramlington 
Anthony  Heod 
Robert  Clayton 
Archibald  Reed,  and 
Thomas  Clennell,  efqs. 
Mr.  Thomas  Smith 
Mr.  Hsnry  Cramlington 


Elbctors. 

Mr.  Broagh  Pow 
Mr.  Ifaac  Cookfon 
Mr.  Robert  YeUolcy 
Mr.   Robert  Harriibn 
Mr.  Richard  Chambers 
Mr.  Robert  Widdringtoa 
William  Harle,  cfq. 
Mr.  Lionel  Robiba 
Mr.  Hugh  Johnfon 
Mr.  JEldward  Milbum 
Mr.  James  Archbold 
Mr.  Thomas  Coulfdiu 


Mr.  Jofhua  Wardle 

Mr.  Robert  Davifon 

Mr.  Robert  Lake 

Mr.  William  Foggin 


CHAHBtRLAINS. 

Mr.  Thomas  Lupton 
Mr.  Mofes  Manners 
Mr.  William  Story 
Mr.  Matthew  Hindmarfli, 


Serjbants  at  Mace. 
Mr.  Edward  Manners  Mr.  Thotnas  Hewitfim 

Mr.  George  Dobfon  Mr.  Henry  Forftcr 

Mr.  Waiiam  Scott  Mr.  Robert  Whitfield. 

Mr.  TTiomas  Mewbum 


Common 

Mr.  Ifaac  Cookfon 
Mr.  Nicholas  Hall 
Mr.  Thomas  Smith 
Mr.  William  Wright 
Mr.  Henry  Cramlington 
Mr.  Henry  Shadforth 
Mr.  Robert  Harrtfon 
Mr.  Thomas  Burdon 
Mr.  John  Anderfon 


Council. 

Mr.  Shafto  John  Hedley 
Mr.  William  Raifbeck 
Mr.  George  Brumell 
Mc  William  Lailie 
Mr.  Jos.  Pollard 
Mr.  John  Langlatids 
Mr.  Matthew  Hunter 
Mr.  Richard  Huntley 
Mr.  Thomas  Maddifotr 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Edward  Wilfon  Mr.  Robert  Ydloley 

Mr.  Thomas  Robinfoo  Mr.  William  Watfon 

Mr.  Thomas  Rutherford  Mr.  Richard  CliamUrs. 

Mr.  John  Galc»  Gaoler. 

Mr.  Richard  Hill,  Town-Marflial. 

Mr.  Cuthbcrt  Pigg,  Town-Surveyor. 

COURTS. 

The  Mayor's  Court  is  held  every  Monday,  in  the 
mayor's  chamber,  at  the  wett  end  of  the  Guildhall,  in 
the  Exchange.  It  is  a  court  of  record,  and  of  great 
importance.  It  pvefervcs  the  rights,  laws,  franchifes, 
and  cuftoms  of  the  corporation.  In  it  ar«  tried  all 
adions  for  debt,  trefpafles,  siccounts,  covenants,  bro- 
ken attachments,  fequeftrations,  or  other  matters* 
iirifing  within  the  town  and  liberties,  to  any  value 
whatfoever,  againft  the  free  burgeffes  only.  No  at- 
tomies  are  allowed  to  plead  in  it,  but  fuch  as  are  free  , 
of  the  courts  of  the  corporation,  who  are  fworn  at 
their  admiflion.  It  hath  eight  ferjeants  at  mace  td 
attend  it,  one  of  which  is  alfo  water-bailiff,  or  clerk 
of  the  water, 

Newcaftle  being  a  place  of  vaft  bufinefs,  the  may- 
or's or  town-court,  is  commonly  crowded  with  num- 
bers who  have  complaints  to  make,  frc.  which  arc 
beard  with  patience  and  decided  with  equity.  Oil 
this  account,  fewer  caufes  arc  removed  ro  the  higher 
courts  than  would  otherwife  happen,  the  parties  com- 
monly relling  with  his  decifion. 

The  Snwirr's  Court  is  alfo  a  court  of  record,  held 
on  Wedneldays  and  Fridays,  in  the  fame  chamber, 
for  trials  and  entering  proceedings,  as  rules,  appear- 
ances, judgments,  pleas,  &c. 

Court  of  Conscience,     This  court  was  fird  infli^ 

tuted  in  Newcallle,  by  an  aft  of  Parliament,  anno 

1689, 
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1689,  in  thefiill  year  of  William  and  Mary;  and 
contirmed  by  another  h&,  anno  1755,  being  the  27th 
of  George  II. 

The  preamble  dates,  that  the  intention  of  this 
court  is  to  prevent  vexatious  fuits  for  fmall  funis  in 
courts  of  law,  which  are  often  hurtful  and  not  feldom 
ruinous  to  both  parties.  To  prevent  which  this 
Court  was  inftitutcd,  whereby  the  phintifF,  upon 
oath,  may  recover  any  debt  under  forty  fhillings. 

It  is  termed  a  court  of  conference,  (not  fuppofing 
furcly,  that  confcience  is  zjlranger  in  other  courts) 
becaufeall  debts  under  the  above  fum  may  be  reco- 
vered in  this  upon  the  creditor  making  oath  that  the 
fame  is  a  juft  debt  to  him.  The  mayor  and  com- 
miffioncr  are  the  judges.  They  adminifter  oaths  and 
commit  offenders  to  prifon.  They  proceed  fit  ft  by 
fummons.  This  cofts  three-pence.  If  the  defendant 
appear,  there  is  no  further  charge.  If  he  does  not, 
they  proceed  to  attachment  and  execution.  All  per- 
fons,  whether  freemen  or  not,  may  prefent  and  be 
prefented  in  this  court,  if  within  the  liberties  of  the 
town.  Freemen  may  be  prefented  though  they  live 
out  of  the  liberty. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  however,  that  an  attachment 
is  feldom  granteci/unlefs  the  plaintiff  give  fome  colla- 
teral evidence,  at  lead,  befides  his  fimple  oath,  and 
the  couit  and  Ipeclutors  who  generally  know  fome* 
tliin^  of  the  jdaintiff,  are  affured  that  the  oath  is 
founded  on  truth  ;  and  he  is  alfured  from  the  bench, 
that  wilful  perjury  fliould  it  be  detecled,  will  be  at- 
tended with  very  ferious  confequences,  and  lor  which 
the  rubbery  of  his  neighbour  of  a  few  (hillings  by  a 
falfe  ocilh,  will  be  a  poor  recompence  1 

Court 
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Court  of  Admiralty.  This  is  held  before  the 
mayor  for  the  prefervation  of  the  river  Tyne,  at  fuch 
times  as  he  (hall  dircft.  His  deputy,  the  water- 
bailiff,  gives  notice  of  all  offences  committed  con- 
■trary  to  the  orders  made  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
l)rood  of  fifties,  and  takes  effedual  care  that  offenders 
may  be  proceeded  againtt  according  to  law. 

The  Court  of  Common  Council.  This  is  after 
the  model  of  the  fupreme  court  of  the  nation.  It 
confifts  of  two  houfes  ;  one  is  for  the  mayor  and  al- 
dermen, the  other  is  for  the  commoners.  They 
make  all  bye-laws  for  the  benefit  of  the  corporation. 
In  this  court  are  recorded  all  deeds  and  evidences. 
The  mayor  can  call  and  adjourn  it  at  plealure. 

The  Court  of  Guild  is  holden  thrice  a  year,  and 
the  principal  bufinefs  is  for  the  api)rentices  and  fons 
of  freemen  to  petition  for  their  freedom  ;  they  are 
called  by  the  ftyle  of  the  company  that  their  mafters 
or  fathers  were  :  this  is  what  is  termed  "  calling  thair 
guilds."    The  wardens  and  ftewards  of  each  company 
attend  there  to  put  a  ftop  to,  or  prevent  any  perfon 
from  obtaining  his  freedom,  who  they  apprehend  is 
not  entitled  to  it.     An  apprentice  is  called  thrice  in 
guild,  or  rather  at  three  different  guild  days ;  the  foa 
of  a  freeman  only  once.     And  if  an  objeaion  be 
made,  or  a  ftop  put  to  bis  guild,  the  perfon  making 
the  objeftion  is  fumrooned  before  the  common-coun- 
cil,  to  give  his  realbn  for  flopping  the  guild  ;  and  if 
he'ftiew  good  caufe  for  making  the  objeftion,  then 
the  perfon  applying  cannot  be  fworn  a  freeman  till 
the  objeftion  be  removed.     But  if  no  ftop  be  put,  or 
objeaion  made  at  the  guild,  then  the  perfon  apply- 
ing may  at  any  time  afterwards  be  fworn  a  free  bur- 

^ek  before  the  mayor  or  any  other  roagiftrate. 

The 
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The  magiftrates  of  Newcaftle  being,  ex  officio, 
juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  town  and  county,  hold 
fcffions  of  the  peace  every  quarter  of  the  year  in  the 
guildhall.  Much  bufinefs,  and  very  frequently  of 
great  confequence,  is  tranfaded  on  thefe  occafionv 
The  recorder  always  prefides.  Criminal  caufes,  in- 
fringements on  the  privileges  of  the  burgefles,  inju- 
ries done  to  the  river,  &c.  are  all  tried  here ;  impri- 
lonments,  corporal  punifhment,  tranfportation,  and 
every  punifhment  (hort  of  life,  are  here  awarded  to 
thofe  legally  convided. 

We  (hall  conclude  this  defcription  of  the  civil  go- 
vernment of  this  large  and  populous  town,  and  the 
adminiftration  of  its  laws  and  cuftonis,  in  the  warip, 
and  we  hope  not  unmerited,  eulogium  upon  it  by 
the  learned  Mr  Wailis. "  It  muft  ever  be  remem- 
bered (fays  that  pleating  writer)  to  the  honour  of 
the  magiilrates  of  Newcaftle,    that  their  attention 
and  zeal  have  ever  been  confpicuous,  unremitted,  and 
ardent,  in  maintaining  harmony  and  good  order  a- 
mong  all  ranks  of  people  within  their  jurifdidion, 
and  fiigmatizing  bold  and  impudent  mifdemeaaors, 
Ever  inclined  to  lenity  rather  than  rigour,  and  coo*- 
fcious  how  much  fome  delinquents  are  more  afieded 
by  being  expofed  to  public  fbame  and  ignominy, 
than  by  any  other  fort  of  puniihment,  they  had  an 
ancient  cuftom  of  punifhing  drunkards  and  brawUog 
women,  by  canting  them  to  pafs  in  review  through 
the  tireets,  each  in  a  machine  fymbolicalof  their  no- 
torious mifcondu6t.     Thus  diftinguifbed  is  Newcaftie 
for  its  good  government.'*     We  have  only  to  add  the 
high  authority  of  his  majefty's  judges  of  aflize,  that  it 
is  certainly  owing  to  the  unremitted  attention  of  ttfe 
magiilrates  to  the  mild  adminiftration  of  juftice,  that 

the 
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the  calander  of  felonies,  mifdemeanours,  &c.  of  fo  vaft 
and  commercial  a  town  as  Newcaftle,  is  generally  th© 
faireft,  and  lead  fuilied  with  crimes  of  almoft  any 
other  in  their  extenfive  circuit. 

A  lift  of  the  mayors,  &€.  will  be  given  at  the 
clofe  of  the  work. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  TOWN  IN 

PARLIAMENT. 

Even  the  mod  arbitrary  defpot  cannot  govern  with- 
out advice.  He  touII  fee  with  the  eyes  and  hear 
with  the  ears  of  others.  Thefe  fubfidiary  media,  it 
muft  be  owned,  only  multiply  the  evils,  and  heighten 
the  preflTures  of  the  people.  In  the  feudal  times  of 
England,  the  prince  called  together  and  affeded  to 
be  advifed  by  the  deliberations  of  his  chiefs  or  nobles. 
Nor  was  it  till  the  vidorious  Saxons  held  their  wit- 
tenagemots^  or  public  aflemblies,  that  the  Britifti  na- 
tion had  the  nioft  diftant  idea  of  civil  liberty.  Be 
that  as  it  will,  the  parliaments  of  England  are  of 
high  antiquity.  But  this  auguil  body,  during  the 
revolution  of  feveral  centuries,  were  called,  more  for 
the  purpofes  of  receiving  royal  mandates,  and  fane- 
tioning  the  arbitrary  edidls  of  the  prince,  than  for 
enadling  and  promulgating  falatary  llatutes,  equally 
conducive  to  the  {lability  of  the  throne  and  the  beft 
interells  of  the  people.  This  was  almoll  invariably 
the  cafe  till  the  glorious  revolution,  when  the  people 
made  a  compad  with  the  piince,  and  put  the  fceptre 
into  his  hand  with  wife  and  prudent  limitations. 

It  is  curious  to  obferve  the  averfion  which  the 
knights  and  burgefles,  who  were  chofen  reprefenta- 
tives,  difcovered  to  accept  of  the  nomination,  in  for- 
mer times,  previous  to  the  revolution  ;  but,  as  Hume 
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juftly  obferves,  the  backwardnefs  of  our  anceftors  can 
btily  be  equalled  by  the  aftonifhing  avidity  which  is 
now  difcovcred  to  obtain  a  feat  in  parliament.  We 
would  not  wifli  to  credit  Walpole,  who  firft  quef- 
tioned  parliamentary  integrity,  and  faid,  that  ••  Every 
member  had  his  price.*' 

In  our  enumeration  of  the  burgefles  who  have  re- 
prefented  this  very  ancient  town,  the  limits  of  our 
work  will  not  permit  us  to  give  a  particular  detail ; 
nor  is  it  perhaps  material  to  be  known. 

Jt  is  uncertain,  fays  Mr.  Brand,  whether  or  not 
Ncwcailje  was  among  the  boroughs  fummoned  by 
the  barons  who  took  arms  {^gainll  king  Henry  111. 
to  fend  members  to  the  great  council  of  the  nation, 

^nno  1264. 

A.  D.  1283,  king  Edward  I.  fummoned  to  his  par- 
liament at  Shrew{bury,  two  knights  for  each  county, 
and  two  reprefentatives  each,  for  twenty-one  of  the 
principal  towns  in  England,  among  which  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne  is  named;  and  the  form  of  the  ancient 
writs  clearly  evinces,  that  the  two  perfons  to  be  ho- 
noured by  fuch  reprefentatlon  were  originally  to  be 
chofen  out  of  the  number  of  the  principal  burgefles 
of  the  refpeclive  towns. 

The  firft  two  burgefles  upon  record  who  were  cho- 
fen for  Newcaftle,  were  John  Scot  and  Peter  Graper, 
or  Draper,  who  reprefented  this  town  in  Parliament, 
held  at  York,  A.  D.  1297,  the  26th  of  Edward  I. 

In  the  parliament  held  at  London,  anno  1301, 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  was  reprefented  by  Nicholas 
Carliol  and  Thomas  de  Fifina  — Prynne's  ParHamen- 
tary  Writs. 

in  that  held  at  Weftminfter,  A.  D.  1310,  by  Rich. 
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Emelden  and  John  de  Garliol. — -►We  omit  feveral 
others* 

In  that  held  ibidem,  A.  D.  1386,  by  Laurence  de 
A6ton  and  Philip  Howeih  Laurence  de  Adlon  was 
chofen  in  fcveral  fucccflive  parliaments. 

In  that  held  ibidem,  by  Laurence  Adon  and  Ro^ 
ger  Thornton,  A.  D.  1399-  Goi)d  Roger  Thornton 
was  repeatedly  eleded,  nor  can  we  wohder  at  th^ 
choice. 

A.  D.  1441,  Robert  Rhodes  and  Robert  Heworth 
were  chofen. 

A.  D.  i<^53,  Sir  Robert  Brandling,  knight,  and 

Edward  Hall. 
A.  D.  1620,  Francis  Anderfon  and  Thomas  Rid* 

del,  knights. 

A.  D.  1626,  Henry  Anderfon  and  Thomas  Liddell^ 
knights, 

A,  D.  1640,  Henry  Anderfon,  knight,  and  John 
Blackfton,  efq. 

Sir  Henry  Anderfon,  knight,  was  difabled,  Sept.  4, 
1643,  for  deferting  the  fervice  of  the  houfe,  and  re*  ^ 
pairing  to  the  king's  (Charles  L)  army,  againft  the 
Parliament.-  Yet  he  had  fubfcribed  the  famous  fo- 
lemn  league  and  covenant.  Parliamentary  Hi/lory, 
vol.  xiii.  p  9. 

The  regal  government  being  overthrown,  and 
Charles  I.  being  beheaded  by  the  parliamentary 
array,  Oliver  Cmmwell,  their  general,  convened  a 
parliament,  called  the  Little  Parliament,  but  no  re« 
prefentatives  for  any  cities  or  borough,  except  Lon- 
don, were  returned. 

By  the  inftrument  of  government,  fubfcribed  by 
Oliver  Cromwell,  Dec.  16,  1653,  when  he  was  in- 
augarated  Lord  Protedor^  for  the  more  equal  repre- 
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fentation  of  the  kingdom,  three  members  were  af- 
figned  for  the  county  of  Northumberland,  one  for 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  and  one  for  Berwick. 

In  purfuance  of  the  above  plan,  in  the  parliament 
that  met  Sept.  3,  1 654,  Newcaftle  was  reprefented 
by  Sir  Arthur  Halilrig,  bart.  There  is  an  order  of 
the  common- council  of  Newcaftle,  May  31,  1654, 
for  allowing  five  Ihillings  per  day  to  fuch  perfon  as 
(hould  be  eledled  member  of  parliament,  ordered  to 
be  fummoncd  to  meet  at  Weftniinftcr  ^d  Sept.  next. 

By  a  lift  of  the  names  of  thofe  who  ferved  in  par- 
liament begun  at  Weftminfter  April  2^,  1660,  called 
the  Healing  Parliament,  as  they  were  returned  into 
the  crown  office,  it  appears  that  Robert  Ellifon  and 
William  Caverley,  efqs.  were  eleded  for  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne. 

In  the  parliament  held  in  the  13th  of  Charles  IF. 
Francis  Anderfon  and  John  Marley,  knights,  repre- 
fented this  town. 

A.  D  1674,  Sir  William  Blackett  and  Sir  Francis 
Anderfon  were  the  reprefentatives. 

A.  D.  1679,  Ralph  Carr,  knight,  and  Nathaniel 
Johnfon,  efq. 

In  the  convention  parliament,  in  confequence  of 
the  abdication  of  James  II.  Jan.  22,  1688,  Ralph 
Carr,  knight,  and  William  Blackett,  knt.  and  bart. 

In  the  parliament  which  met  March  20,  1689,  ift 
of  William  and  Mary,  Ralph  Carr,  knight,  and  Wil- 
liam Carr,  efq. 

In  that  of  Oft.  20,  1 702,  which  was  the  firft  par- 
liament of  queen  Anne,  Henry  Liddell,  knight,  and 
William  Carr,  efq. 

In  that  which  met  Od.  25,  1 705,  the  firft  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  conftituted  by  the  union, 
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which   commenced    on   May-day,    1707,    William 
Blackett,  knt.  and  bart.  and  William  Carr,  efq. 

In  the  firft  parliament  of  king  George  I,  which 
met  March  17,  1715,  William  Blackett,  bart.  and 
William  Wrightfon,  efq. 

In  the  firft  parliament  of  George  II,  Nov.  28, 
1727,  Sir  William  Blackett,  bart.  and  Nicholas  Fen- 
wick,  efq.  The  poll  ended  Sept.  8,  1727,  when  Sit 
William  Blackett  had  1 202  votes,  Mr  Fen  wick  11X9,. 
and  Mr  Carr  620.  The  unfuccefsful  candidate  peti- 
tioned, and  having  difqualified  above  600  of  Sir  WiU 
liam*s  voters  for  bribery,  he  was  voted  by  the  com- 
mittee duly  elefted. — Sir  William  died  Sept.  2g,  1728. 

In  the  eighth  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  meet 
June  13,  1734,  Walter  Blackett,  efq.  and  Nicholas 
Fcnwick,  efq.  This  eleftion,  the  poll-book  of  which 
was  printed,  laded  eight  days.  The  candidates  were 
Walter  Blackett,  efq.  who  had  1354  votes ;  Nicholas 
Fenwick,  efq.  and  alderman,  had  1083  ;  and  William 
Carr,  efq.  and  alderman,  716.  1795  freemen  voted 
at  this  eledion. 

In  the  ninth  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  1741, 
the  fame. — At  this  eleftion,  long  known  by  the  name 
of  the  ^eat  contejl,  which  lafted  fix  days,  the  poll- 
book  of  which  was  alfo  printed.  There  were  four 
candidates,  all  of  them  aldermen  of  tne  town,  vi^. 
Walter  Blackett,  efq.  who  had  1454.  votes;  Nicho- 
las Fenwick,  efq.  1231  ;  Matthew  Ridley,  efq.  1131, 
and  William  Carr,  efq.  683.  2391  freemen  voted 
upon  the  occafion.  It  is  faid  that  a  c^xx.'^^x\  yellow 
fnetal  was,  in  the  arduous  conttfl,  fcattered  with  a 
liberal  hand.  William  Carr  and  Matthew  Ridley, 
cfqrs.  wtre  petitioners. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Carr  died  May  16,  1742  ;  and  Mr.  Ridley  re- 
newed his  petition  in  the  fecond  feflion.  Mr.  Fen- 
wick  declined  being  a  candidate,  in  the  year  1 747, 
and  died  at  Lemington  1752. 

In  the  tenth  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  1747, 
Walter  Blackett  and  Matthew  Ridley,  efqrs.  were 
cbofen  reprefentatives.  Walter  Blackett,  efq.  fuo- 
ceeded  to  the  title  of  baronet,  Odober  xo,  1749*  on 
the  death-of  his  father. 

In  the  eleventh  parliament,  1754,  by  Sir  Walter 
Blackett,  bart.  and  Matthew  Ridley,  efq. 

In  the  firft  parliament  of  George  III.  by  the  fame, 

March  21,  1768,  the  fame  were  re-eleded. 

In  the  fourteenth  parliament  of  Greit  Britain,  this 
town  was  reprefented  by  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  bart. 
and  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  bart.  of  Blagdon. 

On  July  2,  1774,  Mr.  .Ridley  reiigned  againft  the 
next  general  eledlion.  The  conteft  00  this  occafion 
continued  eight  days,  ending  on  Wednefiday,  Odober 
19,  1774.  The  poU-book  was  printed.  Sir  Walter 
Blackett  had  1432  votes,  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley 
141 1  ;  the  hon.  Conilantine  John  Phipps,  (after- 
wards Lord  Mulgrave)  795;  and  Thomas  Delaval, 
efq.  677.  2162  perfons  voted  on  this  occafion ;  a 
fmaller  number,  by  229,  thanr  at  the  great  conteft  in 
1741,  although  600  are  faid  to  have  been  admitted  to 
their  freedom  at  this  eledlion. 

Sir  John  Trevelyan,  bart.  was  chofen,  March  14, 
1 7 77,  on  a  vacancy  occafioned  by  the  death  of  his 
uncle.  Sir  Walter  Blackett,  at  London,  February  i/, 
of  that  year.  There  was  a  hard  conteft  on  this  occa- 
fion. It  began  on  Thurfday,  26th  February,  aod 
lafted  fourteen  days.  Sir  John  Trevelyan,. bart.  polU 
cd  1163;  and  Andrew  Rbbinfon  Bowes,  efq.  1068 

votes. 
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votes.  Mr.  Bowes  petitioned  againft  Sir  John  ;  but 
no  proof  of  bribery  being  produced,  his  election  was 
declared  valid. 

September  21,  T780,  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley, 
T)art.  and  Andrew  Robinfon  Bowes,  efq.  were  cbo- 
fen.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley  had  1408  votes ;  Mr.  Bowes 
1135  ;  Mr.  Dclaval  1085. 

At  this  eledlion  2245  freemen  voted ;  of  which 
number  it  is  remarkable,  that  862  were  fiiigle  voters, 
termed  plumpers ;  viz.  231  for  Sir  Matthew;  514 
for  Mr.  Bowes;  and  117  for  Mr.  Delaval,  The  lat- 
ter gentleman  petitioned  againft  Mr.  Bowes,  and 
fome  burgefles  againft  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley ;  but  no- 
thiiig  was  done  by  the  committee  in  either  petition, 

A.  D.  1 784,  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  bart,  and 
Charles  Brandling,  of  Gosforth-houfe,  efq.  were  eledt- 
ed  to  reprefent  this  town  in  parliament. 

In  the  year  1 790,  the  fame  two  gentlemen  were 
rc-chofen  ;  as  were  they  again  at  the  general  election 
in  1796;  but,  on  account  of  the  ill  ftate  of  Mr. 
Brandling's  health,  he  religned  his  feat  in  the  year 
1798,  when  his  fon,  Charles  John  Brandling,  was 
chofen  in  his  Itead,  without  oppoiition. 

MERCHANT  ADVENTURERS. 

The  Phcnicians  were  among  the  moft  early  of  the 
nations  who  turned  their  attention  folely  to  trade. 
That  enterprizing  people  demonftrated  to  mankind 
that  commercial  intercourfe  was  the  moft  powerful 
cement  of  fociety ;  and  that,  while  it  rendered  the 
various  produdions  of  different  climes,  and  of  the 
moft  remote  nations,  one  common  fund  anfwering 
all  the  wants  of  man  ;  it  at  the  fame  time  foftened 
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the  manners  of  the  mod  uncultivated,  and  difarmed 
the  hand  of  the  violent  and  the  rapacious.  To  the 
affiftance  of  commerce,  fociety  will  be  found  in- 
debted for  the  greater  part  of  whatever  contri- 
butes to  the  eafe,  convenience,  or  elegance  of  life. 
But  an  infular  fituation  has  ever  been  found  mod 
friendly  to  trade,  and  indeed  (fays  a  modern  hillo- 
rian)  every  acknowledgment  is  due  to  it  from  the 
inhabitants  of  iflands ;  and  we  of  Britain,  with  our 
very  exiftencc,  perhaps  owe  to  trade  all  that  gives 
value  to  our  prefent  being,  our  progrefs  in  fcience, 
our  improvement  in  every  art,  our  perfonal  fecurity, 
our  national  opulence  and  grandeur,  and,  probably, 
what  ought  to  be  of  the  highcft  concern  to  us,  our 
fuperior  knowledge  of  religious  truth. 

Mercantile  focieties,  anciently  called  guilds,  or 
fraternities,  are  thought  to  have  been  firll  founded  in 
Europe  near  the  latter  end  of  the  feventh  century. 
The  borough  of  Newcaftle  ftood  much  indebted  to 
the  patronage  of  king  John,  and  was  honoured  very 
early  in  his  reign  with  extenfive  and  new  franchifes. 
And  it  was  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  his  reign  that 
he  conftituted  in  it  a  fociety  of  free  merchants.  This 
fraternity  he  exempted  ftom  pleading  any  where 
without  its  walls  to  any  plea  but  that  concerning  fo- 
reign trade.  He  releafed  them  from  the  duty  of 
toll,  laftage,  pontage,  and  paflage  in  the  feaports  of 
his  dominions  at  home  and  abroad,  empowering  the 
m^yor  of  Newcaftle,  or  (heriff  of  Northumberland, 
to  give  them  reparation  for  whatever  injury  they 
might  fuftain. 

Anciently  Englifh  merchants  were  prohibited  from 
carrying  flaplc  commodities  out  of  the  realm ;  but 
Newcaftle,  by  a  charter  of  king  Edward  III.  in  the 
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year  1353,  was  made  a  ilaple  town  in  common  with 
nine  others,  whither  the  merchants  of  England  were 
by  ad  of  parliament  to  carry  their  wool,  cloth,  lead, 
tin,  &c. 

December  4th,  1504,  a  licence  was  granted  by 
ling  Henry  VII.  to  the  governors  and  merchants  of 
the  merchants'  guild,  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  em- 
powering them,  till  the  firft  of  Auguft  next,  to  buy 
any  wools  or  woolfels,  of  the  growth  of  Northumber- 
land, Cumberland,  Weftmorcland,  Durham,  AUcrton 
and  Ricbmondfhires,  and  Ihip  them  from  Newcaftle 
to  any  part  of  Flanders,  Brabant,  Holland,  Zealand, 
or  any  foreign  parts,  at  two  Ihippings,  paying  for 
every  fack  of  flour  ten  ftiillings,  and  the  like  fum  for 
every  two  hundred  and  forty  woolfels. 

December  11,  1509,  king  Henry  VIIL  renewed 
the  above  grant ;  and,  in  1517,  he  made  an  exempli- 
fication of  former  grants  to  the  merchants  of  New- 
caftle. 

The  exports  of  this  fociety,  about  the  year  1520, 
appear  to  have  been  canvas,  flieep-lkins,  lamb-fels, 
lead,  grindftones,  coals,  and  rough-tanned  leather. 

Edward  VI.  1546,  granted  a  charter  to  the  mer- 
chants of  Newcaftle,  by  the  title  of  Merchant  Ven- 
turers, in  the  ports  of  Brabant,  beyond  the  feas ;  to 
confift  of  a  governor,  twelve  afliftants,  and  two  war- 
dens ;  to  be  elefted  and  fworri  on  the  ninth  of  Odlo- 
bcr  in  every  year;  to  have  perpetual  fucceffion, 
power  to  fue  and  to  be  fued,  &c.  a  clerk,  a  feal,  and 
beadle  ;  power  to  purchafe  lands,  to  make  by-laws, 
to  buy  and  ftiip  to  foreign  parts  wool  and  woolfels  of 
the  growth  of  Northumberland,  &c,  as  before  by 
Henry  VIL 
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A  by-law  of  this  fociety,  dated  1554,  concerning 
the  apprentices  of  the  fellowfiiip,  exhibits  an  intereft- 
ing  pidture  of  the  then  drefs  and  manners  ;  it  is  enti- 
tled an  aft  for  the  apparel  of  apprentices,  November 
J,  1554.  After  inveighing  againft  the  vices  and  ex- 
cefles  of  the  times,  it  adds,  "  What  dyfeng,  carding, 
and  mumming,  what  typling,  dauncing,  and  brafenge 
of  harlots !  what  garded  coats,  jagged  hofe  lyned 
with  fiik  and  cut  fhoes !  what  ufe  of  gitterns  by  night, 
what  wereing  of  herds  I  what  daggers  is  by  them 
worn  croflTe  over  thwarte  their  backs  that  this  tbeire 
doings  are  more  cumlye  and  decent  for  rageng  ruf- 
fians than  fecmlie  for  honeft  apprentizes !"  We  won- 
der What  our  beaux  efprits,  our  bloods  would  fay  to 
all  this. 

Anno  1603.  it  was  alfo  ordered  by  a  by-law  of  this 
fraternity,  that  **  their  apprentices  fliould  beforbidden 
to  daunce,  dice,  card,  mum,  or  ufe  any  mufic,  either  by 
ny^ht  or  by  day  in  the  ftreets.  They  are  no  t  to  wear 
any  velvat  or  lace  on  their  apparell,  neither  any  filk 
garters,  filk  or  velvat  girdles,  filk  points,  worded  ot 
jerfey  (lockings,  Ihoe-ttrings  of  filk,  pumps,  pantofles, 
or  cork  (hoes,  huts  lyned  with  velvat,  nor  clokes  and 
daggers,  neitlier  (hall  they  wear  their  haire  longe,  nor 
^ocks  at  their  ears  like  ruffians  !" 

Anno  1649,  a  by-law  of  this  fociety  ordered  ,,  that 
every  apprtiitite  Ihculd  cutt  his  haire  from  the  crown 
ot  his  head,  keep  his  foreheade  bare,  his  lockes,  if  any, 
Ihall  not  reatch  below  the  lap  of  his  eare,  and  the 
fame  length  to  be  obferved  behind.  And  if  in  cafe 
any  be  ficke,  he  (liall  weare  a  linnen  cap  and  no 
Oilier,  and  that  without  lace.  And  they  Ihall  weare 
no  beaver  hatts,  nor  caftors,  if  their  hatts  be  blacke, 
they  fliall  have  blacke  bands,  if  grey  hatts,  their  bands 
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faitable.     They  fliall  weare  no  lilke,  ftufFe,  or  camell 
haire,  &c." 

In  the  year  1656,  refpecling  apprentices,  there  is 
this  curious  preamble,  "  Whereas  in  thefe  laie  times, 
wherein  iniquity  abounds,  we  find,  by  woeful  expe- 
rience, a  great  apoftacy  and  falling  off  from  the  truth 
to  popery,  quakerifm,  and  all  manner  of  herefy,  and 
and  unheard-of  blafphemy  and  profaiienefs.  Jinact- 
ed,  that  no  popifh  recufant,  quaker,  or  any  who  ihall 
not  attend  duly  on  his  mailer  at  the  public  ordi- 
nances; or  any  who  is  bafe. begotten,  crook-backed, 
or  lame,  or  any  other  way  deformed,  be  taken  an  ap-- 
prentice,  on  pain  of  being  fined  one  hundred  marks. 
And  every  apprentice  convided  of  fornication  Ihould 
pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  pounds." 

This  fociety  agreed,  ^^T^t  ^-^  P^X  ^^^  ^^^7  of  pri. 
mage,  for  goods  imported  within  the  port  of  Tyne. 
The  imports  are  wainfcots,  great  balks,  boom  fpars, 
&.C.  &c. 

Mr.  Thomas  Davifon,  merchant-adventurer,  dc- 
vifed  to  this  fociety  certain  lands  in  the  Leazes,  of  the 
yearly  value  often  pounds. 

The  fociety,  anno  1 681,  fold  ninety-four  ridges  of 
land  in  the  Leazes,  devifeJ  to  them  by  Xho.nas 
Davifon,  to  the  corporation  for  ever,  at  the  annual 
rent  of  thirteen  pounds. 

Mr  John  Rumney  bequeathed,  1694,  ^^  ^his  frater- 
nity of  merchants,  the  fum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  to 
be  lent  out  to  a  yo  ung  brother,  without  inteitft,  for 
three  years. 

Mr.  Timothy  Davidfon,  merchant-adventurer  and 
boothman,  by  his  will,  dated  February  7, 1604,  S^^'^ 
the  fum  of  three  hundred  pounds  to  this  fraternity, 
on  condition  that  two- thirds  of  the  interell  thereof 
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ihould  be  paid  to  the  poor  brethren  and  widows  of 
the  company,  in  the  month  of  December  every  year, 
and  the  remaining  third  part  to  the  four  churches  of 
NewcalUe. 

Jofeph  Atkinfon,  merchant-adventurer  and  booth- 
man,  bequeathed  to  this  fociety  one  hundred  pounds, 
to  be  lent  to  a  young  trading  brother  for  five  years  ; 
dated  March  13, 1712. 

Thomas  Davifon,  efq.  of  Ferry-hill,  in  the  county 
of  Durham,  by  his  declaration  of  trufl,  dated  Auguft 
^9»  i755»  acknowledged  his  having  funk  five  hundred 
pounds  in  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle,  upon  truft, 
that  they  fhould  pay  the  yearly  intereft  of  the  faid 
fum,  at  four  per  cent,  whenever  it  (hould  amount  to 
fifty  pounds,  to  a  Ion  of  a  merchant  of  this  fociety,  or 
to  any  young  man  who,  by  fervitudc,  (hould  obtain 
his  franchife  thereof,  to  affift  him  in  beginning  bufi- 
nefs  for  himfelf ;  deputing  firft  Sir  Walter  Blackett, 
bart.  Morton  and  Thomas  Davifon,  efqrs.  to  appoint 
fuch  young  merchants:  and,  after  the  refpeftive 
deaths  of  thefe  gentlemen,  the  mayor,  aldermen,  flic- 
riff,  and  common-council  of  Newcaftle,  for  the  time 
being,  in  common- council  affembled. 

With  feveral  other  bequetts,  which  our  limits  will 
not  allow  us  to  infert. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  the  merchants'  company  is  of 
very  high  antiquity  ;  as  they  themfelves  fet  forth,  in 
an  application  to  parliament,  1644,  ^^^^  ^^^7  have 
been  a  company  of  merchants  ever  fince  king  John*s 
time,  and  have  been  confirmed  in  their  privileges  by 
many  royal  grants  and  charters  ;  and  that  they  have 
been  a  guild  of  merchants  ever  fince  the  i7th  year  of 
king  John,  (they  add)'  which  is  a  year  before  the 
grant  to  the  merchants  of  London. 

They 
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They  poffefs,  by  charter,  feveral  exclufive  privi- 
leges, and  are  regulated  by  a  code  of  by-laws,  judicious 
and  falutary,  for  promoting  the  co^nmon  intereft  of 
this  opulent  fraternity,  and  of  the  town. 

The  hall  in  which  they  hold  their  public  meetings 
is  in  the  eaft  end  of  the  town-court ;  an  elegant  and 
fpacious  room,  commanding  a  fine  view  of  the  river. 

The  particulars  of  a  fubjeft  (fays  Brand,  with  great 
propriety)  which  is  found  of  fqch  moment  in  the 
general  confideration;  cannot  be, thought  trivial;  nor 
will  that  labour  feem  unimportant  which  had  colleiS:-. 
ed  the  fcattered  memorials  of  thibfe  inhabitants  of  this 
place,  who,  devoting  themfelve^  to  the  profeffiv^n  of 
merchandize,  have,  in  a  long  apd  uninterrupted  fuc- 
ceflion,  with  the  gradual  improvement  of  their  town, 
aggrandized  their  refpedive  families,  and  contributed 
in  no  fmall  degree,  to  the  advancement  of  the  date. 

Governors  of  the  Merchants^  Company. 


1480  March  23,  Thomas  Pen* 
redi,  clerk 

1490  Oiflober  13,  Peter  Be- 
wick, mafter 

151 3  John  filaxton,  mafter 

1516  John  Brandling 

151 7  Edward  Baxter 

1518  The  fame 

15 1 9  Thomas  Horfley 
1519  The  fame 

1528  Edward  Swinbam 
1533  Thomas  Horflcy 
1J36  Robert  Brandling 
1546  Henry  Anderfon 
154^  Robert  Brandling 

1548  Mark  Shaftoe 

1549  Cuthbert  EUifon 

1550  Robert  Briham 


1 55 1  Bertram  Anderfon 

1552  Robert  Lewen 
iSSZ  Cuthbert  Blunt 

1554  Cuthbert  EUifon 

1555  Robert  Hodgfon 

1556  Chriftopher  Mitford 

1557  Bertram  Anderfon 

1558  Ofwald  Chapman 

1559  Robert  J^Uifon 

1560  Chrillopher  Mufgravc 

1561  John  Wilkinfon 
1564  Robert  Brandling     ^ 
1569  Chriflopher  Mitford 
1573  William  Selby 

1575  Henry  Anderfon 

1576  Henry  brandling 
1578  Mark  Shaftoe 
1580  Richard  Hodgfon 

1587  Edward 
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5B7  Edward  Lcwen 

588  Roger  Nicholfon 

589  William  Selby 

590  Robert  Atkinfon 

591  George  Farneby 

592  Roger  Raw 

593  Lionel  Maddifon 

594  Henry  Anderfon 

595  William  Riddle 

596  Ralph  Jennifon 

597  Henry  Chapman 

598  George  Famcby 

599  William  Jennifon 

600  Sir  George  Selby,  knt. 

60 1  Francis  Anderfon 

602  Robert  Dudley 

603  William  Warmoiith 

604  Thomas  Riddle 

605  Lionel  Maddifon 

606  Sir  George  Selby,  knt. 

607  James  Clavering 

608  Henry  Chapman 

609  Thomas  Liddel 

610  William  Jennifon 

6 1 1  Sir  George  Selby,  knt. 

612  William  Warmouth 


1622  Sir  George  Selby,  knt. 

1623  Henry  Maddifon 

1624  William  Hall 

1625  Thomas  Liddle 

1 6a  6  Alexander  Davifofi 

1628  Robert  Bewick 

1629  John  Clavering 

1630  William  Warmouth 

1639  The  fame 

1640  Alexander  Davilba 

1641  Leonard  Cart 

1646  Ralph  Grey 

1647  The  fame 

1648  Chridopher  Nicholfoa 
The  fame  till  1670 

1670  Thomas  Da  vifon 

The  fame  till  1675 
1676  Robert  Elltfon 
1678  Timoihy  Daivfon 
1696  Nicholas  Fenwick 
1704  Nicholas  Ridley 

171 1  Robert  Fenwick 

17 12  Matthew  White) 
1739  Matthew  Ridley 

Sir    Mathew    White    Ridley, 
hart,  the  prefent  governor. 


SOCIETY  OF  HOASTMEN. 

The  coal-trade  being,  of  all  other  branches  of  com- 
merce, of  the  greateft  confequence,  not  only  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Newcaftle,  but,  as  it  extends  its  influ- 
ence to  the  nation  at  large,  conftituting  one  of  the 
principal  conveniences  of  life,  opulence  to  the  mer- 
cantile branches,  and  fecurity  and  dignity  to  the  (late, 
whatever,  therefore,  refpefts  this  fourcc  of  national 
greatnefs  claims,  in  a  particular  manner,  our  atten- 
tion. We  will  not,  however,  in  the  prefent  ftage  of 
our  hiftory,  when  dcfcribing  the  conftitution  and  re- 
gulations 
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gulations  of  the  fociety  of  hoaftmen  or  fitters,  con- 
found  this  with  an  account  of  the  coal-trade,  as  we 
rcferve  this  important  department  for  a  place  appro- 
priated to  itfelf :  and  therefore  we  (hall  not  enter  in- 
to all  the  mi  nutias,  or  every  leffer  circumftance,  re- 
fpeding  this  opulent  and  very  confequential  fociety, 
feledting  only  the  mod  informing  and  important. 

It  appears  that  a  fociety  of  hoallmen  had  exifted  as 
a  guild  or  fraternity  in  the  town  of  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne  firom  time  immemorial,  before  their  incorponu 
tion  by  royal  charter,  which  is  faid  to  have  beea 
granted  on  the  following  occalion  :  About  the  year 
1599  queen  Elizabeth  requiring  of  the  mayor  and 
burgelTes  of  that  town  the  great  arrears  of  a  duty 
payable  to  tbe  crown,  of  two- pence  per  chaldron  on 
coals  fold  to  non  freejncn  in  the  port  of  Tyne,  (the 
date  of  which   deficiency  is  not  afcertained)  it  ap- 
peared that  the  payment  of  this  impoft  had  been  fo 
long  negledted,  that  they  found  themfelves  unable  to 
comply  with  the  royal  demand  ;  on  which  they  be- 
fought  her  majefty  to  remit  them  the  fum,  and  to  in- 
corporate the  old  guild  of  hoaftmen,  who,  on  their 
incorporation,  fliould,  by  a  grant  to  the  queen,  her 
heirs  and  fucccffbrs,  for  ever,  pay  one  fiiilling  for  every 
chalder  of  coals  exported  from  thence  to  the  free 
people  of  England.     Thefe  are  the  obfervations  of 
Mr  Gardiner  in  his  England's  Grievances  ;  but  the 
hoaftmen  fay,  they  made  this  grant  to  her  majefty  out 
of  pure  loyalty  and  goodwill,  and  to  enable  her  to 
fupport  the  realm  againft  its  foreign  enemies.     The 
queen  feems  indeed  to  countenance  this  patriotic 
m^ive  of  thtf  hoftmen,  as  fhe  obferves  ••  that  the 
(billing  per  chaldron  was  granted  to  her  by  the  hoft- 


men." 
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What  is  juftly  called  the  great  charter  to  the  town 
of  Newcaftle,  granted  by  this  fovereign  in  the  42d 
year  of  her  reign,  includes  a  claufe  whereby  this  fra- 
ternity is  incorporated,  and  in  which  forty-eight  pcr- 
fons  are  named  therein  for  the  better  loading  and  dif- 
pofing  of  pit>coal  and  flones  upon  the  Tyne ;  and  for 
their  own  better  fupport  as  a  fociety,  with  the  title 
of  governor,  ftewards,  and  brethren  of  the  fraternity 
of  hoaftmen  in  the  town  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  a 
common  feal  is  granted  them.  The  governor  and 
ilewards  are  to  be  annully  ele&ed  on  the  fourth  of 
January.  Power  is  given  them  to  load  and  unload 
any  where  on  the  river  Tyne  between  Newcaftle  and 
Sparhawk,  yet  as  near  Newcaftle  as  they  can,,  not* 
withftanding  the  ftatute  of  the  twenty -firft  of  Henry 

the  eight. See  the  abJiraB  of  this  charter  in  the 

preceding  pages. 

The  term  Oft,  or  Hoftman,  fecms  to  have  taken 
its  origin  from  a  paflage  in  a  ftatute  of  Henry  IV.  in 
the  year  1404,  cap.  9.  Merchants  Aliens.  '*  And 
alfo  it  is  ordained  and  ftabliflied,  that  in  every  city, 
town,  and  port  of  the  fea  in  England,  where  the  faid 
merchants  aliens  or  ftrangers  be  or  (hall  be  repairing, 
fuflicient  hoojles  ftiall  be  al&gned  to  the  fame  mer- 
chants by  the  mayor,  Iheriffes,  or  bailiffes  of  the  faid 
cities,  townes  and  portes  of  the  fea.  And  that  the 
faid  merchants,  &c.  ftiall  dwell  *in  no  other  plafe, 
but  with  their  faid  hoftes  fo  to  be  afligned  ;  and  that 
the  fame  hoftes  ftiall  take  for  their  travaile  in  the 
manner  as  was  accuftomed  in  old  time."  Statutes  by 
Barker. 

The  fubfequent  regulations  refpeAing  the  mca- 
fure,  the  loading,  and  the  duties  on  coals,  we  refer 
to  the  article  coal-trade,  digging,  vending,  &c.  erf* 
coals.  Governors 
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Qmerfwrs  of  tpe  HpaJlmgrirS  CmA^f 

C)iofen  annpally,  June  4ih. 


600  Mr  William  Jenot£bn 

601  Mr  George  Sclbie 
601  Mr  Francis  And^rfpn 

603  Mr  Robert  Dudley 

604  Mr  Thomas  Rlddell 

605  Mr  .William  Jenniibn 

606  The  fame 

^7  Mr  O^orge  S^lbte 
i^lB  Mr  James  Olarering 
6p9  Mr  He^Tj  Chapman 

610  Mr  Thomas. lAid4cll 

611  Mr  Francis  Anderfbn 

612  Mr  George  Selbic 
€13   Mr  Francis  Andcrfon 

614  Mr  ThoQias  RiddeU 

615  The  fame 

616  Mr  GcoTge.Sflbie 

617  Mr  James  Clavering 
627   Mr  Peter  Riddell 

636  Mr  Thomas  Liddell 

637  -The  fame 

:^^$  Mr  Thanias  MarUy 
639  Sir  Lyond  Maddlfon 
^40  Mr  Robert  Andcrfon 

641  ,Mr  Nicholas  Cole 

642  Mr  Leonard  Carr 

643  •  The  fame 

644  Sir  John  Marley»  mayor 
1^645  Sir/Lyonrl  VlAd^ton 

46  Mr  Ralph  Grey 

4.7  The  lame 
648  The  fame 
649-50-51-52  The  fame 

653  'Mr  Leonard  Carr 

654  The  fanie  . 
f^5;/Mr  Robert  Shafto 


656-^  8r 9 'The  fame 
660  Mr  John  Emerfon 
•661  The  fame 
662  Mr  William  Blackett 
66^  The&me 

664  Sir  Jas.,Clavering,  bart. 

665  Sir  Francis  Liddell,  knt. 

666  -Mr  Henry  Maddifon 
667-^  William  Blackett,  efq. 

669  Ra)ph  Jei^aifop,  efq. 

670  till  1674  The  fame 

675  Thomas  Jennifon,  ciq. 

676  Sir  Francis  Anderfon,  knt. 

677  Sir  Ralph  Carr,  knt. 

678  till  1683.  The  fame 
6^4-  ^ir  William  Blackett 

685  Wm  Aubone,  efq.  ;nayor 

686  Sir  Henry  Brabant,  knt. 

687  Nich.  Cole,  efq.  mayor 

688  Sir  Wm.  Creak,  knt. 

689  Mr  Thomas  Bewick 

690  .Wm  CarTf  efq..  mayor 
091  Sir  Wm  Blackeit,  knt. 

692  The  fame 

693  Mr  Gc9rge  Harrifon 

694  Nicholas  Fenwick,  efq. 

695  William  Aubone,  efq. 
696-7*8  9*1700  The  fam^ 
7.01  ,Miltt^lew  White,  c(q. 
7oa-3:4  Tphcfame 

705  Sir  Ralph  Carr,  knt. 
706-7  The  fame 
708  Mr  Henry  Riddell 
1709  .Rob.  Fenwick,  efq.  mayor 
7ic>|t  yht  fyme 
712  Matthew  White,  efq. 

1713^14 
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1713-14-15  Matt.  White,  cfq. 
1 7 16  Richard  RicUcf,  efq. 
1 725  Sir  William  Blackett 


1728  George  Llddelly  efq. 
1740  John  Ord,  efq. 
1745  Jo^  Simpfon,  efq. 


John  Simpfon»  efq.  was  fucceeded  by  J.  £.  Blackett,  efq. 

who  is  the  prefent  gOTemor. 

The  society  of  MASTERS  and  MARINERS, 
Generally  named  The  Trinity- House. 

It  is  certainly  an  important  part  of  the  political  wif- 
dom  of  a  nation  to  know  where  principally  "  its 
ftrength  lies."  And  by  experience,  and  never  more 
fo  than  during  the  late  arduous  conteft  with  almoft 
all  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  we  find,  that  the 
chief  fource  of  our  power  lies  in  our  naval  force, — 
our  wooden  walls.  In  tracing,  therefore,  the  origin 
of  a  fociety,  to  whofe  good  fcrA-ices  not  only  the  port 
of  Tyne,  but  alfo  our  national  commerce  in  general, 
owes  very  confiderable  obligations,  require  that  we 
give  to  its  hiftory  a  more  particular  attention. 

So  remote  as  A.  D.  1335,  the  mariners  of  Newcaf- 
tle  upon  Tyne  are  diftinguifhed  in  our  annals  for  their 
bravery  by  fea,  and  their  gallant  behaviour  in  the 
national  fcrvice. 

This  fociety  was  firft  denominated  an  ancient  reli- 
gious or  fecular  guild,  with  the  title  of  the  **  Guild  or 
Fraternity  of  the  Blefied  Trinity,*'  confiiling  of  both 
fexes,  and  founded  by  fome  ancient  royal  authority. 

In  the  year  1492,  this  fociety  appears  to  have  been 
an  incorporated  body,  purchafing  by  the  feoffees,  the 
fite  of  their  prefent  houfe  j  for  which  a  red  rofe  was 
to  be  prefented  yearly,  at  midfommer,  if  demanded. 
A  pottle  of  wine,  for  fome  additional  grant,  continued 
to  be  paid  annually,  above  a  century  after. 

Anno 
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Anno  1505,  the  fociety  ordered,  that  a  hall,  cha^ 
pel,  and  lodgings,  Ihould  be  eredled  on  the  lite  of  the 
prefent  Trinity-houfe,  at  their  common  expence,  for 
their  poor  brethren. 

Oftober  5,  1536,  king  Henry  VIII.  granted  a  char- 
ter  of  new  incorporation  to  this  guild  or  fraternity,' 
confifting,  at  that  time,  both  of  men  and  women,  out' 
of  love  to  the  Trinity,  and  to  encourage  the  art  of 
navigation  ;  which  fociety,  in  future,  was  to  be  go- 
verned  by  a  matter  and  four  wardens,  and  by  the 
name  of  '*  The  Matter  and  Wardens  of  the  Holy  and 
Indivifible  Trinity  ;"  to  have  a  common  feal,  implead 
and  be  impleaded,  &c.  with  licence  to  build  and  em- 
battle two  towers,  the  one  at  the  entrance  of  the  ha- 
ven  of  Tyne,  and  the|othcr  on  the  hill  adjoining  ;  in 
each  of  which  lights  were  to  be  maintained  every 
night ;  for  the  fupport  of  which  they  were  empower- 
ed to  receive  fourpence  for  every  foreign  ftiip,  and 
twopence  for  every  EngliQi  one,  arriving  at  the  port 
of  Tyne^    The  fucceeding  fovereigns,  Edward  VL 
and  Mary,  confirmed  the  above  charters. 

A.  D.  1584,  queen  Elizabeth  granted  to  this  fo- 
ciety a  new  charter,  foundihg  them  anew,  by  the 
name  of  •*  The  Matter,  Pilots,  and  Seamen  of  the  Tri- 
nity-houfe  of  Newcaftlc  uponTyne  ;"  to  be  a  perpe- 
tual brotherhood,  confifting  of  nineteen  elder  bre- 
thren, who  with  the  reft,  ftyled  younger  brethren, 
ftiould  yearly,  on  the  Sunday  next  after  Candlemas, 
choofe  a  mafter,  two  elder  wardens,  and  two  younger 
ones;  as  alfo  four  affiftants  out  of  the  elder  brethren, 
with  as  many  out  of  the  younger,  for  the  government ' 
of  the  fraternity, .  and  fafe  cuftody  of  the  poflefRons 
thereof:  they  were  alfo  to  plead  and  be  impleaded, 
&c,  &c. 

3  D  a  January 
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January  1 8,  1-606,  king  James  I.  granted  a  new 
charter  to  this  fociety,  conftituting  them  a  body  po- 
litic, by  the  name  of**  Mailer,  Pilots,  and  Seamen,  of 
the  Trinity-houfe  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,"  to  be  a 
perpetual  brotherhood,  and  appointing  a  mader, 
twelve  elder  brethren,  two  elder  wardens,  with  their 
two  affiftants,  and  two  younger  wardens,  with  thehke 
number  of  af&ftants.  They  were  to  have  a  common 
feal.  Their  jurifdiflroq  was  extended  to  Blithe,  Sun- 
derland,  Hartlepool,  Whitby,  and  Staithes.  Power 
is  given  them  to  impofe  fines  on  their  offending  bre- 
thren, and  to  appoint  pilots  for  the  river  Tyne»  with 
its  creeks  and  members  j  who  are  to  have,  for  conduc- 
ing every  laden  veflel,  twelvepence  for  every  foot  of 
water  ftie  fhall  draw ;  and  for  every  light  Ihip  (hall 
have  eightpence.  Tlie  duty  of  primage  was  confirm- 
ed to  them,  for  veiTels  from  beyond  the  feas  coming 
into  the  river,  or  its  creeks  and  members.  Twopence 
per  ton  for  wine,  oil,  and  other  things  fold  by  the  ton, 
(fifh  killed  and  brought  in  by  Englifhmen  excepted) 
and  threepence  per  laft  of  flax,  hemp,  pitch,  tar^  or 
other  things  fold  by  the  laft.  Aliens  are  to  pay  the 
duty  before  they  leave  the  port ;  and  free  merchants 
and  inhabitants  of  Newcaftle,  within  ten  days  after 
their  loading.  All  this  to  go  to  the  fupport  of  twelve 
poor  brethren,  or  their  wives,  or  fhipwrecked  ma- 
riners. 

Lightage  was  alfo  confirmed  to  them,  of  every  own- 
er's fliip,  Englifti  born,  fourpence  each  time  ;  and  of 
every  owner's  fliip  that  is  an  alien;  twelvepence.  The 
buoying^  canning,  marking,  and  beaconing  of  the  ri- 
ver Tyne,  was  alfo  confirmed  to  them;  for  which 
they  are  to  receive  from  each  fliip,  whofe  owner  ii 
Englifh,  and  burden  above  twenty  chaldrons  of  coals, 

four- 
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four^nce ;  of  the  fame  when  under  twenty  chal- 
drons,  tvtopence  ;  and  of  every  alien  iixpence.  They 
were  alfa  empowered  to  hold  lands  and  tenements 
under  thirty  pounds  per  annum,  clear  value. 

Anruo  1607,  the  lords  of  the  privy.council  direded 
by  warrant  the  officers;  of  the  ports  of  Newcaftle^ 
Yarmouth,  Hull,  Bofton  and  Lynn,  the  payment  of 
ligbtage  and  buoyage  to  this  fociety. 

In  a  conference  withtlie  Trinity -houfe  of  Dept- 
^rd  Strand  it  was  agreed  to  make  the  duty  oneacb 
Engli(h  fliip  6d.  and  an  additional  duty  of  4d.  mak- 
ing inr  all  one  (lulling  and  fourpence  on  each  foreign 
vefleL  This  was  confirmed  by  the  privy-council 
anno  1613. 

Odober  16,  1634,  the  fociety  purchafed  a  piece  of 
waile  ground  at  Povv-Pans,  near  North  Shields,  thirty 
elLs  in  length  and  fixty  in  breadth,  as  a  (ituatijn  foe 
the  low  lighthoufe. 

Anno  1634  the  chapel  of  the  Trinity-houfe  was 
biiilt  and  beautified,  and  fome  new  rooms  in  the 
fquare  were  ordered  to  be  finiflied.  The  Scots  had 
poffcfliion  of  this  houfe  when  they  took  Newcaftle  in 
the  year  1 740,  but  general  Lefly  granted  a  warrant 
for  the  fafeguard  of  their  lights  at  the  entrance  of 
their  river  Tyne. 

Anno  1665,  the  council  of  trade  under  Oliver 
Cromwell,  lord  protedor,  granted  this  fociety  to  ered 
two  lighthoufes  on  the  Fern  111  inds. 

July  I,  1687,  a  new  charter  was  granted  to  this 
fociety,  With  an  additional  duty  to  the  pilotage,  viz. 
for  every  foot  a  veflel  ftiouJd  draw,  6d.  for  every 
Aranger's  laden,  and  4d.  for  every  ilranger's  light 
veflel  J  fo  that  an  En^lilLman's  veflel  fliould  pay  one 
(hilling,  and  a  ftranger's  one  fhilling  and  iixpence  per 

foot ; 
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foot ;  and  for  every  £ngli(hinan's  light  veflel  eight- 
pence,  and  for  every  (Iranger's  one  (hilling.  Lightage 
to  be  for  every  Englifh man's  veflel  cightpence,  and  for 
every  ftranger's  one  (hilling  and  fourpence.  Buoy- 
age for  every  Euglilhman's  veflel  fixpence  above 
twenty  chaldrons,  and  fourpence  under  twenty ; 
cightpence  for  every  alien*s. 

John  Bee,  mailer  and  mariner,  bequeathed  tool, 
to  be  put  out  for  the  ufe  of  two  younger  brethren, 
and  to  two  others,  for  other  two  years  fuccelfively 
for  ever. 

May  9,  171 2,  the  fraternity,  ordered  a  free  fchool 
to  be  ereded  in  the  Triftity-houfe,  for  the  inllrudlion 
of  the  children  of  brethren,  in  writing,  arithmetic,* 
and  mathematics. 

January  20,  1716,  ordered  that  prayers  ftiould  be 
read  every  month-day  in  their  chapel.  The  chap- 
lain's falary  eight  pounds  per  annum,  w^ith  two 
guineas  for  a  fermon  annually  on  Handfel-monday, 
the  firft  Monday  in  the  year. 

In  the  year  1721  the  great  hall  of  the  Trinity-houfe 
was  built ;  and  the  widow's  apartments  in  1724,  with 
infcriptions,  mentioning  under  what  matter,  wardens, 
&c.  they  were  erefted. 

In  1753  the  fchool  was  rebuilt,  Francis  Pemberton, 
matter.  Mr.  Robert  Harrifon,  one  of  the  firft  mathe- 
maticians in  the  age,  taught  in  this  fchool  ;  and  alfo 
Mr  Fryer,  a  principal  land-furveyor,  and  who  pub- 
lifhed  a  map  of  the  Fyne. 

A.  D.  1746,  when  his  royal  high nefs  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  returned  from  Scotland,  after  having 
defeated  the  rebels  at  CuUoden,  on  his  way  through 
Newcaftle,  was  prefented  with  the  freedom  of  this 
fociety  in  a  gold  box. 

An 
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An  addrefs  was  prefented  by  Sir  William  Stephen- 
fonin  I77i>  to  BrafsCrofby,  efq.  lord  mayor  of  Lon- 
don»  for  his  patriotic  defence  of  the  laws  and  liberties 
of  Engli(hmen,  &c.  by  this  fraternity. 

Another  addrefs  was  prefented  to  admiral  Keppel 
in  1779,  from  this  fraternity,  accompanied  with  a 
gold  box. 

Since  the  above  period  this  very  refpedlable  body 
have  addrefled  his  Majefty  on  different  occaiiojis,  ex* 
prelEve  of  their  firm  attachment  to  his  perfon  and 
government. 

The  buildings  of  the  Trinity-houfe  are  not  fliowy, 
but  exceedingly  well  adapted  for  the  various  purpofes 
of  bufinefs,  of  devotion,  and  of  charity;  for  all 
which  they  have  long  been  employed.  As  trade  en- 
creafes,  which,  for  many  years,  it  has  rapidly  done, 
the  funds  of  the  Trinity-houfe  muft  encreafe  in  pro* 
portion. 

From  a  calculation  made  by  Mr  Aubone,  fecretary, 
the  fociety  allows  each  widow  twelve  fliillings  per 
month,  a  gown  and  petticoat  every  two  years,  and 
provide  them  with  coals,  and  the  advice  of  a  furgeon 
when  ncceflary.  Their  rents  in  the  Broad-chare  and 
Trinity-lane  amount i  to  about  lool.  per  annum. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  refpedable  and  very  ancient 
fraternity,  whofe  revenue,  on  an  average,  amounts 
to  about  800I.  per  annum,  fupport  within  their 
houfe  at  prefent  eight  men  and  twelve  women,  being 
their  full  number :  they  haye  alfo  upon  their  lift 
about  twenty  extra  poor,  fome  of  whom  have  five 
ihillings  per  month,  others  twenty  (hillings  per  quar- 
ter, according  to  their  feveral  necelfities. 

Mq/leri 
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Majl&rs  of  the  Trinity -Houfe,  compiled  from  the  dor- 
mant Book  and  other  Records  of  this  Society. 


•c 


A.  D.  1555  Mafter  Thgmsis 
Shaldfounhe»heed  of  ,thc  howis 
theis  jtt** 
»5»8  -Robert  'Jolmfon,  wmfler 

1 5  $9  John  Dobfon,  mafter 
1590  James  NicolioDf  matter 
1 5.92  Roger  Rawe,  malibcr 

1593  Edward  Johnfon,  mafter 

1594  Thomas  Tucker,  mafter 

1 595  Johne  Johnfon,  maifter 

1597  William  Eadone,  maitler 

1598  Jiunes  Nycolfon,  ni;iftcr 
1600  Edward  Barde,  mafter 

1 602  Mr  Errington,  mafter 

1605  Martin  Errington 

1606  Robert  Chambers 

1607  Bartram  Himpfon 

1608  Edward  Brown 

1609  Edward  JBard 

1610  Robert  Chambers 

1611  Martin  Errington 

1612  William  Mawe 

16  £3  Robert  Chambers 

1614  »The.  fame 

161 5  William  Cook  '^ 
i6i6  John  Johnfon 

1617  Martin  Errington    . 

1 61 8  John  Holborn 

1619  Thomas  Simpfon 
](jo  William  Cook 
i$ai  '£dw«rd, Johnfon 

1622  John  Johnfon 

1623  Ofwald  Nixon 

1624  Robert  Holbom 

1625  Robert  Harrigat 

1626  Edward  Bowmcr 
1617  Thomas  Holboum 


628  William  Carr     • 

629  Phineas  Allen 

630  Georgc'Cookc 

631  Thomas  iLunb 

632  JohnHarrifon 

633  .Geor^  Errington 

634  Thomas  Dixon 

635  Robert  Brown 
636 'Thomas  Sharp 

637  Edward  Billm«r 

638  Htisnphrir  Blunt 

639  Thpnias  Stobbs 

640  Thomas  .Dixon 

641  Robert  Blytbman 

642  James  Denton 
$43  Phineas  Allen 
644 .  William. Pasker 
645  I'homas  Stobbs 
(^46  Phineas  Allf;^ 

647  Ralph  Fell 

648  Richaid  Elbrough 

649  Robert  Cair 

650  Henry  ffiid 

651  .£;idward  R^nd 

652  Phineas  Allen  ^ 

653  ThoQias  S^bbs 

654  John  Simpfon 
6^$  Thomas  Dixon 
6$6  Thomas  Aiibene 

657  Thomas  ^tubbs 

658  I^tQkard  Elbrough 
L659  Cvithben  MfAV^iQtL 

6$o  Row:land  Pithy 

661  Henry  Bird 

662 '  Henry  Kirkhoufc 

663  John  Simpfon 

664  Edward  Nixon 
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t66$  George  ShftdweU 

1666  Thomas  AoboiMs 

1667  Tbomflrs  Dixon 

1668  Cathbert  Atkififon 

1669  Robert  CoObe 

1670  James  Rand 

1 67 1  Henry  KirkhouTe 

1672  AbrakaUM  Redhtad 

1673  Atoftham  Diton 

1674  Richard  £lb/oUgh 

1675  £dward  NiJton 

1676  Richard  Righe 

1677  JoJ*^  Wetwang 

1678  Thomas  Aobone 

1679  EdWatd  Carr 
2680  Edward  Atkinfon 

1681  Anthony  White 

1682  WilKam  Leak 

1683  JohttWctvrang 

1684  Thomas  Richardfon 

1685  John  Bee 

1686  William  Myndmer 

1687  Richard  Hutton 
1688' Thomas  RewcaiUe 

1689  Jofeph  Swaddell 

1690  John  Wilktnfon 

1691  John  Vanghan 

1692  Thomas  Watfon 

1693  Thomas  Brown 

1694  Edward  Carr 

1 695  Francis  Partis 

1696  John  Bee 

1697  Abraham  Dixoa 

1698  Charles  Newton 

1699  Robert  Reed 

1700  Nicholas  Burdon 

1701  William  Hyndmer 

1702  Robert  Prober 

1703  John  Hyndmer 

1 704  Henry  £ihadfoxih 


1705 
1706 
1707 
1708 
1709 
1710 
17x1 
1712 

1714 
1715 
1716 
1717 
1718 
1719 
1720 
1721 
1722 
1723 
1724 
1725 
1726 
1727 
1728 
1729 
1730 
1731 

1733 
«734 

^735 
1736 

«737 

«738 

1739- 
1741 

1742 

1743 
J  744 

1745 
3E 


Jonathan  Fifhef 
John  Cotttfworth 
Matthew  NcwWfi 
Abrahafnf  BoisfieU 
Thomas  Rewcaftle 
Thomas  Browne 
Robert  Reed 
Robert  Bailiff 
John  Wclfcrt^d 
Jofeph  Milbum 
John  Binks 
JohnHeWbank 
James  Liddell 
Ni<iholas  Burden 
Heniy  Shadforth 
Robert  Bailiff 
John  Welford 
Jofeph  Milbum 
Thomas  Simpfon 
Thomas  Pcighm 
James  Cdrr 
Sir  Chalpner  Ogle 
Peregrine  Henzell 
Jofeph  MarftiaH 
Henry  Towart 
Matthew  Proftor 
Henry  Fiflier 
Matthias  Giles 
John  Thompfon 
Francis  Pemberton 
William  Errington 
Richard  Baxter 
William  Harrifon 
Charles  Liddell 
40  William  Errington 
Matthew  Harrifon 
Thomas  Prober 
Nicholas  Burdon 
James  Carr 
Robert  Hudibn 

1746 
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1 746  Francis  Heath 

1774  J^^  Masfhall 

1747  George  Stephenfon 

1775  Cuthbert  Adamfon 

1748  John  Cole 

1776  Richard  Arroftrong 

1749  Charles.  Liddell 

1777  George  Stephenfon 

1750  William  Errington 

1778  Henry  Stodart 

1 75 1  Hcmy  Shadforth 

1779  James  Hume 

1752  Matthias  Giles 

1780  Parvis  Siflbn 

1753  Francis  Pemberton 

1 78 1  James  Hume 

1 754  William  Harrifon 

1782  George  Robinfon 

1 755  Jonathan  Blagdon 

1783  John  Hawks 

1 756  Thomas  Prober 

1784  Thomas  Shadforth 

1757  Robert  Hudfon 

1785  William  Sparke 

1758  Francis  Heath 

1786  Joieph  Airey  . 

1759  George  Stephenfon 

1787  Thomas  Hogg 

1760  John  Cole 

1788  Ifaac  NicholfoQ 

1761   Richard  4^rm(lrong 

1789  Matthew  Hedley 

1762  Purvis  SifTon 

1790  Jon.  Airey 

1 763  John  3caife 

1791  John  Atkinfon 

1764  Thomas  Southan 

1792  JohnAnderfon 

1765  Jonathan  Airey 

1793  John  Cram 

1766  Thomas  Maude 

1 794  Henry  Shadforth 

1767  William  Hcdley 

1795  Cuthbert  Adamfon 

1768  Henry  Shadforth 

.1796  John  Reay 

1769  Robert  Hedley 

1797  Thompfon  Chapman 

1770  Chriftopher  Ord 

1798  William  Brown 

1771  Jonathan  Bkgdon 

1 799  John  Oftle 

1772   Matthew  Hunter 

1 800  Thomas  Shadforth 

1773  Henry  Sbadfortli,  jiip. 

1801  WiUiamHarlc 

We  have  given  an  account  of  the  three  great  trad- 
ing companies,  viz.  merchant-adventurers,  the  hoaft* 
men's  company,  and  the  matter  and  mariner's  com- 
pany, or  the  Tiinity-houfe.  We  (hall  now  proceed 
to  the 
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TWELVE  COMPANIES,  called  Mysteries. 

Before  we  mention  thefe  in  order,  we  would  (hortly 
obferve^  that  the  word  myftery  does  not  imply  intri- 
cacy, or  any  thing  involved  in  obfcurity,  difficult  to 
be  comprehended ;  but  is  an  old  French  word,  me- 
Jliere^  for  metier^  a  trade  or  bufinefs. 

"  In  the  fvveat  of  thy  face  fliiilt  thou  eat  bread,  till 
thou  return  into  the  ground,"  was  the  doom  pro- 
nounced upon  the  firll  man,  for  the  violation  of  the 
law  of  his  nature.    And  yet  labour,  with  moderation, 
is  certainly,   in  the  prefent  date  of  fociety,  not  only 
his  duty,  but  agreeable  to  his  nature,  and  the  fource 
of  his  happinefs.    **  All  is  the  gift  of  induilry  ;  what-  • 
ever  exalts,  embelliflies,  or  renders  life  delightful," 
fays  the  poet  of  the  feafons ;  the  truth  of  which  may- 
be amply  illuftrated  from  the  objeds  which  furround 
us.     To  the  induftry  of  her  inhabitants  is  our  ifland/ 
in  a  peculiar  manner^  indebted  for  her  opulence  and  • 
confequence  among  the  nations  of  Europe.     Hence 
fhe  commands  "  the  exalted  ftores  of  every  brighter 
clime  ;"  and  hence  Britain  has  long  been  the  feat  of 
commerce,  fcience,  and  the  arts.     Indeed,  wherever 
focial  man  is  found,  induftry,  in  fome  degree,  muft  be 
his  duty  and  his  intereft  ;  for  no  where  does  nature 
amply  provide  for  her  children  independently  of  their 
exertions. 

But  the  Supreme  Being  has  wifely  implanted  in 
the  minds  of  men  a  vaft  diverfity  of  propenfities,  in 
the  various  purfuits  of  life,  inclining  fome  to  cultivate 
the  earth,  others  to  ply  the  mechanic  tool,  '*  to  hew 
the  wood,  to  chip  the  ftone,  till  by  degrees  the  finifli- 
ed  fabrics  rofe;"  while  others  purfue  trade,  in  all  its 
various  branches  and  ramifications.     Nor  has  any 

3  E  2  municipal 
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municipal  town  in  the  kingdom,  of  its  dimenfions, 
reared  a  greater  number  of  adive  and  ingenious  ar- 
ti/ls,  laborious  and  ufeful  tradefmen,  than  Newcaftle^ 
the  fubjed  of  our  prefent  hiftory.  We  (hall,  there- 
fpre,  give  a  fuccind  account  of  the  twelve  inporpo. 
rated  companies,  in  their  order,  according  to  the 
dates  of  their  refpedive  charters. 

I.  Merchants  of  Woollen  Cloth,  otherwife  called 

Drapers. 

The  firft  notices  which  we  have  of  this  (bciety  are 
fo  very  ancient,  as  in  the  ceign  of  king  Edward  III. 
in  the  ordinances  for  the  government  of  NewcaiUe 
upon  Tyne,  Odober  20,  1342. 

The  oldeft  ordinary  of  this  fociety,  the  original  of 
which  having  affixed  to  it  many  feals,  ikin-ma,rk5^ 
&c«  with  names  of  the  brethren,  dated  June  ift, 
1512,  is  ftill  preferved  in  their  archives.  It  enads, 
that  two  men  fhould  be  chofen  annually,  by  moft 
voices  of  the  fociety,  for  the  eledion  of  the  mayor 
and  officers  of  the  town,  at  theSpital;  1.  e*  St.  Mary's 
bofpital :  that  no  apprentice  ibali  be  taken  under  the 
term  of  feven  years ;  that,  on  the  Wednesday  after 
the  eledion  of  the  mayor,  they  ihould  meet  at  the 
Maifon-Dieu,  on  the  Sandhill,  to  choofe  thc;ir  Stew- 
ards, two  auditors,  and  for  the  eledion  of  the  m^iyor 
for  the  enfuing  year  ;  and  that  whofoever  of  the  fel« 
lowihip  ihould  be  chofen  mayor,  (heriff,  chamberlain, 
or  clerk  of  the  chamber,  fhould  be  exempted  that 
year  from  the  office  of  auditor. 

About  1650,  a  violent  diflenfion  took  place  be* 
tween  fome  of  the  merchant-adventurers  of  Newcaf- 
tie  and  this  fraternity  ;  the  former  claiming  the  fole 
privilege  of  being  ftyled  merchant-drapers,  and  of 

fending 


j0etDeaftle  upon  C^ne.  405 


fending  twd  members  to  the  eleftion  of  the  mayor 
and  other  officers.  This  feems  to  have  ended  in  the 
exclu^uo  of  the  true  fociety,  pr  at  lead  of  that  part 
of  them  by  whom  the  unqvieftionable  records  of  that 
fraternity  baire  been  tranfmittqd. 

A.  D.  1652,  an  ordinary  was  granted  tp  this  fociety 
by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  (heriffof  this  towii,. 
under  the  (eal  of  the  corporation,  prefcribing  an  oath 
on  admiffion  :  that  they  fliould  meet  at  their  ancient 
]Beeting*>houfe»  called  the  Maifon  de  Dieu,  every 
Wednefiiay  before  Micbaolmas,  to  choofe  new  war- 
den9  and.  pafs  their  accounts;  to  choofe  two  new 
auditors  on  the  Monday  after  St«  Bartholpmew's  day« 
in  St.  George's  porch,  in  St.  NicMas'  church  ;  that 
whofoever  of  the  fraternity  fliould  be  chofen  to  the 
firft  eled^ion,  or  (landing  eledion  of  the  mayor,  &c. 
Ihould  preferve  the  dignity  and  priority  of  the  coa;i- 
pany,  as  being  firfl  named  in  the  charter,  claiming 
their  meeting-place  fpr  the  company  in  the  fouth 
corner  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  eledion-houfe ;  and 
their  chairs  for  the  forn^er  eledtion  next  to  the 
mayor's  chair  and  on  the  right  hand ;  as  alfo  their 
place  in  St.  Nicholas'  church,  which  was  the  north 
fide  of  St.  George's  porch,  under  a  penalty  of  forty 
ihillings.  That  thofe  of  the  company  who  were  aU 
dermen  fliould  have  priority  of  place  at  their  meet- 
ings, and  be  received  as  juftices  of  the  peace.  That 
apprentices  fliould  ferve  eight  years,  and  that  no  fe- 
cond  one  fliould  be  taken  till  the  firil  had  ferved  four 
years  \  ^nd  that  none  fliould  be  taken  whofe  father 
was  not  a  freeholder,  to  the  value  of  forty  fliiUings 

a-year. 

Records  of  the  Draper  s  Company. 

IL  M£ac£RS« 
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II,  Mercers. 

After  every  refearch,  no  record  of  this  fociety  can 
now  be  found.  A  copy,  however,  of  their  oath  on 
admiffion  is  preferved  in  the  books  of  the  merchant- 
adventurers,  of  which  this  fociety  is  one  of  the  three 
members. 

It  appears,  anno  1668,  that  the  company  of  mer- 
cers and  boothmen  were  at  that  time  united. 

In  the  reign  of  Jamies  II.  the  mercers,  drapers,  and 
boothmen,  though  didind  companies,  appear  to  have 
bad  their  meetings  and  aflemblies  as  if  thcj  had  been 
but  one  fraternity.  This  hint  is  found  in  the  records 
of  the  company  of  butchers. 

III.    SkINN£RS. 

I 

This  fraternity  have  their  meeting-houfe  in  the 
5Iack-Friars.  The  ordinary,  or  record  of  this  com. 
pany,  is  fo  remote  as  the  year  1437.  They  met  an- 
nually on  the  Tuefday  after  Michaelmas,  to  choofe 
their  ftewards  and  pafs  their  accounts.  One  rule 
obferved  at  their  meetings  was,  that  if  any  member 
fmoaked  tobacco,  he  was  to  be  fined  threepence. 

They  feem  to  have  incorporated  therafelves  with 
the  fraternity  of  glovers,  anno  1703.  They  ftill  keep 
feparate  books,  though  they  have  but  one  meeting- 
houfe. 

IV.  Taylors. 

Whence  it  happens  that  this  ufeful  clafs  of  men 
fliould  have  been,  almoft  in  all  ages,  the  butt  of  the 
(hafts  of  ridicule,  is  not  eafy  to  account  for  ;  as,  nexc 
to  food,  cloaths  are  a  chief  neceffary  in  human  life. 
And  yet  we  find  the  immortal  Shakfpeare,  nay,  evei? 

the 
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the  mighty  queen  Befs,  employing  their  fatirical  wit 
upon  "  the  knights  of  the  thimble,"  Poflibly  their 
domefticated  fituation  in  life  gives  them  a  kind  of 
afluming  petulance,  nearly  aflbciated  to  that  of  the 
fair  fex,  which  may  excite  a  degree  of  contempt  from 
the  more  manly  and  robuft  bufineffes  of  life. 

This  fociety  meet  in  their  hall  in  the  Black -Friars. 
The  oldeft  record  of  this  fraternity  is  dated  1536.— 
Every  brother,  upon  his  fetting  up  Ihop,  fhould  pay 
a  pot  of  oil  to  the  fellowfliip,  as  alfo  thirteenpence  a 
year,  for  our  Lady-light ;  and  that  each  apprentice, 
or   perfon  hired  by  the  week,  ftiould  pay  fourpence 
per  annum,  and  each  hireling  threepence  a  year,  to 
their  play,  when  it  ftiould  be  performed  i  Alfo,  that 
any  perfon  borh  a  fubjedl  of  the  king,  and  free  of 
Newcaftle,  might  fet  up  fliop,  on  payment  of  forty 
pounds,  with  a  pound  of  wax  and  a  pot  of  oil,  at  his 
admittance  ;  as  alfo  thirteenpence  to  our  Lady-light, 
and  8d.  to  the  play.  That  no  taylor  ftiould  work  on  Sa- 
turdays after  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  ftiould 
keep  holy  the  Sunday,  vigils,  and  feftival  days,  on 
pain  of  tix  pounds  of  wax,  for  every  default.     That 
the  fociety  ftiould  pafs  their  accounts  on  St.  John's 
day,  in  every  May  ;  and  having  chofen  twelve  elec- 
tors, the  faid  twelve  ftiould  choofe  the  four  (tewards, 
the  fearchers,  and  auditors.     It  further  ordered,  that 
every  brother  ftiould  be  at  the  proceflion  on  Corpus 
Chrifti  day,  before  it  pafled  the  New-gate,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  a  pound  of  wax ;  and  that  each  brother 
fhould  attend  in  his  livery.     And  that  the  common 
light  of  the  fraternity  ftiould  go  before  the  corpfe  of 
every  brother  when,  it,  was  carried  to  the  church  for 
interment,  and  continue  there  lighted  during  mafs- 
time,  and  till  the  body  was  interred. 

This 
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In  the  archives  of  the  focietj  is  another  ordinarf^ 
dated  Auguft  i2,  1624,  confirmed  March  2,  1679; 
alfo  September  15,  1707;  January  17,  1731  j  and 
O&ober  17,  1737. 

This  body  of  mechanics,  both  free  and  Don-freCi 
is  very  numerous  in  Newcaftle. 

V.  Sai>l£rs. 

The  records  of  this  fociety  are  very  ancient,  being 
dated  March  6,  1459,  ^^ich  they  ftill  have  in  their 
pofleffion.  In  thofe  popifli  times,  the  fadlers  were 
enjoined  to  walk  together  in  proceflion,  in  a  livery, 
at  the  feaft  of  Corpus  Chrifti,  and  perform  their  play, 
at  their  own  coft  :  and  that  each  brother,  when  liis 
hour  was  affigned,  to  attend,  under  pain  of  fortj^ 
pence.  That  no  Scotfman  born  fhcutd  be  taken  ap- 
prentice, or  fuffered  to  work  within  the  town,  under 
a  penalty  of  twenty  Ihilliftgs.  It  farther  ordered,  that 
no  apprentice  ihould  be  taken  under  the  term  of  fe- 
Ten  years,  on  pain  of  fix  (hillings  and  eightpence. 
It  enjoined  civil  behaviour  to  each  other,  at  their 
meetings,  the  due  obfervance  of  holidays,  &c. 

Another  ordinary,  of  record  of  the  fociety,  comes 
down  to  the  year  1532. 

VI.  Merchants  of  Corn,  or  BooTftMEK. 

No  determinate  record  is  handed  down  of  this  fo^ 
ciety,  confidered  as  a  feparate  myftery.  But  among 
fome  loofe  hints,  preferved  in  the  books  of  the  mer-* 
chant  adventurers,  there  is  oiie,  however,  dated  in 
the  year  1566,  myfterious  and  of  dark  import^  and 
which  gives  fcope  for  the  talents  of  the  curioos  and 
inquifitive.    It  is  called,  **  the  fcytns  of  bl)Otbmen/' 

To 
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To  Which  of  all'the  branches  oifcicnce  this  oi dealing. 
In  torn  belongs,  ue  candidly  confefs  oilr  ignorance. 
We  ard  far  from  iimnuating,  that  importatioh  of 
conl  in  cafes  of  real  fcarcity,  and  publicly  fold  at 
a  reafonable  profit,  i$  not  laudable ;  but  its  aug- 
menting almoft  diuly  in  price,  tiotwithftanding 
the  imraenfe  quantities  imported  from  the  four 
quarttrs  of  the  globe,  **  was  ftrange,  it  was  paffing 
ftrange.** 

VII.    Bak£Rs  and  Brewers. 

Thefe  employments,  exercifed  as  myfteries  in 
Newtaftle,  are  of  very  ancient  inftitution.  Nor  is  it 
furpriling. — To  eat  and  drink  are  the  calls  of  nature, 
co-tval  with  human  exiftence.  Anno  1342  the  cor-, 
poration  in  full  guild,  held  in  St  Mary's  Hofpital, 
agreed,  and  enadled,  that  the  affixes  of  bread  and 
bear  (houM  be  held  according  to  law.  The  mafter- 
bakers,  and  not  their  fervants,  to  fuiFer  the  penalties 
ordaimed  by  the  ftatutes.  Thefe  regulations  were 
fandioned  by  royal  authority.  Meafures,  ells,  and 
weights,  t3  be  proved  twice  a  year,  or  at  lead  once. 

Id  the  following  century,  1446,  we  find  an  exclu- 
five  privilege  granted  to  the  bakers  and  brewers  of 
Newcaftle,  whereby  baking  and  brewing  for  fale 
were  reftrided  to  that  town,  and  no  where  elfe  with- 
in the  port  of  Tyne. 

In  the  year  166 1  we  find  a  record  of  this  fociety 
fetting  forth,  that  their  original  ordinary,  or  record, 
had  been  long  loft  ;  and  in  this  they  enad  regulations 
for  choofing  twelve  of  their  fociety  and  four  wardens, 
whom  they  empowered  by  the  name  of  wardens  of 
the  art  and  myftery  of  bakers  and  brewers,  to  profe- 
cute,  fue;  or  implead,  and  be  fued,  &c.  only  within 
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the  courts  of  Newcaftlc  upon  Tyne ;  to  make  laws 
for  the  government  of  the  fociety,  impofe  fines,  for- 
bidding  any  brother  to  ftrike  another  at  any  meeting 
with  fift,  hand,  elbow,  dagger,  ftafF,  ftick,  rod,  or 
otherwife,  on  pain  of  twenty  (hillings.  Ordering, 
that  no  apprentice  fhould  be  taken  under  feven  years, 
nor  a  fecond  till  the  firft  had  ferved  fix  years.  That 
the  fociety  ftiould  attend  the  burials  of  their  bre- 
thren,  on  pain  of  a  penalty  of  three  fliillings  and 
fourpence  for  every  omifllion. 

VIII.    Tanners. 

Tanners  were  anciently  called  barkers.  Their 
ordinary  is  dated  in  the  year  1532.  They  were  en- 
joined by  their  regulations  to  come  yearly,  in  their 
bed  array  and  apparel,  at  the  feaft  of  Corpus  Chridi, 
and  go  in  proceflion,  fet  forth  their  pageants,  &c.  on 
paitT  of  forfeiting  one  pound  of  wax.  Not  to  take 
any  Scot  by  birth  for  an  apprentice,  under  a  penalty 
of  twenty  fhillings.  That  each  brother  Ihouid  have 
but  one  butcher  to  buy  llaugbter  of,  on  pain  of  ten 
pounds,  and  not  to  buy  above  eight  fothers  of  bark, 
or  forty  trees,  on  pain  of  fix  fhillings  and  eightpence. 
Alfo  to  fupply  each  other  with  bark. 

IX.     C0RI>WAIN£RS. 

The  original  inftitution  of  this  myftery  is  dated 
Dec.  17,  1556.  Their  meeting-houfe  was  in  the 
Black-Friars.  Their  regulations  refpeding  appren- 
tices is,  that  no  brother  fliall  take  an  apprentice  for 
a  term  lefs  than  ten  years ;  five  of  which  to  be  ex- 
pired before  a  fecond  be  taken.     That  foreigners 

might  be  admitted  into  the  company  on  payment  of 

five 
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five  pounds ;  one  half  whereof  to  go  to  the  fellow- 
fliip,  the  other  to  the  reparation  of  Tyne- Bridge. 
From  the  original  in  pojfeffion  of  the  company. 

X.    Butchers. 

Anno  1621,  this  fociety  was  aflbtiated  into  a  myf- 
tery  or  trade,  as  we  find  by  an  inrolment  in  the  ar- 
chives of  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle.  Annually 
on  Afh-Wednefday  they  were  to  choofe  their  two 
wardens.  That  apprentices  fliould  ferve  at  leaft 
eight  years,  five  oF  which  to  expire  before  a  fecond 
could  be  taken.  That  no  brother  fliould  be  partner 
with  any  foreigners  called  crokers^  on  pain  of  forfeit- 
ing five  pounds.  That  none  fliould  kill  after  nine 
o'clock  on  Saturday  night,  nor  keep  open  fliop  after 
eight  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning*  That  no  brother 
fliould  buy,  or  feek  any  licence  to  kill  flefli  in  New- 
caftle during  Lent,  without  the  general  confent  of 
the  fellowfhip,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  five  pounds.  - 
That  none  fliiould  kill  either  at  Lent  or  any  other 
time,  within  the  liberties  of  the  High  Cafl:le,  being  in 
the  county  of  Northumberland,  on  the  like  pain  for 
each  oflTence.  But  that  any  butcher,  though  not  a 
brother,  might  expofe  good  meat  to  fale  in  the  mar- 
ket, from  the  hours  of  eight  in  the  morning  till  four 
in  the  afternoon.  There  is  a  curious  order  or  regu- 
lation among  ^*  thefe  men  of  death  ;"  it  is,,  that  no 
free  brother  fliould  blow  a  calPs  pluck,  or  any  part 
of  a  calf,  except  calf's  clofe-ear,  nor  any  other  goods 
but  a  cow's  udder,  under  a  penalty  of  fix  ftiillings 
and  cightpcnce,  wnforgiven. 

XI. 
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XL  Smiths. 

There  are  fome  curious  regulations  refpcding  the 
religious  deportment  of  thele  men  of  the  hammer. — 
Their  ordinary,  or  record  of  affociation,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  book  of  enrolments  in  the  archives  of  the  cor- 
poration of  Newcaftle ;  and  they  themfelves  have 
preferred  the  original  deed  in  the  ftrong  box  of  the 
fociety,  bearing  date  anno  1436.  This  brotherhood 
were  enjoined  to  go  together  in  procefEon  on  the 
feaft  of  Corpus  Chrirti,  and  perform  their  play,  at 
their  own  expence,  attending  at  the  hour  appointed, 
or  forfeit  one  pound  of  wax.  That  every  brother 
fliould  affemble  at  St.  Nicholas'  church,  at  the  Tetting 
fortli  of  the  proceffion,  on  St.  Loy-day,  on  the  Ukc 
penalty.  That  no  Scotfman  born  fliould  be  taken 
apprentice,  or  fufFered  to  work,  on  pain  of  the  for- 
feiture of  forty  fliillings ;  half  whereof  to  go  to  the 
chamber  of  the  town,  the  other  half  to  the  fellowlhip. 
That  no  brother  fliould  fell  feyme  and  rqffe  by  weight, 
under  three  fliillings  and  fourpence  a  hundred,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  fix  (hillings  and  eightpence  for  each 
offence  * 

Another  regulation  exhibits  the  fociety  as  conM- 
ing  of  different  branches  of  blackfmiths  and  farriers, 
blackfmiths  or  anchorfmiths,  and  lockfmiths  or  white- 
fmiths. 

Another,  dated  Auguft  17,  1677,  empowered  the 
fraternity  to  be  a  body  politic  in  law ;  enjoined  them 
to  meet  yearly,  en  St.  Loy-day,  to  choofe  four  war- 
__^ dens, 

•  The  following  curioas  entiies  occur  in  their  old  books :  — Feb. 
lOf  1668,  John  Bolam  for  not  carrying  Clem.  Browne  to  church, 
giving  the  dang  to  another,  fined  1 5s.  4d. — 1682,  paid/or  making 
the  feat  in  the  Frith,  is.4d. — 1685,  fpcnt  in  the  Forth-houfe  with 
the  twelve,  the  raine  caufeing  them  in,  2s. 
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dens,  of  which  one  at  Icaft  was  to  be  an  anchor-fmitb. 
That  the  twelve  of  the  company  ftiould  confift  of  four 
anchorftniths,  four  blackfmiths  and  farriers,  and  four 
lockfmiths  :  to  choofe  four  ffcarehers ;  that  appren- 
tices ihou)d  ferve  feven  years  :  that  no  brother  fhould 
come  to  meetings,  or  attend  the  public  guild  of  the 
town,  with  his  apron  on,  but  with  a  decent  cloak  or 
i^at,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  fixpence  for  each  default. 

George  Whinfield,  efq.  mayor,  and  Margaret  Sta, 
phenfon,  of  Newcaftle,  left  twenty  pounds  each,  da- 
ted Dec.  18,  1 718.  and  1725  ;  to  be  put  to  intereil, 
to  affift  two  poor  brethren,  for  three  years,  to  begin 
bufinefs. 

Their  meeting-houfe  is  adjacent  to  the  Bkck- Friars, 
the  ground-floor  erf"  which,  once  that  of  the  chapel  of 
tbsit  opulent  fraternity,  was  the  fcene  of  a  remarkable 
ftate.tranfadHon,  being  the  room  in  which  homage 
was  done  by  the  Scottifb  king,  to  the  king  of  Eng- 
landy  for  the  kingdom  of  Scotland. 

X(L     FvLiSRS   OR    ]>YXRS« 

To  invent  the  manufadure  of  cloth  was  the  fruit 
of  neceflity  J  to  purify  and  ftain  with  various  colours, 
were  the  offspring  of  vanity  and  a  love  of  diftinftion. 
Jofeph's  coat  of  many  colours,  with  his  magnificent 
portentous  dreams,  nigh  cod  him  his  life.  And  as  a 
dtfirt  o(  mon/lrari  digito,  to  be  pointed  out  by  the 
finger,  has  long  influenced  human-kind,  we  are  not 
to  worider  that  the  myftery  of  fulling  and  dyeing  is 
of  very  ancient  date.  This  of  Nevvcaflle  is  that  of 
1477.  As  th^re  have  been  fome  men  but  jniddUng 
bonejij  in  all  ages,  fo  the  iregulations  of  the  fuller's 
company  feciife'the  brethren  agnrnft  them.  It  is 
therefore  enat9:cd,  that  no  brother  fhould  rtain  cloth 

upon 
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upon  the  tenter,  to  deliver  it  with  tht  JborUwand^  on 
pain  of  forfeiting^  four  pounds  of  was: :  nor  tenter 
cloth  on  a  Sunday,  nor  '*  wend  to  the  walk  mylne** 
with  any  raw  cloth  on  that  day»  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
two  pounds  of  wax.  That  they  fhould  take  no  Scotf- 
man  born  to  apprentice,  nor  fet  any  fuch  to  work, 
under  a  penalty  of  twenty  (hillings,  half  wherec^  to 
go  to  the  fociety ,  and  half  to  fupport  the  Tyne-bridge, 
That  no  apprentice  fhould  be  taken  under  feven 
years;  that  no  brother  fhould  work  kerfey  under 
twopence  the  yard;  that  they  fhould  attend  the  wed- 
dings  and  burials  of  brethren  in  their  livery  ^  that 
they  fhould  meet  in  their  livery  in  Carliol-croft,  on 
St.  John's  day,  in  May,  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning; 
and  upon  St.  John's-day  at  ChriflmaSy  at  one  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon :  that  none  of  the  company  fhould 
fail  being  at  the'  fetting  forth  of  the  proceifion  of 
Corpus  Chrifti  day,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  one  pound 
of  wax ;  and  that  each  brother  fhould  pay  fixpence 
to  the  proceffion  and  the  play  yearly:  to  choofe 
twelve,  who  were  to  be  fworn  and  eledl  wardens,  au- 
ditors, fearchcrs,  and  the  two  to  attend  the  mayor 
and  chamber  for  the  year :  to  meet  on  the  eve  of 
Corpus  Chrifti  day,  in  the  morning,  at  fix  o'clock, 
under  the  penalty  of  one  pound  of  wax  :  to  walk  no 
broad  cloth  of  colour,  under  fourpence  a  yard  ;  nor 
any  wadded  blue  under  twopence  the  yard,  nor  any 
frize  under  three-halfpence  the  yard ;  to  "  dight," 
i.  e,  clean  no  gown  under  fourpence,  on  pain  of  half 
a  pound  of  wax ;  nor  to  fheer  a  dozen  yards  of  tilted 
cloth  under  threepence,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  two 
pounds  of  wax  ;  or  fuftiau  under  one  penny  a  yard, 
or  broad *cloth  under  threepence  for  the  like  quan- 
tity, under  the  penalty  of  one  pound  of  wax  for  each. 

FIFTEEN 
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FIFFEEN  COMPANIES,  called  By-tradk. 

The  firft  of  thefc  is  the  refpedable  and  opulent 
company  of  Mafters  and  Mariners,  called  alfo  the 
Trinity-Houfe,  of  which  we  have  already  given  an 
account  along  with  thofe  of  the  Merchant-adven* 
turers  and  Hoaftmen. 

2.   Weavers. 

This  very  ingenious  profeffion  is  of  great  antiquity 
among  civilized  nations,  and  is  almoft  co-eval  with 
hjuman  nature  itfelf ;  and  in  proportion  as  it  arrives 
among  a  people  from  rudenefs  to  elegance  in  texture, 
in  the  various  fabrications  in  which  this  art  is  exer-> 
cifed,  the  degree  of  their  civilization  is,  in  a  great 
meafure,  charaderifed. 

The  ordinary  of  this  fociety  in  Newcaftle,  and. 
which  they  ftill  have  in  their  pofleffion,  is  of  the 
date  of  15^7.  By  the  authority  of  the  mayor,  (heriS^ 
and  aldermen,  juitices  of  the  peace,  with  the  confent 
of  their  own  body,  it  enjoins  them  to  aflemble  yearly 
at  the  feall  of  Corpus  Chriiti,  go  together  in  procef- 
iion,  aud  play  their  play  of  pageant  of  ^*  The  Bearing 
of  the  Crofs,"  at  their  own  expence ;  each  brother 
to  be  at  the  proceffion  when  his  hour  is  ailigned,  on 
pain  of  forfeiiiog  fixpence.^  To  take  no  Scotfman 
born  to  apprentice,  nor  fet  any  to  work  under  ^pe- 
nalty of  forty  (hillings  for  each  default,  whereof  half 
to  go  to  the  fellowlhip,  and  half  to  the  work  of  Tyne- 
bridge,  without  forgvvenefs;  to  admit  any  peribn 
who  had  ferved  an  apprenticefliip  with  a  brother  of 
the  foCiety,  a  menfiber  thereof,  on  the  payment  of- 
thirteen  ihillings  and  fourpence,  and  twelvepence 
for  a  pot  of  ale ;  as  alfo  any  man  of  that  craft,  being 

the 
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the  king's  liege  man,  and  defirous  to  be  of  the  fel- 

lowftiip,  a  brother  thei-eof,  with  power  to  fet  up  (hop 

on  (he  payment  of  twenty  ,jx)und8>  slnd  tv^eltep^ilce 

for  a  pot  of  ale.     Th«  fearcbcrs  to  fetirch  four  times 

a  year  at  leaft.  That  dny  brother  falling  into  poverty 

ihould  be  fuppilied  out  of  the  Gommoii  box,  at  tbe 

difcretion  of  the  ftewards  and  twelve  j  and  that,  any 

brother  milbehaving  at  meetings,  fhould  forfeit   fix 

pounds  of  wax  for  tvety  default ;    and  that  any 

brother  lying  in  wait  to  beat,  flay  dr  murder  any  of 

hi$  brethren,  ihould  be  put  out  of  the  fociety  for 

dv«r ;  that  any  brother  calling  another  Scot,  ot  mn^* 

ftvorn^  ih  malice,  (hould  forfeit  fix  fliillings  and  eight-^ 

pence   without  forgiventffs :   that  every  appr^ntied 

fliould  ferve  ieveh  years,  atid  pay  jtt  his  ehtrance  a 

pound  of  wax  ;  that  they  fliould  f^tttle  th^ir  accounts 

^Vkty  year,  on  Monday  after  Corpus  Chrifti  day,  and 

chobfe  their  ftewards,  &g.  that  every  brother  t^ki 

^r  tb^  \Vorking  of  a  doten  broad  cloth  four  ftiillings  • 

fbt  a  de^en  ftrates  wollene  iwenfypence,  to  be  mea* 

fured  by  the  long  wand  ;  for  a  dorxen  lyn-cloth,  yferd 

broad,  bleeched,  twelvepence ;  alfo  file  and  .brood- 

ly nn  '  and  bardone,  tenpence  a  doien  ;  a  doien  &n^ 

clothe  twelvepence  ;  a  dozen  karfais  eighteenpence  ; 

for  a  dofcetj  lyn-cloth,  five  quarters  broad,  eighteen- 

j^ence,  8tc. 

Artother  ordinary,  having  the  fanlflion  of  the  mayoir 
and  burgelfes  of  Newcaftle,  in  guild-hall  aflembled, 
dated  Auguft  ti,  if68,  and  enrolled  in  the  books  of 
tbe  corporation,  cotifirmed  to  them  that  no  foreigner 
or  perfon  not  fr^e  of  the  fellov^ftiip,  Kvmg  in  or  about 
the  Hfgh-Caftle,  near  the  liberties  of  that  town,  (hould 
take  any  wofk  in  pi-ejudrcc^  of  this  fociety,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  fiv6  pounds  for  each  default.    And  that 

none 
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none  Ihoald  buy  any  linen  or  hardane  yarn,  to  carry 
out  of  the  precinfts  of  the  faid  town,  under  a  penalty 
of  forty  Ihillings. 

This  focicty  has  a  warrant  from  the  mayor  of 
Newcaftle,  renewed  yearly,  tofeixe  bad  yarn,  &c. 
and  ftill  continue  to  receive  annual  contributions 
from  the  pedlars  who  keep  booths  on  the  Sandhill. 

3.  Barber-Cbirurj^eons^  with  Chandlers. 

This  company  is  of  great  antiquity,  their  ordinary 
being  dated  Oclofcer  lo,  1442.. 

On  a  petition  from  this  fociety,  dated  1648,  to  the 
mayor  and  corporation,  for  a  place  in  the  Manors,  on 
which  to  build  a  meeting,  houfe,  a  Iciifc  was  granted 
them  for  that  purpofe,  for  fixty-one  years,  at  the 
annual  rent  of  iix  (hillings  and  eighrpence;  with  a 
certain  number  of  yards  of  land,  for  a  garden  of 
herbs.  This  leafe  expiring,  a  new  one  was  granted, 
for  the  like  term  of  fixty-one  years  from  the  expira- 
tion of  the  old  one. 

Their  regulations,  which  are  curious  and  moral, 
are  as  follow  :  That,  at  the  proceffion  of  Corpus 
Chrifti,  their  fociety  was  to  play  the  **  Baptizing  of 
Chrift,**  at  their  own  expence.  Every  man  to  be  at 
the  proceffion  when  his  hour  is  affigned  him,  at  the 
New -gate,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  a  pound  of  wax  :  to 
go  alfo  with  their  pageant,  when  it  Ihould  be  played, 
in  a  liver/,  on  the  like  pain :  that  no  alien  born  fhould 
be  taken  apprentice,  or  allowed  to  work  within  the 
town,  or  without,  under  a  penalty  of  twenty  Ihillings: 
that  the  fociety  Ihould  uphold  the  light  of  St.  John 
Baptift,  in  St.  Nicholas*  church,  as  long  as  they  weris 
of  abilitjT :  that  no  barber,  apprentice,  nor  fervant, 

3  F  ihould 
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ihould  (have  on  Sunday,  neither  within' the  town,  nor 
without,  by  a  mile's  fpace. 

There  is  another  ordinary  of  this  fociety,  dated 
Sept,  25,  1671,  confirming  the  former,  and  making 
them  a  body  politic,  by  the  name  of  •*  The  Barber- 
Chirurgeons  and  Wax  and  Tallow- Chandlers,"  order- 
ing them  to  meet  yearly,  and  choofe  two  wardens, 
who  were  to  be  fworn :  that  apprentices  fhould  fcrve 
feven  years  :  and  that  when  any  brother  had  taken 
a  cure  in  hand,  no  other  fliould  meddle  with  it  till  it 
was  completed,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  twenty  ftiillings 
for  the  firft,  thirty  Ihillings  for  the  fecond,  and  forty 
(hillings  for  the  third  default ;  half  of  which  to  go  to 
the  brother  who  firft  drefled  the  patient.  It  further 
Enjoined,  that  none  fliould  wafli,  drefs,  or  trim  on  a 
Sunday,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  two  fliillings  for  each 
offence;  giving  the  company  power  to  make  by-laws, 
and  to  choofe  annually  two  fearchers,  who  were  to 
be  fworn.*' 

4.  Cutlers. 

Although  no  ordinary  or  record  of  this  company 
has  been  preferved ;  yet  fome  mention  is  made  of 
them  as  a  fociety,  anno  1579,  in  the  ordinary  of  ar- 
mourers. In  the  year  1688,  they  appear  to  have 
pietented  to  the  elcftion  of  the  mayor,  as  one  of  the 
fifteen  by-trades. 

,  Their  hall,  anciently  called  "  Cutler's  Tower,'*  in 
the  Carliol-Croft,  was   rebuilt  by  the  fraternity  of 

niafons,  and  is  now  their  meeting- Boufe. 

5.  Ship- 

*  lixtrafts  from  their  old  books. Dec.  iky  17111  it  was 

ordered,  by  a  full  vote  of  the  company*  that  "  perriwig-making 
be  from  thenceforth  accounted  as  a  part  and  branch  of  die  com- 
pany."— ^June  14,  ^742,  ordered,  "that  no  brother  fliavc  John 
Robron,'till  he  pays  what  he  owes  to  Robert  Sbafio.'^ 
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5.  Shipwrights  J  or  Ship-Carpenters. 

This  art,  fo  ufeful  for  navigation,  and  for  convejr^ 
ing  the  produdlions  of  every  clime  over  the  whole 
world,  and  which  has  arrived  at  lUch  perfedlion  in 
Britain,  is  not  of  very  ancient  date  in  Newcaftle,  as 
the  ordinary  of  this  fociety  is  only  of  Augull  8.  1658. 
The  deed  being  periifed  by  the  judges  of  aflize  the 
day  following,  they  certified  their  having  done  (J) 
and  ratified  the  fame.  The  fociety  are  enjoined  to 
meet  yearly  on  the  27th  day  of  December,  to  choole 
two  wardens,  and  the  like  number  of  overfeers  ;  pro- 
hibiting them  from  working  on  Sundays  and  holidays 
obferved  by  the  church,  giving  them  power  to  make 
by-laws,  and  reftrifting  apprentices  from  wojfking 
tide-work,  till  they  had  ferved  three  yeare. 

Another  order  of  this  fociety,  dated  A uguft  26th, 
1674,  was  alfo  confirmed  by  the  judges  ;  as  was  alfo 
another,  dated  July  26th,  1689.  Betides  the  above, 
this  fraternity  have  fince  made  maiiy  additional  or- 
ders, by  their  own  authority. f 
-         I.  ■  -.     ,        , -..-i»# 

\  In  their  old  books  arc  the  following  cutious  entries  ; 
1613,  'Robart  Harrigad,  for  a  carvell,  is. — William  Keifley,  for 
working  on  a  ketch  on  a  holiday,  yd. — Of  two  for  working  on  a 
fiehote^,  on  a  holiday,  yd. — 1624,  received  for  a  pott  "  fower  heates 
on  a  keele,  2 id.*' — 1651,  About  this  time  the  company  appear 
to  have  had  ways  at  the  Clofe-gate,  where  large  (hips  were  built. 
Their  raecting-houfe  occurs  1622. — 27  December,  1O22,  pd. 
for  bretedging  the  towre  24s.  2d. — 1630,  mention  occurs  of  Skis- 
Tharfday  being  our  Lady-day  in  Lent. — 1656,  mention  occurs  of 
new  ways  about  St.  Lawrence,  for  building  ihips. 

June  24th,  1673,  a  brother  fined  for  challenging  another  to 
fighty  and  giving  him  his  glove.— Ten  brethren  fined  for  working 
on  January  30th,  1651,  being  a  thankigivinge-daye. — December 
lyih,  1672,  a  brother  fined  for  telling  one  of  the  twelve  "he 
turned  his  cloake  on  the  ether  Ihouldtr." 

3  F  2  They 
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They  have  their  meeting-houfe  in  Carpcnter's- 
Tower,  Sallyport-gate,  which  is  the  mod  beautiful 
of  all  the  other  meeting-houfes  on  the  town-walls. 

6.  Coopers. 

This  very  ancient  fociety  has  an  ordinary,  dated 
January  22,  1426.  They  were  enjoined  to  go  toge- 
ther yearly,  at  the  feail  of  Corpus  Chrifti,  in  procef- 
fion,  as  other  crafts  did,  and  perform  their  play,  at 
their  own  charge ;  each  brother  to  attend  at  the  hour 
aiiigned  him  at  the  proceflion,  or  forfeit  a  pound  of 
wax ;  that  none  (hould  take  a  Scotfman  born  to  ap- 
prentice, nor  fet  any  fuch  to  work,  under  the  penalty 
of  forty  (hillings,  whereof  twenty-Gx  (hillings  and 
eightpence  to  go  tq  the  fraternity,  and  thirteen  (hil- 
lings and  fourpence  to  ''  Sente  Nicholas  kyrkwarke." 
No  brother  to  take  any  more  than  .one  apprentice  in 
feven  years.  All  turners  and  pulley-makers  coming 
to  Newcaftle  to  be  bound  by  the  fame  ordinary. 

An  after  claufe  forbade  the  employing  of  any 
Dutchman  ;  and,  by  another  after  claufe,  the  com- 
pany of  ropers  were  united  with  this  fociety. 

By  an  ordinance  of  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle 
(i  7th  of  Elizabeth)  which  confolidates  the  compa- 
zines of  coopers,  pulley-makers,  turners,  and  rope- 
makers,  it  is  ordained,  "  That  none  of  thefe  compa- 
nies (hall  take  any  apprentice  but  one  in  four  years, 
except  the  children  of  brethren  j"  and  by  a  by-law 
of  this  confolidated  company  in  the  year  1786,  it 
was  enabled,  **  that  for  the  enrolment  of  every  ap- 
prentice fo  takea,  a  brother  (hall  pay  ten  pounds, 
or  any  apprentice  at  all  during  the  fervitude  of  ano- 
ther, five  pounds.  But  by  a  mandamus  (Coates  c». 
the  Cooper's  Company  in  1797}  it  was  fully  deter- 
mined, 
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mined  "  that  corporations  have  no  right  to  miike  by- 
laws in  reftraint  of  trade,  and  that  a  prohibition  not 
to  take  more  than  a  certain  number  of  apprentices 

is  a  by-law  in  rejiraint  oftrade.^ 

January 

. _  ■        - ,  ■  _  . 

•  The  learned  judges  prefent  delivered  their  opinions  rcfpcc- 
tircly  on  this  important  cafe  as  follow : 

LORD  KENYON,  Chief  Juftice  —I  believe  that  this  writ 
is  drawn  in  the  ufual  form,  and  I  fee  no  objection  to  it.     If  the 
detendants  ftiould  have  rctarned  any  reafon  to  (hc\y  that  this  party 
is  not  intitled  to  havft  indentures  enrolled,  they  Ihoiild  have  (hewn 
It.     But  this  return  is  bad  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.     To 
one  objedion  the  defendant's  counfel  has  not  even  attempted  to 
give  any  anfwer,  namely,  that  it  is  not  alledged  that  the  appren- 
tice was  not  the  fon  of  a  freemiin.     Thefe  two  companies  have 
exifted  immemorially,  but  how  they  could  be  confolidated  toge- 
tlicr  I  cannot  conjedlure.     However,  as  they  have  affumed  that 
character,  we  are  to  take  it  as  again  (I  themfelves  that  tliey  are 
confoUdated«     1  here  is  a  cafe  in  Salkeld  where  it  is  faid,  that  a 
corpocation  may  make  a  fraternity,  but  no  notice  is  taken  of  that 
point  in  the  other  reports  of  that  cafe  \  and  I  cannot  conceive  that 
they  have  fuch  a  power ;  it  can  only  be  effei^ed  by  the  legiflature 
or  by  the  crown.     Here,  however,  it  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that 
theie  defendants  have  affumed  that  charai^tcr,  and  are  now  bound 
by  it.     But  when  the  corporation  of  Newcatlle  chole  to  conlbli- 
4late  thefe  two  companies,  they  ceitainly  had  no  right  to  fuper* 
add  by-laws  in  redralnt  c^  trade  ;  and  a  prohibition  not  to  take 
more  than  a  certain  number  of  apprentices  is  a  by-law  in  reilraiat 
of  trade.    By4aws  have  been  ieveral  times  brought  to  me  as  chief 
juftice  for  confirmation  under  the  Qatutes,  and  not  long'  ago  I  re* 
fufed  to  allow  fome,  becaufe  I  thought  them  illegal  in  reflraining 
-mafters  from  taking  beyond  a  certain  number  of  apprentices.  On 
the  a&  of  parliament  alfo  I  think  the  lali  by  law  is  void.     That 
ftatute  (ays  that  only  a  fmall  fum  (2s.  6d.)  fhall  be  taken  for  tiie 
enrolment  of  indentures  of  apprenticefhip,  wheieas  the  defendants 
Miftf  that  imder  this  by-law  lol.  ihall  be  taken  for  it.    But  even 
if  the  company  had  a  right  to  demand  that  fum  of  the  mafler, 
that  is  no  reaibn  why  the  indentures  (hould  not  be  enrolled.     If 
they  thiak  they  can  fupport  diis  by-law,  they  may  dill  bring  their 
adiofi  againfl  the  mailer  to  recover  the  penalty.     But  I  am  clear- 
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January  30,  1650.  the  corporation  ordered  them 
a  leafe  for  feven  years  of  a  place  in  the  Manors,  to 
be  a  meeting-houfe.  The  company  of  plaifterers  ap- 
pear to  have  met  with  this  fociety  foon  after  the  re- 
lloration. 

A  warrant  was  granted  to  this  fociety  in  the  year 
1699  by  the  mayor  of  Newcaftle,  ^^  fearch  all  her- 
ring, &c.  a  power  which  is  dill  continued  in  their 

hands. 

In 

ly  of  opinion  tkat  this  return  cannot  be  fupported,  and  that  a 
peremptory  mandamas  ought  to  go. 

ASHURST,  Jadge. — Even  if  thefe  companies  were  properly 
conftituted,  and  had  a  power  to  make  by-laws,  which  queftions 
it  is  unnecefTary  to  difcufs  in  this  cafe,  the  by-laws  are  already 
bad,  as  being  made  in  reflraint  of  trade. 

GROSE,  Judge. — This  mandamus  is  drawn  in  the  ufual  form. 
The  defendants  do  not  controvert  any  of  the  fadts  dated  in  the 
writ,  but  they  rely  on  certain  pretended  by-laws.  Now  without 
enquiring  whether  one  corporation  can  make  another,  or  whether 
thefe  by-laws  are  good,  it  is  clear  that  this  apprentice  is  not 
brought  within  the  lad  of  them,  that  fays  that  every  brother  for 
each  apprentice  he  (hould  take  (hould  pay  lol.  &c.  the  meaning 
of  \\)iich  evidently  is,  that  the  brother  (hall  pay  that  fum;  but 
tills  is  not  ah  application  by  a  brother  but  by  an  apprentice ;  but 
the  by-law  does  not  fay  that  the  indentures  of  apprenticelhip  ftall 
not  be  enrolled  unlefs  the  money  is  paid.  Therefore  on  this  fhort 
ground  1  am  of  opinion  that  the  return  is  bad. 

LAWRENCE,  Judge.— I  alfo  thmk  that  this  writ  is  in  the 
ufual  form.    As  to  the  argument  of  the  defendants,  that  the  party 
applying  to  be  admitted  into  this  company  ought  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  make  the  fir  (I  objection  to  the  return,  becaufe  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  conftitution  of  the  corporation,  that  confequence  by 
no  means  follows ;  for  even  though  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle 
could  make  an  ordinance  for  the  puipofe  of  uniting  thefe  two 
companies,  it  does  not  follow  that  they  could  make  a  by-law  in 
reftiaint  of  trade  ;  that  ordinance  might  be  good,  though  the  reft 
H^ere  bad. Return  quajbed. 
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In  the  year  1725,  Mrs  Margaret  Stephenfoft  left  a 
legacy  of.  twenty  pounds  to  this  fociety,  to  be  di- 
vided,  and  let  out  to  two  brethren  for  a  certain  num. 
ber  of  years  without  intereft. 

7.    Houfe-Carpenters^  anciently  called  Wrights. 

This  fociety,  by  an  ordinary  dated  July  3,  1579, 
including  joiners,  was  cohftituted  a  body  corporate 
of  themfelves,  with  perpetual  fucceflion,  to  fue  and 
be  fued,  &c.  in  the  courts  of  Newcaftle  ;  that  they 
ftiould  meet  yearly  and  choofe  their  wardens,  8tc, 
alfo  to  obferve  the  plays  which  anciently  belonged  to 
their  fellowfliip  :  that  no  apprentice  Ihould  ferve  lefs 
than  feven  years  ;  no  Scotfman  to  be  taken  as  fuch 
under  a  penalty  of  forty  fliillings,  nor  to  be  made 
free  on  any  account.  It  further  enads,  that  the 
joiners  Ihould  work  at  the  fealing  of  houfes  within, 
the  making  '*  dorments  and  windows,  drawn  tables 
of  frame-work,  and  tables  with  turnpofts,  bufft^t- 
ftools,  forms,  cupboards,  almeries,  preflbrs,  chairs, 
and  fconces  of  frame- work,  cal'ements,  treUifing  of 
windows,  buttries  of  framed  work,  framed  chefts,  and 
all  others  pinned  with  wood,  as  alfo  every  other  kind 
of  joiner's  work/*  That  the  two  trades  fliould  occu- 
py in  common  the  making  of  buttries,  or  any  other 
kind  of  work  with  **  feaUng  linck,  1.  e.  one  board 
growen  in  another,  and  nailed  with  iron  nails ;  chefts 
for  corpfes,  and  other  chefts  not  pinned  with  wood ; 
removing  of  beds,  cupboards,  and  draw-tables,  toge- 
ther with  making. of  doors  and  windows  mulder 
work."  And  that  half  of  their  fines  ihould  go  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  great  bridge,  and  the  other  half 
to  the  fellowfliip. 

Their  meeting.houfe  was  over  the  water-gate  on 
the  Sand-Hill,  in  which  was  a  table  of  iir.wood, 
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formed  of  one  plank,  all  of  one  piece»  being  12  ftet 
and  a  half  long,  and  22  and  a  half  inches  broad. 
Their  prcfent  meeting-houfe  is  at  the  Weftgate. 

George  Collingwood,  houfccarpcntcr,  left  two 
pounds  for  ever  to  pat  out  an  apprentice  to  one  of 
the  fociety. 

8.  Mafons. 

This  truly  refpedable  fociety  was  conftituted 
an  incorporated  body  of  themfelves,  by  an  ordi* 
nary,  dated  September  i»  1581,  enjoining  them 
to  meet  yearly;  to  make  by-laws,  &c.  to  obferve 
their  play  at  the  feftival  of  Corpus  Chrifti  :  that 
no  Scotfman  Ihould  be  taken  apprentice  ;  that  ap- 
prentices fl)ould  ferve  fcven  years,  &c.  In  1674  this 
fociety  met  in  the  White.Friar-Tower,  with  the  wall, 
crs,  or  bricklayers  and  mcttcrs.  They  have  their 
beautiful  meeting-houfe  in  the  Carliol-Croft. 

On  a  monument  in  their  meeting-houfe,  erededin 
I776:  "  To  the  memory  of  Mr.  George  Maxwell, 
mafon,  who  died  September  14th,  1732,  and  be. 
queathed  to  the  company  of  mafons  of  Newcaftle,  the 
rentals  of  melTuages  and  their  appurtenances,  to  be 
applied  to  the  relief  of  fuch  brethren  as  are  lick,  or 
incapable  of  working,  and  to  fa^h  of  their  widows  as 
are  needful/* 

9.  Glovers. 

The  ordinary  of  this  fociety,  dated  January  20tli, 
14^6,  tiijoiiied  them  to  go  together  in  proceflion  at 
the  teaft  of  Corpus  Chriili  in  a  livery;  aAd  play  at 
their  o^n  chttrge ;  to  choofe  annually  three  ftew. 
ards ;  that  apprentices  (hould  ferve  feven  years,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  fix  ifaillings  and  eightpeoce  ^  to  the 
light  of  the  faid  craft.;'  that  so  Scotfman  bom  ihould 

be 
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be  taken  apprentice,  nonallowed  to  work  in  the  town,        ^ 
under  a  penalty  of  forty  ftiiUings. 

IP.  Joiner Sf 

In  the  ordinary  which  united  the  houfe-carpenters 
With  the  joiners  into  one  fraternity,  we  found  the 
date  was  anno  1579,  but  by  a  fubfcquent  date  of 
1589  we  find  that  the  joiners  were  incorporated  by 
thenafelves  into  a  diftin<5l  company,  with  perpetual 
fucceflion.  It  enjoined  them  to  eleft  two  war- 
dens, make  by-laws,  perform  their  parts  in  the  plays  ; 
that  apprentices  fliould  ferve  feven  years  j  and  that 
no  Scotchman  Ihould  be  taken  apprentice. 

Their  meeting-hoiife  is  over  Pilgrim-ftreet  gate,  in 
which  is  an  efcutcheon  with  the  following  infcription  : 
*'  Mrs.  Margaret  Stephenfon,  relidl  of  Mr.  John  Ste- 
phenfon,  merchant  of  Newcaftle,  departed  this  life 
Auguft  23d,  1629,  and,  by  her  lad  will  and  tefta- 
raent,  gave  to  the  company  of  joiners  of  Newcaftle 
aforefaid,  twenty  pounds,  to  be  lent  to  two  fuch  bre- 
thren of  the  faid  fellowfhip,  as  Ihall  want  ftock  to  fet 
up  with  for  four  years  without  intereft,  and  fo  to  be 
transferred  to  other  two  fuch  brethren  of  the  faid 
joiners  at  the  end  of  every  four  years  for  ever." 

On  another  we  find  "  Barbara  Farbridge,  reliA  of 
Charles  Farbridge,  a  brother  of  the  company,  disd 
April  X3th,  17431  aged  60,  bequeathed  to  the  poor 
widows  of  deceafed  brethren  twenty  pounds,  the  ufe 
of  which  to  be  paid  by  the  Rewards  on  St.  Peter's 
day  yearly  for  ever.' 
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II,  Milnersi  or  Millers. 

This  fociety  was,  by  date  of  September  20,  1578, 
conftituted  a  fellowlhip,  confifting  of  twenty  millers, 
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with  perpetual  fucceflion,    and  enjoined  them   to 
choofe  two  wardens  every  year,  who  might  fue  and 
be  fued,  &c.  and  that  when  the  general  plays  ftiould 
be  performed,  they  (hould  play  the  ancient  one  of 
the  fociety,  called  "  the  Deliverance  of  the  Children 
of  Ifrael  out  of  the  Thraldom,  Bondage,  and  Servi- 
tude of  King  Pharoh,"  on  pain  of  forfeiting  twenty 
fhillings  for  abfence  :  that  no  ftranger  or  alien  bom 
ihould  be  taken  apprentice,  or  fet  to  work,  on  pain 
of  fix  fliillings  and  eightpence  ;  and  that  apprentices 
fliould  ferve  feven  years ;    that  no  corn  ihould  be 
ground  on  Sundays ;  that  each  miller  in  the  counties 
of  Northumberland,  or  Durham,  who  brought  corn 
from  Newcaftle  market,    (hould  pay    them   an  ac- 
knowledgment of  fixpence  per  annum,    and    two 
fhillings  and  fixpence  every  time  he  fhould  be  found 
in  the  wheat  or  malt  market  before  tWo  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  on  market  days,  unlefs  to  fetch  away 
the  corn  which  his  cuftomers  had  bought  there  ;  and 
that  no  fuch  foreign   millers  (hould  buy  corn  there, 
under  a  penalty  of  two  (hillings  and  fixpence  for  each 
default. 

April  8th,  1672,  a  fingular  order  occurs  in  the 
books  of  this  fraternity,  **  that  if  any  brother  (hould 
attend  the  burial  of  another  with  a  black  hat,  he 
ihould  be  fined  fixpence  for  every  fuch  default." 

12.  Curriers,  FeltmakerSy  and  Armourers. 

The  aiTociation  of  thefe  three  branches  of  bufinefs, 
was  conftituted  by  an  ordinary  dated  September  20, 
1546.  They  were  enjoined  to  go  together  in  procef- 
fion  at  the  feaft  of  Corpus  Chrifti,  bear  the  charges  of 
the  lights,  pageants,  and  play,  and  be  there  at  the 
hour  afllgncd  them,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  a  pound  of 

wax. 
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wax.  It  further  enjoined  that  none  born  out  of  the 
king's  dominion  (hould  work  with  them,  unlefs  he 
were  denizen,  or  for  urgent  caufes  to  be  admitted  by. 
the  mayor  and  juftices  of  peace,  on  pain  of  paying 
forty  pounds  fterling ;  that  they  (hould  not  work  oa 
holidays,  or  on  Saturdays  longer  than  five  o'clock  of 
the  afternoon,  on  pain  of  tbrfeitinga  pound  of  wax; 
that  each  brother  fhould  be  fworn  on  admiflion  ;  and 
that  the  armourers,  curriers,  and  hatters,  fhould  not 
interfere  in  each  other's  occupations. 

A.  D.  1 719,  this  fociety  made  a  Angular  and  very 
ridiculous  order,  **  that  no  quaker  Ihould  be  taken  ap. 
prentice,  pn  pain  of  forfeiting  one  hundred  pounds." 

13.  Colliers^  Paviors^  and  carriage  men. 

The  ordinary  of  this  united  fraternity  dated 
July  3.0,  1656,  appeats  to  have  been  a  mutual  a- 
greement  figned  and  fealed  by  themfelves,  to 
remain  in  force  till  they  (hould  obtain  one  under  the 
authority  of  the  magillrates  of  Newcaftlc.  It  ordered 
that  no  ftranger,  not  having  duly  ferved  an  appren-. 
tice(hip  to  their  calling,  (hould  be  fet  to  work,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  the  fum  of  forty  fliillings  ;  that  any 
brother  working  a  day's  work  privately,  (hould  forfeit 
fix  (hillings  and  eightpence  for  each  default;  and 
that  they  (hould  choofe  a  warden  yearly,  on  the  feaft 
of  St.  Mark,  who  (hould  keep  the  books  of  the  frater- 
nity, and  do  all  other  offices  belonging  to  a  lleward, 
as  in  other  companies. 

14.  Slaters. 

The  records  of  this  fociety  inform  us  that  their  an-' 
cient  ordinary  was  dated  March  12,  1451.      By  this 
they  were  enjoined  to  go  together  in  a  livery,  yearly, 
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at  the  feaft  of  Corpus  Cbfifli,  and  play  tbeir  parts  at 
their  own  expe  oce  ;  that  no  apprentice  (Would  ferve 
kfs  than  feven  years,  nor  a  fecond  to  be  taken  till  the 
firft  had  ferved  fix  ;  that  no  brother  ihould  take  aScotC* 
aaaa  apprentice :  that  if  £lny  brother  had  taken  a 
flate  quarry,  or  any  places  to  cover  with  ilates,  none 
fliould  undermine  him,  under  a  penalty  of  thirteen 
ihillings  and  fourpence  ;  that  none  (hould  work  upon 
St.  Catherine's  day,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  a  potind  of 
wax.  An  order  was  added  December  28,  1460,  that 
no  brother  fbould  take  Icis  than  fix  (hillings  and 
f  ightpence,  for  handling  a  rood  of  flate  coverings. 

Another  ordinary,  dated  September  28,  i579t  cited 
an  agreement  between  the  flaters  and  bricklayers, 
and  incorporated  the  feoieties  v»ith  perpetilal  fuc- 
deifion,  enjoined  them  to  choofe  two  wardens  an- 
nually, who  might  fue  and  be  fued,  make  by-laws, 
&c.  that  at  the  general  Corpus  Chrifti  plays,  they 
ftiould  perform  '*  the  Offering  ef  Ifaac  by  Al»a- 
ham  :"  that  they  flioiild  make  ovens,  chimney-tops, 
funnels,  and  all  wotks  of  tile  or  brick,  which  was 
claimed  by  the  wallers,  to  whom  they  were  to  pay 
an  annual  acknowledgment  of  three  fliilUngs  and 
fourpence.  It  further  ordered,  that  the  flaters  fliould 
do  no  kind  of  work  with  black  mortar  or  clay,  *on 
pain  of  ten  fliillings  for  each  default.  By  mutual 
agreement,  the  annual  acknowledgment  of  three 
fliillings  and  fourpence  was  afterwards  given  up 
February  23,  1597. 

Another  ordinary  of  this  fociety,  dated  March  16, 
1677,  feparated  them  from  the  company  of  wallers, 
bricklayers,  and  dawbers,  alias  plaiftefers ;  and  made 
them  in  deed  and  name  a  fellowfliip,  by  the  name  of 
flaters  and  tilers  ;  ordering  them  to  meet  yearly  on 
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St.  Catherine's  day,  and  choofe  two  wardens,  who 
might  fue  and  be  fued,  &C.  to  pay  to  the  wallers 
three  fluUings  and  fourpence  yearly  on  St.  Cathe- 
rtoe*s  day  ;  to  work  no  kind  of  black  mortar  or  clay, 

i         bttt  to  make  ovens  and  chimneys,  or  funnels. 

November  ii^  1654,  this  fraternity  agreed  to  meet 
with  the  coopers  in  the  Manors ;  they  aflemble  with 

t         tbem  aC  prefent  on  the  Sand-hilU 

15.  Glaziers^  Plumbers^  Fewterers^  \3  Painters. 

.  By  the  firft  ordinary  anno  1536,  goidfmiths  were 
incorporated  with  the  gia^iers^  &c.  as  above.  The 
goldfmiths  were  feparated  from  them  anno  171 7« 
Tfadr  ordinary  required  them  to  go  together  on  the 
feail  of  Corpfis  Cbrifti,  and  maintain  their  play  of 
•*  the  three  KLingsof  Coleyn  ;"  to  have  four  wardens, 
one  goldfmith,  one  plumber,  one  glazier,  and  one 
pewterer  or  painter;  to  be  fwom  on  admiflion  ;  not 
to  interfere  with  each  other's  occupations :  that  no 
ScctfinaQ  be^n  fliould  be  taken  apprentice,  or  fuf« 
fejted  to  work  in  Newcaftle. 

They  had  their  hall  in  Morden- Tower  granted 
them  in  the  mayoralty  of  Sir  Peter  Riddell,  anno 
1619. 

Among  other  regulations  it  was  enaded  that  none 
of  the  fellowfliip  (hould  lend  his  diamond,  except  to 
a  free-brother,  a  glazier,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  fix  fhiU 
lings  and  eightpence. 

OTHER  COMPANIES  not  of  the  FIFfEEiST 

■  « 

BY-TRADES. 

We  Ihall  only  notice  the  mod  material  circum- 
itances  refpedting  thefe. 

Goldfmiths. 
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Goldjmitbs. 

They  were  formerly  incorporated  anno  1536  by 
an  ordinary  with  the  glaziers,  &c.  as  mentioned  be- 
fore. They  were  feparated  from  them  anno  1717. 
At  fo  remote  a  period  as  A.  D.  1249,  the  reigning 
king  Henry  III  commanded  the  bailiffs  and  good  men 
of  Newcaftie  to  choofe  four  of  the  moft  prudent  and 
trufty  men  of  their  town  for  the  office  of  moncyers 
there ;  and  other  four  like  perfons  for  keeping  the 
king's  mints  in  that  town  ;  alfo  two  fit  and  prudent 
goldfmiths  to  be  affayers  of  the  money  to  be  made 
there. 

An  aflay  matter  was  appointed  to  this  fociety  in 
the  year  1 702,  which  office  is  now  held  by  Mr.  Ro- 
bert  Pinkncy, 

Waits^  or  Muficitms. 

This  fociety    feems,  by    quotations    from  their 
original  charter,    which  is  lolt,    to   have  been  in 
greater  reputation,  than  in  more  modem  times.     The 
exifting  ordinary^  dated  September  18,  1677,  ap- 
pointed them  a  fellow(hip  with  perpetual  fucceffion ; 
that  none  fhould  teach  mufic  without  licence  from 
the  mayor ;    that  no  ftranger  fhould  be  fuffered  to 
play  at  weddings  or  feafts,   unlefs  allowed  by  the 
mayor,  under  a  penalty  of  fix  fhillings  and  eight- 
pence  ;  that  no  fiddler,  piper,  dancer  upon  ropes,  or 
others  that  pretended  to  flcill  in  mufic,  or  that  went 
about  ^^ith  **  motions  or  ftiowes/'  (hould  praftife  in 
Newcaftie,  without  licence  from  the  mayor,  on  pain 
of  forftitin;.'-  ten  lliillings;    that  at  marriages  where 
mufic  fiiouid  be  chofen,  the  waits  fhould  be  prefer- 
red ;  and  if  any  other  muficians,  who  had  the  may- 
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or's  licence,  were  called,  their  fee  fliould  not  exceed 
three  Ihillings  and  fourpence,  under  a  penalty  of  ten 

fliiUings. 

In  1646  the  waits  were  commanded,  by  an  order  of 
common-council,  to  go  about  morning  and  evening, 
according  to  an  ancient  cuftom  ;  and  again,  in  1675, 
they  were  enjoined  to  ge  about  the  town  in  the  win- 
ter fcafon  ;  but  the  corporation  having,  a  few  years 
ago.  difcontinued  their  falaries,  this  filly  pradice  has 
in  confequencc  been  given  up. 

Scriveners. 

The  ordinary  of  this  fociety,  dated  Sept.  13,  1675, 
appointed  eight  fcriveners  a  fellowfhip ;  that  appren- 
tices fhould  ferve  feven  years,  and  that  all  the  bro- 
therhood ihould  dwell  in  the  town  of  Newcaftle, 

Bricklayers. 

This  ufeful  fociety  is  very  numerous  in  Newcaftle. 
They  were,  by  their  ordinary  dated  Jan.  19,  1660, 
called  "wallers,  bricklayers,  and  dawbers,  alias  plaif- 
terers,"  and  conftituted  a  fellowfliip  with  perpetual 
fucceffion,  meeting  on  the  24th  of  February,  and 
choofingfte wards,  &c.  that  they  fliould  not  be  molefted 
by  the  company  of  mafons  or  flaters ;  that  no  foreign- 
er fliould  work  in  the  town,  under  penalty  of  fix 
fhillings  and  eightpence  ;  that  none  fhould  employ 
an  alien  born  under  the  like  penalty  ;  that  appren- 
tices fliould  ferve  feven  years,  and  that  no  fecond 
fliould  be  taken  till  the  firft  had  ferved  three. 

An  order  was  made  by  the  corporation  in  169  r, 
that  the  flaters  and  tilers  fliould  not  exercife  the  trade 
of  bricklaying  or  plaiilering,  otherwife  than  in  mak- 
ing and  mending  of  chimney-tops  above  the  flates, 
and  plaifl:ering  them.  Their  hall  is  in  Nevil-Tower, 
which  was  fitted  up  for  their  public  meetings  in  171 1. 

Rope- 
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Rope^maieri» 

This  fociety's  ordinary,  bearing  date  Aprril  14, 1648, 
(citing  one  of  more  ancisnt  date)  made  them  a  fel- 
lowfhipwith  perpetual  fucceilion,  to  meet  on  the 
6th  of  June  fsvery  year,  and  choofe  wardens,  &c«  it 
ordered  that  they  (honld  not  be  molefted  by  the  com* 
pany  of  coopers,  puUey*makerg,  and  turners ;  that 
no  brother  (hould  fet  an  alien  to  n^ork,  under  a  pe« 
nalty  of  forty  fhiUjngs ;  tha^  they  (hould  take  ap- 
prentices only  once  in  four  years,  but  put  their  own 
children  to  the  tpfiqcfs  at  their  pleafure ;  and  fur- 
ther  enjoined  that  they  ftiouJd  not  impofe  upon  the 
public  by  ejceeffive  pi'ices.  Their  hall  is  a  tower 
near  the  bottom  of  CarlioJ-Croft. 

UpboIJlerers,  Tin-plate  Workers  and  Stationers. 

The  ordinary  of  this  fociety,  dated  July  22, 167 Sf 
conftituted  lix  upholfterers,  three  tin-plate  workers, 
and  two  ftationers,  a  fellovyfhip,  with  perpetual  fuc- 
cpffion,  and  ordered  them  to  meet  annually  on  the 
25th  day  of  July,  and  choofe  four  ftewards,  tWD 
upholfterers,  and  one  of  each  of  the  other  branches, 
who  with  the  fociety  fhould  have  power  to  make  by- 
laws, &c,  that  apprentices  ihould  ferve  feven  years, 
and  no  fecond  be  taken  till  the  firft  had  ferved  three; 
that  they  fliould  not  interfere  with  ejgich  other's  caXU 
ings,  and  that  no  perfon  not  free  of  the  town  and 
this  fociety  (hould  exercife  their  trade  in  Newcaftle. 
The  meeting-houfe  of  this  fraternity  is  an  apartment 
of  the  town-court. 

Sail-makers. 

« 

Tbr  ordinary  of  this  fociety,  dated  Dec.  i;8,  1665, 
conditufi^d  five  perfons  of  the  occupatioQ  a  fellow** 

ftipr 


B&mafdt  (ipdn  Cune.  433 

ftiip,  with  perpetual  fucceflion;  enjoined  them  to 
meet  yearly  on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  to  appoint  two 
wardens,  to  have  power  to  make  by-laws,  &c*  that 
apprentice^  (hould  ferve  feven  years ;  and  that  non^ 
but  thofe  who  were  free  of  the  town  and  this  fellow- 
fliip  fliould  exercife  their  trade.  They  had  their 
meeting-houfe  at  the  Clofe-gate. 

Mettcrs. 

After  Newcaftle  became  a  large  coraraefclal  town, 
and  importations  of  grain,  fruits,  &c.  were  pro^ref- 
lively  encreafing,  the  municipal  duties  impofed  by 
the  corporation  needed  the  regulating  hand  of  the 
legiflatuTe.  Accordingly  we  find,  by  an  ordinary 
dated  Auguft  3,  161 1,  this  focicty  et) joined  to  meet 
on  the  20th  day  of  September  in  eyery  year,  and 
cboofe  four  wardens,  who  were  to  pals  accounts,  and 
make  an  equal  divifion  of  their  money  on  the  day 
following.  There  was  a  card  or  table  of  rates  and 
duties  of  the  fame  date. 

Upon  the  alteration  ofmeafures,  another' ordinary 
was  granted  to  this  fociety,  061.  18,  1670.  And  in 
the  year  1726  a  new  card  or  table  of  rates  and  duties 
was  appointed  by  an  aft  of  common- council. 

Their  claims  however  were  difputed  about  four 
years  ago  by  the  non-^freemefi,  and  an  allize  trial  was 
the  confequence.  The  metters,  by  the  inconRftcncy 
of  one  of  their  evidences,  were  nonfuittd.  At  a  fub- 
fequent  appeal  to  the  law^  the  metters  atteni|>ted  to 
fubllantiate  their  privileges,  by  alledging  that  non« 
but  fach  as  belonged  to  tbeir  fociety,  (behig  forty  in 
number)  or  were  duly  authorifed  by  them,  had  a 
tight  to  meafore  out  imported  grain,  &c.  Both  par* 
ties  howerer,  by  their  coonfel,  compromtfed  the 
ttatter  before  it  came  to  a  iinal  decifion. 
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The  ordinary  of  this  fociety  is  dated  in  the  year 
15^8.  The  common-council,  in  1648,  made  an  or- 
der to  revoke  their  ordinary  for  refufing  to  go  down 
and  lend  their  afiiftance  on  the  revolt  of  Tynmouth 
Caftle. 

A  fecond  ordinary  was  granted  to  this  fraternity 
in  the  year  1607,  which  conftituted  them  a  body  po- 
litic, fixteen  in  number,  (vacancies  in  which,  by 
death  or  removal,  were  to  be  filled  up  by  the  mayor 
of  Newcaftle)  and  ordered  them  to  meet  on  Michael- 
mas-day, and  choofe  two  ftewards,  with  power  to 
make  by.laws,  fue,  &c.  in  the  courts  of  Newcaftlej 
accompanied  with  a  table  of  wages. 

In  the  year  1670  another  ordinary  was  granted  to 
this  fociety  j  and  in  r  704  a  new  table  of  wages  was 
appointed  them  by  the  common-council. 

Companies  Extind. 

As  thefe,  fuch  as  cooks,  fpicers,  furbifliers,  &c.  &c. 
which  in  former  times  feem  to  have  been  very  nume- 
rous, do  not  now  exift,  and  as  ourlimits  confine  us  to 
matters  of  much  greater  confequence,  we  will  not 
trouble  our  readers  with  an  enumeration  of  them. 

Free  Cu/lotns  of  the  Corporation  of  Newcq/ih. 

As  thefe  are  of  very  great  importance  to  be  known 
by  almoft  every  clafs  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  com- 
mercial town,  we  ihall  here  give  a  fuccind,  yet 
clear,  reprefentation  of  them. 

All  the  fons  of  a  free  burgefs  claim  the  franchife 
of  their  father  by  patrimony :  there  is  a  kind  of 
double  franchife ;  the  fellowfhip  with  the. general 
body,  called  the  freedom  of  the  town,  and  that  of 
fome  particular  company,  ufually  ilyled  the  freedom 
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of  a  trade ;  and  the  perfon  who  enjoys  both  is  faid  to 
be  free  of  town  and  trade. 

If  a  father,  poffefled  of  a  right  of  franchise,  die  be- 
fore admiffion,  all  his  fons  forfeit  their  claim.  No  na- 
tural fon  can  inherit  the  franchife. 

With  a  right  to  vote  for  two  reprefentatives  in  par- 
liament, every  burgefs,  and  a  widow  of  a  burgefs, 
may  claim  two  ftints  on  the  common  and  common, 
pallure  of  the  town.  Every  freeman  is  alfo  exempt 
from  the  payment  of  tolls,  quay  duties,  river  dues, 
&c.  Franchife  is  alfo  obtained  by  fervitude.  Anci- 
ently this  fervitude  was  in  fome  companies  for  ten 
years  ;  it  cannot  at  prefent  be  for  lefs  than  feven,  A 
mafter,  being  free  of  the  town  only,  cannot  make  his 
apprentice  free  ;  for,  in  order  to  this,  the  franchife  of 
fome  company  is  indifpenfable. 

Some  privileges  are  obtained  by  marriage :  if  a 
perfon  who  has  a  right  to  the  franchife  of  Newcaftle, 
marry  a  freeman's  daughter  before  his  admiffion,  he 
pays  on  fuch  admiffion  fix  (hillings  and  eightpence 
lefs  than  thofe  who  claim  the  fame  freedom  either  by 
patrimony  or  fervitude. 

The  franchife  devolves  on  a  freeman's  widow ;  Ihe 
can  enfranchife  the  apprentices  of  her  hufband,  if  he 
had  been  free  of  any  company,  and  (he  continues  to 
carry  on  his  bufinefs;  (he  inherits  alfo  her  huf- 
band s  exemption  from  toils,  quay  duties,  &c.  all 
which  are  loft  if  (lie  afterwards  marry  a  non-free- 
man. 

The  franchife  of  Newcaftle,  it  is  faid,  cannot  be 
fold,  but  may  be  prefented  as  a  gift,  when  it  is  ufua^ 
ly  ftyled  an  honorary  or  perfonal  freedom, 
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It  has  been  generally  fuppofed,  that  an  honorary 
freeman  can  neither  tranfmit  his  franchife  to  bis  fens, 
nor  confer  it  upon  his  apprentices. 

The  form  of  the  oath,  on  the  admiffion  of  a  free- 
man of  Newcaftle,  concludes  with  an  expreiOion  that 
feems  to  imply  that  every  burgefs  is  bound  to  a  per- 
fonal  defence  of  the  town. 

It  is  ufual,  on  admiffion,  to  prefent  the  mayor  or 
alderman  who  admits,  with  a  iilver  penny. 

By  the  charter  of  the  42d  of  Elizabeth,  March  a2, 
1600,  it  was  ordered  that  burgefTes  fhould  be  admit* 
ted  by  the  mayor  and  burgeffes,  or  common-council, 
whereof  the  mayor  amt  fix  aldermen  were  to  be 
ieven. 

By  the  charter  of  King  James  1. 1604,  all  cuftoms, 
rights,  and  liberties  of  the  town  of  Newcaftle,^  held 
by  former  charter  or  prefcription,  were  confirmed 
to  it.  • 

The  following  paiTage  occurs  in  the  ordinary  of  the 
bakers  and  brewers,  dated  September  28,  1579. 
Every  brother  was  enjoined  to  live  in  the  town  of 
Newcaftle,  and  *•  continue  therein  as  a  burgefie  of 
the  fame  towne,  to  watch  and  ward,  and  beare  fcott 
and  lott  as  other  burgeffes  of  the  fame  towne  ought 
to  doe.*' 

No  freeholder  in  Newcaftle  has  a  right  to  vote  for 
^  member  of  parliament  for  that  town,  as  fuch,  unlefs 
he  be  alfo  a  free  burgeft  thereof;  neither  have  they 
votes  for  reprefentatives  for  the  county  of  Northum- 
berland ;  fo  that  by  far  the  greater  number  of  the 
inhabitants  cannot  be  faid  to  be  reprefented  in  par* 
Jianient. 

The  odium  anciently  entertained  againft  the  Scot- 
tiih  nation^  and  which  hardly  yet  has  fubfided  among 
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the  vulgar,  muft  be  referred  to  as  one  of  the  leading 
reafons,  why  fo  few  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  of 
Newcaftle  enjoy  the  frahchife  of  that  town.  There, 
is  a  claufe  in  the  ordinary  of  almoft  every  company, 
that  no  ^cotfman  bom  (hould  be  taken  apprentice  ; 
and  it  is  highly  improbable  that  any  of  that  once 
hoftile  people  would,  at  lead  before  the  time  of  King 
James  I,  be  admitted  to  a  freedom  of  the  town,  either 
after  refiding  any  time  in  it,  or  on  the  payment  of  a 
fine :  which  feem  to  have  been  the  ancient  terms  of 
admiifion. 

Form  of  a  Freeman's  Oatb'-from  an  old  copy. 

**  Newcaftle  upoq  Tync— You  fwear  that  you 
fliall  from  henceforth  bold  with  our  fovereign  Lady 
the  Queen's  Majefty  that  now  is,  and  with  her  heirs 
and  fucceflbrs,  kings  and  queens  of  England,  againft 
all  perfons  to  live  and  to  dye  and  maintain  the  peace 
and  all  the  franchifes  of  this  town  of  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne,  and  be  obedient  to  the  mayor,  aldermen,  (he- 
rifft  and  all  other  the  officers  of  the  fame.  And  their 
council  keep.  And  no  man's  goods  avow  for  yours, 
uniefs  he  be  as  free  as  yourfelf  and  of  the  fame  fran- 
chife:  and  you  ihallobferve  and  keep  to  the  bed 
of  your  power  all  the  lawful  ordinances  made  by  com- 
mon confent  on  high  court  days :  and  all  other 
thiags  Ihall  you  do  that  belong  to  a  freeman  of  the 
{aid  town.     So  help  me  God. 

"  Nov«  I3tfa,  1704,  John  Wbeadey,  cordwainer, 
was  this  day  admitted  and  fvvorn  a  free  burgefs  of 
this  corporation,  before  the  right  worfhipful  Thomas 
Wafs,  efq.  mayor,  and  ftands  charged  with  a  rauf- 
quet  in  defence  of  the  fame.'' 

Parti- 


438  amparttal  Iplttorp  of 


Particulars  concerning  the  Corpus  Cbri/li  Flays^ 
As  performed  by  ^e  trading  companies  of  Newcaftle  upon  TjBe. 

Whatever  relates  to  this  fubjedl  (fays  Warton  in 
his  Hiftory  of  Poetry)  is  extremely  interefting,  as 
thefe  miracle  plays  were  the  firil  and  earlieft  of  our 
dramatic  exhibitions. 

Thefe  appear  to  have  been  adled  in  the  open  air, 
in  what  is  called  in  fome  places  the  Play-Field,  or  in 
fome  fpot  calculated  to  (hew  the  perfiDrmance  to  the 
greateil  crowd  of  fpedators.  They  are  reported  to 
have  been  many  of  them  very  indelicate  and  obfcene. 
They  were  not  without  their  ufe,  however,  not  only 
in  imprefling  on  the  rude  minds  of  an  unlettered 
people  the  chief  hiftories  of  theip  religion,  but  alfo  in 
foftenmg  their  manners,  at  that  time  very  grofs  and 
impure;  "creating  infenfibly,*'  fays  Mr  Warton, 
•*  a  regard  for  other  arts  than  thofe  of  bodily  ftrength 
and  favage  valour-'* 

In  the  ordinary  of  the  coopers  occurs  the  earlieft 
notice  of  any  of  the  Corpus  Chrifti  exhibitions  in 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  They  are  mentioned  alfo  in 
rooft  of  the  other  companies,  as  our  readers  will  ob- 
ferve ;  it  is,  therefore,  unneceflary  to  repeat  here  the 
different  parts  they  had  to  perform. 

I  know  not  (fays  Brand)  when  this  kind  of  enter- 
tainment began.  The  Chefter  plays  appear  to  have 
been  written  m  the  year  1328. 

WeavtT,  in  his  Funeral  Monuments,  informs  us, 
that  abuut  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  James 
thefe  C  rpus  Chrilli  plays  were  finally  fupprefled  in 
all  the  towns  in  the  kingdom. 

7bc 
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The  various  branches  of  TRADE  and  MANUFAC 
TURES,  carried  on  in  Newcqfile  and  its  extenjive 
liberties. 

This  department  claims  a  large  proportion  of  our 
work,  and  highly  merits  our  chief  regard.  In  gene-* 
ral,  to  ufe  the  words  of  Faujas  Saint  Fond,  member 
of  the  National  Inftitute  of  France,  *'  Newcaftle 
is  ittuated  on  the  beautiful  river  Tyne,  which  is  fre- 
quently covered  with  veflels,  and  bordered  on  the 
right  and  left  with  manufactures  of  every  kind,  down 
as  far  as  its  mouth  which  is  about  ten  miles  from  the 
town.  This  charming  river  is  rendered  highly  intc- 
refting  by  the  number  and  variety  of  thefe  nurferies 
of  manufadures.  On  the  one  hand,  are  feen  brick- 
fields, chymical  works  for  making  red  and  white  lead, 
vitriol,  8tc.  On  the  other,  manufadories  in  iron, 
lead,  S&c. 

"  This  multitude  of  eftablifhments,  rifing  oppofite  to 
one  another,  diflfufes*  every  where  fo  much  adivity 
and  life»  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreffion,  that  the  age  is  a- 
greeably  aftoniflied,  and  the  foul  feels  a  lively  fatis- 
fadion  in  contemplating  fuch  a  magnificent  pidure. 
Humanity  (continues  thisgteat  philofopher,)  rejoices 
to  fee  fo  many  ufeful  men  finding  eafe  and  happinefs 
in  a  labour  (viz.  the  coal  trade)  which  fo  extenfively 
contributes  at  the  fame  time  to  the  enjoyments  and 
comforts  of  others ;  and  in  the  laft  refult,  to  the 
agrandizing  and  enriching  of  the  government, 
which  watches  over  the  fafety  of  the  whole.  Com- 
pare this  honourable  induflry  with  that  difgraceful 
indolence,  and  diflinguifhing  mifery  which  are  to  be 
feen  in  Roman  Catholic  countries,  where  pernicious 
laws  permit  a  great  portion  of  the  population  to  be 
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buried  in  monadic  inftitutions ;  and  it  will  foon  be 
difcovered  how  much  government  and  religion  infiu** 
ence  the  bappinefs  of  mankind* 

*'  The  numerous  coal-mines,"  adds  Saint  Fond,  **  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Newcaftle,  form  not  onl j  im- 
menfe  magazines  of  fuel  for  the  reft  of  England,  buf 
are  alfo  the  fource  of  an  extenfive  and  profitable  fo^ 
reign  commerce. 

'*  VeiTels  loaded  with  coal,  for  London  and  the  Yari" 
ous  ports  of  England,  fail  daily  from  hence, 

"  Beiides  this  commerce,  the  navigation  which 
refults  from  the  working  of  the*  coaUmines,  gives  an 
incalculable  advantage  to  the  Britifh  navy.  The 
coal-trade  fornts  a  great  nurfery  of  feamen ;  and  in 
times  of  war,  many  coal  vefTels  have  been  armed  as 
letters  of  marque,  and  done  much  injury  to  the  com-* 
mon  enemy.  In  this  pradlical  fchool  of  feamanfhip, 
men  accuftomed  to  every  kind  of  danger  are  to  be 
found. 

**  The  celebrated  Cook  begun  his  naval  career  as  a 
failor  in  the  coal  trade.  His  enterprifing  and  adlive 
genius  food  raifed  him  to  the  command  of  a  veflel. 
He  afterwards  purchafed  a  (hip  on  his  own  aceoant« 
and  difplayed  fo  much  ikill  and  courage  in  the  midft 
of  the  greateft  danger,  when  he  as  it  were  fubdued  the 
elements ;  and  although  young,  ac<)utred  a  very  high 
reputation  among  his  brother  feamen.  He  after^ 
wards  entered  into  the  royal  navy,  when  he  received 
from  the  firitifh  government  that  encouragement 
which  he  fo  juftly  merited.  This  aftontfhing  naviga* 
tor,  failed  three  times  round  the  world,  and  eo* 
riched  geography,  natural  hiftory,  and  navigation, 
with  great  and  valuable  difcoveries.    The  modeft  ha-' 
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bitation  where  this  illuftrious  feaman  was  born,  is  pre- 
ferveJ  with  pious  veneration." 

Such  were  the  general  obfervations  that  this  exccU 
lent  and  intelligent  perfon  made  on  the  trade  aod  ma- 
nufactures of  Ncwcaftle  about  ten  years  ago,  while 
reliding  a  fortnight  in  the  town.  When  we  come  to 
delineate  the  various  branches  of  bufinefs  carried  on 
here,  we  will  meet  with  fome  of  his  more  detailed 
and  particular  remarks.  We  fliall  begin  our  ac- 
count with 

THE  COAL-TRADE, 

How  bountiful  is  providence  to  man  I  The  air^  the 
fea,  the  earth,  harmonioufly  contribute  to  his  conve- 
nience, and  his  comforts.  But  this  benignity  of  the 
Creator  is  difFufed  over  the  univerfe,  not  in  a  blind, 
indifcriminating  diftribution,  but  a  beauteous  arrange* 
ment  is  held  forth  to  the  eye  of  contemplation,  con- 
fpicuoufly  marking  all  the  works  of  the  Creator's 
hand  !  And  this  is  in  no  region  of  the  univerfe  more  ' 
conrpicuoufly  difplayed,  than  in  the  world  which  we 
inhabit.  How  numerous,  how  various,  and  yet  how 
ufeful,  are  the  produdions  of  nature  on  the  furface, 
and  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  I  An4  if  Golconda,  ia 
the  leaftern  regions  of  the  world,  boafts  of  its  dia- 
monds, its  emeralds,  and  fapphires  j  if  the  mountain 
Potofi  pours  forth  its  ihining  ores  in  the  weft,  the  fro- 
zen regions  of  the  north  can  produce  their  iroo^ 
their  tin,  their  lead,  and  their  coal ;  which  produdlions 
of  nature,  by  the  aid  of  navigation,  eafily  fecure  the 
poifeflion  of  all  the  others. 

It  i«  remarkable,  that  the  word  "  coal,"  foTamiliar 
to  us,  has,  with  little  variation,  been  adopted,  as  the 
pame  of  that  ufeful  mineial,  by   the  Hebrews,  the 
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Greeks,  and  particularly,  as  exprefTed  in  the  fevera! 
dialeds  of  the  north.  This  foffil,  grim  in  its  appear- 
ance,  fays  the  poet, 

Is  from  its  prifon^.  brought  and  fenc  abroad 
The  ftbj^en  hours  to  cheer,  to  rainiflrer 
To- needful  fuftenance  and  polifhed  arts. 
Hence  aie  the  hungry  fed,  the  naked  clothed. 
The  wintry  darops  difpell'd,  and  focial  mirth 
Exults  and  glows  before  the  blazing  hearth. 

Of  coal,  that  black,  fulphureous,  inflammable 
matter,  dug  out  of  the  earth,  and  at  prefent  the  com- 
mon fuel  of  moft  of  Europe,  as  well  as  of  other  parts 
of  the  .globe,,  confidered  as  a  genus,  there  are  various 
fpecies :  the  chief  of  which,  according  to  the  late  in- 
genious profeffor,  Dr.  Black,  are  common  coal,  fat, 
.*or  blackfmith's  coal,  and  Kilkenny  coal.' 

.  Common  coal,  fays  the  fame  philofopher,  burns 
with  a  bright  hot, flame.  \ 

Parrot  is  dirtinguiftied  by  producing  a  more  copi- 
ous bright  flame  than  common  coal.     It  has  alfo  a- 
ciofer  texture,  admitting  a  polifh,  and  is  often  turned 
into  punch-bowls,  falt-fellers,  toys,  &.c. 

Common  coal  has  a  much  Idofer  textile,  and  is 
divided  into  mafles  by  numerous  cracks  and  flaws,  fo 
'  that  it  generally  breaks  into  lumps  of  a  cubical  figure. 
Blackfmith's  coal  gives  not  left  flame,  but  under- 
goes a  fort  of  fufion,  and  unites  into  mafles,  forming 
a  cinder,  which  is  afterwards  capable  of  producing  a 
violent  heat.  It  is  highly  valued,  becaufe  perfedly 
tree  from  fulphur.     • 

Kilkenny  coals  burn  like  charcoal,  with  a  bright, 
tranfparent,  blue  flame,  like  that  of  fpirit  of  wine, 
and  without  any  appearance  of  imoke,  leaving  only 
a  very  fmall  quantity  of  afhes.  There  is,  however,  a 
volatile  vapour,  probably  fixed  air,  which  rifes  from 
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:c,  and  ^ives  a  difagreeable  fmell  in  the  houfes  where 
it  is  ufed.  There  are  many  ftrata  of  it  in  tjie  weft  of 
Scotkii'd. 

It  is  owing  to  that  Providence,  ever  attentive 
to  the  wants  of  man,  that  this  mineral  is  found  in  rpqft 
countries  of  Europe.  Cbnfiderable  coab  mines  are 
found  in  France,  Liege,  German/,  and  Sweden.  Alfo 
on  the  other  fide  of  Che  Atlantic  ocean,  coal  has  been 
difcoyered  and  wrought :  in  Newfoundland,  Cape 
Breton,  Canada,  and  fome  of  the  New  England  pro- 
vinces. But  in  all  tbefe  countries,  the  coal  is  of  a 
quality  much  inferior  (fay  the  learned  compilers  of 
the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  Edinburgenfis,  &c.) 
to  that  of  Britain,;  and  we  feel  fome  pride  in  adding^ 
to  thofe  of  Newcaftle. 

•*  Coal  (fays  Mr.  Brand)  of  whatever  kind,  ac- 
cording to  the  hypothefis  of  the  abovcmentioned  in- 
genious profeflbr  of  chymiftry,  and  many  other  re- 
fpedtable  writers  and  philofophers,  as  well  of  our  own 
as  of  foreign  nations,  is  of  vegetable  origin :  all  the 
ftrata  of  which  are  either  the  great  colleftionsof  trees 
compa<Sed  together,  or  large  forefts  thrown  down  by 
decay  of  time,  and  afterwards  buried  by  fome  of  the. 
more  violent  changes  to  which  the  globe  is  liable,  or 
other  inflammable  fubftarices  charred,  perhaps,  by 
the  fubterraneous  fires,  and  incorporated  with  ful- 
phur  and  bitumen  '*     This  ingenious  hypothefis  we 
do  not  prefume  to  controvert ;  nor  do  we  forget  the 
obfervation  of  the  Abderites,  who  fent  a  phyfician 
with  a  dofe  of  helhebore  to  Democritus  the  philofo- . 
pher,  who  was  drawing  his  anagraiiis  and  geometrical 
figures  of  the  component  parts  of  the  univcrfe;— / 
*•  What  art  thou  doing,  O  Democritus;  man  was  not- 
made  to  conftrud,  but  to  cultivate  the  earth." — So 
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we,  leaving  learned  difquifitions  and  chymical  ana- 
lyzations  td  others,  wi(h  only  to  point  out  the  wotk- 
ing,  conveying,  and  advantages  of  coals,  and  of  the 
coal-trade 

Some  of  our  readers  might  poffibly  enquire  l?ow, 
and  at  what  period  of  time,  huge  forefti  have  been 
thrown  many  hundreds  of  feet  into  the  bowels  of  the 
earth,  and  become  carbonified  there ;  yet  the  hypo- 
tbeiis  aifords  fome  confolation  to  thofe  who  confider, 
that  according  te  the  rapid  manner  in  which  the 
coals  of  this  neighbourhood  have  lately  b^en  dug  up, 
and  that,  in  the  fame  ratio,  the  coals  will  be  com- 
pletely exhaulled  in  lefs  than  two  hundred  years 
hence,  and  fo  that  rich  and  valuable  trade  be  at  an  ^nd ; 
but  if  coals  vegetate,  grow  like  plants,  our  pofterity 
may  have  a  frcfli  harveft  to  commence.  Yet  alas, 
we  have  faint  hopes  of  fuch  a  rcfurredion  ever  taking 
place.  Coals  have  been  dug  in  this  vicinity  above 
fix  hundred  years  ago,  but  no  traces  of  new  ftrata 
have  ever  been  difcerned. 

That  this  valuable  mineral  has,  for  many  ages, 
been  known  to  mankind,  and,  of  confequence,  the 
antiquity  of  its  ufefulnefsi  appears  from  the  exprefs 
mention  of  coals  ufed  as  a  fuel  by  artificers  about 
two  thoufand  years  ago,  in  the  writings  of  Theophra- 
flus,  the  fcholar  of  Ariftotle,  who,  in  his  book  on 
flones,  gives  the  fubfequent  very  particular  defcrip- 
tion  of  them :  •*  Thofe  foffile  fubftances,  that  are 
called  coals,  and  are  broken  for  ufe,  are  earthy ;  they 
kindle,  however,  and  burn  like  wood  coals.  Tbefe 
are  found  in  Liguria,  where  there  is  alfo  amber,  and 
in  Elis,  in  the  way  to  Olympias  over  the  mountains : 
they  are  ufed  by  the  fmiths/' 

Though 
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Though  fome  writers  have  not  fcrupled  to  affirm 
that  coal  was  unknown  to  the  ancient  Britons,  yet 
others  have  adduced  proofs  to  the  contrary,  which 
feerti  to  carry  along  with  them  little  lefe  than  con- 
vidion. 

The  Britons,  as  (hewn  before,  had  a  primitive 
name  for  this  foffil ;  but  farther,  a  flint  ax,  the  inftru- 
metit,  fay^  Pennant,  of  the  aborigines  of  our  iflmd^ 
was^  difcovered  Ituck  in  certain  veins  of  coal,  expofed 
to  day  in  Craig  Pare  in  Monmouthfhire,  and  in  fuch 
a  fituation  as  to  render  it  very  acceffible  to  the  unex-> 
perienced  natives,  who  in  early  times  were  incapabie 
of  purfuing  the  veins  to  any  great  depth. 

There  are  no  beds  of  coal  in  the  compafs  of  Italy ; 
yet  the  ftrongeft  argument  in  favour  of  their  opinion, 
who  think  that  the  Romans,  while  they  were  here, 
were  ignorant  of  it,  is^  that  there  is  no  name  for  it  in 
their  language,  the  genuine  and  determinate  fenfe  of 
carbo  being  charcoal  Caefar  is  iilent  concerning  it 
in  his  defcription  of  our  iHand. 

It  fcems,  however,  to  have  been  proved  beyond  all 
doubt,  that,  although  it  efcaped  the  notice  of  that 
great  people  at  firft,  it  was  afterwards  in  adlual  ufe 
amongft  them. 

The  Romans,  whofe  found  policy  led  them  to  im- 
prove, polifh,  and  enrich  the  countries  that  their 
arms  had  conquered,  foon  after  their  landing  in  Bri- 
tain difcovered  that  it  was  an  ifland  of  vaft  confe- 
quence,  and  might  be  made  by  cultivation  one  of  the 
mod  important  provinces  in  the  empire.  Accordingly 
Wc  find  that  thev  not  only,  along  with  the  native?,  fet 
about  cultivating  its  foil,  but  alfo  ranfacked  its  vari- 
ous ftrata  ot  itone,  gcc.  and,  as  we  are  afFured  by  the 
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learned  Do.(5tpr  Whitaker,  they  ^appear  as  afturily 
ufing  coal. 

Another  equally  well  informed  author  in  his  Bri- 
tannia Romana,  tells  us,  that  there  was  a  colliery  not 
far  from  Condercum,  now  Benwell,  judged  to  have 
been  wrought  by  the  Romans. 

When  the  Saxons  were  mailers  of  Britain,  it  feeins 
that  that  people  too  were  acquainted  with  this.ufeful 
fuel.  By  a  grant  of  fome  lands  made  by  the  Abbey 
of  Peterborough,  A-  D.  852,  certain  boons  and  pay- 
ments in  kind  were  referved  to  the  monaftery,  as  one 
night's  entertainment.  Among  the  articles  there  are 
mentioned  ten  veflels  of  Welfti,  and  two  of  common 
ale ;  fixty  cart-loads  of  wood,  and  twelve  of  foffil^  or 
pitcoal. 

When  the  Danes  invaded  and  conquered  almoft 
th«  whole  ifland,  they  feem  either  to  have  been  ig- 
norant of  the  ufe  of  coal,  or  too  much  taken  up  in 
their  continual  broils  with  the  natives  X(S  dig  for  it,  as 
no  mention  is  made  of  it  during  their  invaiion. 

When  England  fubmitted  afrefli  to  foreigners,  and 
fell  under  the  tyranny  of  William  I.  and  the  reigns 
of  ieveral  of  his  pollerity,  (during  all  which  unhappy 
period  the  country  feemed  to  be  perpetually  as  it 
were  under  fire  and  fword)  the  fame  fileitce  refpeft- 
ing  the  ufe  of  that  valuable  foilil  may  probably  be 
attributed  to  the  fame  caufes.^ 

But  hiftory  affords  us  more  certain  information 
during  a  fubfequent  period ;  and,  as  we  noticed  in 
giving  a  detail  of  the  various  charters  granted  to 
Newcaille,  king  Henry  III.  granted  to  the  good 
men  of  this  town  liberty  to  dig  coals  in  the  vicinity 
of  that  place.     This  grant  is  dated  in  the  year  1239. 

It    is   worthy    of   notice,     that  this    fpccics  of 

fuel 


l3etocaaie  upon  Cpne.  447 


fuel  fir^  obtained' ihe  name  of  fea-coal  about  fevea 
years  after  the  above  date. 

Leiand,  ifi  his  valuable  and  informing  Itinerkry, 
vol.  8.  p.  19,  fays,  **  the  vaynes  of  the  fe-coals  \y 
fc^ne  time  upon  clyves  of  the  fe,  as  round  about 
Cocket  Ifland  and  other  (hores  *  and  they,  as  fome 
Willi  be  properly  called  fe.coals ;  but  they  be  not  fo 
good  as  the  caols  that  are  digged  In  the  innei^part  of 
the  land.*' 

This  trade  made  rapid  progrefs  during  the  reign  of 
king  John,  till  the  death  of  that  unhappy  prince* 

But  fo  changeable  are  the  fentiments  of  men,  that 
although  toal  had  been  found  for  fome  centuries,  to 
tie  the .  mod  valuable  fuel,  yet,  to  our  furprize,  we 
find  the  ufe  of  fea-coal  prohibited  at  London  in  the 
year  ^3^06  by  proclamation  !  Brewers,  dyers,  and 
other  artificers,  who  had  oGcafion  for  great  fires,  had 
foundlheir  afecount  in  fubftituting  this  hot  and  lad- 
ing foffil  ibr  dry  wood  and  charcoal ;  yet  the  preju- 
dice was  fo  gerieraJ,  and  the  oppofition  to  it  fo  power- 
ful, that  the  two.houfes'  alTembled  in  parliament 
complained  againft  the  ufe  thereof  as  ^  public  nuU 
fance^  as  it  was  thought  to  qortupt  the  aii:  with  its 
ftink  and  fmoke. 

Private  intereft,  however,  was  deaf  to  the  royal 
proclamation,  and  it  was  foon  difregarded  ;  but  this 
gave  offence  to  the  legiilaturc,  and,  on  a  fecond 
complaint,  the  king  iiTued  a  com  million  of  oyer  and 
terminer,  with  ftrid  orders,  to  puniih  the  delinquents 
by  fines,  and  the  demolition  of  their  furnaces  andl 
kilns.  Succeeding  ^  parliaments  Ihave  thought  very 
diiffereritly  of  this  valuable  article  of  commerce. 

But  a  few  years  after  this  period,  this  fpeciesoffael, 
fo   offenfive  to  the  nofes   of  thefe  faftidlous  lords, 

was 
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ua^  not  ooly  ufed  in  tb^  (hop9  of  dyers  and  brewers, 
but  blazed  in  the  palaces  of  royalty  itfelf,  where  \t 
flill  has  a  moft  welcome  reception.  In  the  petitions 
to  parliament,  A.  D.  13^1,  1322  we  find,  that  ten 
ihillings  worth  of  th^t  fuel  had  been  ufed  at  the  king^9 
coronation  ! 

Omitting  other  inftaoces  of  a  private  nature,  in 
which  fea^coal  was  in  generiil  ufed,  we  find  A.  D. 
1327,  the  meafure  of  fea-coals  having  becomt  an  oh* 
jedt  of  coniideration,  and  of  confequence  a  great 
and  important  article  of  commerce.— -5wrnrV 
Hijiory.p.  158. 

Three  years  after  this  period,  we  find  a  colliery  st 
Elfwick,  a  village  near  Newcaftle,  dcmifed  to  Adao) 
dc  Colewell,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  five  pounds. 

Edward  III.  A.  D.  135U  granted  a  licence  to  the 
burgefies  of  Newcaftle,  to  dig  coals  and  (tones  in  a 
place  called  the  Caftle-Fields  without  the  walls  of 
that  town.  This  grant  was  confirmed  A.  D.  135S 
by  the  fame  prince. 

A.  £>.  1365,  the  king  iflued  an  order  concerning 
the  meafure  to  be  ufed  by  the  venders  of  coals. 

A  licence  was  granted  A.  D.  1368  to  Roger  de 
Fulthorp,  John  Plomer,  John  de  Britley,  and  Walter 
de  Hefildon,  to  bring  their  coals  dug  out  of  their 
mines  in  Gatcfliead  fields,  acrofs  the  river  Tyne  in 
boats  to  Newcaftle,  on  paying  the  king's  ufual  cuf- 
toms  in  that  port.  This  grant  was  extended  to  two 
of  the  ati6>e  merchants,  to  fend  their  coals  from 
Newcaftle  to  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  but  to  00  port 
in  foreign  parts,  but  to  Calais. 

In  the  year  1379  a  ^^V  ^f  fixpencc  per  ton  every 
quarter  of  a  year  was  impofed  upon  (hips  coming 
from  Newcallle  upon  Tvne  with  coals. 

In 
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In  the  year  1421,  the  vatt  confequence  of  the  coal- 
tTJide,  even  at  that  remote,  period,  ftppe^rs  b/'an  9<3; 
of  pariiament  made  that  year,. which  dire^3ed  '^  tb«it 
whereas  there  is  a  cuftotn  payable  to  thi  jtingdf  t\VQ-r 
peace  per  chaldron  on  all  coals,  fold  to  ixJrroofi  «ot 
franchifed,  in  the  port  of  Newcaftle,Bndj  whereas  the 
k^els  which  carry  the  coals  from  the  land  tp  the  ihips 
in  that  port,  ought  to  be  of  the  jiift  portage  of  twenty 
chaldron,   according   to   which  burden  the.  cuilorjii, 
afbrefaid  is  paid  ;  yet  many  now  making  their  keels 
to  hold  twenty -two,  or  twenty-three  chaldrons,   tfe«* 
kin^  is  hereby  defiauded  of  his  due  :  wherefore,  it  it 
now  enacted,  that  all  keels  be  meafured  by  commii-. 
flowers  to  be  appointed   by  the   king^   and  to  be 
marked  of  what  portagfe  they  be,  under  pain  of  for- 
feiting all  the  faid  keels  '^'  which  (hall  be  found  not 
marked. 

Oftober  i,  1529  The  haughty  and  magnificent 
Carcliiial  Wolfey,  then  bilhop  of  Durham,  granted  a 
pat€rtt,  wherein  he  appointed  William  Thomlyhgfon, 
keeper  of  Gatefide  park,  and  his  fon  Thomas  jointly 
to  the  office  of  clerk  of  all  his  mines,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  lead  and  iron,  as  of  coals,  within  his  faid  demefne 
lands  of  Durham,  to  receive  daily  one  cbaldnon  of 
coals  out  of  each  coal-mine  within  the  demefnes  of 
Gatefide,  Whidkham,  and  Lyqn-Dean. 

December  30,  T530.     The  Rev.  Father  in  God 
Thomas  Gardiner^  prior  of  the  monaftery  of  Tin- 

3  L  *  mouth, 

_  p 

*  Keel,  (^ays  Brand)  is  a  very  ancient  name,  of  Saxon  origin, 
for  fhip  or  veffel.  On  the  firft  arrival  of  the  Saxons  in  this  ifland, 
they  came  over  in  three  long  fliips  ftyled  by  themfelvcs,  keels.  In 
the  Chartttlary  of  Tinmouth  monaftery,  Ae  fcrvants  o(  ilie  prior 
\vi&o  trrOugfac  m  the  ^rges,  are  called,  iin  the  year  i  $76  keUrt» 
a9  «f(peItation  plainly  fynonicnous  with  our  prefenc  keelmen. 
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mouth,  and  the  convent  of  the  famc»  granted  a  leafe 
from  Whitfunday  next  enfuing,  to  the  end  of 
twenty-five  years,  of  all  the  coals  and  coal-mines  in 
the  fields,  and  hounds  of  Elfwick,  in  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  to  Chriftopher  Mitford,  of  New- 
caftle  upon  Tyne,  gentleman,  at  the  annual  rent  of 
twenty  pounds,  upon  condition  that  not  above  twenty 
chalder  (fix  bowls  to  the  cbalder)  fhould  be  drawn 
in  a  day. 

In  the  year  1 536  coals  were  fold  at  Newcaftlc 
upon  Tyne  for  two  fhillings  and  fixpence  the  chal- 
dron, and  at  London  for  about  four  fhillings  the 
chaldron.  , 

September  26,  1538,  the  Rev.  Father  in  God  Ro. 
bert  Blakeney,  prior,  and  the  convent  of  Tinmouth, 
occur  as  granting  a  leafe  of  two  coal-pits  in  Elf  wick, 
to  the  above  Chriftopher  Mitford,  for  eight  years,  at 
the  annual  rent  of  fifty  pounds. 

There  is  a  curious  paflage  from  Harrifon^s  defcrip- 
tion  of  England  printed  A.  D.  1577,  refpeding  the 
coal-trade  of  Newcaftle  and  vicinity,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows :— *'  Of  coal-mines  we  have  fuch  plenty  in  the 
north  and  weftern  parts  of  our  ifland,  as  may  fuffice 
for  all  the  realme  of  Englande.  And  foe  much  they 
doe  hereafter  indeede,  if  woode  be  not  better* 
cheridied  than  it  is  at  prefent :  and  to  fay  the  truth, 
notwithftanding  that  very  many  of  them  are  carryed 
into  other  countryes  of  the  maine,  yet  their  greateft 
trade  beginneth  to  growe  from  the  fore  into  the 
kitchen  and  halle,  as  may  appeare  already  in  mod 
cities  and  townes  that  lye  about  the  coft,  where  they 
have  little  other  fewell,  except  it  be  turfe  and  haL 
focke.  I  marvayle  not  a  little  that  there  is  no  trade 
of  thefe  into  Suflex  and  Southamptonfliire,  for  want 
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whereof  the  fmiths  doe  worke  their  yron  with  charrc- 
coal. 

"  I  thinke  that  farre  carriage  be  the  only  caufe^ 
which  is  but  a  (lender  excufe  to  inforce  us  to  carye 
them  into  the  mayne  from  hence.'* 

This  plain  but  feniible  writer  obfcrves  farther, 
**  I  might  here  take  occafion  to  fpeak  of  the  great 
falcs  yerly  made  of  wood,  whereby  infinite  deale  hath 
been  deftroyed  within  thcfe  few  yeres,  but  I  give 
orer  to  deale  in  this  behalfe,  howbeit,  this  I  dare  af- 
firm, that  if  woodes  doe  goe  fo  fad  to  decay  in  the 
next  hundred  yeare  of  grace,  as  they  have  done,  and 
are  like  to  do  in  this  (fometymes  for  increafe  of 
Ihepewalkes,  and  fome  mayntaynaunce  of  prodigalitie 
and  pompe,  for  I  have  knowne  a  gentleman  that 
hath  borne  three- fcore  at  once  in  one  paire  of  goligaf- 
cons,  to  (hew  his  ilrength  and  bravery)  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  brome,  turfe,  gal;  heth,  brakes,  whinners, 
lingf  dies,  haflbcks,  flaggs,  draw,  fedge,  reedee,  rulh, 
and  fea*cole,  will  be  good  merchandize,  even  in  ^\iq 
citie  of  London,  whereunto  fome  of  them  alreadie 
have  gotten  readie  paflage,  and  taken  up  their  innes 
in  the  greatell  marcbaunt's  parlers. 

This  quaint  writer  goe$  on  to  contraft  the  manners 
of  former  times  with  thofe  of  his  own  :  '*  Now  we 
have  manye  chimnyes,  and  yet  our  tenderlings  com? 
plaine  of  rewmes,  catarres,  and  pofes ;  then  had  we 
none  but  reredofles,  and  our  heades  did  never  ake. 
For  as  the  fmoke  in  thoie  days  was  fuppofed  to  be  a 
fufficient  hardning  for  the  timber  of  the  houfe,  fo  it 
was  reputed  a  far  better  medicine  to  keep  the  good 
man  and  his  family  from  the  quacke  or  pofe,  where- 
with as  then  very  few  were  acquainted." 

Our 
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Our  hillori?in  proceeds :  ^  There  are  old  men  yet 
dwelling  in  the  village  where  I  remain,  which  have 
noted  the  multitude  of  chimnies  lately  erdfted, 
whereas  in  their  yoong  dayes  there  were  not  above 
two  or  three,  if  fo  many,  in  moft  uplandi(h  townes  of 
the  rsalme  (the  religious  houfes  and  niarMncmr  places 
of  their  lordes  aliirayes  excepted,  and  peradventure 
folne  great  perfonages)  but  each  one  made  his  fire 
dgaind  a  reredofle  in  the  halle  where  he  dined  and 
drefled  his  meate  ;*'  and,  in  all  the  bitternefs  of  He- 
race's  Laudator  Temporis  afti,  adds,  *'  when  owe 
houfes  were  buylded  of  willowe  then  had  we  oken 
men,  but  now  that  oar  houfes  are  come  to  be  made  of 
oke,  our  men  are  hot  only  become  willow,  but  a  great 
inany  aitogetlrer  of  ftraw,  which  is  a  fore  alteration/' 

April  26,  1582,  Queen  Elizabeth  obtained  a  leafe 
of  the  manors  of  Gatefliead  and  Whickham,  with  the 
coal-mines,  common  waftes,  and  parks,  in  both,  of 
t'he  brfliop  of  Durham,  for  ninety-nine  years,  at  the 
annual  rent  of  ni'Aety  pounds. 

This,  commonly  called  the  grand  leafe,  odcafioaed 
^n  advance  in  the  price  of  coals. 

This  leafe  appears  to  have  been  procured  afters- 
wards  of  the  queen  by  the  earl  of  Leicefter. 

It  was  afterwards  alfigned  to  the  famous  Sotton, 
who  founded  the  Charter-houfe  in  London  :  and  the 
price  of  coals  raifed  to  dx  (billings  per  chaldron. 

Thomas  Siitton,  efq.  for  the  fum  of  i2,oooL  made 
an  afiignmetit  of  the  above  grand  leafe  to  Sir  Wm. 
Kiddell,  and  others,  for  the  ufe  of  the  mayor  and 
burgefies  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  :  coals  txe  faid  to 
have  been  advanced  on  this  occalion  to  feven,  aad 
afterwards  to  eight  ihilltngs  per  chaldron^ 

A. 
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A*  I>.  1590,  the  price  ot  coals  appears  to  have  been 
advanoed  to  nine  (hillings  per  chaldron  :  upon  which 
the  lord  mayor  of  London  complained  to  lord  trea- 
forer  Burleigh,  againtl  the  town  of  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne,  fetting  forth,  that  the  fociety  there  called  free- 
bofts,  to  whom  the  grand  leafe  was  firft  affigned,  foe 
the  ufe  of  the.  town,  confided  of  about  fixjty  perfons,  * 
who  bad  made  over  their  right  to  about  eighteen  or 
twenty f  who  engroffed  all  otb^r  collieries,  viz.  Stella, 
the  bffhop's  qoUiery,  Ravenfworth  colliery,  the  mine 
of  Mr.  Gafcoign,  the  colliery  of  Newburn,  &c.  re- 
queftingthat  all  the  collieries  might  be  opened  and 
wrought^  and  that  (he  price  Ihould  not  exceed  feve^i 
(hillings  a  chaldron. 

In  the  Utter  end  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
the  duty  of  the  town  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  oh 
coals,  at  fourpence  per  chaldron^  appears  to  have 
brought  in  io,ooqL  per  anoum  to  that  corporation. 

A  fociety  of  oilmen  or  hoftmen  had  exifted  as  a 
guild  or  fraternity  in  the  town  of  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne,  from  time,  immemorial,  before  their  incorpo- 
ration by  royal  charter,  which  is  faid  to  have  been 
granted  on  the  following  occafion  :  About  the  year 
'599*  4V&C6^  Elizabeth  requiring  of  the  ma}ror  and 
burgefles  of  that  town  the  great  arrears  of  a  duty 
payable  to  the  crown,  of  twopence  per  chaldron  on 
coals  fold  to  non-freemen,  in  the  port  of  Tyne,  the 
date  of  the  origin  of  which  can  only  be  conjedured, 
but  of  which  there  is  exprefs  mention  in  a  printed 
ftatute,  A*  D.  i4^^»  ^^  appeared  that  the  payment  of 
this  impoft  had  bqen  fo  long  neglefted,  that  they 
found  themfelves  unable  to  comply  with  her  requeft  ; 
on  which  they  befought  her  majefty  to  remit  them 
the  fum,  and  to  incorporate  the  old  guild  of  hoftmen ; 

who, 
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who,  on  their  incorporation,  fliould,  by  a  grant  to  the 
queen,  her  heirs  and  fucceffors,  oblige  themfelres  and 
their  fucceflbrs,  for  ever,  to  pay  one  ihiUing  for  every 
chalder  of  coals  exported  from  thence  to  the  free  peo« 
pie  of  England.  So  writes  Gardiner ;  but  they  them- 
"felves,  in  their  own  grant,  affirm,  that  they  were  in- 
fiuenced  by  more  generous  motives,  and  that  what 
they  did  arofe  from  their  gratitude  to  her  majefty  for 
incorporating  them  by  charter,  as  alfo  to  affiil  her, 
then  labouring  under  exceffive  charges,  in  fupportof 
the  realm  agaiilft  its  foreign  enemies.' 

The  agreement  between  the  queen  and  this  frater- 
nity, concerning  the  impoft  of  a  ihilling  per  chal- 
dron, had  been  made,  or  at  lead  agreed  up«n  before 
January  1600,  for  in  the  royal  patent,  dated  at  Weft- 
minfter,  January  3,  1600,  for  the  appointing  of  com- 
miffioners  to  meafure  keels  at  Newcaftle,  (he  includes 
in  that  number,  "  the  coUeftor  of  the  fliiUing  per 
chaldron  granted  her  by  the  hoftmen/' 

Queen  Elizabeth's  great  charter  to  the  town  of 
Newcaftle  upon  Ty  ne,  by  a  claufe  whereof  this  fra- 
ternity is  incorporated,  we  find  dated  March  22, 
1600,  forty-eight  perfons  are  namtd  therein  for  the 
better  loading  and  difpofing  of  pit  coals  and  ftones 
upon  the  Tyne,  anci  for  their  own  better  fupport  as  a 
fociety,  with  the  title  of  governor,  ftewards,  and  bre- 
thren of  the  fraternity  of  hoftmen  in  the  town  of 
Newcaille  upon  Tyne ;  a  common  feal  is  granted 
them.  The  governor  and  ftewards  are  to  be  annual- 
ly elefted  on  the  4th  of  January.  Power  is  given 
to  load  and  unloid  any  where  on  the  Tyne  between 
Newcaille  and  Sparhawk,yet  as  near  to  Newcaftle  as 
they  can,  notwithftanding  the  ftatute  of  the  21ft  of 

Henry  VIII.  &c. 
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Aprils,  1600,  the  fraternity  of  hoftmen  of  New- 
cattle  upon  Tyne,  for  ^themfelves  and  fiicceffors, 
granted  to  queen  £Uxabeth,  her  heirs  and  fuccelTors 
for  ever,  twelvepence  for  every  chaldron  of  fea-coal, 
ftone-coal,  or  pit-coal,  of  the  water  meafure  of  New- 
caftle,  fhipped  in  the  port  of  Tyne,  to  be  fpent  within 
the  kingdom,  and  not  fent  beyond  the  feas  (coals  fold 
and  carried  from  Newcaftle  to  Hartlepool  for  the 
lalt-pans  at  that  place,  belonging  to  lord  Lumley, 
his  heirs  and  affigns,  or  to  any  of  the  burgeffes  of  New- 
caftle excepted.)  This  impoft  to  be  paid  to  fuch  of- 
ficer or  colledor  as  the  queen  ihould  appoint,  and 
that  before  the  clearing  of  the  fhip  at  the  cuftom- 
houfe. 

It  appears  by  the  order  ot  the  hoftmen's  company, 
dated  A.  D.  1600,  that  waggons  and  waggon- ways 
had  not  been  invented,  but  that  the  coals  were  at 
that  time  brought  down  from  the  pits  in  wains  (hold- 
ing eight  bowls  each,  all  meafured  and  marked),  to 
the  ftaiths  by  the  fide  of  the  river  Tyne. 

An  interefting  account  of  the  date  of  the  coal- 
trade  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  dated  February  26, 
1662,  is  preferved  in  the  books  of  the  above  fraterni- 
ty :  there  appear  to  have  been  at  that  time  twenty- 
eight  acting  fitters,  or  hoaftmen,  who  were  to  vend 
by  the  year  9080  tons  of  coals,  and  find  eighty -five 
keels  for  that  purpofe  :  the  prices  ordered  were»  for 
the  beft  fort  not  above  ten  Ihillings  the  chaldron  ; 
for  the  fecond  beft  fort  not  above  nine  fliillings ;  and 
for  the  klpd  called  there  *•  the  meane  coles/'  not 
above  eight  fliillings  for  the  fame  quantity. 

In  the  year  1615  there  appear  to  have  been  em- 
ployed in  the  coal-trade  of  Newcaftle,  four  hundred 

fail 
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fail  of  (hips,  one  half  of  which  fupplied  Loodon^  as 
the  other  did  the  reft  of  England  w^ith  that  fuel. 

By  this  time  the  ufe  of  fea-coal  had  become  geiw- 
ral,  occafioned,  as  it  is  afferted,  by  a  great  fcarcity  of 
wood,  which  of  late  years  th^y  had  negieded  to 
plant  throughout  the  whole  kingdom. 

In  the  year  1622  tiiere  were  vended  by  the  fociety 
of  hoftmen  of  Newcaftle  14,420  tons  of  coals. 

April  20,  1622,  there  was  an  order  made  by  the 

,  above  fraternity   agairlft  the  fecrct  -and  diforderly 

loading  of  coals.     They  hat!  received  fevcral  letters 

from  the  King  and  Privy-Council  concerning  this 

abufe. 

They  were  fummoned  to  anfwer  again  by  procefs 
from  the  exchequer  chamber  againft  the  governor, 
ftevrards,  and  fome  of  the  company,  for  the  above  de- 
faults, returnable  in  the  fubiequent  Ealler  term. 

By  a  claufe  in  an  aA  of  parliament  made  in  the 
year  16^3,  the  duty  of  twopence  pet  chaldron,  men- 
tioned A.  D.  1421,  vvas  faved  to  the  crown. 

February  1 6th,  1624,  a  proclamation  was  made  for 
JTorveylng  fea-coals  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  Sunder- 
land and  Blyth  :  his  majefty,  by  letters  patent,  made 
September  2td,  1623,  to  MefFrs.  Sharpy  and  Hedley, 
for  twenty-one  years,  had  eredted  art  office  for  the 
furveying  of <?oals  to  be  brought  to  London  and  other 
places,  ^ith  a  grant  of  fourpence  per  chaldron  for 
furveying  them :  by  which  they  raifed  3,200!.  per 
annui^i. 

In  the  year  1625,  king  Charles  I.  gave  his  royal 
confent,  that  a  contribution  of  iix pence  Ihould  be 
hid  on  every  chaldron  of  coals  that  fhould  be  tranf- 
ported  from  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  to  any  of  his  do- 
minions, or  beyond  the  feas  into  foreign  parts.  Alex. 
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Daviibn,  merchant  of  that  tov^n,  (afterwards  knight* 
ed)  was  appointed  to  coUed  the  fame.  Coals  appear 
to  have  fold  this  year  at  that  place  for  feren  ihillinga 
and  fizpence  per  chaldron. 

Novetnber  13th,  i6i6,  the  hoftmen  of  Newcaftk 
deputed  Tome  of  their  brethren  to  London,  to  attend 
the  lord  chief  juftice  and  others  of  the  judges  ap« 
pointed  to  make  report  to  his  tnajefty  the  patent  of 
furvey  of  coals,  and  fiate  to  them  the  obje<5tions  of 
this  fociety  againft  it. 

April  22,  1630,  the  king  let  to  farm,  under  the 
great  feal  of  England,  to  Sir  Thos.  Lake,  Sir  John 
TVevor,  Sir  Marmaduke  Darell,  and  Sir  Thos.  Blad« 
der,  an  impoft  on  coals  of  five  (hillings  per  chaldron, 
for  thofe  tranfporied  out  of  England,  Wales,  and 
Bervrick  upon  Tweed,  to  any  part  beyond  the  feas^ 
except  Guernfey,  JerCey,  and  the  Ifle  of  Man-*-4)f 
one  fhilling  and  eightpence  over  and  above  the  five 
ilulUngs  on  thofe  to  be  exported  as  above  by  any 
i^iglifhman  or  denifon ;  and  alfo  of  three  fhilUnga 
and  fburpeoce  for  every  chaldron  to  be  exported,  or 
fhipped  to  be  exported,  except  for  Ireland  or  Scot- 
land. 

In  the  year  1631,  an  information  was  made  in  the 
ftar^^cfaamber  by  Heath,  attorney-general,  againft  the 
hoftmen  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  fijr  mixing  40,00^ 
chaldron  of  coals. 

In  the  year  1633  coals  appear  to  have  been  fold  at 
Newcaijtle  for  nine  fhiilings  per  chaldron. 

A.  D.  1634,  the  king,  folely  by  his  own  authority, 
impo&d  a  duty  of  four  (hillings  per  chaldron  on  all 
fea^coal,  ftonc-coal,  or  pit*coal»  exported  from  Eog^ 
land  to  foreign  parts. 

In  the  month  of  Odober,  1635,  coak  fold  at  New. 
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cafUe  for  ten  fhillings  the  chaldron.«..*Tbey  occur  at 
the  fame  price,  water  meafure,  as  fold  there  io  the 
fame  month,  1637. 

A.  D.  1637,  one  (hilling  per  chaldron  appears  ta 
have  been  paid  on  the  foreign  vent  of  coals  to  the 
mayor  of  Newcaitle  upon  Tyne.  The  fame  year 
the  king  granted,  as  Gardiner  informs  us,  to  Sir 
'Thomas  Temped  and  ot})«rs  (notwithftauding  the 
former  exclu6v«  and  perpetual  right  by  charter  of 
the  hodmen  of  Newcadle)  the  fole  power  of  felling 
all  coals  exported  out  of  the  port  of  Tyne  for  twenty- 
one  years:  .  . 
•  In  the  year  following,  as  the  fame  authority  ob- 
ferves,  the  king  incorporated  a  company  of  coal  mo- 
nopolizers, Thomas  Horth,  and  other  maders  of  (hips, 
impowering  them  to  buy  all  the  cosls  that  ihould  be 
(ixported  from  Sunderland,  Newcadle,  Blyth,  and 
Berwick,  paying  to  the  king  one  (hilling  cuftom  for 
every  chalder.  They  were  to  fell  thefe  coals  again  to 
the  city  of  London,  at  a  price  not  exceeding  feven- 
teen  (liiilings  the  chalder  in  fammer,  and  nineteen  in 
winter,  &c. 

The  king,  in  the  July  following,  adds  the  fame  au- 
thority, granted  another  patent  to  Mr.  Sands,  with 
6thers,  for  the  farmin);  of  the  above  cudom  of  one 
fhilling  on  every  chaldei^,  at  tlie  yearly  rent  of  ten 
thoufand  pounds. 

Monopolies  contribute^  greatly,  among  other 
grievances,  to  hurt  the  intered  of  the  unfortunate 
Charles  with  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 

•  The  granting  of  thefe  in  the  coal-trade,  as  dated 
above,  appears  to.  have  compofed  no  inconfiderable 
part  of  that  unhappy  monarch's  political  lins. 
-  -When  Newca(lle  was  taken  by  the  covenanters  in 
theyear  1640,  the  coal-trade,  which  before  that 
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event  is  faid  to  have  employed  ten  thoufand  people, 
fuftained  an  immcnfe  lofs  :  every  one  fled,  thinking 
the  Scots  would  give  no  quarter,  and  more  than  one 
hundred  veflels  that  arrived  off  Tinmouth-bar  the 
day  after  the  fight,  hearing  that  the  Scots  were  in 
pofleffion  of  the  town,  returned  empty. 
*  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1642,  an  ordinance 
both  of  lords  and  commons  was  publifhed,  prohibit* 
ing  (hips  from  bringing  coals  or  fait  from  Newcaftlei 
Sunderland,  or  Blyth. 

About  this  time  thept  was  an  impofition  of  three- 
pence laid  upon  every  chaldron  of  coals,  for  main-^' 
taining  the  garrifon  of  Newcaftle. 

In  the  fame  year  the  king  ordered  that  the  cuftom 
of  coals  tranfported  into  foreign  parts,  fhould  be  ta- 
ken according  to  the  old  and  not  the  new  book  of 
rates. 

In  1643  the  commons  pafled  feveral  ordinances  for 
caifing  monies  out  of  delinquents'  edates'^and  New-^ 
caftle  coals,  to  fatisfy  thofe  who  had  lent  money  for 
the  advance  of  the  Scottifli  army  into  England. 

Xhe  fame  year,  when  the  Scots  beficged  Newcaftle, 
the  marquis  of  Newcaftle  ordered  all  the  coal-mines 
to  be  fired.  This  was  prevented  by  general  Lefley's 
furpriling  all  the  boats  and  veiTels. 

April  X,  1643,  about  this  time  there  appears  to 
have  been  a  very  great  fcarcity  of  coal  in  the  city  of 
London. 

April  15,  1643,  the  Commons  made  an  order  to 
reftrain  the  impolitions  of  wharfingers,  chandlers,  and 
coal-fellers,  who  appear  to  have  added  to  the  general 
calamity  of  London,  in  violently  opprefling  the  poor 
by  extortionable  prices. 

June  8,  1643,  the  Commons  made  an  order  to  re*. 
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firain  the  prices  of  coaU  to  twenty  ihiUin^,  or  not 
above  twenty  three  (hillings  the  chalder. 

June  25,  1643,  the  gun-makers  of  London  peti« 
tioned  the  houfe  of  commons  for  fea-coal  to  carry  on 
their  trade,  which  had  unfortunately  by  this  time  be- 
come a  very  important  one. 

July  20,  1643,  i^  ^^  earncftly  recommended  by 
the  houfe  of  lords  to  the  commons,  to  fend  ihips  to 
procure  coal,  at  that  time  a  very  fcarce  commodity, 
from  Newcaftle, 

Odober  2,  1643,  an  ordinance  was  made  by  the 
lords  and  commons  to  fupply  the  poor  and  otbert 
with  wood,  in  default  of  coal,  as  Newcaftle  was  at 
that  time  furpriled,  as  it  is  exprefled,  by  the  **  papal 
and  malignant  forces/' 

There  is  preferred  in  Ru(hworth*s  very  valuable 
coUedtions,  a  curious  letter  from  the  king  to  the  mar* 
quis  of  NewcaAle,  written  in  figure  cyphers  fkom 
Oxford,  dated  Nov.  2,  1643,  concerning  the  pR>«> 
curing  of  arms  from  Holland  in  exchange  for  our 
coals. 

Jan.  8»  1644,  at  a  court  of  the  hoftmen  of  New- 
caftle, it  was  ordered  that  &x  brethren  of  that  fociety 
fhould  attend  the  mayor,  to  adjuft  fuch  quantitiea  of 
coals  as  (hould  be  lent  to  bis  majefty  to  procure  com, 
|]pwder,  and  ammunition,  for  the  king's  fervice,  and 
in  defence  of  the  country,  purfuant  to  a  commiffioB 
from  the  marquis  of  Newcaftle. 

July  20, 1644,  the  parliament  made  an  ordinance 
to  provide  peat  and  turf  for  the  city  of  London ;  the 
marquis  of  Newcaftle,  then  in  pofleffion  of  that 
town,  having,  as  Rulhworth  informs  us,  prohibited 
the  exportadon  of  coals  to  that  city,  on  account  of 
the  citizens'  difobedience  to  his  majefty^ 

After 
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After  the  town  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  had  been 
taken  by  the  Scottifli  army,  the  boufe  of  commons 
took  the  management  of  the  coal- trade,  as  well  as 
the  government  of  that  town,  into  their  own  hands. 

The  committee  of  the  parliament  at  Newcaftle 
fent  up  on  this  occaiion  a  great  quantity  of  coals  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  of  London,  of  which  the  com^ 
m6tts  gave  notice  to  the  lord  mayor,  with  orders  for 
the  diftribution  of  them.  Coals  had  before  this  time 
been  raifed  iii  London  to  the  enormous  price  of  four 
pounds  per  chaldron. 

November  14th,  1644,  an  ordinance  was  publiflied 
by  both  hottfes  of  parliament,  for  opening  the  trade 
to  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne»  and  for  annulling  the  for- 
mer ordinance  that  prohibited  the  trade  to  that  town. 

On  the  1 8th  following,  the  commiffioners  of  the 
pariiament  &t  Newcaftle,  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  hoftmen  of  that  town,  made  many  regulations 
eoticerning  the  coaUtrade. 

On  the  2ift  of  December  following,  the  commons 
in  parliament  made  an  order,  that  it  (hould  be  re- 
ferred to  the  confideration  of  the  committee  at  gold. 
fmitfas's  hall,  whether  any  proportion  might  be  raifed 
out  of  the  revenue  of  the  coals,  towards  the  monthly 
pay  a(&gned  to  the  Scottifli  army,  without  violating 
or  weakening  the  engagement  already  raifed  upoii 
the  credit  of  that  commodity  ;  as  alfo  how  that  fuel 
might  be  bcft  managed  to  the  public  advantage. 

Jaauary  4, 1645,  there  was  an  order  of  parliament, 
that  the  committee  of  goldfmith's  hall  ftould  ap. 
point  agents  at  Newcaftle,  Sunderland,  6tc.  to  ma, 
fiage  the  coals  and  collieries  of  the  delinquents,  &c. 
and  pay  over  fuch  monies  as  (hould  arife  from  theace 
to  the  treafurer  of  the  Scottifli  army,  for  the  fpace  of 
four  months  or  longer,  if  neccflary, 
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March  20,  1645,  it  was  refolved  in  parliament, 
that  the  five  (hillings  impofed  upon  every  chaldron 
of  coals,  by  the  commiliioners  of  both  kingdoms,  at 
Newcaitle  upon  Tyne  and  Sunderland,  ihould  be 
taken  off. 

April  3,  1645,  the  hoftmen  of  Newcaftle  petition- 
ed the  above  commifiioners  to  take  off  the  threepence 
paid  by  them  out  of  every  chaldron  of  coals  they  fold, 
as  they  had  done  the  laft^mentioned  five  ihillings. 

June  9,  1645,  there  was  an  order  of  parliament  for 
the  fpeedy  granting  of  five  hundred  tons  of  the  coals 
of  delinquents,  to  the  mayor  and  town  of  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor  and  infeded  of 
that  place,  and  among  other  purpofes  to  repair  the 
walls  thereof. 

Sept.  29, 1645,  it  was  ordered  by  the  parlianent 
that  Sir  John  Trevor,  &c.  ihould  be  put  into  the  col- 
ledion  of  the  twelvepence  per  chaldron  upon  coals  at 
Newcaftle,  payable  to  the  king,  according  to  their 
leafe  from  his  majefty  of  that  duty. 

January  4th,  1646,  the  hoftmen  of  Newcaftle  fet 
afide  their  orders  of  the  7th  of  Sept^  i^43f  ^nd  the 
^oth  of  Auguft,  1644,  fo*^  ^^^  payment  of  threepence 
per  chaldron  on  coals. 

Whitclock,  under  the  date  of  February  8,  1646, 
informs  us,  that  four  fliillings  per  chaldron  upon 
Newcaftle  coals  were  continued  for  the  maintenance 
of  that  garrifon. 

November  4th,  1646,  the  mayor  and  burgefTes  of 
Nevvcaflle  had  an  opportunity  (and  embraced  it)  of 
teftifying  their  loyalty,  as  it  were  in  kind,  to  their 
unfortunate  fovereign,  at  that  time  a  prifoner  within 
their  walls,  by  defraying  one  half  of  the  expence  of 
the  coals  ufed  by  his  majefty  and  his  retinue. 

Feb. 
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February  8tb,  1647,  there  was  an  order  of  parlia* 
ment  to  continue  the  impofition  of  four  ihillings  per 
chaldron  on  coals  ihipped  coaftways,  till  the  25th  of 
March  following :  this  was  entirely  taken  off  on  the 
13th  of  April  that  fame  year. 

There  was  an  order  of  the  common  council  of 
Newcaftle,  dated  January  27th,  1648,  that  the  coal- 
cufto'm  of  ftrangers  ihould  be  fo  reduced  that  they 
might  be  induced  to  trade  thither  as  formerly. 

July  17, 1748s  the  commons  in  parliament  confirm- 
ed an  impoft  of  four  (hillings  per  chaldron  on  coals 
and  grindftones;  and  on  every  weigh  of  fait  from 
Newcaftle,  Sunderland,  and  Blyth. 

In  the  winter  of  1648,  coals  were  fo  exceffively 
dear  in  London,  that  many  of  the  poor  died  for  want 
of  firing.  Sir  Arthur  Hafilrigge,  the  governor  of 
Newcaftle,  was.  blamed  on  this  occafion,  for  laying  a 
tax  of  four  (hillings  per  chaldron  on  the  coals  at  that 
town,  eftimated,  (ays  Walker,  at  50,000!.  per  annum. 
May  16, 1649,  the  houfe  of  commons  referred  an  in- 
quiry  into  this  matter  to  the  council  of  (late;  re- 
commending it  at  the  fame  time  to  a  committee  of 
the  navy,  to  inquire  into  the  twelvepence  per  chal-. 
dron  on  coals,  and  how  it  might  be  taken  off. 

The  impoiition  of  four  (hillings  per  (!:haldron  was 
entirely  fet  a(ide  by  a  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, made  on  the  i  ith  of  September  following 

Grey's  account,  in  his  Chorographia,  of  the  coal- 
trade  of  Newcaftle,  about  A.  D.  1649,  is  well  worth 
tranfcribing  : 

"  There  come  fometimes  into  this  river  for  coales, 
three  hundred  fayles  of  (hips. 

*•  Many  thoufand  people  are  imployed  in  this  trade 
of  coales  :  many  live  by  working  of  them  in  the  pits : 

many 
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many  live  by  conveying  them  in  \^aggDn5  and  waiaes 
to  the  river  Tyne  :  many  men  are  employed  in  con- 
veying the  coales  in  keeles  from  the  ftatbes  aboard 
the  fliips  :  one  coal  merchant  imployeth  five  hundred 
or  a  thoufand  in  his  works  of  coals  :  yet,  for  all  of 
his  labour,  care,  and  coft,  can  fcarce  live  of  his 
trade  :  nay,  many  of  them  hath  confumed  and  fpent 
great  e(!ates,  and  dyed  beggars.  I  can  remember 
one  of  many  that  rayfed  his  eftate  by  coale  trade : 
many  I  remember  that  hath  wafted  great  eftates. 

*'  Some  fouth  gentlemen  have  upon  great  hope  of 
benefit  come  into  this  country  to  hazard  their  mo- 
nies in  coale-pits. — Mader  Beaumont,  a  gentleman 
of  great  ingenuity  and  rare  parts,  adventured  into 
our  mines  with  his  thirty  thoufand  pounds;  who 
brought  with  him  many  rare  engines  not  known 
then  in  thefe  parts ;  as  the  art  to  boore  with  iron 
rodds,  to  try  the  deepneife  and  thicknefle  of  tbe 
coale ;  rare  engines  to  draw  water  out  of  the  pics ; 
waggons  with  one  horfe  to  carry  down  coales  from 
the  pits  to  the  ftathes  to  the  tivcr,  fitc.  Within  few 
years  he  confumed  all  his  money »  and  rode  hongic 
upon  his  light  horfe/' 

'<  The  coale  trade  began  not  paO.  fourscore  years 
iince :  coales  in  former  times  was  only  ufed  by 
fmiths,  and  for  baming  of  lime :  woods  in  the  foulh 
parts  of  England  decaying,  and  the  city  of  London, 
and  l)ther  cities  and  townes  growing  populous,  made 
the  trade  for  increafe  yearely,  and  many  great  fliips 
of  burthen  built,  fo  that  there  was  more  coales  vented 
in  one  yeare,  then  was  in  feven  yeares,  forty  yeares 
by  paft  :  This  great  trade  hath  mgde  this  towne  to 
flouriih  in  all  trades/' 

February 
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February  12,  165O,  there  was  an  order  of  the  com- 
mon-council of  Nevvcaftle  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
an  impoft  of  threepence  per  chaldron  received  on  all 
coals  in  the  chamber  of  that  town. 

March  3d  following,  the  Trinity-houfe  of  New- 

caftle  made  a  xefolution  to  maintain  their  claim  to 

threepence  per  chaldron,  received  by  them  from  time 

immemorial,  of  the  hoftmen,  for  their  free  parts  of 

(hips;  and  which  the  mayor  and  common-council, 

by  the  above  order,  were  for  taking  away  from  them, 
to  add  to  the  revenue  of  the  corporation. 

In  the  year  165J,  the  coal-trade  appears  to  have 
been  greatly  annoyed  by  the  Dutch  men  of  war. 

November  14,  1653,  articles  appear  to  have  been 
exhibited  againll  the  town  of  Newcaftle  concerning 
The  coal- trade. 

Auguft  25,  1654,  mention  occurs  of  a  mutiny 
among  the  keelmen  at  Newcaftle,  for  the  increafc  of 
wages. 

The  port  of  Sunderland  by  the  fea  occurs  at  this 
time  as  beginning  to  be  of  great  importance. 

In  the  year  1655,  coals  are  faid  to  hare  been  fold 
at  London  for  above  twenty  {hillings  per  chaldron. — 
About  three  hundred  and  twenty  keels  appear  to 
have  been  employed  at  thistime  in  the  coal-trade 
upon  the  river  Tyne,  each  of  which  carried  eight 
hundred  chaldrons,  Newcaftle  meafure,  on  board  the 
fhips.  To  adjuft  the  difference  of  meafures,  it  mufl: 
be  noted,  that  one  hundred  and  thirty-fist  chaldrons, 
Newcaftle  meafure,  are  equal  to  two  hundred  and 
feventeen,  London  meafure. 

March  27th  of  the  fame  year,  the  hoftmen  made 
an  aft  for  taking  one  (hilling  lighterage  for  every 
chalder  of  coals  put  on  board  of  any  ihip  below  a 
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place  called  the  Javil-tree,  in  the  river  Tyne ;  but 
in  April  the  year  following  the  lord  proteftor  Oliver, 
and  the  council,  ordered  the  hodmen  of  Newcaftle  ta 
permit  the  ihips  that  traded  thither  for  coals,  to  lade 
at  the  ufual  rates. 

At  this  time  coals,  which  two  years  before  had 
been  vended  on  the  river  Tyne  at  ten  fliillings,  were 
fold  at  twelve  (hillings  the  chalder« 

Feb.  23,  1658,  occurs  a  petition  oi  the  merchant- 
adventurers  of  Neweaille  to  parliament,  againll  the 
cuftom  of  all  coals  tranfported,  having  been  let  to 
Mr.  Martin  Nowel,  whom  they  charged  therein  with 
great  afts  of  injuftice  and  diflionefty. 

This  appears  to  have  been  let  to  the  above  Nowel 
at  22,oool.  a  year,  of  which  fum  19,783!.  14s.  8d. 
were  for  the  coals  of  England,  and  2,21 61.  5s.  4d. 
for  thofe  of  Scotland. 

In  July  of  the  fame  year,  commiffioncrs  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  lord  proteftor  under  the  great  feal  of 
England,  for  the  meafuring  of  keels ;  which  they 
appear  to  have  done  in«  a  new  and  better  manner 
than  had  been  ufed  before  that  time. 

June  21,  1659,  the  hoftmen  of  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne  were  called  upon,  by  order  of  the  committee 
for  preventing  abufes  in  monopolies,  to  anfwcr  the 
complaints  exhibited  againft  them  by  Ralph  Gardi- 
ner, Efq. 

In  December  the  year  following  a  warrant  was 
granted  from  the  lord  treafurer,  for  the  payment  of 
the  Qiilling  per  chaldron  on  coals  that  had  been 
granted  to  queen  Elizabeth  by  the  hoftmen,  to  lord 
Mordaunt,  Sir  Thomas  Peyton,  and  Sir  Jeremiah 
Whichcott,  baronets,  or  their  deputies;  and  the 
next  day  a  warrant  was  figned  by  the  above  lord 
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Mordaunt,  &c.  to  William  Johnfon,  Efq.  alderman 
of  Newcaftle, 

January  4, 1661,  the  hodmen  of  Newcaftle  appear 
to  have  had  intentions  of  balancing  the  coal-trade  of 
Newcaftle  with  that  of  Sunderland,  by  procuring  a 
/hilling  per  chaldron  to  be  laid  alfo  upon  coals  ex- 
ported from  Sunderland. 

January  20.  1662,  an  order  was  made  by  the  hoft- 
men  of  Newcaftle,  to  oppofe  the  laying  on  of  three* 
pence  per  chaldron  on  coals,  having  received  infor- 
mation that  endeavours  were  ufing  to  confirm  their 
payment  thereof  by  aft  of  parliament. 

The  20th  of  Auguft  in  the  fame  year,  a  petition, 
iigned  by  two  thoufand  colliers,  in  order  to  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefty,  occurs ;  in  which  they  com- 
plained of  the  wrongs  done  them  by  the  coal.owners 
and  overmen  ;  a  redrefs  of  grievances  however  pre^ 
vente^  it  from  being  fent. 

It  was  provided  by  the  adl  for  trade,  1663,  that 
coals  tranfported  in  Englifli  (hipping  and  navigation 
for  his  majefty's  plantations,  in  lieu  of  all  cuftom, 
ftiall  pay  only  for  one  chaldron  of  Newcaftle  mea- 
fure  one  (hilling  and  eight-pence ;  for  one  chaldron 
of  London  meafure  one  (hilling,  provided  good  fecu- 
rity  be  given  for  landing  the  faid  coals  accordingly. 

In  the  journals  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  1663, 
Newcaftle  coals  at  twelvepence  per  chaldron  for  th;e 
inland  vent  only,  then  at  leafe  for  1836I,  12s.  6d. 
per  annum,  are  reported  to  be  worth  8000I.  full  value. 

By  an  adl  made  the  two  following  years  the  weight 
and  meafure  of  coals  were  adjufted  in  London,  where 
jufticcs  of  peace  were  impowered  to  fet  a  price  on 
them. 

In  the  year  1666  the  hoftmen  of  Newcaftle  upon 
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Tyne  laid  an  impoft  of  one  penny  a  chaldron  upon 
coals  cleared  at  the  puftorr.-houfe  of  that  town,  for 
the  fupport  of  workmen  laid  off  work  ;  the  collieries 
being  all  laid  in,  great  quantities  of  coals  being  al- 
ready wrought,  and  not  fold  by  reafon  of  the  war. 

In  January  the  year  following,  coals  appear  ta 
have  been  fold  at  an  exceifive  price,  for  want  of  con. 
voys  to  London. 

By  an  ad  of  parliament  made  in  1667;  after  th^ 
great  fire  of  London,  a  duty  of  twelvepencc  per 
chaldron  was  granted  to  the  lord  mayor,  &c.  of  that 
city  to  enable  them  to  rebuild  it,  and  which  was  to 
continue  ten  years  ;  but  this  not  being  found  fuffi- 
cient,  it  was  made  three  ihillings  a  chaldron,  and  to 
continue  ten  years  longer. 

By  an  ad  of  parliament  in  1672,  a  wife  regula- 
tion was  made  for  the  encouragement  of  the  expor* 
tation  of  our  own  produd  and  manufj&ur^t  viz. 
the  taking  off  aliens  duty  upon  all  the  native  com* 
modities,  coals  only  excepted,  and  manofadores  of 
England,  exported  by  foreigners;  thereby  putting 
them  on  a  level  with  £ngli(h  fubjeds. 

In  the  year  1675,  Charles  the  fecond  let  to  farm 
to  vifcountefs  Mordaunt,  a  third  part  of  the  fhilling 
per  chaldron  upon  coals,  for  thirty-one  years,  at  the 
annual  rent  of  diiL  17s.  6d.  to  commence  at  the 
expiration  of  the  term  granted  tovifcount  Mordaunt, 
Sir  Thomas  Peyton,  and  Sir  Jeremiah  Whichcott, 

Dec.  18,  1677,  ^^^  ^^"K  granted  to  his  natural 
fan,  Charles,  duke  of  Richmond  and  Lenox,  and 
failing  him  and  his  heirs,  to  Louife,  duchefs  of  Portf* 
mouth,  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  the  reverfion  of 
the  twelvcpence  per  chaldron  on  coals,  the  faid 
twelvepence  per  chaldron,  the  rent  of  1836].  12s. 
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6d.  as  alfo  the  above  rent  of  612I.  1 7s.  6ci.  yet  fubjeft 
to  an  annuity  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  Sir  Thomas 
Clarges,  his  heirs  and  aiiigns,  at  a  yearly  referved 
rent  of  il.  6s.  8d. 

January  4th,  1683,  the  hoftmen  of  Newcaftle  or- 
dered a  warrant  to  be  procured  from  the  mayor  and 
burgefles  of  that  town,  to  feize  coals  that  came  into 
that  port  for  Color-coats,  or  othcrwife,  contrary  to 
the  aA  21  Henry  VIII.  or  upon  the  cuftom  foreign 
bought  or  fold. 

A.  D.  1685,  there  were  fo  many  foreign-built  fliips 
ufed  in  the  coal-trade,  and  (hip- building  was  reduced 
to  fo  low  an  ebb  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  and  other 
ports  of  the  kingdom,  that  it  was  thought  necelTary 
that  a  doty  of  five  fhillings  per  ton  Ihould  be  laid  thic 
year  upon  all  foreign-built  (hipping. 

May  6, 1686,  a  petition  was  prefented  to  the  houfe 
of  commons  by  the  owners  of  (hips,  and  traders  in 
coals  to  and  from  Newcaftle,  Sunderland,  i^c.  againft 
a  farther  impofition  on  coab.  It  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  boufe. 

April  23,  1690,  a  petition  was  prefented  to  parlia- 
ment from  the  hoftmen  of  Newcaftle,  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  fetting  reafonable  prices  on  ftaith- 
rooms,  and  way-leaves,  which  was  granted  them. 

December  this  year  great  complaints  were  made  in 

the  boufe  of  commons  concerning  the  high  price  of 

coals,  fetting  forth  that  the  poor  were  in  danger  of 

perifliing  for  want  of  firing ;  on  which  a  petition  was 

prefented  by  fome  perfons,  for  leave  to  make  a  bank 

of  coals  within  London  and  Weftminfter,  and  to  en- 

fure  the  traders  to  Newcaftle  againft  pirates,  and  the 

dangers  of  the  feas. 

December 
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December  20, 1 690,  mention  of  his  ma jefty*s  royal 
aflent  occurs  to  an  a6t  for  reviving  a  former  ad  for 
regulating  the  meafures  and  prices  of  coals. 

A,  D.  1693,  the  coal-trade  of  Newcaftlc  fuffered 
great  interruption,  the  keelmen  there  being  afraid  to 
work,  on  account  of  an  imprefs  for  feamen,  concern- 
ing which  the  hollmen  complained  to  the  members 
of  parliament  for  that  town.  . 

February  5th,  1694,  a  bill  was  brought  into  parlia- 
ment for  meafuring  the  keels  and  boats  at  Newcaftle 
by  a  dead  weight ;  which  was  oppofed  by  a  petition 
of  feveral  owners  and  mailers  of  fhips  in  the  coal- 
trade. 

March  6, 1695,  ^^3^^  ^as  granted  to  bring  a  bill 
into  parliament  for  the  better  meafuremeni  of  keels 
and  keel-boats  at  Newcaftle ;  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrofled  21ft  March  following. 

March  12th,  fame  year,  five  {hillings  per  chaldron  ' 
were  ordered  by  parliament  to  be  laid  on  coals,  thirty- 
fix  bufliels  to  the  chaldron,  Winchefter  meafure ;  and 
alfo  five  (hillings  per  ton  on  all  coals  exported  from 
Scotland,  over  and  above  the  then  duties. 

January  9,  1696,  a  petition  of  owners  of  (hips  was 
brought  into  parliament  againft  the  above  bill, where- 
ip  they  fet  forth,  that,  by  a  ftorm  in  September  laft, 
tlicy  loft  near  two  hundred  fail  of  Ihips,  worth  up- 
wards  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

February  19th,  fame  year,  leave  was  granted  to 
bring  a  bill  into  parliament,  to  fettle  the  rents  of 
way-leaves  and  coal-wharfs ;  which,  however,  was 
not  prefented  till  December. 

An  engrofled  bill  for  taking  off  the  duties  of  ton- 
nage upon  fliips  and  coals,  was  read  the  third  time 
before  the  houfe  of  commons,  April  24,  fame  year. 

February 
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February  6th,  1697,  ^^^  hodmen  of  Newcaftle  pe- 
titioned parliament  againfl  an  intended  duty  upon 
coals,  &c.  imported  from  Newcattle,  for  the  repara- 
tion of  Whitby  Piers ;  which  they  alledged  was  inju- 
rious to  the  coaU trade,  and  a  difcouragement  to  na- 
vigation. 

In  the  year  1699,  one  tboufand  four  hundred  fliips 
are  faid  to  have  been  employed  in  the  coal-trade,  cx« 
porting  yearly  from  Newcaftle  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  chaldrons  of  coals,  Newcaftle  meafure,  in  time 
of  peace.  Newcaftle  had  at  that  time  two-thirds  of 
the  coaUtrade  ;  three  hundred  thoufand  chaldrons  in 
all  coming  annually  to  London.  The  over-fea  trade 
in  this  article  at  the  fame  time  is  faid  to  have  em- 
ployed nine  hundred  thoufand  tons  of  ftiipping ;  fo 
that  the  coal-trade  made,  at  that  period,  the  greateft 
body  of  Englifh  ftiipping. 

In  this  year  petitions  were  prefented  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  againtt  the  late  impofition  of  five  fliil- 
lings  per  chaldron  on  coals,  from  Scarborough,  Sun- 
derland,  Ipfwich,  and  King's  Lynn  in  Norfolk! 

It  appears  from  an  accJount  of  the  coal-trade, 
printed  in  1701,  that  at  that  time  the  beft  coals  in  the 
pool  of  London  fold  for  eighteen  fliillings,  or  eighteen 
fhillings  and  threepence  per  chaldron  ;  out  of  which, 
eight  fliillings  were  to  be  deduded,  i.  e.  five  fliillings 
to  the  king,  one  fliilling  and  fixpence  to  St.  Paul's, 
and  one  fliilling  and  fixpence  metage ;  and  that  at 
Newcaftle  good  coals  fold  at  four  pounds,  or  four 
guineas  the  keel,  which  keel  made  fifteen  chaldron 
in  the  pool  of  London. 

February  27,  1702,  sn  petition  from  the  coal- 
owners  in  the  north  of  England  concerning  th^  de. 
cay  of  the  fait  trade,  by  which,  to  their  great  dctri- 
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nient,  they  loft  the  means  o£  difpofing  of  their  (mall 
coals,  was  prefented  to  parliament.  This  was 
backed  by  another  of  fimilar  import  from  the  (alt* 
makers* 

November  7, 1702,  on  an  inquiry  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  concerning  the  exceifive  price  of  coals 
within  the  bills  of  mortality,  it  appeared  to  have 
been  occafioned  by  the  high  wages  paid  to  Tailors. 

A.  D.  1 703,  upon  an  inquiry  of  a  committee  of 
the  houfe.  of  commons  appointed  to  receive  propofals, 
and  prepare  heads  of  a  bill  for  the  incieafe  of  feamen, 
and  the  fpeedy  manning  of  the  royal  navy,  fent  to 
the  mafters  of  the  Trinity-Houfe  of  Newcaftle,  con- 
cerning the  number  of  (hips,  &c.  nece(&ry  for  the 
coal-trade:  they  were  anfwered  by  the  fraternity, 
tbat  fix  hundred  iliips  one  with  another,  each  of 
eighty  Newcaftle  chaldron,  with  four  thoufand  five 
hundred  men,  were  requifite  for  carrying  on  that 
great  branch  of  commerce.  "  A  number,**  they 
added,  ^  both  of  (hips  and  men,  that  had  been  en^ 
gaged  therein  for  three  years  laft  paft/'  Coals  occur 
at  this  time  as  fold  at  eleven  (hillings  per  chaldron  at 
Newcaftle. 

In  the  following  year  mention  occurs  in  the  jour- 
nals of  the  houfe  of  commons,  of  the  lords  having 
given  their  aflent  to  an  ad  for  the  increafe  of  fea^ 
men,  and  fecurity  of  the  coal*trade. 

It  appears  that  at  that  time  there  had  been  em* 
pbyed  four  hundred  keels  in  the  river  Tyne,  and 
between  fifteen  and  tixteen  hundred  keelmen* 

From  Chriftmas  1704,  to  the  year  1710,  there  ap- 
pear to  have  been  exported  from  Newcaftle,  commu- 
nibus  annis,  178,143  chaldron  of  coals;  and  from 
the  port  of  Sunderland  in  the  fame  time,  65,76a 

chaldron  and  a  balf» 

Id 
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In  the  year  1 764,  there  were  exported  from  the 
river  Tyne  for  London  and  coaftways,  twenty  thou- 
fand  chaldrons  of  coals,  London  meafure;  and  forty 
thoufand  chaldrons,  like  meafure,  for  foreign  parts ; 
more  than  had  been  exported  before  in  any  one  year. 

The  fame  year,  3,727  veflels  were  cleared  out  of 
that  river  for  the  coaft,  loaden  with  coals,  and  365 
for  foreign  parts ;  a  greater  number  than  ever  was 
known  before^ 

A,  p.  1765,  5  Geo.  III.  c.  35,  fee.  i,  an  additional 
duty  was  laid  on  exported  coal. 

In  the  year  following,  there  was  an  a£l  of  parlia- 
ment made  to  regulate  the  loading  6{  fliips  with  coals 
in  the  ports  of  ISTewcaftlc  and  Sunderland,  to  take 
place  after  the  ift  of  June,  for  kvQh  years. 

The  fubfequent  is  an  accurate  account  of  the  (late 
of  the  coal- trade  about  the  year  1772. 

5,585  fliips,  689,090  tons,  330,200  chaldrons  of 
coals,  with  123.370  b^ndred  weight  of  lead,  for  the 
coafting-trade.  And  363  fliips,  49,124  tons,  21,690 
chaldrons  of  coals,  with  30,064  hundred  weight  of 
lead,  to  foreign  parts. 

An  a6l  of  parliament  paffcd  in  the  year  1773,  to 
continue  an  alJl  made  in  the  6th  of  George  the  Third, 
intitled.  An  ad  to  regulate  the  loading  of  fliips  with 
coals  in  the  ports  of  Newcaftle  and  Sunderland,  for  a 
further  term  of  feven  years,  and  from  thence  to  the 
end  of  the  next  feflion  of  parliament. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  coal  trade  for 
fix  years,  on  an  average,  to  the  Chriftmas  of  1776. 

To  London,  and  other  ports  of  Great  Britain, 
351,000  chaldrons  of  coals  (of  which  260,000  to  Lon- 
don) ;  to  the  Britifli  colonies  and  plantations  2,000  ; 
to  foreign  parts  27,000.  In  all  380^000  chaldrons, 
Newcaftle  meafurei  per  annum. 
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A.  D.  1777,  the  wages  for  each  able-bodied  fca. 
man  for  a  voyage  in  a  coal-fhip  to  London,  were 
fixed  at  3I.  los. 

In  the  begfinning  of  the  year  1780,  it  was  propofed 
to  lay  an  additional  duty  of  four  fliillings  per  chaldron 
on  exported  coals. 

This  year  died  at  Gate(head,  Baron  van  Haake,  a 
native  of  Silefia,  who  had  come  thither  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  cxtrafting  tar  from  coal. 

July  7,  178 1,  mention  occurs  of  a  machine  to 
draw  coals,  as  then  invented  by  Mr  Jof.  Oxley. 

May  17, 1782,  the  royal  aflent  was  given  by  com- 
miffion  to  an  ad  to  revive  and  continue  an  a6l  pafied 
in  the  6th  of  Geo.  III.  intitled  •'  An  adl  to  regijlate 
the  loading  of  fhips  with  coals,  in  the  ports  of  New- 
caftle  and  Sunderland.** 

Thus  have  we  given  a  general  account  of  this 
rich  fource  of  wealth  to  Newcaftle,  the  coal- 
trade,  and  of  the  vaft  confequence  to  which  it  has 
raifed  this  town.  This  important  fubjeft  having 
employed  the  refearches  of  fome  of  the  mod  philofo- 
phical  and  ingenious  men  of  modern  times,  we  Ihall 
prefent  our  readers  with  fome  of  their  mod  ufeful 
obfervations. 

Mr  Charles  Beaumont,  in  his  treatife  on  this  fub- 
jeft,  tells  us  that  he  has  explored  coal  in  its  original 
ftate,  and  by  attentive  refearches  followed  it  through 
the  various  and  amazing  operations  of  which  it  is  the 
foundation,  *'  The  mines  of  coal  (fays  that  fenfiblc 
writer)  may  juftly  and  emphatically  be  ftiled  the 
golden  ones  of  Britain,  and  not  only  by  that  means 
the  linews  of  her  defence  and  welfare,  but  alfo,  by 
manning  her  fleets,  defending  her  from  all  foreign 
enemies,  and  protecting  her  colonies  abroad. 

The 
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*•  The  coal-mines  in  Great  Britain  is  the  fource  from 
which  the  nation  derives  its  fuperiority  in  its  valuable 
manufadlories.  All  thofe  numerous  operations  de- 
pendent upon  fire,  whether  inr  engines  of  various 
conftruftions,  or  in  the  great  procefles  of  brewery 
or  diftillcry,  and  all  that  relates  to  the  extenfive 
manufacture  from  grain  or  fugar,  molaffes  and  fweets, 
are  the  efFefts  of  this  trade.  All  the  manu- 
fa<H:ure8  of  metals  of  every  kind,  from  the  mod  pure 
to  the  bafeft,  are  carried  on  by  coal  fires  ;  and  all 
the  great  manufadluring  towns,  wherever  fituated, 
(London  excepted)  are  eftablilbed  in  the  vicinity  of 
inexhauftible  coal-mines. 

*•  I  need  only  enumerate  (fays  the  ingenious  author) 
Newcaftle,  Leeds,  Manchefter,  Birmingham,  and 
Sheffield,  to  illuftrate  thefe  truths.  Carron  and  Cole- 
brooke  Dale,  fo  famed  for  their  iron  works,  and 
many  other  important  places  in  England,  Scotland, 
and  Wales,  entirely  owe  their  firft  efiablilhment, 
their  population,  their  wealth  and  importance,  to 
their  lying  adjacent  to  coal  mines. 

"  The  increafed  value  of  land  in  all  parts  where  coal 
is  found  is  wonderful ;  which,  before  th«  difcovery, 
was  deemed  barren,  as  the  country  lay  wafte  and 
unpeopled.  The  numerous  canals  and  conveyances 
from  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  kingdom,  owe 
their  exiftence  to  the  wealth  acquired  by  this  in- 
valuable mineral. 

**  From  the  anchor  to  the  needle  (adds  Mr.  Beau- 
mont)  and  from  the  heaviell  piece  of  ordnance 
to  the  piftol  of  the  fmalleft  calibre,  depends  upon 
th^  operation  of  coal-fires.  All  manufactures  what- 
ever owe  their  importance  to  the  facility  with  which 
they  procui:e  the  article  of  coal.     In  fliort,  it  is  the 
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foundation  of  all  the  vaiiiable  manufa&ories  in  Great 
Britain,  and  indifpntably  the  fource  of  all  her  wealth, 
greatnefs,  and  fafety. 

**  To  thefe  we  may  add,  the  national  confumption, 
fo  great  and  fo  important,  from  the  greateft  cities  to 
the  fmalleft  hamlets.  Population  ever  increa&ng 
where  nre  is  to  be  had  with  facility  and  cheapnefs^ 
Here  induftry,  ingenuity,  and  labour  of  every 
kind,  form  fettlements  and  e(labli(h  maiiufa6tofie^, 
which  countries  dependent  for  their  fuel  cannot  pof- 
.fibly  effed, 

*'  Even  the  diftant  Britifh  fugar  colonies  are  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  Britain  for  coals  to  manufacture 
their  produce  ;  and  the  exportation  from  Britain  to 
the  continent  of  Europe  is  extenfive.  The  reve- 
nue arifing  from  it  to  the  nation  is  immenfe,  aad  her 
nurfery  for  feamen  by  that  article  invaluable  to  her 

navy.** 

The  author  fubjoins,  *'  that  the  prefervation  and 
exteniion  of  this  article  muft  therefore  be  of  the  firft 
confequence  to  this  country,  and  confequently  the 
|>rotedion  and  encouragement  of  government  ought 
to  be  expedted  to  what  can  be  demonftrably  pointed 
out  of  advantage  to  the  coal- trade.'' 

Mr  Beaumont  very  feelingly  points  out  the  pre* 
fent  em^arralTment  in  this  valuable  traffic ;  **  the  iofles 
to  the  coal-owners  on  the  river  Tyne  and  Wear,  &r 
feveral  years  paft,  (many  of  whom  are  of  the  firfl 
rank  and  diftindion  in  the  kingdom)  whofe  iniu- 
ence  in  benefiting  their  country  will  be  defeated,  if 
they  find  uniformly  a  certain  lofs  by  working  or 
opening  new  mines  of  coal. 

'^  The  primary  caufe  of  any  lofs  to  the  coal  Cradei 

from  too  many  mines  being  open  at  the  &me 

time, 
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timev  and  confequently  the  receipts  cannot  anfwer 
the  expellees  of  the  works  of  each. 

•'  The  coal  in  the  counties  of  Northumberland  and 
Bifhoprick  lies  horizontal  in  general  with  a  gentle 
dip  and  rife,  and  very  free  from  dykes,  or  troubles  in 
the  metal,  but  fubjed  to  fire  and  water,  the  latter  of- 
ten  proving  very  expcoiive^  This  coal  is  mixed  with 
a  kind  of  bituminous  matter,  and  impregnated  in  ge- 
neral with  particles  of  fulphur  ;  the  former  caufing  a 
ilrong  adhefion  and  ilrength,  the  latter  giving  ad- 
ditional heat  and  fpirit  to  the  natural  good  quality  of 
the  coal.     Hence  the  generality  of  it  is  excellent  for 
every  manufadure  and  houfe  ufe,  from  its  great  heat 
and  laft ;  ^  and  after  the   coai  is  burnt,  the  calcined 
ports  will  renew  into  a  ftrong  hot  fecond  fire ;    and 
from  thence  fome  of  it  into  a  third  :  and  it  is  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  the  working  of  metals,  by  fpeedily 
fluxing  them,  which  thereby  prevents  much  walte, 
and,  from  its  heat  and  ftrength,  greatly  facilitates 
the  diilillation  and  liquifying  all  fubftances  requiring 
that  operation ;  with  the  further  great  advantages  of 
faving  time  and  much  wear  in  the  materials  :  nor  in 
the  world  is  there  yet  any  coal  difcovered  that  will 
work  metals  to  perfe<flion,  equal  with  the  Britifli.— 
Hence  the  inftruments  of  war  aje  purchafed  from 
Britain  by  all  nations,  and  her  coal  to  manufadure  a 
part  by  fome.     This  quality  in  the  coal,  and  the  dif* 
ference  in  the  price,  with  the  ingenuity  and  work"- 
manihip  of  the  artift,  gives  their  goods  the  preference 
at  all  foreign  markets. 

"The  coal  in  Scotland  lies  in  a  very  different  manner 
to  that  in  England ;  the  metals  and  minerals  being 
in  a  Hate  of  confufion  unknown  to  the  fouth  of  the 
sfland:   it  is  found  and  wrought  in  all  directions, 

from 
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from  the  hoiizontal  to  near  the  perpendicular.  From 
thefe  caufes  are  produced  great  and  unavoidable  trou- 
ble  and  expence,  from  the  dikes,  &.c.  which  intercept 
the  coal  and  make  it  frequently  equally  difficult  as 
expenfivc  to  regain. 

**  The  beft  Scotch  coal,  in  general,  is  a  ilrong  fplint, 
without  much  bitumen,  and  is  in  part  worked  in  large 
pieces,  that  are  fold  by  weight :  the  round  made  in 
the  working  is  fold  by  meafure,  and  the  fmall,  or 
panwood,  is  chiefly  ufed  for  falt-pans.  They  are  fc- 
parated  by  the  collier  before  he  fends  them  to  the 
furface,  into  large  mailes,  and  chous,  or  round  and 
fmall,  or  panwood.^  The  fined  fpiint  is  a  clear  burn- 
ing coal,  but  confumes  fail,  from  its  drynefs,  and  lay- 
ing open,  from  its  fize ;  which,  with  the  draft  oftbe 
large  chimneys^  adds  to  \x,%^edy  confuwption^*^  and, 
as  Count  Rumford  very  truly  obferves,  devours  the 
heat. 

''  Yet  this  clean  Scotch  coal  has  come  much  into  ufe 
in  the  more  opulent  families  in  Scotland ;  as  alfo  at 
Aniflerdam,  where  they  generally  lay  on  one  piece  at 
^  time,  with  frugal  care. 

'*  The  inferior  kinds  of  Scotch  coals  make  but  poor 
fires ;  and  even  the  common  people  rather  buy  the 
larger  kinds,  than  the  chous,  as^they  give  more  lad- 
ing iieat,  and  fupply  for  light,  in  domeftic  purpofes, 
inftead  of  candles.  The  round  fells  for  feven /hil- 
lings per  ton,  and  the  chous  for  five  ihillings. 

"  The  French  work  coal  in  different  provinces,  and 
in  the  Netherlands,  but  the  coal  of  the  befl  quality 
France  produces  is  like  a  mixture  of  Scotch  and 
Welch  coal,  burning  quick,  without  any  great  heat, 
and  foon  confumed.  Some  of  it  is  tranfported  down 
the  Scheldt  into  Holland,  and  fells,  on  an  average,  at 

fifteen 
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fifteen  Ihillings  per  Newcaille  chaldron,  under  the 
Englifli  coals,  and,  in  times  of  fcarcity,  at  more  than 
double  that  difference.  France,  with  her  Nether- 
lands, receives  from  England  annually  twenty  thou* 
fand  Newcaftle  chaldrons,  for  the  ufe  of  fmitbs  and 
diftilleries. 

''  The  annual  demand  tranfported  into  the  port  of 
London  is  found,  on  an  average,  to  be  760,000  Lon- 
don chaldrons ;  and  it  is  computed  that  one  million 
is  received  into  the  whole  of  the  coafting  ports  to- 
gether/* 

Mr  Beaumont  then  propofes  a  method  of  working 
coal  fo  as  to  gain  many  thoufand  chaldrons  of  round 
or  large  coal,  of  which  it  would  be  too .  tedious  to 
give  an  account. 

Xt  has  already  been  obferved,  that  the  annual  va- 
lue of  coal  carried  coaftwife  is  nearly  a  million  of 
Newcaftle  chaldrons. 

•*  The  different  foreign  ports  receive  annually  from 
Britain  nearly  (fays  Mr  Beaumont  in  his  excellent 
Treatife  on  the  CoaUtrade  publifhed  in  the  year 
1792)  the  following  quantities. 

To  the  Dutch  United  Provinces  50,000 
France  and  Flanders  -  -  20,000 
Dexunark  ....  10,000 
Hamburgh        ...  10,000 

Sweden  and  Portugal  -  -  5,000 
Rtti£a»  Norway^  and  other  parts     5,000 

looyooo  Newcaftle  clialds.'' 

The  fame  ingenious  author  obferves,  "  that  the 
exportation  of  coals  from  Scotland  is  not  at  prefent 
very  confiderable  j  but  by  the  cutting  of  an  intended 
canal  may  be  carried  round  the  different  fifliing  fta- 
tions  in  the  Weft  Highlands,  which  I  can  venture  to 

fay 
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fay  (he  adds)  will  prove  a  fource  of  ineichauftible 
wealth  to  Scotland^  and  change  an  uncultivated  and 
almoft  uninhabited  country  into  a  populous,  trading, 
lucrative  and  beautiful  fituation,  formed  ^or  it  by 
nature ;  art  only  is«  wanted  to  be  judicioufly. applied. 

••  The  iron  manufaftories  at  this  time  eftablilbed, 
and  by  the  eafy  conveyance  of  EngUfti  coal,  now 
dttty  free,  would  enrich  that  country  ;  and,  by  mak- 
ing a  new  ftation  for  (hips  of  war  at  Oban,  might  be 
of  great  fafety  and  advantage  to  the  Britifh  navy. 

"  The  lands  in  the  Highlands  abound  in  limeftone, 
which  are  in  great  part  now  lying  uncultivated,  and 
apparently,  to  ftrangcrs,  barren,  (as  obferved  in 
other  countries,  until  coal  has  been  obtained  on  eafy 
terms)  giving  a  fqanty  meal  and  cold  bed  to  the 
quadruped,  would  foon  produce  the  necefiaries  of  life, 
to  all  the  inhabitants,  cauiing  fuch  an  intimacy  with 
England  as  fhould  unite  the  people  by  friendihip 
'and  commercial  connections,  fo  as  to  make  every  dif- 
tindion  ceafe. 

**  It  would  make  Glafgow  the  great  market  of  Scot- 
land, and  of  confequence  one  of  the  richeft  cities  in 
Britain.  The  lands  around  it  would  greatly  increafe 
in  value,  and  through  all  the  country,  by  diffufing 
advantages  into  every  part  of  the  kingdom ;  and  all 
this  amazing  improvement,  wealth,  and  power  may 
be  cffefted  by  cherifhing  and  cultivating  the  eoal- 
trade.  By  preventing  the  wafte  in  injudicioufly 
working  the  mod  valuable  article,  Britain  or  any 
nation  can  boaft  of,  (with  an  air  of  honeft  exul- 
tation  Mr  Beaumont  adds)  as  it  greatly  exceeds  in 
value  all  mines  of  gold  or  precious  ftones :  thefe 
create  luxury,  indolence,  effeminacy,  and  weaknefs 
of  mind  and  body ;  while  the  former,  by  their  van- 

ous 
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ous  operations  immenfdy  exceeding  in  produft,  the 
value  of  fuch  mines,  bj  being  fundamentally  the 
iburce  from  which  fprings  Britain's  wealth,  with  giv-» 
ing  employment,  and  confequently  fupport  to  many 
millions  of  people,  with  the  bleffings  of  health  and 
ftrength,  by  induftry  and  profit  to  crown  their  en- 
deavours/* 

This  gentleman  glances  at  the  impropriety  of  con- 
tinuing the  tax  ofonef  (hilling  per  chaldron  on  coals 
exported  from  the  Tyne,  (till  of  late)  vefted  in  the 
family  of  Richmond,  now  made  part  of  the  naXiotial 
revenue,  and  of  not  extending  it  to  all  coals  (hipped 
from  the  other  rivers  in  England.  We  will  fee,  how- 
ever, that  as  coals  is  a  necejfary  of  life,  that  this  im« 
port.  With  the  other  heavy  duties  on  coals,  are  impo- 
litic and  oppreflive,  and  may  ultimately  deter  coal- 
owners  from  riiking  their  capital  in  digging  for  this 
valuable  mineral  altogether. 

Mr.  Beaumont  mentions  another  difcouraging  cir- 
cumftance  to  the  coalowneirs,  which  is,  that  the  coal- 
buyers  at  London  have,  by  a  combination,  been  able 
to  burden  the  trade  with  demanding  and  obtaining 
a  premium  of  one  (billing  per  chaldron.  He  there- 
fore concludes,*that  although  the  coal-owners  on  the 
Tyne  and  the  Wear  have  formerly  made,  many  of 
them,  fortunes ;  yet  for  a  conftant  feries  of  years 
paft  they  have  been  lofers,  invariably,  by  their  coals ; 
adding  that  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  the  owners 
of  the  mines,  and  of  the  (liipping,  will  continue  to 
riik  their  capitals  for  nothing  ;  and  that  without  a 
fpeedy  regulation  the  annual  lofs  to  the  coal  and 
(hip  owners  muft  produce  a  decline  of  the  trade,  by 
the  lofs  of  the  owners'  properties  to  fupport  it,  -  both 
in  the  raifing  and  tranfporting;  and  that  inevitably 

3  F  followed 
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followed  with  confequences  ferioufly  alarming.  In« 
judicious  impods,  and  of  no  confideration  io  compa- 
rifon  to  the  advantages  that  would  refult  to  the  na- 
tion by  cherifliing  the  coal-trade,  are  accounted  the 
bane,  and  will  if  continued  prove  the  ruin,  of  this 
ineftimable  branch  of  commerce,  and  with  it  that  of 
all  others  in  this  flourilhing  nation. 

We  fhail  here  fubjoin  fome  remarks  of  a  well-in- 
formed gentleman  on  this  important  branch  of  trade, 
contained  in  a  feries  of  letters  addrefled  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
anno  X  793;  in  which  the  author  fubftantiates  the 
inequality,  oppref&on,  and  impolicy  of  the  taxes 'on 
coals,  as  alfo  of  the  grant  of  one  (hilling  per  chaldron 
to  the  duke  of  Richmond,  now  made  a  revenue-tax. 

This  author  fets  out  with  obferving,  that,  in  no 
part  of  the  world  does  this  ufeful  article  conftitute  a 
formidable  trade,  excepting  in  Britain,  and  is  inferior 
to  no  trade  whatever  on  the  fcale  of  national  im- 
portance. 

To  corroborate  thefe  allertions,  be  gives  a  detailed 
enumeration  of  the  perfons  employed  in  the  different 
branches  of  the  coal-trade,  as  exifting  and  immediate- 
ly depending  upon  the  mines  of  the  rivers  Tyne  and 
Wear.  It  will  be  proper,  he  adds,  to  recolledl  that 
this  trade  divides  itfelf  into  three  leading  branches— 
coal-mining,  coal-carrying,  and  the  bufinefs  of  un- 
loading, buying,  felling,  and  delivering  the  article  in 
the  different  fea-ports,  coaftwife,  and  particularly  in 
the  port  of  London.  We  will  not  follow  the  author 
in  thefe  details ;  but  to  (hew  the  prodigious  confe- 
quence  of  this  fpecies  of  commerce,  heobferves,  that 
the  fums  expended  in  materials  for  boring  and  fink- 
ing, fuch  as  wood,  iron,  ropes,  &c.  independent  of 
the  money  paid  for  the  exclufive  privilege  of  work- 
ing 
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ing  collieries,  and  way-leave  rent,  amount,  in  win- 
ning fomc  collieries,  to  upwards  of  thirty  thoufand 
pounds. 

The  following  ftatement  of  the  number  of  perfons 
employed  and  dependent  on  the.  coal- trade,  on  the 
rivers  Tyne  and  Wear,  in  the  year  1792,  may  be  de- 
pended on : 

Upon  the  Tyne  are  employed,  under  and  above 

ground. 

Men  and  boys  .  •  .  •  6,7 oj. 
Fitters,  their  clerks  and  runners  .  •  103 
Keel-mim  and  boys,  coal-l^oatmen,  5cc.  i  ,547 
Trimnaers,  ballaft-beavers,  &c.  1,000 

Pilots  and  fbymcn         .         •        •        •       500 

9,854 

It  will  require  150,000  tons  of  lliipping  to  carry 

5cx>,ooo  chaldrons  of  coals  to  market,  which 

will  em(>loy  men  and  boyjs,  including  fupernu- 

meparyfeamen        -        .         .         .        .        8,000 

Carpenters,  ropers,  fmitbs,  ^c.  to  uphold  the  keels    .  100 

Carpenters^  ropers,  fmiths,  fail-makers,  maft  and 

-  •  •  , 

block-makers,  boat-buijders,  dec.  to  repair  the 
(kipping 846 

Purveyors  neceflary  to  fupply  the  keels  and  (hips 
with  providonsy  and  their  families  w ith  provi fiohs    i ,  1 00 

CoaUfaflors,  merchants,  ckrks,  lightermen,  met- 
ters,  bargemen,  coal-heavers,  cartmen,  and 
porters        •         •         •         .         •         •         .       2,000 

21,900 

N.  B.  Many  of  thofe  perfons  have  families  de« 
pending  on  the  coal^trade  for  their  fupport ;— > 
fuppofe  them  one-fourth  part  of  this  number, 
(aind  3  to  a  family  unemployed)  will  come  to    16,575 

Total  on  the  river  Tyne  38*475 

A  ftatement  of  the  number  of  perfons  employed  in 
the  coal-trade  upon  the  rivci*  Wear. 
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In  the  federal  collieries  above  ground,  men  and  hofs  3fOoo 
Above  n^oundy  bankmen  and  carriers^  50  eacli  100 

Hcap-fliovellers  and  wallers  ....  200 
Above  ground — ^blackfmiths  609  engine  and  gin« 

Wrights  60         .         .         •  ...         120 

Waggon-fmiths  40,   waggon  and  waggon-waf 

Wrights  100 140 

Viewers  20,  overmen  and  deputies  80         .         •         100 

Agents  20,  clerks  20 40 

Gin-drivers  809  horfe-keepers  40  .  .  .  120 
Engine-naen,  brake-men  (for  machines)  .  .  60 
Waggon-men  500^  creafers  for  the  ways  80  •  580 
Staithmen  20,  off-putters  40  .  •  ...  60 
Leaders  at  the  feveral  flaiths  •  •  •  .100 
Total  employed  above  and  under  ground  .  4*620 
Keelmen,  boys,  kc,  »  ' .  •  ^  .  1,000 
Fitters  60,  Clerks  100  .  ,  .  •  .  160 
Cafters,  trimmers,  ballaftmen,  coal-boatmen,  &c.    1,200 

Pilots  and  foymen       .  ^ 100 

Carpenters,  fmiths,  fail-makers,  for  600  keels  .  100 
It  will  require  106,200  tens  ol  (hipping  to  carry 

340,000  chaldrons;    which  will  employ,  men 

and  boys 5,100 

Supernumerary  feamen  .  •  .  •  •  400 
To  uphold  and  keep  the  fhipping  in  repair  «         500  ' 

Purveyors,  to  fupply  the  keels  and  /hips  with  pro^ 

vifions         .......         600 

Coal-merchants,  clerks,  lightermen,  bargemen.  See.     600 
Total  in  adual  employment        .         15,000 
Many  have  families  depending  upon  the  trade  ;— 

fuppofe  one-fourth  of  the  above  number,  viz. 

3,750,  and  3  in  each  family  unemployed,  in  all  Uf^S^ 

Total  on  the  river  Wear        .         26,250 
Total  of  the  number  employed  and  dependingl       5^7  j^ 
on  the.  collieries  upon  the  Tyne  and  Wear  J 

This  very  intelligent  writer  dflures  us  that,  hap- 
pily for  mankind,  it  is  not  for  nrant  of  workable  coal 
that  the  greateft  part  of  the  northern  nations  Ihivcr 
through  the  long  rigorous  feafon  of  the  year.    The 

all. 
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all-prolific  bowels  of  the  earth  teem  with  inexhauf- 
tible  ftores  of  that  valuable  fpecies  of  fuel.  He  takes 
a  wide  range  in  this  inveftigation  ;  but  principally 
confines  his  obfervations  to  our  own  vicinity,  apd 
fays,  ••  I  fliall  not  attempt  to  give  a  ftatement  of  the 
numerous  and  extenfive  ftrata^of  goal  difcovered.in 
different  parts  of  England.  Sea-borne  coal  is  more 
immediately  the  fubje<a  of  thefe  letted.  To  giire^ 
therefore,  fuch  a  view  as  will  enable  the  public  to 
judge,  with  fomc  degree  of  certainty,  of  the  number 
of  years  which  Great  Britain  may  be  in  all  probability 
fupplied  with  coal  from  the  banks  of  the  rivers  Tyne 
and  Wear,  is  fufficient  for  the  prefent  purpofe.  To 
do  this,  I  fhall,  (fays  he)  .firit  defcribe  the  extent  of 
the  feams  of  coal,  which  are  worked  at  prefent ;  and 
next  tbofe  feams  which  may  be  worked  hereafter. 

*'  I  (hall  make  my  calculation  on  general  princi. 
pies,  and  appeal  to  the  experience  and  good  fenfe  of 
thofe  acquainted  with  thefe  mines,  on  the  jullneis  of 
the  following  data. 

I.  That  the  feams  of  coal  which  are  now  worked 
at  Ne Wcallle  and  Sunderland,  are  equal  to  a  feam  oc 
bed  of  fifteen  oiiles  by  twenty  miles. 

II.  That  this  feam  is  at  lead  four  feet  and  a  half 
in  tbicknefs.  , 

III.  One  fizth  of  the  aboye  ment'roned  txtcnt  is 
fufficient  for  pillars,  &c.  in  the  mines. 

IV.  It  appears  by  trials  made  by  Dr,  Watfon, 
bifliop  of  LlandafT,  that  a  cubic  yard  of  coal  weighs 
one  ton,  or  ^o  cwts. 

Note,  the  Newcaftle  chaldron  (hould  be  according 
to  ad  of  parliament,  fifty  three  hundred  weight ;  and 
the  London  chaldron,  may  be  ftated  at  twenty-feven 
hundred  weiglrt, 
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I  fliall  next  give  the  annual  account  of  the  con- 
fumption  of  coals  from  the  Tyne  and  the  Wear, 
which  n)ay  be  as  follows  : 

Chalden. 
The  confumptioQ  of  fea^bome  coal  in  London!     ^_ 

UgeneraUy        '-        .  .        .  $    ^' 

Coaft-ways  at        -        -        -        -  •  700*000 

The  export  foreign  confuxnption  at  •  )50»ooo 

.    Confumed  at  Newcaftlet  Shields,  &  Sunderland   450,000 


Total  of  the  annual  confumption  of  coals 


otal  of  the  annual  confuxnption  of  coals  1 

r        .u  r  ^        '  h     i»300,ooo 

from  thefe  two  rivers  -  •         j 

The  number  of  tons  in  the  above  quantity,  taking 
the  chalder  at  27  cwt.  is  3,100,000. 

I  have  already  ftated  the  authority  of  Dr.  Watfon, 
that  a  ton  weight  of  coals  occupies  in  the  earth  the 
fpace  of  one  cubic  yard.  The  number  therefore  of 
cubic  yards  of  coals  confumed  annually  is  ^,100,000. 

The  furfaces  of  fo  many  cubic  yards  in  the  fquare 
mile,  are  3,067,600. 

Thefe  beds  or  feams  of  coal  are,  on  an  average  four 
feet  and  a  half  in  thicknefs,  which  encreafes  the 
above  number  of  cubic  yards  in  the  fquare  mile  by 
one  half  of  the  number  of  fquare  yards,  to  1,548,000. 

And  hence  the  fquare  mile  of  the  bed  or  feam  of 
coal,  I  am  defcribing,  contains 

Cubic  yards  and  tons  of  coal  -  -        4»  645,000 

A  deduction  of  one  fizth  for  pillars,  &c.  Soo^eoo 

The  number  of  tons  in  the  fcjuare  mile  is  39845,000 

I  have  already  ftated,  that  the  annual  confump* 
tion  of  coals  from  thefe  rivers  is  3,100,000  tons. 

It  therefore  appears  that  a  fquare  mile  is  a  fufficient 
fource  of  confumption  for  a  year  and  a  quarter.  I 
have  already  defcribed  the  length  and  breadth  of 
thefe  feams  of  c(^l,  as  coniiiling  of  twenty  miles  by 
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fifteen ;  making  an  area  of  three  hundred  fquarc 
miles,  and  confeqaently  a  fource  of  confumptjon  for 
three  hundred  and  feventy  five  years  ;  but  we  fhall 
ftate  it  as  low  as  three  hundred  years. 

The  diftridt  which  I  (hall  next  defcribe  as  a  fource 
of  confumption  of  coals,  is  that  from  Shields  to 
Whitehaven,  a  diftance  of  fully  eighty  miles.  That 
all  the  fpace  between  thefe  towns  is  full  of  coal 
equally  good,  and  three  times  more  plentiful  than 
that  I  have  already  defcribed,  are  fa£ls  well  authen- 
ticated. 

After  a  train  of  curious  calculation,  the  author 
allerts,  that  in  this  new  diftridt  there  is  a  (lock  which 
will  employ  the  carriers  in  the  coal-trade,  and  the 
confuqiers  of  fea-borne  coal,  at  the  rate  of  the  quan- 
tity now  ufed,  and  a  fourth  more. 

During  at  leaft  .  .        •        •        •     600  jtvr% 

The  diftrid  1  fortnerlj  defcribed,  at        •  300  years 

Thefe  two  dillrids  .        .         900  years 

The  Irifti  faft  opening  their  mines,  they  may  leave 
at  leaft  one  half  of  the  fpace  laft-mentioned  to  be 
carried  along  with  the  Shields  and  Wearmouth  coals  ; 
fo  that  altogether  the  fupply  of  coals  fron\  thefe  two 
diftridts,  may  continue  fully  Twelve  Hundred  Tears.^* 
He  need  fcarcely  have  added,  "Since  this  is  demon- 
ftrably  true,  the  fears  of  a  fcartity  of  workable  coal 
are  without  foundation/' 

The  gentleman  adds,  that  "  cruel  would  that  go- 
vernment be,  that  would,  with  intolerable  impofts, 
dcprjve  mankind  of  fo  rich  a  fupply  of  an  efleptial 
neceffary  of  life,  which  is  prepared  for  them  by  the 
liberal  hand  of  a  ki  nd  Providence." 

To  the  obfervations  of  Mr.  Beaumont  and  of  thofe 
t:ontained  in  the  letters  addrefled  to  Mr.  Pitt,  we 
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fliall  very  (hortly  lay  before  our  readers  the  Tery  ici* 
forming  remarks  on  the  coaLtrade  by  Dr.  Macoab, 
and  with  thefe  we  (hall  conclude  our  account  of  this 
important  branch  of  commerce,  which  has  enriched 
Newcaftle,  and  raifed  it  to  that  condition  6f  increaf- 
ing  confequence  which  it  now  enjoys. 

The  learned  reviewers  juftly  obferve  in  the  intra. 
du€tion  to  their  ftridures  on  Dr.  Macnab*$  pamjdi- 
let,  *'  that,  in  the  opinion  of  that  enlightened 
writer,  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  in  his  Wealth  of  Nations, 
fofiil  coal  being  a  moft  eflential  article  of  domeftic 
commerce,  and  even  a  necejfary  of  life,  it  is  important 
to  have  all  the  circumftances  relative  to  it  well  un- 
derftood;  and  the  writer  who  ably  difcufles  tbi» 
branch  of  Internal  trade,  may  be  pronounced  to  be  a 
contributor  to  the  public  weal.'*  ••  Dr.  Macnab, 
(they  add)  appears  to  us  in  this  light ;  and  though  he 
may  be  fufpeded  of  leaning  fomewhat  to  the  fide  of 
the  coal-owners,  he  manifefts  fuch  a  real  knowledge 
of  the  fubjed,  that  he  muft  be  perufed  with  fatisfac- 
tion  and  advantage.'*  The  dodlor  takes  a  view 
of  both  ends  of  the  coal  trade,  although  bis  prin« 
cipal  obje€k  in  view  is  to  refift,  as  dangerous,  the 
opening  of  coal  mines  in  the  interior  parts  of  the 
kingdom  for  the  fupply'of  the  London  market;  and 
this  he  does  in  a  fpacious  train  of  reafoning  ;  which, 
however,  \*ill  not  fatisfy  every  reader's  judgment  to 
conviftion,  of  the  truth  of  his  pofitions. 

It  may  not  be  generally  underftood,  that  the  New- 
caftle  chaldron  fliould  weigh,  by  ad  of  parliament, 
53  cwt.  and  that  8  of  the  fe  chaldrons  are  equal  to  15 
London  pool  chaldrons  ;  but  it  is  likewife  true,  that 
the  chaldron  ultimately  delivered  to  the  confumer  is 
iliU  leTs  than  the  chaldron  in  the  pool  ;  and  that  this 

confufion 


j^etDc^file  upon  C)»ne.  48$ 


cnnfufion  in  the  ufe  of  the  term  muil  open  a  door  to 
deception  and  fraud. 

The  coaUtrade.  fays  our  author,  divides  itfelf  into 
three  leading  branches,  viz.  coal- mining,  the  carrying 
trade,  and  the  bufinefs  of  unloading,  buying,  felling, 
and  delivering 

On  the  firft  branch  he  gives  this  general  informa- 
tion. The  fu'iis  expended  in  boring,  finking,  drift- 
ing, purchafing  materials,  fuch  as  iron,  ropes,  &c. 
amount,  in  common,  from  fix  thoufand  to  forty  thou- 
land  pounds,  and  upwards,  on  each  colliery. 

This  ftatement  muft  imprcfs  an  idea  of  the  mag- 
nitude of  this  trade,  which  the  fubfequent  details  will 
confirm. 

By  Dr.  Macnab*s  calculations,  the  number  of  per- 
fons  employed  in,  and  dependent  on  the  coal-trade, 
on  the 

River  Tync  is        .-        -     '    -  -  •  38,475 

On  the  Wear        .        .        -  .         -  26,250 

64,725 

There  are,  fays  this  author,  upwards  of  fifty  col- 
lieries in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newcaftle  and  Sun- 
derland, 

The  capital  employed  in  which  be  dates  at       1,030,000 
In  (hipping  on  the  two  rivets  -         -  '       i»40o,ooo 

The  capital  employed  by  the  London  buyers         700,000 

Total  of  capital  employed        -  -  ;f'3»>30>ooo 

He  boldly  afl!erts,  that  the  coaUtrade  alone  ex- 
ceeds the  foreign  commerce,  and  in  the  number  of 
ftiips  annually  difcharged,  requires  double  the  num- 
ber of  craft  which  is  found  neceflTary  for  the  whole 
import  and  export  trade  of  the  river.  Two  the  ufand 
one  hundred  and  ninety  fix  barges,  averaging  about 
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thirty  three  tons  (amounting  in  the  whole  to  72,468 
tons)  are  chiefly  employed  in  the  coal  importation. 

Some  times,  he  adds,  abocit  ninety  colliers,  {coal 
fhips)  each  reqiiiring  on  an  average  thirteen  barges, 
are  difchatged  at  once ;  1170  coal  craft  wfll  theh  be 
laden  with  coals  in  different  parts  of  the  pool  at  the 
fame  time,  while  the  chief  part  of  the  remaining 
craft,  above,  and  below  the  bi*idge,  are  ufed  as  floating 
wafehoufes,  until  the  coals  can  be  difpofed  of. 

The  monthly  fapply  of  coals  for  the  metropolis,  is 
eftimated  at  300  cargoes,  of  220  chaldrons  each,  cr 
66,000  chaldrons.  It  is  therefore,  not  unlikely  that 
Jo,o6o  chaldrons  remain  expofed  to  depredations  ift 
open  craft  in  the  river,  all  the  year  round. 

The  defence  of  the  conduct  of  the  coal-owners  in 
entering  into  a  fort  of  combination,  employs  a  J)rinci# 
pal  (hare  of  Dr.  Macnab's  pamphlet,  and  which  he 
maintains  to  be  as  much  for  the  public  breriefit,  as  for 
that  of  the  individuals  concerned.  It  is  acknow- 
ledged, fays  he,  that  a  general  agreement  had  been 
entered  into  by  the  coal-owners  to  vend  only  a  pro- 
portionable quantity  of  coal  in  a  given  time,  for  each 
colliery  ;  and  the  doftor  contends  that  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  prop  up  the  coaUtrade  by  fuch  a  regulation, 
which  though  in  its  complexion  it  be  contrary  to 
law,  is  good  in  fpirit,  and  beneficial  in  its  eftifts. 

To  fupport  this  aflertion,  he  quotes  the  evidence  of 
Nathaniel  Clayton,  efq.  given  before  the  coal  commit* 
tee  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  whofe  evidence,  he 
adds,  was  the  moil  informing,  convincing,  and  clear 
of  all  that  were  given  on  that  momentous  bufinefs: 
For  thus  Mr.  Clayton  ftiongly  exprefles  himfelf :  **  I 
have  no  doubt  that  one  of  the  motives  which  led  to 
this  agreement,  was  the  fecuring  to  the  mine  adven- 
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turer,  an  adequate  profit  upon  that  adventure  ;  and 
I  aqi  equally  clear  that  the  public  have  been,  in 
the  final  result,  materially  benefited  by  the  operation 
of  theajgceement."  By  this  laft  aflertion,  Mr.  Clay- 
ton means  that  collieries  have  thus  been  worked,  and 
made  to  yield  ^  regular  fupply,  at  a  legitimate  price, 
which,  otherwife  mult  have  ^)een  abandoned  ;  and 
which,  if  once  loft,  could  never  be  refumed.  It 
is  indeed  obferved  by  all  writers  on  the  fabjed,  upon 
the  evidence  of  the  moft  intelligent  viewers  of  collie, 
ri^s,  that  when  they  are  once  loft,  or  abandoned,  they 
feldom  or  ever  are  regained. 

Having  in  a  fecond  pamphlet,  refumed  this  fub- 
jeft,  he  ftill  maintains,  that  although  there  are  abun- 
dance of  mines  of  coal  in  the  Internal  parts  of  the 
country,  yet  the  do<i!lor  rqfifts  the  idea  of  opening  a 
fupply  for  London  from  thefe  fourc^s.  Nor  doe^  he 
forget  the  powerful  argument  in  favour  of  the  north 
CQuntry  coal  trade,  that  it  is  the  great  nurfery  of  the 
Britiib  navy — a  confideration  which  will  pver  have 
«3  weight  with  the  legjflators  of  the  Britifti  nation, 

Haipiqg  now  attempted  a  full  and  diftinft  account 
of  thje  origin,  progreffi/i?  improvement,  an4  impor- 
tance of  commerce  ju  coal,  we  fhall  finilh  thi^  depa;:t- 
ment  of  our  hiftory  wi,th  pointing  out  the  manner  of 
attaining  this  valuable  foflil.  And  as  this  has  been  de- 
fcribed  with  great  accuracy  by  the  compilers  of  ^ h^ 
Edinburgh  Encyclopedia,  in  their  article**  Collijgries." 
we  (ball  give  it  in  th,c  words  of  thefe  ingenious  gen* 
tlemen. 

Borinj  and  Jinking. 

The  tools  of  borers  are  of  the  fimpleft  kind,  ^nd 
confiil  of  iron  rods,  each  between  three  and  four  feet 
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long,  and  about  an  inch  and  a  half  fquare,  with  a 
fcrew  (a  bed  and  what  fits  into  it)  at  each  end,  by 
which  they  are  united,  and  lengthened  out  as  the 
bole  increafes  in  its  depth.  The  chifel  is  about  eigh- 
teen inches  long,  and  two  and  a  half  broad  at  the  end, 
and  is  fixed  to  the  lowed  of  the  rods.  The  upper- 
moft  rod  is  furniflicd  with  an  eye,  wherein  to  infert 
a  piece  of  timber  for  an  handle  for  two  or  more  work- 
men to  take  hold  of  at  once.  Their  mode  of  opera- 
tion is  to  lift  up  the  rods  a  little,  and  then  let  them 
fall  again,  turning  them  at  the  fame  time  gently 
round :  by  a  continuance  of  this  motion  a  round  hole 
is  fretted  and  worn  by  degrees  through  the  hardeft 
ilrata. 

When  the  chifel  is  quite  blunted,  or  has  cut  down 
four  or  fix  inches,  the  rods  are  lifted  up,  either  alto- 
gether, if  there  be  convenience,  or  by  pieces,  when  a 
key  is  ufed  to  keep  the  rods  from  dropping  down  into 
the  hole,  they  then  being  either  loft,  or  recoverable 
only  with  great  labour.  The  chifel  is  fere  wed  off, 
and  the  wimple  or  fcoop  put  on.  This  being  put 
down  brings  up  afterwards  the  duft  or  pulverifed 
matter  of  the  ftratum,  through  which  the  chifel  has 
cut,  and  fhews  as  well  what  kind  of  matter  they  are 
boring  in  as  the  exaft  depth  thereof. 

The  flcilful  workmen,  however,  feel  eafilj,  and 
diftinguifh  the  forts  of  itrata  they  are  upon  by  the 
difliculty  or  facility  with  which  they  advance  down- 
wards. The  principal  part  of  the  borer's  art  depends 
on  keeping  the  hole  clean,  and  obferving  every  varia« 
tion  of  the  ftrata  with  care  and  attention. 

By  the  witnefs  of  the  rods  they  know  when  any 
feeder  of  water  is  pricked,  and  by  their  falling  down 
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as  it  were  without  any  labour,  when   they  are  upon 
an  old  wafte  or  colliery  that  has  been  wrought  before. 

This  is  an  art  of  the  utmoft  ufe  and  importance  to 
collieries ;  for  by  boring  previoufly  to  the  finking  of 
a  pit,  the  owner  procures  mod  eflential  data  where- 
on to  proceed,  being  informed  before  hand  of  the 
nature  of  the  earth,  minerals  and  waters  through 
which  he  has  to  pafs,  and  knowing  to  an  inch  or  fo 
how  deep  his  coal  lies,  as  well  as  its  quality,  and  the 
thicknefs  of  the  ftratum  or  bed.  The  boring  notes 
of  collieries  are  the  grand  arcana  of  the  coal-trade, 
and  fecrets  which  the  owners  by  no  means  chufe  to 
difcover  to  the  piying  eyes  of  the  curious  philofopher. 

No  Icafe  is  taken  of  any  ground  which  has  not 
previoufly  been  explored  by  boring.  The  boring  be- 
ing completed,  in  order  to  win  the  coals,  they  after- 
wards fink  what  is  called  the  fliaft  of  the  pit,  i.  e. 
the  narrow,  round,  perpendicular  paflTagc  into  the 
mine. 

The  inclination  or  dip  of  theftrata  is  found  to  hold 
every  where.  In  fome  *  placfes  it  varies  very  little 
from  the  level ;  in  others  very  coiifiderably  ;  and  in 
fome  fo  much  as  to  be  nearly  in  a  perpendicular  di- 
redion  :  but  whatever  degree  of  inclination  the  ftra- 
ta  have  to  the  horizon,  if  not  interrupted  by  dikes, 
hitches,  or  troubles,  they  are  always  found  to  lie  in 
the  firft  regular  manner  mentioned.  They  generally 
continue  upon  one  uniform  dip  until  they  are  broken 
or  difordered  by  a  dike,  hitch,  or  trouble,  by  which 
the  dip  is  often  altered,  fometimes  to  a  different  part 
of  the  horizon,  and  often  to  an  oppofite  point ;  fo 
that  on  the  fide  of  a  dike,  hitch,  or  trouble,  if  the 
ftrata  have  an  eall  dip,  on  the  other  fide  they  may 
havfc  an  eaft  rife,  which  is  a  weft  dip ;  and  in  general 
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any  coniiderable  alteration  in  the  dip  is  never  met 
with,  but  what  is  occafioned  by  the  circumftanccs 
laft  mentioned. 

It  is  very  obfervablc,  that  in  fomc  places  near 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  there  arc  four  different  ftrata 
or  feams  of  coals,  one  above  another,  at  confidcrable 
diftances. 

The  following  occurs  in  the  affidavits  of  viewers 
1722,  Sir  Robert  Raymond's  Report,  Walker  manor, 

**  In  Benwell,  Elfwick,  and  Fenhapi  collieries,  there 
have  been  before  the  working  thereof  certain  feams 
of  coals,  called  the  upper  main  coal,  the  metal  coal, 
the  ftone  coal,  and  the  main  coal/^ 

Hewing  coal  in  the  pit. 

In  the  progrefs  of  hewing  the  coal  from  its  bed, 
the  hewer  firfl  digs  as  far  as  he  c^q  into  the  bpttoip 
of  the  ftratum  ;  then  he  nooks  or  comers  oflf  the  p*rt 
meafured  out,  and  ^terwards  the  great  coals  come 
away  by  a  wedge  or  millet. 

The  wages  of  hewers  two  fliillings  and  eightpence 
for  hewing  every  fcore  or  twenty  corves  of  coali* 
This  a  good  workman  can  do  in  one  day. 

In  high  feams  or  flrata  the  cqals  are  drawn  by 
horfes  from  the  hewers  to  the  (haft  in  the  fledges  ;  in 
low  feams,  on  trams,  pulled  by  two  fmall  cords  called 
foams  by  a  boy  before,  and  pufhcd  on  at  the  fame 
time  by  another  boy  from  behind.  The  wages  of 
horfe  drivers  a  fliilling  per  day. 

The  overman's  office  is  to  go  through  the  pit  to 
view  the  places  where  the  men  have  wrought,  to 
fee  that  the  pit  is  clear  of  fulphur,  &c.  His  ufual 
wages  ten  fliillings  per  week,  whether  the  pits  work 
or  not.  The 
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The  'd€^puty  orerman  fuperlntends  the  pillars  of 
coal  that  nre  left  to  fupport  the  Yoof  of  the  pit,  to  fet 
up  ptrops  where  it  is  ioofe,  and  threatens  a  fall.  His 
ufual  pay  nine  fliillrngs  per  wecfk,  whether  the  pit 
works  or  not. 

It  is  the  onfetters  l)uiinefs  to  hang  on  the  corves 
upon  the  rope  to  be  drawn  up  the  Ihaft.  Wages 
one  ihilling  and  twopence  per  day. 

Ofhlitfls  and  foul  air  in  coal  mines. 

Of  the  foul  or  adulterated  air.  fo  often  troublefome 
in  collieries,  there  are  two  kinds,  the  black  damp  or 
ftyth,  which  is  of  a  fuffocating  nature;  and  the  in- 
flammable or  combuftible  damp.  lii  whatever  part 
of  any  colliery  a  conftant  fupply  or  circulation  of 
frefh  air  is  wanting,  there  feme  of  thefe  damps  exift 
accumulating  in  a  body,  and  become  noxious  or  fa- 
tal ;  and  wherever  there  is  a  good  circulation  of  frefli 
air,  they  cannot  accumulate,  being  mixed  with  and 
carried  away  by  the  ftream  of  air  as  fall  as  they  gene- 
rate, or  exhale  from  the  ftrata.  Upon  thefe  princi- 
ples are  founded  the  feveral  methods  of  ventilating  a 
colliery.  If  at  any  time  the  circulation  of  the  frefli 
,  air  is  not  brifk  enough,  then  a  large  lamp  of  fire  may 
be  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  pit,  which,  by  rarefy- 
ing the  air  there,  will  make  a  quicker  circulation. 

The  following  account  of  the  damps  is  preferved 
in  the  Life  of  Lord  Keeper  North,  and  is  dated 
1676  :  **  Damps  or  foul  air  kill  infenfibly  ;  finking 
another  pit,  that  the  air  may  not  ftagnate,  is  an  infal- 
lible remedy.  They  are  moft  in  very  hot  weather. 
An  infallible  trial  is  by  a  dog,  and  the  candles  fliew 
it.  They  fcem  to  be  heavy  fulphureous  air,  not  fit 
for  breath  j    and  I  have  heard  fome  fay,  that  they 
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would  fometimes  lie  in  the  midft  of  a  (haft,  and  the 
bottom  be  clear.  The  flame  of  a  .candle  will  not 
kindle  them  fo  foon  as  the  fnuff;  but  they  have  been 
kindled  by  the  ftriking  fire  with  a  tool. 

**  The  blaft  is  mighty  violent,  but  men  have  been 
faved  by  lying  flat  on  their  bellies/' 


Curious  engines  and  machines  for  raifing  the  coals. 

To  prevent  the  colliery  from  being  overflowed 
with  water,  and  confequently  lolt,  large  engines, 
which  are  worked  by  the  force  of  fteara  upon  the 
trueft  principles  of  pneumatics,  are  employed.  And 
it  is  ftriking  to  obferve  how  many  tons  of  water  are 
drawn  to  the  mouth  of  the  pit  in  a  few  minutes. 
The  mod  ingenious  of  thefe  fteam  engines  are  thofe 
of  an  improved  conftruclion,  invented  by  Mefl*.  Bol- 
ton and  Watt. 

The  machine  called  a  Gin,  which  raifeth  the  coals 
from  the  pit,  is  very  convenient,  and  is  worked  with 
ftout  horfes.  The  buckets  are  of  ofiers,  ftrongly 
bound  with  iron  They  contain  at  leaft  twelve  hun- 
dred weight  of  coal  each ;  and  as  the  one  afcends 
while  the  other  defcends,  one  of  them  arrives  at  the 
mouth  of  the  fbaft,  or  pit,  every  four  minutes.  When 
the  bucket  comes  up  a  fingle  man  receives  it ;  and* 
while  it  is  yet  fufpended,  be  places  it  upon  a  dray 
drawn  by  one  horfe.  He  then  unhooks  the  bucket, 
puts  an  empty  one  in  its  place,  and  conduds  the 
dray  to  a  fpot  fomewhat  elevated,  at  a  fliort  diftance, 
and  where  fome  boards  are  ereded  in  the  form  of  a 
fted.  The  duft  pafles  through  holes  while  the  larger 
pieces  of  coal  rolling  down  the  inclined  plane^  falls 
upon  the  ground  in  heaps,  on  the  outiide  of  it. 

It 
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It  might  be  expeded  that  it  would  require  a  great 
number  of  horfes  and  men  to  tvanfport  the  vaft  quan- 
tity of  coals  deilined  for  embarkation,  and  that  this 
operation  would  require  immenfc  expence.  But  art 
has  fuppHed  the  place  of  borfes»  and  even  rendered 
them  almoft  unneccffary.  The  following  is  the  fim. 
pie  and  ingenious  manner  in  which  this  ufefui  itn* 
provement  is  effeclcd. 

Roads,  which  have  nearly  an  infenfiblc  inclination^ 
are  formed  with  the  greateft  care,  and  continued  to 
the  place  where  the  veifels  are  loaded.  The  length 
of  thefe  rof?ds  is  frequently  feveral  miles. 

This  firrt  operation  being  completed,  two  lines  ex- 
adlly  parallel  are  traced  along  the  road  or  way,  at  the 
exadl  dillance  which  feparates  the  wheels  of  the  wag. 
gon  deftined  to  convey  the  coal ;  logs  of  hard  wood 
arc  laid  along  tliefe  two  parallel  lines,  firmly  fixed 
in  the  earth  with  ^ins,  and  their  furface  covered,  in 
many  places  with  plates  of  iron.  The  fuperior  parts 
of  thefe  planks  are  carefully  cut  into  a  kind  of  mould. 
ing,  which  is  well  rounded,  and  projedts  upwards. 
The  tbickncfs  of  thde  elevated  ledges  rautl  corref- 
pond  with  the  width  of  the  groove  in  the  waggon- 
wheels,  which  are  made  of  caft  iron,  and  hollowed  in 
the  manner  of  a  metal  pulley.  The  wheels  are  com- 
pletely caft  in  one  pi<^ce,  in  a  mould  from  which  the 
rim  comes  out  hollowed. 

The  moulding  is  well  greafed,  and  poliflied  by 
continu:il  friftion.  Large  four-wheeled  waggons, 
containing  eighty  hundred  weight  of  coal  each,  move 
along  the  inclined  plane,  by  the  laws  of  gravity, 
fometimes  without  the  he!p  of  a  fingle  horfe,  and 
proceed,  in  the  rear  of  each  other,  until  they  reach 
the  river.     A  perfon  iits  on  the  fore-part  of  the  wag- 
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gon,  with  his  foot  upon  a  ftrong  piece  of  wood,  called 
the  convoy^  and  that  moves  on  a  pividt,  which  rub- 
bing on  one  of  the  wheels,  he  can  encreafe  or  dimi- 
nifli  the  velocity  at  pleafure,  while  the  horfe  deftined 
to  draw  back  the  empty  waggon  for  a  frefh  cargo, 
walks  behind.  When  the  waggon  comes  to  the  trap 
in  the  platform  of  the  ftaitb,  its  bottom,  by  a  ftroke 
or  two,  is  opened,  when  by  a  funnel  it  difcharges  its 
contents  with  great  noife  and  dull  into  the  ihip*s 
hold  or  keel,  placed  below  to  receive  their  loading. 
This  ingenious  contrivance  is  as  expeditious  as  it  is 
economical,  and  foon  indemnifies  the  proprietors  for 
money  advanced  in  conftrufting  thefe  ways,  over 
dfrep  hollows,  levelling  heights,  and  forming  them  for 
miles  together  into  an  inclined  plane. 

In  foine  other  ways  no  Horfes  are  employed  at  all, 
as  the  declenlion  of  the  loaded  waggon  towards  the 
river  draws  up  a  light  one  on  anotlier  diredion.  This 
economy  and  expedition  en-able  the  Englilh  (fays 
St.  Fond)  to  export  their  rich  and  valuable  coals  to 
all  the  ports  ot  France  and  the  Mediterranean  cheap- 
er than  they  can  their  own  coals,  three  or  four  miles 
by  land  carriage. 

Coke. 

The  immenfe  quantities  of  fmall  coal,  w*hich 
would  prove  a  nuifance  in  other  countries,  is  con- 
verted, by  the  adlive  ingenuity  of  the  people  of  New- 
caftle,  to  a  valuable  purpofe ;  and  this  unfightly 
mafs  of  duft  is  rendered  by  the  adlion  of  fire  into  a 
fubflance  refembling  charcoal. 

The  procefs  is  fimply  this.  The  coal  duft  is  put 
into  a  kind  of  kiln,  which  is  firft  well  heated  with 
large  pieces  of  coal.     This  duft  then  coagulates  and 
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runs  into  a  mafs,  without  lofing  any  thing  except  its 
bitumen.  When  the  ignited  mafs  is  completely  red, 
large  pieces  of  it  are  pulled  out  with  iron  rakes  and 
laid  on  the  ground,  which  they  fcarcely  reach  before 
they  are  cooled  and  extinguiflied.  Thefe  pieces  are 
firm,  though  porous,  and  are  exceedingly  well  adapt- 
ed not  only  for  chamber  fires,  but,  what  in  this  com- 
mercial country  is  much  more  important,  for  fmelt- 
ing  iron  ore  in  high  furnaces.  This  ingenious  con- 
trivance  has  given  birth  to  feveral  new  branches  of 
induftry  and  commerce. 

The  coal  thus  prepared  is  called  in  England,  Coke, 
and  is  ufed  in  great  numbers  of  mdnuFaclories  as  a 
fubftitute  for  charcoal,  to  which  it  is  in  mod  inllances 
much  fuperior,  producing  a  ftronger,  more  equals 
and  longer  continued  heat..  It  faves  timber,  oak, 
and  other  valuable  wood.  Foreign  nations  are  fup- 
plied  with  grindftones,  cinders,  or  coke,  all  from  be- 
low bridge 

The  induftry  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newcaflle  (fays 
St.  Fond)  is  fo  adive,  that  they  turn  into  fome  ufe 
every  objed  that  prefents  itfelf.  They  have  even 
turned  into  profit  the  pyrites,  or  brafles,  which  injure 
the  qualities  of  the  coal ;  and  by  a  fimple  procefs 
make  from  them  large  quantities  of  vitriol  for  home 
and  foreign  confumption  ;  but  the  mode  of  condudl* 
ing  the  procefs  is  too  tedious  to  detail  here ;  befides, 
it  is  well  known  to  moll  of  our  readers. 


•«— »i<*MMa*aii 


MANUFACTORIES 

In  Newcqftle^  and  on  tbe  hanks  Jt%f  the  river  Tyne. 

To'a  lover  ofmankind,  no  object' is. more  plealing 
than  to  behold  the  induftry  of  rrian  exercifed  in  ma- 
nufactories 
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nufaftories  of  various  kinds.  Thcfe  operations  pro- 
vide for  our  wants  and  conveniences,  and  fupply  us 
with  the  elegancies  of  life.  Such  prodigies  of  in- 
duftry,  are  owing  to  the  united  efforts  of  men  ;  Ihey 
have  alfo  highly  contributed  to  the  expanfion  of  the 
powersof  the  human  mind.  But  before  they  have 
arrived  at  that  pitch  of  perfection  to  which  they  have 
attained,  they  muft  have  pafled  through  a  thoufand 
cflays,  and  a  thoufand  obfcarities,  which  announced, 
that  their  progrefs  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  hu- 
man  mind,  which  proceeds  by  fmall  Heps,  in  the  path 
of  difcovery.  We  likewife  fee  the  manner  in  which 
different  nations  exercife  the  fame  art,  by  various 
procefles  in  various  operations.  But  fcarcely  any 
^vhcre  can  the  ufeful  arts  of  life  be  feen  with  more 
intereft,  than  in  the  fubjeft  of  our  prefent  hiftory. 
And  all  this  in  a  great  meafuie,  depending  upon  the 
igreat  abundance  of  cxctillent  coal  with  which  tlie 
adjacent  country  abounds.  And  although  it  may  bt 
deemed  a  little  extraneous,  yet  as  it  is  a  rcmatk  from 
Dr.  Franklin,  that  friend  of  the  whole  human  race, 
we  fliall  here  infert  it. 

That  learned  man,  in  a  converfation  with  fome  in- 
telligent Americans,  obfervcd,  *'  It  cannot  be 
doubted  that  it  is  owing  to  the  coaUmines  that  fuch 
fcenes  of  aftivity  and  bufinefs  every  where  prefent 
themfelves  to  our  pleafing  aflonilbment  in  Britain. 
I  have  travelled  much  in  Italy  and  France ;  and 
when  I  paiTed  through  the  latter  country,  in  the 
midft  of  winter,  1  obferved  with  forrow,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  feveral  provinces  were  in  the  greateft 
diftrefs,  ot\  account  of  the  want  of  fuel  The  ef- 
fedt  of  cold  was  fuch,  that  whole  families  were  obliged 
to  retire  to  their  beds,  where  they  remained  in  a  fiate 
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of  torpor,  unable  to  labour,  and  confumed  in  a  few 
days  all  their  little  earnings.  1  need  not  add  that 
their  manufa<aorics  languilhed,  and  the  ftreets  were 
crowded  with  (hivering  beggars  1" 

How  different  in  England,  where  their  winters  are 
much  longer,  though  lefs  levere,  than  in  the  north  of 

France. 

The  EngUfh  peafani,  placed  befide  a  good  fire, 
which  at  once  lights  and  warms  his  cottage,  finds 
hitnfclf  happy  and  comfortable.  The  father  prepares 
his  inftruraents  of  hulbandry,  for  the  enfuing  fpring  ; 
his  fons  affift  him ;  his  daughters  fpin  wool  or  cotton ; 
the  mother  manages  the  affairs  of  the  family  ;  and  as 
the  blazing  fire  is  kept  up  during  the  whole  night, 
their  labour  is  prolonged  in  defiance  of  the  climate. 
In  their  manufactories,  whether  in  town,  or  in  the 
<!ountry,  the  fame  alacrity  prevails.  The  artixan 
never  fuffers  from  cold,  and  is  exempt  from  all  the 
rigours  and  difeafes  of  the  winter.  Thus  that  feafon, 
vfakh  in  other  countries  is,  in  general,  fo  fatal  to  in- 
daftfy,  does  not  diminifh  the  labour  of  the  people  of 
£ngland  ;  and  the  neceflary  confequence  of  a  great 
mafs  of  population,  oonftaotly  employed  in  purfuits 
of  commerce^  and  of  manufadures,  is  an  encreafe  of 
u^alth,  equally  advantageous  to  the  ftatc,  and  to  iil- 
dividuals. 

Iron  manufadlories. 

Iron,  fays  Abbe  Raynal,  is  the  mofl  ufeful  of  all 
metals.  Gold  and  filver  are  valuable  as  a  circulating 
medium,  and  reprefent  the  imaginary  value  of  the 
neceflkries  of  life ;  but  iron  cultivates  the  ground,  and 
arms*  the  hand  of  the  artift  to  procure  thcTi  for  the 
ufc  of  man.    Our  furprizj  will  therefore  be  icfljncd, 
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when  Cook,  and^other  voyagers,  inform  us,  of  the 
avklity  with  which  the  iflanders  of  Otaheite,  and 
others  in  the  Southern  Ocean,  purchafed  a  knife,  and 
chiefly  an  axe,  at  the  expence  of  niany  hogs,  after 
they  became  acquainted  with  the  various  ufes  of  that 
implement.  Numerous  are  the  iron  woiks  in  New- 
callle  and  its  vicinity.  We  ftiall  begin  with  the  iron 
and  fteel  raanufadlory  in  Swalwell,  about  four  miles 
above  that  town. 

Tbis  is  the  greateft  on   the  whole  eictent  of  the 

Tyne,  and  ig  a  ftriking  proof  of  what  the  genius  of 

of  one  man  can  effcdl  iu  a  free  country.     The  name 

of  this  wonderful  churafter,  was  Ambrofe  Crowley. 

From  the  condition  of  a  common  blackfmith,  he,  by 

tlie  vigour  of  his  mind,  planned  and   executed  the 

moll  furprizing  inventions  for  hammering,  flitting, 

and  in  a  word  converting  iron  and  Heel  into  all  forms, 

and  ufeful  implements,  whether  for  the  field  or  the 

manufadory.     In  Swallwell,  Winlat6p,  ^nd  feveral 

towns,  all  reared  by  Mr,  Crowley,  arc  made  by  many 

hundreds  of  fmiths,  all  the  tools  for  huibandry  for  our 

Welt  Indies,  mattocks,  admirable  fpades,  hoes,  &c. 

Here,  in  huge  furnaces,  are  formed  anchors  of  vaft 

iize,  chains  of  prodigious  magnitude  for  our  (hips  of 

war,  EaR  Indiamen,  and  all  Europe-;    while  ufeful 

injplements  of  houfehold  furniture  are  here  glancing 

to  the  aftoniftied  fight  of  the  curious  ftranger,  who 

never  fails  to  vifit  thofe  vaft  and  furprizing  works  of 

invention  and  ufefulnefe. 

But  the  genius  of  Mr.  Crowley  extended  to  the 
knowledge  of  man  as  well  as  to  that  of  metals,  and  of 
the  mechanic  powers  to  ti-ansform  the  laft  ;  be  well 
knew,  that  a  number  of  men,  working  over  fierce, 
huge  fires,  which  naturally  inflame  their  blood,  and 
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occafion  a  kind  of  impatience,  and  ferocity  of  tem- 
per, upon  little  provocation  would  be  inclined  to  dif- 
cord,  and  quarrels.  To  prevent  which  this  difcern- 
ing  man  drew  up  himfelf  a  code  of  regulations  for  the 
conduft  of  all  his  people,  planned  with  fuch  wifdom, 
as  would  do  honour  to  the  mod  enlightened  legifla- 
tors,  and,  which  he  rigouroufly  made  to  beobferved. 
He  knew  that  religion  of  all  other  means  is  the  bell 
calculated  to  civilize  the  mind,  and  upon  the  bell 
principles  to  be  obedient  and  fubmiflSve  to  their  fu- 
periors,  who  wifli  to  promote  their  beft  interefts.  He 
therefore  built  a  handfome  chapel,  and  gave  a  clergy- 
man a  decent  fallary  for  performing  the  facred  duties 
of  religion  among  his  numerous  and  ingenious  artifts. 
To  this  he  endowed  a  free-fchool  for  the  education  of 
their  children.  He  likewife  built  an  aflylum  in  the 
form  of  a  fquare  to  ferve  as  a  quiet  retreat  for  his 
aged  fervants,  with  an  <^llowance  to  make  their  lives 
eafy,  when  not  able  to  ply  the  thundering  hammer, 
or  to  turn  the  hiffing  brand  no  more. 

Thefe  admirable  regulations,  which  ftill  exift,  are 
attended  with  the  moft  falutary  effeAs.  Every  man, 
(or  at  leaft  many)  has  a  (hop  and  tools  allowed  him, 
by  himfelf,  as  he  works  fo  l?e  gains ;  and  as  the 
rules  hang  over  him,  if  he  wilfully  tranfgrefles  them, 
every  thing  is  conducted  with  fuch  order  and  regula- 
rity that  is  fcldom  to  be  found  among  fuch  a  vaft 
body  of  aftive  and  vigorous  men.  Their  earnings  are 
various  ;  but  as  every  man  is  confined  to  one  branch, 
they,  in  general,  acquire  fuch  a  facility  and  expedi- 
tion in  their  rcfpedive  departments,  that,  it  is  faid, 
they  can,  with  eafe,  earn  from  one  to  two  guineas, 
and  fomc  three  a-week ;  beiides  which,  they  all  have 
a  convenient  houfe,  plenty  of  fire*coal,  and  a  fmall 
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plot  of  ground  for  a  garden,  which  they  cultivate 
with  lingular  neatnefs. 

The  iron  imported  from  Sweden,  America,  &c.  is 
faid,  by  the  lingular  addrefs  of  the  great  founder  of 
tbefe  works,  to  come  to  Swalwell  free  of  water  aod 
other  corporation  dues,  as  Mr.  Crowley  was  not  a 
freemen,  and  fo  was  liable  to  pay  them.  However 
that,  be,  we  find  in  the  common-council  books  of 
N^wcaftle,  dated  July  23,  1694,  mention  majde  of 
Crowley's  faftory,  in  Swalwell ;  in  which  Mr  Am- 
brofe  Crowley  agreed  to  pay  the  corporation  of  New- 
caftle  fix  pounds  thirteen  (hillings  and  fourpence  per 
annum,  for  bis  exemption  from  toil,  and  ofher  privi- 
leges, concerning  the  management  of  that  factory. 

The  goods  majiufadured  at  Swalwell  are  conveyed 
to  London  in  fliips  belonging  to  the  company,  and 
are  depofited  in  large  warehouies,  from  whence  thofc 
for  the  ufe  of  government  are  conveyed  to  the  dock- 
yards, others  to  the  Eaft  and  Weft-lndies,  and  to 
molt  parts  of  the  world.  The  time  of  war  is  the 
golden  feaf(m  to  this  opulent  manufadory ;  and  in 
no  former  war  did  the  proprietors  reap  more  advan* 
tage  than  in  that  now  terminated.  Diu-ing  the  late 
years  of  real,  and  not  a  little  of  artificial  fcarcity,  the 
proprietors  allowed  their  fervants  rye  meal,  flour,  fitc. 
at  a  very  reduced  price. 

We  have  been  the  more  full  in  our  account  of 
this  important  manufadory,  as  it  is  ingenious  in  the 
contrivance  of  all  its  parts,  highly  favoured  by  it* 
local  fituation  for  water  to  drive  the  huge  wheels,  and 
abundarKe  of  cheap  coals  to  fupply  their  numerous 
furnaces. 

Nearly  oppofite.  to  Swalwell^  is  the  pleafant  vil- 
lage of  Lemmington.    It  is  fituated  in  a  peninfola, 
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the  river  from  Newburn  taking  firft  a  direiftion  fou^h- 
caft,  returns  again,  after  paffing  Stella,  nearly  north>P 
vreft,  forming  the  peninfula  we  now  mentioned.  It 
is  here  that  laft  year  was  ereded  a  foundery  for  cad- 
iron,  and  extrafting  it,  by  the  action  of  fire,  in 
large  furnaces,  from  iron-ftone. 

The  company  are  of  the  firft  refpeftability,  and  it 
is  faid  have  embarked  in  the  enterprize  above  an 
hundred  thoufand  pounds.  To  fecure  at  all  times  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  iron-ftone,  they  have  not  only 
engaged  ground  in  various  parts  which  abound  with 
it,  but  they  have  alfo  purchafcd,  it  is  faid,  an  eftate 
in  York/hire,  near  Robinhood*s  Bay,  which  contains 
vaft  quantities  of  iron-ftone  of  the  very  beft  quality, 
from  which  they  expeft  to  extrad  iron  and  fteel  per- 
fe<ftly  malleable  and  ductile  ;  fo  as  not  only  to  ferve 
all  the  iron  forges  and  manufactories  in  that  valuable 
metal  at  Swalwell,  New  Greenwich,  and  all  others 
on  the  river,  but  to  export  large  quantities. 

It  is  faid  that  the  proprietors  intend,  upon  the 
plan  of  the  Carron  manuifadtory,  to  extend  theirs 
to  every  branch  of  hammered  work,  from  an  an- 
chor to  a  needle,  as  they  find  the  fmelted  metal  fa- 
vourable for  their  urrdertaking.  Nor  would  we  at 
all  wonder  if  gentlemen,  fuch  as  Meflrs  Fifhwick, 
Gibfon,  8tc.  of  fo  much  profeflSonal  knowledge, 
ftiould  fucceed  in  adefign  fo  extenfive,  and  we  hope 
fo  beneficial  to  themfelves  and  the  country  at 
large.  Every  circumftance  is  inviting,  andthefita- 
ation  is  particularly  friendly  to  fuccefs.  Abundance 
of  coal,  a  fine  navigable  river,  the  Tyne,  wafliing 
the  walls  of  the  works,  which  not  only  ferves  now  at 
fmail  cxpence  to  tranfport  their  ftone   from  York- 
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fhire  in  a  floop,  but  will,  at  an  eafy  rate  carry  their 
manufadlured  goods  to  London.  And  fhould  the  in« 
tended  canal  (which  with  joy  we  hear  is  in  agitation 
afrefti  fince  the  peace)  be  efFeded,  Lemmington  may 
prove  one  of  the  moft  lively  and  wealthy  manufaftu- 
ring  towns  in  the  north  of  England. 

So  many  works  of  great  extent  and  magnitude,  in 
and  about  Newcaftle,  require  machinery  fuitable  to 
their  operation  whether  above,  or  below  the  ground. 
Accordingly,  we  find  many  founderies  for  caft-iron, 
and  large  manufactories  for  working  iron  with  the 
hammer. 

At  Skinner-burn,  below  the  infirmary,  there  is  a 
large  foundery  for  caft.iron,  principally  for  fupplying 
the  collieries  with  machines,  for  carrying  off  the  wa- 
ter from  the  feams  of  coal,  and  for  other  important 
purpofes  ih  this  principal  branch  of  commerce.  Can- 
non of  large  calibre  are  call  here  for  the  ufe  of  govern- 
ment,  and  for  exportation.  This  is  the  property  of 
Meflrs  Whinfield  and  Co. 

There  is  alfo  another  foundery  for  caft-iron  in  the 
Clofe,  belonging  to  Meffrs  Cookfon  and  Co. 

In  Sandgate,  at  the  Swerle,  is  a  foundery  for  caft- 
iron  carried  on  by  Meflis  Moffat  and  Co.  where  much 
buiinefs  is  done  in  that  branch. 

At  Bufy  Cottage,  about  a  mile  up  the  Oufe-bourn, 
is  a  large  manufactory  for  caft  and  hamm^ed  iron, 
the  property  of  Mr.  Malin  Soi-fbie. 

In  Pipewellgate  are  two  extenfive  founderies  of 
the  fame  kind,  where  cylinders,  wheels.  gcC  and  nu- 
merous other  branches  of  this  kind  of  manufadlure 
are  done;  the  wefternmoft  the  property  of  Mr.  Whin- 
field  i  that  towards  the  bridge  belongs  to  Mr.  Har- 
rison. 

Further 
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Further  down,  at  New  Greenwich,  there  is  a  very 
large  and  extenfive  catl-iron  work,  where  great  quan- 
tities of  cannon,  mortars,  balls,  &c.  for  the  ufe  of  go. 
vernment  are  made,  employing  a  great  number  of 
hands,  the  property  of  Meffls  Hawkes  and  Co, 
Another  of  the  fame  kind,  further  down  the  fame  fide 
of  the  river,  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Hawkes,  junior. 

The  manufadlories  for  hammered  iron,  in  Newcaf- 
tle  and  its  vicinity,  are  numerous,  and  fome  of  them 
extenfive.  Meflrs  Hawkes  and  Co.  employ,  next  to 
that  in  Swalwell  the  greateft  number  of  hands. 

Numerous  workmen  are  employed  in  fabricating 
with  the  hammer,  large  anchors,  chains,  bolts,  fpades, 
picks,  &c.  at  the  head  of  the  Bottle-bank,  Gatefliead, 
by  MeflTrs  Hawkes  and  Co.  in  Hillgate  by  Mr  William 
Row,  at  the  Milkmarket,  in  Sandgate,  and  at  the 
Oufcb-urn  bridge. 

The  plenty  and  cheapnefs  of  fmall  coal,  by  which 
the  furnaces  are  almoft  conftantly  kept  heated,  greatly 
contribute  to  enable  the  numerous  manufadlurers  to 
carry  on  their  various  branches  with  expedition,  and 
to*  great  advantage,  both  to  themfelves  and  to  the. 
public.  Should  the  new  and  extenfive  manufaftory 
at  Lemmington  for  extrading  malleable  iron  from 
iron-ore  fucceed,  and  fupply  the  numerous  forges  on 
the  Tyne,  vail  funis  of  money  will  be  faved,  which 
are  laid  out  on  bar  iron  from  America,  Sweden,  Ruf- 
fia,  and  other  foreign  countries. 

Lead  Works. 

The  fubfequent  account  of  the  lead  exported  from 

the  port  ©f  Tyne,  on  an  average  of  fix  years,  was 

taken  by  the  comptroller  of  this  port,  the  accuracy  of 

which  may  be  depended  upon. 

To 
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To  London,  and  other  ports  of  Great^'Britain,  76,800  pieces 
To  foreign  parts         .         .         ,       .*         .       17,530 

Total         ....       94,300  pieces. 
Weight,  at  I  cwt.  2  qrs.  per  piece,  7,072  tons  and  a  half. 

This  valuable  mineral,  lead,  is,  by  the  ingenuity  of 
the  people  here  converted  into  many  ufeful  branches 
of  trade.  Weft  from  Skinner- bourn  is  a  manufaciory 
for  making  white-lead,  one  of  the  moft  extenfive 
north  of  London;  and  where  there  was  not  a  (ingle 
hut  before  the  commencement  of  this  rich  and  ad- 
vantageous manufactory,  by  the  conftant  accefSon  of 
new  buildings,  it  has  now  the  appearance  of  a  conli- 
derable  village.  Here,  by  chemical  procefs,  vaft 
quantities  of  lead  are  converted  into  white  and  red 
lead,  fo  ufeful  in  forming  the  bafis  of  paints.  Thefe 
are  moftly  fent  to  London,  to  the  great  emolument  of 
the  proprietors,  Meflis.  Walkers,  Ward,  and  Co. 

At  the  fird  eftabliflmient  of  this  manufadory  it 
was  faid,  **  that  the  lead  of  the  weft  country  was  too 
foft;"  but. the  London  manufafturers  fay,  that  "it 
cannot  be  too  foft.'*  Would  it  not  be  a  curious  fub- 
jeft  of  enquiry,  whether  policy  or  a  real  want  of 
knowledge  in  that  bufinefs,  diftated  the  aflertion  ? — 
Indeed,  fuch  an  enquiry  might  with  eafc  be  transfer- 
red to  many  others.  It  might  be  given  as  a  reafon 
for  the  philofophic  inveftigator  of  manufadlories  be- 
ing fo  frequently  mfulted  with  **No  admittance  here 
without  leave,"  that  he  might  aflc  queftions  which 
would  difcover — not  the  knowledge,  but — the  igno- 
xance'of  the  proprietors. 

The  procefs  of  making  white  lead,  as  it  is  little 
known,  we  fliall  give  a  flight  (ketch  of  from  the  memo- 
randums of  a  friend  who  vifited  the  works  of  Meflis. 
Lancafter,  Bax,  and  EUil,  in  Southwark,  about  fix 
years  ago.  From 
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From  thefe  remarks  we  are  led  to  believe,  that  the 
firft  operation  is  melting  the  blue  lead  into  a  cafe  or 
mould,  nearly  two  feet  long  and  five  inches  traad, 
and  fo  thin,  that  it  may  with  convenience  roll  into 
a  round  roll,  and  thus  to  be  placed  in  the  pot  for  the 
blue  beds  :  near  a  jill  of  vinegar  is  poured  into  each 
of  thefe  pots;  they  are  made  in  the  middle  with  a  pro- 
je<ftion,'on  which  the  roll  is  put,  and  about  it  another 
piece  of  iheet  lead,  near  one  foot  acrofs ;  upon  this 
boards  are  placed,  above  them  horfe-dung,  and  this 
is  continued,  layer  upon  lay.'r,  until  they  have  arrived 
at  the  dellined  height.  (\V*^e  Wlieve  a  patent  has 
been  obtained  by  one  of  the  companies,  merely  for 
mixing  oak  bark  with  the  dung  !)  Thefe  rtrata  con* 
tinue  covered  for  about  three  months,  when  the 
boards,  on  being  removed,  have  the  appearance  of  a 
ftrong  corrofion,  from  the  acid  fteams  that  have 
efcaped  the  lead  :  by  this  time  a  thick  white-colour- 
ed incruftation  has  taken  place,  when  the  pieces  are 
thrown  together  into  a  large  receiver  full  of  water, 
and  about  two-thirds  up,  a  partition  running  acrofs, 
with  holes  in  it :  a  workman  then,  with  a  large  pole, 
and  a  ftrong  head  annexed  to  it,  ftirs,  beats,  and  breaks 
them ;  by  which  means  the  corroded  lead  divides 
and  falls  to  the  bottom  of  the  receiver*;  the  blue  lead 
is  taken  away,  melted,  and  undergoes  again  the  above 
operations.  The  white  hibitance  is  now  taken  to  the 
mill  and  ground  in  the  rough ;  it  is  done  in  a  horfe- 
mill,  with  four  horfes  :  (here  it  is  done  with  a  fire- 
engine)  : 


♦  The  introduftlon  of  water  here,  was  a  very  great  improve- 
mcnt  for  the  heahh  of  the  people  employed  In  the  works :  for- 
merly  it  was  done  dry,  aod  the.  lead  duft  got  upon  their  lungs. — 
From  the  peculiar  delcteriou&efs  of  this  metal,  in  any  (hape,  few 
then  lived  beyond  forty. 
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engine)  the  immediate  adt  of  grinding  is  condufted 
by  eight  large  peftle-like  pieces  of  metal  rolling  in 
mortars,  (as  the  fnuffis  ground  at  the  Leazes). 

Meffrs  Lancafter  and  Co.  fend  mod  of  their  manu- 
fadured  lead  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  their  eredion 
coft  about  15,0001. 

The  blue  beds  are  fo  called  from  the  lead  being 
here  put  in  its  blue  ftate.  It  was  dried,  not  in  ftoves, 
but  as  the  colour-manufafturers  dry  their  goods  in 
this  town  :  the  balls  or  lumps  are  placed  on  ihelves, 
open  to  the  aftion  of  the  air ;  in  which  ftate  it  was 
worth  about  eightpence  per  pound  wholefale, 

Thefe  gentlemen  brewed  their  own  vinegar  ;  and 
were  particular  in  their  declaration,  that  "  the  foftcr 
the  lead  the  better." 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  buildings  of  the  white  lead 
raanufaftory,  is  a  round  tower,  confifting  of  feveral 
ftories,  and  two  hundred  feet  in  height.  Strangers  in 
.  paffing  along  the  bridge,  in  viewing  this  lofty  column 
are  puzzled  in  their  conjectures  for  what  purpofe  it 
has  been  eredled ;  and  probably  content  themfelves 
with  thinking  that  it  has  been  built  in  commemora- 
tion of  fome  particular  perfon,  or  of  fome  fingular 
event.  But  a  commercial  people,  like  thofe  of  New- 
caftle,  know  better  how  to  lay  out  their  money,  and 
on  fomething  that  will  bring  it  in  again  with  advan- 
tage. 

This  tower  is  erected  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
lead  (hot,  which,  by  falling  from  fuch  a  height, 
forms  it  perfedlly  globular.  As  it  was  built  at  the 
expence  of  many  hundred  pounds,  and  anfwers  the 
expcdations  of  the  proprietors,  an  exclufive  patent 
was  obtained,  prohibiting  a  fimilar  eredlion,  for  a  li- 
mited time.     But  patent  rights  are  often  eluded ; 

and 
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and  fo  was  the  cafe  here ;  for  it  is  fuid  that  another 
company  have,  at  the  twentieth  part  of  the  expence, 
found  a  mode  of  cafting  (hot  equally  good,  if  not  by 
a  fimilar  ere<Sion,  yet,  which  anfwers  equally  well, 
by  dropping  the  melted  fhot  down  an  old  coal  pit, 
fitted  up  for  the  purpofe.  To  decide  whether  this  is 
an  infringement  on  the  primary  invention,  may  af- 
ford fome  amufement,  along  with  fome  guineas,  to 
the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe. 

But  although  this  be  the  mod  extenfive,  it  is  not 
the  only  lead  work  in  or  about  Newcaftle.  Meflrs 
Hind  and  Co.  have  one  of  a  (imilar  kind  on  Oufe- 
bourn  ;  another  belongs  to  MeiT.  Hopper  and  Monk* 
houfe  ;  a  third  to  ChriftopherBlackett,  efq.  a  fourth 
to  John  Erafmus  Blackett,  efq.  a  fifth  to  Meflrs 
Eafterby,  Hall,  and  Co.  at  Bill-quay.  At  all  thefe, 
moftly  new  eredlions,  much  bufinefs  is  done,  where, 
befides  white  and  red  lead  being  made,  litharge,  (that 
holds  a  diftinguiilied  place  in  the  Materia  Medica),  is 
alfo  prepared. 

Dry  Colour  ManufaSlones. 

There  are  feveral  of  thefe  in  Newcaftle  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tyne.  At  Paradife,  Meflrs  Gibfon  and 
Co.  have  a  very  extenfive  one  :  there  is  one  at  Oufe* 
bourn,  where  very  large  quantities  of  colours  are  ma- 
nufa£tured  both  for  home  confumption  and  for  ex- 
portation. 

The  numerous  colour-works  are  the  property  of 
Meflrs  Walkers,  Ward,  and  Co.  of  Meflrs  Hind  and 
James,  of  Campbell  and  Gibfon,  and  of  Mefl".  Brown 
and  Co. 

Refineriesn 
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Refineries. 

There  are  two  of  thefe,  for  extra6ling  gold  and  fil- 
ver  from  the  cinders  ufed  in  furnaces  of  the  workers 
in  thefe  precious  metals,  and  alfo  from  their  old  cru- 
cibles ;  one  at  the  Felling-fhore,  the  property  of  Mr. 
Crawford  ;  and  another  at  Bill-quay,  the  property  of 
Meflrs.  Surtees  and  Hall 

Thefe  rude  materials  are  purchafed  in  England, 
Holland,  and  France.  It  is  remarkable,  (fays  St. 
Fond)  that  the  cinders  brought  for  this  purpofe  from 
France  are  fuch  ias  have  already  paffed  through  the 
hands  of  the  refiners  in  that  country,  who  ufe  only 
wafting,  and  other  imperfeft  procefles,  by  which 
means  they  recover  only  part  of  the  gold  and  filver. 
In  Newcaftle,  however,  he  adds,  the  abundance  and 
cheapnefs  of  coal  enables  the  manufacturer  to  eitraft 
gold  and  filver  by  fufion,  in  reverberating  furnaces, 
which  are  very  ingenioufly  contrived.  In  that  of 
Mr.  D.  Crawford,  fays  the  fame  ingenious  philofopher, 
I  faw,  with  much  intereft,  other  furnaces  for  the  re- 
vivification of  the  calx  of  lead  and  copper.  He  pro-  ' 
cures  the  materials  for  this  operation  from  different 
parts  of  Europe*  by  purchafing  old  lead  pipes,  which 
have  remained  long  under  ground,  copper  which  has 
been  corroded,  and  old  cannon. 

Bars  of  gold  and  filver,  of  great  weight  and  value, 
have  been  extraftcd  by  thefe  powerful  furnaces,  from 
the  fweepings  of  filver  atid  gold  nianufaftbries  in 
Holland,  France,  Flanders,  and  Germany. 

Glafs  Works. 

Thefe,  next  to  the  coal-trade,  are  the  richeft  branch 
of  the  trade  of  Newcaftle  j  as  the  duty  to  govern - 

xnenty 
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ment,  from  glafs  alone,  is  reckoned  at  140 pool,  per 
annum*  As  this  branch  is  of  fuch  confequence,  not 
only  to  this  town,  but  to  all  nations,  we  requell  the 
permiflion  of  our  readers  to  lay  before  them  a  few 
obfervations  on  this  ingenious  invention. 

This  great  proof  of  human  ingenuity  feems  to 
have  been  impcrfedly  known  to  the  ancients. 
It  is  curious  to  obferve,  in  facred  writ,  that  upon 
conftrudling  the  various  apparatus  of  the  taber- 
nacle,  the  laver,  for  different  ablutions,  was  formed 
of  the  brazen  looking-glaffes  prefcnted  by  the  Ifrael- 
itifh  women  for  this  facred  purpofe.  By  this  it  i? 
evident^  that,  as  they  brought  thefe  with  them  from 
Egypt,  there  were  no  other  mirrors  ufed  at  that  re- 
mote period,  even  in  Egypt,  the  nurfery  of  arts  to 
the  reft  of  the  world. 

Glafs  takes  the  fmootheft  polifli  of  all  other  fur- 
fkces ;  of  it  are  formed  the  pureft  drinking  giafTes, 
and,  above  all,  it  is  the  moll  tranfparent  medium  by 
which  light  is  conveyed  into  our  dwellings. 

Glafs-*makers  are  faid  to  have  been  firft  brought 
from  France  into  England  A.  D.  674,  on  the  builds 
i«g  of  the  new  abbey  of  Wear  mouth,  a  few  miles 
diftant  from  the  river  Tyne.  The  finer  kinds  of 
glafies  were  firil  manufactured  at  Crutched-Friars,  in 
London,  A.  D.  1557.  The  fine  flint- glafs,  little  in- 
ferior to  that  of  Venice,  was  firft  made  in  the  Savoy- 
houfe,  in  the  Strand,  London }  and  the  firft  glafs. 
plates,  for  looHing-glafles  and  coach.glaiTes,  were 
made  at  Lambeth,  by  the  encouragement  of  the  duke 
of  Buckingham,  in  the  year  1673. 

It  feems  probable,  that  glafs- works  were  firft 
eredted  upon  the  river  Tyfie  about  the  year  i6iq, 
where  they  were  eftablifhed  by  Sir  Robert  Manfell, 

3  T  knight, 
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knight,  vice-admrral  of  England.  The  chcapncfe  of 
coal  at  this  place  is  given  as  the  reafon  that  chiefly 
induced  him  to  ered:  them  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from 
London. 

The  furious  bigotry  of  Pfarlip  king  of  Spain  in  the 
1 5th  century,  by  which,  and  by  the  bloody  pcrfccu- 
tion  of  the  inhuman  duke  of  Alva,  the  Netherlands 
were  bereft  of  their  moft  virtuous  and  opulent  citi- 
zens ;  and  multitudes  of  the  moft  ingenious  artifls  of 
thefe  rich  and  flourifhing  councries  fled  to  other  do- 
minions, carrying  their  curious  and  ufeful  arts  along 
with  them.     Queen  Elizabeth  fully   knew  how  to 
appreciate  fuch  a  valuable  acquifition,    and  not  only 
afforded  thefe  virtuous  exiles  art  afylum  in  her  do- 
minions,  but  gave  them  every  kind  of  encourage- 
ment  which   could   render   them  comfortable    and 
happy. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  three  leading  names  of 
thefe  ingenious  glafsmakers  are  the  Henzcls,  Tyzacks» 
and  Titeroys,  the  latter  of  which  is  now  extind ; 
but  the  Henzeb  and  Tyzacks  ftill  continue  to  pre- 
fide  over  the  working  part.  "  Indeed,  fays  Mr. 
Brand,  they  will  admit  none  of  any  other  name  to 
work  with  them."  Very  few  of  thfe  Tyzacks  are  now 
left,  and  almott  every  name  may  be  foond  in  thefe 
works  at  prefent. 

In  the  regifter  of  baptifms  of  All.Saint^,  to  which 
parifh  they  belong,  we  frequently  find  them  giving 
their  children  the  name  of  Peregrine;  reminding 
them  that  they  were  wanderers  by  violence  from 
their  native  land,  and  that  now  they  fojoumed  in  a 
ftrange  country.    . 

What  is  called  the  Mufliroom,  the  (ite  of  the  firit 
glafs^houfe&in  Newcaftk,  is  (by  the  records  of  the 
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common-council  books)  faid  to  be  a  parcel  of  ground 
at  St.  Lawrence  Shore,  containing  in  length  150 
yards,  or  thereabouts,  and  90  yards  in  breadth,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  feo  pounds,  and  the  toll  of  the  two 
glafs-houfes,  now  built  on  the  faid  ibore  be  alfo  let 
unto  faid  Edward  Harris  for  the  term  of  twenty-one 
years  at  the  yearly  rent  of  fifteen  pounds  for  each 
glafs-houfe.     A.  D.  1646. 

September  21,  167^,  there  was  an  order  of  com- 
mon-council to  grant  a  Icafe  to  Jacob  Henzel,  Wil- 
liam  Tizake,  and  Daniel  Titicry,  of  the  weftern 
glafe  houfes,  at  a  fixed  rent,  and  ttiat  faid  parties  bind 
themfelves  to  furnifli  the  glaziers  and  inhabitants 
with  glafs  at  a  certain  rate. 

A.  D.  lyfo  mention  occurs  of  a  glafs-houfe  at  the 
Clofe-gate. 

A.  D.  1737.  The  following  additional  glafs-houfes 
are  mentioned  in  the  common-council  books. 
•'  Broad  glafs-houfes,  called  Howden  and  South 
Shields  glafs-houfes ;  the  bottle-houfes,  called  Clofc- 
gate  bottle-houfes,  Weftern  bottle-houfc,  St.  Law- 
rence bottle-houfe.  Bill-quay  bottle.houfe ;  and  the 
flint  glafs-houfe  at  the  Clofe-gate." 

There  appears  to  have  been  conftantly  and  fully 
employed  on  the  river  Tyne  A.  D*  1772,  fixteen 
large  glafs- works,  viz-  one  for  plate  glafs  ;  three 
crown  glafs-houfes;  five  for  broad  or  common  win- 
do  w-glafs ;  two,  for  white  or  flint  glafs,  and  five 
bottle-houfes.  The  glafs  manufadured  in  thefe  h 
fent  to  moft  parts  of  tlie  world. 

Since  their  firft  inftitution,  thefe  glafs-works  have- 
been   wonderfully   improved.      Viewing  the  glafs- 
ware-houfes  in  the  Clofe,  the  eye  is  ftruck  in  behold- 
ing vaft  piles  and  arrangements  of  beautiful  vafes  of 
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cryilal,  or  white  glafs,  luftres,  &c.  The  artifts  who 
have  ferved  their  apprenticefliips  at  this  bufii\cfs,  earn 
two  or  three  guineas  a  week  with  eafe. 

Thefe  ingenious  inventions,  fo  numerous  on  the 
Tyne,  from  Lemmington  to  South  Shields,  ftrike  all 
ftrangers ;  and  certainly  the  expeditious  operations 
of  thefe  artifts  are  amongft  the  moft  interefting  ob- 
jefts  to  be  feen  at  Newcaftle. 

••  We  faw,"  fays  the  French  philofopher  St.  Fond, 
**  feveral  glafs-houfes  at  this  flouriftiing  place,  where 
window  glafs,  bottles,  decanters,  drinking  glaflfes,  gcC. 
are  made.  All  thefe  manufadories,  though  eftablifhed 
in  buildings  of  a  mean  appearance,  are  managed  with 
a  fimplicity  and  economy  which  cannot  be  too  much 
praifed. 

"  This  modeft  fimplicity  is  of  great  advantage  to  the 
country.  It  encourages  active  and  induftrious  men 
to  embark  in  trade,  who  would  othcrwife  be  unwil- 
ling  to  form  large  eflablifhmcnts,  being  alarmed  by 
the  expences,  which  extenfive  works  require,  when 
conftruded  on  a  magnificent  fcale. 

"  It  is  a  taftc  for  pomp  and  grandeur  which  almoft 
always  ruins  the  manufadurcs  of  France,  and  pre- 
vents thefe  new  ones  which  we  want  from  being 
eftabliftied.  Men  are  afraid  to  involve  themfelves  in 
ruinous  expences  for  niere  warehoufes  and  work* 
ihops. 

\ ''  It  muft  be  acknowledged'  that  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch,  are  more  prudent,  and  exhibit  examples  this 
way,  which  we  ought  to  imitate.  Splendid  and 
expenfive  architedlure  is  the  bane  of  eftablilhments 
of  this  kind.**  Thus  St.  Fond  e^^prcjBes  his  fenti- 
ments  on  the  Newcaftle  glafs-houfe?  with  which  we 
{hall  conclude  this  branch  of  trade. 

We 
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We  have  only  to  add,  that  thefe  extenfive  works 
are  carried  on  by  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  and 
Co.  Catherine  Henzell  and  Co.  J.  Shortridge  and 
Co.  Cookfon  and  Co.  feveral  houfes  are  the  property 
of  this  lad  opulent  and  long  eftablifhed  company. 

Potteries. 

Staffordfhire  has  long  carried  the  palm  for  the 
xnanufadlure  of  the  nioft  beautiful  pottery  ware,  foitic 
of  which  arrive  near  the  perfection  of  china,  or  porce- 
lain. In  the  hiftpry  of  the  ufeful  arts,  that  of  the 
potter  feems  of  griat  antiquity ;  and  its  practice  is 
probably  coeval  with  the  exiftence  of  mankind. 

A  very  extenfive  manufadory  of  pottery- ware  is 
carried  on  by  Mr.  Warburton,  at  Warburton-place, 
two  miles  fouth  of  Newcaftle ;  where  large  orders 
to  mod  parts  of  the  kingdom  are  executed,  and  fo- 
reign countries  fupplied  witl)  every  kind  ot  earthen- 
ware. 

Meifrs.  Head  and  Daltori  carry  on  a  fimilar  con* 
cern,  and  Meflrs.  Addifon  and  Falconar  have  another, 
at  Skinner-bourn. 

Mr  Yelloley  has  an  extenfive  raanufadory  of  this 
kind  at  the  Oufe-bourn,  where  vaft  quantities  of  eve- 
ry fpecies  of  pottery-work  is  executed. 

Another  pottery,  fimilar  to  thofe  mentioned,  is 
carried  on  by  Mr.  C.  F.  Jackfon, 

Roperies. 

In  a  trading-town,  like  Newcaftle,  which  employs 
fo  much  fliipping,  ropes,  cordage,  twine,  &c.  form  a 
material  article  of  trade. 

A  ropery,  for  manufadluring  cables  for  fliips,  cor- 
dage, &c.  is  carried  on  by  Mr.  John  Walker,  another 
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by  Mr.  Linlkill,  a  third  by  Mr.  Robert  Green ;  and 
a  large  one,  at  Howdon,  by  Meflrs,  Hurry.  But 
t!iat  which  is  of  the  greateft  extent,  and  does  moft 
bulinefs  in  rope-making,  is  the  patent  fteam-ropery, 
by  the  Meflrs.  Chapmans,at  Willington,  a  mile  above 
Howdon-dock. 
'     Another  ropery  belongs  to  Mr,  Thomas  Smith. 

Anthony  Hood,  efq.  and  Co.  have  a  large  ropery, 
where  the  cords  for  forming  the  cables  are  fpun  upon 
the  new  plan,  much  ftronger  and  fmoother  than  thofc 
by  hand. 

Another  ropery  belongs  to^r  Henry  Craraliugton, 
and  another  to  Meflrs.  Atkinfon  and  Rutherford. 

There  are  alfo  a  number  of  manufadurers  of  (hop- 
cord,  twine,  &c.  &c. 

There  are  feveral  failcloth-manufadlorics,  belong- 
ing to  Meflrs,  Kidds,  Harrifon,  &c.  in  this  town. 

GrindftoTUs. 

Grjndftone-quarries  are  numerous  in  the  Fell,  on 
the  fouth-lide  of  the  Tyne^  Vaft  quantities  arc  made 
from  thefe  quarries  :  and  although  Swalwell  great 
iron. works  employ  very  many  for  fharpening  the 
fpades,  hoes,  pick-hacks,  &c.  that  arc  intended  for 
exportation,  yet  thefe  bear  a  fmall  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  grindtlones  that  are  fliipped  for  Denmark, 

Norway,  Sweden,  and  other  foreign  countries. 

Stones  of  a  foft  texture,  for  the  furnaces  in  Sweden, 
are  aifo  exported  from  the  Felling-ftiore,  &c.  Info- 
much  that  *•  a  NcwcalUe  grindllon^  being  found  all 
over  the  world,"  is  a  proverbial  exprcflion. 

Whale- Oil  ManufaBories. 
Of  late  years  this  lucrative  branch  has  been  on  the 
decline  ;  though  feveral  ilups,  for  fome  fcafons  paft, 

have 


hare  returned  full.  The  produce  of  the  blubber, 
fins,  and  fpermaceti,  of  this  huge  aquatic  animal,  by 
the  induftry  of  the  manufafturers  in  Newcaftic,  are 
converted  to  many  valuable  purpofes,  and  were  for- 
merly more  advantageous  to  the  adventurers  in  this 
branch  of  traffic  than  at  prefent.  And  although  the 
operation  is  attended  with  a  very  rancid  fmell, 
yet  the  advantage  attending  the  bufinefs  has  been 
confidcrable  to  the  people  employed. 

CoaUTar, 

Extra£ling  of  tar  from  coal,  for.  overlaying  (hips, 
in  place  of  the  Norway  and  other  foreign  tar,  had 
been  in  fpeculation  for  many  years  in  this  country  ; 
yet,  we  believe,  the  prefent  ingenious  Lord  Dundo- 
nald  was  the  firft  who  offered  it  to  the  public  as  an 
article  of  traffic.  It  is  now  very  much  in  ufe,  efpe- 
cially  for  (hips  deftined  for  long  voyages  in  warm  cli* 
mates;  where  the  remora,  or  fucking-fifli,  hy  ftrik- 
ing  the  fliip,  often  proves  fatal  to  both  men  and  vef- 
fels.  It  is  faid,  that  (hips  payed  over  with  coal-tar 
are  rendered  proof  againft  the  perforations  of  that 
animal. 

A  diftillery  for  coal-tar,  at  St.  Peter's  quay,  is  con- 
duced by  Meffirs.  Row,  Humble,  and  King. 

At  the  fame  place  is  a  manufadory  for  lamp-black, 
belonging  to  MelTrs.  Row,  Oxiey,  and  Bamis. 

Copperas, 

On  both  fides  of  the  river  are  large  manufadtories 
for  copperas.  The  pyrites,  or  braflfes,  which  are 
hurtful  to  the  fale  of  the  coals,  are  carefully  feparatcd 
from  them,  amd,  by  a  procefs,  tedious  here  to  de- 
tail, the  copperas  is  formed ;  and  the  great  quan. 
titles  of  the  pyrites,  and  cheapnels  of  the  fmall  coal, 
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are  particularly  favourable  for  making  vaft  quantities 
of  this  article  in  our  neighbourhood. 

Refined  cppperas  is  made  chiefly  at  Walker,  by 
by  Meffrs.  George  Forfter  and  Co.  This  article  was 
brought  to  its  prefent  perfe6kLon  by  the  late  Mr. The. 
Barnes,  of  that  place  ;  a  gentleman,  whofe  ingenuity, 
as  a  viewer,  is  well  known  by  many  of  the  firft  farni* 
lies  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  counties ;  under 
wbofe  direction  the  inclined  plane  at  Benwell,  and 
many  other  works  of  public  utility,  were  executed. 

Sal  Jfnmoniac. 

Is  likewife  made  in  this  place,  for  various  purpofes, 
beiides  forming  a  part  of  the  materia  medica. 

Soda. 
Lord  Dund^nald  claims,  if  not  the  invention,  at 

leaft  the  bringing  to  perfeilion,  of  Soda.  This  excel- 
lent compofition  has  had  the  atteftation  of  the  prin-« 
cipal  dyers,  fullers,  bleachers,  &c.  in  Newcaftle  and 
vicinity,  as  ferving  excellent  purpofes  in  the  various 
branches  of  their  ufeful  and  neceflary  profefllons. 

Glue, 

So  neceflary  in  joinery  and  other  works,  is  made 
here  in  fmall  quantities,  and  that  of  a  very  inferior 
quality,  owing  to  the  imperfeft  Rate  of  the  knowledge 
of  its  ingredients  in  this  place. 

Of  the  mode  of  manufadluring  this  article  w  e  are 
favoured  with  a  few  hints  from  the  fame  intelligent 
friend  who  communicated  to  us  the  (ketch  of  the 
white-lead  manufacture. 

The  reafon  he  afligns  for  the  Newcaftle  glue  being 
fo  offenfive  to  the  fmell,  and  fo  foon  loiing  its  adhe- 
fi^enefs,  is,  that  it  is  made  principally  of  the  gelatL 
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nous  fubftance  ot  bones.    On  this  account,  the  manu- 
faftories  here  exhibit  the  appearance  almoft  of  chaf- 
nel-houfes,  being  equally  oftenGvc  to  the  fight  and 
the  fmell.    The  London  manufadlurers  allow  nothing 
of  that  kind  to  enter  into  the  compofiti^n  of  this  arti- 
cle.    The  parings  of  hides,  bought  up  in  London,  or 
imported  from  foreign,  and  the  pelts  obtained  from 
furriers,  are  the  materials  from  which  the  London 
glue  is  extradled.     Thefe,  after  being  as  well  freed 
from  greafe  as  poffible,  in  that  ftate,  are  dillplved,  by 
boiling  water,  in  a  large  brafs  caldron,  and  there  more 
completely  cleanfed,   after  being  diflblved,  by  alum 
or  lime  thrown  into  the  kettle :  during  boiling  it  is 
well  Ikimmed,  until  it  becomes  clear,  and  of  a  light 
brown  colour.      When  it  is  thought  to  be  ftrong 
enough,  (which  is  known  either  by  the  length  of  time 
a  certain  quantity  of  water  and  (kins  have  boiled,  or 
by  its  appearance  during  ebullition),  it  is  poured  in- 
to trays,  or  veffels  of  about  fix  feet  long,  one  broad, 
and  two  deep,  till  cold ;  when  it  is  fet,  i.  e.  aflumes  a 
jelly-like  form.     It  is  then  cut  out  of  the  trays  by  a 
fpade,  and  laid  (by  women)  on  a  table  ;  where  it  is 
cut  with  an  inftrument,  not  unhke  a  bow,  having  a 
brafs  wire  as  its  ftring.     Each  of  the  maflts  cut  out 
by  the  fpade  is  feparated,  by  this  inilrument,  into 
three  pieces.     When  the  women,  \fy  miftake,  cut  on- 
ly two,  that  which  is  double  the  iiz.e  is  called  a  hijbop^ 
and  doomed  to  be  melted  over  again. 

All  glue  that  has  got  froft,  or  looks  thick  and  black, 
may  be  melted  over  again  and  refined  ;  but  it  is  ge- 
nerally put  into  the  kettle,  after  what  is  in  it  has  been 
refined  and  thus  melted  over  again,  with  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  the  other  to  overcome  every  injury  it  may 
have  fuftained. 

3  U  Moveable 
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Moveable  flieds,  of  about  four  feet  fquare,  are 
ereded  in  the  yard  or  field  of  each  glue-raaker^s 
work-fliops ;  where  the  cakes,  after  being  cut  as  be- 
fore defcribed,  are  dried ;  there  is  nothing  that  is 
noxious  or  difagreeable  in  any  part  of  the^  procefs. 

A  great  deal  made  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Leeds, 
is  alfo  fold  under  the  name  of  London  glue. 

Quantities  of  this  is  exported ;  as  alfo  mod  of  the 
glue  made  here. 

Lintfeed  and  Rapefeed  Mills. 

There  are  feveral  in  and  about  Newcaftle.  Thefc 
oils,  when  duly  prepared,  ferve  many  valuable  pur- 
pofes,  as  in  mixingof  white  lead  and  other,  paints; 
while  the  cakes  from  which  the  oil  has  been  preffed, 
by  great  force,  are  ufed  as  food  for  domeflic  cattle, 
and  feed  them  in  a  wonderful  manner.  Thefe  oils 
,  are  exported  to  London,  and  even  to  foreign  parts. 

Soaperies. 

Of  this  valuable  branch  of  manufa6ture»  fo  condu- 
cive to  cleanlinefs,  and,  of  confeqifcnce,  to  health, 
great  quantities  are  made  in  Newcaftle. 

A  large  and  extenfive  foap-manufaftory  is  carried 
on  by  McfTrs.  Doubleday  and  Eafterby,  in  the 
eiofe  ;  who  export  great  quantities. 

Another,  upon  a  very  fmall  fcale,  is  carried  on  by 
Mr.  W.  Cathey,  in  Sandgate. 

The  many  laborious  ?nd  dirty  branches  of  bufincfs 
in  Newcaftle,  on  the  river,  above  and  below  ground, 
render  the  conftant  ufe  of  foap  indifpcnfably  nccef- 
laryN. 

Candle^. 
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Candles. 

This  fubftitute  for  natural  light  is  ufed  in  all  na- 
tions, and  in  none  more  than  in  the  northern  parts  of 
England.  But  in  Newcallle  and  its  numerous  works 
candles  are  ufed  in  vaft  qitantities.  Above  ground-- 
in cpmrnon  with  other  places,  and  below  ground-  in 
a  manner  peculiar  to  the  works,  which,  lying  fix  or 
feven  hundred  feet  below  the  furface,  were  never 
vifited  by  a  fingle  ray  of  the  fun.  Thoufands  of  men^ 
working  in  thefe  fubterraneous  regions,  black  and 
dark,  need  greatly  the  aid  of  candle-light.  Of  con- 
fequence,  we  may  fuppofe  that  many  candles  are 
made  here  for  this  particular  purpofe.  But  thofe 
ufed  in  the  coal-works  are  extremely  fmall,  thirty  or 
forty  in  the  pound,  called  by  colliers,  pk-winkies.—^ 
They  are  afraid  of  ufing  larger,  from  the  danger  of 
igniting  the  inflammable  air,  which  is  fometimes  the 
cafe,  and  is  attended  with  dreadful  confequences.— 
As  a  precaution,  both  viewers  and  pitmen,  in  palling 
through  the  waftes,  are  fupplied  with  fteel-mills, 
which,  by  their  motion,  ftrike  light  by  flint,  and  is 
not  fo  dangerous. 

There  are  many  candle-manufaftories  in  the  Clofe, 
Denton-chare,  Pilgrim-ftreet,  Low  Bridge,  Sandgate, 
&c.  The  gentlemen  of  the  excife  inform  us,  that  as 
the  confumpt  of  this  neceflary  in  life  is  fo  Rreat  in 
Newcaftle,  inftead  of  exporting,  many  candles  are 
brought  here  from  other  neighbouring  places. 

Sugar  Refineries. 

In  the  Clofe  is  a  fugar-houfe  which  was  eredcd  by 
the  late  Alderman  Fofter  and  Co.  and  is  dill  carried 
on  with  great  fuccefsby  MefirsRankins  and  Walton. 

3  U  2  ^      Theie 
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There  is  another  extenfive  one  at  the  head  of  the 
Broad-chare,  by  MeflVs  Rudraan,  Clarke,  and  Co. 

Sugars  are  now  brought  raw  from  the  VVcrft  Indies 
by  Graham  Clarke,  efq.  and  boiled  and  refined  in 
Newcaftle.  Why  might  not  this  article  be  imported 
by  other  men  of  property  ? 

Salt  Works. 

This  neceflary  of  life  is  not  manufafiured  at  New-» 
caftle,  the  Tyne  here  not  being  fufBciently  imprcg. 
nated  with  faline  particles ;  but  at  Shields  large 
quantities  are  made,  though  not  fo  much  as  formerly. 

The  mod  confiderable  at  prefent  are  Mr.  Jofeph 
Richnrdfon,  South  Shields,  Mr.  Ldward  Harvey,  do. 
Mr.  Fairies,  do.  and  one  at  Howden. 

But  the  mod  extraordinafy  fait  work  is  that  which 
is  at  Birtley,  about  fix  miles  from  the  Tyne,  and  nigh 
as  far  from  the  Wear.  It  is  a  fait  fpring  in  a  deep 
coal-pit  ftrongly  impregnated  with  faUne  particles ; 
and  from  which  water  great  quantities  of  fait  are 
made,  and  exported  from  Sunderland.  This  is  cer- 
tainly uncommon,  and  may  be  accounted  a  great  lo- 
cal natural  curiofity,  as  Birtley  Hands  at  a  great  ele- 
vation above  the  level  of  the  Tyne  and  the  Wear, 
and  yet  the  waters  of  this  fpring  are  foft  as  the  ocean 
itfelf,  and  naturalifis  fay  it  is  more  fo  than  the  fea  gff 
Tynemouth.  Man  knows  not  all  the  fecrets  of  na- 
ture— how  necefiary  then  for  him  to  difcover  them! 

Thefe  fait  works  at  Shields,  Hartley,  &,c.  have 
been  much  on  the  decline  for  years  paft,  fince 
the  ufe  of  rock  fait  came  fo  much  in  pradice.  The 
cxcife  duty  upon  this  neceflary  in  life  beiag  fo  enor- 
mous as  tenpence  or  more,  on  the  fliilling,  amounts 
almod  to  a  prohibition  on  its  manufa<^ure,  which  is  a 

great 
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great  difcouragement  to  the  filhing  trade,  where  cod, 
and  other  large  fifties  arc  cured  for  tranfportation. 

It  is  recorded,  that  during  the  great  plague  which 
fwept  away  fome  thoufunds  of  peilbns,  at  Ncwcaille, 
few  died  who  lived  near  the  fait  works  at  Shields. 

Salmon. 

The  Tyne  has  long  been  famous  for  this  mofl  deli- 
cious  fpecics  of  fifti.  Even  the  prodigious  quantities 
caught  at  Berwick,  are  denominated  Newcaille  lal- 
mon  at  London,  ScC  Here  are  many  fidieries  on  the 
Tyne,  and  in  fome  feafons  very  productive.  From 
Hedwin  Streams  to  Sparhawk,  we  find  fiflienes  for 
falmon  in  feveral  turns  of  the  river.  The  fifli  are 
expofed  for  fale  on  the  Sandhill  at  the  Maifon  Dieu  ; 
while. the  greateft  part  are  pickled,  kitted,  and  ex- 
ported, many  thoufands  in  a  feafon.  But  during  the 
late  war,  the  price  of  this  filh  has  been  fo  exorbitant, 
(being  from  one  fhilling  to  two  fhillings  per  pound^ 
that  like  the  unbelieving  lord  in  fcripture,  the  people 
of  Newcaftleyjftf  it  with  tbeir  eyes^  but  do  not  tafle  it. 

Corks. 

Thefe  are  made  in  great  quantities  here.  The  mod 
oontiderable  of  the  manufa&ories  are  Mr.  Richard 
Graham,  in  the  Side,  &c. 

The  towns  and  villages,  for  fixty  miles  round,  are 
fupplied  with  corks,  bungs,  ^c.  from  this  town. 

Bricks  and  Tiles. 

The  houfes  and  the  numerous  manufadlories  in  Eng- 
land are  built  of  bricks,  and  covered,  for  the  moil  part, 
with  tiles.  This  occafions  large  quantities  of  both  to 
be  made.     As  the  grounds  about  Newcaftle  abound 
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in  clay  on  the  furface,  and  coal  below,  the  manufac- 
ture of  bricks  and  tiles  is  a  great  article  of  bufinefs. 
Of  confequence,  vaft  quantities  on  both  fides  of  the 
Tyne,  are  manufaftured,  both  for  home  confuraption 
and  exportation,  but  chiefly  to  London. 

The  French  philofopher  St.  Fond,  whom  we  have 
fo  often  quoted  with  pleafure,  fays,  **  The  beautiful 
river  the  Tyne  is  rendered  highly  interefting  by  the 
variety  of  the  manufadures  carried  on  upon  its 
banks.  The  man ufafturers  of  thofe,  however,  com- 
plain of  the  almoft  intollerable  duties  laid  by  go- 
Tcrnraent  on  thefe  ncceffaries  for  building,  which  has 
greatly  difcouraged  people  of  property  from  embark* 
ing  in  this  formerly  flouriftiing  branch  of  bufinefs. 
But  how  do  complainants  imagine  that  the  intereft 
of  nigh  five  hundred  millions  of  national  debt  can 
be  paid,  but  by  fuch  taxes,  and  thofe  on  paper»  malt, 
hops,  fait,  &c.  ? 

Boots  and  Shoes. 

Large  demands  have  been  made  for  thefe  ufeful 
articles  from  America,  and  the  Weft  Indies,  which 
employed  many  workmen  before  the  war,  for  making 
boots  and  flioes  in  Newcaftle.  It  is  hoped  peace  will 
encreafe  the  demand  to  thefe  fiourifhing  places  of  the 
new  world. 

Leather  Breeches  and  Gloves. 

Thefe  articles  of  drefs  are  manufactured  in  New- 
caftle by  Meflrs  Bilton,  Brunton,  and  others.  Many 
gloves  are  brought  from  Hexham  to  Newcaftle, 
where,  from  their  cheapnefs,  they  have  a  ready 
market. 

Tanners, 
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Tanners. 

There  are  many  of  thefe  in  Newcaftle,  who  do 
much  bufinefs  both  for  tanning  and  currying  leather. 
Alderman  Yielder  in  Low  Friar-chare  has  a  large 
yard  for  tanning.  Mefllrs  Hunter,  Richardfon,  and 
others  carry  on  this  lucrative  branch  of  bufinefs; 
fupplying,  at  the  great  fair  on  St.  Luke's,  many  lea- 
ther-fellers from  diftant  parts.  Many  mofl  elfential 
improvements  might  be  made  in  this  bufinefs,  which 
are  entirely  fruftrated  by  legal  interference. 

Linen  ManufaElories. 

There  are  a  few  of  thefe  in  Newcaftle,  where 
not  only  plain  linen  is  wrought,  but  diapers,  &c. 
are  manufadlured  by  Mr.  Young,  Low  Friarchare, 
and  a  few  other  weavers  in  various  parts  of  the 
town. 

Corn  and  Flour  Mills. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  flourilhing  town  of  Newcaf- 
tle amounting,  it  is  fuppofed,  to  near  feventy  thoufand, 
and  the  adjacent  towns  and  villages  being  fo  well 
peopled,  the  workmen  and  labourers,  from  their 
hardy  employments,  on  water,  above  and  below 
ground,  require  good  food,  efpecially  bread  and 
flelh  meat.  They  will  have  it,  they  get  it,  and 
they  deferve  it.  The  ufeful  and  hardy  kaclman  has 
no  notion  of  going  on  board  his  keel  till  his  baiket  is 
ftored  with  a  good  joint  and  a  fubftantial  well  baked 
loaf,  generally  of  the  beft  flour.  The  fame  mode  of 
living  is  followed  by  the  pitman,  waggonmen,  gcc 
They  live  on  the  beft,  and  no  one  will  deny  that  they 
have  a  right  to  enjoy  it. 

This 
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This  creates  a  vaft  confumption  of  flour,  which  is 
generally  prepared  in  the  household  manner. 

The  number  of  wind,  water,  and  fteam-mills,  for 
making  flour,  rye^  oat^  and  barley-meal,  in  and  aboat 
Newcaftle,  from  whence  the  numerous  flour-ihops  in 
town  and  country  are  fupplied,  is  probably  greater 
than  that  of  any  fingle  town  in  the  kingdom. 

The  windmills  above  Gatefhead,  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  town-moor,  and  indeed  all  over  the  country, 
are  numerous;  and,  when  the  wind  is  favourable, 
they  are  all  employed. 

There  are  alfo  feveral  (team-engines,  for  grinding 
corn.  Thefe^  upon  trial,  have  been  found  fo  far  to 
furpafs  all  other  kinds,  for  their  wonderful  expedition, 
that  .they  bid  fair  to  fupplant  wind-mills,  efpeciallr, 
altogether.  For,  when  the  wind  ccafes  to  blow, 
(which  is  often  the  cafe,)  the  wind-mill  ftands ;  and 
when  the  drought  in  fummer  dries  up  the  ftream,  or 
the  froft,  in  winter,  congeals  it,  the  water-mill  is'ftop* 
ped.  The  fteam-mill  goes  uninterrupted,  by  day 
and  night ;  and  is  therefore  peculiarly  adapted  to  this 
country,  where  the  coals  are  eafily  procured. 

There  are  two  fteam-mills  fpr  grinding  corn,  on 
the  Oufe-bourn,  particularly  one  lately  finidied,  the 
property  of  Mr.  Beckington,  which  does  a  great  deal 
of  bufinefs.  It  was  conftrufted  by  Mefll-s.  Baillie 
and  Reay,  millwrights  and  engineers,  in  Gatefticad^ 
But  there  is  one  lately  conftrucled  by  the  fame  artifts, 
at  Willington,  adjacent  to  Mr.  Chapman's  grand  pa- 
tent ropery,  which  is  alfo  worked  by  fteam,  and  is, 
perhaps,  the  Jargeft  and  moft  complete  of  the  kind 
north  of  the  Albion  mills,  in  London.  The  building 
feven  ftories  high,  and  intended  for  feven  pairs  of 
ftones,  four  pairs  of  which  are  conftantly  going. — » 

,    The 
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The  execution  done  by  this  ingenious  and  extenfive 
piece  of  machinery,  is  truly  great,  as,  with  eafe,  it 
can  grind  forty  lafts,  or  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
bolls  of  corn,  every  week !  Manufadluring  fuch 
quantities  of  flour  on  the  Tyne,  certainly  prevents 
much  money  being  fent  from  this  port  to  London, 
Yarmouth,  Lynn,  and  other  parts  in  the  fouth.  This 
large  manufadlory  is  the  property  of  Meflrs.  Oxley 

and  Co.  and  coft,  it  is  faid,  above  6,oool. 

• 

Hat  ManufaSlories . 

Of  this  ingenious  bufinefs  there  are  feveral  in  New* 
caftle  and  Gateihead. 

One  belongs  to  Mr.  John  Clennell,  in  the  Side ; 
who  lately  attempted  to  difplay  the  origin,  pro^efs, 
and  prefent  date  of  that  manufadure,  aflifted  by  a 
mod  ingenious  and  intelligent  friend.*  The  reft  as 
follows,  vi2.  Mr.  W.  Rogers,  in  the  Fleih- market ; 
Mr.  Andrew  Kay,  on  the  Qiiayfide  j  Mr.  Smith,  ii> 
Dean-ftreet ;  Mr  Jonathan  Collings,  and  Mr.  William 
Thompfon,  in  Gateihead;  and  fome  others. 

Of  retail  hatters,  not  being  roanufadurers,  there 
are  about  thirty. 

Spinning  ManufaSlory  and  Flax  Mill. 

There  is  an  extenfive  fpinning-fadory  at  Oufe« 
bouf n  ;  but  this  noble  ftrudure,  which  is  faid  to  have 
coft  15,0001.  is  at  prefent  unemployed. 

We  hope,  however,  that  both  the  flax-mill  there, 
and  this  large  manufa<ftory  for  fpinning,  will  foon 
again  be  at  work. 

3  X  Breweries. 


*  Mr*  William  Nicholfon,  of  London.  Vide  his  Journal  of 
Natural  Fhilofophy  and  Chemiftry,  voL  ii.  k,  iii.  and  the  Snpplc* 
asent  to  the  Eocjcloffedia  Britannica,  an^  Hat«makmg« 
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Breweries. 

The  breweries  in  Newcaftlc  and  vicinity,  are  nume- 
rous,  and  feveral  of  them  do  much  bufiners,  we  Ihall, 
hoivever,  only  mention  a  few  of  the  mod  refpe^lable. 
.    At  Skinner  barn  is  a  large  one,  the  property  of 
Meffrs  Potter,  Langhorn,  and  Co. 

Nigh  Pilgrim-llreet.gate  is  another  extenfive  one 
belonging  to  John  Graham  Clarke,  efq. 

Another  in  Sandgate,  called  the  Tyne  Brewery, 
the  property  of  Meffrs.  Bell,  Brown,  Reay,  and  Co. 

Another,  which  for  years  has  brewed  vaft  quanti- 
ties of  beer,  is  on  the  Quay-fide,  in  the  Cuftom-houfc 
cntry^  the  property  of  Mefli's  Burdoo  and  Rayne. 

Another  in  tte  next  entry,  is  the  property  of 
j^Icffrs  Row  and  Richardibn,  where  great  quantities 
of  beer  and  porter  are  brewed. 

Another  belongs  to  R.  and  R«  S.  Richardibn. 

Another  to  Mr  M.  Plummer. 

Another,  in  the  Clofe,  the  property  of  Meffrs  Clap- 
bam  and  Co. 

In  thcvicinity  of  Newcaftle,  at  Sandiford,  is  a  very 
large  brewery,  and  of  long  (landing,  the  property  of 
Mr.  Nairers; 

In  Gateflied,  is  an  extenfive  one,  the  property  of 
Meffrs  Barras  and  Co. 

But  one  of  the  largeft  in  the  north  is  in  OakwelU 
^  gate  the  property  of  Mr.  M*Leod  and  Sons.  Here 
are  brewed  g;reat  quantities  of  porter  and  beer.  Mr, 
M*Leod  has  lately  erefted  a  fteam  engine  in  his 
brewery,  by  which  malt  and  grain  in  large  quan- 
tities are  ground.  It  was  erefted  by  Meffrs  Baillic 
knd  Reay^  ^ogincers^ 

Wc 
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Befides  thefe  large  and  extenfive  breweries,  many 
of  the  publicans  brew  for  their  own  confuraption. 

We  forbear  to  mention  the  many  breweries  at; 
Newburn,  Stella,  Blagdon,  Swalvvell,  Shields,  &c.  as 
the  detail  woidd  too  much  fwell  our  work. 

Having  taken  a  general  view  of  the  manufaftures 
and  trade  of  this  town,  as  far  as  our  limits  will  admit, 
we  will  now  clofe  this  fubjeA  with  a  few  obfervations 
on  the  national  importance  of  exhibiting  the  procels 
of  manutadlures. 

As  the  manufa6lures  of  this  country  are  the  prinoii 
pal  fource  of  its  great  wealth  and  political  importance, 
it  cannot  but  afford  matter  of  reafonable  furprize,  that 
fo  little  has  hitherto  been  afcertained  and  publi(hed 
i-elative  to  the  origin,  progrefs,  and  extent  of  their 
feveral  branches.  We  have,  in  fad,  feen  no  attempt 
made  towards  digefting  a  compleat  'treatife,  or  even 
compiling  a  (lock  of  materials  on  this  fubjeft.  In- 
deed, fcience  among  manufacturers  has  fcarce  yet 
reared  her  laurel'd  head,  and  thofe  who  poflefs  a 
J)radical  knowledge  of  any  manufafture,  can  hardly 
yet  be  expected  to  write  as  from  *'  the  foft  re. 
ceflTes  of  retirement,  or  under  the  fliiide  of  academic 
bowers."  Improvement  muft  have  forerunners  in  the 
march  of  difcovery.  As  yet  few  fads  are  brought  in- 
to the  field  of  public  invelligation  ;  but  the  improve- 
ment of  a  manufafture  certainly  depends  on  its  publi- 
city. 
From  the  firft  appearance  of  manufacTrurin';  fcience 

to  the  prefent  dawn  of  difcovery,  what  unavailing 
toilhas  myftery  produced  !  what  heart-appalling  ac- 
cidents have  jealoufy  ^nd  prejudice  been  the  parents 
of!  but,  on  the  other  hand,  what  improvement  has 
liberal  communication  effcAed !  An  earnellncfs  r o  com- 

3X2  municate 
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niunicate  ought  therefore  to  (land  amongft  the  moll 
prominent  principles  of  an  enlightened,  benevolent 
underftanding  I     The  progrefs  from  infancy  to  ma- 
turity in  manufactures  is  too  frequently,  like  the  (lone 
of  Sydphus,  laboured  with  an  inceifant  and  almoft 
hopelefs  continuity  of  effort.     It  is  much  to  be  re* 
gretted,  that  artids  in  general  are  fo  tenacious  of  their 
technical  fecrets,  that    notwithdanding  the  advan* 
tages  they  would   mutually  derive  from  reciprocal 
communication,    they   refervc  to  themfelves*  in  the 
clofeft  manner,  any  difcoveries  they  may  have  made ; 
and  yet,  as  it  may  owe  its  origin  to  accident  or 
chance,  they  are  perhaps  incapable  of  improving  to 
the  extent  it  would  admit  of  in  the  hands  of  men  of 
fcience.     By  this  condud  they  do  themfelves  a  ma,^ 
terial  injury,  whilft  by  it  they  loudly  proclaim  their 
own  want  of  genius,  and  as  openly  acknowledge  their 
ignorance  of  the  real  principles  of  fcience  in  general  j 
for  if  we  conGder  the  rapid  progrefs  that  has  been 
made  of  late  years  in  every  department  of  ufeful  and 
practical  knowledge,  we  mud  attribute  it  entirely  to 
thofe  liberal  communications  that  have  been  made 
by  men  whofe  attention  has  been  more  immediately 
directed  to  the  promotion  and  improvement  of  every 
thing  valuable  to  the  public  at  large,  rather  than  to  their 
own  private  emolument.      Dr  Johnfon  in  the  lOitt 
number  of  his  Rambler,  has  introduced  an  obferva- 
tion  of  Mr.  Boyle's,  quite  in  point  to  the  prefent  fub- 
je&,  that  '*  the  excellency  of  manufadures,  and  the 
facility  of  labour,  would  be  much  promoted  if  the  va» 
rious  expedients  and  contrivances  which  lie  conceal- 
ed in  private  hands,  were  by  reciprocal  commanica- 
tions  made  generally  known  ;  for  there  are  few  ope- 
rations that  are  not  performed  by  one  or  another  with 
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fome  peculiar  advantages,  which,  though  fingty  of 
little  importance,  would  by  conjunftion  and  concur* 
rence  open  new  inlets  to  knowledge,  and  give  new 
powers  to  diligence." 


Having  thus  given  a  general  detail  of  th^  various 
branches  of  trade,  peculiar  to  this  commercial  town, 
we  {hall  now  (liortly  ilate  its  exports  and  im- 
ports. 

EXPORTS. 

The  firft  of  all  others  is  the  article  Coal,  We  have 
been  ample  in  our  defcription  of  this  article  ;  and  if 
we  may  feem  too  copious  in  our  .detail,  the  magni* 
tude  and  importance  of  the  fubjedt  are  our  apology, ' 

This  valuable  fpecies  of  fuel,  like  its  powerful 
flame  difpelling  the  fmoke,  foon  drove  away  the 
clouds  of  ignorance  and  of  prejudice  againft  its  utt* 
lity.  Of  confequence  it  became  an  article  of  com* 
merce  at  an  early  period.  But  it  was  not  until  after 
the  grand  revolution  anno.  1688,  and  principally  af<- 
ter  the  union  between  England  and .  Scotland,  that 
the  coal-trade  from  Newcaftle  acquired  a  ftate  of 
permanency  and  gradual  improvement. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  no 
lefs  than  600  veflels  of  80  chaldrons  (10  keels) 
each,  were  employed  in  the  coal-trade ;  a  number, 
which  was  eftimated  to  employ  4,500  feamen. 
From  1704  to  1710,  there  were  exported  every  year, 
on  an  average,  from  the  port  of  Newcaftle  178,143 
chaldrons,  which  at  about  from  eight  to  fifteen,  make 
^^^^  334»or8  chaldrons,  London  meafure.  Be* 
tween  that  period  and  the  year  1776  the  exportation 
of  coals '  increafed  to  380,000  Newcaftle  chaldrons. 

But 
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But  fince,  of  late  years. eight  new  great  collieries  on 
the  Tyne  have  been  won,  the  export  has  been  prodi* 
gioufly  encreafed ;  and  during  the  years  1800  and 
1 80 1,  it  experienced  an  addition  of  209,378  chal- 
drons, or  548,492  tons  5  cwt. 

By  this  it  appears  that  one  years  encreafe  of  the 
exports  was  ho  lefs  than  101,980  Newcaftlc  chal- 
drolls,  and  in  the  whole  was  1,105,084  London  chal- 
drons, which,  at  an  average  price  of  fifty  ibillings  a 
chaldron,  would  produce  2,762,4091.  7s.  8d, 

Next  to  coals,  glais  pf  all  kinds  is  exported  to  all 

nations  of  the  world  ;  lead  alfo  in  great  quantities,  as 

we  have  already  mentioned ;   tallow,  of  which  there 
is  ihipped  40,000  cwt.  annually  ;  butter,  30,000  firkins 

at  about  two  pounds  per  firkin  ;  falmon,  in  favourable 

feafons,  many  hundreds  of  kitts ;    bacons  and  ham^, 

many  thoufands  annually  ;    copperas,  grindftones, 

flagftones,  cinders  or  coke,  oaft  and  wrought  iron,  to 

alnioft  all  nations,  in  vaft  quantities,  beer,  ale,  porter, 

&c.  &c. 

IMPORTS. 

Wine  from  France,  but  moftly  from  Portugal. 

Mountain  do.  from  Malaga. 

Ralins,  almonds,  currants,  &c.  Malaga.' 

Timber,  ftayes  in  great  numbers  from  America. 

RafFfrom  Norway,  Wyburg, 

Iron  from  Sweden,  Ruffia. 

Corn,  lately  from  mod  nations  in  the  north,  princl. 

pally  Dantzic,  Konninfburgh,  &c. 
Hemp,  flux,  from  Ruflia,  Riga,  Revel. 
Brandy  and  fruits  from  France. 
Smalts  from  Hamburg. 
Pitch,  tar,  from  Sweden,  Ruffia. 

The 
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The  fhipping  employed  in  all  thefe  various 
branches  of  commerce  is  great.  In  the  year  1772, 
according  to  Dr.  Button's  aC(!Dunt,  the  number  of 
Ihips  entered  in  the  port  of  Tyne  was  as  follows  : 

Ships  810—77,880  coatlwife. 

Do.    140 18,650  forcing  parts. 


Total  Q54        96,530  tons. 

But  fince  that  period  foreign,  as  well  as  home 
trade,  has  fo  prodigioully  encreafed,  that  in  the  year 
1800,  no  fewer  than  7,969  (hips  were  cleared  from 
the  Cuftom-houfe. 

The  duties  to  government  arifing  from  coals  alone 
at  five  Ihillings  per  chaldron,  has  been  already  men- 
tioned as  calculated  by  Mr.  Macnab. 

Excife  duties  from  glafs  ;^- 150^000 

Do.  ale,  beer^  &c.  80,000 

.    Do.  foap  82,000 

Da  candles  1,000 

With  other  articles  of  lefs  momrent. 

The  revenues  of  the  town  are  at  all  average 
25,000!.  per  annum. 


GATESHEAD. 
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GATESHEAD.  . 


AN  the  preceding  part  of  our  work  we  have  given 
a  general  account  of  Newcaftle ;  and,  before  we  take 
a  view  of  the  Tyne,  from  Hadwin  Streams  to  its  fall 
into  the  German  ocean,  we  fliall  firft  pafs  along  the 
Bridge,  and  give  a  fuccindl  account  of  Gatelhead. 

As  to  the  etymology  of  its  name,  antiquarians  are 
divided  in  their  opinions. 

Antiquity  holds  out  a  place  (ituated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Tyne,  oppofite  to  Ncwcaftle,  under  the  name 
of  Gabrocentum ;  which  place  Dr.  Stukeley,  in  his 
Iter  Boreale,  fuppofes  to  be  Gatefhead,  where  the 
fecond  cohort  of  the  Thracians  were  garrifoned,  as  its 
name  in  ancient  Britilh  language  imports,  "<3e>«lV- 
bead  /'  I  fuppofe,  fays  he,  from  the  lign  of  fome  inn. 
He  adds,  a  goat's-head  ftill  ftands  upon  the  fign  of 
the  golden-lion,  head  of  the  Bottle-bank.  This  inn 
is  at  prefcnt  kept  by  Mr.  Bartram,  and  ilill  retains 
the  fign,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Goat-Inn. 

The  Venerable  Bede,  in  his  church-hiftory,  men. 
tions  a  place,  which  he  calls  *'  Capra  Caput**  which 
has  been  generally  fuppofed  to  be  Gatefliead ; —  quqfi 
(as)  the  Goat's.bead,  from  the  Romans  having  an 
inn  at  this  place  with  fuch  a  fign,  one  of  the  great 
military  roads  ending  here,  before  the  emperor  Ha- 
drian had  erefted  his  bridge  over  the  Tync,  and  con- 
neded  it  with  the  ftntion  of  Pons  iEUii,  on  the  oppo- 
fite banks  of  that  river. 

Mr  Brand  combats  this  etymology,  and  will  have 
it  to  mean  Gate's  Head,  head  or  termination  of  the 
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military  road,  which  vulgarly  k  termed  ^ai^y  or 
road.  It  is  not  of  any  confe<juence  to  attend/  to 
the  difquiikians  upon  a  name,  very  probably  giveft 
by  accident,  upon  the  Romans,  in  their  eneampmeni!, 
difcovering  a  goatVhead,  which,  as  they  were  fupcr- 
ftitioui  in  their  augury,  might  give  the  name  Capra 
Caput,  Goat's  ^bead,  v>  the  place. 

Gatefbead  is,  without  doubt,  a  place  of  great  anti^. 
quity ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  fome,  that  it  was  a 
{dace  of.  fome  (landing  before  Newcaftle  had  e^ift*- 
ence.  Indeed  it  is  probable  that  the  Romans,  in 
leading  their  legions  northward,  and  encamping  oh 
the  banks  of  the  Tyne,  would  inftantly  fet  on  to 
build,  for  their  own  convenience  and  fecurity,  till 
they  fhould  conftrud  bridges  for  traafporting  their 
troops,  which  hiftory  informs  us  they  did,  both  here 
and  alfo  at  By  well,  where  are  ftill  to  be  feen  the  re- 
mains of  a  ftrong  bridge,  built  by  that  mighty  and 
ambitioua  people. 

Modern  Gatefliead  has  feveral  ftrects ;  but  the 
principal  one  runs  from  the  Bridge-end,  up  the  Bot- 
tle-bank, and  alm(A  due  fouth,  forming  part  of  th6 
great  public  road  to  London.  In  former  times  this 
ftreet  was  ftrongly  fortified. 

That  part  of  the  main  ftreet  which  is  called  the 
Bottle-banki  is  very  fteep,  and  of  an  afcent  almofl 
impaffable,  efpeciaily  in  winter^  to  carriages,  and 
chiefly  the  large  and  ponderous  waggons,  to  and  from 
London,  Leeds,  frc.  To  remedy  this  grievous  incon^ 
venience,  a  new  ftreet  was  lately  formed,  running 
eaft  from  the  foot  of  the  Bottle-bank,  which,  making 
a  curve,  turn*  into  the  main  ftreet  at  the  head  of  the 
deep  afcent,  and,  by  eafy  winding  along,  makes  it  si 
comparatively  convenient  paflage  for  carriages  of  th^ 
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heavieft  burden.  This  ftreet  contains  fome  well-built 
houfes,  and  feveral  iliops,  on  both  fides.  And  aU 
though  it  has  not  met  with  any  very  general  appr6. 
bation,  the  old  ftreet  being  moftly  ufed  by  people  on 
foot,  yet,  it  is  certainly  an  improvement. 

From  the  head  of  the  Bottle*bank,  ftraight  ibutb, 
the  ftreet  is  wide  and  airy  ;  aqd  almoft  every  front- 
faoufe  has  a  garden  backwards,  which  is  cultivated 
with  great  care.  Befides  thefe,  at  the  bead  of  the 
ftreet,  are  feveral  large  gardens  and  nurferies,  belong- 
ing feparately  to  Meffrs.  Falla,  Joyce,  Leonard,  8tc. 
with  the  valuable  productions  of  which  both  Gatef- 
head  and  Newcaftle  are  daily  fupplied. 

Before  we  leave  the  principal  ftreet,  we  muft  not 
omit  to  notice,  that  here  (about  the  middle  of  the 
Bottle-bank)  is  the  "  Gate/bead  Circulating  Library ^ 
belonging  to,  and  conduded  under  the  diredlion  of, 
Mr.  J.  Marftiall,  librarian  to  the  Literary  and  Philo- 
fophical  Society  of  Newcaftle.  Though  of  recent 
eftabliftiment,  tliis  library  already  contains  a  very  good 
colledion  of  books  in  every  branch  of  liLerature,  and 
is  much  reforted  to,  particularly  by  the  principal  in* 
habitants  of  Gateftiead  and  its  vicinity. 

From  the  Bridge-end,  weft  ward,  is  a  long,  narrow 
ftreet,  called  Pipevvellgate,  from  a  fine  fpring,  which 
is  conveyed  here  by  ^pipe,  and  is  very  ufeful  for  the 
inhabitants.  This  ftreet  is  fo  extremely  inconvenient, 
that  two  carts  meeting  cannot  pafs  each  other.  Yet 
here  are  feveral  great  nianufadories ;  MeflVs,  Harri- 
fon's  and  Whinfield's  caft-iron,  with  a  colour  and 
a  whitening,  manufk£lory. 

At  the  foot  of  the  New-ftreet  is  another,  called 
Hillgate,  which  is  very  narrow  and  inconvenient ; 
but,  from  its  viqinity  to  the  river,  there  are  feveral 
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inanufadlories  here  alfo,  viz.  Mr.  Row's  wrought-iron 
fadory,  MeiTrs.  Emmerron  and  Waugh*g  fteam  flour, 
mill,  a  very  large  and  convenient  granary  ;  and,  on 
the  right-hand,  going  caftward,  is  Mr.  T.  Taylor's 
large  raSlyard,  &.c. 

From  what  is  called  the  New-ftreet,  eaftward, 
we  come  to  another,  named  Oak  well-gate.  Brand 
fays,  "  Mr.  Hervey,  fenior,  informed  me,  that  he  had 
often  heard  a  traditionary  account,  that  there  had 
been  anciently  a  well,  with  an  oak  hanging  over  it, 
at  the  head  of  the  ftreet  called  Oakwellgate,  in  which 
three  ftrata  of  pavement  have  been  difcovered  ;  and 
that  he  had  often  converfed  with  an  old  gentleman 
who  remembered  when  there  were  feveral  pants  in 
Gateftiead" 

Oakwell*gate  is  no  way  diftinguiilied ;  although 
there  are  fome  dwellings  very  pleafantly  (ituated  r%nd 
commodious,  fuch  as  thctedor's,  Mr.  Hervey's,  and 
particularly  Mr.  MXeod's  new  buildings,  fronting 
his  extenfive  brewery,  which  are  very  elegant. 

In  the  borough  of  GateQiead  are  a  few  good  fliops, 
feveral  commodious  inns,  &c. 

Mr  Hawks's  wroughtiron  manufaftory  employs 
many  hands  ;  nor  ought  we  to  omit  mentioning  the 
manufadlory  in  marble  carried  on  by  MeiTrs.  Ifaac 
Joblin  and  foo.  Thefe  ingenious  artids  have  taken, 
upon  leafe,  the  marble  quarries  in  the  county  of  Su-- 
therland,  which  have  attrafted  the  attention  of  Mr. 
Pennant,  St.  Fond,  and  other  curious  travellers  in 
Scotland  :  from  which  place  they  have  brought  and 
manufadured  flabs  of  marble,  of  a  rich  variety  in  ap- 
pearance, and  a  very  beautiful  polifh. 
-  Here  were  formerly  markets,  and  very  lately  a 
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nianufaflory  for  broad  woollen  cloth ;  of  ail  which 
now,  "  not  a  wreck  is  left  behind.*' 

This  borough  contains  according  to  the  late  furvey 
..about  8^,597  inhabitants.     We  noticed  on  that  occa- 
lion,  that  the  enumeration  was  altogether  defective. 
About  two  hundred  years  ago  they  were  accounted 
to  be  feven  tboufand,  making  about  one  third  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Newcaftle.     Since  that  period,  how- 
ever, the  proportion  in  favour  of  Newcaftle  is  very 
great,  fince  there  are  there  at  leaft  feventy  thoufasd 
inhabitants,   while  there  does  not  feem  to  be  an  in- 
creafe  of  a  fingle  family  in  Gatefhead,  thefe  two  cen- 
turies paft.     What  are  the  caufes  for  fuch  *'  a  falling 
ofP'  will  probably  appear  when  wc  give  an  account  of 
the  conftitution  and  privileges  of  Gatefhead ;    but 
one  caufe,  if,  of  not  its  decline,  at  leaft,  of  its  not  in- 
creafingy  is  its  vicinity  to  the  large  town  of  New- 
caftle, which,  like  Pharaoh's  kine,  fwallows   up  its 
neighbours. 

GatepHod  Church, 

At  fo  remote  a  petiod  as  A.  D.  1080,  an  account  of 
a  church  in  Gatefhead  is  mentioned  in  hiftory,  where 
Walcher,  bifliop  of  Durham,  was  murdered  ;  but  Mr. 
Bourne  fays  that  it  ftood  further  down  than  where 
.Gatefhead  church  is  now  ereded,  in  a  field  called 
Lawlefs-clofe,  and  afterwards  the  Miller's  Field. 

The  date  when  the  prefent  church  was  eredled  can* 
not  be  afcertained. 

A.  D.  1291,  when  there  was  an  eftimate  made  of 
the  value  of  the  church-livings  in  the  diocefe  of  Dur- 
ham, the  church  of  Gatefhead  is  rated  13U  6s.  gd.  an- 
nual value. 

The 
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The  prefent  church  is  a  large  and  well  con(lru6led 
building.  It  has  a  comraandtng  view  of  Newcaftb, 
being  neariy  on  a  level  with  All-Saints,  is  very  com- 
modious for  accooimodating  the  parifhionere,  who  aire 
numerous,  as  the  diflenters  in  Gatefliead  make  but  a 
fmall  proportion,  to  the  members  of  the  eftabliihcd 
church. 

The  fteeple  had  become  old  and  ruinous ;  and 
therefore  the  prefent  one  was  built  about  the  year 
1740.  It  had,  at  that  time,  four  fanes  mounted  on 
fpires,  on  the  four  corners ;  thefe  being  judged 
too  weak  for  the  fanes,  were  taken  down  in  1764, 
and  the  roof  of  the  fteeple  altered.  The  bells  were 
bung  upon  a  new  frame. 

The  Trinity-houfe  of  Newcaftle,  (Nicholas  Ridley, 
Robert  Coatfworth,  mafters,j  were  the  principal  be- 
jiefadlors  towards  thefe  repairs. 

Galleries  and  Pews  of  Gate/bead  Cburcb. 

In  the  year  1 763  a  new  gallery  was  erefted  at  the 
weft  end  of  the  church.     Thomas  E,  Headlam,  Ro- 
bert Caif,   Taylor   Anfell,  Benjamin  Ord,  church 
wardens. 

All  the  pews  in  this  church  are  of.  oak,  curiouflj 
carved.     The  pulpit  is  of  the  fame  wood. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  the  rofe  and  badge  of  the 
prince  of  Wales  is  on  each  pew. 

The  organ  is  at  the  weft-end  of  the  church  ;  the 
folfowing  infcriptions  on  the  front :  Gloria  in  excel/is 
Deo — Glory  in  the  higbejl  to  God,  and  *'  Let  every 
thing  that  hath  breath  praife  the  Lord." 

Tbe  cbanceL 
It  is  not  diftinguiflied  by  circuraftances.of  partijcu- 
Uror-namcnt;   the  communion  table  being  a  lar^e 
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flab  of  common  ftone,  fupported  by  two  figures  of 
angels,  holding  chalices  in  their  hands. 

On  the  wainfcot  above  the  communion  table  are 
I.  H.  S.  Jefus  Hominum  Salvator^  y^fi^^  ^be  Saviour 
of  men. 

The  windows  on  both  fides  feem  ancient,  thofe  of 
the  chancel,  are  modern,  and  of  a  ftyle  no-ways 
ftriking. 

Benefadlions  to  the  Poor. 

Thefe  are  numerous,  and  fome  of  them  ample  aod 
fubfiantial. 

An  efcutcheon  of  Dr.  Aldworth,  M.  D  who  left 
one  pound  annually  to  the  poor  of  St.  Mary's  of 
Gatelbead. 

Another  infcribcd  Ifabel  formerly  widow  of  Mr. 
Edmund  Sutton  of  Gatefliead,  and  late  of  George 
Watfon  of  Gofwick,  left  to  poor  widows  in  Gatefliead 
fifty  pounds  to  be  paid  by  her  executor  to  fuch  a 
number  as  that  none  of  them  fliould  receive  lefs 
than  five  Ihillings,  payable  at  midfummer  yearly. 

Another  for  Mr.  Ralph  Harrifon  of  Bryan's  Leap, 
who  left  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  poor  of  Gatef- 
head .  ' 

With  many  other  efcutcheons  announcing  the  bc- 
nefadions  and  legacies  of  worthy  chara£ter5. 

It  appears  by  a  lift  of  legacies  framed  and  glazed, 
in  the  vefiry  of  Gatefliead  church,  dated  February 
25, 1736,  that  Henry  Smith,  efq.  left  a  legacy  of  five 
pounds.  That  Mr.  CoUinfon  left  a  piece  of  land  with 
a  dwelling  houfe  at  Eafington,  let  at  6L  5s.  per  an. 
num.  A  legacy  of  61.  13s.  4d.  by  Mrs.  Ifabel 
Glover.  A  legacy  of  20I  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Ratnfey. 
One  of  2.0I.  by  William  Goatfworth,  efq. 

Thefe, 
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Thcfe,  with  many  more  legacies  to  the  poor  in  this 
pariih,  are  recorded  to  the  honour  of  the  worthy  and 
virtuous  donors^  whofe  memorial  will  be  had  in  ever- 
lading  remembrance. 

Monument^  and  Monumental  Infcriptions  in  Gate/bead 

Cburcb. 

Among  many  others  are  the  following. 

In  the  choir. — Here  lieth  the  body  of  Timothy 
Tyzacke,  merchant-adventurer,  and  Elizabeth  his 
wife  who  had  ilTue  by  him  feven  children.  He  de- 
parted this  life,  February  6,  1 684.  Motto  to  the  arms, 
"  Seigneur^jete  prie  garde  ma  «;/>." — Lord,  I  pray 
keep  my  foul. 

Here  fleeps  Mrs.  Judith  Weld,  who  was  to  three 
minifters  a  good  wife,  to  Chritl  a  faithful  fervant,  to 
the  church  an  affeftionate  friend,  for  piety,  prudence, 
and  patience  eminent.  She  departed  this  life  anno 
1656.  In  Jefu  dormio,  Jplendide  refurgam.--J^  I  flsep 
in  Jefus,  and,  fhall  rife  glorioufly." 

In  the  nave. — The  burial-places  of  Francis  Rud- 
fton,  Robert  Akenhead  ;  Robert  Prodlor,  matter  and 
mariner,  &c. 

Againft  the  wall,  on  a  fquare  marble  compartment : 

To  the  Memory  of  Amdeew  Wood,  M.  A, 

Reftor  of  this  church. 

Bom  22th   May,    lyij. 

Induced  9th  of  September,  1770. 

Interred, 

Amidft  the  tears  of  his  parifliioners, 

15th  of  March,  1 77a. 

This  monument  of  their  cftccm, 

affe^ion,  and  gratitude. 

Was  ercfted  by  the  people  of  Gatcfhead. 

Mr.  Wood  was  buried  in  the  choir,  where  his  at. 
chievement  llili  remains. 

Befides 
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Eefides  his»  there  are  alfo  thofe  of  re£h>rs  Sbaftoe 
and  Lambe  remaming'  in  the  cfaohr* 

In  the  cbuTch-jsrd,  at  the  eaft  end,  ftands  a  mono- 
ment,  faid  to  have  been  built  by  Robert  Trollop,  for 
the  place  of  his. interment.  He  was  the  architeft  of 
the  Exchange  and  Town-court  of  Newcaftle. 

There  is  a  faint  traditionary  account,  which  I  do 
not  much  credit  (fay^  Mr.  Brand)  that  there  flood 
formerly  a  (latud  of  the  faid  Robert  Trollop,  on  the 
itcrth  fide  of  it,  pointing  to  the  town-coart  of  Ne\t- 
caftle,  and  underneath  ttie  following  lines  : 

*•  Here  lies  Robert  Trollop, 
Who  made  yen  ftoncs  roll  up  ^ 
When  death  took  his  foul  up. 
His  body  fiUM  this  hole  up/' 

The  monument  is  •*  ftrewed  with  many  a  holy 

text."* 

There  were  two  brothers  af  the  nam?  of  Bailey, 

buried  in  this  church-yard,  the  one  a  clergyman. and 

the  other  a  painter,  upon  whom  was  put  a  fulfome 

epitaph.     But  one  Moody  a  quaker  coming  paft^  is 

faid  to  have,  with  chalk,  wrote  as  underneath, 

Here  lie  a  painter  and  a  prief!, 
And  all  the  reft  is  but  a  jeft.  i 

Redkrs  and  Curates  of  Gatejhead. 

In  the  king's  books  this  tedory  is  valued  at  27I. 
13s.  4d. 

Yearly 
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*  It  is  rather  a  curious  circtiinftattce,  tiiat  a  mie  for  architeAorey 
pf  folid  brafs,  very  long,  and  ponderous,  with  tnanj  geometrical 
lines  upon  it,  infcribed  with  the  name  of  Robert  Trollop,  dated 
the  very  year  when  the  Exchange  was  built,  is  at  prefent  in  the 
pofleflloki  of  Wtlliam  TumbuU  in  the  Cuftom-boufe.-^FM'  fur* 
ther  account  of  Mr.  Trollop,  fee  pages  199  and  aco. 
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Yearly  tenths  2I.  15s.  4d.  fynodals  2s. 
.  A  penfion  of  2L  13s.  4d.  is  paid  yearly  out  o^  this 
parfonage   to    the    fchool   of   Houghton-le^'Springi 
granted  by  J.  Heath  of  Kcpyer,  efq. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary.  Patron 
biOiop  of  Durham. 

The  names  of  thefe  ecclefiaftics  who  have  prelided 
in  facris,  in  Gatefhead,  are  diitindly  recorded  from  a 
very  remote  period. 

One  Robert  us  was  rcAor  anno  1275. 

Henricus  Maufelot  1322. 

But  we  will  readily  be  excufed  from  giving  a  de- 
tail of  the  names  of  thefe  gentlemen  ;  and  as  nothing 
lingular  is  recorded  concerning  them,  we  fhall  come 
down  to  more  modern  times  and  name  a  few. 

William  Lambe,  A.  M.  rcftor  1733,  vicar  of  Chef- 
ter*le-ftreet,  died  at  Gatefhead  May  29,  1 769,  and 
was  buried  in  the  choir. 

Mr.  George  Stevenfon,  removed  to  St.  Andrews. 

Mr.  Bufby  curate  and  fchool-mafter,  removed  to 
Hexham. 

Andrew  Wood,  A.  M.  redor,  1769,  of  Baliol  col- 
lege, Oxford,  redor  of  BarlingtoUi  and  chaplain  in 
ordinary  to  the  king.  He  dield  of  a  fever  March  13^ 
1772,  and  was  buried  in  the  choir.  Mr.  Wood  was 
reputed  to  be  one  of  the  moil  learned  and  eloquent 
preachers  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived  ;  and  left  a 
choice  coUedion  of  rare  and  valuable  hooks,  which 
were  eagerly  purchafed  by  all  lovers  of  literature. 

Richard  Fawcett,  D.  D.  re&or.  Vicar  of  New- 
caftle,  collated,  in  1772  to  the  redlory  of  Gateihead. 
He  was  a  fine  reafoner,  and  an  able  defender  of  thok 
tenets  of  Chriftianity.     . 

Joha  Falcor,  A.  B.  curate  and  fchoolmafler. 
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Auguft  13,  1782,  Robert  Thor^,  A.  M.  was  in- 
duced to  this  redory,  vacant  by  the  death  of  Dn 
Fawcett.  He  was  lately  tranflaited  to  thie  redloty  of 
Ryton,  in  the  county  of  Dufhani. 

Dr.  Thorp  is  one  of  the  ftioft  learned  and  ingeni- 
ous mathematicians  of  the  age.  He  gave  the  world 
lately,  a  noble  ti'anflation  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton's  Prin- 
cipia,  and  other  geometrical  wdrks,  written  in  latin. 
This  gentleman  enjoys  the  poffeffion  of  two  placis, 
(as  archdeacon  of  Northumberland  and  redor  of  lly- 
ton)  that  give  him  the  authority  of  a  truftce  in  Dr. 
Thomlinfon's  library ;  (feie  page  309).  Why  the 
tranflator  of  fuch  a  man  as  Newton,  who  looked  on 
knowledge  as  the  chief  good,  fhould  negatively  ap- 
prove of  the  with-holdlng  the  regulations  of  that  Ir-- 
brary,  and  allow  it  to  be  almoft  inacceflible,  mud 
remain  attiongft  the  rhyfleries  of  the  orthodox^ 

Robert  Proffer,  D.  D.  fucceeded  Dr.  Thorp  in  the 
redlory  of  Gatefliead.  He  is  a  moft  valuable  charac- 
ter, an  excellent  preacher,  and  a  good  man.  He 
prfeached,  in  the  year  1801,  a  faft  fermon,  by  defire, 
it  is  faid,  of  the  prefent  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
before  the  houfe  of  commons,  from  Rev.  iii.  \^.  fVbom 
I  love  I  rebuke  and  cb often  ;  he  %ealous  and  repent, — 
It  \i  a  beautiful  piece  of  compofition,  and  replete  with 
temperate  zeal  for  piety,  and  a  reform  of  the  diffolute 
manners  of  the  age.  Yet  this  firm  fupporter  of  or- 
thodoxy can  hold  a  fi  tuation  that  gives  him  aUb  power 
in  fuch  a  noble  library  as  that  of  his  late  worthy  bro- 
ther,  Dr.  Thomlinfon,  and  make  no  efforts  to  prove 
the  fincerity  of  his  love  foi*  learning,  atid  the  confe- 
quent  reformation  of  mankind,  by  more  regularly 
having  it  open. 

Charity 


|5rtj?caftle  upon  Cfiue.  547 


Charity  School. 

This  fchool  was  founded  by  Theophilus  Pickering, 
S.  T.  t.  reftor  of  Gatelhead,  January  8,  170X.  Its 
fite  is  in  Gateftiead  church-yard,  on  a  fpot  of  ground 
called  the  Anchorage,  This  term  is  probably  cor- 
rupted from  anchoritage,  or  hermitage^  the  refidence, 
probably,  of  a  hermit  or  anchorite  there.  We  are 
aflured  there  was  a  hermitage  upon  Tyne-bridge. 

This  ;ioble  attention  to  the  inftrudion  of  future 
generations,  by  good  Mr.  Pickering,  was  founded 
upon  a  deed  of  gift,  dated  January  2,  1 70;.  By  this 
*  he  left  the  fum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  to  purchale 
fome  rent-charge,  or  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchafc  of 
land,  fpr  the  perpetual  maintenance  of  a  free-fchool, 
in  the  parilh  of  Gatelhead,  at  the  Anchorage,  adjoin- 
ing to  the  church.  The  matter  to  be  chofen  by  the 
redtor  of  that  church,  and  to  teach  all  the  children 
of  the  parifh  of  Gatefliead  the  latin  and  greek  tongues, 
as  alfo  to  write  and  caft  up  accounts,  and  alfo  the  art 
of  navigation,  or  plain  failing. 

Thdtnas  Stephenfon  left  to  the  ufe  of  the  charity 
founded  by  Dr.  Pickering  forty  (hillings  per  anjmm, 
alfo  other  forty  fliillings  per  annum,  both  payable  out 
of  ^  fhop  on  Tyne-bridge. 

The  prefent  matter  is  the  Rev.  John  Falcon,  A.  B. 

Mr,  Woodhoufe,  ulher: 

There  is^  new  chapel  for  diflenters  in  Gatefliead, 
weft  from  the  head  of  the  Bottle-bank.  It  was 
opened  A.  D.  1786.  The  Rev.  Mr.  M'Connel  is  the 
prefent  pattor  to  that  congregation. 

St.  Edmunds  Hofpital. 
This  lieautiful  oIJ  chapel,  from  the  ftyle  of  its  ar- 
chite(Slure,  cannot  be  older  than  the  reign  of  king 
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Henry  III.  and  it  is  obfervablk  that  the  long  flips  of 
windows  are  fimilar  to  thofe  at  the  end  of  Tiomouth 
monaftery,  and  thole  'in  the  Temple  church  in 
London. 

It  (lands  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  high  (Ireet,  diflant 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  bridge- end.  The  weft 
end  of  it  is  handfomely  ornamented  with  a  number  of 
pointed  arches,  and  niches,  though  the  infide  feems 
remarkably  plain.  It  confifts  of  a  fingle  aifle  twenty 
one  paces  broad  by  twenty  fix  long.  Sonie  fteps 
at  the  eaft  end,  leading  to  the  altar,  are  dill  remain, 
ing  :  near  them  is  a  grave  ilone,  on  which  is  cut  a 
crofs  fimilar  to  that  in  the  jamb  of  the  church-door  at 
Jarrow  :  it  has  alfo  the  marks  of  an  inlaid  border 
about  it,  but  the  brafs  is  gone.  The  arches  of  the 
windows,  except  thofe  on  the  eaft  and  weft  ends, 
which  are  entirely  painted,  are  round  within^  and 
pointed  on  the  outfide.  A  remarkable  ornament  is 
mounted  on  its  weft  end,  on  a  fiender  rod,  being  a 
fmall  circle  chequered  by  feveral  bars  crofling  each 
other  at  right  angles. 

The  hofpital  in  Gateftiead  dedicated  to  St  Edmund 
and  St.  Cuthbert  was  founded  in  the  year  1048  by 
Nicholas  iFarnham,  biftiop  of  Durham. 

It  was  originally  intended  for  four  chaplains  or 
prieft;,  who  were  to  eat  at  the  fame  table,  and  fleep 
in  the  fame  chamber,  one  whereof  was  to  be  mafter, 
from  whom  the  other  three  were  to  receive  twenty 
(hillings  annually . 

The  biftiop  gave  them  the  whoje  village  of  Ulkif" 
tan,  the  old  lordfliip  of  Gatefl^ead,  with  the  wood  of 
Bcneham,  and  twenty  nine  acres  of  land. 

_       •    _  _  •  "  *  •    # 

Anno  1202  St.  Edmund's  Hofpital,  after  dedudioa 
of  neceuary  expences,  appears  to  have  had  a  cleat 
yearly  revenue  of  eighteen  pounds. 
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A  number  of  rich  donations,  legacies,  8tc.  were 
conferred  on  this  hofpital  of  St.  Edmund  which  we 
have  no  room  to  record. 

A,  D.  1548,  it  (hared  the  fate  of  other  religious 
foundations,  by  the  all-rapacious  hand  of  Henry  VII L 
Since  which  period  it  gradually  declined,  till  ar* 
rived  at  the  ruinous  date  in  which  it  is  at  prefent. 
King  James  VI.  indeed  attempted  by  letters  to  re- 
found  the  hofpital  of  Gatefliead  ;  but  it  never  tofe  to 
its  former  condition  of  opulence^  but  imperceptibly 
decayed. 

Adjoining  almoft  to  this  venerable  ruin  was  a  Ca- 
tholic chapel,  which  out  of  a  mifguided  zeal,  was  fct 
on  fire,  when  the  duke  of  Cumberland  was  marching 
down  Gatefhead  with  his  army  anno  1745  againft  the 
rebels.  It  is  faid  his  royal  highnefs  was  greatly  of- 
fended at  the  fight.  The  Catholic  chapel  was  in  a 
manfion-hpufe  near  tp  this,  the  ruins  of  which  are 
feen  frpm  all  dire  Aions.  The  fite  of  this  houfe,  with 
its  offices  and  gardens,  occupied  about  two  acres  and 
a  half  of  land.  This,  probably  was  Mr.  Riddle's 
houfe  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Bourne. 

CbapetofSt.  Edmund's  Hofpital. 

The  chapel  of  this  hofpital,  fituated  on  the  eaft 
0de,  and  almoft  clofe  to  the  road  leading  from  New- 
caftlc  to  Durham,  a  little  before  we  arrive  at  the  firft 
xnile  ftone,  was  difufed  as  to  public  fervice  being  per- 
formed in  it  while  Mr.  Lambe  was  mafter  :  this  rec- 
tor comprifed  a  matter  in  difpute  between  himfelf 
and  fome  of  his  parifliioners,  who  difapproved  of  this 
ceflation  of  duty,  by  preaching  a  fermon  in  lieu 
thereof  every  afternoon  at  the  parifh  church.  The 
fame  redlor,  after  allowing  a  fmall  yearly  income  ti 
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tlie  brethren  to  find  them  lo4girigs,  pulled  down  their 
refpeftive  houfes  which  flood  very  near  the  chapel. 

Mr.  Wood,  the  fucceeding  reftor,  obliged  his  pre- 
decelTor's  widow  and  adminiftratrix  to  pay  him  (it 
would  have  been  more  charity  to  have  paid  the  un- 
houfed  poor  bedemen)  300I.  for  the  dilapidations  of 
this  hofpital,  on  w4iich  he  executed  to  her  a  general 
releafe.  Dr.  Fawcett,  anno  lyio^  put  the  chapel  into 
repair  and  covered  it  with  red  tiles  ;  but  it  (till  is  un- 
employed for  religious  fervices. 

On  a  late  vifit,  (fays  Mr.  Brand  rather  merrily)  to 
this  defecrated  phce,  1  found  coc}f$  and  hens  roofting 
on  the  fides  of  xhe  pulpit !  On  the  nort,h  was  a  board 
putupinfcribed  '*  the  fhip\yrigl;it5  pew  in  Newcaflle.*' 
One  of  the  ornaments  of  the  altar  piece  has  been 
converted  to  a  very  whimlical  purpofe  :  the  prefent 
tenant's  wife  makes  ufe  of  this  truly  frightful  figure 
of  a  mutilated  cherub,  to  frighten  her  refrajSiory  chil- 
dren  into  order  and  good  behaviour  j'  the  fight  of  this 
piece  of  fculpture,  which  (he  calls  *•  the  awd  angel/* 
jiever  fails  (as  well  it  may)  to  pjrocufe  inftantaneous 
lilence. 

The  little  arch  by  way  of  fleeple,  which  ftill  re- 
mains upon  the  chapel,  is  of  the  model^and  probably 
of  the  fame  date,  with  that  of  the  prefent  grao^jnar 
fchopl  of  Newcaflle. 

« 

Charity  Houfi. 

Anno  Domini  1731,  an  alms-houfe  was  built  in 
Gatefliead,  oppofite  to  the  Toll-booth,  (now  removed) 
by  the  truftees  appointed  in  the  laft  will  of  Mr.  The. 
Powell,  of  Newcaflle  ;  who  bequeathed  all  his  eftate, 
re^l  and  perfonal,  for  that  purpofe. 

The 


jSfdUtaflle  uijcm  Cphe.  551 


The  following  infcription  is  ciit  on  a  ftone  over  the 
doom  ;  "  This  alms  -houfe  was  built  at  the  charge  of 
Mr.  Thonrias  Powell,  late  of  NeArcaftle,  who  by  his 
laft  will  and.teftiaifncnt,  did  leave  and  bequeath  all  his 
ertate,  real  and  perfonil,  towards  the  purchafing  and 
.building  the  faid  houfe,  and  appointing  Charles  Jur- 
don,  George  Surtees,  William  Stevenfon  trufteei. 

The  poor  are  treated  with  humanity  andtehdernefs. 
Laft  year  (1801)  during  the  great  preffure.  a  part  of 
it  \;^as  employed  for  diftributing  foup,  which  proved 
a  great  relief  to  many  poor  houfeholders. 

We  (hall  Ihortly  take  a  general  view  of  the  borougli 
of  Gatefhead,  and  of  its  prefent  flate. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  it  bears  evident 
marks  of  having  been  a  place  of  great  antiquity  ;  but 
it  has  been  the  infelicity  of  this  place,  to  have  been 
a  kind  of  property  of  the  prelates  of  Durham,  for 
many  centuries-  And  as  thefe  gentlemen  wear  thia 
*'  warm  watch-coat"  (the  biftioprick,  viz.)  for  their 
own  natural  lives  only,  they  have  (and  who  would 
not  ?)  unifcwmly  derived  as  much  emolument  from  it, 
for  their  families  intereft,  as  they  poflibly  could. 
This,  however  adrantageoas  to  themfelves,  has  check- 
ed a  fpirit  of  indnftry  and  activity  in  thofe  who  hold 
tenures  of  dean  and  chapter  lands,  houfes,  &c.  Hence 
we  find  that  in  the  year  1555  Cuthbert  Turnbull^ 
bifhop  of  Uurhara  demifed  (no  body  will  doubt  but 
for  a  very  valuable  conlrderation) the  Salt-meadows,  a 
large  trad  of  fine  land  on  the  fouth  bank  of  the  Tyne, 
about  half  a  mile  down  from  Hill-gate,  to  the  mayor 
and  burgeflesof  Newcaftfe  uponTyne,  for  450  years, 
at  ah  annual  rent  of  2I.   4s.  as  alfo  the  toll  there 
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at  4I.  6s.  her  annum-    This  leafe  tvas  confirmed  by 
the  dean  and  chapter  of  Durham,  March  22,  1555- 

There  is  preferved  in  the  archives  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  '*  An  account  of  the 
Salt  Meadows  in  the  county  palatine  of  Durham,  be* 
longing  to  the  mayor  and  burgeiles  of  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne/*  taken  fo  late  as  1714.  In  all,  eighty-three 
V  acres  and  fix  perches. 

Anno  i5&2y  Richard,  bifliop  of  Durham,  granted 
a  leafe  of  the  manors  of  Gatefliead  and  Whickham 
to  queen  Elizabeth,  for  feventy-nine  years ;  which 
was,  by  the  fame  prelate,  extended  afterwards  to 
ninety-nine  years. 

Next  year,  1583,  queen  Elizabeth  made  an  affigii* 
ment  to  Henry  Anderfon  and  Wm,  Selby,  magiftrates 
of  Newcaftle,  of  two  terms  of  the  above  manors. 

Strype  tells  us,  that,  upon  biftiop  Barnes  firft  com- 
ing to  Durham,  he  had  a  great  conteft  with  bifliop 
Filkington's  widow  for  dilapidations :  but  being  a 
fiiort  time  fettled,  he  began  to  plunder  his  fee,  by 
alienating  all  he  could  from  it,  and  felling  long  leafes 
to  queen  Elizabeth  of  feveral  manors,  amongft  which 
was  Gateihead,  with,  all  the  manors,  coal-pits,  and 
coal-mines,  in  Gatefbead  and  Whickham,  with  the 
commons,  waftes.  &c.  Thefe  the  queen  gave  to  the 
earl  of  Leicefter,  who  fold  his  right  to  Thos.  Sutton, 
founder  of  the  charter-houfe,  in  London;  and  he 
conveyed  his  intereft  therein  to  the  mayor  and  bur- 
geiles of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  for  12 pool.  Annals , 
voL  ii'p.  432. 

Gardiner,  in  his  £nglahd*s  Grievances,  gives  the 
fame  account  of  this  bafe  tranfadion. 

Thus  we  fee,  that  the  worthy  inhabitants  of  Gatef- 
bead have  been  transferred,  as  property,  by  defpots, 
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iTo/al,  pontifical,  and  magifterial,  as  the  petty  tyrants 
of  Ruifia  fell  their  vaflals,  who  are  on  their  lands, 
along  with  the  lands  themfelves.  How  then  can  we 
Wonder  that  Gatefhead  has  not  made  an  addition  of 
a  fingle  inhabitant  to  its  number  for  two  centuries 
paft? 

Anno  1594,  Toby  Matthew^  bifhop  of  Durham, 
granted  a  charter,  for  the  incorporation  of  feveral 
trades  in  GateHiead. 

Anno  1661,  John  Cofkis,  bifhop  of  Durham,  incor^ 
porated,  at  their  own  requeft,  the  drapers,  taylors, 
mercers,  hardwaremen,  coopers,  and  chandlers,  of 
Gatefhead.  Their  charter  of  incorporation  obliged 
them  to  fell  any  perfon  the  freedom  of  tlieir  commu- 
nity who  fliould  produce  an  indenture  that  he  had 
ferved  an  apprenticefliip  in  any  other  part,  on  the 
payment  of  ten  pounds  to  this  fociety  ;  with  a  like 
fum  (that  mud  not  be  omitted)  to  the  bifhop  of 
Durham.' 

They  were  tochoofe  three  wardens  annually,  keep 
a  clerk,  a  chefl  with  two  keys,  and  a  common  feal« 
called  **  The  feal  of  the  wardens  and  commonalty  of 
drapers^  taylors,  &c.  within  the  borough  of  Gatef- 
head." 

There  is  ai>-  exteniiye  common  belonging  to  the 
freemen  and  freeholders  in  Gatefhead.  Part  of  it, 
\^ich  lies  fouthward,  towards  Aydon-banks,  is  raoor- 
i(h  and  rocky ;  but  lower  down,  where  it  borders 
upon  the  confines  of  Lamefley  parifh,  and  down  by 
Darwent-crook,  there  is  fome  good  and  valuable  land. 
Nt)  freeholder,  although  he  may  poflefs  feveral  free- 
holds, can  have  more  than  one  flint,— one  for  one  fa- 
mily .only,— whilfl  milk  can  fcarccly  be  got  to  feed  the 

poor  I  Such  are  the  natural  effe(5ls  of  incorporations. 
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Anno  1734,  fome  difputes  arofe  in  this  borough  j 
the  burgefles  and  freemen  whereof,  by  cunom  imnie* 
morial,  have  had  a  right  of  comiT\on,  of  pafturage,  on 
Gateftiead-Fell ;  the  ftewards,  and  before  them  the 
churchwardens  of  GateQiead,  for  feveral  years  paft, 
granted  leafes,  to  eredl  cottages  on  the  faid  Fell,  re- 
ferving  to  themfelves  an  annual  rent  for  damages  of 
the  foil.  The  lord  of  the  manor,  who  claimed  the 
royalty  of  the  faid  Fell,  received  in  right  thereof^ 
from  the  cottagers,  the  fame  fums  as  they  paid  to  the 
borough  i  and  had  alfo  granted  fimilar  leafes  for  the 
eredlion  of  the  like  buildings.  It  was  agreed  upon 
by  both  parties,  to  refer  the  matter  to  council,  how 
they  might  bcft  afcertain  and  preferve  their  refpedive 
rights  for  the  future. 

In  Gatefliead-Fell  are  many  quarries,  for  gi;ind- 
flones,  fire-ftones,  and  flags,  vaft  quantities  of  which 
are  exported. 

Thus  we  have  given  a  fuccincl  account  of  the  an- 
cient borough  of  Gatefliead,  co-eval,  probablys  with 
Newcaftle  itfelf.     But  it  muft  pain  a  feeling  mind  to 
fee  a  large  place    fo  delightfully  and  advantageoufly 
fituated,  making  but  little  progrefs  in  buiinefs ;  nay, 
we  are  afllired  that  in  Pipewell-gate  and  Hill-gate, 
where,  but  a  few  years  ago  there  were  many  tallow- 
chandlers,   a  fugar-houfe,  igcc   nothing  of  the  kind  is 
now  to  be  found!     It  mull  mortify  the  worthy  and 
induftrious  inhabitants,  to  fee  their  goods  pafs  their 
doors  in  waggons  to  be  carried  over  the  bridge   to 
Newcaftle,  unloaded,  and  re-loaded  in  carts,  &c.  to 
be  brought,  at  a  frefh  expence,  back  again  to  Gatef- 
head. 

It  might  naturally  have  been  thought  that  as  the 
river  Tyne  is  much  deeper  below  the  bridge  on  the 
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fouth  lide.  than  at  Ncwcaftle  quay,  that  the  corpora- 
tion,  who  in  general  are  pretty  lynx-eyed  in  perceiv- 
ing their  own  interelt,  woilld  have  run  a  quay  down, 
by  Hill-gate,  with  proper  wharfs,  which  not  only 
would  have  enriched  the  inhabitants  of  Gatef- 
head,  but  would  have  added  greatly  to  the  annual  re« 
Yenues  of  Newcallle.  But  a  corporation,  who  could 
petition  parliament  to  prohibit  the  people  of  Sunder- 
land froin  deepening  and  improving  their  own  river 
Wear,  arc  not  to  furprize  us  if  they  hamper  and  dif- 
trefs  their  neighbouring  people  of  Gatelhead,  all 
in  their  power.  Grammarians  tell  us  that  there  are 
two  adjective  latin  pronouns,  meum  and  tuum^  (mine 
and  thine)  and  however  little  the  gentlemen  of  the 
corporation  trouble  their  heads  with  languages,  yet, 
to  a  man  they  all  perfectly  know  the  meaning  of  the 
Jirji  of  thefe,  and  fuSer  the  people  of  Gatelhead  to 
continue  the  laft — the  bed  way  they  ^an. 

In  a  fine  day,  a  walk  from  the  bridge,  to  the  head 
of  the  high  ftreet,  which  terminates  with  Mr*  Falla's 
delightful  gardens,  gives  us  the  mod  charming  prof- 
pe£l  in  all  diredions. 

We  had  almofl:  omitted  mentioning,  that  in  the 
year  1772,  a  temporary  poft-office  (as  it  was  origi- 
nally intended  to  have  been)  was  ereded  at  Gatef- 
head  till  Tyne-bridge  could  be  rebuilt ;  but  it  was 
found  fo  convenient  for  the  borough  and  adjacent 
parts  of  the  cpuntry  that  it  continues  ft  ill,  and  likely 
will. 

THE  RIVER  TYNE. 

This  truly  noble  river,  is  ever  beheld  by  the  eye 
of  the  traveller,  with  complacency  and  delight ;  but. 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Newcaille,  it   has  additional 
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charms^  unknown  to  ftrangers,  as  it  is  the  grand 
vehicle  and  organ  of  all  their  conveniences,  wealth, 
and  importance. 

The  matters  of  the  world  might  boaft  of  their  Ty- 
ber,  the  Egyptians  of  their  Nile,  the  Indians  of  their 
Ganges ;  but  the  Tyne,  in  point  of  real  utility  to  the 
country,  yields  the  palm  of  renown  to  none  of 
tfaefe,  however  celebrated  in  ftory,  or  diftinguifhed  in 
fong,  as  it  carries  on  its  furface,  daily,  probably  more 
genuine  riches,  than  almoft  any  other  river  on  the 
globe.  And  if  it  does  not,  hke  Padolus,  flow  on 
golden  lands,  it  bears  along  its  ftreams  what  produces 
large  fums  of  that  precious  metal. 

About  the  etymology  of  its  name  of  Tyne,  we  will 
not  occupy  the  attention  of  our  readers.  It  is  of  lit- 
tle confequence  were  it  even  afcertained  with  more 
precifioh,  than  it  has  been,  by  antiquarians.  We  Iliall 
d2re£t  their  attention  to  its  ufefulnefs,  its  windings,  its 
harbours^  and  the  adjacent  towns  and  buildings  on  its 
banks  and  ihores.  From  Sparbawk  at  its  nK>ttt)i« 
the  tide  flows  to  Hedwin  Streams,  above  Newbarn,  • 

This  river  rifes  from  different  fources;  fome  of 
them  about  (Uty  miles  to  the  north- weft  of  Newcaf- 
tie;  and  from  thence,  to  its  fall  into  the  German 
Ocean,  about  ten  miles.  But  if  we  meafure  by  the 
windings  of  the  river,  it  will  be  more,  in  both  direc« 
tions.  The  channel  betwixt  Newcaftle  and  Tin- 
mouth,  is  of  a  very  different  width  and  depth,  fo  that 
the  tide  is  more  rapid  ih  fome  places  than  others. 
The  entrance  into  the  harbour  at  the  Low-lights  is 
very  narrow  ;  but  the  channel  forms  into  a  fine  large 
bafon  for  the  whole  length  of  Shields,  capable  of 
holding  above  2,000  fail  of  large  (hips.  Above  which, 
the  tide  fpreads  over  the  extenfive  flats  of  Jarrow 

flake; 
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flake  ;  and  then,  for  a  great  length,  forms  a  rem^ir* 
kably  fine,  broad,  and  deep  pool  called  the  Long- 
reach,  all  which  contain  an  immenfe  quantity  of  wa- 
ten  After  this,  the  tide  is  obftruded,  by  fcveral 
windings  and  narrow  places  in  the  channel  till  it 
comes  within  a  mile  of  Newcallle,  whete  it  runs  in  aa 
open  and  wide  pool,  till  it  flows  about  two  miles 
above  the  town,  when  it  is  a  good  deal  intercepted  in  ^ 
its  courfe,  by  a  large  iiland,  confiding  of  many  acree, 
called  the  King's  Meadows ;  after  flowing  round  this 
ifland  by  two  narrow  channels,  and  through  feveral 
beautiful  windings,  it  rifes  a  little  above  the  village  of 
Newburn ;  in  all  about  feveii  or  eight  miles  abova 
Ncwcaftle. 

The  tides. commonly  flow  about  foar  hours  and  a 
half,  and  ebb  about  feven  hours  and  a  half  at  Mew- 
caftk  bridge.  The  perpendicular  rife  of  the  river 
here,  in  a  fpring  tide,  will  fometimes  be  about  eleven 
or  twclire,  and  at  Tin  mouth-bar,  about  eighteea 
feet :  but  tfaofe  circumftaoc^s  vary  greatly  from  the 
different  winds  and  different  quantities  of  freCh  water 
in  the  river :  in  a  north^wefterly  wind,  fometimea 
fcarcely  half  £)  high :  and  in  fome  of  our  great  laod* 
floods,  the  tide  has  not  fufficient  force  to  flem  and 
turn  the  current,  which  will  fet  downwards  during 
the  whole  fwell  of  the  tide. — Rotberam's  Pbzlojbpbi^ 
cal  Inquiry  imto  ibe  nature  and  proper^  of  water ^  p^ 

114. 

At  Tiomouth-bar,  fays  an  account  in  Dr.  Ellifon^s 
coUedions,  given  by  Mr.  R.  Reed,  one  of  the  Trinity, 
mafters  about  the  year  1700,  is  a  ridge  of  fand  which 
lies  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tyne  :  the  depth  of 
water  is  different,  as  to  fpring  and  neap  tide^; ;  on 
which  ther&  is  at  higheft,  or  fpring  tides,  21,  22,  and 
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23  feet^  at  high  water  ;  and  upon  low  or  neap  tides 
J 6,  1 7,  and  1 8  feet  at  high  water.  I  fet  thefe  depths, 
they  being  the  ufual  depths,  unlefs  freflies  or  floods  of 
rain  or  change  of  winds  will  make  a  foot  or  two,  more 
or  leis.  The  tides  rife  upon  a  fpring  16  or  17  feet, 
and  upon  a  neap  eight  or  nine  feet. 

The  Sparhawk  is  at  prefent  a  fand,  though  it  is 
faid  to  be  a  rock,  at  the  depth  of  four  feet.  ^*  I  went 
off  to  fea  in  a  boat,"  fays  Mr.  Brand,  anao  17&0,  *•  to 
found  and  make  obfervations  on  this  ancient  bounda* 
ry.  It  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Spanifh 
fort,  near  Tinmouth-callle.  It  is  nearly  of  the  fhape 
of  a  crefcenty  one  point  of  which  is  direded  towards 
Prior's  haven,  and  the  other  towards  the  bar.  It  had 
then  four  feet  of  water  upon  it,  but  the  tide  was 
rifeii  conflderably.  N.  fi;  The  dire(Stion  for  being 
paft  the  bar  into  the  fea  is,  when  a  full  view  is  gained 
of  CuHercoats."  Bratuts  Hi/i.  vol.  i.  p^  16. — Note. 
As  this  noble  river  abounded  with  fiCheries,  we  need 
not  wonder  that  the  lords  of  manors  on  both  fides  of 
the  Tyne  put  in  claims  for  exclufive  pofleffion  of  its 
royalty. 

Records  of  dates  of  William  Rufus,  Henry  I.  and 
Henry  11. 's  reigns  afcertain  the  river  Tyne  to  have 
been  the  ancient  boundary  between  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  and  the  bifboprick  of  Durham  > 
and  that  from  Stanly-buin  to  Tinmouth,  a  moiety 
(or  half)  of  the  water  thereof,  on  the  fouth,  belonged 
to  St.  Cuthbert,  and  the  fee  of  Durham ;  that  another 
moiety  thereof,  on  the  north,  appertained  to  the 
county  of  Northumberland ;  and  that  the  third  or 
middle  diviiion  was  common  and  free  :  the  whole  is 
to  be  meafured  at  high  tide. 

A. 
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A.  D.  I3Q3»  the  king  confirmed  to  the  bi(hop  of 
Durham  his  moieties  of  the  waters  of  the  Tyne  and 
Tees,  with  power  to  unload  and  load  coals,  merchan* 
dize,  SC'C.  without  hindrance  or  moleftation  from  the 
men  of  Newcaftle, 

A.  D.  1414,  a  third  part  of  the  river  Tyne,  and  of 
the  bridge  at  Newcaftle.  was  afcertained  to  belong  to 
the  bilhop  of  Durham. 

But,  upon  an  inquifition  taken  in  the  year  1447^ 
it  was  found  that  the  river  Tyne,  and  the  foil  thereof, 
from  the  place  called  Sparhawk,  in  the  fea,  to  Hed. 
win  Streams,  belonged^  under  the  crown,  to  the  cof« 
poration  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne. 

Bourne  fays,  **  By  an  inquiiition,  4th  of  January, 
a5th  Henry  VI.  the  jury,  upon  their  oaths,  found 
that,  time  beyond  the  memory  of  man,  the  town  of 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  had  and  held  of  our  fovereign 
lord  the  king,  and  all  his  predeceflbrs,  as  burgefTes  of 
the  laid  town,  (when  there  was  no  mayor)  the  faid 
town  and  water  of  Tyne,  and  the  foil  of  the  faid  water 
of  Tyne,  wherever  it  was  covered,  from  a  place  called 
Sparhawk,  in  the  fea,  unto  a  place  called  HedvVin 
Streams,"  gtc 

A.  D.  1454,  the  king  granted  the  confervatorfliip 
of  the  river  Tyne,  from  Sparhawk  to  Hedwin  Streams, 
to  the  town  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne. 

A,  D.  1530*  the  confervatorftiip  of  the  river  Tyne 
was  confirmed  to  the  mayor  and  burgefles  of  New- 
caftle, by  an  z&  of  parliament,  prohibiting  the  (hip- 
pingy  loading,  or  unloading  of  any  goods  to  be  kUd^ 
into,  or  from  any  fliip,  at  any  place  within  the  limits 
of  Sparhawk,  and  the  Hedwin  Streams,  but  only  at 
the  town  aforefaid ;  and  impowering  the-  mayor,  bur- 
gefles, and  commonalty,  of  that  town^  and  their  fac« 

cciTors, 
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fors>  to  pull  down  all  wetrs^  gores,  and  ^ncgines,  that 
fhould  be  made  in  the  river*  to  the  great  obftrudietf 
of  the  navigation  thereof  between  the  places  afore^ 
faid. 

A.  D.  1547,  all  the  fands  called  fhores,  of  the  river 
Tyile,  were  fettled  on  the  corporation  of  Newcaftle 
upon  Tjne,  for, the  maintenance  of  that  town,  and 
prefervation  of  the  port  of  Newcaftle, 

A.  D«  1605,  lord  high  admiral,  EiSngham,  made  ait 
afignment  to  the  major  and  burgeflbs  of  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne,  of  the  admiralty  jurifdidion,  within  the 
port  of  that  town,  extending  from  Spachawk  ta 
Hedwin  Streams  with  power  to  hold  a  court  of  ad- 
miralty. 

To  execnte  the  office  of  confervatm  of  the  ftrer 
Tyne,  a  court -admiral  was  appointed  to  be  held  iit 
the  town  every  Monday,  before  the  recorder  and  al- 
derm^n^  or  any  three  of  them  ;  alfo,  they  are  made 
jilftices  of  the  peace  for  the  admiralty. 

The  oar  that  has  been  carried  or  placed  before  the 
mayor,  as  an  enfign  of  authority  in  this  court  of  admi* 
ralty,  appears  to  be  of  the  iame  date  with  the  above 
grant. 

Before  this  court  are  brought  ail  delinquents  who 
are  found  to  throw  out  ballad,  dirt,  Hones,  &c.  intor 
the  river  Tyne,  and  are,  generally,  fevcrcly  fined, 

Bm  for  the  coAveniency  of  anloading  ihips  of  their 
ballad,  feveral  ballaft  quays  .were,  eredled  00  both 
fides  bf  the  river  ^  and,  anno  1653,  the  corporatian 
of  Newcaftle,  for  the  convenience  of  trade,  gianted 
that  a  balkift  ftere  ihould  be  erefled  on  the  fouth 
£de  of  the  river  Tyne,  from  a;plaoe  cndled  the  Black* 
pomis,  to  Jarrow  Pans,  capable  of  receiving  ballaft 
far  aoore  than  fixty  years  to  come. 

September 
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September  9^  1665,  a  leafe  for  a  thoufand  years  was 
granted  by  the  mayor  and  corporation  of  Newcaftle 
to  Sir  Francis  Anderfon,  of  a  large  parcel  of  ground 
at  Willington.  between  high  and  low  water  mark, 
with  liberty  to  build  quays,  and  caft  ballaft,  on  pay- 
ment  of  twopence  for  every  ton- 
It  has  often  excited  the  curiofity  of  ftrangers  to 

know,  why  the  vait  bounds  of  Jarrow-flake  have  not 
been  banked  in,  and  fo  many  hundreds  of  acres  of 
fine  land  won  from  the  river.  The  following  account 
refolves  this  queftion.  About  the  year  1640,  Sir 
Charles  Adderly,  and  one  Mr.  Crook,  tenants  to  the 
dean  and  chapter  of  Durham,  attempted  to  build  a 
ballaft-niorc  upon  Jarrow-flake,  but  were  obftruded 
by  the  corporation  of  Newcadle,  which  occafioned  fe* 
veral  petitions  to  kjng  Charles  II. 

It  was  tried  in  the  court  of  excheqjier,  and  the 
conclufion  was^  '*  that  the  court  were  of  opinion  that 
the  ereding  of  a  ballaft-fhore  at  Jarrow-flake  would 
prove  deftrudive  to  trade  in  general,  dangerous  both 
to  ftiippingand  men's  lives,  to  raife  the  prices  of  coals, 
to  obftrudt  and  choak  up  the  river  Tyne,  exceed- 
ingly mifchievous  to  the  bar  ofTinmouth-haven,and 
would  greatly  injure  the  town  and  trade  of  New- 
caftle." 

To  keep  a  conftant  watch  over  all  fliips  entering 
the  port,  a  water-bailiff  was  appointed.  His  office  is 
of  great  credit  and  truft.  He  is  to  prevent  all  defaults 
againft  the  haveii  and  river  Ty oe  ;  to  feize,  to  the  ufe 
of  the  mayor  and  burgefles,  all  fucb  merchandizes  as 
are  conveyed  on  fliore  in  fufpeded  places ;  and  to 
look  after,  preferve,  and  maintain  the  royalties,  privi. 
leges,  and  liberties  of  the  port  of  Tyne,  and  is  allowed 
a  deputy  to  aflift  hiai  in  the  execution  of  bis  very^  ex« 
'^  4  E  teniive 
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tenfive  duty.  He,  like  other  corporation  officers, 
is  fworn  at  his  admiffion  by  what  he  thinks  dnd  takes 
as  a  mere  oath  of  office. 

*  Another  officer,  called  the  quay-mafter,  is  appoints 
ed  by  the  corporation.  His  duty  is  to  attend  on  the 
quay  or  wharf  there.  He  Is  to  prevent  any  damage 
being  done  to  the  quay  ;  to  appoint  the  births  or  fta- 
tions  of  fliips;  to  aflefs  or  rate,  by  the  ton,  fuch  bai- 
lall  as  fliall  be  part,  by  warrant  directed  to  him,  into 
any  keel  or  boat  upon  the  new  quay,  out  of  the  fliips 
ftationed  there;  to  indorfe,  on  the  faid  warrant,  the 

4 

number  of  tons  and  due  calling  of  them,  without  da- 
mage to  the  river ;  after  which  the  faid  warrant  to 
be  returned  into  the  ballaft-office.  Mr.  Henry  Shad- 
forth  is  the  prefent  quay-maftcr. 

The  places  moft  remarkable  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  river  Tyne,  as  accurately  marked  by  captain  G. 
Collins,  and  dedicated  to  the  Trinity-houfe,  New- 
caftle,  are  the  following : 

St.  Anne's,  Glafshoufe-bridge,  Glafs-houfes,  Red- 
houfe,  St.  Peter's-fhore,  DentVhole,  St.  Anthony's, 

•  Bill-point,  Winkomlee-key,  Cofen's-houfe,  Stotspow^ 
North-road,  Willington  Ballaft-quay,  Howdon-pans, 
-High-hole,  Flatworth-nefs,  Dir'twich,  ]Morth  Shields, 
Salt.pans,  High-light,  Low -light,  Chfford's-fort,Tyne- 
mouth-caftlc,  Light-houfe,  PriorVhaven,  Sparhawk. 
South  fide.- -St.  Mary\  Quays,  $outh-{hore.  Cole- 
quay,  Friar's-goofe,  Felling- ftiore,  Felling-creek,  Cur- 
ton-mill,  Bill-quay,  Hebburn-quay,  Half-way-tree, 
jarrow,  Jarrow-flake,  South-Shield^,  Salt-Pans,  Herd- 
end,  oir  Herd-fand. 
'  But  although  the  Tyne  is  a  fine  navigable  river, 

^  yet  it  is  not  at  all  times,  and  in  all  parts,  abfolately 
fafe  for  flfipping;"  "fn  'many  parts,  theroi  are  large 

beds 
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beds  of  fhifting  ianJ,  which  are  frequently  dangeraus. 
The  following  is  a  curious  enumeration  of  thefe 
banks  of  fands:  **  Byker-fand,  St.  Anthony *s-fan{l, 
Frencbman^fand,  Bill-fand,  Elbow-fand,  Jarrow-lianfl, 
Dirt;wich^and,.  Weftoe  faad,  Herd-faad,  iVeft  pan^- 
(and,  and  PriorVhaven." 

I  But  the  funken  reef  of  frightfql  rocks,  nigh  tt^e 

;iuouthof  the  river  on  the  north  fide,  is  dreadfully 
dangerous^  and  prove  frequently  the  deftruclion  -pf 
inany  fhips,  and  of  the  ilill  more  valuable  lives  of  t^e 
failors.  I 

\\  has  been  repeatedly  in  agitation,  to  blow  them 
up  with  gun-powder,  and  fo  make  it  one  large  coii;. 
i^odious  bafon  for  the  (hipping ;  but  from  year  to 
year,, (hip  after  fliip,  life  after  life,  is  lo(l,  and  ftill  the 
laudable  enterprise  vanifbes  in  air  1     To  lefTea  the 

I  number  at  leaft  of  thefe  terrible  dilafters,  Mr.  Great- 

h^ad,  ihip'builder  iu  South  Shields,  by  the  orders  9f 
his  grace  the  prelent  duke  of  Northumberland,  con- 
ftrudted  a  Life-boat^  of  fuch  buoyant  materials,  that 
in  the  fiercell-  ftorms  when  the  fliip  is  dafhing  to 
^  .  pieces,  and  the  wretched  failors  clinging  to  the  cord- 

age, conduced  by  lix  or  ei^ht  refolute  daring  fellows, 
it  generally  brings  them  all  fafe  on  Ihore.  .  The  Hu- 
mane Society  fent  Mr.  Greathead  a  medal,  compli- 

^  mcnting  him  on  his  admirable  invention.     Another 

has  been  conftrudcd  by  the  fame  artift,  and  fent  to 

* 

Yarmouth,  where,  only  a  few  weeks  ago,  it  fuved 
eleven  fine  fellows*  lives.  The  lords  of  the  Admiralty 
have  it  under  confideration  to  grant  Mr.  Greathead 
a  reward  fuitablc'to  the  utility  of  the  tlifcovery.  ^ 

The  following  diredions  are  given  for  failing  into 
Tinmouth-haven.  **  Run  along  the  Ihore,  till  you 
come  open  of  the  river's  mouth,  then  bring  the  light- 

4  B  2     .  houfcs 


5^4  impartial  iE)iaorg  of 


houfes  in  a  line,  and  fo  fail  in,  which  will  carry  you 
clear  of  a  fand  bank  called  the  Herd-fand ;  and  a 
rock  called  the  Black-middens,  on  the  north  fide^ 
then  you  may  open  the  light  to  the  foutbward. 
When  the  moon  comes  to  the  north-eaft  and  fouth- 
weft,  it  is  high  water  at  Tinmouth-bar. — WarburtonU 
tnarmfcript  colleSions. 

We  Ihall  now,  in  a  very  brief  manner,  mention 
fome  of  the  moft  particular  places  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tyne.  To  begin  at  Hedwin  Streams.  Hedwin  is  a 
village  fituated  on  the  north  lide  of  the  river.  It 
feems  to  have  been  originally  a  Roman  ftation,  from 
its  name,  and  the  Roman  wall  went  clofe  paft  it. 

Ryton  is  a  delightful  village  with  a  fine  church 
lituated  on  an  eminence,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
river.  We  fcarcely  would  have  noticed  it  had  it  not 
been  to  obfcrve,  that  it  had  for  its  redlor,  the  cele- 
brated and  leamed  Cave,  who  wrote  the  lives  of  the 
fathers,  &c.  And  a  ftill  greater  man  fucceeded  him, 
the  famous  Dr.  Seeker,  who  rofe  to  the  firft  dignity 
in  the  church  of  England,  by  being  elevated  to  the 
^rchbifhopric  of  Canterbury,  and  had  the  honour  to 
chriften,  marry,  and  crown  king  George  HI.  his 
prefcnt  majcfty. 

Newburn,  about  fix  miles  diftant  from  New- 
eaflle,  is  of  great  antiquity,  and  is  famous  for  a  pro* 
dudtive  falmon-fiftiery,  clofe  by  it.  It  was  here  that 
the  firft  earl  df  Northumberland  was  afikflinated  in 
the  church. 

The  other  pbces  on  both  fides  of  the  river  above 
the  bridge:  we  have  occafionally  -  mentioned,  Lem- 
xn"ngton,  Belt's  Clofe,  Stella,  Blaydon,  Swalwell,  &c. 

At  fhort  intervals,  on  each  fide  of  the  river  the  eye 
is  delighted  in  feeinc:  ftaiths,  manufaftorics,  villages, 
and  gentlemen's  feats,  &c.  At 
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At  Howdon,  there  are  dry-docks  for  building 
(hips  of  almoft  any  fize.  Two  very  large  Indiamen^ 
of  near  a  thoufand  tons  each»  are  now  on  the  itocks« 
At  this  dock,  was  built  the  Argo  of  44  guns,  a  few 
years  ago,  which  has  been  extremely  adlive  in  the 
fervice.  Here  is  alfo  a  large  covered  ropery,  all  be- 
longing to  the  Mcffrs.  Hurry. 

On  the  oppoiite  fide,  further  down,  is  the  ancient 
monaftery  of 

JARROW. 

This  houfe,  which  was  of  the  benedidine  order, 
was  annexed  to  the  neighbouring  monaftery  of 
Monk-wearmouth.  They  were  both  founded  towards 
the  end  of  the  feventh  century,  under  the  aufpices  of 
Benedid  Bifcop,  of  great  eminence  in  his  time,  who 
having  been  a  foldier  in  his  early  youth,  devoted  him* 
felf  to  religion  at  the  age  of  twenty  five  ;  and,  having 
taken  the  tonfure,  became  a  zealous  teacher,  and  as 
it  were,  a  miffionary  of  the  monalUc  life.  Benedidl 
made  a  voyage  into  France,  and  brought  back  with 
him  ikilfui  m^fons,  to  build  the  church  of  that  abbey, 
after  the  manner  of  the  Roman  architedlurt ;  which 
was  fo  fpeedily  accomplillied,  that  within  a  year  after 
it  began  to  be  built,  it  was  finilhed  anno  681. 

Anno  681,  the  monaftery  of  [arrow,  founded  by 
Ceolfrid,  in  honour  of  Paul,  the  teacher  of  the  Gen- 
tiles,  began  to  be  built,  under  the  aufpices  of  fiene- 
did,  and  with  the  approbation  of  king  Ecgfrid. 

The  famous  ecclcfiaiLcal  writer,  Bede,  was  born 
of  obfcure  parents,  in  the  vicinity  of  Jarrow,  and 
^s,  at  the  age  of  feven  years,  fent  for  bis  education 
to  the  monaftery  of  that  place. 

Anno 
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Anno  700,  niaiiy  privileges  were  granted  to  the 
joint  nionafteries  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  at  Wear- 
mouth  and  Jarrow,  by  Sergius  pope  of  Rome. 

In  the  year  735,  Bede,  the  great  boaft  of  the  mp- 
naftery  of  St.  Paul,  died^  and  was  buried  firft  at  Jar- 
row,  but  his  body  was  afterwards  removed  to  Dur- 
ham. Bede,  for  .the  age  in  which  he  lived,  was  a 
prodigy  of  learning.  He  was  very  tolerably  ac- 
quainted  with  the  Latin  and  Greek  dailies ;  and  to 
his  unwearied  diligence  we  owe  almoft  our  whole 
knowledge  of  that. dark  and  turbulent  period.  His 
ecclefiaftical  hiftory  is  replete  with  curious  informa- 
tion, and  is  Wiitten  in  no  contemptible  latifiity. 
For  a  gravity  of  deportment,  and  the  ftridleft  piety, 
he  got  the  epithet  of  Venerable  at  an  early  period 
of  his  life ;  and  being  canonized  by  the  bifhop  of 
Rome,  he  was  enrolled  in  the  calendar  of  their 
faints ;  and  probably  as  defervedly  as  iiioft  of  their 
faintfliips  recorded  there.  He  was  acquainted  with 
poetry,  rhetoric,  logic,  phyfics,  metaphyfics,  aftrono- 
my,  mufic,  geometry,  cofmography,  hiltoi^,  philoft- 
phy,  and  divinity.  William  of  Malmlbury  thus 
draws  his  charafter  :  **  He  was  a  man.'that  afthbugh 
born  in  an  extreme  corner  of  the  world,  yet  the 
light  of  his  learning  fpread  over  all  parts  of  tfte 
earth.  All  the  hours  which  hte  had  to  fpare  frofn 
the  monaftic  exercifes  of  prayer,  and  finging  in  the 
choirs  by  day  und  night,  (in  which  he  was  cbnftant 
ind  very  devout)  he  mod  diligently  fpent  in  ftudy, 
and  divided  his  whole  time  between  that  and  bis 
devotion.  He  was  preceptor  to  Alcuinus,  tutor  to 
Charlemain,  and  Claudius  and  Clemens,  thofe  great 
lights  of  the  church,  and  the  illuftrious  founders  of 
the  univeriitics  of  Paris  and  Pavia/' 

Like 
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Like  all  men  of  genuine  worth,  he  was  equally 
ihodeft  as  pious  and  learned.  Henry  of  Huntingdon 
gives  the  following  account  of  his  works,  viz. 

An  incredible  number  of  treatifes  upon  all  parts 
of  the  old  and  new  teftaments,  many  of  which  are 
ftill  to  be  found  in  the  Bodleian  library  at  Oxford. 

His  eccleiiaftical  hiftory. 

Above  one  hundred  homilies,  and  many  pieces  of 
divinity  and  devotion, 

A  fmall  book,  defcriptive  of  the  Holy  Land. 

A  chronicle  from  the  creation. 

A  book  of  the  writers  of  the  church. 

A  martyrology. 

An  epitome  of  Englifli  hiftory. 

On  the  (ituation  and  wonderful  things  of  Great 
Britajn. 

The  lives  of  many  holy  men  and  abbots. 
■  He  died  in  the  jid  year  of  his  age. 

About  a  mile  weft  of  Jarrow,  there  is  a  well  ftill 
called  Bede*s  Well ;  to  which,  as  late  as  the  year 
1740,  U  was  a  prevailing  cuttom  to  bring  difeafed 
children ;  a  crooked  pin  was  put  into  the  well, 
which  was  laved  dry  between  each  dipping  of  the 
patient.  But  on  every  midfummer-eve  there  was  a 
great  refort  of  neighbouring  people,  with  bonfires, 
mufic,  and  dancing,  to  St,  Bede's  Well. 

In  the  year  870,  the  Danes,  who  were  particularly 
hoflile  to  all  places  of  worfhip,  deftroyed  the  mbn^- 
ftery  of  Jarrow.  Two  centuries  after,  it  fuffered  a 
frefli  defolation  by  the  royal  barbarian,  William  the 
Conqueror. 

It  was,  after  thefe  difafters,  repaired  and  partly 
jfebiiilt,  by  grants  both  royal  and  pontifical;   but 
with  fcarcely  any  appearance  of  its  former  magnifi- 
cence. 
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cence.  This  too  falling  into  decay,  the  church  uu« 
derwent  a  thorough  repair  in  the  year  1783;  and  in 
1790  the  following  infcription  on  a  ftone  was  re- 
moved to  the  weft  end  of  the  church  of  Jarrow  : 

BASILICA   HUSUS 

VETUSTISSIMiE 

PARS   OCCIDENTALIS 

RESTAURATA   EST. 

ANNO    1783. 

EngUJbed. 

•*  The  wcftern  part  of  this  moft  ancient  church 
was  rebuilt  in  the  year  1783.** 

In  the  veftry,  kept  with  great  care,  is  a  chair  of 
oak,  of  an  antique  form,  that  is  faid  to  have  been 
the  identical  chair  in  which  the  venerable  and  vir. 
tuous  Bede  fate  and  wrote  moft  of  his  works.  If  fo, 
it  muft  be  above  one  thoufand  years  old. 

There  is  a  fingularity  in  the  fituation  of  the  fleeple 
of  Jarrow  church,  which  we  cannot  omit  noticing; 
It  being  placed  in  the  eaft  end  of  the  buildingi  in« 
flead  of  the  weft,  as  ufuaL 

SHIELDS. 

South  and  North  Shields,  in  their  rapid  progrefs 
in  trade  and  population,  are  ftrong  demonftrations, 
what  great  things  induftry  and  a  fpirit  for  commerce 
can  efted.  South  Shields  was,  in  former  times,  ce- 
lebrated chiefly  for  the  great  quantities  of  fait  made 
there.  Thefe  have  been  prodigioufly  leflened  of  late 
years.  The  ftreet  next  the  river  is  long,  narrow, 
and  incoimnodiouft  ;  but  within  thefe  few  years  there 

have 
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have  been  great  improvements,  particularly,  a  mar- 
ket-place has  been  built.  It  is  a  fpacious  fquare,  in 
the  centre  of  which  is  a  handfome  building,  for 
public  purpofcs.  On  the  fouth  fide  is  a  large  and 
commodious  church,  dedicated  to  St., Hilda,  which 
is .  a  chapelry  of  Jarrow.  It  has  a  fquare  fteeple, 
with  a  peal  of  bells.  There  are  feveral  dry  docks 
for  building  and  repairing  fliips  of  great  burthen. 
Here,  alfo,  are  eight  glafs-houfes,  where  large  quan- 
tities of  that  valuable  branch  of  manufa<Sture  are 
conftantly  made ;  viz.  four  for  green  glafs  bottles^ 
three  for  crown  glafs,  and  one  for  flint  glafs.  At 
the  fouth-eaft  end,  called  the  Law,  are  eredled  feve- 
ral batteries  of  cannon  for  defence  of  the  river. 

Upon  the  late  cenfus  taken  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain,  South  Shields  was  found  to  contain 
nearly  as  great  a  number  as  any  town  in  the  county. 
^n  it,  beiides  the  eftabliOied  church,  of  which  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Wallace  is  reftor,  there  are  four  diflenting 
meeting-houfes.  One  confiderably  above  the  Mill- 
dam  is  (we  believe)  under  the  patronage  of  Lady 
Ann  Erikine.  Another,  on  a  ballad-hill,  of  the 
Burgher «feceder  communion,  Rev.  J.  Thorburn, 
M.  p.  minifter.  On  the  bank-head,  fronting  the 
river,  is  a  aeat  chapel  for  diflenters.  Rev.  Jofeph 
Matthews,  miniften  A  little  lower  down  is  a  lar^e 
one,  with  a  numerous  congregation,  Rev.  Charley 
Tofhack,  minifter.  The  methodifts  have  alfo  a  place 
of  worfliip  in  South  Shields ;  where  there  is  likewife 
a  theatre.  Meflis.  Wilfon,  Dryden,  Maffin,  Lumf« 
den,  8lc.  fchoolmafters/ teach  youth  with  great  fuc- 
cefs  and  approbation. 

About  a  mile  to  the  fouth  ward  is  the  village  of 
Weftoe,  which  is  perhaps  one  of  the  mod  detightful 
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and  charming  places  in  the  north  of  England.  From 
it  is  a  noble  profpcft  of  the  German  Ocean,  and  of 
the  adjacent  country.  The  ftreet  is  wide  and  airy, 
the  houfes  elegant,  and  adorned  with  pleafant  gar* 
dens,  flower  plots,  &c.  This  place  is  the  calm  re. 
treat  of  th^  wealthy  and  fuccefsful  adventurers  by 
fea. 

North  Shields  lies  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river. 
The  low  ftreet  there,  too,  is  almoft  equally  incom* 
modious  as  that  in  South  Shields.  This  place,  now 
Co  rich,  commercial,  and  important*  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  L  contained  only  three  or  four  cottages  for 
as  many  fifhermen.  Indeed,  its  name  imports  that 
it  confiftcd  bhly  of  fheds,  or  Ihields,  for  the  mifer* 
able  accommodation  of  poor  fifhers !  At  the  weft 
end  of  North  Shields  ftands  Milburn  Place,  contain- 
ifi^  two  parallel  ftreets,  running  from  weft  to  caft, 
while  the  front,  which  looks  towards  the  river,  is 
adorned  with  a  pile  of  beautiful  buildiilgs,  on  an 
elevated  iituatron,  and  enjoys  a  mod  commanding 
Jpfofpeft  for  many  miles  iround.  There  are  feveral 
docks  for  building  ihips  of  large  dimenfions,  and 
great  burthen,  in  North  Shields.  The  houfes  on 
both  fides  of  the  low  ftreet  are  one  continued  range 
•of  ftiops,  richly  ft ored  with  every  kind  of  merchan* 
dite.  Numbers  of  oxen  ate  flaughtered  here  for  the 
•ftiipping,  and  efpecially  for  thofe  in  the  coal  trade, 
i/rhich  are  generally  well  vitftuaUed.  At  the  eaft 
end  of  North  Shields  is  a  ftrong  fort,  (called  Clif- 
lbrd*s  Fort)  and  an  arfenal  for  warlike  ftores.  The 
cannon  on  the  battery  are  numerous  and  of  hrgb 
calibrei  and,  lying  almoft  level  with  the  river,  form  a 
powerful  defence  againft  any  hoftile  attempt  to  de^ 
ftroy  the  (hipping  in  the  harbour.    In  Clifford's  Foft 
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is  the  low  light,  which  correi{M>nds  with  another  on 
the  top  of  the  baoki  aad  <lireds  (hips  to  enter  the 
rivtr  by  the  narrows  with  fafety. 

On  the  bank-head;  on  a  fine  level  fpacipus  ground, 
are  many  good  buildings ;  particularly  Dockwray^ 
iquarie,  Toll4quare,  S^.  Some  new  llreets  are  alio 
rapidly  advancing;  and  if  the  obfervHtiop  of  Iprd 
Kaimes  be  juil»  that  a  view  of  the  ocean  is  the  moii 
auguft  in  nature,  the  inhabitants  in  the  elevated 
pvts  of  North  Shields  completely  enjoy  it.  Tlie 
j^riih  church,  which- was. but  lately  rebuilt,  ftaiuls 
about  half  a  mile  north  of  the  town.  It  is  a  very 
handibme  edifice,  with  a  fine  peal  of  bells  in  a 
fquare.  lleeple,  and  well  adapted  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  parifliioners,  who  are  very  numerous. 
There  are  five  diflenting  mceting-houfes.  On  the 
bank' fide  is  one  of  long  Handing,  and  the  congrega- 
tion, which  is  great  and  refpedable«  is  under  the 
minifirations  of  the  Rev.  Meflls.  Rae  and  Knox.  A 
little  farther  down  is  another,  (lately  the  old  theatre^ 
Rev.  Mr,  Colquhoun,  miiniiler.  Still  farther  down 
is  a  large  chapel.  Rev.  Mr.  Pollock,  mrnifter.  H^^ 
is  alio  a  fmall  baptiil  chapel,  aud  another  for  th^ 
people  called  quakers.  On  the  top  pf  the  bank  is  a 
neat  meeting-houfefor  fecedejfl^'kjev.  Mr.  Arinllrang, 
minifter.  In  Milburn-place  is  a  methodift  chapel, 
and  iinather  larg^  ^ne,  ^n  the  bank-head,  of  the 
iame  communion.  Here  is  a  neat  littk  theatre, 
which  in  general  .i$  well  attended. 

But  thie  glory  of  Shields  is  its  large  and  commo- 
dious harbour^  where  aboar  two  thoufand  Ihips  ca^ 
ride  fafeiy.  For  above  a  mile  from  tlie  mout^  iijf 
the  river,  the  eye  is  chinned  with  feeing  quite  a  fof- 
reft  of  mafts,  with  ftrcamers  waving,  and  the  ear  is 
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delighted  with  the  fliouts  of  brave  and  hardy'fearoen 
hoifting  the  canvas,  ready  to  catch  the  gale  to  con- 
vey them  to  the  moft  diftant  (hores. 

On  the  top  of  the  banks  are  large  covered  roperies 
for  malcing  cables  and  cordage  for  the  {hipping. 

In  both  North  and  South  Shields  are  many  very 
cxtenfive  breweries,  from  whence  large  quantities  of 
beer,  mie,  and  porter,  are  exported,  and  alfo  ufed 
in  ftoring  the  fhips. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  inhabitants  of  Shields  are 
adive,  enterprifing,  and  induftrious ;  and,  although 
adding  boufe  to  boufe,  andjbop  tojhop^  yet  •*  trade  is 
very  bad  I — never  worfe  I — nothing  but  lofing  mo- 
*ney  I"  are  expreffion^  and  complaints  to  which  they 
are  fo  much  habituated,  that  a  ftranger  is  almoft 
perfuaded  they  are  in  earneft. 

In  going  eallward,  we  afcend  to 

TYNEMOUTH  BARRACKS. 

Thefe  military  accommodations  are  of  great  ex- 
tent, in  the  form  of  a  fquare,  handfomely  built,  and 
command  one  of  the  fineft  profpeAs  in  the  kingdom. 
The  rooms  for  the  foldiers  are  neat,  convenient,  and 
airy.  In  the  fquare  the  men  are  daily  exercifed  and 
taught  military  manoeuvres. 

A  little  below,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  barracks, 
is  a  penitentiary  or  corrcftion-lioufe,  ftrongly  con- 
ftrudted,  and  is  a  difmal  proof  of  moal  depravity ; 
but  this  depravity  we  fitid  to  be  generally,  if  not 
always,  in  cxaft  proportion  to  the  number  of  com* 
men  foldiers  in  a  town.  Common  gardens  run  along 
the  banks,  and  are  very  productive  and  beautiful. 
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TYNEMOUTH  CASTLE. 

Thcfe  magnificent  ruins  have  fuch  an  air  of  gran- 
dear,  as  never  fails  to  ftrike  the  beholder  with  a  kind 
of  reverential  awe.  They  recal  to  our  minds  the 
days  of  ancient  times,  when  this  once  grand  monaf- 
tery  was  the  occafional  reiidence  of  royal  perfonages, 
princes,  prelates,  and  nobles,  who,  when  they  at- 
tended the  iublime  duties  of  devotion  in  this  auguft 
edifice,  felt,  no  doubt,  their  minds  elevated  with 
the  moft  exalted  ideas  of  the  great  Creator,  who 
fpread  the  fkies  over  the  pinnacles  of  their  lofty 
firudure,  and  who  poured  out  the  adjacent  ocean, 
that  with  iacefiant  toil  wafhes  the  rocks  which  con« 
ftitutc  the  ftable  bafis  of  this  majeftic  fabric.  But 
Tyneraouth  (once  noble)  Abbey,  in  its  origin,  was 
poilibly  a  religious  houfe  of  rude  and  fimple  archi- 
tefture  in  the  eariieft  ages  of  Chriftianity,  foon  after 
the  introdudion  of  the  monadic  inftitution  into  this 
ifland. 

Edwin,  king  of  the  Northumbrians,  fome  time 
between  the  years  of  Chrift  617  and  633,  erefted 
hefe  a  place  of  reiidence,  of  wood,  for  religious  of 
both  fexes,  in  which  his  own  daughter  Rofella  took 
the  veil.  Ofwald,  a  fucceeding  king  of  Northum- 
berland, anno  634,  pulled  down  this  wooden  reii- 
dence for  devQtion,  and  upon  its  lite  built  another  of 
ftone. 

All  oratory,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  faid  to  h^ve 
been  in  this  place,  where  a  great  number  of  perfbp^ 
of  diftinAion  affembled  for  devotional  purpofes.  The 
monaftery  by  this  time  acquired  fuch  a  reputation  of 
local  fan(5lity,  that  perfons  dying  in  the  neighbour- 
hood 
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hood  were  brought  to  be  interred  in  it,  according  to 
the  fuperftition  of  the  tioi^s. 

Hither  was  conveyed  for  that  purpofe  the  mur- 
dered body  of  king  Ofwio*  This  prince,  afterwards 
canonized,  was  born  at  a  town  that  had  beeo  a  Kxk 
man  ftation,  oppofitc  to  Tynemoutb,  on  the  fauth 
fide  of  the  river  Tyne»  called  Urfa,  which  was  to*- 
tally  defolated  by  the  Danes.  Ofwin  was  king  of 
Deira,  one  of  the  provinces  of  the  kingdom  of  Nor. 
thumberland,  and  by  bafe  treachery  fell  a  &Crifice 
to  the  ambition  of  Ofwy,  king  of  Bernicia,  the  other 
province  of  Northumberland,  in  the  year  651. 

The  Danes  repeatedly  plundered  and  deftroyed 
this  (lately  monaftery  ;  and  it  is  faid  to  have  been 
completely  demoliihed  by  Uungar  and  Hubba.  It 
is  aflerted  by  fome  writers  that  it  was  rebuilt  by 
Tofti,  earl  of  Northumberland. 

Anno  1094,  the  bodies  of  Malcolm,  king  of  Scot- 
land, and  his  fon,  prince  Edward,  both  flain  in  bat^ 
tle^  were  interred  in  this  monafiery. 

Earl  Mowbray,  having  entered  into  a  confpir^cy 
to  dethrone  William  Rufus,  converted  this  place  into 
a  caftle  to  defend  his  treafon  on  that  occalion ;  but 
Rufus,  marching  againit  him,  befieged  the  caftle  for 
two  months,  and  taking  the  place,  Mowbray  w$is 
dragged  out  and  put  to  death. 

Rufus  conferred  many  grants  and  privileges  upon 
the  monaftery  of  Tynemouth  j  and  Henry  Lh  gave 
leveral  valuable  endowments  to  it ;  but  the  mtik 
liberal  royal  donor  to  Tynemouth  was  king  John. 
That  the  reader  may  form  fome  idea  of  the  opulence 
^  of  this  grand  religious  refidence,  we  fiiaU  here  cmK 
nierate  what  the  laft  named  king  qonfirmed  to  the 
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monks  of  Tynecnouth,  and  what  be  gave  th^m  of 
his  own  moniftcence. 

The  charter,  dated  1204,  confirmed  to  the  church 
of  Tynemouth  all  their  knds  and  polleffions,  i.  e. 
the  villages  of  Tynemouth,  Seaton,  Prefton,  both  the 
Chirtons,  MilKngtotY,  Whitely,  Erdefdon.  the  two 
Back  worths,  Seghill,  Morton,' Beb(ide«  the  two  Dif- 
fingtons,  Ulfington,  Bewick,  fgtingham,  Lilbnrti, 
Anibcll,  Hawkflaw,  Elfwick,  Wylam,  Weltedon, 
and  half  of  Copun,  Carlebefry,  and  Morton  in  Bi. 
Ihopric,  HellefhaW,  and  the  lands  of  ^oyley  and 
Denum,  with  the  churches  of  Tynemouth,  Wood» 
liom,  Whalton,  Bolum,  Bewick,  and  Eglingham, 
and  of  Hertburn  and  ConnyfcIifT;  alfo  Hereford  on 
Blyth,  and  the  tythes  of  Hertned,  with  fhofe  of 
Middleton  on  Tees,  of  Corbridge,  Rothbury,  Wark* 
worth,  Wooler,  and  Newburn. 

It  appears  that  the  priory  of  Tynehfiouth  poflefled 
the  royalties  of  no  fewer  than  twenty-feven  villas  in 
the  county  of  Northumberland !  But  the  rapacious 
Henry  VIII.  dripped  this  rich  monaftery  of  all  its 
valuable  pofleilions,  anno  1539  ;  and  Robert  Biake^ 
ney,  prior,  with  fifteen  monks  and  three  novices, 
furrendered  the  monaftery  of  Tynemouth. 

On  the  fuppreffion  of  this  priory,  an  annual  pen- 
fion  of  80I,  was  aliigned  to  Robert  Blakeney,  the 
prior,  (^the  rich  plunder  could  well  afford  it)  and 
fmaller  ones  to  each  of  the  above  monks  and  no- 
vices ;  about  5I.  to  each. 

Tynemouth  Caftle,  from  its  hrfty  iituation  on 
rocks  of  prodigious  height,  almoft  perpendicular  to 
the  fea.  feems  by  nature  to  be  formed  for  a  place  of 
ftrength ;  and  fo  we  find  it  was,  at  an  early  period, 
fortified  agmnft  the  occafional  depredations  of  pirates, 

and 
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and  the  dill  more  formidable  invafioos  o£  tbe  Scots. 
Tynemouth,  on  that  account,  for  ages  became  the 
fcene  of  many  bloody  confiids. 

Among  tbe  laft  of  the  military  exploits,  which 
happened  at  Tyneqiouch,  were  thofe  during  the  un- 
happy civil  war  between  Charles  U  smd  his  parlia- 
ment ;  for,  anno  1642,  Tynemouth  Caftle  was  put 
in  a  pofture  of  defiance  by  the  earl  of  Newcaftle, 
then  governor  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  who  fcnt 
three  hundred  foldier$  from  thence«  with  fix  large 
cannons.  Trenches  were  caft  up,  and  a  fort  was 
ereded  at  the  mouth  of  the  haven  on  this  occaiion. 

Od.  27,  1644,  Typemouth  Caftle,  aft^r  having 
been  beiieged  for  fome  time^  furrendered  to  general 
Leven  and  the  Scots  army,  whef)  thirty- eight  pieces 
of  ordnance,  and  great  ftore  of  arms,  ammunition, 
and  provifions,  fell  into  the  hands  of  tbe  enemy. 
The  garrifon  were  allowed  to  march  out  with  their 
baggage  on  this  occafion.  It  is  mentioned  that  on 
the  19th  preceding  of  that  month,  the  garrifon  hav- 
ing fuifered  feverely  by  the  plague,  the  chief  com- 
manders had  left  the  caftle. 

A«  !>•  1648,  Sir  Arthur  Haflerigg  was  governor  of 
Tynemouth  Caftle.  Colonel  Lilburn,  bis  deputy  in 
the  command,  having  revolted,  and  declared  for  the 
king,  Haflerigg  ftormed  the  caftle,  and  put  all  that 
were  in  arms  therein  to  the  fword.  Ljlbum's  head 
was  cut  oft*,  and  fixed  upon  a  pole.  After  tbe  re- 
ftoration.  the  common-council  of  Newcaftle  voted 
(wo  hundred  pounds  towards  the  reparation  of  tbe 
works  of  Tynemouth  Caftle,  in  confeq^ueuce  of  a 
letter  from  Charles  II. 

The  old  church,  within  the  caftle  of  Tynemouth, 
was  ufed  for  divine  fervice  till  the  year  1668,  when 
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a  AtMf  out  was  built  and  confecrated  in  the  courfe 
6f  the  fame  year. 

A*  D.  1783,  the  firitifh  gov.emtxlent  refumed  the 
poflSrffion  of  Ty nemouth  Caftle,  for  a  place  of  amis 
and  a  depofitory  of  ftores,  for  the  better  protedioti 
of  the  port  of  Tyne,  and  of  the  adjacent  ooails  of 
Durham  and  Northumberland.  In  confequence  of 
this  refolution,  many  fine  pieces  of  cannon,  feveral 
of  them  brafs,  and  great  quantities  of  military  ftores, 
arrived  at  Ty  nemouth  Caftle ;  fo  that  it  is  now  a  com* 
plete  place  of  arms  and  warlike  ftores.  The  fine 
and  magnificent  entrance  into  the  caflle  was  entirely 
demoliAied,  and  built  up  in  a  ftyle  of  architeAure  of 
the  moil  contemptible  kind,  over  which  are  fitted 
up  barracks  for  the  foidiers.  This  debafing  altert*- 
tioD  was  made  by  the  orders  of  bis  grace  the  duke  of 
Richmond,  then  mailer  of  the  ordnance.  He  un^ 
derilood,  in  pxadice,  this  verfe  in  Horace  better 
than  any  man  in  the  kingdom : 

De/lrulif  4tJificatf  tnutat  qwaJrata  rotun<Sx» 

He  buildsi  dtfkroyst  and  duuig^s  fliapes  of  tbiagt. 

This  celebrated  monaflery,  which  was  of  the  Be* 
oedidine  order,  produced  many  learned  men.  We 
cannot  even  ielei^  a  iinall  enumeration  of  them,  but 
Ihall  only  mention  two.  John  of  Whethamflede, 
33d  abbot  of  St.  Alban's,  was  a  monk  of  the  priory 
of  Tynemouth,  and  gave,  after  he  came  to  be  ab« 
botp  a  chalice  of  pure  gold,  and  of  great  weight,  to 
the  priory  of  Tynemouth.  Stephem's  MooafLioon 
ikya  of  hira, ''  Contegit  ijlc  lapis^'  &c. 

XKOUSHED. 

^  Thisftone  covers  the  bones  tfibe  venerable  yohn 
Wbetban^ieie^  who  was  abbot  here  m  bis  iime^  ntq/l 
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learned  bimftlf^.a  hver  of  learned  men^  and  kind  to 
them  all.  He  was  as  zealous  as  Pbineas  againfl  lewd 
perjbns,  and  as  John  againjl  adulterers,  and  even  as 
Peter  againfl  Simoniacs.  He  was  fo  great  a  repairer 
of  decayed  churches^  that  none  exceeded  bim  in  that 
virtue,  nor  is  tbfre  any  bis  equal  to  this  day'* 

John  of  Tynemouth  was  born  in  that  town,  and  is 
faid  to'  have  been  vicar  of  it.  He  was  a  nioft  virtu- 
ous pcrfdn,  and  well  learned,  entirely  addifted  to 
the  ftirdy  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  of  facred  hiftory. 
He  coUedlcd  the  lives  and  afts  of  the  faints  of  Eng- 
Iknd,  Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  with  great  judg- 
ment and  indefatigable  labouf ;  which  work  he  en- 
iitled  San^rlogium  Servonim  Dei,  i.e.  The  Sacred 
Hi/lory  of  the  Servants  of  God.  He  allb  wrote  many 
commentaries  and  expofitions  of  the  fcripture ;  a 
work  called  The  Golden  Hijlory)  a  maptyrology,  &c. 

In  the  ruins  of  Tynemouth  monaftery  there  are 
ftill  obfervable  three  recefles  rn  the  fouth  wall,  near 
the  entrance  to.  the  oratory  of  St.  Mary  ;  one  is  faid 
to  haivc  been  the  confefliori^lch^ir ;  another  of  them 
has  evidently  been  the  cavity  for  containing  the 
holy  water;  and  the  third  the  clofet  for  the  confe- 
cratedhoft.  It  is  remarkjcble;  that  the  capitals  of 
the  columns  have  each  of  them  a  different  kind  of 
ornament. 

'  The  little  oratory  of  St.  Mary  has  been  cleaned 
out,  by  the  order  of  the  governor,  and  (hut  up  to 
prcfcrve  it  from  future  defecrations.  It  is  on  the 
caft  end  of  the  lofty  ruins,  and  ftill  entirfe. 

In  a  place  devoted  for  fo  many  centuries  to  reli* 
gion,  and  where  the  duft  of.  princes,  prelates,  chiefs, 
and  noble»,  has  flept  for  ages,  the  recording  monu- 
ments of  theit  high  achievements,  their  yittues,  and 
*         ,.  their 
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their  wdrth,  inuil  have  been  numerous  and  fplendid. 
But,  alas !  all-devourrng  time,  and  the  ruthlefs  haL 
voc  of  war,  have  configned  alhioft  the  whole  to  ob- 
livion! -Some  tomb:ft6ncs '  ftill  remain  anibng' the 
mournful  ruins.  On  two  altar  tombs  of  bJuc'marble, 
in  thepart'that-has  becrt  the  chancel,  are  the  twb 
•foUowmg'.kifcriptions.   '   ^    '^    '^ -■     '  v^/:'    ^  i 

,  ,,  1      '  .  «  .  . 

."  H^rc  licdi  the  body,  of  Henry  RvAV^f^qi 

merchant,  aldermant  and  twice  mayor     ,  ^ 

of  Ncwcaftl?  upon  T^jie,        .  ,\   ' 
-whd  died  OaoTjcr  i8ih,"  1734,'  'aged  6v    '    ' 
ri     He  was  a  magtftrate,  able,  gcneroiifs,  • -' 

and  of  a  truly  public  fpirit  of. religion  \\  \   ' .     .*r. 
A  zealous  advocate  and  defeodeiT;  of  ^i^  • 
Church  of  England,  and.thofe  that  wait  ?t     .  .     ; 
'its'  altair:  a  fincere  friend  and  underdandmg. patron. 
In  the  various  inftitutions  of  public'  char!  cjf 
.a  prudent  dire^tor^  aAd  muniticent  benefa^GT. 
,  C^iexsi^  integrity  in  cMimerce,  humanity -tb.  ' 

ftrangeis,  civility  t^  acquaifita^e^ ,  :./'.'     ; 


and  generofity.to  all. 


» 


i  i «. » '  •     •  • 
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««  Herelietk-inxertedthebdajiof  ^    J    •     :    ,    ' 
IJTRif  K  Rbay,  «fep'^dheir  ofiHeiiry 
Reay»  efq.  ^dern^an  of  N^wpaille  ;Upon  "^yne*  •  , ,     \ 
He  was  endowed  with  all  tboTe  .   ». .     ' 
aifniable  and  focial  qualities  which  caufe 
men  to  be  bcroved  when  living,  larhentcd 
when  dead.     By  hi«  w4fe  Bridget,  dainghter    *         ^ 
of  Henry  Blepcow,  of  Blencow-Hall,)  i^.  !) 

ii>  the  county  of  Cumberlandy:  cfq.  7   •    ^ 
he  liad  iiTue  three  children,  Philadelphia^    . » 
who  died  before  him,  April  4th,  1756,  in  tlie 

1  ft  year  of  her  age;  Hannah  and  Utricle, 
who  farvived  him :    He  died  April  lotn,  1^421  ' 
in  the  31ft  year  of  his  age.     Here  silfo  lieth     • 

buried  UxRipK  Reay,  his  fon,  whp'd^^  •. 
Harcli  4th,  J  744,  in  tlie  7tb  year. of  hi^  ag^>     ^ 
To  whofe  memory  this  monument  was 
trcfted,  by  the  forenamed  Bridget  RcayJ* 
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In  ,the  church-yard  are  a  great  many  beautiful 
tomb-ftones^  and  are  almofl  daily  encreafing. 

In  walking  round  the  precin^s  of  this  celebrated 
place,  nothing  can  e^^ceed  the  profpeds  with  which 
the  eye  is  luxuriouily  entertained.  When  we  look 
down  from  thefe  tremendous  rocks,  *'  and  view  the 
main  that  ever  toils  below ;"  when  we  «xt(f  tid  our 
view  northward,  we  fee  the  princely  feat  of  Seaton- 
Delaval,  and  are  charmed  with  obferving,  at  a  dif- 
tance,  Cullercoats,  Hartley,  BIyth,  and  the  ruined 
abbey  of  H^ly  Iflaiid ;— fputh  and  wcfti.  groves  of 
mads,  and  the  flourllbing,  fpreading  towns  of  North 
and  Sout^  Shields.  In  t  word,  ^  take  this  profpe6l 
for  all  in  all,  we  fhall  not  ealily  fee  its  like  again." 
We  take  our  leave  of  thefe  antique  towers  and  hal- 
lowed walls,  with  a  *'  £gh^  drawn  from  the  inmoft 
foul,"  and  laying,  peace  to  the  manes  of  (he  virtu- 
ous and  the  good,  who  fleep  there,  tili  the  glorious 
reilitution  of  sill  things  t 

On  the  north-eaft  fide  of  the  caflle  is  a  light-houfe 
for  the  diredion  of  fhips ;  it  is  very  high,  and  the 
lights  from  it  are  feen  many  leagues  at  fea.  Clofe 
to  it  is  a  battery  of  very  large  cannon,  pointed  over 
thefe  lofty  rocks,  for  defence  of  the  fiiipping. 

The  prefent  govenior  of  Tynemouth  Caftle  is 
Charles  Raiosford^  whofe  annual  Hilary  is  two  hun« 
dred  and  eighty- four  pounds;  and  that  of  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor, Charles  Crawford,  one  hundred  and 
feventy-threc  pounds. 

The  village  of  Tynemouth  has  twie  very  wide  and 
airy  ftreet.  In  it  are  ieveral  taverns  and  inns  for  the 
accommodation  of  tho£e  who  come  in  parties  of  plea- 
fure,  or  for  bathing.  It  is  now  a  place  of  genteel 
refort  for  iba-buthing  during  the  fummer  feafon,  for 
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which  purpofe  the  bay,  called  Prior's  Haven,  on  the 
Ibuth  fide  of  the  caftle,  is  exceedingly  well  adapted. 
The  ufuai  morning  walk  of  the  company  is  among 
the  extenfive  and  venerable  ruins  of  the  caftle  an(3l 
monaftery,  the  light  of  which  fills  all  vilitanu  of 
tafte  with  emotions  of  veneratioo  and  fympathy^ 
.exclaimiDg  with  a  figh,  Sic  tran/U  ghria  mundi — 
So  paffes  the  glory  of  all  human  things* 


HISTORICAL[EVENT& 
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.  ji  fiiceinR  Account  of  the  mo/l  remarkable  Events 
which  have  happened  in  Newcajlle. 

A  TOWN,  which,  for  ages,  made  fo  great  a  figure 
for  its  political,  and  in  our  times  for  its  commercial 
confcquence,  rauft  have  been  fubjecl  to  various  re- 
volutions,  and  given  birth  to  many  very  ftriking 
events.  On  a  flight  retrofped  of  its  hillory, 
many  occurrences  prefcnt  themfelves,  Angular,  and 
in^a  manner  peculiar  to  itfeif.  At  an  early  period^ 
we  have  feen,  that  its  fixuatlon,  adjoining  to  one  of 
the  fined  rivers  of  the  ifland,  foon  attracted  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  Romans^  The  fitnefs  of  the  river  Tyne 
for  the  purpo£rs  of  navigation  did  not  long  efcape 
the  notice  of  a  commercial  people ;  nor  can  we 
doubt  but  that  the  mod  ancient  Britons  cbole  their 
refidence  on  its  fertile  and  delightful  bajiks.  The 
mightieft  and  nu)(l  enterpriling  of  the  Roman  em. 
perors^  upon  their  fubduing  the  fouthern  parts  of  the 
ifland,  turned  their  attention  to  make  it  a  depot  of 
«rni5,  and  a  barrier  againft  the  intrepid  and  re'ftlefs 
*  tribes  of  northern  barbarians, 
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- .  Julias  AgiicoU,  governor  under  the  emperor  Titus  Vcfpafiaa, 
eftablillicd  a  garrifon  here  about  A.  D.  80 ;  and  made  it  one  of 
chat- chain  ot  military  Ilations  which  extended  from  the  eaftern 
to  the  weftern  fea. 

Hadrian,  the  Roman  emperor,  built  his  wall  or  rampart  nearly 
from  the  Irifh  fea  to  the  German  ocean,  terminating  at  this  part 
of  the  river ;  over  which  alfo  he  threw  a  bridge,  at  this  place : 
a  circumllance  which  gave  a  new  appellation,  that  of  Pom  JElif, 
(derived  from  his  family  name  ^lius)  to  the  Roman  ftation,  the 
fite  of  which  is  at  prefent  included  within  the  walls  of  Newcaftle. 
Severus  was  here  In  perfbn,  and  began  to.  eredt  his  famous  wall 
of  (lone,  A.  D.  207.  which  was  extended  acrofs  the  iiland,  nearly 
from  fea  to  fea.  .  This  (iupendous  monuxntnt  of.  the  Roman 
people  pafled  through  the  flte  of  the  prefent  Newcaf!le  eaftward* 
ending  at  the  ftation  of  SegddUnum,  near  the  village  of  Wallfend. 
This  celebrated  place,  after  hiflorical  filence  of  nearly  two 
hundred  years,  occurs  again,  under  the,  new  appellation  of  ^itf 
Murum,  (at  the  wall)  and  the  refidence  of  a  Northumbrian  king. 
During  the  heptarchy,  which  continued  near  three  hui\dred  years, 
it  had  the  name  of  Monkchefter^  and  was  one  of  the  principal 
feats  of  the  Northumbrian  princes. 

The  conqueror  William  frequently  vifi ted  this  town,  in  his  wars 
with  his  refraflory  barons,  or  the  reftlcfs  Scots.  His  fon  Rufus 
built,  the  flrong  fonrefs,  from  which  it  exchanged  its  name  on<^e 
more  to  that  of  Newcaftle,  which*  it  retains  to  the>  prefent  times. 
A.  D.  1068,  Northumberland  was  invaded  and  Newcaftle 
taken  by  Ec(gar  Etheling,  heir  to  the  crown  of  England,  together 
with  Malcolm,  king  of  Scotland,  whom  the  conqueror  engaged 
in  perfon,  and  overthrew  on  a  heath  adjoining  to  that  place,  now 
called  G^te(head-fell.  The  enraged  Norman  l^id  Newcaftle 
;ilmo(l  level  with  the  gi*onnd,  to  prevent  its -becoming,  In  future, 
an  afyium  to  his  enemies, 

A.  D.  1072^  William  the  conqueror  paifcd  again  through 
Newcaftle,  on  his  way  to  Scotland.  Malcolm  met  him  at  Ber- 
wick upon  Tw^ed,  vviiere  he  did  him  homage. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Stephen,  the  town  of 
Newcaftle  appears  to  have  been  fei^ed  into  the  hands  of  David, 
king  of  Scots  ;  in  whofe  pofleffion,  or  rather  perhaps  in  that  of 
prince  Keury  his  fon,  it  fccms  to  have  continued  for  a  long  time. 
In  the  year  x  173,  William,  king  of  Scots,  taking  advantage  pf 
the  unnatural  rebellion  raifed  againft  Henry  II.  in  his  family  and 
'       L  kingdom^ 
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kingdomi  appears  to  have  inraded  England.  After  having  com- 
mitted  the  moft  dreadful  devaftation,  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the 
Tyne>  he  retreated,  and  fat  down  before  Alnwick  Caflle,  in  a  place 
adjoining  to  which,  amidft  a  troop  of  between  Citij  and  feventy 
horfemen,  apprehending  no  danger,-  and  diverting  himfelf  with 
tiie  exercifes  of  chiralrf  in  an  open  plain,  he  was  taken  prifoner  hy 
Ranulph  de  GlanviUe,  Iheriff  of  Yorkfhtre,  with  a  band  of  horfe, 
m  which  were  about  400  knights.  This  gallant  party,  who  had 
fet  out  from  Newcadle  early  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  July, 
returned  the  fame  evening,  bringing  the  grand  enemy  of  their 
royal  nafter  along  with  them— —This  William  king  of  Scots, 
furnamed  the  Lion,  was  afterwards  confined  in  the  caftle  of  Rich- 
mond, till  king  Henry  removed  him,  and  imprtfoned  him  at  Rouen, 
in  Noimandy.  The  Scottilh  king  was.  afterwards  delivered  up 
at  York,  for  the  ranfom  of  4,oool.  and  a  dreadful  rencDuater  took 
place  at  the  bridge  of  Newcaftle,  on  his  return  to  his  kingdom, 
between  his  own  guards  and  the  commons  of  that  town,  whoy 
^ubtlefs,  were  highly  exafperated  at  the  redemption  of  an  enemy 
whom  they  had  fo  great  cauie  b^th  to  hate  and  fear. 

About  the  year  1209,  there  was  a  conference  held  at  NewcalUi 
between  king  John  and  William  king  of  Scots.     . 

In  the  year  1213,  king  Jphn  marched  through  the  town  of 
Newcaftle,  on  his  route  againft  Scotland  with  his  army  ;  but  the 
Scottilh  king  met  him  on  the  borders,  and,  by  the  mediation  of 
€ommon  frieads,  the  quanel  was  made  up  for  fome  time  bet^'eea 
the  two  kingdoms. 

'  A.  D.  1234,  there  was  a  grievous  pla^gue  at  Newcaftle,  which 
xontinued  for  three  years.  • 

In  the  year  1236,  king.  Henry  HI.  had  a  conference  with  Ales^ 
andcr,  king  of  Scotland,  at  the  town  of  Newcaftle. 

In  the  year  1 2449  the  (ifter  kingdoms  had  nearly  come  to  at» 
open  rupttire,  the  king  of  England  being  at  Newcaftle  with  an 
army^  and  the  king  of  Scots  with  another  at  Ponteland  ;  a  peace/ 
however,,  was  agreed  upon  by  the  mediation  of  the  archbifhop  of 
York,  and  fome  of  the  nobility,  on  the  eye  of  the  Afluniption  of 
the  Bkfled  Virgin.  Rapin  tells  us,  that  Alexander  fubmitted  to 
t^e  faxne  homage  that  he  himfelf  had  paid  on  a  former  occafion, 
and  which  his  anceftors  had  been  accuftomed  to  pay.  So  perfect 
a  reconciliation  took  place  between*  the  contending  parties  on  this 
4<caGon,  that,  before  their  departure^  a  jnarriagi^  was  agreed  up- 
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on  between  the  Ton  of  Alezandtri  kttif  of  ScoU,  and  Margaret^ 
the  eldell  daughter  of  the  king  of  England* 

A  remarkable  event  diftmguifbed  the  feafi  of  St.  Stephen*  in 
the  year  1292,  at  Newcaftie  1  John  Edtol,  king  of  Scodrnd,  faav« 
ingy  agaiuil  the  will  of  his  own  nobles,  if  we  tmj  credit  Boethiosy 
done  homage,  on  that  day,  for  hk  crowai  to  the  king  of  England^ 
in  the  hall  of  his  palace^  within  die  caUk  of  that  town  :  the  cere* 
taoty  la'as  conduifbed  with  much  folenrnity^  and  ia  the  pre&ace 
of  a  nttmber  of  great  peHbnagcs  of  both  nations* 

In  tlie  year  i2$7>  the  Scots  renewed  their  formef  hoAilitaeSi  bf 
making  an  inroad  into  England,  ilaying  the  inhabitants  of  Nor* 
thumberland,  and  burning  and  laying  wafte  the  country  $  the  ia* 
habitHttts,  witii  their  wives,  children,  funiitare>  and  cattle*  fled  !• 
NewcaHle  upon  Tyne,  whither  alfo  the  enemy  marched  down  the 
northern  bank  of  the  liver'i  the  townfmen  having  made  cHrerj 
neceflary  preparation  for  refiftaace,  fallied  forth  in  order  to  £tgkt 
them,  upon  vrhach  the  Scots  turned  another  way 

In  the  year  1 322,  a  general  rendeavoas  of  the  king's  forces  waa 
ordered  to  be  held  at  Newcaftk  upon  Tyne,  oo  the  feaft  of  the 
Holy  Tiinity.  A  rendezvous  vras  alfo  ordered  to  be  at  the  fame 
place  on  the  eve  of  St.  Luke  that  year»  which  was  prevented  bf 
inother  incurfion  of  the  Scots  into  Englaad^  who  penetrated  as 
fiir  as  York/hire,  and  nearly  took  the  king  of  England,  tiien  read- 
ing at  fiylandy  In  that  county,  a  ptifoner*  They  ar«  faid  to  have 
befieged  Nev^caftle  on  this  occaOon,  but  met  with  a  vigarous  re» 
pulfc  - 

On  the  execution  of  Andrew  de  Handa*  carl  of  Cadifle,  wha 

had  fuifered  death  for  treafon,  one  quarter  of  his  body  tras  order- 

td  to  be  put  up  on  the  keep  of  the  caflle  of  N^wcaftleupoaTyae. 

The  queen  of  kitig  Edward  III.  having  folloi#eid  tibe  king  m 

Durham,  was  conduced  to  hith  through  the  gate  o^the  abbey  to 

the  prior's  lodgings ;  where  having  fupped,  and  g^nc  to  bed  with 

her  royal  lord,  (he  was  (bon  difturb^  by  one  of  the  itionliSf  sAo 

rudely  intimated  to  the  king,  that  St.  Cuthbeit  by  tto  means  lo¥ed 

fte  trompany  t^  her  fex.    The  queen  upon  dits  got  eat  Of  bed^ 

and  having  hafiily  drefled  herfclf,  went  to  the  caftle  for  the  rt^ 

mainiog  part  of  the  night*  a&mg  pardon  f6r  the  cnrncflre  fa»l 

iAadvertemly  been  guilty  of  stgamft  the  patron  iaint  of  thc^diurch. 

Soon  after  the  return  of  David*  king  of  Scots,  to  bis  otm* 

country,  where  hfe  arrived  June  2d*  1 342,  he  invaded  Etigland' 

b^  the  eaftem  border  with  an  immenfe  armyi  and  commg  to 
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Kewcafilfr  Qpon  Tyne,  luf  abotit  it  all  night.  Early  the  neft 
moroing  the  townfmen  fallied  forth  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  of 
'  whanfi  diey  flew  great  numbers  by  furprife,  and  brought  back 
vnih  them  the  earl  of  Marniy,  whom  they  took  a  prifoner  in  hit 
tent.  The  next  morning  the  Scots  afTaulted  the  town,  bat  Sir 
John  Nevil,  then  captain  of  the  cattle,  making  a  mod  vigorous 
ideffnce«  they  were  compelled  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  marched  oa 
towards  Durham. 

In  the  year  1388,  while  the  Englilh  were  unhappily  occupied 
by  the  civil  diiTentions  between  the  king  and  his  parliament,  the 
Scots  invaded  England.  All  the  military  perfons  of  the  country 
were  ordered  to  afl*emble^  on  this  occafion,  at  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne,  which  was  fo  full  of  people,  tliat,  as  Froiffard  tells  us, 
•*  they  wyft  not  where  to  lodge."  1  he  eacmy  having,  as  ufualj 
marked  their  way  by  mpine  and  def^ru^lon,  as  far  as  Durham^ 
retained  and  fat  down  two  days  before  Newcaftle.  on  both  of 
which  they  had  fkirmifhes  with  the  defendants  within  that'towij. 
Sir  Henry  and  Sir  Ralph  Percy,  the  gallant  fons  of  the  earl  of 
Northumberland,  as  tlie  fame  authority  words  it,  were  ever  fore- 
mod  at  the  barriers  of  the  town  to  Ikirmifh.  In  one  of  thefe 
rencounters.  Sir  Henry  Percy,  fighting  hand  in  hand  with  the 
eari  of  Douglas,  lod  his  ftaudard,  which  he  made  a  vow  to  re- 
cover, and  for  that  purpofe  purfued  the  Scots  on  their  return  as 
far  as  Otterbourn,  where  a  mod  bloody  battle  was  fought,  ia 
whici)  the  Englifh  army  were  rather  unfoitunately  than  difho- 
nourably  defeated. 

December  I,  1428,  king  Henry  V(*  i/Fu^d  an  order  for  the 
fafe  conduct  of  the  king  of  Scots,  to  be  efcorted  as  far  as  New- 
caille  upon  Tyne  or  Durham,  by  one  thoufand  of  his  own  hor{e» 
to  a  pcrfonal  conference  with  Hexn-y  Beaufort,  bifhop  of  Win* 
chefter,  in  order  10  prevent  hodiUties  between  the  two  kingdoms. 

A  convention  fot  a  marriage  between  James,  then  duke  of 
Rothefiiy»  heir  apparent  of  the  king  of  Scotland,  and  Ann, 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  SuiFoSk,  and  niece  of  the  £ligli(h  king^ 
as  ibon  with«ti  three  years  as  the  parties  came  of  £t  age,  was 
agreed  upoh  to  be  ratified  December  6,  1483,  in  the  church  of 
6t.  Nicholas  iri  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  ;  but  it  was  a  felicity  not 
4efttaed  to  this  Ann,  but  referved  for  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Henry  VI.  by  a  marriage  with  the  king  of  Scotland,  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  realf  and  we  truft  cverlaftiog,  coaliiioa  between 

4'^  king. 
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^ki^gdpms  united  by  nature,  but^hich,  for  a  feries^  of  ages,  were 
unnaturally  and  very  unhappily,  disjc^aed. 

About  the  niiddle  of  Auguft,  14^79  ^i^f  Henry  VII.  arrived 

.atNewcafile  upon  Tync,  on  a  progrefs  tl^rough  the  nortbezn 

.counties,  and  carrying  on  a  fev^re  inquifition  ag^inft  the  perfoi)S 

who  had  been  concerned  in  the  late  rebellion.     He  continueil  ^ 

refide  in  t;hat  town  during  the  remainder  of  the  fununer. 

On  the  24th  of  July,  '5^3'  Margaret,  eldeft  daughter  qf 
Henry  VIL  then  affianced  to  James  IV.  king  of  Scotlau^d,  ar* 
riyed  at  NewcaJ^le  upon  Tyne,  on  her  way  to  that  kiagdoiq, 
where  fhe.^was  entertained  with  great  ftat^,  and  left  the  town  on 
tlie  26th  following* 

The  earl  of  Surrey,  in  the  abf(?nce  of  king  Henry  VIII.  or- 
c}ered  a  rendezvous  of  .military  forces  at  NeWcaftle  upon  Trne, 
September  i,  ijis*  He  arrived  at  that  town  Auguft  30,  on 
an  expedition  againA  Scotland,  ho()ilities  having  been  renewed 
between  Uie  two  kingdoms.  He  had  procured  the  banner  of  St. 
Cuthbcrt  frqm  the  church  of  Durham.  The  earl  was  joined  at 
Alnwick,  on  the  4th  of  September,  jjy  his  fon  Thomas,  lord  ad- 
miral, accompanied  witli  a  great. number  of  forces,  both  foldicfs 
and  mariners,  which  be  had  brought  by  fea  to-  Newcaftle*  On 
the  9th  of  tliat  month  was  fought  the  battle  of  Flodden-field, 
where  the  king  of  Scotland  .was  ilain,  aiid  from  whence  his  body, 
Atd  taken  to  Berwick,  was  afterivards  fent  to  Newcaftle,  and  from 
thence  removed  to  the  monaftery  of  Shene,  or  Richmond^  in 
Surrey. 

Jn  the  year  ij[4i,  while  king  ifenry  VIII.  was  ^t  Yoik,  ex«> 
peeing  an  interview  with  the  king  of  Scotland,  which  had  been 
a«^reed  upon,  and  would  have  taken  place  if  James  had  n<^t  bro- 
ken the  appointment,  the  mayor  of  Newcaflle  waited  upon  him 
with  a  pre&nt  of  lool.  He  was  complimented  in  the  fame  manner 
by  the  chief  magiftrates  of  York  and  Kingflon  upon  Hull.  The 
year  following  hoftilities  recommenced  between  the  two  kingdoms* 
. '  In  the  year  15439  on  the  death  of  Jam.es  V.  of  Scptlaxid,  kiog 
Henry  prnje^ed  a  marriage  between  his  fon  Edward,  theo  only 
five  years  old,  and  Mary,  the  infant  queen  of  that  kingdom ;  cer* 
tain  Sc9tti(^  nobles,  who  bad  been  made  prifoners  at  a  late  defeat 
near  Solway,  were  deputed  into  Scotland  for  this  purpofe,  where 
they  arrived  about  the  middle  of  January,  hav/njj^^rft  delir^iT^ 
hoftages  to  the  duke  of  Suffolk,  lieiitcnunt  of  the  t\oilh,^  at  New- . 
caftle  upon  Ty&d,  fot  their  return.  Jpadioh,  hbwevery  prevented 
X  ^  aife 
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dfo  this  lauiftUle  incentioR  of  extingai(hing  the  inveterate  hatred^ 
of  the  tS¥!5' nations. 

^    The  la^  dsty  of  Match,  in  the  year  1 544  a  rendezvous  of  Ynlli-' 
tary  forces  wiis  ordered  at  Newcaftle  :  a  fleet  with  ^00  Ihips  ahd*^ 
50001  fokbtrs  and  marinets,  arrived  at  Tynetnouth-haveri  aboutj 
March>ift|  ind'Cailed  with  an  army  of  10,000  men  for  Scotland, 
about  the 'end  of  April  following* 

In  the  y^ear  15539  Gatefli^d  Wa^  annexed,  by  aA  bfpafliament,'^ 
td  NewealUe  tipon  Tyne. 

On  the  '9di'  of  April,   1603,-  k)hg  Jafrid I.  oh  his  way  from 
Seothittd  to  take  poiTeffion  of  the  crQwn  of  Ehglahd,  arrived  at ' 
N^W^Me  upon  Tyne.     On  the  following  day,  Toby  Matthew,  * 
bMhbp  ^f  t)urhiiili,  preac^hed  before  htm  at  St.  Nicholas'  church 
in  Kewcaftle,  on  the  2  Chrori*  xv.  i,  2,    On  the  13th  the  king^ 
Ck  fom^rtrd  for  Durham.' 

Af^nl  '239'  1617,  king  Jatees,  on'his  way  towards  Scbtlaild,  - 
caslie  to  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  where  he  was  m^t  upon  the  "Siild^  * 
hill  b)r  the  mayor,  aJdermen^  and  flienff;  and  ^fler  an  oration  ' 
made  by  the  t<mn-clerk,'  was  prefiinted  by  the  mayor,  in  the- 
na)ne  of  the-  whole  corporation/ 'with  a  grenf  ftanding  bowl,  to 
the* -value  of  an*  hi^dred  jacobulee,  *  and  an  hundred  marks  int 
gold }  the  inzyor  carrying  the  fwbrd  before  him,  accompanied  • 
by  hb  brethren  on  their  foot>-cloths« 

In  the  year  1630,  a  moft  extraordinary,  and  yet  a  feemingly  ' 
wdl-zttefted  aocouat  oceurs  of  the  fruitfolnefs  of  a  Scotch  w6- 
manjL  wife  to  a  weaver,  who  bore  him,  as  is  therein  afierted,  ' 
fixtyitwo  children,  all  of  '^dm  lived  till  they  were  baptized  i  * 
three  or  four  of  tliefe  children  are  repi^ented  as  living  this  year  • 
at  Neweaftle. 

The  pkigue,  which  raged  fo  dreadfully  in  the  year  1636  at^ 
Newcaftle,  is  fatdtohave  come  ovet  from  Holland,  and  other^ 
pahs  beybnd  the  feas  There  died  in  all;  of  this  tremendous.* 
viiitation>  between  the  yth  of  May  and  31ft  of  December,  fio  ^ 
lefsthito  5^)37  perfon^aC  Newcaftle';  and  at  Oatefhead,  b^twein 
thr  3^th  of  May  and  the  1 7  th  of  O^ober,  515  pe^fons. 

Auguft  21,  1640;  the  SabttiHi  army,  commanded  by  Lefley,  * 
Montrofe,  -and  othbrs^  tnVaded:  England ;  and  having  without  <» 
xidefiation; marched  through  Nortliiimberland,  came  to  NewbnrA, 
a  vRlage  fiv  miles  above  NewcJiRle,  where  there  is  a  ford  over  the  * 
river  Tyne;  Lord  Conway,  with  the  carl  of  Strafibrd,  general ! 
of  the  king's  lirmiy,  then  at  Yorki^vitk  30(X>  foot  ondf^ooJiotft,  > 
-  1  wpre 
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were  pofled  oppofite  to  them  on  the  fouth  fide  ofthu  tircr*  to 
guard  the  pafs,  and  prevent  their  coming  over.  A  mcdengdr 
deputed  from  the  Scots  to  defire  loftve  to  come  over  ^  Tynei 
^nd  prefent  a  petition  to  his  majefty,  was  anfwcred»  that  a  few 
might  be  allowed  to  pafs,  but  not  the  whole/army  :  upon  thit» 
Leiley  commanded  fome  of  his  horfe  to  ford  tAe  river }  ia  which 
attempt  they  were'  rtpulfed  at  firft,  with  difcredit,  by  the  gallant 
dppofition  of  the  king's  forces )  but  were  fuccefbful  in  a  fecoad 
^tempt,  and  caufed  the  Englifh  to  fuffer  what  lord  Clarendon 
has  well  called  "  an  infamous  and  irreparable  rout"  At  a  coun- 
cil held  by  lord  Conway»  at  midnight*  after  the  defeat*  it  was  !& 
folved  that  the  whole  army  ihould  quit  NewcafUe  and  retreat  to 
Durham;  which  was  accordingly  done  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  26th  of  Auguft*  .  On  that  day  alfo  DouglaSf  (he« 
riff  of  Tiviot-dale,  with  fome  troops  of  hpirfet  entered  the  naked 
and  almoft  defenceleis  town»  but  not  till  sUter  the  gat^  had  been 
{hvLt  upon  them  by  Sir  Peter  Riddell.  and  great  afluranees  given 
on  their  pare  of  the  fineerity  and  pcaceableneia  of  their  intentfoas. 
Thus  fell  Newcaftle  as  the  firft  vi^im  in  the  grand  rebellion. 

September  i>  general  JLefley  demanded  of  the  Inayorof  New* 
caftle  to  bake  certain  quantities  of  breach  and  brew  fo  man^  tons 
of  beer  a  day ;  upon  the  mayot's  refufal*  the  Scots  employed  men 
to  do  it  themfelves,  ^^ho  were  paid  with  money  in  part*  and  pro» 
miffofj  notes  for  the  remainden 

In  the  month  of  Auguft  16419  the  Scottiih  armyt  having  re- 
ceived 6o,oool.  for  difisandingy  quitted  Newcaftle  upon  T/ne« 
through  which  town  the  king  paflcd  on  the'  tath  of  that  montb^ 
on  bis  way  poft  to  Scotland. 

January  15,  1644,  in  a  fnowy  feafon  the  Scottifli  army*  coq* 
fifttng  of  1,800  foot*  and  3*500  horfe  and  dragoons*  eroded  the 
Tweed  at  Berwick.  Sir  Thomas  Gleuham*  with  the  loyalifts, 
retreated  before  them,  with  his  forces  and  artillery*  from  Alnwick 
to  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  ;  the  Scots  following  them  by  dfficult 
and  flow  marches,  fummoned  that  town  to  farrender»  on  the  3d 
of  February  s  after  three  weeks  fmitlefs  ftay*  and  iotnt  ikinniibeib 
they  pafled  the  rhrer  Tyne  on  the  aSth  of  that  mnnth,  and  enter- 
ed Sunderland  by  the  fea  on  the  4tfa  of  March  following. 

The  earl  of  Calendar*  who  had  entered  England  «ttfaa  re&rt* 
cd  army  of  io*oco  Scots*  to  af&ft  the  parliament  agatnft  the 
king,  joined  with  general  Leven  in  the  fsege  of  Newcaftle,  which 
cbnunence^  rety  oiflbif  5m  tb|^  1 3(b  ef  Attgttft«  1444.    General 
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Leven,  with  the  forces  under  him»  appears  to  have  been  quartered 
at  EUVnck  ;  while  the  earl  of  Calendart  with  the  divifion  ofthd 
army  under  him»  was  ftationed  at  Gatefhead,  on  the  bridge^  and 
at  the  glafshoufes  ;  below  which  he  had  thrown  a  bridge  of  boatt 
acrofs  the  river, 

September  7,  a  letter  was  fent  from  the  general's  quarters  at 
Etfwick  to  the  mayor,  aldermen,  fcc.  of  Newcaftle,  entreating 
them  to  furrender  the  town,  and  ftop  the  further  effufion  of  blood. 
Thefe  entreaties  being  not  regardedi  Odober  14,  general  I«even 
fent  a  peremptory  fummons  to  the  mayor,  Jcc.  of  the  town,  to 
furrender  it  immediately,  on  peril  of  the  extremities  of  war. 

On  the  evening  of  the  i9ch,  the  Scotch  army  took  the  town  by 
ftorm,  after  a  long  fiegc ;  the  governor,  Lodowick  Linde(eyt 
earl  Cta^brd;  the  lord  Maxwell,  dodlor  Wiflurt,  and  others^ 
that  had  been  moft  refolate  for  holding  out  die  tov^i,  betook 
themfelves  to  the  caftle. 

OAober  so,^  general  Leven  entered  the  town,  where  he  went 
to  church  with  his  chief  officers,  to  return  thanks  to  God  for  their 
fuccefs. 

The  unfortunate  king  Charles,  having  fled  from  Oxford,  which 
was  then  befieged  by  the  parliament's  forces*  threw  himfelf  into 
the  protedion  of  the  Scottifh  army  at  Newark  upon  Trent  i 
they  conducted  the  royal  fugitive  from  thence  to  Newcaftle  apon 
Tyne,  into  which  he  made  a  private  entry  on  the  6th  of  May, 
1646. 

<<  A  little  after  the  king's  coming  to  Newcaftle,'*  fays  White* 
lock,  in  his  Memoirs,  p.  234,  '*  a  Scotch  mtnifter  preached  boldly 
before  him,  and  when  his  fermon  was  done,  called  for  the  jad 
pfiilm,  which  begins : 

•*  Why  doft  thou,  tyrant,  boaft  thyfelf 
Thy  wicked  works  to  praife  i 

.'*  Whereupon  his  majelly  ftood  up  and  called  for  the  56tk  ' 
p&lm,  which  begins: 

*♦  Have  mercy,  Lord,  on  me  I  pray, 

«  ■ 

For  men  would  me  devour." 
The  peopk  waved  the  miniftcr's  pfalm,  and  futig  that  wht<^  ' 
the  king  called  for. 

•An  agreement  hsiving  been  made  between  the  parliament  of 
England  and  theScotti^  army,  that  the  fortner  (hould  have  pof- 
feflion  of  the  king's  perioa,  and 'that  the  latter,  on  the  receipt  of 
f  ooyOOoL  (hoqld  qttil  the  kiogdeto  of  EngUsd  1  oommiflionem 
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vrere  deputed  from  Londoato  receive  the  king,  and  convey  him 
from  Nevvcadk  upoa  Tync^froTn  whence  he  fet  Out  on  the  3d  of 
Eebruarjy  1647)  to  Holmbyrhoufe  in  Northamptonfliire. 

May  i5»  164.8,  the  common-council  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne 
made  an  order  to  put  the  town  into  a  pofture  of  defence :  they, 
bfui  before  undertaken  the- work  of  ShieM-fieid  fait«  aa  outworkt 
as  a  teftimony  of  their  love  and  due  refpe^  CO  tlw  parliaHicnt  for' 
the  grf  at  favoun  that  had  been  fhewn  tbem» 

About  the  middle  of  Odober^  164S9  CroBiireU»  and  the  army  ' 
tader  him»  returned  to  Newcaftkt  after  the  lahing  ;Of  Berwick*^ 
upon  Tweed. I  they  Aayed  three  days  at  the  towna,  partly /to  give 
the  army  a  little  reft,  and  aUb  to  gfye  time  for  the  train  to  .got  up 
to  them*    Thty  are  (aid  to  ^'  have  been  reciii  ved  there  with  very  *> 
great  acknowledgments  of  love,"    On  the  j  ^th*  they  wttc  fump* 
tupttfly  feafted  by  the  new  mayQr,  and  the  ncit-di^  reached  Dor^J 
ham,  but  not  till  late  in  the  evening. 

Mention  occurs  of  a  petition  in  the  <omm«n-f  oundl  bookv  of 
Newcaftlc,  dated  Mardx  26»  1649,  ai^<^  figncd,  no  doubt,  by  the  * 
inhabitants,  concerning  witches,  the  purport  of  whieh  appears,  % 
from  whatifoUoMwd^  tohave  been  to caufe  all  fuch  pftibus  a& were 
fttfpe^ed  of  that  crime,  to  be  apprehended  and  bsdught  to  iriaL  . 
In  confequencc  of  this  a  perfnn  was  fent  for  irem  Scotland,  who  • 
pretended  to  be.  poiTefled  of  the  knowledge  of  diAinguiQufig  thob  • 
wretches,  who,  for  the  fake  of  being  able  to  hun  their  neighbours,  -  • 
had  fold  themfelves  to  the  deviL     His  method  of  examining  thoft  • 
pretended  witches,  which  watf  pubUdy  porfermiiBd  in  the  town-hall, 
was  fiiockini^y  indecent*    Th^re  is  na  account  hew  many  were  ' 
cQiamicted  to  take  their  trials  at  the  .affiies  i  but  it  is  certain^  r 
(horrefco  referens!)    that  one   wizard    and  fourteen  reputed 
witches  belonging  to  Netvca(Ue,  in  company  Wftbnine  thieves 
and  a  witch  of  the  coimfcy  of  Northumberland, :  were  executed 

upontheTown-moor,  near  Newcaftlc  upon  Tyne^  AngUft'^sf, 
1650. 

June  29,  \6sqj,  Oliver  Cromwdl  having  three** days  b^ore 
been  appointed  capuin-g^ocral  of  the  army,  iict  out  from  Londoa 
upon  an  expedition  ii^o  Scotland :    at  Durham  he  v»as  met-'by 
Sir  Arthur  Haflcrigg,  governor  of  Newcaftlc,  withcdonel  Pwde'* 
an4  other  officers,,  who  attended  him  to  that  town  on  the  15th  tf 
July  following*    He  was  fumptuoufly  enteitajned  at  that  plliee>* 
by  the  govervw- 1  and  toeing  hit '  ftay  there  was  a  4faft  kept  to  "f 
inylorie  Qod's  blefling'^f^n  .the  iarni>y's  iHidMaUifgg^/flind  a  do*  * 
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claration  was  agreed  upon  to  be  difpet^fed  in  their  march.  Ttve 
companies,  as  a  reinforcement,  were  drawn  out  of  thrgarriiba 
of  that  town  on  this  occafion. 

Septes^or  ad  following,  which  was  the  day  preceding  that  of 
the  battle  of  Dunbar,  Cromwell  wrote  a  remarkable  letter  all 
wit;^  his  owa  hand,  and  feat  it  from  Scotland  to  Sir  Arthur  Hafle* 
Tigg,  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne^ 

.  After  the  fight  at  Dunbar,  general  Cromwell  fent  a  great  num- 
bar  of  the  prifoners  taken  on  that  occafron,  to  Newcaille  upon 
Tyae,  n^commending  them  to  be  treated  with  humanity. 

Aoguft  29, 1657,  lieutenant  colonel  John  Lilbum  died  at  £1- 
tfaam,  and  two  <daf  s  afterward  was  brought  to  •London,  and  bu- 
ried in  the  Quakers  Yard  :  he  was  the  fon  of  Mr  Richard  Lil- 
)iurn,  and  was  bom  at  9ifl^op*^c%i'i>iouth,  in  the  county  of  Dur* 
ham. 

In  the  month  of  September,  1658,  on  the  death  of  Oliver 
Ptomwell,  his  fon  Richard  Cromwell  was  firoclaimed  protedlor 
at  Newcaftle,  from  which  town  alfo  he  ^as  complimented  on  his 
^oefllon  to  a  dignity  which  proved  of  fhort  duration. 

Sunday  January  i,  1 660,  general  Monk  arrived  at  Newtaftle 
upon  Tyaa,  on  the. road  to  which  place  he  was  met  by  great  mul- 
tkttdes  of  the  common  people,  and  welcomed  by  loud  acekuna- 
lions  :  General  Lambert  appears  to  have  quitted  Newcaftle  about 
the  time  that^neral  Monk  began  his  march  from  Coldflream. 

The  MS  life  of  alderman  Barnes,  fo  often  cited,  tells  ns,  that 
when  Sir  George  Jeffries  was  on  the  northern  circuit  at  Newcaftlev 
«<  Jie  indulged  himfelf  in  his  ufual  drunken  excefles. — A  certain 
gentkmaii  invited  him  to  a  plentiful  entertainment  at  his  houfe. 
With  wbidi  he  was  fo  taken,  that  he  gained  his  goeft^s  wondrous 
opinion.  They  tell  me,  fays  he,  fuch  a  man  is  a  wfaig^  but  I 
find  itjs  no  ftich  thing,  he  is  an  honed  druidien  fellow.  They 
tbld  him  Mr  Barnes's  houfe  ftood  in  the  Clole.  I  even  thought 
fo^  f%|S'he,  fome  dofe  or  field,  for  that  rebel  to  train  and  mnfter 
hiajnea^n.  There  had  lately  been  a  meeting  or  conventicle 
broken  up  at  Mr  Barnes's — a  fine  was  levied  upon  the  houfe ; 
feveral  were  taken  and  booad  over  to  tine  affizes*^Bames  himfelf 
dfoaped^^-Je^Enes  was  very  wiicy  upon  all  die  prifbnen,  but  it* 
ftcttsd  Urn  huAlf  he  ceulci  not  «atcii  this  Barnes.^ 

•It  js£nd  tint  when  the  pligoe  was  Mt  at  NewcafiHT,  the  inha- 
bitaats  ieat:fiar  the  I^»famf^  and  g^ve  a  bond  for  a  large  fum  in> 
tetiLfor^ioAa;  «nd  they.tfaooght  it  did  fa  tkskiS^  ^bA^  tkat 
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they  oficrcd  to  pay  the  money,  and  keep  the  Lee-pcniiy»  bat  tbc 
proprietor  would  not  part  with  it.  A  copy  of  thU  bond  is  rerf 
well  attefled  to  have  been  among  the  papers  of  the  family  of  Lee. 
This  curious  piece  of  antiquity*  called  the  X»ee-penny,  is  a  ftone  of 
H  dark  red  colour  and  triangular  (kape,  and  its  fize  about  half  sin 
inch  each  fide.  It  is  fet  in  a  piece  of  filver  coin»  which,  though 
much  defacedt  by  fome  letters  (tiU  remaining,  is  fuppofed  to  be 
a  (hilling  oi  £dward  I.  the  crofs  being  vtrj  plain,  as  it  is  on  fats 
fliillings.  It  has  been,  by  tradition,  in  the  Lee  family  fmce  about 
the  year  1320  ;  that  is,  a  litUc  after  the  death,  of  king  Robett 
Bruce.  This  Aone  is  fafd  to  have  many  virtues ;  that  it  cxHrtt  all 
difeafes  in  cattle,  and  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog*  both  in  man  and 
beafL  It  is  uled  by  dipping  the  (lone  in  water,  which  is  given 
to  the  difeafed  cattle  to  drink  ;  and  tlie  perfon  who  has  been  bit» 
and  the  wound  or  part  infe^ed,  are  waflied  with  the  water.  Many 
cures  are  faid  to  be  performed  by  it ;  and  people  come  from  aU 
parts  of  Scotland,  and  even  as  far  up  in  England  as  Yorklhtre, 
to  get  the  water  in  whieh  the  (kont  has  been  dipped. 

In  Novembc*r  1688,  the  town  of  Newcaftle  received  the  lord 
Lnmley,  and  declared  for  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  a  free  par* 
liament*  Upon  this  occafion,  a  beautiful  ftatoe  of  king  James 
the  fecond  on  horieback,  ereded  upon  a  white  marble  bafis,  be* 
fore  the  exchange  in  the  midft  of  tlur  Sand*Hill,  was  demoliflied 
by  the  mob,  who  dragged  the  ftatue  and  iu  borie  vpon  the  quay« 
and  turned  them  over  into  the  river. 

In  December  1700,  mention  occurs  of  a  ibciety  eftabliflicd  in 
Sandgate,  for  the  reformation  of  manners,  confifting  of  twenty 
keelmeti,  who  had  entered  into  an  agreement  to  eiert  themfelTes 
in  *^  preventing  tiplers  upon  the  Lord's  day»  and  keeping  Sand- 
gate  free  of  inmates.'*  . 

In  the  year  1705,  it  appears  t«  have  been  in  agitation  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  to  enlarge  the  river  Wear,  and  the  pan  and 
baven  of  Sunderland.  This  was  oppofed  by  a  petition  from  the 
mailer,  pilots,  and  feamen  of  the  Trinity •houfe.  of  Newcaftle 
tpon  Tyne. 

In  the  beginning  of  O^ber  1715,  on  the  borfting  out  of  the 
rebellion  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  the  corporatio&  of 
Newcaftle  equally  difcovered  their  loyalty,  and  evinced  their 
fpiritt^athk  trying  occafion ;  and,  before  the  arrival  of  any  fe- 
gttlar  forces,  put  thtt  important  town  into  a  poftnre  of  defence. 

O^Aet  sjt  1717,  the  coronation  of  king  Oentge  II.  and 
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queen  Carolioe  wai  celebrated  at  Ncwcaftje  with  the  mateft 
faletnnity  ;  ^he  dnj  was  ufliered  in  with  ringing  of  bells ;  thjc 
maglAr^tes  in  their  feat  let  gbwns»  accompanied  by  the  common* 
C(>uticil,  clerg^i  ami  gentry,  went  from  the  Quild-hall  to  diurchf 
with  mafic  playing,  and  cannons  firing»  and  from  thence  pro* 
ceeded  to  tlie  ma^'or'ft  houfe,  where  a  i'plendid  entertainment  wai 
prepared  for  them  ;  aad  after  dinner  they  repaired  to  the  market^ 
place,  where  a  fountain  was  cre^ed  which  ran  wine  ;  where  the 
magi  Urates,  common -councils  clergy,  and  gentry »  drank  the 
healths  of  the  King,  Queen,  and  royal  IfTue,  with  many  other 
loyal  healths,  in  prefence  of  many  thoufand  fpe<5tators  ;  thence 
they  went  to  Ouild*hall,  where  the  faid  healths  were  repeated 
with  the  like  ceremony  at  above,  and  the  conduit  running  wine 
all  the  time  ior  the  populace,  whilil  a  great  bonefire,  ereded  ia 
the  m^rke^-place,  was  burnings  the  cannons  firing  at  each  health  : 
they  after w;4rds  returned  to  the  mayor's  houfe,  where  there  wa^ 
a  ball  for  the  ladies  }  aaJ  the  evening  was  concluded  with  re- 
joicings, b<^ne fires,  illuminations,  tinging  of  bells^^  and  all  other 
demon  tl  rations  of  joy. 

Jy,ne  ^  1739ft  ^gT^^^  ^^^  began  at  Ncwcaftle,  on  account,  as 
it  was  pretcQded,  of  the  dearnefs  and  fcarcity  of  corn.  The  mi^ 
litia  of  t)^e  town  was  tn(lantly  raifed,  and  upQn  promtfe  given  to 
the  rioters*  that  they  (hould  have  grain  at  a  XDU;h  lower  rate,  the 
mob  was  pacified  for  that  day. 

July  369  the  rioters  aflembled  in  immenfe  numbers  on  the  Sand- 
hill, the  market- |)lace  of  Newcaftle,  where  alfo  the  mayor  and 
fcveral  aldermen,  and  fome  other  gentlemeiv  met  at  the  Guild* 
ballf  ^o  coT^iuU  wliax  was  beft  to  be  done  on  fo  prefllng  an  extre- 
ryity.  The  mob,  una  wed  by  the  prefer  ce  of  any  military  force» 
^nd  intent  upon  mtfchief>  grew  more  and  more  unruly  ;  and  a 
gentlcmain  venturing  out  to  infotm  them  that  it  had  been  agreed 
upon  that  the  poor  ihould  ^  fapplied  with  rye  out  of  a  iln'p  at 
t^  <^}%  ^vas  knocked  down*  and  much  wounded.  Upon  tins 
the  rioters,  witti  more  judic^  than  prud(.ncc,  were  fired  upon  ; 
and  one  of  diem  having  been  killed,  and  feveral  dangcronfly 
wounded  by  the  {bot«  the  rabble  inftantly  fell  upon  the  gentle- 
men tileniblfd  ia  the  hall,  and,  having  wounded  mod  of  them^ 
proceeded  19  outrages  that  threatened  the  dellrudion  of  the  whole 

tQwn. 

They  n^facked  the  town-court  and  chamber,  and  having  de- 
ftroyed  many  a£  the  public  writings  and  accounts,  carrie4  off  a 
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very  large  fum  of  the  money  belonging  to  the  corporation  ; 
ibmc  accounts  fay,  12  or  i,30oL  others  near  l.diDol.  Af- 
terwards they  patrolled  the  ftreets,  where,-  finding  all  tlic  (hops 
*fhut  up,  they  threatened  with  horrid  execrations  to  feum  and  de- 
(Iroy  the  whole  place.  In  the  evening,  three  companies  of  Ho- 
ward's regiment,  under  the  command  of  captain  Sowle,  who 
had  marched  that  d;ty  from  Alnwick,  entered  the  town,  and  foon 
difpeffed  the  rioters,  forty  of  whom  were  feized  upon,  an«i  com- 
mitted to  prifon  ;  of  which  number,  fix  were  afterwards  convided 
at  the  following  ai]iz>cs,  and  transported  each  for  feven  years. 

April  7,  1745*  war  was  proclaimed  againft  France  in  tlie 
uAial  places  in  Newcailte,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  attending; 
clothed  la  their  fear  let  gowns,  and  accompanied  by  their  proper 
officers. 

*  In  the  begimiing  of  0<Sober,  1745,  g^'cat  exertions  were  made 
for  the  defence  of  Newcadle  againfl;  the  rebel  army  ;  the  news  of 
which  preparations  having  been  induftriouOy  conveyed  to  them, 
is  fuppoied  to  Have' diverted  their  intended  courie  ;  for  they  took 
their  route  into  England  by  way  of  the  city  of  Carliflc. 

Great  guns  were  placed  on*  tins  occafion  at  "^e  CIofe*ga£e, 
White-friat-tower,  Pottern-gate, '  Heflop*s  Moufe',  Old  Roper's 
Towerj  Dobilon's  Tower,  Weft-gate,  Hatter's  Tower,  G^lazier's 
Tower,  *  Paviour'b  Tower,  St. '  Andrew's  Tower,  New-  gate, 
Pilgrim-ftreet-ga^e,  Weaver's  Tower,  Cutler's  Tower,  Roper's 
Tower,  Pandon-gateV  Carpenter's  Tower,  Sand-gate,  on  the  wall 
above  the  pant,  Broad -chare.  Sand-hill -corner.  Bridge-end,  May- 
or's and  Clofe-giite." 

January  28,  1,746,  his  r^al  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
arrived  at  Newcallle  on  his  way  to  Scotland,  to  check  the  pra- 
grefs  of  the  Pretender  and  the  rebel  army.  He  was  welcomed 
^t  Gatediead  by  a  kind  of  illuminatrotot  i\  hich  gave  his  royal 
highnefs  great  uneafuiefs  to  fee  the  niob  having  fet  a  popiAi  tha- 
pel  on  iire  at  that  place  on  th^  dccftfiun  i  the  prince,  after  ionie 
hours  refreilhment,  fet  out  again  the  fame  day,  and  arrived  at 
Edinburgh  on  the  30th  of  that  month. 

July  23,  his  royal  highnefs  tlie  c|uke  of  Cumberland  arrived  at 
Newcalile*  on  his  return  from  Scotland,  where  he  was  immedi- 
ately prefented  with  the  freedom  of  diat  corporation,  as  a  token 
of  their  high  efteem  for  bis  many  princely  yiitues»  and  the  gtate- 
ful^fenfe  they  entertained  of  hii  diftinguifhed  fervices  ill  defence 
oi  the  laws  and  libcuics  of  Great  Bi:iuin/  • 
*'  '  *■  *  September 
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September  22,   1761,  the  coronation  of  king  George  the  III. 

'and  queen  Charlotte,- was  folemni zed   at  Ncwcaflle,  with  fcverj- 

demonftration  of  public  feflivity.     A  fountain  ran  with  win6  on 

•Ac  Sand-hill,  &c.  '  ^ 

*  Auga(l2i,  1771,  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland 

arriTed  at  Newcaftle,  on  his   way  to   Seaton-Delaval,  in  the 

county  of  Nortliumbcrland. 

Augiift  30th  foUowiiig,' his  royal  high nefs  partook  of  a^oft 
fumptuous  entertainment,  at  the  mannr>i\-hpufe  in  Newcaflle. 

In  the  night  between  Saturday  the  i6th  and  Sunday  the  J7th 
of  November,  1771,  the  river  Tyne,  fwoln  to  an  amazing  hclgTit 
by  aland  flood,  which  had  been  occafioned  by  an  unreniitte4  fall 
of  heavy  rains  in  the  weft,  fwept  away  tlie  bridge  at  Neivcaftle, 
^with  the  lofs  of  many  lives,  and  iromcnfe  damage  to  the  inhabi* 
'  tants  of  that  place,  and  its  vicinity.  The  utility  of  Jarrow  Slake 
appeared  in  this  difafter,  as  it  took  in  fo  immenfe  a  body  of  v:ater, 
^hat  at  Shields  the  flood  was  no  higher  than  a  fpring  tide  :  great 
damage,  however^  was  done  in  that  place  to  the  ihipping.  A  vef- 
fel  took  up  at  fca  near  Shields,  a  wooden  cradle,  with  a  child 
in  it,  which  was  alive  and  well. 

May  29,  1774,  Chailes  Hutton,  a  celebrated  fclf-taught  mathc* 
matician  of  Ncwcaftle,  was  appointed,  by- the  Board  of  Ordnance, 
profeflbr  of  mathematics  in  the  Royal  Military  Academy  at 
Woolwich,  near  London. 

September  19,  1786,  Mr.  Lunardi,  the  famous  aeronaut,  fna^dc 
an  attempt  to  afcend  in  an  air-balloon,  from  the  Spital  in  Ncw- 
caftle :  in  filling  it,  Mr.  Lunardi  having  introduced  the  remainin(^ 
part  of  the  acid,  and  the  effcrvefcence  being  at  that  time  remar- 
kably ftrong,  forced  a" quantity  of  inflammable  air  through  ^he 
hole,  which  was  ©nly  four  inches  in  diameter,  before  the  pliig 
could  be  replaced  :  this  gave  fuch  an  alarm  to  thofe  on  that  fide 
of  the  balloon,  who  thought  that  it  was  on  fire,  that  they  imme- 
diately quitted  their  h«ld  of  the  net,  and  flew*  from  it  to  tSie 
Other  fide,  alarming  diofe  ftationed  there  alfo.  The  baloon  being 
liberated  on  one  fide,  made  a  rapid  ftretch  upwards,  wherehy 
a  confiderable  rent  was  made  in  the  neck  of  it :  this  occafioned  a 
loud  noifej  and  a  copfidcrable  difcharge  of  inflanimable  air :  \J\e 
eonftemation  now  became  general,  in  fpite'of  Mr.  Liinardi's  J-e- 
^inonftraaces,  and  the  jballpon  being  fet  at  libertr^  afcended  wtth 
^  great  rapidity,. and  dragged  up  with  itMr.  Ralpli  Heron,  junior. 
Ion  of  the  under  flieriff  of  Northumberland,  who  had  t;vift^i  a 

»  '  'tn  *'       .1'*     *  ••    •    w 
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Tope»  faftened  to  its  top,  round  his  hand  and  arm,  to  the  height* 
It  is  foppofed,  of  five  hundred  feett  when  the  rope  and  netting  be- 
ing disengaged  from  the  balloon ,  he  fell  into  a  gaiden  adjoiningt 
and  expired  foon  after. 

June  9,  17S7,  two  fparrows  built  their  neft  upon  the  topmaift 
of  a  iAiip  lying  at  •ur  quay*  and  depofited  therein  Ax  eggs. 

This  year  a  bill  received  the  royal  ailenti  to  enable  his  tnajcftf 
to  licenfe  a  playkoufe  in  Newcaftle. 

November  5^  1788,  being  the  hundredth  annual  reTolut^oAi  It 
was  obferved  here  with  great  rejoicings.  Maoy  .parties  (^gcmlc* 
men  met  in  various  places  of  the  town  to  celebrate  the  event. 

Feb.  «>»  tyBy,  the  joyful  news  of  liis  Majcfty*8  lecovery  hbm 
his  late  mental  derangement  arrived  ;  ia  confcquence  x>f  which* 
a  few  days  after,  a  general  illumination  took  placcy  the^randcA 
and  mo  ft  brilliant  ever  remembered  at  Neweaftle. 

The  1 8th  of  Aug.  1791a  a  terrible  fire  brolce  out  in  the  cellars 
and  warehoufes  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bridgc-eUd  thapel,  which 
greatly  damaged  the  chapel^  burnt  in  p«irt  the  rooms  over  the 
water-gatCf  where  the  eoopers  and  Haters  company  held  their 
Aieetings,  did  confide  rable  damage  to  the  roof  of  the  exchange  by 
melting  the  lead,  which  damaged  the  piAures  of  king  <rharles  II. 
and  James  II.  they  were  aftem'ards  repaired  by  Mr  WiDtam 
Bell,  portrait  painter. 

In  the  year  1795,  a  corps  of  volnnteers  were  ratHed  here»  con* 
fiding  of  one  grenadier,  one  light  infantry,  amd  two  battalion 
companies :  they  received  their  colours  at  the  Forth  from  Mn 
Mayoreiii,  Angufl  25. 

On  Friday  the  a^ch  of  Angnft^  1 795,  his  royal  highneis  the 
Duke  of  York  reviewed  the  troops  Scamped  on  the  coaft  tff  Nor* 
thumberland,  on  Blyth  Sands  ;  the  whcle  force  conGfted  of  thir- 
teen regiments  of  horfe  and  foot,  and  the  line  extended  upwardt 
of  three  miles.  The  fight  being  fo  n«vel  in  this  part  of  kingdom* 
it  is  fuppofed  near  6o,ooo  people  were  prefcnt  on  the  occafion. 
His  Royal  Highnefs  came  to  Newcaftle  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
iame  dayt  and  dined  at  the  manfion-houfe,  accompanied  by  prince 
William  of  Gloucefter,  tlie  duke  of  Norfolk,  earl  of  Scarbro\ 
lords  Falconbridge,  Dundas,  &c.  gcndrals  Sir  WtUiaiti  How,  BaU 
fyoxt  Dalrymple,  Smith,  Sec.  6cc. 

A  fociety  was  formed  In  the  year  1796,  in  Newiraftle  (to  cor* 
refpond  with  fimilar  tnfticutions  in  other  parts)  to  propagate  dia 
ChriAian  religion  among  pagans,  ^c. 

TUe 


The  feamcn  at  Shields  were  extremely  notoui  in  the  furamcr 
•f  this  year,  frequently  depriving  the  m«i(lers  of  their  comman  j, 
wd  detaining  veffcls  under  way  for  f«i.  Seventy  or  eighty  of 
(be  inoft  audacious,  however,  havhig  been  taken  into  cutlody 
•ad  imprvfied*  order  was  at  length  reftored. 

In  S^tctob«r  this  year  two  .hundred  trench  emigrant  prietb 
arrived  at  Ncwcaftle  from  fe  ifland  of  Jerfey^  and  a  committee 
WHS  a{\pointed  io  provide  accommodations  for  them* 

Thii  ^ring  alfo,  in  confequencc  of  the  alarm  of  invafion  and 
die  fcarcity  of  fpccte,  the  notes  in  circulation  poured  in  To  laplAy 
upon  the  banks  in  Newcattie,  thlt  the  proprietors,  at  a  jneetin^, 
refolved  to  fufpend  payment  ttU  Specie  could  be  obtained.  Gen* 
tlemen  and  tradcfmcn,howcv*:r.  to  the  number  of  689,  figned  m 
declaration  to  take*  as  before,  the  notes  of  all  the  .banks  in  iHis 
<owi|,  Dupbani»and  Sunderland. 

January  A5»  1798,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  ottt  in  the  Ihop  of  Mr 
EUiot,  hatter,  in  Moflcy4lrcet»  whidi,'  from  want  of  a  timely 
ftrpply  of  wal«r,  burnt  with  great  fury,  deftroying  tlic  entire 
hoiiic,  the  upper  part  whereof  was  occupied  by  Mr  Matthew 
Brown,  printer,  whofc  property  was  nearly  all  confumcd. 

About  this  period  died  in  this  .town  the  celebrated  vender  of 
aoftrams  and  quack  medicines,  known  by  the  name  of  DrrPalmer. 
He  was  100  years  oif  age,  and  for  the  lad  thirty  yeats  of  his  .life 
he  never  went  to  bed  Ibber.  He  ferved  as  a  private  foldier  in 
the  royal  army  in  the  year  1715. 

In  the  year  1.798,  an  armed  aflbciation  was  formed  in  New. 
caftle,  commanded  by  Sir'M.  W.  Ridley,  Bart.  M,  P.  They  were 
prefented  with  their  colours  by  lady  Ridley  in  tlic  Mun's  Field* 
December  2  7th  of  the  fame  yfcar. 

In  the  fpring  of  1 799  died,  at  xhe  I^eazes  near  Newcaftle,  Mr 
John  Howard,  an  eminent  fchoolmadei :  he  was  the  author  of 
fcvcral  mathematical  and  poetical  works* 

A  female  was,  in  the  autumn  of  this  year,  admitted  mto  th^ 
huiatic  hofpitsil  in  Newcaflle,  who  has  lived  more  than  three  yeart 
among  the  rocks  on  the  Tea  fHore,  near  Seaham.  She  fpoke  the 
Scottini  dulfXtf  but  it  is  not  known  fiom  whence  (he  came.  The 
poor  unhappy  was  drefled  fantaftically  in  rufj^tf  v  htch  chance  of 
fliipwrecks  threw  in  her  way.  Her  heard  had  grown  on  the  Iowe^ 
l^rt  of  her  <;hin  nearly  an  inch  long,  and  is  bufhy  like  .the  whif- 
'kcrs  6f  ^  man.  She  is  fuppofed  to  have  lived  upon  (heU-fifl),  and 
appeared  about  thirty-five  years  old. 

At 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  year  fSob,  nolefs  than  fixty-nine  out 
of  feventj-one  ve{RlS|  laden  with  coals  from  Shields  and  Synder- 
land,  were  wrecked  in  their  paflage  to  London.    '  ^ 

The  hanrcft  in  the  vicinitj  of  Ncwcaftlc,  in  the  year  I79$f 
was  To  backward,  that  a  iiiiantity'of  oats  was  not  cut  till  the  29th 
of  January,  i8oo»  at  Leadgate,,  in  the  parifh  of  Ryton;  and  it 
ihat  late  period  oats  were  ftanding  uneut  at  Hedley  and  6ther 
fouthern  parts  of  Northumberland. 

In  confequence  of  the  failure  of  the  above  harveft,  together 
with  the  effe^s  of  the  war,  a  great  dearth  prevailed,  and  wheat 
^n  NcwcaClle  market  was  frequently  fold  at  two  guineas  a  bolt, 
two  Wincheftcr  bufliels. 

May  II,  1800,  144  veflels  failed  from  Shields  under  convoy* 
for  the  Baltic,  having  on  board,  befides  other  commodities,  i  i,6oa 
chaldrons  of  coals,  Newcaftle  meafure. 

In  the  autumn  of  tliis  year,  the  foundation  of  the  Roman  walU 
fuppofed  to  have  been  built  by  Severus  upwards  of  1500  years 
fince,  was  taken  up  at  Byker-hill,  in  drder  to  repair  the  high- . 
ways. 

In  the  year  1801,  two  Life-boats  were  built  by  Mr.  Great- 
head,  of  South  Shields,  one  of  which  was  conveyed  to  the  Ratios 
off  Ba>vdfey  Giff,  and  the  other  to  Lowefloffe  in  Suffolk. 

In  the  fpring  of  this  year  died  at  Walker,  near  Newcaftle,  Mr. 
T.  Barnes,  colliery  viewer ;  a  man  of  tranfccndant  talents  to 
combat  the  difficulties  of  an  aiduous  profefHon ;  te  avert  dangers 
which  an  ordinary  mind  had  not  forefeen,  or  forefeeing,  could 
not  have  prevented  ;  and  of  induftry  and  probity  to  obtain  the 
confidence,  efteem,  and  refpe€^  of  his  employers,  to  his  afCduity 
in  whofe  fervice  he  fell  an  early  martyr. 

June  30,  J 801,  the  alterations,  for  improving  and  widening 
the  bridge  over  die  river  at  Newcaflle,  were  begun,  under  ^Jie 
management  of«Mr.  1).  Stephenfon,  architedl. 

On  t;he  15th  of  October  in  the  fame  year,  on  the  figmng  of  the 
preliminaries  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  French 
Republic,  a  general  illumination  took  place  in  Newcaftle  ;  when 
many  loyal  and  curious  devices  in  tranfparency  were  difplayecH 

On  the  7th  January.  1 802,  between  twelve  and  one  oMock 

^  in  the  mining,  part  of  the  wall,  (to  the  length  of  60  or  70  fcjt) 

,  of  All.faints  church-yard,  next  to  Silver-ftreet*  fell  do^m  with  a 

^tremendous  crafli,  expofing  to  view  feveral  coffins  and  ilmume* 

rable  quantities  of  human  bones. 

A  LtVr 


.»• 


jSctiJcaftle  upotiCgne.  509 


A  LIST  OF  THE  MAYORS  AND  SHERIFFS 

OF  NEWCASTLE, 

Sifue  it  vfos  made  a  Town  and  County  ofit/eiff  in,  the  year  i4O0;-;<^ 
freviout  ifi  whicbyfrom  the  year  125 1  y  the  town  was  governed  hy 
a  mayor  and  four  hailiffsf  who  were  annually  eleSed* 

r 

400-1  Roger  Thornton  mayor,  William  Redmarfliell  (hcriflF 
402  to  1408  Robert  Chirdoh  mayor,  John  BywcUeate  ftcrifF' 
409  to  141 5  William  Aughton  mayor,  Wm  Middleton  flieri£F 
4 1 4-5^  Robert  Hebborn  mayor,  riie  fame  (beriff  *    •    \ 

416  to  1420  Roger  Thornton  mayor,  Jphn  del  Strother'flieriff 

421  William  i*^flmgton  mayor,*  Laurence  A^on  fberiff  • 

422  The  fame  mayor,  John  ChirHon  nieriff*  ' 
423*4  William  EUcrby  mayor,  the  fume  flieriff. 
425  The  fame  mayor«  John  Jay  iheriff 
426-7  Roger  Thornton  mayor,  the  fiunc  (heriff 
428  John  Rhodes^  mayor,  the  fame  (heriff 
429-30  The  iame  mayor,  Johh  dark  (heriff 

43 1  The  fame  mayor,  Edward  Bertram  (heriff 

432  Laurence  Adon  mayor,  Thomas  Chirdon  (heriff    •> 

433  Tlie  fan?e  mayor,   Thomas  Penrith  (heriff 

434  Richard  Hill  mayor,  Richard  Brown  (heriff. 

435  Robert  Whclpington  mayor,   Thomas  WardcU  (heriff. 

436  Richard  Hall  mayor,  John  Chambers  (heriff 
4^7  Laurence  A  Aon  mayor,  Thomas  Pendreth  (heriff    ' 

438  Robert  Whelpington  mayor,  John  Cadle  (heriff 

439  Jo^Q  Clark  mavor,  William  Harding  (heriff 

440  John  Chambers  mayor,  John  Mu^rave  fhcriff 

441  William  Harding  mayor,  Simon  Weldon  (heriff 

442  Thomas  Wardcll  mayor,  William  Jay  (hetiff 

443  John  "Mufgrave  mayor,  Thomas  Headlam  (heriff. 

444  William  Harding  mayor,  Thomas  Bee  (heriff 

445  William  Jay  mayor,  John  Ward  (heriff 

446  William  Harding  mayor,  John  Winton  (heriff 

447  The  fame  mayor,  Robert  Baxter  ijieriff 

448  John  Ward  mayor,  John  RIchardfon  fheriff 
4^9  William  Harding  mayor,  Alan  Bird  (htriff 
4J0  John  Wafd  mayor,  George  Carr  (heriff 

451  Robert  Baxter  mayor,  John  Baxter  (heriff. 

452  William  Harding  mayor,  John  Perireth  (heriff 

453  J^^^  Carliel  mayor,  Nicholas  Wetwang  fheriff 

454  John  Richardfon  mayor,  William  Roddam  Iherlff     * 

455  The  fame  mayor,  Thomas  Cuthbert  (heriff 

456  The  fame  mayor,   Jotih  Nixoa  (heriff 

457  The  fame  mayor,  Richard  Steve^fon  (heriff 
1458,  John  Pcnrcth  mayor,   Hcni^  Fowler  Ihcriff 

«45» 
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1459  J^hn  Richardfon  mayor,   Richard  Stevcnfon  fheriff 

1460  Jobn  Baxter  mayor,  Nickofcu  Haynitxg  ftiewff 

1461  John  Richardfon  m'4yoy,   Nich^ia*  Wctwang  (hcnff 

1462  Alao  Bird  major,  Heon'  Forftcr  (hcriff 
146^  Tl'he  fame  mnjor.  WiUiam  Bliucon  Oieritt 
1I64  Jcjhn  Nixon  mayor;  Nicholas  Hayning  Acnff 
iIcT  Alan  Bird  mayor,  WiDiam  Thompfon  (hcnff  ^ 

1466  W>m  Nixoa  mayor,  Robert  Chambers  (hcriff 

1467  William  Blaj5toxv  mayor,  John  tfington  Iheriff 
i4j68  John  Nixon  mayor,  John  Cogk  (heriff 

1460  Richard  Stcphenfon  mxyor,  John  Fiihcr  fieriff; 

1470  WilHam  W*xton  mavor,  Thomas  tockwppd  fheriff 

1471  Jon  Nixon  mayor,  John  Can-  iKcriff 

14-  2  WiTTiam  Blaiton  mayor,  llxonia^^  Sno\r  (hcnff 
147*  The  fame  mayor,   Ri)hert  Hardltrg  (heriff 

1474  Nicholas  Haynyng  mayor,    William  Hod(hoft  Iherilt 

1475  J"^**  CatM  mayor,  J(3hn  Scmple  (heriff 
X476  The  fame  mayor,   Peter  Bewick  iheriff 

1477  John  Cook  mayor,   JcUm  Heaton  Ihcnff 

1478  Robert  Chambers  m^iTfV,  John  Ridfdalc  Ihcnff 
I47Q  John  Semple  mayor,  WilKam  Scott  (hcriff 

1480  Jolm  Carlifle  mayor,  Wtlttam  Bewick  (heriff 

1481  GeoigeCarr  mayor,  William  Cuningham  flierxff 

1482  John  Cook  mayor,  Robert  Harding  (J^eriff 

1483  John  Carliaic  mayor.    Robert  Stockelt  (hcriff 

1484  George  Carr  mayor,   George  Bird  ihc^iff 

148$  Robert  Chambers  mayor,  Thomas  flui  dboura  Iheriff 
i486  George  Carr'mayoT,  Robert  Brighiutt  (henff 

148^  The  fame  mayor,  John  P^^^-^^Jj*^"*"^^.  .      .r     a.  j^ 
1488  Thomas  Lockwood  mayor,   William  Richardfon  mtrfa 
1480  Oorge  Carr  mayor,  William  Chambers  (hcriff 
xloo  Peter  Bewick  mayor,   Thomas  Morpeth  (heriff 
1491  George  Carr  mayor,    Robert  Harding  f^^Pf 
1402  The  fame  mayor,  Bartholomew  Young  (b«"tt 

1493  George  Bird  m^yor.  Thomas  Hardbread  Piefiff 

1494  T^c  fame  mayor,  'Thomas  Green  fhcnff 

1495  The  fame  mayor,  Chriftopher  Briijham  (hmff 
1406  The  fame  mayor,  William  Haynmg  Ihenff 
1497   Robert  Harding  mayor,  William  Davelfhenff 
X408  George  Carr  mayor,  John  Penrith  (l^c"? 

J  499  Robert  Brigham  mayor,  John  Snpw  (heriff 

itoo  George  Carr  mayor,  WriMam  Riddell  (heriff 

icoi  Battholomcw  Young  mayor,  WiUiam  Sclby  Ihenff 

X  cox  George  Carr  mayor  ;  1  homas  Hall,  or  HiHi  ihcriff 

X  503  John  Snow  mayor  Robert  Baxter  (hcnff 

1C04  Chriftopher  Brigham  mayor,  John  Blaxu>n,  Ihcriff 

,505  The  fiime  mayor,  Jolm  Braiidling  fhcnff 


1506  George  Bird  iiia]ror»  T)ioifi:}«  Sandorfon  (hcrtff. 

1507  Bart.  YoanghuftaQd  mayor,   William  Ifarbred  flifriff 

1508  Robert  Baiter  mayor,  Thomas  Ifeighton  fhniff« 
'5^9  John  Brandling  mayor,  Edward  Baxter  (KeriC 

1510  Thomas  Rtdd^  msiyor,  Roger  for  Robert)  Dent  (heriS 

151 1  Chrtf.  Brigham  mayor,  John  PaUopp,  or  Palftay,  Iberiiit 
151a  John  Brandling  mayor,   Thomas  Horfley  flieriff 

1513  John  Blaxtoo  ntiyor,  William  Harding  (heriff 
'5H  TlioiBas  Horfley  mayor,  Robert  Watfon  flieriff 
iS^S  Roger  Dent  mayor,  Robert  RuflcU  (hcriff 
1516  John  Brandling  mayor,  Peter  Chaicor  ffaerijf 
15^7  Edward  Baxter  m^iyor,  Nicholas  Richardfon  flierilF 
^S^^  The  fame  major,  Thomas  Baxter  (hcriff 
'519  Thomas  Horfley  mayor,  Gilbert  Middleton  (heriff 
2520  John  Brandling  mayor,  Henry  Anderfon  flieriff 
1521    rhomas  Riddell  mayor,  George  Davell  flier  iff 
152  a  Edward  Baxterniayor,  Robert  Bern  am  fberiff 

1523  The  fame  mayor,  James  Lawfon  flieriff 

1524  Thomas  Horfley  mayor,  Robert  brandling  flieriff 
1  §2^  The  Eime  mayor,  John  Watfon  Iberiff 

1526  Thomas  Riddell  mayor,  Edward  Swinbum  flieriff 

1 527  John  BUxton  mayor,  William  Carr  flierrff 

1528  Edward  Swinbum  mayor,  Andrew  Bewick  flieriff' 

1 529  James  Lawfon  mayor,  Bartholoipew  Bee  flieriff 

1536  Gilbert  Middkton  mayor,  Roger  Mitford  (hcriff 

1531  Henry  Aiuferfiyn  mayor,  John  Anderfo^  flieriff 

1532  Robert  Brandling  mayor,  Ralph  Carr  (her iff 

1533  Thomas  Horiky  mayor,  William  Dent  (heriff 

1534  Ralph  Garr  mayor,  Peter  Bewick  (heriff 
153;  Thomas  Baxter  mayor,  Thomas  Bewick  flieriff. 
X536  Robert  Btandling  mayor,  John  Orde  flieriff. 

1537  John  Sandcrfon  mayor,  John  White  flieriff 

1538  Andrew  Bewick  mayor,  George  Selby  (heriff 

1539  Henry  Anderibn  mayor.  J(Jm  Hilton  (heriff 

1540  James  Lawfon  mayor,  Robert  Brieham  (heriff 

1541  James  Hilton  mayor,  Robeit  I*ewiR  (heriff 

1542  Henry  Anderfon  mayor,  Mark  Shaftoe  (heriff 

X543  Robert  Brandling  mayori  Bartholomew  Anderfon  Iheilff 

1544  Robert  I^win  mayor,  Cuthbert  EUilbn  flieriff 

1545  George  Davell  mayor,  Ofwald  Chapman  (heriff 

1546  Henry  Anderfon  mayor,  Edward  Ba)(ter  (heriff 

1547  Robert  Brandling  mayor,  Thomas  Scott  jheciff 

1548  Mark  Shaftoe  mayor,  Cuthbert  Blunt  (heriff 

1549  Cuthbert  £U]£m  mayor,  Richard  Uodflion  flMiriff 

1550  Robert  Brigham  mayor,  Ci^thbert  Mufgr^ve  U^eriff 
2551  Bartholomew  Anderfon  m4yor,  Cutkbm  Mififerd  ((leriff 
155a  Rabat  ^via  mayor,  John  Raw  &eriff 
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53  Cuthbert  Blunt  mayor,  Robert  EUifon  fheriff 

54  Cuthbert  EUifon  mayor,  William  Dixon  iheriff 

55  Richard  Hodflion  mayor,  John  Wtlkinfon  (heriff 

56  Chrtftopher  Mitford  mayor,  William  Dent  fheriff 
Si  Bartholomew  Anderfon  mayor,  William  Carr  iheriff 

^8  Ofwald  Chapman  mayor,  Andrew  Surtees  iheriff 

59  Robert  EUifon  mayor,  Robert  Anderfon  fheriff 

60  Cuthbert  Mufgrave  mayor,  Francis;  Anderfon  (heriff 

61  John  Wilkinfon  mayor,  Stephen  Sontheren  fheriff 

62  William  Dent  mayor,  George  Sclby  fheriff 

63  Bertram  Anderfon  mayor,  Thomas  Liddle  fheriff 

64  Robert  Brandling  mayor,  William  Selby  fheriff 

65  WiUiam  Carr  mayor,  Anthony  Swinbum  fheriff 

66  Richard  Hodfhon  mayor,  Henry  Brandling  fheiiff 

67  Robert  Anderfon  mayor,  John  Watfon  iheriff 

68  Henry  Brandlin?  mayor,  WilUam  Jennifon  fheriff 

69  Chridopher  Mittord  mayor,  George  Simpfon  fheriff 

70  Robert  EUifon  mayor,  George  Briggs  fheiiff 

7 1  WiUiam  Jennifon  mstyor,  Henry  Anderfon  fheriff 

72  Thomas  Liddell  mayor,  Robert  Barker  fheriff 

73  WiUiam  Selby  mayor,  Mark  Shaftoe  fheriff 

74  John  Watfon  mayor  Roger  Rawe  fheriff 

75  Henry  Brandling  mayor,  WiUiam  Riddle  fheriff 

76  The  fUme  mayor,  Chriftopher  Lewin  fheriff 

77  Robert  Barker  miyor,  Kdward  Lewin  fheriff 

78  Mark  Shaftoe  mayor,  Henry  Leonard  fKeriff 

79  Roger  Rawe  mayor,  James  Carr  fheriff 

80  Richard  Hodfhon  mayor,  Robert  Atkinfon  fheriff 

81  WilHam  Jennifon  mayor,  Henry  Chapman  fheriff 

82  WiUiam  Riddell  mayor,  Henry, Mitford  fheriff 
5^3  Henry  Anderfon  mayor,  Roger  Nicholfoa  fheriff 

84  Henry  Mitford  mayor,  Lionel  Maddifon  iheriff 

85  Robert  Barker  mayor,  George  Whitfield  fheriff 

86  Heary  Chapman  mayor,  Robert  Dudley  fheriff 

87  Edward  Lewin  mayor,  Robert  Eden  fheriff 

88  Roger  Nicholfon  mayor,  George  Farnaby  fheriff 

89  WUliam  Selby  mayor,  John  Gibfon  fheriff 

90  WiUiam  RiddeU  mayor,  Ralph  Jennifon  fheriff 

91  George  Farnaby  mayor,  WiUtam  Greenwell  fheriff 

92  Roger  Rawe  mayor,  Thomas  LiddeU  fheriff 

93  Lionel  Maddifon  mayor,  Williaoi  Jennifon  fheriff 

94  Henry  Anderfon  mayor,  George  Selby  fheriff 

95  William  RiddeU  mayor,  Francis  Anderfon  fheriff 

96  Ralph  Jennifon  mayor,  Adrian  Hedworth  fheriff 

97  Thomas  Liddell  mayor,  WiUiam  Huntley  iheriff 

98  George  Farnaby  mayor,  WiUiam  Wamxmth  fhoiff 

99  WiUiam  Jennifon  mayor,  J^mts  Cla?eri&§iikeri~ 
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600  George  Selby  mayor,  Robert  Anderfon  fliewfF 

601  Francis  Anderfon  mayor,  Thomas  Rlddell,  fiieriff 

602  Robert  Dudley  mayor,  Francis  Burrell,  flieriff 

603  William  War  mouth  mayor,  Matthew  Cliapman  (heriiF 

604  Thomas  Riddell  mayor,  Peter  Riddell,  fheriff 

605  Lionel  Maddlfon  mayor,  Henry  Maddifori  flicri^ 

606  Sir  George  Selby  raayor,  Hugh  Selby  flieri£F 

607  James  Clavcring  mayor,  Robert  Shaftoc  (hcriff  . 

608  Henry  Chapman  mayor,  William  Hall  (hcriff. 

609  Thomas  Liddell  mayor,  Thomas  Liddell  fheriff 

610  William  Jennifon -may or,  Timothy  Draper  (her  iff 

61 1  Sir  Georffc  Selby  mayor,  Alexander  Davifon  (heriff. 
6 1  a  Francis  Anderfon  mayor,  Roger  Anderfon  ftieriff 

613  Sir  Henry  Anderfon  mayor,  Henry  Chapman  Iheriff 

614  William  Wai  mouth  mayor,  John  Cook  (heriff 

615  Francis  BurrcU  mayor,  Robert  Bewick  (heriff 

616  Sir  Thomas  Riddell  mayor,  Nicholas  Milbum  flieriff 

617  Lionel  Maddlfon  mayor,  William  Bonuer  (heriff 

618  James  Clavering  mayor,  John  Clavering  (heriff 

619  Sir  Peter  Riddell  mayor,  Robert  Anderfon  fheriff 
i6ao  Henry  Chapman  mayor,  Nicholas  Tcmpeft  Iheriff 

621  William  Jcnnifon  mayor,  Henry  Liddell  fheriff 

622  Sir  George  Selby  mayor,  Richard  lycdgcr  flieriff 
623.  Henry  Maddifon  mayor,  Henry  Bowes  (heriff 

624  William  Hall  mayor,  Lionel  Maddifon  (heriff      . 

625  Sir  Thomas  Liddell  mayor,  Ralph  Cole  iheriff 

626  Alexander  Davifon  mayor,  Ralph  Cock  (heriff  ' 

627  Henry  Chapman  raayor,  Henry  Cock  flieriff 

628  Robert  Bewick  mayor,  Ralph  Grey  fheriff 
62 <)  John  Clavering  mayor,  Robert  Shaftoc  flieriff 

630  Robert  Anderfon  mayor,  James  Carr  Iheriff 

631  William  Warmouth  mayor,'Henry  Warmouth  flieriff 

632  Sir  Lionel  Maddifon  mayor,  Francis  Bowes  Iheriff 

633  Ralph  Cole  mayor ,^icholas  Cole  flieriff 

634  Ralph  Cock  mayor,  John  Marley  fheriff  ' 

635  Sir  Peter  Riddell  mayor,  Leonard  Carr  flieriff 

636  Thomas  Liddell  mayor,  Henry  I/awfoh  fheriff 

637  John  Marley  m^yor,  Peter  Maddifon  (heriff 

638  Alexander  Davifon  mayor,  Mark  Milbank  fheriff 

639  Robert  Bewick  mayor,  John  Emmerfon  fheriff 

640  Sir  Nicholas  Cole  mayor,  Francis  Liddell' flieriff 

641  The  fame  mayor,  Francis  Anderfon  Iheriff  ** 

642  Sir  John  Marley  mayor,  Henry  Maddifon  fheriff 

643  The  fame  mayor,  Cuthbert  Carr  fheriff 

644  The  fame  raayor,  James  Cole  (hcriff 

645  John  Blackflon  mayor,  Chriftopher  Nicholfon  flieriff 
.6^6  H«niy  Dawfon  mayor,  Henry  Rawling  (heriff 
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647  Thomas  Ledger  mayor,  Robert  Young  Iheriff 

648  Thomas  Bonticr  mayor,  Ralph  Jennifon  Iheriff 

649  William  Davvfon  mayor,  Samuel  Rawling  flicriff 

650  George  Dawfon  mayor,  John  Lodge  flicriff 

651  Thomas  Bonner  mnyor»  Peter  Sanderibn  (heriff 

652  Henfy  Dawfon  mayor,  Jphh  Butler  fhcriff 

653  William  Johnfon  mayor,  Robert  Johnfon  flitriff 

654  The  nune  mayor,'  John  Rut»ncylheriff 

655  Robert  Shaftoe  mayor,  Henry  Thompfon  flicriff 

656  Henry  Rawling  mayor,  George  Blaktfton  fterilF, 

657  George  Dau'fon  mayor,  Georpt  Thorefcy  'iheriff 

658  Mark  Milbank  mayor,  John  Wntfon  fhcrfff 

699  Thomas  Bonner  mayor,  James  Briggs,  aliii)  Biffj^,  Iherilf 
660  John  £mmer(bn  mayor,  William  Blackctt  (hcriff 
66  (  bir  Jon  Marley  mayor,  Thomas  jfennifoh  tb^riff 

662  Sir  Francis  Anderfon  mayoti  Henry  Brabant  iheriff 

663  Sir  James  Cla vexing  may6r,  Robert  Sh^fcoc  iheriff 

664  Sir  Francis  LiJdell  mayor,  Fraiids  Lidddl  fiieriff 

665  Henry  Maddifon  mayor,  William  tarr  Iheriff 

666  William  Blackett  mayor,  Ti>nothy  Davifoft  flberfff 

667  Henry  Brabwint  mayor,  IlaYph  Grey  ftieriff 

668  Ralph  Jennifon  mayor,  Robert  Jennifon  iheriff 

669  Thomas  Dayifon  mayor,  Johnllogcrs  iheriff 

670  William  Carr  mayor,  Richard  Wn^ht  iheriff 

671  Ralph  Grey  mayor.  Matthew  Jrffferfon  flieriff 

672  Mark  Milbank  mayor,  Robert  Mallebar  iheriff 

673  Timothy  Uavtfon  mayor,  George  Morton  iheriff    ■ 

674  Thomas  Jenniibn  mayor,  Henrjr  Jennifon  iheriff 

675  Sir  Francis  Anderfon  m^yor,  William  Chriftian  iherilT 

676  Sir  Ralph  Carr  mayor,  Michael  Blackett  iheriff 

677  Robert  Roddam  mayor,  Timothy  Robfom  iheriff 

678  Matthew  Tefferfon  mayof,  Nicholas  Fenwick  iheriff 

679  George  Kiorton  mayor,  WUliam  Aubone  iheriff 

680  Sir  mthantel  Johnfon  mayor,  Joi^ph  Bonner  (heriff 

681  Timothy  Robfon  mayor,  John  Squire  flieriff 

682  Nicholas  Fenwick  mayor,  Nicholas  Ridley  iheriff 

683  William  Blackctt  mayor,  John  Rumney  iheriff 

684  William  Aubone  mayor,  William  Prodor  iheritf 

685  Sir  Henry  Brabant  mayor,  Ralph  Zli^ob  iheriff 

686  NicholasCole  mayor,  Thomas  P:iife  iheriff 

687  John  Squire  and  Sir  William  Qreagh  mayors,  WiDam 

Ramfay  and  Samuel  Gill  iheriffs 

688  Winiam  Hutchinfon  and   Nicholas  Ridley  maf^n.  Mat* 

thias  Partis  and  Matthew  White  iheriffs 

689  VTilliam  Carr  mayor,  William  Featherilonha^h  iheriff 

690  William  Pvamfiy  mayor,  Thomas  WaflTe  Iheriff 

691  Matthew  White  ma/ori  Jof^h  Atki&fon  Oicriff 
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1692  Thotnas  Wafle  mayor,  Befijamin  DaTtfbn  flierilP 

1693  Sir  Ralph  Carr  Ynayor,  Gcor|rc  AVhinfield  fheriff 

1 694  Jo(eph  Atkififon  mayor,  Robert  E^en  flierifF 

1695  Timothy  Robfon  Aia^or,  Gtotge  HenderiToii  flicnff 

1696  Geoi^e  Wbinfield  ihayovy  William  Raftifey,  jmiior» 'fhetitf 

1697  Nich^as  l^enwick  tnayor,  tjeoTVc  CathbertfoA  flieriff 

1698  Sir  William  Blackett  mayor,  tdwitrd  Hamfon  theM 

1 699  Robert  £den  mayor,  Jonatli^n  Hargrave  YheriiF 

1 700  George  AnderToh  mayor,  J^n  Bowes  fberiiT 

1 701  William  Ramfey  mayi)r,  William  tioutlloar  IberiiT 

1702  William  Cirr  mayor,  John  Bell  flieriff 

1 703  Matthew  Wliite  mayor,  Allan  fiatei^an  fherifP 
f  704  Thomas  Wafle  m^yor,  ^Matthew  'Matfin  '(hcritt 
X705  Sir  Ra^  Carr  mayor,  WllRam  fllffon  ftenfF 

2  706  Nicholas  Ridley  mayor,  ^atihe>^  f'eatherftosihaugh  therHT 

1707  Jofeph  Atkinfon  mayor,  Hchify  Reay  IherrfF 

1708  Robert  Fen  wick  m^ybr,  *£dv/ard  Johnfon  (kerrtt* 

1709  George  WhtoGield  ^and  Jonathan  Roddam  mayocs,  iiexStf 

Damon  flienir  .      ^ 

2710  William  Cllifon  mayor,  Ralpfti  lleed  (hmff 

271 1  Matthew  Ffratherftonhaugh  ftiayori  F«  Rudfton  {heiitf    . 
271  a  Henry  Reay  mayor,  Jofeph  Oreen  (heriflT 

1713  Richard  R-tdley  m^yor,  Nicholas  "FenwicV  Iheriff' 

2714  Edward  Johnfon  mayor,  Roger  Watfen  {heriff 

2715  Henry  Dalftoo  mayor,  Nathaniel  Clayton  (hcrilF 
iyi6  Ralph  Reed  mayor,  Francis  Johnfon  fh^rilt* 

17  C7  Francis  Rudfton  mayor,  John  Kelly  Aieriff 

2718  Sirl^^iam  Blackett  'mayor,  Thomas  StephenKbii'ftieriiF 

2719  Jofeph 'Green  mayor,  CuthbcK  Fenwick  IheriiF 
2730  Nicholas  Fenwick  mayor,  Jacob  Rutter  Hieriff 
2721  Francis  Johnibn  mayor,  Stephen  Coulfoa  (heriff 
171a  William  Ellifon  mayor,  Robert  Sorfbie  fberifF 

1-723  M.  Feacherftonhaugh  mayor,  Richard  Swinburne  (heriff 
2724  William  Carr  mayor,  Jafnes  Moncuftcr  Iheiiflr 
1725  Nathaniel  Clayton  mayor,  Thomas  Wafle  fhcriff 
2^26  Nicholas  Fenwick  mayor,  Jofeph  Liddell  (heriff 
1727  Cuthbert  fenwick  mayoi,  Robert  Johnfon  flieritf' 

2728  Stephen  Coulfon  tnayor,  John  Stephenfon  IheriJF 

2729  Hciiry  Reay  mayor,  Cdtlibtrt  Smith  meriff 

2730  Francis  Rudfton  mayor,  William 'H.irhnttle  {heriif 
27  J I   Robert  Sorfl>i&  mayor,  Challouer  Cooper  Iheriff 

2732  Richard  Ridley  mayor,  William  Fcnwir.k  Hieriff 

2733  Matthew  Ridley  nmyor,  John  Simr>fon  i:icnff 

2734  William  Ellifon  mayor,  Robert  iJlifor.  (his  ion)  TheriiF 
'2735  Walter  Blackett  nrayor,  [Jolsn  Wilkinfori  (heriff 

173^6  Nicholas  Fen.vick  mayor,  Matthew  ISti:  fheriff 
'757  William  Ciirr  mayor*  Jonathan  S6rn)ic  iheriff 
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1738  Nathaniel  Clayton  mayor,  William  Grecnwell  Iberiff 

1739  Cutbbert  Fenwick  mayor,  Cuthbcrt  CoUingwood  fhcriff 

1740  Edward  CoUingwood  mayor,  Ralph  Sowerliy  (bcriff 
I74X   Robert  Sorfbie  mayor,  John  Ord  iheriff 

1742  John  Simpfon  mayor,  William  Pcarcth  flieriff 

1743  ^^pt^  Sowerby  mayor,  George  Collpitts  flberiff 

1744  John  Ord  mayor,  Aubone  Surtees  fhenflf 
174.5  Ctithbcrt  Smith  mayor,  Henry  Partis  (Iberiff 
1746  Nicholas  Fenwick  mayor^  Henry  Eden  flieriff 
<  747  The  fame  mayor,  William  WatfoA  (beriff 

1748  Walter  Blackctt  mayor,  John  Vonhake  flieriflT 

1 749  Robect  Sorlbie  mayor,  Robert  Herron  (beriff 

1750  Ralph  So wcrby* mayor,  William  Clayton  (beriff 

1 75 1  Matthew  Ridley  mayor,  Matthew  Scar fe,  iberiff 

1752  Henry  Partis  mayor,  Francis  Ruddbn  iberiff 

1753  Henry  Eden  mayor,  John  Harrifon  (icriff 

1754  Cuthbert  Smith  mayor,  William  Rowell  fberiff 

1755  William  Clayton  mayor,  William  Harbottk  (beriff 

1756  Sir  Walter  Blackett  miayor,  John  Erafmus  Blackett,  (herifl? 

1757  Matthew  Bell  mayor,  John  Scurfield  (beriff 

J  75 8  Ralph  Sowerby  mayor,  Edward  Moflcy,  (beriff 

1759  Matthew  Ridky  mayor,  Matthew  Stephenfon  fberiff 

1760  Henry  Partis  mayor,  John  Baker  (beriff 

1 761  Aubone  Surtees  mayor,  Fletcfcer  Partis  flieriff 

1762  Cuthbert  Smith  mayor,  Hugh  Hornby  (beriff 

1763  William  Clayton  mayor,  Francis  Forftet  (beriff 

1764  Sir  Walter  Blackett  mayor,  Thomas  Blackett  flieriff 

1 765  John  Erafmus  Blackett  mayor,  Charles  Atkinfon  (beriff 

1766  Matthew  Scaife  mayor;  John  Hedley  ifbeiiff 

1767  Edward  Mofley  mayor,  Richard  Lacy  (beriff 

1768  John.  Baker  mayor,  William  Coulfon  (beriff' 

1769  Francis  Forfler  mayor,  William  Reed  (beriff 

1770  Aubone  Surtees  mayor,  James  Liddell  (beriff 

I77r  Sir  Walter  Blackett  mayor,  Chriftopher  Wilkinfon  (beriff 

1772  John  Erafmus  Blackett  mayor,  Jam^  Rudman  (beriff 

1773  Matthew  Scaife  mayor,  till  on  his  death  he  was  fncceeded 

by  Edward  Mofley,  William  Yeilder  flieriff  ' 

1774  Sir  M,  W,  Ridley  mayor,  Francis  Johnfon  (beriff  * 

1775  Charles  Atkinfon  mayor,  William  Cramlington  (heriff 

1776  John  Baker  mayor,  Thomas  Loraine  (heriff 

1777  Jo'^n  Hedley  mayor,  Robeit  Clayton  (heriff 

1778  Hugh  Hornby  mayor,  James  Wilkinfon  (beriff 

1779  Francis  Forller  mayor,  Ifaac  Cookfon  (heriff 

1780  John  P>afmus  Blackett  mayor,  William  Surtees  (heriff 

1781  Edw.  Mofley  mayor,  John  Wallis  and  Geo.  Collpitts  (heriffs 

1782  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  mayor,  Richard  Bell  flieriff 

1 783  Charles  Atkinfon  mayor,  Chriftopher  Soidfl>y  flieriff      ' 
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1784  James  Rudman  mayor,  £dward  Dale  (bcriff 

1785  William  YeSder  mayor,  AutK>ne  Surteesjun.  (herifT 

1786  Francis  Johnfon  mayor,  Richard  Chambers  fherifF 

1787  William  Cramlington  mayor,  Jofeph  Forfter  (heriff 

1788  John  Henley  mayor,  Robert  Newton  Lynn  ifaeriff 

1789  Hugh  Hornby  mayor,  Nathaniel  Hornby  Iheriff 

1790  John  Erafmus  BUckett  mayor^  Chas.  J.  vlavering  (heriff 
X791  Sir  M.  White  Ridley  mayor,  Shaftoc  John  Hedlcy,  flieriff 
1792  James  Rudman  mayor,  Matthew  PrinRle  flieriff 

'  795  William  Yeilder  mayor,  Henry  John  Hounfom  (heriff 

1 794  Francis  Johnfon  mayor,  Archibald  Reed  iheriff 

1795  Richard  Chambers  mayor,  .Anthony  Smith  (heriff 

1796  William  Cramlington  mayor,  Nicholas  Hall  (heriff 
X797  Anthony  Hood  mayor,  Thomas  Hood  (heriff 

1 798  John  Wallis  mayor,  William  Wright  flieriff 
X799  Shaftoe  Jotin  Hedley  mayor,  Henry  Cramlington  (heriff 
x8oo  Archibald  Reed  mayor,  Aubone  Surtees  jun.  (heriff 
i8qi  Jofeph  Forfter  mayor,  Matih.  Hedley  and  Ifaac  Cookfon, 
jun.  (heriffs. 


Thus  have  we  arrived  at  the  terminating  period  of 
our  work.  In  tracing  the  origin  of  Newcaftle,  ita 
gradual  progrefs  through  barjl>arous  and  bleeding 
ages,  from  forming  only  a  part  of  a  mighty  barrier  of 
a  powerful  ambitious  people,  aftervirards  the  uninter- 
efting  reiidence  of  fwarms  of  religious,  to  its  arrival 
at  that  pitch  of  greatnefs  to  which  it  has  now  attain- 
ed,  we  feel  ourfelves  affeded  with  the  moft  pleafant 
fenfations,  while  we  refpedfuUy  hope  that  we  have 
prefented,  in  a  fuccind  yet  lucid  view,  an  account  of 
the  walls,  ftreets,  churches,  public  buildings,  the  go- 
vernment and  municipal  conftitution,  the  numerous 
trades  and  incorporated  companies,  the  commerce^ 
in  its  various  enriching  ramifications,  which  pervade 
the  whole  mafs  of  a  numerous  and  induftrious  people; 
in  a  word,  whatever  is  interefting  in  and  about  New« 
caftle.  Nor  does  a  retrofpedtive  view  of  what  it  has 
been  excite  an  apprehenfive  ligh,  foreboding  of  a 
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fufpicion  of  its  htving  4rriy^4  %t  tbcf  fummit  of  »& 
greatnefs:  on  the  contrary^  when  wo  oonfi^r  the 
internal  refources  of  an  a^ive  and  enterprising  peo- 
ple, the  nnany  public  tipprovementi  at  prefent  going 
forward ;  but»  aboye  all,  when  our  hopes  of  a  C^nal, 
fvom  the  eaftero  to  the  wefl^rn  feas,  to  b«  fpeedilf 
be^un,  have  alnioft  a  certainty  of  being  realiibd,  our 
profpefts  of  the  future  grandeur  of  the  fubjeilof  our 
hiftory  expau4  tp  our  delighted  iniagini^tion.  Nor 
have  we  any  doubts  that  the  friends  of  the  po- 
Ii(hed  arts  of  lif<;,  and  of  ufeful  fcience^  wi)l  continue 
and  incr^afe  their  eiforts  to  di^ufe  their  benign  in- 
fluence among  the  inhabiiants  of  the  town  ;  and  ar- 
dently hope^  that  every  barrier  eripdled  againft  the 
interefts  of  knowledge  and  virtue,  by  interefted  and 
defigning  men,  will  fall  to  the  ground. 

In  looking  over  our  work,  we  obferve  many  mtf-- 
takes,  feveral  of  which  were  pointed  out  to  us  by  our 
candid  and  worthy  friends.  A  lift  of  the  mod  mate^ 
rial  errata  is  fubjoined.    And  as  gratitude  is  one  of 

m 

the  moft  amiable  virtues,  we  cannot  clofe  our  obfer* 
▼ations  without  iincereiy  hoping  that  we  feel  ks  in. 
fluence,  in  its  full  force ,  towards  our  fubfcribers,  manj 
of  whom  are  in  the  firft  ciafs  for  literary  and  fcionti6€ 
accomplifhments.  For  their  kind  and  ufeful  obfep^ 
rations,  their  friendly  corredions,  and  that  partialiry 
which  they  have  uniformly  fliewn  towards  our  work» 
our  beft  wifltes  for  their  profperity,  in  their  varioiB 
Rations  in  (bciety,  will  ever  attend  them,  and  will  be 
•coeval  with  our  lives. 
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IjN  oar  account  of  the  glafs-worki  (p.  512)  wc  a<cidentallf 
,^ oitimitted  mentioning  ihofe  at  Lcmington^  wkerc  Acre* arc 
two  houfes'  for  the  nianiifii^UFe  of  crown  glafs,  beloxiging;  to  the ' 
Northumberland  Company,'  undt'r  the  firm  of  AViloie'  and  Co/ 
O'lie  of  thefe  buildings  is  fatd  to  be  the  higheR  conicsll  glafs-hou& 
in  the  united'  kmgdoms. '    The  duties  paid  to  govermhentt  for ' 
the  KeYnTngtbh'glaf&>works,  amount  to' about  two  thouiJmd  jfeven' 
buudred  pounds,  everj  fix  weeks.     Nearly  one  Hundred  wbik- 
men  ate  employed  in  thefe  two  houfes. 

To  the  nun'ufa^orics  in  the  vicTnity  of  NevfcaMe  may  liki wife  * 
be  'added  the  exCenfive  puper-inills  'of 'Mr.  Rdb^rt  Rumney,  at 
Wanlen;  N^cflrs.  A",  and  J.  Annandale,  at  Haughton;  zvidMr* 
Johii  Smith,  at  Langley  ;  who  make '  confiderable  quantities  of 
all  forts  of  paper,  and  JiaVe  large  warebouies  in  Newcaftle,  con- 
ftantly  Rbrcd  with  that  article.  • 

Three '  fufveyors  are  Rationed  at  Shields,  who,  in  rotation^ 
hail  'all've(!ers  that  enter  the  harbour,  to  know  their  names, 
frofctwhcrice"  they 'iconic,  and  their  cargoes,  for  the  purpofe  of 
an'nouticTng  their  arrival;  at  the  Ezcliange,  in  NewcaRle. 

The  "original'  life*boat,  we  find,'  was  built .  at'  Soi^th  Shields^ 
by  Mr.  GreatKead,  about  twelve  y^rs  ago }  that  at  North  Shielcts' ' 
was  conftrudled  by  the  fame  gentleman,  fome  time  afterwards, 
utid^  the  patronage  of  the  duke  of  *NdrlliuniberT*arid,  who  gives 
an  annual  donation  of  twenty  pounds  "towards  its  fupport.     It* 
is"  about' 'th?hy  feci  long  over' all,  and  tdn  feet  broaiSd,  buUt  in  a 
flaucHin^  m'aimej-,  and  decked  at^thc'  floor  hti&i,;  rows  witJi 
twelve  oar^i  fixed  with' gmmmats  *on  iron  pini,  (leers  at  'both* 
e**s,*  an\l  tovtfrtd  with  cork  on  the  outfiie  tw6  or  thrtc  fttiakcs  ' 
down  from  the  gUnwalc,'  will  cany  thirty  people  W4ll;**aiid  live' ' 
itr  a  urbft  tiinieiidous'brolfen-lieade'd  fea.    In  page  563  vri  mhs- 
tioit  th4t  Yii  or'  eight  men  are  aAle  td  manage  it ;' which  ibit&> 
meht  we  Hn'd,  upon  hiinute ''cnqbiry,  to  b^  errbncbus^  ftmift^d  ^ 
belnjg  the  etadt  nuthb^K  Th^'fubjed  of  the  lif^-bdatts  at  preft^t ' 
uitdek'  th^'confideratloh  of  parliament,  and  th'^  ineWt  X^'Wr; 
Greatbead,  for  this  truly  laudable  inVetitibn,  wiB'doUbtlds'W  ' 
asply  rdwttrded. 
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There  arc  four  banks  in  Ncwcaftlc,  namely,  Mcflrs,  Sartees, 
Bardon,  and  Co.  .in  MoOeytftreet ;  Sjr  M.  W.  Ridley,  Bell,  and 
Co.  in  Fdgriai,ftreet ;  Sir  Wiffam.Loraine,  Baker,  and  Co.  ia 
Church-ftreet ;  and  R.  J.  Lambton,  Bulman,  and  Co.  in  Dean, 
fire^ 

/Vxnong  the  cork-cutters  in  Newcaft1e»  the  moft  confiderabit 
are' the  foDowiog,:  v'lz^ — Mr.  Rowley,  George *s*fiairs ;  and  Mr^ 
Brafs,  fen-  Peppcr^om-chare,  Quay-fide. 

A  moft  ingenious  and  yet  fimple  combination  of  machinery* 
for  the  purpofes  of  regulating  the  conveyance  of  waggons,  laden 
with  coals,  down  an  inclofed  plane,*  from  Ben  well  colliery,  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  Tyne,  to  the  ftaith  at  the  border  of  the 
river,  and  for  bringing  up  the  waggons,  when  unloaded,  by  the 
fame  power  that  refilled  its  projedlile  Impetus  in  the  defcent^  waSf' 
ill  the  year  1798,  perfe^ed  and  brought  into  ufe  by  the  late  Mr. 
Barnes.  The  length  of  the  rail-way,  on  which  the  waggon  rani» 
is^  864  yards,  which  diftance  it  delcends  in  two  miautes  and  a 
half,  and  re-afcends  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time ;  to  that  a  loaded 
waggon  can  be  let  down  with  eafe  and  fafety,  the  coal  dif- 
charged,  and  the  empty  waggon  returned  to  the  pit,  within  the 
corapafs  ^{feven  minutes  !  The  iihpelUtig  and  the  rcfiAing  powers 
of  motion  are  derived  from  a  plnnamet,  weighing  i6\  cwt.  which 
the  waggon,  in  afcending  and  defcending,  alternately  raifes  and 
lowers  the  depth  of  144  yards. '^  The  rope,  by  which  the  wag- 
gon is  impeded  and  accelerated,  winds  round  the  axis  of  a  large 
wheel,  in  a  niche  or  groove  in  the  middle,  that  gives  the  rope 
only  fpace  to  coil  round  upon  itfelf,  and  thereby  guards  againft 
all  poffibility  of  entanglement.  Near  to  the  axis  of  the  large 
coiliag  wheel,  there  is  an  oblique  indention  of  cad  iron,  which 
correfponds  with  and  works  into  a  fimilar  conformation  on  the 
rim  of  a  fmaller  wheel,  round  which  (he  plummet  rope  is  coiled 
or  warped,  and  is,  in  confequence  therefore,  n^oved  round  only 
once  in  fix  rotations  of  the  fufpending  and  retra&ing  wheel, 
which  exa^ly  correfponds  with  the  elevatipn  of  the  weight  and 
the  defocnt  of  the  waggon.  To  p^eferye  tfie  rope  freim  injury, 
by  dragginig  on  the  ground,  foUcTs  with  iron  pivots  and  brafs 
fockets,  for  ^t,  to  run  upon,!  are  elevated  in  the  middle  of  the 
rail-way,  but  Sufficiently  low  to  prove  no  obfirudion  to  the  t^'ag. 
gon,  which  pafles^over  them. 
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£.R  RA  T A4 

Page  X.inc .  . 

4O    la    For  it  appears  to  have  bcea  unifonx^y  twenty-rtwo  feet,' or  a  - 
chain,  in  width,  read  it  appear*  id  have' b^en'ot  an 'irnigolar' 
width,  in  •ome  places  tirenty-two  feet. 
44     19     For  Troisttfrf>  read- Frdi^atd. 
73     iz     For  foot  lof  Westgatc-etrect,  read  head. 

f  J  DDntV)n  it  erroaeotsly  «aid  to  belong  to  Morton  College;  it  be»'- 

loDgs  at  present  to  the  eaxi  of  Tankervillc;  the  tyt*hea  of  com. 
only  belong  to  Morton  Cdlege. 
1^7    a9    For  Bevcrlc^  Buds;  read 'first  batialloft  of  th^  YorMUire  =1K^ 

Ridrng  roiBtia. 
xyo'   29    For  C«vertcy>  read  Calvcrley. 
ai3      1     For  Morley,  read  Marley.. 
210       7     For  1713,  read  178^. 

ai6     z6    Add,  the  steeple  of  which  it  194  feet  hrgh.' 
aa9  last  I.  For  dailv  burial  lervfce,  reld  daily  0^^  burial  kt^mit.* 
310     15     For  twelve,  read  e'ight  thousand.  - 
3J&    z6     Read  not  only  in  Newcastle^  ,       . 

402sc«.eol.  Id  the. year  1787,  for  Thomas  Hogg,  read  Jo»ep}i  Kog|^ . 
From  the  bottom,  for  raosaiked,  read  ransacked. 
For  two  or  three,  read  between  one  aild  tito  guineas.' 
I>elc  the  whole  of  the  line. 

Read  1  distillery  for  coal-tar  at  St  Pttcr's  ^y  it  cODdafied  %^/ 
'     Mess.  Red«haw  and  Ridley;  tod  the  maiittf«4t*ry  for  li«4^^ 
black  thext,  belongiog  to  the  saiaCi 
8    .For  Oxley,  read  Oxen. 
<>    For  peculiar  to,  read  carried  on  in. 
For  TumbuU,  read  Tun^alK 
Dele  the  #  at  "probably  s,  and  idterta 
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DIRECTIONS  for  the  BINIXERi 

The  plan  of  ihc  town  to  face  the  titl<-page ;  the  lift  of  fuV 
icribers  to  follow  the  title-pare ;  the  plate  of  the  New  AfieH^iy 
Rponi  to  face  page  215 ;  that  of  St  Nicholas'  church  to  facd 
page  211 ;  that  of  All-Saints  to  h^  p«gc  261]  and  that  6f  thi^ 
Ii£rmarj  to  front  page  32 1. 
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